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OhservaHonf  and  Cases  illustrating  the  Treatment  cf  Acute  Articular 
BheumaHsm.  By  John  T.  Metcalfe,  M.  I).,  Professor  of  the  Insti- 
tutes and  Practice  of  Medicine,  University  Madical  College,  New 
York. 

In  the  August  number  of  the  Medical  Thnes  for  the  year  1854,  is  a 
paper  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Ohapin,  on  the  treatment  of  acute  articular  rheum- 
atism, in  the  serrice  of  Dr.  Swett  at  the  New  York  Hospital,  by  means 
of  the  tartrate  of  po^Mssa  and  soda. 

In  addition  to  tbe  twenty-fiye  caseb  tiliere  recorded,  I  have  thought  it 
BDght  prore  interestiiig  to  state  the  results  obtained  in  thirty-fiye  addi- 
tional ones,  nineteen  of  which  occurred  during  my  term  of  service  at  the 
city  Hospital,  in  tho  months  of  January,  February,  and  March,  of  thei 
present  year.  For  the  remainiffg  sixteen,  I  am  indebted  to  the  courtesy 
of  Drs.  Griscom  and  Bulkley,  my  former  colleagues  in  ^e  institution 
referred  to.  To  Dr.  H.  B.  Mills,  House  Physician,  I  owe  the  accurate 
examination  and  record  of  the  cases. 

Case  L — B.  M.,  »t  22,  female ;  January  8d ;  second  attack ;  seventh 
day.  Bheomatism  first  occurred  in  the  knees ;  extending  subsequently 
to  shoulden  and  elbows.  Joints  very  painful ;  not  greatly  swollen ;  skin 
warm  and  moist ;  pulse  rapid ;  tongue  furred ;  thirst ;  urine  and  perspi- 
ration acid. 

5. — ^To  take  Bochelle  Salt>  3j.  every  three  hours,  in  solution. 
11th, — ^No  change  until  toniay,  when  the  urine  was  found  to  be  alkaline. 
Pain  diminished.  15 ^-^Improvement  continues;  patient  sits  up. 
30^. — Discharged  cured.  Duration  to  convalescence,  19  days ;  from 
beginning  treatment,  8  days.    No  complication. 

Case  U. — ^£.  C,  set.  23  ;  male ;  fifth  or  sixth  attack ;  admitted  Jan- 
nary  3d,  four  days  after  being  taken  ill.    Came  on  in  ankles ;  shifted 
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afterwards  to  knees,  left  shoulder,  and  right  wrist  On  entrance,  skin 
warm  and  moist ;  pnlse  108 ;  joints^yerj  much  swollen  and  exquie&tely 
painful. 

Heart  enlarged,  impulse  strong ;  old  valvular  disease  affecting  mitral 
and  aortic  orifices ;  urine  and  perspiration  acid.  Treatment  as  in  first 
case.  Jan.  1th. — Pains  disappeared ;  urine  still  acid.  Jan,  9th. — Im- 
provement ;  urine  alkaline.  No  further  treatment  required.  Detained 
in  hospital  to  watch  the  progress  of  the  case,  and  as  furnishing  a  good 
illustration  of  cardiac  disease,  for  those  learning  auscultation.  No 
return  of  disease  by  Feb.  14th,  when  he  was  discharged  cured.  Eight 
days  to  convalescence ;  from  commencing  treatment,  four  days. 

Cask  III. — ^W.  B.,  set  27;  male;  first  attack;  admitted  Jan.  8th; 
ill  6  days.  Commenced  in  left  hip ;  thence  to  left  knee  and  ankle,  and 
afterwards,  less  notably,  to  knee  and  ankle  of  right  side.  General  con- 
dition, on  entrance,  similar  to  that  of  case  II. ;  pulse  96  ;  pain  conside- 
rable ;  swelling  not  great.  To  have  a  warm  bath^  and  the  painful  joints 
to  be  rubbed  with  a  liniment  of  tinct  of  capsicum  and  carbonate  of  am- 
monia. Jan.  lOth. — No  improvement  noted.  To  take  the  Rochelle  Salt 
as  above.  The  urine,  which  was  acid  on  admission,  became  alkaline  on 
the  13th.  Coincidently  with  this  was  a  complete  disappearance  of  the 
pain  and  fever,  with  convalescence.  No  return  by  the  3 1st  January, 
when  he  was  discharged  cured.  No  complication.  Duration,  1 1  days 
to  convalescence ;  after  treatment,  6  days. 

Case  IV. — It.  D.»  set  25 ;  male  ;  first  attack ;  admitted  January  14 ; 
five  days  ill.  Began  in  knees  and  feet ;  afterwards  left  elbow,  wrist,  and 
shoulders.  Febrile  symptoms;  profuse  acid  sweats;  pain  and  swelling 
considerable.  The  Rochelle  Salf,  administered  as  above,  rendered  the 
urine  alkaline  by  the  18th.  There  was,  at  this  time,  slight  relief.  The 
medicine  was  continued,  as  before,  but  on  the  19th  tlie  urine  had  again 
become  acid,  and  the  pains  had  resumed  their  former  severity.  The  Salt 
was  now  given  every  two  hours,  instead  of  every  three.  Jan.  22. — Urine 
alkaline ;  considerable  diminution  of  pain  and  fever.  Jan.  2Uh. — Dis- 
appearance of  pains  completely.  No  return  of  disease  by  March  6th, 
when  he  was  discharged  cured.  No  complication.  Duration  to  con- 
valescence, 15  days;  from  commencing  treatment,  8  days. 

Cask  V. — ^E.  B.,  set  37;  male;  second  attack;  admitted  January 
15th,  after  nine  days*  illness.    Commencing  in  the  ankles,  it  soon  became 
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general.  Much  febrile  excitement ;  pain  intense,  so  as  to  oblige  patient 
to  lie  motionless,  on  the  back.  To  take  one  drachm^  every  two  hours,  of 
the  Salt,  No  change  till  the  19th,  when  the  urine  again  became  alka- 
fine,  and  there  was  slight  mitigation  of  the  pains.  On  the  20th  there 
was  increased  pains,  and  the  mine  was  strongly  acid.  It  remained  so 
imtil  February  2,  when  it  again  became  alkaline,  and  continued  so  as 
long  as  the  medicine  was  given.  His  convalescence  commenced  from 
this  date,  but  was  slow,  as  the  salt  had  produced  a  slightly  dysenterio 
trouble,  and  he  had  been  annoyed  with  haamorrhoids.  He  was  free  of 
riieumatisra  by  the  10th  of  February.  No  thoracic  complication. 
Duration  to  convalescence,  five  weeks.  He  was  retained  in  hospital  to 
March  26th,  without  a  return  of  the  disease. 

Case  VL— F.  V.,  set  lY,  male.  First  attack.  HI  five  days,  on  ad« 
mission,  January  28th.  Was  taken  with  chill,  and  pain  in  prsecordial  re- 
gion, on  the  26th.  Bheumatism  commenced  in  ankles ;  afterwards  in 
wrists,  and  soon  became  general  and  intense.  The  febrile  excitement 
was  great ;  dyspnoea  considerable,  complicated  with  double  (to  and  fro) 
friction  sound  over  prsecordial  region. 

Twelve  leeches  over  the  seat  of  the  morbid  sound ;  Bochelle  Salt,  3  j. 
every  tioo  hours. 

By  the  Slat,  the  friction  sound,  which  had  disappeared  in  conse- 
quence of  effusion  into  the  pericardium,  returned.  The  urine  still  con- 
tinued acid. 

Feb,  \8t.  Signs  of  pleuritic  effusion,  on  left  side;  coinciding  with 
considerable  pericarditic  exudation.  Cardiac  murmur  double  at  base ; 
single  at  apex  ;  systolic  murmur  heard  in  carotids  and  subcl avians ;  area 
of  praecordial  dullness  much  au^ented.  Percussion  dull  over  posterior 
left  lower  chest,  but  very  slightly  so.  Bronchial  respiration  and  bron- 
cophony  well  marked,  especially  in  left  interscapular  region. 

Feb.  1th,  Urine  alkaline.  Very  marked  relief ;  treatment  suspend- 
ed. No  further  trouble  from  rheumatism.  By  the  use  of  counter-irri- 
tation and  diuretics,  the  pleuritic  and  pericarditic  effusions  were  re- 
moved. Discharged,  cured,  Feb.  26.  Duration  of  rheumatism  to  con- 
valescence, 15  days.    From  commencing  medicine,  13  days. 

Case  VII.— R.  S.,  set.  48 ;  male.  Third  attack.  Admitted  Febm- 
ary  1st,  after  three  weeks  of  rheumatism,  during  which  time  he  had  been 
under  homoeopathic  treatment.  Commenced  in  hips ;  thence  spread  to 
knees,  anklefe,  wrists,  and  knuckles.     On  entrance,  fever  high ;  perspi- 
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T&Hon  profuse  and  wAd. ;  urine  acid ;  pulae,  108 ;  joints  painful  and 
swollen,  so  as  to  disable  him  from  motion.  No  complication.  To  take 
the  Salt  in  3  j.  daseSj  every  three  houre, 

Feb.  ^th.  Urine  alkaline.  No  marked  improvement  For  some  days 
after  last  record,  the  alkalinity  of  the  urine  was  noted,  without  accomr 
^nying  amendment  in  the  articular  pains ;  he  waa  then  put  upon  ike 
use  of  the  volatile  tincture  ofgulobc.  (  3  j.  three  timee  a  da/y.)  Soon  alter 
this,  he  commenced  to*  get  better,  and  was  convalescent  on  March  Ist, 
No  return  of  disease  by  April  1st,  when  he  was  discharged,  cured.  Du- 
ration to  convalescence,  seven  weeks.  From  commencing  treatment, 
four  weeks. 

Gasb  Yin. — J.  6.  set  21 ;  male.  Third  attack.  Five  days  before 
lidmission  (Feb.  2d)  had  been  taken  with  rheumatism^  which,  commen- 
cing in  the  knees,  spread  to  the  elbows,  wrists,  and  fingers,  in  soccesaion. 
On  entrance,  pulse  96 ;  general  febrile  reaction ;  joints,  though  painful 
and  swollen,  not  so  much  so  as  they  have  been.  Urine  acid.  Treatment 
as  usual,  by  Roehelle  Salt,  Feb,  6  th — Urine  aed  perspiration  alkaline ; 
relieved.  Feb.  2i th.  Discharged,  cured.  Patient  subsequently  had 
several  relapses,  but  of  very  slight  severity,  and  of  easy  relief.  Duration 
to  convalescence,  nine  days.  From  beginning  treatment,  four  days.  No 
complication. 

Case  IX. — J.  M.,  st  32 ;  male.  First  attack.  Admitted  February 
21st,  after  eight  days  of  rheumatism,  in  knees  and  shoulders.  Skin  hot 
and  dry ;  pulse  72 ;  much  pain  ;  swelling  moderate ;  urine  acid.  After 
taking  the  salt  for  three  days,  the  urine  became  alkaline.  The  pains  did 
not  decidedly  disappear  until  the  27th,  up  to  which  time,  the  urine  re- 
mained alkaline.  The  alkaline  lotion  (carb.  potash  with  opium,  in  in- 
fusion) was  used  in  this  c&se,  and  with  apparently  marked  benefit. 
Convalescent.  No  return  by  March  5.  Discharged,  cured.  No  com- 
plication. Duration  to  convalescence,  fourteen  days.  From  commen- 
cing treatment,  six  days. 

Gasx  X. — ^M.  R.,  set.  25 ;  female.  First  attack.  Admitted  Febru- 
ary 2l8t,  after  six  days  of  rheumatism.  Articulations  generally  affected. 
Pulse  96 ;  skin  hot  and  dry ;  urine  acid.  To  take  the  Salt,  3  j.  every 
hour. 

March  5th. — Urine  alkaline.  6th,  Pains  diminished.  Fever  subsi- 
ded. Duration  to  convalescence,  nineteen  days.  From,  beginning  of 
treatment,  thirteen  days.    No  complication. 
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Cask  XL— H.  B^  »t  27 ;  malo^  Second  attack  Admitted  Feb- 
niary  23,  after  three  wedn  of  rheiamatiBoi,  afeclang  the  joints  generally. 
These  are  now  swollen  and  painful.  Pulse  80 ;  irregular ;  occasionally 
mtermittent ;  pr«oordial  pain  from  commenoement  oi  attack.  Tongue 
cby  and  coated.  Impulse  of  heart  feeble ;  sounds  normal ;  urine  aei<t. 
BoclMe  Saltj  3  j*  ^^ry  hour.  July  2^th^ — Urine  alkaline.  ImproTQ- 
ment  noted.  March  7^A.— Urine^  which  has  remained  alkaline  up  ta 
date,  was  found  to  be  acid.  Aggrayati(Mi  of  ardcular  pains.  Mar€k  9tk, 
— Again,  alkaline  urine ;  improvement.  From  this  time,  convalescence 
steadily  continued.  Discharged,  with  some  stiffness  of  joints,  March  29. 
Duration  to  eonralescence,  thirty-five  days.  From  beginning  of  treat- 
ment, fourteen  days.    No  complication. 

Gabs  XIL— D.  V.,  9t  80 ;  male.  Admitted  February  26th,  eight 
days  ill,  with  general  acute  rheumatism ;  skin  hot,  dry ;  pulse  96 ; 
tongue  coated  ;  urine  add.  Treated  as  the  last  ease.  Feb.  2Sth. — ^Uriaa 
alkaline.  March  3(f. — Pains  disappeariDg;  convalescent  Noreiom  by 
March  29.  Discharged,  cured.  No  complication.  Duration  to  convi^ 
lescence,  thirteen  days.    From  beginning  of  treatment^  five  days. 

Gabb  Xin. — ^W.  &,  sat  46,  male.  Has  had  frequent  attacks  before 
the  present  This  came  on  four  days  before  admission,  Feb.  26,  begin- 
ning in  left  ankle  and  knee ;  joints  swollen  and  painful ;  skin  warm  and 
dry;  pulse  88;  urine  alkaline.  RochelU  Salt,  as  above.  Alkaline 
lotion  to  painful  articulations*  28^.  Right  elbow  swelled  and  painful. 
March  Sd.  Improving.  Sth.  Well.  No  return  by  21st,  whei;i  was  dis- 
charged cured.  Urine  continued  alkaline ;  no  complication ;  duration 
to  convalescence,  9  days ;  after  commencement  of  treatment,  5  days. 

Gasb  XIV. — G.  E.,  set  26,  male.  First  attack.  Admitted  with 
general  acute  articular  rheumatism  of  ten  days'  duration.  March  1st. 
Skin  warm,  perspiring ;  pulse  96 ;  tongue  dry ;  has  had  erysipelas  of 
head  and  face,  now  disappearing ;  urine  acid.  The  Rochelle  Salt  given 
as  above,  every  hour.  March  bth.  Urine  alkaline.  8th.  Improvement 
11  th.  Soft  dystolic  murmur  over  apex  of  heart  12th.  Urine  acid. 
I5th.  Urine  alkaline ;  marked  improvement,  which  continued  steadily, 
with  Bama  reaction  of  urine,  ontil  2  2d,  when  he  was  nearly  well.  Mttf* 
mnr  of  heart  (with  which  there  have  been  no  i^mptoms)  less  marked. 
Ko  return  of  disease  by  April  6th,  when  he  was  discharged,  cured. 
Dmration  to  convalescence,  24  days;  from  beginning  of  treatment^  14 
days. 
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Case  XV.— F.  S.,  aet.  21,  male,  Fi«t  attack.  Admitted  March 
5ik,  with  general  articular  rheumatism  of  six  dajs'  Rtanding.  Skin  hot, 
perBpiring;  pulse  112;  pain  and  swelling  marked;  soft,  systolic,  hasic 
murmur ;  urine  acid.  The  RoeheUe  Salt  ixnd  alkaiine  lotion,  Mardi 
8lA.  Alkaline  urine ;  no  marked  improvement  ^th.  Slight  diarrhoea. 
10th,  Convalescent.  No  return  of  disease,  by  April  2d,  when  waa 
discharged,  cured.  Duration  to  convalescence,  11  days;  from  com- 
mencement of  treatment,  6  days. 

Casb  XYL— F.  B.,  seL  22 ;  male.  Second  attack.  Taken  eight 
days  before  admission  (March  5)  with  the  rheumatic  pain,  and  swelling 
of  the  ankles  and  wrists.  Skin,  as  in  the  last  case;  pulse  116  ;  urin« 
acid.  Treated,  as  above,  by  the  Salt  and  alkaline  lotion.  By  the  11th, 
the  rheumatic  pains  had  nearly  disappeared ;  the  urine  was  alkaline 
on  the  12th.  No  interruption  to  convalescence,  which  allowed  him  to 
be  discharged,  April  6th.  Duration  to  convalescence,  14  days;  from 
beginning  of  treatment,  6  days.    No  complication. 

Cass  XVIL — J.  V.,  set  27 ;  male.  Third  attack.  Admitted  March 
6th,  on  third  day  of  rheumatic  fever,  affecting  the  joints  generally. 
Bldn  warm,  perspiring,  pulse  108 ;  urine  acid.  '  March  9th.  Urine  alka- 
line. 10/^.  Convalescing.  March  24th,  Discharged,  cured.  No  re- 
lapse; no  complication.  Duration  to  convalescence,  7  days;  from  be- 
ginning of  treatment,  4  days. 

Cask  XVIII.-— H.  B.  aet  24 ;  male.  First  attack,  4th  day.  Admit- 
ted March  8th.  Much  fever  and  constitutional  excitement  Joints  gen- 
erally very  much  swollen  and  painful.  Urine  acid.  Under  the  treats 
ment  above  mentioned,  the  urine  became  alkaline,  with  slight  amendment 
on  the  12th.  15th,  Urine  acid,  increase  of  pains.  20/A.  Urine 
again  became  alkaline,  and  convalescence  went  steadily  on.  Not  dis- 
charged, March  31,  when  I  left  the  service;  was  well,  however.  Dura- 
tion to  convalescence,  16  days.  From  beginning  of  treatment,  12  days. 
No  complication. 

Cask  XIX.— D.  L.  »t  26.  First  attock,  4th  day.  Admitted  March 
14th.  Rheumatic  inflammation  general,  severe ;  much  febrile  excitement; 
urine  acid.  March  llth.  Under  the  use  of  the  Bochelle  Salt,  the  urine 
became  alkaline,  with  coincident  relief  of  the  pains.  18/A.  Urine  acid 
pains  aggravated.  20th,  Slight  diarrhoea.  2Ut,  Urine  again  alkaiine 
with  relief  to  the  rheumatic  suffering.    Convalescence  went  steadily  on. 
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Duration,  11  days.    From  beginning  of  treatment,  1  days.     No  compli* 
cation. 

Cass  XX. — M.  F.,  aet  18;  female.  First  attack.  Admitted  March 
81,  after  seven  days  illneaa.  Rheumatism  commenced  in  ankles ;  thence 
to  knees  and  right  wrist ;  joints  painful  and  swollen ;  pulse  quick ;  skin 
warm  and  moist ;  urine  acid.  Rochelle  Salty  3  j.  evtry  two  hours.  Al- 
kaline and  opiate  lotion  to  joints.  April  Qth, — Urine  neutral ;  pains 
nearly  gone ;  the  urine  became  alkaline  on  the  next  day.  9(&. — ^Pains 
gone ;  suspend  medicine.  IQth — Discharged,  cured.  Duration  to  con- 
yalescence,  18  days.  From  beginning  treatment,  6  days.  No  compli- 
cation. 

^  Casb  XXL— M.  C,  aet  16 ;  female.  Third  attack.  April  2d. 
Rheumatic  trouble  in  joints,  general ;  ill  with  present  fever,  pain  and 
swelling,  six  days.  Acid  urine ;  signs  of  aortic  regurgitation.  JRochelle 
Salty  3  j*  every  hour.  To  use  the  lotion  as  in  last  case.  April  4th. — ^Urine 
acid;  diarrhoea.  Discontinue  the  medicine.  April  Qih. — Pains  less. 
Boch.  Salty  3j.  every  two  hours,  llth. — Urine  alkaline;  no  purging; 
pains  disappeared.  No  return  by  the  20th.  Discharged,  cured.  Dura- 
tion  to  convalescence,  17  days.  From  commencement  of  treatment,  11 
days. 

Case  XXII.— M.  A.  C,  st.  20 ;  female ;  March  28th ;  first  attack ; 
two  days  ill ;  arthritis  general,  very  considerable ;  fever  and  pain  marked ; 
urine  acid.  Treatment  as  in  last  case.  March  dO/A. — Urine  alkaline ; 
pain  diminished.  Amendment  continued  until  April  8th,  when  with 
acidity  of  urine  from  diminution  of  the  Salt ;  there  was  aggravation  of 
pain.  ^th. — Increased  acidity  of  urine ;  pains  and  swelling  of  joints 
were  noticed.  To  resume  the  salty  3  j.  every  hour.  10*A. — Urine  less 
acid  ;  pains  diminished.  The  urine,  by  the  14th,  had  gradually  become 
alkaline,  with  coincident  diminution  of  the  arthritis,  so  that  on  this  date 
there  was  only  complaint  made  of  slight  pain  in  the  knee.  20ih. — ^En- 
threly  free  from  pain.  25<A. — ^Discharged,  cured.  No  complication.  To 
convalescence,  17  days.    From  beginning  of  treatment,  15  days. 

Cass  XXm.— 0.  M^  mL  18;  female;  April  6th;  first  attack; 
general;  pulse  slightly  accelerated;  skin  natural;  affected  joints 
swollen,  red  and  painful ;  urine  acid ;  three  days  ill.  Rochelle  Salty  3  j. 
every  hour.    \^th. — Urine  alkaline.    14fA^— Pains  diminishing.    Conva- 


8  Db.  MinciJLFB'A  OojM  ^  ^  [Oct, 

lescent  Vlik. — Paia  absent,  except  in  shoulder.  21«t*-JBiitkely  re- 
lieved. No  complication.  Duration  to  conyalescence,  11  days.  From 
treatment,  8  days.  ' 


Case  XXI7.— -P.  S.,  act  2Y ;  male;  April  16tli;  first  attack,  8th 
day,  general ;  ankles  principally  affected,  tense,  red  and  painful ;  urine 
acid ;  pulse  f  6 ;  skin  warm  and  moist.  ?%«  Sali^  every  two  hours,  with 
the  loHon,  \9th. — ^Urine  alkaline;  pains  less.  2ith. — ^Pains  shifting 
from  joints  affected;  convalescing.  29th, — Cured.  To  convalescence, 
10  days.    From  treatment,  8  days.    No  complication. 

Oabb  XXV.— J.  M.,  et  24;  male;  April  11th;  first  attack;  fifth 
day ;  arthritis  of  lower  extremities,  thence  to  right  wrist,  elbow  and 
shoulder ;  pulse  80 ;  skin  warm  and  dry ;  joints  swollen  and  painful ; 
urine,  acid.  Boch,  saltj  3  j.  every  two  hours.  ISth, — Medicine  discon- 
Hnued  on  account  of  diarrhoea.  14fA — Resumed,  with  addition  of  a  few 
drops  of  laudanum.  \*lth. — No  diarrhoea.  18<A. — Urine  alkaline,  bow- 
els inclined  to  be  loose.  Discontinue  medicine.  2\st. — Pains  somewhat 
abated.  23(£. — Symptoms  of  typhoid  condition.  To  have  supporting 
treatment,  with  stimulus.  May  \2th. — Discharged,  cured.  No  cardiac 
complication.  Duration  to  convalescence,  from  arthritis,  16  days.  Alter 
treatment,  11  days. 

Case  XXVL— R.  T.,  »t.  23 ;  male ;  May  Tth ;  fourth  day ;  first  at- 
tack ;  pulse,  72 ;  skin  moist ;  tongue  coated ;  joints  moderately  swollen 
and  painful ;  urine  acid.  Rheumatism  in  knees,  ankles,  and  left  shoul- 
der. Boch.  Saltf  3j.  every  four  hours.  May  I2th. — Urine  alkaline; 
pains  nearly  gone.  No  return  by  21st  Discharged,  cured.  To  conva- 
lescence, 9  days.    From  treatment,  5  days.    No  complication. 

Cass  XXYIL^P.  H.,  «^  30 ;  male ;  May  14th ;  fifth  day ;  several 
previous  attacks ;  at  present,  in  joints  of  lower  extremities ;  signs  of 
hypertrophy  of  heart ;  pulse  108,  intermitting,  strong ;  respiration 
short,  hurried ;  face  anxious,  pallid;  skin  warm,  perspiring;  urine  acid. 
Boch.Sali,  I }.  every  two  hours.  lY^A.— Urine  becoming  alkalina.  I9ih. 
— Joints  of  fingers  attacked.  Alkalims  lotiom.  Sit/.— Urine  alkaline ; 
pains  dimimshed ;  convaleacttit.  2dd^^£ntirely  relieved.  No  return. 
To  convalescence,  12  days.    From  beginning  of  treatment,  1  days. 
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Cabs  XXVni^--B.  S.»  female,  tet.  2« ;  April  2Sd ;  tbird  attack,  14 
days;  general;  pulse  84;  akm  moist  and  warm;  joints  rery  painfid 
and  much  swollen;  urine  aeid.  The  ealt  every  Ueo  hours.  26fA«-«^ 
Urine  slightly  alkaline.  21  th. — Decidedly  so;  conyalescence.  There 
were  sereral  relapses  with  this  patient,  to  a  slight  degree.  June  4th. — 
ZHseharged  cured.  To  conyalescence,  18  days ;  itom  treatment,  4  days. 
No  compMcation. 

Cask  XXIX. — ^E.  M.,  male,  set.  27 ;  April  26th ;  seventh  day,  first 
attack ;  arthritis  general  and  severe ;  skin  warm,  perspiring ;  pulse  112, 
full ;  urine  acid.  The  salt  every  second  hour.  May  1st, — Urine  alkaf 
line ;  pains  less.  Discontinued  medicine,  with  result  of  one  or  two  slight 
relapses.  July  2d, — Discharged  cured.  To  convalescence,  12  days; 
from  treatment,  5  days.    Ko  complication. 

Cask  XXX. — ^E,  C,  female,  «t.  26 ;  June  4th  ;  first  attack,  third 
day.  First  came  in  ankles,  then  in  knees,  afterwards  became  general ; 
joints  very  painful  and  much  swollen  ;  pulse  100 ;  skin  moist  and  warm ; 
urine  acid.  The  salt,  3  j.  every  three  hours.  The  lotion  to  the  painful 
joints.  Jime  8/A. — ^Urine  alkaline ;  pains  no  better.  9/A. — ^Pains  dim- 
inishing. ll^A. — ^Urine  alkaline;  pains  gone,  except  right  shoulder; 
convalescent  \2th. — Slight  aggravation  of  pain.  15^^. — Improving. 
No  further  drawback;  discharged  cured,  July  10th.  To  convalescenoe, 
10  days ;  from  treatment,  6  days.    No  complication, 

Cabb  XXXLr-*N.  M.,  ffit.  28,  female ;  May  21st ;  first  attack,  seventh 
day ;  rheumatism  in  ankles,  knees,  right  shoulder ;  joints  painful  and 
Bvollan ;  skin  warm  and  moist ;  urine  acid.  The  salt  every  second  hoWf 
and  ike  lotion.  25(A.'— *Urine  less  acid.  29th. — Alkaline  urine ;  conva- 
lescence. June  l.*-*Cured.  To  convalescence,  15  days;  from  treat>- 
BEient>  8  days.    No  complication. 

Casb  XXXII.---A.  K.,  »t.  41,  male ;  May  2dd ;  9ec<Hid  attack,  suOi 
day.  In  ankles  first ;  then  in  wrists  and  knees,  which  are  painful  and 
swollen  ;  pulse  natural ;  skin  wann  and  moist ;  orine  acid.  The  mli^ 
every  hour. 

2lth. — Urine  becoming  alkaline ;  decrease  of  pain.  29th. — ^Urine 
alkaline ;  pains  nearly  gone.  Treatment  suspended.  June  2d. — ^Urine 
add ;  relapse.     Under  treatment,  as  above.    June  4<A.— Pains  disappeaN 
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ing.  July  Bd. — ^Has  had  frequent  relapsee ;  disease  auuming  a  chronic 
obstinate  form.  To  tak$  Unct  i^  gentian  and  iron.  To  convaleacence,  12 
days ;  from  treatment,  6  daya.    No  complication. 

Cass  XXXIIL— M.  A.  B.,  et  39,  female ;  June  2':rth ;  twelfth  daj, 
fourth  attack.  Came  on  in  feet ;  then  general ;  was  said  to  have  peri- 
carditis before  admission — no  traces  of  its  presence  now ;  pulse  full, 
quick  ;  skin  warm  and  perspiring ;  urine  acid.  The  salt  every  second 
hour^  and  the  lotion  to  painful  joints,  29  th, — Discontinue  medicine^  on 
account  of  loose  bowels.  July  2d. — Resumed  salt,  with  addition  of 
laudanum^  to  check  tendency  to  diarrhoea.  July  Zd. — Urine  acid  ;  de- 
lirium last  night ;  pulse  112 ;  skin  hpt  and  dry ;  no  looseness  of  bowels. 
July  ith. — Hysterical  tetanic  symptoms.  Assafcetida  mixture,  bth. — 
Perspiration  alkaline.  *lth. — Hysterical  and  febrile  symptoms  dimin- 
ished ;  mitigation  of  the  pains.  9th — Fains  disappeared ;  urine  acid. 
Did  well  until  29th,  when  she  had  a  slight  relapse.  Treatm.ent  by  the 
salt,  3j.  every  hour,  and  the  lotion  resumed.  Z\st. — ^Alkaline  urine; 
pains  better.  To  convalescence,  24  days;  from  beginning  treatment^ 
12  days.    No  cardiac  complication. 

Case  XXXIV.— H.  W.,  «t.  19,  male;  July  16th;  fifth  day,  first 
attack ;  in  lower  extremities ;  joints  painful  and  swollen ;  urine  acid. 
The  salt  every  two  hours.  \9th. — ^Urine  neutral.  2\st. — Alkaline. 
22d. — Pains  gone.  No  relapse.  To  convalescence,  11  days,  from  treat- 
ment, 6  days.    No  complication. 

Case  XXXV.— J.  H.,  set  35,  male ;  July  16th ;  first  attack,  sixth 
day.  Joints  of  lower  extremities  very  painful  and  much  swollen,  at 
commencement ;  arthritis  at  present  general ;  pulse  80 ;  skin  warm,  per- 
spiring profusely ;  urine  acid.  The  salt,  every  two  hours.  Idth. — Urine 
alkaline ;  pains  diminished.  Improved  till  23d,  when  there  was  a  re- 
lapse of  considerable  severity,  coinciding  with  renewed  acidity  of  the 
urine.  On  returning  to  the  Rochelle  salt  and  alkaline  lotion,  the  urine 
became  alkaline  on  the  28th ;  convalescence  went  on  steadily  from  this 
day  to  August  1st,  when  he  was  cured.  To  convalescence,  14  days; 
from  treatment  8  days.    No  complication. 

Remarks. — The  results  of  the  foregoing  plan  of  treatment  have  left 
me  impressed  with  the  &ot  of  its  excellence,  when  compared  with  those 
most  generally  recommended.    It  is  very  simple,  and  it  seems  very  effi- 
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eacioTis.  The  therapeutio  application  of  alkaline  remedies  owes  its  chief 
extension  to  the  recent  adrocates  it  has  found  among  English  physicians, 
and  especially  to  the  strong  recommendation  of  Dr.  Henry  William  Pol- 
ler, in  his  well-knofm  work  '*0n  Rhemnatism,  Rheumatic  Gout,  and 
Sciatica,'*  published  in  1852. 

In  the  cases  of  Dr.  Fuller,  from  the  complicated  means  resorted  to^ 
it  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  tell  how  much  of  the  favorable  result  should 
be  attributed  to  the  use  of  the  alkaline  remedies,  and  how  much  should 
be  awarded  to  the  influence  of  venesection,  calomel,  opium,  colchicum, 
and  tartar  emetic  The  cases  here  reported  are  at  least  free  ftxmi  this 
source  of  embarrassment.  The  choice  must  be  made  between  the  work- 
ings of  vix  medicatrix  naiurcB,  and  the  remedial  agency  of  the  Rochelle 
Salt  Nor  do  I  suppose  that  any  one  familiar  with  the  natural  history 
of  the  disease,  will  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  ascribe  very  decided  thera- 
peutical power  to  the  medicine  in  question.  Occasionally,  an  anodyne 
of  Dover's  Powder  was  given,  at  bed  time,  to  allow  sleep ;  but  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  was  quite  exceptional. 

The  average  number  of  days  before  the  urine  became  alkaline,  after 
commencement  of  treatment,  was  six  and  one  sixth.  The  average  num- 
ber of  days  before  convalescence  commenced,  after  treatment^  was  ten 
and  one  half. 

In  every  case  but  one,  the  urine  was  acid  on  admission.  The  pers- 
piration was  uniformly  acid  on  entering  the  Hospital.  In  only  two  cases 
was  it  noticed  as  having  becoihe  neutral  or  alkaline. 

Out  of  the  thirty-five  cases,  six  had  complication  of  heart  disease. 
Of  these,  five  were  old  sufferers,  or  gave  evidence  that  the  cardiac  trouble 
existed  several  days  previously  to  admission. 

Of  thirty  caseSy  only  one  was  found  to  give  any  sign  of  endocardial 
or  pericardial  inflammation^  after  admission  to  the  Hospital  and  com- 
mencement of  treatment.  It  may  be  well  to  state  that  frequent  and  care- 
ful examinations  were  made  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  heart  If 
the  estimate  made  by  Dr.  Fuller,  that  one  half  the  cases  of  acute 
rheumatism  are  complicated  with  cardiac  lesion,  be  not  exaggerated,  there 
has  been  a  strange  immunity  in  those  above  recorded. 

As  a  general  rule,  there  will  be  observed  a  near  relation  between  the 
commencement  of  convalescence  and  the  time  at  which  the  urine  became 
alkaline.    In  eighteen  of  the  number,  there  was  exact  coincidence  noted. 

In  one  case  (VII.),  no  benefit  was  derived  from  the  treatment  by  the 
Rochelle  Salt  Improvement  commenced  soon  after  the  administration 
of  the  volatile  tincture  of  guaiacum.    In  another  case  (XXV.),  the  med- 
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icine  was  discontinued  on  account  oi  producing  diarrhoea.  Whera  thia 
was  slight  (in  fiv«  cases),  the  salt  waa  suspended  for  a  short  time ;  or  U 
waa  Qontanued  in  combination  with  kodanum,  to  prevent  catharsis. 

The  lotion  of  cafei>onate  of  potaah  and  opium,  seemed  to  give  marked 
relief  to  the  articular  pains.  Cloths  wet  with  it  were  kept  wrapped  about 
tbe  joints,  until  mitigation  of  the  suffering  was  prodnoed. 

Am  a  rule  it  will  be  ohaenred,  l^at  earlj  convalescence  is  directly  pro« 
poHional  to  the  period  <^  die  disease  at  which  treatment  was  commenced. 
Gonvalescenee  has  bean  dated  from  the  disi^pearance  <^  fever  and  aller<- 
iaCioitofpain. 

In  eonelusion»  I  na^  observe  that  the  general  condition  of  th«  pa- 
tients on  leaving  the  Hospital  was  very  satis&ctcny.  They  were  nearly 
all  laboring  men  and  women,  or  small  tcadespeople,  and  were  aUe  to  go 
at  once  to  their  former  oceupetions. 

34  East  Poubtbsnth  Strbbt,  AuffUBt  1855. 


Practkal  Ohiervatums  on  the  uieef  Ether  and  Chlor<rform. 

From  the  first  introduction  of  these  agents  for  the  purpose  of 
thesia,  there  has  been  much  difference  of  opinion  in  the  profession  in  re- 
gard to  the  extent  of  the  applicability  of  each.  At  the  outset,  sulphuric 
ether  was  used  with  the  utmost  freedom  in  all  quarters,  by  surgeons, 
accoucheurs,  and  dentists ;  and  when  chloroform  was  introduced,  it  was 
supposed,  by  many  physicians,  that  we  had  now  reached  perfection  in 
anaesthesia.  Some,  indeed,  expressed  doubts  on  the  subject,  and  were 
disposed  to  use  these  agents,  especially  chloroform,  with  much  caution ; 
and  some  were  entirely  opposed  to  the  use  of  either.  The  great  major- 
ity however,  of  those  who  used  them,  did  so  with  little  caution,  imd  with 
no  fears  of  any  unfavorable  results.  But  one  case  after  another  occurred, 
in  which  the  use  of  chloroform  produced  even  death.  These  cases 
occasioned  so  much  alarm  that  the  use,  not  only  of  chloroform,  but  of 
ether  also,  was  for  a  time,  largely  relinquished.  Ether  has,  however, 
been  coming  into  favor  more  and  more  with  the  profession  in  this  coun- 
try, and  at  the  present  time,  it  is  used  to  a  much  greater  extent  than 
chloroform. 

It  is  claimed  for  ether,  by  its  advocates,  that  it  has  never  caused 
death,  and  I  believe  that  this  claim  is  well-founded.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  claimed  for  chloroform,  that,  with  proper  precautions,  it  is 
really  as  safe  as  ether.    And  it  is  used  constantly  by  some,  both  in  sur- 
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gery  and  midwifery,  without,  as  they  say,  any  untoward  effects,  and  eer- 
tainly  without  any  immediately  fatal  ones.  In  Great  Britain,  it  is  almost 
vniversally  preferred  to  ether. 

It  is  only  by  a  strict  and  extensile  observation  of  the  effects  of  these 
agents,  that  we  can  determine,  satisfactorily,  the  applicability  of  each, 
and  arrive  at  the  rules  which  should  govern  us  in  their  use.  I  propose 
dmply  to  offer  some  suggestions  which  may  serve  to  guide  us  in  such 
an  observation. 

I  remark,  at  the  outset,  that  the  common  experience  of  the  proftdimoB 
has  taught  us,  that  any  agent  that  acts  decidedly  upon  the  system  is  at* 
tended  with  some  degree  of  danger,  and  requires  caution  in  its  adminis- 
tration. This  is  especially  true  if  its  action  be  rapid,  as  well  as  decided. 
But,  in  the  midst  of  the  rejoicing  of  medical  men  over  the  introduction 
of  the  anaesthetic  agents,  this,  established  truth  seems  to  have  been  for- 
gotten by  many  of  them.  They  administered  them  as  if  they  were 
exceptions  to  this  general  truth.  The  use  of  them  has  been  quite  com* 
monly  careless  and  indiscriminate.  There  has  even  been  a  disregard  of 
the  fact,  that  idiosyncrasies  exist  in  many  individuals  rendering  them 
peculiarly  susceptible  to  some  agents.  Many  of  the  deaths  from  chloro- 
form have  undoubtedly  resulted  from  such  a  susceptibility  in  relation  to 
this  agent. 

It  is  obvious,  that  there  is  more  need  of  caution  in  the  use  of  chloro* 
form  than  in  that  of  ether,  from  the  greater  rapidity  widi  which  it  in- 
duces anaesthesia.  The  transition  of  the  system  from  entire  sensibility 
to  perfect  insensibility  in  less  than  a  minute,  cannot  be  otherwise  than 
hazardous.  It  is  not  at  all  wonderful  that  so  rapid  and  great  a  change 
in  the  nervous  system  should  occasionally  result  in  death.  It  is  just 
what  we  ought  to  expect.  And  therefore,  we  should  be  extremely 
cautious  in  regard  to  the  rapidity  of  the  effect  which  we  produce.  Bape* 
cially  should  we  be  cautious  in  this  respect  in  all  cases  where  the 
anaesthesia  is  induced  for  the  first  time. 

It  may  be  that  this  rapidity  of  effect  is  the  only  reason  that  chloiD- 
form  is  not  as  safe  as  ether.  You  cannot  in  any  way  induce  anaes- 
thesia by  ether  as  quickly  as  you  can  by  chloroform.  It  is  comparatively 
a  long  process.  And  the  difference  between  a  transition  of  lees  than  a 
minute,  and  that  which  occupies  several  minutes,  may  be  the  difference 
between  life  and  death. 

If  ether  and  chloroform  differed  from  each  other  e99entiaUy  in  regard 
to  safety  in  their  use,  we  should  expect  to  find  an  essential  difference  in 
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their  effects.  Bat  the  difference  in  the  nature  of  their  effects  is  but 
slight  The  ether  has  a  more  marked  stage  of  excitement  preceding 
the  quiet  state  of  ansssthesia,  and  it  causes  generally  more  turgescence 
and  discoloration  of  the  face.  The  most  observable  difference  is  not 
in  >  the  nature  of  the  effects,  but  in  the  time  required  to  produce 
them. 

Some  of  the  recent  experience  of  the  profession  in  the  use  of  chloro- 
form seems  to  show  that  the  rapidity  of  its  influence  is  the  only  source 
of  its  danger.  Since  so  many  deaths  have  arisen  from  its  use,  more  care 
has  been  exercised  on  this  point  by  those  who  have  adhered  to  it,  and 
the  experience  that  has  been  gathered  in  this  way  is  very  satisfactory. 
I  will  cite  but  a  single  specimen  of  the  experience  referred  to.  M.  Mou- 
rner, the  chief  medical  officer  of  a  hospital  in  Constantinople,  states  that 
in  several  thousand  cases  of  the  wounded,  brought  there,  he  had  uaed 
ohloroform,  from  the  slightest  to  the  most  serious,  and  without  any  ill 
effects  in  any  case.  His  mode  of  administration  secures  a  slow  produc- 
tion of  anaesthesia.  It  is  this : — A  paper  cone  is  made  with  a  base  wide 
enough  to  embrace  both  mouth  and  nostrils,  the  apex  being  cut  across 
so  as  to  allow  of  the  free  ingress  of  air  during  inspiration.  Here  is  in- 
serted a  little  charpie^  on  which  are  dropped  20  or  80  drops  of  chloro« 
form.  The  patient  is  placed  horizontally,  his  eyes  are  bandaged,  and 
the  strictest  silence  is  observed.  The  pulse,  respiration,  and  duration  of 
inhalation  are  carefully  watched  by  an  intelligent  assistant.  The  cone  is' 
alternately  brought  for  a  few  seconds  in  contact  with  the  face  and  re- 
moved ;  and  in  proportion  as  the  anaesthesia  becomes  declared,  the  ap- 
paratus is  held  nearer  and  longer  to  the  face ;  the  chloroform  is  renewed 
in  the  cone  as  many  times  as  is  needed.  The  sensibility  of  the  patient 
is  judged  of  by  pinching  and  interrogating  him,  and  his  silence  is  the 
signal  for  commencing  the  operation. 

I  would  not  say  that  it  is  absolutely  settled  that  the  danger  attend- 
ing the  use  of  chloroform  is  owing  solely  to  the  cause  mentioned.  This, 
in  view  of  the  considerations  presented,  we  may  say,  is  probably  true ; 
but  further  observation  is  needed  to  settle  this  point  definitely. 

Another  fact  in  the  use  of  anaesthetics,  though  it  has  often  been  no- 
ticed, has  not  been  sufficiently  regarded  in  practice.  I  refer  to  the  fact 
that  pain  is  antagonistic  to  their  influence,  just  as  it  is  to  the  influence 
of  opium.  It  is  from  this  fact  that,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  all  the 
deaths  from  chloroform  have  occurred  in  the  practice  of  sui^ry  and 
dentistry.    In  midwifery,  the  suffering  condition  of  the  system  prevents 
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the  fall  and  sudden  effect  from  taking  place,  and  thus  obviates  the  dan- 
ger of  arresting  the  action  of  the  respiratory  muscles  and  the  heart 
We  occasionally  see  in  the  same  case  the  contrast  between  the  influence 
of  the  chloroform  when  there  is  suffering,  and  its  influence  when  there 
18  none.  I  call  to  mind  a  case  in  which  a  man  was  put  into  complete 
insensibility,  by  the  same  amount  that  only  made  him  easy  and  happy, 
with  the  full  possession  of  his  senses,  when  administered  while  he  was 
suffering  severe  pain.  Great  amounts  are  sometimes  used  with  safety  in 
cases  of  extreme  suffering.  I  once  used  eight  ounces  of  chloroform  in 
less  than  twelve  houri^  in  one  case  of  labor. 

It  is  clear,  from  the  facts  and  considerations  presented,  that,  in  all 
cases  where  there  is  no  suffering,  the  ansesthetic  being  used  prospectively 
as  a  preventive  of  suffering  from  an  operation  to  be  performed,  it  is  essen- 
dal  to  safety  to  bring  the  system  gradually  under  its  influence.  Even  in 
the  use  of  ether,  this  is  the  proper  course ;  for  there  may  be  some  idio- 
syncrasy which  renders  it  inapplicable,  perhaps  dangerous,  and  this  can 
obviously  be  better  discovered  under  a  gradual  administration  of  the- 
agent  But  in  the  case  of  chloroform,  all  experience  demonstrates  the 
necessity  of  this  course  to  be  imperative. 

In  the  hospital  in  this  city,  and  in  private  practice  also,  we  make  use 
of  a  mixture  of  chloroform  and  ether,  one  part  of  the  former  to  four  of 
the  latter.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  acts  more  kindly  than  ether  does 
alone.  The  action  of  the  ether  is  so  modified  by  the  chloroform  that 
the  stage  of  excitement  preceding  the  fbll  ansesthesia  is  generally  quite 
slight,  instead  of  being  troublesome  as  it  often  is  when  ether  only  is 
used. 

I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion'^that,  with  the  present  experience  of 
the  profession,  we  ought  to  use  either  ether  alone  or  the  mixture  referred 
to,  in  all  those  cases  where  the  object  is  to  prevent  rather  than  relieve 
suffering.  Chloroform  may  be  used  in  those  cases  in  which  suffering  is 
actually  present ;  but  we  are  hardly  warranted  as  yet  in  using  it  as  a 
preventive.  IfJ  by  further  experience,  it  be  satisfactorily  determined,  as 
I  think  it  will  be,  that  its  danger  to  life  depends  wholly  upon  the  rapid- 
ity of  its  influence,  we  shall  then  be  justified  in  using  it  in  all  cases, 
taking  care  to  bring  the  patient  slowly  under  its  influence,  and  watching 
its  effect  especially  upon  the  respiration.  But  we  must  wait  patiently 
for  the  observation  of  the  profession  in  regard  to  this  point 

In  the  gradual  induction  of  anaesthesia,  it  is  a  matter  of  some  im- 
portance that  the  patient  be  kept  perfectly  quiet    Noise  and  disturbance 


16     Db.  Hooker  on  the  Use  of  Eih&r  and  Chlaroform.  [Oct, 

in  the  room  interfere  mftnifestlj  with  the  kindly  influence  of  either  ohlo- 
roform  or  ether.  The  process  of  inducing  anaesthesia  needs  to  be  an 
uninterrupted,  aa  well  as  a  gradual  process,  in  order  to  be  perfectly  sat^ 
isjEiactory. 

Another  circumstance  of  some  importance,  is  the  adaptation  of  the 
amount  used  to  each  individual  case.  Some  are  much  more  readily 
affected  than  others.  In  some,  too,  the  effect  lasts  longer  than  in  othen» 
From  these  and  other  differences,  the  management  of  the  anesthetic 
needs  to  be  Taried  much  in  different  individuals.  And  there  is  a  sort  of 
tact  acquired  by  experience  in  this  adaptation  to  individual  cases. 

There  is  another  point  in  the  use  of  anaesthetic  agents  to  which 
snfBcient  attention  has  not  been  directed.  I  refer  to  the  occasional  pro- 
duction of  various  injurious  effects.  Agents  of  such  power  cannot  act 
favorably  in  all  cases  and  under  all  circumstances.  K  used  indiscriaAi- 
nately,  they  must  often  do  harm,  and  sometimes  undoubtedly  lasting 
injury  is  inflicted.  When  this  is  the  case,  relief  from  pain  is  purchased 
at  too  dear  a  cost 

We  are  not,  thereforCy^merely  to  inquire  what  cautions  are  necessary 
to  prevent  death  from  occurring  in  the  use  of  anaesthetic  agents ;  but  we 
are  to  search  diligently  for  all  those  circumstances  that  cause  them  to 
produce  any  evil  effects,  of  whatever  kind  they  may  be.  I  have  not  a 
doubt,  that  in  the  practice  of  midwifery,  valuable  as  these  agents  are, 
they  have  often  produced  effects  more  or  less  disastrous  from  their  indis- 
criminate use*  And  the  same  may  be  said  of  surgery,  though  not  to  the 
same  extent  For  the  state  of  suffering  in  the  process  of  labor  is  compli- 
cated often  with  affections,  general  or  local,  that  must  sometimes  be  in- 
consistcQt  with  the  use  of  anaesthetic  agents — a  complication  that  exists 
much  less  frequently  in  surgical  cases.  The  attention  of  the  profession 
has  been  too  exclusively  devoted  to  the  question  as  to  danger  to  life  in 
their  use ;  and  other  effects,  injurious,  though  not  fatal,  have  been  too 
much  left  out  of  view.  We  need  accurate  and  extensive  observation  to 
determine  precisely  the  circumstances  which  should  govern  us  in  tbeir 
administration,  especially  in  the  practice  of  midwifery.  Till  the  results 
of  such  observation  be  gathered,  we  should  proceed  with  much  caution, 
preferring  always  to  let  Uie  patient  suffer  pain,  rather  than  incur  any 
risk  of  doing  her  essential  injury. 

I  may  remark  in  the  general,  that  there  has  been  much  of  careless, 
indiscriminating  observation  in  regard  to  the  actual  effects  of  ansesthetic 
agents.    The  great  want  in  regard  to  these,  in  common  with  all  other 
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Tsmedial  agents,  is  accurate  obeenration.  There  is  no  one  thing  in  which 
the  profession  are  so  deficient  as  in  this.  There  is  among  us,  as  well  as 
in  the  world  around  ns,  enough  of  thinking,  of  reasoning,  of  speculating, 
but  not  enough  of  accurate  and  intelligent  seeing.  Let  every  one  scan 
thoroughly  his  own  experience  in  the  use  of  the  agents  under  considera- 
tion, and  let  this  experience  be  recorded  and  compared  extensively,  and 
then  shall  we  learn  the  true  value  of  each  of  them,  and  the  various  cir« 
cumstances  that  should  govern  and  limit  their  administration.  With 
isuch  a  recorded  experience,  I  have  no  doubt  that  these  agents  will  be 
found  to  be  among  our  most  valuable  remedies  for  disease.  Their  rang^ 
-ot  usefulness  will  be  vastly  widened.  The  surgeon  and  the  aecouebewr 
-will  not  claim  th^a  as  peenliarly  their  own,  but  the  physician  will  use 
them  in  his  daily  practice  for  the  relief  of  suffering,  and  for  the  promo* 
iion  of  the  effects  of  other  renxedies.  W.  H. 


BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

Two  Ca$e8  of  Fatal  Hemiplegia,  mih  absence  of  postmortem  appearances^ 
By  Hbnrt  B.  Sandb,  M.  D.,  Senior  Assistant  Surgeon,  Bellevue 
Hospital. 

Gasb  L    Mary  G ,  an  Irish  woman,  st  35,  was  admitted  into 

Bellevue  Hospital,  March  11th,  1855,  with  well  marked  hemiplegia  of 
th«  left  side.  The  angle  of  the  mouth  was  displaced  in  the  usual  man- 
near,  and  the  power  of  motion  in  the  left  upper  and  lower  extremities 
almost  abolished ;  the  tongue,  too,  when  protruded,  pointed  towards  the 
paralysed  side.  Sensation,  however,  was  but  slightly  impaired,  and  thfi 
mind  remained  tolerably  clear.  There  was  no  rigidity  of  the  muscles  of 
the  paralyzed  limbs.  The  only  points  ascertained  in  the  history  of  the 
case  were  given  by  the  patient  herself,  and  were  as  follows :  She  was  a 
married  woman,  generally  temperate,  and  earned  her  living  by  washing 
and  ironing.  Al^ut  two  weeks  prior  to  entering  the  Hospital,  she  waa, 
whilst  engaged  at  work,  suddenly  seised  with  a  fit,  and  fell  down  inseA- 
sibleb  She  could  not  tell  how  lonff  she  remained  in  this  oondition ;  but 
when  consciousness  returned,  she  found  herself  powerless  in  the  left  aim 
and  leg.  On  the  day  following  her  admission  she  became  drowsy  and 
«tupid,  and  OTadnally  sunk  into  a  state  of  profound  insensibility.  The 
puke  waa  of  natural  frequency,  but  unusually  full  and  strong,  and  the 
pupils  were  both  considerably  dilated*  contracting  but  litde  under  the 
liglit    Wet  cups  to  the  t^nples,  blisters  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  » 
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brisk  cathartic,  were  administered,  bat  &iled  in  doing  any  good.  ^Deatb 
hj  coma  occurred  on  the  fourth  da^. 

Postmortem  examination  failed  m  discovering  any  cerebral  lesion  ta 
explain  the  symptoms  present  during  life.  There  was  no  disease  of  the 
membranes,  no  serous  or  sanguineous  effusion  in  or  upon  the  brain,  no 
unusual  vascularity,  nor  any  perceptible  alteration  in  the  consistency  of 
the  nervous  tissue.  The  spinal  cord  was  not  examined.  The  thoracio 
and  abdominal  organs  appeared  healthy. 

Cajbk  IL  On  the  1st  of  July,  1865,  a  woman  apparently  about 
25  years  of  age,  was  brought  to  Bellevue  Hospital  by  a  policeman,  who^ 
had  found  her  lying  in  the  street,  nearly  insensible.  No  friends  accom- 
panied her,  nor  coutd  any  particulars  of  her  illness  be  obtained.  On 
examination  she  seemed  dull  and  confused,  and  wm  unable  to  give  any 
connected  account  of  herself.  There  was  evidently  loss  of  voluntary 
motion  in  the  right  upper  and  lower  extremities,  since  they  were  not 
seen  to  move  as  were  those  of  the  left  side,  and,  when  raised  from  the 
bed  and  allowed  to  fall,  dropped  dead  and  heavy  without  the  least  sign 
of  resistance.  There  was  no  loss  of  motion,  however,  in  the  muscles  of 
the  face,  no  displacement  of  the  features ;  the  tongue  could  be  thrust 
out  straight,  and  the  power  of  speech,  though  somewhat  imperfect,  was 
yet  by  no  means  abolished.  Sensation  was  scarcely  at  all  impaired^ 
Physical  examination  revealed  a  well-marked,  rough,  systolic  murmur 
heard  most  distinctly  at  the  heart's  apex.  The  general  aspect  of  the 
patient  was  aniemic.  She  was  very  pale,  and  had  a  weak  and  compres- 
siblCy  though  slightly  accelerated  pulse.  No  anasarca.  No  albumen  in 
the  urine.  Treatment  consisted  of  a  purgative,  followed  by  a  blister  to 
the  back  of  the  neck ;  a  moderate  allowance  of  wine,  given  in  beef  tea,  was 
also  ordered.    On  the  day  after  her  admission  she  appeared  more  intelli- 

S«t,  and,  on  inouiry,  stated  that  about  ten  days  before  entering  the 
oapital,  she  had  suddenly  lost  the  power  of  moving  her  right  arm  and 
leg,  and  that  previously  she  had  enjoyed  good  health,  and  had  been  for 
a  long  time  employed  as  a  domestic.  She  was  yet  heavy  and  drowsy, 
however,  and  answered  questions  with  great  effort ;  her  statementSi  abo^ 
regarding  the  date  of  her  attack,  were  somewhat  confused  and  contra- 
dictory. From  this  time  to  her  death  she  grew  gradually  more  and 
more  insensible,  but  could  at  all  times  be  roused  to  incomplete  con- 
Bciousttess.  She  died  on  the  14th,  and  during  the  last  three  or  four 
day«  of  her.  life  was  in  a  deep  stupor,  the  breathing  was  stertorous,  the 
tongue  dry  and  brown,  and  the  unne  and  fseees  discharged  involuntarily. 
Postmortem,  The  brain  was  first  examined.  On  removing  the  dura 
mater,  two  or  three  ounces  of  slightly  bloody  serum  escaped.  The 
arachnoid,  covering  the  Jbrain,  was  perfectly  normal ;  and  there  was 
nothing  noticei^le  on  the  surface  of  the  brain  except  iJiat  the  vessels  of 
the  pia  mater  were  unusually  pale  and  free  from  blood.  The  brain  itself 
was  healthy  throughout,  no  softening,  no  induration,  nor  any  signs  of 
old  or  recent  haamorrhsge.  The  lateral  ventricles  were  moderately  3is* 
tended  by  serum.     The  spinal  cord  was  next  exiuniued,  but  without 
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diflooYering  any  abnormai  appearance,  either  in  tbe  cord  itself  or  in  its 
enyelopes.  Specimens  from  various  parts  of  the  nervous  denters,  viz. : 
the  cerebral  hemispheres,  corpora  striata,  optic  thalami,  crura  cerebri, 
pons  Varolii,  and  anterior  columns  of  the  spmal  cord,  were  subjected  to 
microscopic  investigation,  but  exhibited  no  deviation  from  their  healthy 
structure. 

The  heart  presented  a  marked  instance  of  valvular  disease.  The 
lesion  was  confined  to  the  lesser  curtain  of  the  mitral  valve,  and  vas  of 
such  a  nature  that  the  connections  between  the  tendinous  cords  and  the 
edge  of  the  valve  had  been  ruptured,  leaving  it  attached  only  to  the 
walls  of  the  heart.  The  valve  was  nearly  twice  its  natural  length,  and 
was  greatly  thickened ;  it  was  also  rough  and  ragged,  and  in  some  parts 
rendered  very  friable  by  the  deposition  of  calcareous  matter.  The  heart 
was  not  weighed,  but  was  moderately  hypertrophied. 

All  the  other  thoracic  and  abdominal  oi^ns  were  healthy. 
Bemarks,  The  cases  above  detailed,  though  deficient  in  some  par- 
ticulars of  their  history,  are  yet  of  great  interest  and  value,  as  illustrat- 
ing the  difficulty,  and  even  impossibility,  of  forming,  in  all  cases,  a  cor* 
reet  diagnosis  of  disease.  Studied  at  the  bedside,  few  better  examples 
could  be  found  of  that  assemblage  c^  symptoms  which  denotes  serious 
organic  cerebral  lesion.  The  sudden  loss  of  consciousness,  followed  by 
hemiple^a,  and  the  gradual  return  of  insensibility,  increasing  to  fat^ 
apoplectic  coma,  were  enough  to  justify  the  belief  that  there  existed 
either  extravasated  blood  or  inflammatory  disease  within  the  cranium. 
In  the  last  case,  there  was  a  possibility  that  the  paralysis  might  have  » 
spinal  origin,  inasmuch  as  the  muscles  of  the  face  were  unaffected ;  but^ 
even  admitting  this  to  be  a  &ct;  the  sudden  insensibility  which  marked 
ibe  invasion  of  the  disease,  and  the  coma  preceding  death,  which  could 
not  be  ascribed  to  unemia,  both  pointed  to  the  existence  <tf  some  cere- 
bral lesion  to  explam  their  occurrence.  On  the  other  hand,  the  post- 
mortem appearances  were  exceedingly  deficient  and  unsatisfactory* 
In  the  first  case,  there  was  absolutely,  nothing  which  could  be  looked 
upon  as  abnormal,  and  in  the  second,  there  was  merely  an  anaemic  con- 
dition of  the  brain,  and  an  effiision  of  serum  not  exceeding  in  amount 
what  is  often  found  in  peisons  who  have  exhiUted  no  cerebral  symptoms 
during  life. 

Most  modem  writers  agree  that  there  is  a  form  of  apoplexy  which 
may  destroy  life  without  leaving  any  postmortem  evidences  of  disease. 
Dr.  Abercrombie*  drew  special  attention  to  this  fact^  but  it  is  one  observed 
both  before  and  since  his  time.  In  such  cases  it  is  getierally  conjectured 
that  there  has  been  during  life  some  derangement  of  the  circulation 
within  the  cranium,  which,  though  sufficient  to  produce  the  apoplectic 
state,  is  either  distinct  from  the  inflammatory  process,  or  does  not  pro- 
ceed to  the  stage  of  inflammatory  exudation,  and  conseqtiently  disappears 
after  death.  This  explanation,  until  some  better  one  be  offered, 
may  be  readily  received,  as  regards  examples  of  simpte  apoplectic  coma ; 

•  "On  Diseases  of  the  Brain  and  Spinal  Cord,"  p.  228. 
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but  can  it  be  received  in  those  caaes  in  which  hemiplegia  precedes  or 
ft>llow8  the  apoplectic  state  t  Here  it  is  necessary  to  suppose  that  the 
disturbance  of  the  circulation  is  greater  on  one  side  of  tne  brain  than 
on  the  other,  and  this  again  needs  an  explanation.  But  nevertbeleeSy 
such  a  supposition  is  rendered  reasonable  in  the  light  of  well  recorded 
facts.  Andral*  mentions  having  witnessed  cases  in  which  complete 
hemiplc^a,  preceded  and  accompanied  by  insensibility  and  stertorous 
respiration,  disappeared  entirely  a  few  hours  after  the  attack ;  their  quick 
reooyery  was  therefore  incompatible  with  the  presence  of  any  permanent 
cerebral  lesion.  That  the  symptoms  were  due  to  congestion,  Andral  consid- 
ers probable  from  the  postmortem  examination  iA  two  similar  cases  which 
teminated  fiitally,f  the  only  eridences  of  disease  being  an  unusual  con- 
gestion of  the  capillary  bloodvessels  of  the  brain ;  but  even  here  the 
congestion  was  equal  on  both  sides,  and  the  supposition  that,  during  life, 
the  congestion  had  been  greater  on  one  side  tnan  on  the  other,  rested 
on  tiie  possibility  of  such  a  condition  disappearing  post  mortem,  and  the 
absence,  on  carefiU  examination,  of  any  other  appreciable  morbid  condir 
tion.  On  the  whole,  then,  although  such  cases  of  disease  are  exoeediagly 
obscune,  they  can,  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  be  better  ao^ 
counted  for  by  the  explanation  given  above,  than  in  any  other  muy. 

In  the  last  case,  the  nervous  centers  were  examined  microscopieallyy 
in  the  hope  of  discovering  traces  of  inflammatory  exudation.  It  is  now 
certain  that  hemiplegia,  with  all  the  other  symptoma  of  inflammatory 
softening  of  the  brain,  may  exist  without  any  alteration  in  the  appear- 
anoe  of  the  nervous  matter  discernible  by  the  naked  eye ;  and  in  such 
oases  the  microscope  has  succeeded  in  discovering  those  dements  which 
oharacterioe  inflammatory  softening,  viz. :  exudation  granules,  globules, 
and  masses.  In  other  words,  the  precise  morbid  anatomical  elements 
of  softening  may  be  present  in  the  nervous  tissue,  and  yet  that  tissue 
may  suffer  no  appreciable  change  either  in  color  or  consistence.  Dr. 
Bennet,^  of  Edinburgh,  gives  tacts  in  support  of  this  proposition.  In 
case  No.  IT.,  therefore,  although  some  of  the  symptonu  of  sofienii^ 
w<ere  wanting,  ^e  existence  of  inflammation  was  considered  possible ; 
and  at  the  postmortem  examination,  in  the  absence  of  other  evidenoe^ 
the  microscope  was  appealed  to,  but  in.  vain.  The  minute  stmoture 
*  seemed  totally  exempt  from  any  morbid  change. 

NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 

Regular  Meeting,  Sept  5th,  1855.  Dc  F.  Campbell  Stewart,  2d 
Vice  President  in  the  chair. 

After  the  approval  of  the  minutes,  Dr.  James  Warren  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  resolutions  in  re- 

•  «  Clinique  Medicale,"  tome  S,  pw  228.  \  Op,  OU.  p.  280.  et  uq. 

J  "Clinical  Lecture*,"  p.  188.  i    4-  c        .     -x 
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latioii  to  the  deeeaae  of  Dr.  James  C.  Bliss ;  the  taotion  was  adopted 
and  Dr.  Warren  then  presented  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions : 

^Whereas,  it  has  been  announced  to  us  that  James  C.  Bliss,  M.  D. 
late  Fellow  of  this  Academy,  departed  this  life  on  the  3l8t  of  Julj, 
last»  and  Whereas,  this  Academy,  in  this  painful  dispensation  of  Diyine 
Providence,  has  been  bereft  of  one  of  its  most  useful  and  distinguished 
Fellows,  the  profession  of  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments,  and  society  of 
a  beloved,  steadfast,  and  sympathizing  friend  ;  Therefore, 

^Besolved^  That,  while  we  deeply  deplore  the  loss  we  have  ourselves 
sustained,  we  would  express  the  heartfelt  S3rmpathy  we  entertain  for  die 
bereaved  widow  and  family  of  the  deceased,  and  devoutly  implore  the 
Divine  blsssing  to  rest  upon  and  sustain  them  under  this  irreparable 
and  afflictive  dispensation* 

*^Resohed,  That^  in  the  character  of  Dr.  Bliss  we  teeoMiise,  in  an  em- 
inent degree,  those  Tare  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which  pre-eminently 
distingotth  the  man,  the  phvsician»  and  ^e  Christian ;  and  that  his  ex- 
ample commands  itself  to  all  who  aspire  to  eminence  and  usefulness  in 
the  piofession,  and  to  the  higher  awards  of  the  just. 

^'Euolved,  That^  as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  deceased  brother, 
the  members  of  this  Academy  will  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning 
ibr  thirty  days. 

^Besohedj  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  be 
transmitted  to  the  family  of  the  deceased.*^ 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Academy  then  went  into  an  election^  and  Dr,  J.  W.  Richards 
was  chosen  a  Resident  Fellow  of  the  Academy. 

Bep&ri  of  Becoming  Seeretaty, — ^The  Recording  Secretary  presented 
hia  quaiterly  report,  with  an  account  of  moneys  expended  on  account  of 
the  Academy,  smce  the  meeting  in  May  last  The  report  was  aecepted, 
and  the  report  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  be  audited. 

Resolutions  were  then  passed  authorizing  the  Secretary  to  draw  upon 
the  Treasurer  for  an  amount  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  to  defray  the 
contingent  expenses  of  his  office ;  and  instructing  him  to  have  printed,  in 
a  convenient  form,  all  the  amendments  to  the  constitution  and  by-laws 
which  have  been  adopted  since  the  editions  of  the  same  printed  in  1852 ; 
also,  authorizing  him  to  procure  a  new  book  to  receive  die  signatures  of 
Fellows  to  the  constitution,  6so. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  having  passed  several  bilk, 
amounting  to  (16.81,  which  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

The  Domestio  Corresponding  Secretary  read  a  letter  received  from 
Dr.  Jacob  Bigelow,  of  Boston,  accepting  the  Corresponding  Fellowship 
of  the  Academy.    He  also  ipade  an  oral  report  of  his  doings. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Treasurer  repotted  in 
writing ;  and  the  several  reports  were  accepted  and  ordered  on  file. 

The  Special  Committee  on  the  Duties  of  the  Sections,  Dr.  Batchelder, 
Oiairman,  presented  a  report  with  regulations  for  ttieir  conduct,  which 
were  severally  adopted,  as  follows : 

**  1.  All  papers  and  subjects  referred  by  the  Academy  to  the  respect- 


S3  J^rodseding^  of  Sadeiiei.  [Oet., 

ire  Sections  Bhall  be  coneidered  and  duciiaBdd  by  the  SectionB,  and  a 
report  thereon  made  to  the  Academy. 

^  2.  Each  Section  shall  recommend  a  subject  for  discussion  before  the 
Academy  at  least  once  every  six  months,  and  appoint  a  member  to  open 
the  discussion. 

^'  3.  All  ori^nal  papers  shall  be  first  read  before  the  Academy. 

^  4.  Each  Section  shall  appoint  annually,  two  or  more  of  its  mem- 
bers to  read  an  original  paper  before  the  Academy. 

"  5.  A  brief  abstract  of  the  cases  verbally  reported  in  the  Sections, 
may  be  made  to  the  Academy." 

The  Committee  also  recommended  that  the  Section  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy  be  incorporated  with  the  Section  of  Materia  Medioa  and  Bota- 
ny. This  was  ordered  to  lie  over,  as  involving  an  alteration  of  the  by-laws. 

The  Secretary  presented  the  first  No.  of  a  publication  called  ^  The  Spe- 
cialist," which  he  Lad  received  by  mail  for  the  Library  of  the  Academy. 

Dr.  Sayre  exhibited  specimens  of  Cod-Liver  Oil  procured  by  him  m 
Newfoundland,  which  he  recommended  as  prepared  with  great  care,  and 
possessing  unusual  purity  and  freedom  from  taste  and  smelL  Referred 
to  the  Section  of  Materia  Medica  and  Chemistry,  together  with  a  letter 
of  Mr.  Archibald,  describing  the  process  of  nuinufacture. 

Dr.  McNulty  offered  a  preamble  and  resolutions  in  relation  to  the 
epidemic  of  yellow  fever  at  present  prevailing  in  Norfolk,  Va. 

A  debate  ensued,  in  which  Drs.  Reese,  McNulty,  Watson,  and  Bea- 
dle took  part    The  resolutions  were  finally  withdrawn. 

Dr.  F.  Campbell  Stewart  (having  resigned  the  chair  to  Dr.  Beadle) 
exhibited  a  number  of  instruments  designed  for  the  urethra,  being  im- 
provements introduced  by  him  some  years  since  upon  the  porte  caustique 
of  Lallemand ;  which  inventions  had  been  recently  claimed  in  England  by 
Messrs.  Henry  Thomson,  and  H.  Smith.  Dr.  Stewart  stated  that  he  did 
not  wish  any  action  to  be  taken  upon  the  subject,  his  object  being  to 
recall  to  the  memory  of  Fellows  Uie  facts,  with  which  most  of  them 
were  already  familiar. 

The  instruments  described  and  figured  by  Messrs.  Thomson  and 
Smith  were  identical  with  those  invent^  by  Dr.  Stewart. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Watson,  Dr.  Stewart  was  requested  to  prepare  a 
written  statement  of  the  facte  in  the  case. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Watson,  the  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  was 
directed  to  furnish  the  different  medical  journals  in  the  United  States 
with  copies  of  the  recently  published  Transactions  of  the  Academy. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  McNulty,  the  Section  of  Theory  and  Practice  was 
requested  to  prepare,  and  furnish  to  the  Academy,  a  Report  on  the 
yellow  fever  at  present  prevailing  in  the  southern  cities. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gardner,  the  Domestic  Corresponding  Seoretary 
was  directed  to  negotiate  an  exchange  of  publications  with  the  Smith- 
sonian Institute. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gardner,  the  Librarian  was  instructed  to  subscribe, 
on  behalf  of  the  Academy,  to  the  forthcoming  work  of  Professor  AgaMis 
upon  Natural  History. 
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Dr.  BatcheUer  requested  tliat  members  who  have  made  trials  of  the 
compressed  spoQge  for  various  remedial  purposes,  should  communicate  to 
him  the  results  of  their  experience ;  he  being  engaged  in  the  preparation 
of  a  paper  on  the  subject. 

Dr.  J.  W.  FelPs  resignation  having  been  taken  from  the  table,  the 
fiubject  was  referred  to  Uie  Committee  on  Ethics. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gardner,  the  several  Sections  were  authorized  to 
procure  suitable  blanks  for  notices^  Ac 

The  Academj  then  adjourned. 

NEW  YORK  PATHOLOGICAIi  SOdETY. 
Reported  by  E.  Lie  Jones,  M.  D.,  Recording  Secretary. 

Begular  Meeting^  June  2lthj  1855. — Dr.  Bolton^  Presidenti  in  the 
chair. 

Dr.  Firmill  presented  a  kidney  weiginc;  8  oz.,  removed  from  a  boy 
twelve  years  of  age,  whose  health  was  good  until  one  year  since,  when 
'his  health  and  appetite  commenced  to  fail.  He,  however,  continued  • 
going  to  school.  Four  weeks  previous  to  death,  he  was  severelv  chasti- 
sed by  his  teacher,  beating  him  on  the  head.  The  next  day  he  com- 
plained of  pain  in  the  head,  but  returned  to  school  for  a  wei^  though 
still  suffering  from  his  head,  occasionally  vomiting,  and,  at  times,  having 
some  febrile  action.  Two  weeks  before  death,  he  was  seen  by  two  phy- 
sicians, who,  supposing  him  to  have  inflammation  of  the  brain,  caused  by 
ihe  beating,  treated  him  accordingly.  He  died,  after  having  a  convul- 
sion. 

The  postmortem  examination  revealed  the  brain  healthy,  no  fluid. 
Liver  and  heart  enlarged.  Spleen  three  times  the  ordinary  size.  ITtd" 
ney9  in  a  dark,  black  condition,  their  surfaces  covered  with  numerous 
granulations  of  a  dull,  grayish  white  color,  and  scattered  throughout  the 
structure  of  the  organ.    The  urine  contained  albumen. 

Dr.  Clark  remarked,  that  the  disease  probably  existed  for  a  year,  and 
death  was  cause<{  by  an  aggravation  of  the  disease  from  hypenemia  of 
the  organ. 

Prof.  A.  Clark  presented  a  specimen  of  softening  of  the  Spinal  Cord ; 
sndden  paraplegia,  gradual  recovery ;  second  attack,  sudden  and  perma- 
nent; cord  softened;  multiple  abscesses  of  the  liver.  The  specimen 
was  obtained  from  a  gentleman  forty-five  years  of  age,  a  bachelor  and 
merchant,  who  enjoyed  usual  health  till  June,  1854.  He  has  suffered 
sometimes  from  dyspepsia;  had  once  in  his  life,  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, for  a  short  time  been  addicted  to  the  solitarv  vice.  Once  had  « 
small  sore  that  he  thought  might  be  specific  (it  probably  was  not),  and 
three  years  ago  had  two  or  three  ulcers  on  his  legs,  and  a  swelling  of 
the  top  of  the  foot,  which  made  him  a  little  lame  for  a  short  time.  Be*, 
side  this,  his  health  has  been  good. 

In  June  of  last  year,  while  at  Schooley's  Mountain,  without  any 
Jknown  oause  he  was  suddenly  stricken  with  paralysis  of  the  lower  ex- 
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tret&ities,  at  first  nearly  complete,  but  in  a  few  hours  he  recovered  some- 
use  of  his  legs.  In  the  course  of  a  month  he  was  able  to  walk  clumsily.. 
From  that  time,  he  slowly  improved,  so  that  by  the  autumn,  he  could 
walk  the  streets  without  much  fear  of  falling,  though  in  stepping  down 
firom  the  sidewalks  into  the  streets,  he  found  some  care  necessary.  Dur- 
ing all  this  time  he  suffered  severely  from  neuralgic  pains  in  the  legs. 
In  the  course  of  the  winter  (January)  he  went  to  Europe,  and  thourat 
that  during  the  voyage,  while  there,  and  on  the  passage  home,  he  im- 
proved more  rapidly  than  before,  so  that  on  the  third  of  Mav,  one  day 
before  landing,  he  hardly  felt  himself  an  Invalid.  He  walked  nrmly,  and 
had  some  athletio  amusements  with  his  fellow-passengers,  such  as  he 
would  not  have  dared  to  have  attempted  before  the  voyage.  In  some 
of  these  exercises,  he  felt  a  sudden  pain  shoot  through  nis  chest  on  the 
line  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  ribs.  This,  however,  was  not  very  trouble- 
some, and  he  went  to  bed  with  no  more  apprehension  than  usual.  Dur* 
ing  the  night  he  awoke  once  or  twice,  and  felt  his  legs  ^  much  as  if  they 
were  enUep,^  He  thought  little  of  this,  however,  but  when  he  attempted 
to  rise,  early  in  the  morning,  he  found  his  less  powerless.  Attempting  to 
stand,  he  fell  heavily  on  the  floor,  and  could  not  rise.  He  obtained  as* 
Bistauce  by  raising  his  body  by  his  hands  and  arms  on  to  a  trunk,  so  that 
he  could  reach  the  bell-pull.  From  that  time  forward  he  had  no  volun- 
tary power  in  the  legs ;  they  felt  numb  and  dead,  yet  some  sensation 
existed  in  them,  and  Uiey  were  very  prompt  to  obey  the  reflex  influences* 
In  the  first  attack,  the  sensation  was  not  wholly  abolished. 

On  the  7th  of  May  his  condition  was  as  follows : — sitting  in  an  easy 
chair  with  his  legs  extended  on  another  chair,  without  any  power  to- 
move  them.  At  times  they  started  involuntarily ;  hands  and  arms  en- 
tirely free  and  as  strong  as  usual ;  a  sense  of  painful  constriction  in  the 
chest  on  the  line  of  fourth  and  fifth  ribs,  centering  in  the  sternum ;  sen- 
sation all  below  this  line  on  the  chest  and  abdomen  imperfect  (ascer- 
tained by  pinching  the  skin),  bowels  constipated ;  urine,  retained  for  m 
time,  was  now  dribbling  away  without  pain ;  mind  perfectly  clear ;  ap- 
petite good ;  pulse  natural ;  tongue  clear,  and  no  unpleasant  sensation 
except  in  the  chest ;  no  tenderness  on  pressing  the  spine. 

TVeafmmt— Consisted  of  derivatives  to  the  spine  between  the  shoul- 
ders ;  moderate  diet,  laxatives,  the  catheter,  and  a  general  tonic  plan, 
indnding  the  use  of  strychnine.  Patient  under  care  of  Drs.  Parker  and 
Watts. 

In  less  than  ten  days,  excoriations  occurred  on  the  paralysed  parts 
most  subjected  to  pressure,  and  soon  ulcers.  There  was  no  iraprovenaent 
in  the  symptoms,  but  he  gradually  lost  strength.  *  He,  however,  oon- 
Unued  to  sit  up  a  considerable  portion  of  the  day,  till  the  16th  of  June. 

On  the  19th  June,  Dr.  O.  saw  him,  with  Drs.  Pi^rker  and  Watts.  He 
was  then  wholly  confined  to  bed,  pale,  emaciated,  countenance  somewhat 
sallow ;  had  a  very  large,  deep,  black  slopgh  over  the  sacrum,  and  a 
smaller  ulcer  on  each  hip.  He  had  had  chilis,  followed  by  sweating,  at 
irregular  intervals,  fbr  several  days;  pulse  180  to  140,  and  snudl ; 
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piration  frequent,  with  oooaftionally  ft  Mine  of  oonstrictiini  and  snffoo** 
tion  (the  oonstrictioQ  he  referred  to  the  traeheft  just  above  the  sternum);* 
tWTteninff  of  the  lege,  shoulders,  hands,  and  body ;  tongue  coverod  with 
whitish,  hard,  papillary  elevations ;  complained  of  pain  in  the  shoulder 
blades ;  his  mind  at  times  flighty ;  bowels  evacuated,  as  from  the  first,, 
without  his  knowledge,  and  now  rather  frequently ;  urine  constantly 
flowing,  turbid,  containing  pus ;  a  slightly  sallow  tint  of  the  complexiott 
and  sInn.  He  has  no  pam  except  that  in  the  shoulder-blades.  No  sen- 
sation  from  the  sores  about  the  pelvis.  Reflex  action  brisk,  and  sensi-^ 
biKty  almost  wholly  abolished  in  the  lower  extremities.  The  treatment 
now  was  entirely  sustaining.  It  was  evident  that  he  had  purulent  accn-^ 
mulation  somewhere,  and  the  increasing  icterus  indicated  the  liver  as  ita 
probable  seat.  Three  days  later,  the  scrotum  became  erysipelatous  and 
much  swollen.  He  died  on  the  24th,  at  12^,  A.  M.  having  just  demand- 
ed to  be  raised  to  the  sitting  posture  in  bed ;  a  moment  after  being  nused^ 
he  breathed  his  last 

PoiifMTtem  exanUnaHtmj  seventeen  hours  after  death,  thermometer 
TO*'  at  7,  A.  M»  Weather  damp  atod  sultry.  No  rigor  mortis  in  any 
part  of  the  body.  The  whole  sur&oe  pretty  deeply  jaundiced.  Brysipe^ 
latous  blisters  on  the  thighs  and  about  the  pelvis ;  the  large,  black  nicer 
on  the  sacrum  bubbling  with  the  gas  of  decomposition ;  tissues  of  the 
back  watery  and  pale. 

The  spinal  canal  was  opened  from  behind,  and  the  spinal  cord  re* 
moved  from  the  third  cervical  to  the  first  lumbar  vertebra.  On  the  an-* 
terior  face  of  the  theca,  in  the  lower  doraal  reffion,  were  spots  of  eodiy'- 
mosis,  an  inch  or  so  in  length  by  half  an  inch  m  width  ;  but  there  wcve 
no  corresponding  marks  or  changes  on  the  arachnoid  surface,  or  in  the 
oord.  The  theca  and  arachnoid  were  stained  of  a  tan  or  brownish  color^ 
by  the  decomposing  blood,  or  by  imbibition  of  hematine.  The  oord  waa 
of  usual  firmness  f^m  above  downwards,  as  far  as  tiie  fourth  dorsal  ver** 
tebra.  Here  was  a  portion,  one  inch  in  length,  so  much  softened  on  ita 
anterior  surface  as  to  fluctuate,  like  a  small  abscess.  Out  into  it,  was  semi- 
fluid, of  a  whitish  drab  color,  showing  no  trace  of  fibrous  arraogement| 
and  no  stain  of  yellow  to  mark  a  former  apoplexy.  Hiis  softening  waa 
equal  on  the  two  sdes,  but  did  not  so  much  affect  the  median  portion ; 
wnere  a  narrow  septum,  perhaps  one  sixteenth  of  an  inch  in  thickness^ 
of  only  partially  softened  tissue,  separated  the  pultaceous  portion  on  the 
Yight  and  left.  The  posterior  portion  was  also  sofi^ened,  but  to  a  less  ex- 
tent, and  was  not  wholly  pultaceous.  The  arachnoid  covering  this  soft* 
eued  part  was  united  to  the  thecal  arachnoid  by  three  or  four  delicaite 
tiireads  of  adventitions  tissue,  showing  the  former  piesenoe  of  adhesive 
Inflammation.  The  same  kind  of  threads  were  noticed  both  above  and 
below  the  softened  part  for  a  little  distance.  Above  and  below  the  soft^ 
ened  portion,  for  the  space  of  two  inches  and  mof^  the  vessels  within 
the  cord  were  numerous,  large,  and  full. 

'There  was,  however,  in  these  portions,  no  loss  of  firmness*  The  con- 
trast of  color  between  the  softened  portions  of  the  coid  and  the  firmer 
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puts  above  and  below,  was  auffioientily  strikiDe;  tbe  foimer  being  of 
«dttll,  whitifth  drab,  without  any  mark  of  vascularity ;  the  others  were 
(after  ezpoeore)  of  a  pale  pink,  showing  vessels  as  large  as  a  small-sised 
sewing  thread. 

The  liver  was  large,  weighing  perhaps  six  pounds,  as  dark-colored 
4IS  dark  blood  could  make  it,  and  thickly  studded  with  small  abscesses. 
These  purulent  deposits  varied  in  size  from  a  No.  7  shot  to  duck-shot^ 
and  a  few  nearly  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  irregular  in  shape.  These 
occurred  on  the  sur&ce,  once  in  every  half  to  three-fourths  of  a  square 
inch.  In  the  interior  of  the  organ  they  were  not  quite  so  abundant  No 
inflammation  of  the  capsule. 

All  the  tissues  of  other  parts  were  moderately  stained  with  bile. 

Brain  and  thorax  not  examined. 

Dr.  Clark  observed  that  the  inquiry  regarding  the  cause  of  this  soft* 
ening  was  interesting.  The  symptoms  of  the  attack  in  June,  18d4,  all 
point  to  apoplexy  as  its  most  probable  source.  That  attack  was  sudden. 
The  paralysis  was  complete  for  a  few  hours,  and  after  that  there  was  gra- 
dual improvement  for  near  eleven  months,  with  neuralgic  pains  in  the 
legs.  Then  came  sudden,  complete,  and  permanent  paralysis,  in  which 
ikust^  was  no  neuralgic  pain.  The  last  attack  was  beyond  question  caused 
by  softening,  that  had  been  insiduously  going  on  for  pome  time  before  the 
sudden  development  of  the  symptoms.  Regarding .  the  first,  it  is  true  that 
the  examination  after  death  did  not  reveal  a  blood-stain,  or  other  mark 
of  former  apoplexy  ;  but  it  is  easier  to  suppose  that  the  blood  may  have 
be^n  wholly  absorbed  and  yet  have  provoked  the  softening,  than  to  infer 
that  the  symptoms  of  softening  would  undergo  such  marked  improve- 
ment through  a  period  of  eleven  months. 

Prof.  J.  T,  Metcalfe  presented  ttoo  stomachs,  removed  from  persons 
between  50  and  60  years  of  age,  both  during  life  having  the  same  symp- 
toms, attributed  to  cancer.  In  both,  there  was  pain  and  vomiting  oc* 
curring  after  meals,  varying  from  a  few  minutes  to  hal(  an  hour ;  oodi 
were  emaciated,  and  labored  under  constipation;  an  epigastric  tumor 
existed  in  each.  In  the  one  (the  cancerous),  the  tumor  extended  from 
the  sixth  rib  to  the  hypochondriac  region,  painful,  hard,  and  irregular 
on  surface.  Each  died  of  inanition.  Both  were  supposed  to  have  can- 
cer of  the  stomach,  but  the  examination  after  death  revealed  in  the  latter 
ease  the  stomach  having  an  obliquity  from  left  to  right,  approaching  a 
position  nearly  vertical.  Its  anterior  wall  greatly  hypertrophied ;  mu- 
cous membrane  congested  and  red ;  omentum  thickened  and  congested ; 
fflands  enlarged,  and  over  the  whole  peritoneal  surface  were  deposits  of 
hard,  white  masses,  cancerous ;  lungs  and  liver  free  from  cancer ;  lymph- 
atic glands  not  cancerous.  In  the  other  instance,  the  mucous  mem*> 
brane  of  the  stomach  was  greatly  thickened,  the  orifice  enlarged ;  nothing 
else  discovered ;  no  cancer ;  it  was  simply  hypertrophy  of  the  normid 
tissues  of  the  organ. 

The  praotioaf  point  of  interest,  observed  Dr.  M.,  to  be  derived  from 
these  cases  when  considered  together,  is,  that  when  there  exists  a  tu« 
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aor  over  die  stoaach,  pAin  and  T^Mniting,  progreasive  emaciation,  and 
death  by  iiMuuti<mt  we  are  not  alwaja  justified  in  regarding  the  disease 
in  question  as  cancer  of  the  iiamach* 

Dr.  Clark  considered  the  question  not  determined  as  to  this  form 
of  disease  being.malignant  or  not,  nor  did  he  regard  the  microscope  as 
alone  capable  of  settling  the  point.  Fourteen  years  since,  he  had  pro- 
mulgated the  opinion,  that  cancer  could  not  always  unequivocally  be 
determined  by  that  instrument ;  and  since  then,  greater  familiarity  in 
its  uae  had  not  induced  any  change  in  his  views.  Nor  did  he  regard  it^ 
in  the  preaent  cases  before  the  Society,  as  a  matter  of  any  practical  im- 
portance in  forming  a  correct  diagnosis,  since  both  produce  death  in 
the  same  manner. 

Dr.  Metcalfe  next  presented  a  iq>ecimen  of  ulceration  of  the  appendix 
f/ermi/ormie,  occurring  in  a  young  gentleman  19  years  of  age,  of  good  con- 
stitution, and  who  wiUiout  haying  ever  suffered  from  serious  illness,  com- 
menced to  complain  of  slight  cohcky  pains  in  the  abdomen,  with  a  little 
febrile  excitement  and  nausea,  on  the  2d  of.  May,  1853.  In  his  ab- 
•  sence,  his  friend.  Dr.  J.  H.  Borrowe  (from  whom  the  history  of  the  case 
has  been  obtained)  was  sent  for,  who,  in  addition  to  the  symptoms 
above  mentioned,  noticed  a  furred  tongue  and  a  yellowish  hue  of  the 
skin.  There  was  no  pain  on  pressure  over  the  abdomen.  A  cathartic 
(calomel  and  scammony)  ordered ;  it  did  not  operate.  The  next  day, 
May  dd,  although  complaining  of  slight  nausea,  ne  dressed  himself  and 
came  down  to  the  drawing-room.  No  heat  of  skin,  or  quickness  of 
pulse.  About  12  o'clock  in  the  day  he  had  a  rigor.  The  night  was 
passed  restlessly ;  he  complained  of  a  general  uneasy  painful  s^isation 
over  the  abdomen.  The  next  morning  at  7  o'clock,  Dr.  Borrowe  was 
sent  for.  He  found  the  patient  with  a  rapid,  small  pulse ;  cold,  clammy 
skin;  tympanitic  and  tender  abdomen,  and  collapsed  face.  He  at 
once  suggested  the  probability  of  peritonitis  from  intestinal  perforation, 
and  expressed  his  great  fear  of  an  unfortunate  termination.  He  was  at 
once  placed  on  the  opium  treatment.  At  11,  A.  M.,  was  seen  in  con- 
sultation with  Dr.  Van  Bnren.  The  state  of  collapse  had  continued ; 
pulse  of  same  character,  150  per  minute.  Fifteen  leeches  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  abdomen,  and  opium  to  be  continued  in  quantities  sufficient 
to  control  the  pain.  In  the  evening,  some  slight  reaction  had  taken 
place ;  opium  continued,  and  in  addition,  a  blister  covering  the  abdo- 
men. At  12  o'clock,  at  night.  Dr.  Metcalfe  saw  him,  with  Drs.  Bor- 
rowe and  Van  Buren.  He  was  then  quite  tranquil,  evidently  from  the 
effects  of  the  opium.  The  skin  was  warm  and  moist ;  the  pulse  120, 
respiration  natural  in  frequency,  thoracic ;  tympanitis ;  great  abdominal 
tenderness ;  frequent  eructation  of  gas.  To  give  beef  tea,  brandy  and 
water,  and  milk  punch,  as  stimulants  and  nourishment.  To  continue  the 
opium,  ^0  renata.  The  symptoms  continued  without  material  change 
until  the  morning  of  the  4th.  Dr.  F.  U.  Johnston  was  thai  added  to 
the  consultation.  At  this  time  it  was  noticed  that  the  pulse  was  fitiling, 
and  that  there  was  a  tendency  to  coldness  of  the  extremities.    The  same 
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treatment  was  continued.  About  S,  P.  M.,  he  commeiiced  to  (rink,  and 
without  a  struggle  expired  an  hour  afterwards.  Oonsdousnees  and  intel- 
ligence were  natural  until  a  few  minutes  before  death,  when  there  was  a 
little  wandering  of  the  mind. 

Pixtmcriem  Bimminaticn,  twenty-three  hours  after  death ;  weather 
temperate.  From  haying  been  kept  in  ice,  there  was  j^at  muscular  rigid- 
ity. On  opening  the  abdomen  (the  only  cavity  examined^,  a  small  puff  of 
foetid  gas  eecap^  as  the  knife  penetrated  the  peritoneal  sac.  This  was 
found  to  contain  a  few  ounces  of  turbid,  brownish-yellow  fluid,  having 
the  odor  of  foecal  matter,  most  marked  in  the  right  iliac  region.  Else* 
where,  there  was  arborescent  injection  of  the  peritoneum,  but  no  effusion, 
save  in  one  or  two  spots  near  the  commencement  of  the  large  intestme, 
where  exudation  of  plastio  lymph  was  observed.  By  this  the  caput  colx 
and  appendix  vermiformis  were  adherent  to  die  mesentery,  which,  at  thia 
point,  was  intensely  congested  wit^  blood.  t 

On  being  careftdly  separated  from  its  adhesions,  the  appendix  was 
found  to  contain  some  hard  body,  as  large  as  the  end  of  a  man^  middle 
flnger,  impacted  in  the  diverticulum  not  more  than  a  quarter  ct  an  inch- 
from  its  intestinal  extremity.  Beyond  the  obstructing  hody  the  appendix 
was  dilated  in  its  whole  lengrth  by  fluid,  which  had  Apparently  be^  pre- 
vented from  passing  into  the  coecum  by  the  plug  referred  to.  Opposite 
to  the  latter  was  a  perforation,  from  sloughing  of  the  walls  of  the  vermi- 
form process,  which  had  allowed  the  intestiniu  contents  to  escape  into  the 
peritoneal  sac. 

The  cause  of  the  obstruction  was  found  to  be  a  hardened,  sterooval 
mass,  measuring  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  in  which  were  imbedded  small 
bits  of  undigested  vegetable  flber,  and  small  fruit  seeds,  apparentiy  those 
of  the  strawberry. 


(IKiJtoriaL 


Nones  was  given  In  the  September  number  of  this  journal  that  theeonnee- 
iion  of  the  subscriber  with  it  would  oease  firom  that  time,  This  change  was 
intended  to  restore  it  to  its  original  editor  and  proprietor,  Dr.  J.  O.  Adams» 
who  was  to  take  the  entire  responsibility  of  it  in  future,  and  who  had  com- 
menced the  present  number  with  this  expectation.  An  attack  of  illness,  how- 
evert  has  interfered  with  this  plan ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  continaiog  the  pab- 
lieation  of  the  journal  without  interruption,  the  subscriber  haa  been  induced 
by  the  wishes  of  his  frieoda»  though  not  without  rei«ctaace»  is  xeaome  the 
editorial  efaair. 

The  gMeral  plan  of  the  journal  will  continue  unchanged.  He  takes  the 
•opportunity,  however,  of  renewiog  the  assurance  given  when  he  first  took 
charge  of  it,  three  years  ago,  and  to  which  he  beg^leave  to  refer  his  readers. 
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that  it  will  be  the  organ  of  do  school,  cliqiie,  or  party»  and  that  it  will  be 
Dree  from  persooalities.  His  aim  will  be  to  make  it  both  soieotifie  and 
praetlcal  fai  its  character;  and  he  tmsts  that  it  will  be  foond  to  fiU  a  space  in 
the  jonroalism  of  our  city  which  he  believes  to  be  now  nnoccnpied.  He  looks 
with  confideoce  to  the  profession  for  their  support  and  couDtenance. 

The  circamstaoces  of  the  case  will,  he  trusts,  be  received  as  a  aoflicient 
apology  for  the  late  appearance  of  the  present  number.  He  is  happy  to  an- 
ooonce  that  he  has  made  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  John  J.  Schroeder,  No.  12 
Bible  House,  Astor  Plsee^  to  take  entire  ehaif  •  of  the  publishing  and  distrib- 
uting department  of  the  journal,  to  whom  he  requests  that  all  commnnica- 
tiona  respeeting  the  huHneu  of  the  journal,  books  for  review,  iic^  be  ad- 
dfeeaed.    Artielea  for  insertion  may  be  aent  directly  to  the  aobseriber. 

H.  D.  BULKLEY. 


The  iSantoiiiOT.— Dr.  N.  D.  Benediet,  fcwmerly  anperintendent  of  the  New 
York  State  Asjlom  at  Utica,  has  opened  an  establishment  at  a  judiciously  se- 
lected point  in  East  Florida,  for  the  resort  of  invalids  and  valetudinarians, 
which  oifers  unsurpassed  attractions  in  the  way  of  comfort  and  professional 
•i^ervisbn,  nnited  with  the  infloenoe  of  mild  and  genial  climate,  and  which 
vw  doubt  net  that  many  in  search  of  health  will  be  glad  to  avail  themaelves  oH 
We  oheerAilly  insert  the  following  eammnrteation  from  a  liiend  who  la  famiU 
iar  witti  that  region,  and  peieonaHy  aoqeainted  with  Dr.  B. : 

We  are  much  gratified  to  see  that  a  great  desideratum  has  at  length  been 
anpplted  to  those  of  our  professional  brethren  who  may  find  it  necessary  to 
leeommend  a  southern  residence  during  the  winter  to  such  of  their  patients 
as  may  have  lungs  too  delicate  to  support  the  severitv  of  a  northern  winter. 

Dr.  N.  D.  Benedict,  late  superintendent  of  the  New  York  State  Lunatic 
Asylum,  has  establftohed  a  Sanitarium  at  Magnolia,  East  Florida,  on  the  west- 
ern bank  of  the  St.  John's  River,  between  Jaeksoovitle  and  Pilatka. 

Owing  to  the  sandy  nature  of  the  soil,  the  alight  anonnt  of  rain  which 
6tla  daring  winter  i«  rapidly  absorbed,  obviating  in  this  manner  eny  ride  of 
exposure  to  the  ineonvenienoe  of  wet  feet,  or  the  necessity  of  remaining  in* 
doom  The  cUmate  is  equable  and  mild,  the  mean  winter  temperature  being 
60^  Fahrenheit ;  thus  offering  every  facility  for  that  which  we  all  recognize  as 
of  cardinal  importance  in  the  management  of  patients  with  tubercular  diathe- 
Bia-^requent  exercise  in  the  open  air.  1*he  pine  forests  in  which  the  Sanita- 
rium is  located  abonnd  with  deer,  turkeys,  quail,  and  other  game,  wMiel  the 
waters  of  the  St  John  furnish  excellent  sport  for  those  disposed  te  seek  ie« 
ereattion  and  health  an  dhieiples  of  the  •»  gentle  eraa." 

There  is  eonmnnieation  with  Magnolia  by  the  excellent  steamer  plying 
between  this  plaoe,  ChatleatoiH  and  Savannaht  from  which  city  it  is  only  di»> 
tant  one  day^a  j<iurney. 

We,  ourselves,  have  lived  very  near  Magnolia,  and  speak  with  confidence 
of  the  great  advantages  it  possesses  in  a  climatic  point  of  view,  to  such  pa- 
tients as  we  are  often  embarrassed  in  direetiog  to  winter  qoartera. 
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Of  Doctor  Benedict's  skill  professionally,  and  as  a  well-bred  gentleman, 
we  conceive  it  snperfluoas  to  speak,  intelligent  medical  anpervisioii,  com- 
bined with  the  attractions  of  a  comfortable  home,  are  advantages  not  so  often 
found  combined  as  to  be  passed  over  without  due  appreciatioD. 

We  understand  that  the  institution  will  be  opened  in  November,  for  the 
reception  of  invalids,  who  maj  be  accompanied  by  their  friends,  should  they 
so  desire. 


Sttlingropjiiral  X^m. 


A  Manual  of  Pathological  Anatomy.  Bj  Carl  Rokitansky,  M.  D.,  Cur- 
ator of  the  Imperial  Pathological  Museum,  and  Professor  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vienna.  Translated  from  the  last  German  edition  by  Wil- 
liam Edward  Swaine,M.D.,Edward  Sieveking,  M.  D.,  Charles  Hewitt 
Moore,  and  George  E.  Day,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  Four  volumes  in  two— Phil- 
adelphia :  Blanchard  Sc  Lea,  1855,  pp.  806,  267,  349,  820. 

If  any  indorsement  were  needed  of  the  value  of  a  work  embodying  the 
researches  and  observations  of  one  who  has  for  so  long  a  period  enjoyed 
the  advantages  for  investigation  afforded  by  the  largest  noipita]  in  the 
world,  it  is  furnished  by  the  fact  that  it  has  been  translated  and  publish- 
ed under  the  auspices  of  the  Sydenham  Society ;  and  we  feel  that  ita Amer- 
ican publiaherB  have  conferred  a  great  obligation  upon  the  profeesion  of  our 
country  by  making  it  accessible  by  a  handsome  reprint  ,  We  need  say 
nothing  in  the  hope  of  adding  any  thing  to  the  reputation  of  Prof.  Roki- 
tansky,  whose  fame  so  constantly  attracts  medical  men  from  every  part  of 
the  world  to  listen  to  his  instructions,  and  profit  by  the  opportunities  at  hie 
command ;  which  may  be  estimated  by  the  fact  that  from  four  to  six  bod- 
ies are  opened  daily  within  the  walls  of  the  hospital  of  which  he  is  pro- 
sector ;  and  that  he  is  also  sole  medico-legal  anatomist  for  the  examinar 
tion  of  all  doubtful  cases  of  death  throughout  Vienna,  and  is  said  to  have 
examined  30,000  dead  bodies. 

Prof.  RoUtansky  enjoys  the  reputation  of  having  been  the  founder  of 
the  German,  or  perhaps  the  Austrian,  medico-anatomical  school,  and  is  still 
engaged  in  active  labor  in  the  branch  which  he  has  done  so  much  to  ad- 
vance, and  in  clinical  teaching ;  and  has  well  managed  what  he  justly  calls 
<<  the  colossal  materials  *'  withm  his  reach.  He  has  studied  from  nature,  at^ 
tbs  same  time  that  he  has  not  overlooked  the  labors  and  results  of  others 
As  Mr.  Sieveking  says  in  the  pre&ce  to  the  part  translated  by  him,  ^  the 
value  of  Prof.  R's  remarks  is  enhanced  by  his  being  entirely  unfett^iedby 
preconceived  notions  or  prejudiced  views,  as  to  the  disease  of  the  in- 
dividnal  brought  to  the  dead-house  for  examination ;  for  he  differs,  as  Mr* 
Wilde  correctly  remarks,  from  all  other  pathologists  in  not  engaging 
in  the  study  or  treatment  of  disease  during  life ;  *'  he  is  not  a  practical  phy- 
sician, and  seldom  sees  any  of  the  many  hundreds  of  cases,  whose  bodies 
he  dissects." 
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The  original  work  of  Prof  R.  was  published  in  Vienna,  in  three  large 
octayo  volumes,  during  the  years  1841 — 46,  and  has  passed  unaltered 
through  three  editions.  The  translation  is  divided  into  four  volumes,  each  of 
which  has  been  intrusted  to  a  different  editor.  The  first  volume,  contain- 
ing (?«wmZ  Paihologkal  Anatomy,  was  translated  by  Dr.  W.  E.  Swaine; 
the  second,  comprising  the  Abdominal  Viscera  by  Dr.  E.  Sieveking ;  the 
third,  the  boneSy  cartilages,  muscles^  and  skin ,  cellular  and  fibrous  tissue^ 
Merous  and  mucous  membranes^  and  the  nervous  system^  by  Mr.  0.  H. 
Hoore  ;  and  the  fourth,  the  organs  of  Respiration  and  Circulation^  by  Dr. 
George  E.  Day;  each  of  whom' has  .introduced  in  their  appropriate  places 
the  researches  and  papers  of  the  author  which  hove  appeared  subsequently 
to  the  publication  of  the  original  work.  The  Amencan  publishers  have 
presented  simply  an  accurate  reprint,  without  making  any  additions  to  the 
work  as  published  by  the  Sydenham  Society.  The  convenience  of  ref- 
erence to  the  work  is  very  much  facilitated  by  a  copious  index  to  the 
four  volumes  collectively.  Two  plates  are  added,  from  papers  published 
by  Profl  R.,  since  his  liurge  work  was  completed. 

The  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  of  the  Aorta.  By  William  Stokes,  Beg^ua 
Prof,  of  Physic,  in  the  University  of  Dublin,  <fec.,  &c.  Philadelphia  i 
Lindsay  <b  Biakiston,  1855,  pp.  710. 

The  p^eat  value  of  this  work  depends  upon  its  truly  practical  charac* 
ter,  and  m  the  confidence  to  be  reposed  in  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  its 
author,  founded  on  his  long  experience,  his  habit  of  close  observation,  and 
his  earnest  desire  for  the  truth.  His  name  has  been  long  before  the  pro- 
fession as  standard  authority  on  this  branch  of  medicine ;  and  we  hail  with 
pleasure  a  work  which  embodies,  as  he  says,  results  of  his  clinical  obser- 
vations, continued  almost  unremittingly  for  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, and  expresses  the  opinions  formed  in  his  own  mind  by  such  extended 
study.  His  aim,  he  adds,  is  the  rational  application  of  cardiac  pathology 
and  physical  diagnosis  to  practical  medicine. 

Our  author  has  only  introduced  such  principles  of  diagnosis  as  may  be 
considered  settled,  and  protests  with  much  justice  against  depending*  too 
much  upon  purelv  physical  signs,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  known  under 
the  name  of  vital.  It  is  an  important  fact,  to  be  ever  kept  in 
mind,  that  the  suffering  in  disease  of  the  heart  is  much  less  dependent  upon 
the  mechanical  than  the  vital  condition  of  organs.  Mr.  S.,  lays  it  down 
'*  as  a  golden  rule  in  practice,  that  in  any  case  of  valvular  disease  the  deter- 
mination ofthe  condition  of  the  auricles  and  ventricles  is  more  important 
than  that  of  the  seat  or  nature  of  the  valvular  affection."  But  we  must  fore- 
go the  gratification  which  it  would  afford  us  and  the  benefit  which  it  would 
doubtless  a&rd  such  of  our  readers  as  have  not  access  to  the  work,  to 
transfer  to  our  pages  many  ofthe  **  golden  rules"  of  practice  which  it  con- 
tains, and  which  render  it  an  almost  indispensable  addition  to  every  med- 
ical library, — which  we  regret  the  less,  because  we  trust  that  a  large  ma- 
jority will  improve  the   chance  of  consulting  it  themselves.    The  viewa 
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of  Mr.  S.  are  illustrated  and  enforced  by  numerous  cases  interspersed 
throngb  the  work ;  and  reference  to  the  different  subjects  of  whicn  it  so 
ablj  tiieats  is  much  facilitated  by  a  very  copious  index.  The  publisbeia 
have  done  tiieir  part  in  presenting  us  with  a  very  well  executed  work.  We 
hope,  for  the  sake  of  tb  profession,  that  it  will  have  a  wide  circulation. 

Surgical  JSeports  and  MUe^llaneota  Papers  on  Medical  Subjects. 
By  Geo.  Hayward,  M.  D^  President  of  Massachusetts  Medical  Soci- 
ety ;  late  Professor  of  Surgery  in  Harvard  University,  Ac.  Boston : 
Phillips  Sampson  4  Co.    New  York :   J.  C.  Derby,  1 865;  pp.  462. 

7%is  is  a  collection  of  papers,  many  of  them  written  some  yean  ago, 
and  most  of  Uiem  previously  printed,  which  aie  now  brought  togethev 
for  the  first  time,  by  one  of  the  vetsran  pnctitioDert  of  our  country,  who^ 
after  forty  y^^ars  of  professional  life,  has,  as  he  says,  found  affreeabla  ocotH 
pation  in  their  revision  and  arrangement  for  the  press.  Thf/y  ate  made 
up  of  hospital  reports,  remarks  on  different  prominent  surgical  aahjeote, 
interesting  cases,  introductory  lectures,  dke.  A  few  ue  of  oomparatively 
recent  date,  and  some  have  notes  and  additions  down  to  the  present  year. 
Dr.  H.  does  not  agree  with  the  proposition  advanced  by  Prof.  March,  <^ 
Albany,  respecting  the  spontaneous  dislocation  of  the  hip,  4c,  in  his 
article  on  *'  Goxalgia,"  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the  Trtawactione  of  the 
Ameriean  Medical  Association,  He  considers  the  evidence  brought  for- 
ward by  Prof.  M.  as  wholly  of  a  negative  character. 

He  gives  nine  cases  of  vesieo-vaginal  fistula,  treated  by  operation, 
comprising  all  in  which  he  has  operated,  and  in  all  of  which  the  opera- 
tion was  performed  by  ligature.  Tlie  results  have  been,  he  says,  on  the 
whole,  satiRfactory.  The  first  successful  case  in  this  country  was  by  him- 
self. In  this  connection,  there  is  a  short  notice  of  the  labors  of  Dr. 
Sims,  which  seems  to  us  as  hardly  to  do  justice  to  this  distinguished  and 
successful  operator. 

An  interesting  case  of  hydrophobia  is  also  recorded,  which  occurred 
two  years  since,  the  first  ever  seen  by  Dr.  H.,  and  which  strongly  im- 
poeased  him  with  the  characteristic  differences  between  fhat  disease  and 
tetanus ;  diagnostic  marks  between  which  are  given. 

The  paper  on  the  Statistics  of  Consumption  contains  an  account 
of  the  number  of  deaths  by  this  disease  in  the  oities  of  Bmton,  New 
York,  and  Philadelphia  for  forty  years,  from  1811  to  1850,  inclusive, 
and  brings  to  light  the  important  fact  of  the  great  decrease  of  deaths  by 
consumption  in  those  cities  during  this  period.  This  decrease  has  been 
greater  in  Boston  than  in  either  of  the  others,  and  has  been  not  only 
relative,  but  absolute.  Philadelphia  has  suffered  less  from  this  disease 
than  either  of  the  other  cities  during  this  period ;  and  during  the  last 
ten  years  of  the  series,  it  has  somewhat  increased  in  Boston ;  while  both 
in  ifew  York  and  Philadelphia,  there  has  been  a  decided  diminution  of 
deaths  by  it  The  papers  are  all  marked  by  that  practical  good  sense 
which  we  believe  to  be  characteristic  of  the  worthy  author,  and  may, 
many  of  them,  be  read  with  profit. 
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The  MmmU  and  TkimuU  Sptdn^i  ^  the  United  SUUes  4md  Canada. 
By  Jom  BxLL,  M.  D.,  author  of  ''Baths  and  Mineral  Waten,'' 
'^  Baths  and  the  Watery  Regimen,''  Sso.y  Ac.  Philadelphia  z  Parry  & 
McMillan,  successors  to  A.  Hart,  late  Carey  is  Hart.  1855.  Pp. 
394. 

This  is  a  oonyenient  book  of  reference  for  information  respecting  the 
physical  and  chemical  properties  and  medicinal  virtues  of  the  different 
sprhigB  in  our  country  and  in  Canada,  and  will  also  proye  of  service  to 
those  who  wish  to  visit  such  places,  either  for  curiosity  or  pleasure,  or  in 
pursuit  of  health.  A  mere  glance  at  the  table  of  contents,  in  which  the 
different  springs  are  enumerated,  will  surprise  one  whose  attention  has 
not  been  directe4  to  the  subject,  by  the  extensive  and  varied  resources 
of  our  country  in  this  respect  which  it  exhibits.  Springs  of  almost  every 
variety  of  composition  are  scattered  with  a  lavish  hand  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  our  land,  presenting  us  with  means  of  cure,  or  at 
least  of  relief^  which  we  fear  are  neither  appreciated  nor  understood  by 
the  profession  as  they  should  be.  Our  own  observation  has  proved  to  us 
that  the  therapeutic  properties  of  different  waters  are  sadlj  abused  often* 
times  by  patients.  They  are  drunk  in  excessive  quantities,  or  at  im- 
proper times,  or  while  the  system  is  in  an  improper  state  for  their  bene- 
ficial influence,  or  without  any  adaptation  to  the  form  of  disease  they 
are  calculated  to  cure ;  and  in  this  way  fail  to  do  good,  if  they  do  not 
produce  positive  harm,  and  thus  d^tjcaot  from  the  reputation  to  which 
they  are  fairly  entitled.  The  manual  of  Dr.  Bell  is  calculated  to  afford 
many  facilities  in  this  way,  embodying,  as  it  does,  certain  general  rules 
and  directions,  of  which  both  patient  and  physician  may  avail  themselves 
with  profit.  It  also  shows  the  bearings  and  distances  from  each  other 
of  the  different  springs  of  the  West,  and  thus  affords  material  aid  to  the 
traveler  in  finding  them.  Dr.  Bell  is  already  the  author  of  a  more  ex- 
tensive work  on  this  subject,  and  has  in  view  a  larger  work  than  the 
present  which  will  embrace  a  wider  ran^e  of  subjects,  and  we  trust  that 
this  will  prove  to  be  *''  an  earnest  of  the  mtentions  of  the  author,  and  an 
installment  of  his  accumulated  stores.''  The  book,  though  small,  is  of  an 
inconvenient  form  for  reference,  though  perhaps  more  portable  than  if 
made  of  larger  dimensions  but  less  thick.  The  practitioner  will  find  it 
a  good  sunomary,  for  practical  purposes,  of  the  nature,  analysis,  <kc.,  d?o., 
of  the  different  mineral  waters  of  our  country. 

Transactims  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of  the  StaU  of  New  York.  Trans- 
mitted  to  the  Legislature,  February  13, 1855.    Albany,  1855,  pp.  808. 

The  principal  articles  in  the  present  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  our  State 
Medical  Society, consist  of  an  elaborate  and  able  Beport  on  Dislocations, 
wilh  especial  reference  to  the  residts,  by  Dr.  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  of  Buffalo,  ex- 
tendinjpr  over  about  ninety  pages,  with  tables  giving  the  causes,  character,  and  re- 
sult of  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  cases  of  fractures  of  different  bones 
— a  description,  with  engravings,  of  an  improved  process  of  hare-lip  operation^ 
and  the  Report  if  the  fatal  result  (fan  operation  for  the  removal  of  a  tumor  from 
the  nccJk,by  Prof.  A.  March,  of  Albany— an  account  of  Dr.  ParkhursCs  case  of 
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Extra  Uterine  Conoc^ion,  with  engraTiDgs,  hj  Dr.  Armsbjr— a  paper  on  theem- 
ploymentqf  Iii^umsiraoihe  Brtmchidl  'fiibeMOfid  into  the  Tubercular  CavUiescf 
the  lung$9  by  Dr,  K  Oreeuj  and  reports  on  the  Epidemiee  cf  different  portianrqf 
the  State,  by  Dr.  A.  Willard,  of  Geneva,  Chenango  Co.,  Ur.  G.  C.  Moneil,  of 
Newburgh,  and  Dr.  T.  C.  Brinsmade  of  Troy,  the  latter  inclading  a  history  of 
the  Cholera  Epidemic  in  that  place,  by  W.  P.  Seymour.  In  addition  to  these,  an 
address  by  Dr.  C.  B.  Coyentiy,  Prendent  of  the  Society,  and  by  Dr.  John  Mc 
Call,  of  Utica,*and  biographical  notices  of  Professor  jTames  Webster,  by  Dr. 
Coventry,  and  Dr.  Daniel  Ayers,  of  Amsterdam,  by  Dr.  Morgan  Snvder,  of 
Fort  Plain;  which  are  followed  by  an  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meet- 
mg  of  the  Society  in  February  last,  list  of  officers  of  county  medical  societies, 
honorary  members,  permanent  members,  dLc.  dLC. ;  the  whole  making  up  another 
valuable  addition  to  the  volumes  which  have  previously  emanat^  from  this 
source,  and  which  we  trust  will  long  continue  to  be  thus  productive. 

The  Hdff,  Yearly  Abstract  of  the  Medical  Sciences  >^By  W.  H.  Ranking,  M.D., 
andC.  B.Radcliffe,M.D.  No.  21,  January  to  June,  1866.  Philadelphia: 
Lindsay  and  Blakiston,  1866,  pp.  309. 

This  valuable  reprint  is  now  established  as  one  of  the  wants  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  is  distributed  with  praiseworthy  punctuality.  To  those  not  famil- 
iar with  its  merits,  we  commend  it  as  entirely  deserving  of  confidence  for  the 
care  and  judgment  with  which  the  selections  and  analyses  are  made. 


Ikmisanc^CoUege  of  Physicians  and  8urgecns.-^VTof.  John  Torrey  has 
resigned  the  chair  of  Chemistiy  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in 
this  dty,  and  Prof.  John  L.  Conte,  of  the  Georm  Sute  University,  has  been 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy,  having  resigned  his  Professorship  at  Athens.  The 
new  edifice  of  this  institution,  at  the  comer  of  Twenty-third  street  and  Fourth 
avenue,  is  in  rapid  progress  of  completion,  and  will,  we  understand,  be  ready 
for  occupation  next  month. 

Introductory  Lectures, — ^The  Introductory  Lecture  to  the  regular  course  of 
instruction  at  the  University  Medical  College  (Fourteenth  st,)  oy  Dr.  Draper, 
and  that  at  the  New*York  Sfedical  College  (Thirteenth  st,)  by  Dr.  Green,  will 
be  given  on  Monday,  the  16th  inst  Dr.  Dalton  delivers  the  Introductory  at  the 
ColTege  of  Physbians  and  Surgeons  (Crosby  st),  on  Tuesday,  the  16th  inst 

Jews^  Hospital,  ^th  street, — ^Dr.  I.  Moses  has  resigned  his  situation  as  Sur- 
geon of  this  institution. 

Geneva  Medical  College — Reorganization  of  the  Faculty, — ^Wm.  Sweetzer, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Institutes  and  Practice;  John  Fowler,  M.  D.,  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy ;  Frederic  Hyde,  M.  D.,  of  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery ;  G. 
Burr,  M.  D.,  of  Obstetrics,  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  Medical  Ju. 
risprudence ;  Caleb  Green,  M.  D.  of  Materia  Medica  and  General  Pathology ; 
James  H.  Jerome,  M.  D.,  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  ;  James  Hadley,  M.  D., 
Emeritus  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy.  The  course  will  commence, 
on  the  3d  of  October  and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 

Memphis  Medical  College.'^John  Borland,  M.  D.,  late  U.  S.  Senator,  has 
been  appointed  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology  in  this  institution,  in 
the  place  of  Dr.  La  Roche,  whose  ill  heAlth  eompelled  him  to  decline  the  post 
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Prize  QuetHonSffor  1856. — The  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  offer  a 
prize  of  One  Hundred  DoUars  for  the  best  dissertation  on  **  The  History  and 
Statistics  of  Ovariotomy,  and  nnder  what  circnmstances  the  operation  may 
be  considered  safe  and  expedient**  Dissertations  to  be  'directed  te  Dr.  C.  E. 
Ware,  6  Temple  Place,  Boston,  before  first  Wednesday  in  April,  1866.  The 
Irnstees  of  the  Fisk  Prize  Fund  ofier  a  prize  of  One  Hundred  DoUars  for  the 
best  dissertation  on  the  qneetion,  **Doe8  pregnancy^aocelerate  or  retard  the  de- 
velopment of  the  tnbercle  of  the  Inngs,  in  persons  predisposed  to  this  dis- 
ease r    Address  S.  A.  Arnold,  M.  D.,  Providence. 

The  Boylston  Prize  CommiUee  offer  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  as  a 
prize  for  the  best  essay  on,  1st  **  The  nature  and  treatment  of  Asiatic  Cholera," 
2d,  **  What  is  the  nature  and  treatment  of  aneurism  by  anastamosis  ? "  Ad- 
dress John  C.  Warren,  M.  D.,  before  the  first  Wednesday  in  April,  1856. 

New  Medical  Journal, — ^A  new  monthly  journal,  under  the  name  of  the  A^ 
Umta  Medical  and  Surgical  Joumaly  was  commenced  at  Atlanta,  Gku,  on  the 
1st  of  September,  under  the  editorial  care  of  J.  P.  Logan,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Phys- 
iology and  Pathology,  and  W.F.  Westmoreland,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

Yellow  Fever  at  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,-^The  ravages  of  this  fatal  dis- 
ease in  those  two  cities  have  nearly  ceased  We  see  it  stated  in  one  of  the 
daily  papers  that  twenty-one  physicians  have  died  of  it  at  Norfolk  and  four 
elsewhere  who  contracted  it  there,  ten  of  whom  were  residents  and  eleven.vol- 
vnteers,  thus  adding  another  instance  to  the  many  on  record  of  the  victims  on 
the  part  of  our  profession  to  the  cause  of  suffering  humanity.  We  have  else- 
where recorded  tiie  names  of  several  of  this  number.  The  whole  number  of 
deaths  at  Norfolk  is  stated  to  have  been  2,000. 

Yethw  Fever  at  New  Orleans. — ^The  epidemic  is  nearly  at  an  end  in  this 
city  also.  We  see  it  stated  that  from  the  23d  of  June  to  the  15th  of  Septem- 
ber, the  total  number  of  deaths  by  vellcw  fever  in  New  Orleans  was  2,355. 
The  epicemic  reached  its  highest  point  on  the  20th  of  August,  on  which  day 
there  were  394  deaths.  The  numoer  of  deaths  by  yellow  fever  in  1854  was 
2,508. 

Turkish  Order  of  Knighihood-^Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson  received  by  the  last 
steamer  from  Europe  the  patent  and  decoration  of  the  Order  of  Eiiighthood 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  Abdul  Medjid,  for  services  ren- 
dered by  his  discovery  of  Ansssthesia  to  the  armies  of  the  Allies.  This  is  one 
of  the  fifteen  decorations  of  this  order  lately  conferred  by  the  Sultan  on  those 
who  have  rendered  service  to  the  empire. 

New  Insane  Hospital  in  Massachusetts, — The  Commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Governor  to  select  a  place  for  the  erection  of  buildings  for  an  insane  Asy- 
lum in  Western  Massachusetts,  havedecided  in  favor  of  Northampton. 

Weekly  Mortality.  Cixr.— For  the  week  ending  Sept.  1,  1855,  548 :  Con- 
sumption, 39;  apoplexy,  2;  congestion  of  brain,  9;  diarrhoea,  46;  dysentery, 
35;  cholera  infantum,  95;  scarlet  fever,  8 ;  measles,  1 ;  whoopin|f  cough,  17 ; 
yellow  fever,  1 ;  typhus  fever  (including  •*  typhoid  "),  5.  For  the  week  ending 
Sept.Bj  501:  Consumption,  40;  apoplexy,  4;  congestion  of  brain,  4;  diar- 
rhoea, 41 ;  dysentery,  28 ;  cholera  infantum,  60 ;  scarlet  fever,  4 ;  measles,  6 ; 
whooping  cough,  21 ;  typhus  fever  (including  **  typhoid  ")»  H-  For  the  week 
ending  Sept.  15,  503:  Consumption,  39  ;  apoplexy,  3;  congestion  of  briun,9  ; 
diarrhoea,  31 ;  dysentery,  25 ;  cholera  infantum,  54 ;  scarlet  fever,  9 ;  measles, 
2 ;  whooping  cough,  13 ;  small-pox,  1 ;  typhus  fever  (including  **  typhoid"),  8, 
For  the  week  ending  Sept.  22,  396 :  Consumption,  40 ;  apoplexy,  1 ;  congestion 
of  brain,  9;  diarrhoea,  29;  dysentery,  12;  cholera  infantum,  31;  scarlet  fever. 
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10 ;  whooping  eonj^h,  9 ;  small-poz,  1 ;  typhiu  ferer  (inclndiog  **  tfphoid'O*  7. 
For  the  week  ending  SepL  39,  856 :  ConsamptioD,  88 ;  apoplexy,  8 ;  conges- 
tion of  brain,  5 ;  diarrhoea,  21 ;  dysentery,  20 ;  cholera  infantom,  35 ;  scarlet 
fever,  8;  whooping  cough,  11 ;  yellow  fever,  1;  typhna  fever  (including  **  ty* 
phoid"),  U. 

Weekly  ComparUon  cf  the  Weather  and  Deaths  in  the  City^  canLinued 
to  Sept.  39, 1865. 


Weftther. 


Remarka 


Damp. 

Drier. 

Damper. 

Damper. 

Drier. 


I 


71 

67 
65 


12' 

U 

16i 

19 

13 


699 
549 
564 
696 
651 


Or. 


it 
II 


5 

5.14 
5.18 
5.17 
4.70 


118 
103 
103 
103 
94 


548 
501 
503 
396 
355 


410 
377 
389 
279 
248 


106 
96 

102 
60 
82 


100 
80 


86 


120  84 


287 
226 
210 
132 
120 


221 
234 
195 
165 
141 


Sept  1856. 
'*  1854. 


67 
661 


615 
737 


5.00 
5.50 


100  1755 
110  2786 


1335 
1695 


864  375 
1082  352 


365 

469 


722 
1265 


74 
116 


221 
581 


776 
1131 


There  were  403  deaths  reported  from  cholera  in  SepL  1864.  Important 
conclusions  can  be  easily  made  from  the  above  table ;  it  certainly  shows  that 
the  past  month  has  been  healthy.  The  only  important  item  neceasanr  for  com- 
parison not  referred  to  above,  is  the  diminution  of  immigration,  it  being  not 
more  than  half  as  large  this  month  as  in  September  of  last  year.      J.  P.  L 


On  11th  September,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Osgood,  Prof.  Wv.  Sweetzbr,  of  Gen- 
eva Medical  College,  and  Amns  Lanodoh,  daughter  of  J.  A.  Haven,  of  Fort 
Washington.  N.  Y. 


HECftOLMT. 

Died,  at  Boston,  on  39th  August,  B.  F.  Randall,  M.  D.,  sot.  86. ^In 

this  city,  Aug.  81,  Shadwsll  Eluot,  M.  D.,  »t  39.— In  Portsmouth,  Va., 

on  39th  August,  of  yellow  fever.  Dr.  Trugibii,  »t  36. At  Norfolk,  Sept 

1,  of  yellow  fever,  Drs.  Thomas  Cokstablb  and  Thomas  Nash. ^At  Brook- 
lyn, L.  L,  Sept  8,  Fbederico  W.  W.  Stoey,  M.  D.,  »t  31. At  Pbil- 

ad^phia,  on  tbe  3d  of  September,  Dr.  John  R  Chbxsxman,  set  43. 

At  Norfolk,  September  3d,  of  yellow  fever.  Dr.  6.  J.  Hanson.^ ^In  this 

city,  August  30th,  Dr.  Peter  Van  Zandt,  st  63. At  Philadelphia,  on  the 

8th  September,  Dr.  Francis  L.  Higgins,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  ast  43. At  Nor- 
folk, on  10th  September,  of  yellow  fever,  Dr.  P.  C.  Gooch,  of  Richmond,  Va., 
late  editor  of  the  Slethoscopet  and  Secretary  of  the  American  Medical  Aasoci* 

ation,  set  38. At  Norfolk,  on  8th  September,  of  yellow  fever,  Dr.  Bai^oub, 

aet  40. At  Alexandria,  Va.,  on  the  8th  September,  Dr.  Jambs  Cahson,  »t 

83. At  Norfolk,  on  18th  September,  Dr.  Geo.  L.  Ufsbue,  »t  86,  sur- 

ffeon  of  the  Marine  Hospital. At  Portsmouth,  Va.,  Sept  30,  of  yellow 

fever,  while  on  the  mission  of  duty  towards  hb  fellow  men,  Dr.  Edwin  Hun- 
tee,  of  this  city,  nt  38. 


THE 
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(Dr^ittttl  Cnmnmimaftim 

A  Case  of  deep  Wound  of  the  Parotid  Region^  in  vfhick  a  Ligature 
was  simultaneously  applied  to  the  Common  and  Internal  Carotid 
Arteries,  By  Gxtrdon  Buck,  M.  D^  Surgeon  to  the  New  York 
Hospital. 

Wm.  McGraw,  a  laboring  man,  aged  30  years,  and  a  native  of  Ireland, 
was  admitted  July  5,  1848,  into  the  Hospital  with  a  deep  wound  in  the 
right  parotid  region,  that  happened  the  day  before  from  the  explosion  of 
a  glass  bottle  containing  gunpowder.  The  patient  was  holding  the  bottle 
at  the  time  of  the  accident.  The  haemorrhage,  which  was  profuse,  was 
arrested  with  much  difficulty  by  sewing  up  tightly  the  external  wound,  af- 
ter first  extracting  a  fragment  of  glass  one  inch  in  length.  The  upper 
part  of  the  neck  and  cheek,  surrounding  the  wound,  were  a  good  deal 
swollen  and  tense.  The  wound  itself  was  scarcely  half  an  inch  in  length, 
and  was  situated  half  an  inch  anterior  to  the  lobe  of  the  ear.  After  en- 
larging its  orifice,  the  finger  passed  directly  inwards  behindthe  ramus  of 
the  jaw,  a  depth  of  nearly  two  inches,  and  could  be  moved  about  with 
some  freedom  at  the  bottom  of  the  wound.  No  haemorrhage  followed 
the  exploration.  The  patient's  mouth  was  drawn  towards  the  left  side, 
and  much  distorted.  Deglutition  was  difficult,  and  his  voice,  hitherto  dis- 
tinct, was  thick  and  not  easily  understood.  Patient  was  directed  to  keep 
in  bed,  and  to  have  cold  water  dressings  applied  to  the  part. 

July  8.  On  careful  examination,  the  swelling,  which  had  increased, 
presented  a  distinct  pulsation  at  its  central  and  most  prominent  part, 
showing  conclusively  the  development  of  a  false  aneurism. 

9th.  At  4,  A.  M.,  a  very  profuse  haemorrhage  occurred,  which  could 
not  be  controlled  by  pressure  over  the  wound,  but  was  finally  arrested  by 
very  firm  compression  applied  to  the  common  carotid.  After  being 
kept  up  by  the  Resident  Surgeon  and  his  assistants  for  nearly  two  hours, 
compression  with   sponge  in  the  wound  was  substituted,  and  applied 
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in  the  following  manner.  Three  pieces  of  compressed  sponge  were  sue- 
cessivelj  passed  down  into  the  cavity  of  the  wound,  and  a  fourth  phiced 
over  the  orifice.  Two  graduated  compresses  were  applied  over  the  spon- 
ges, and  the  whole  maintained  in  place  by  the  finger  of  an  assistant.  The 
patient  was  thus  relieved  of  the  painful  pressure  over  the  neck,  and  time 
was  allowed  to  convene  the  Surgeons  for  an  operation. 

Operation  at  9,  A.  M.  For  reasons  that  will  be  stated  hereafter,  it  was 
decided  to  apply  a  ligature  to  the  internal  as  well  as  the  common  carotid 
artery.    The  procedure  was  as  follows. 

An  incision  three  inches  in  length  was  made  from  a  point  a  little 
above  the  ramus  of  the  os  hyoides  downwards  over  the  edge  of  the  stemo- 
mastoid  muscle.  This  muscle  being  laid  bare,  its  anterior  edge  was 
raised  jfrom  its  sheath  and  drawn  outwards.  A  transverse  venous  branch 
that  crossed  the  carotid  at  the  point  where  it  was  to  be  tied,  was  secured 
by  two  fine  ligatures  and  cut  between  them.  The  sheath  of  the  common 
carotid  was  next  opened ;  and  a  ligature  passed  beneath  the  artery,  but 
not  tied.  The  dissection  was  now  carefully  prosecuted  upwards  to  the 
bifdrcation,  and  the  internal  carotid  exposed  to  the  extent  of  three-fourths 
of  an  inch  from  its  origin.  In  the  first  attempt  to  pass  the  armed  needle 
under  the  artery,  the  patient  became  suddenly  convulsed,  his  breathing 
stertorous,  and  his  pulse  feeble,  evidently  from  disturbance  of  the  pneumo- 
gastric  nerve.  Further  proceedings  were  suspended  to  allow  these  alarm- 
ing symptoms  to  subside,  which  required  five  or  six  minutes.  A  second 
attempt  to  pass  the. ligature  was  then  successful  without  any  accident. 
Before  tying  the  knot,  a  careful  examination  was  made  to  ascertain  that 
nothing  was  included  in  the  ligature  but  the  artery.  The  effect  of  cutting 
off  the  current  of  blood  firom  the  brain  was  also  tested,  by  tightening 
the  thread  over  the  finger  placed  in  the  noose  with  the  artery.  The  lig- 
ature was  then  tied  in  the  usual  manner,  and  that  around  the  common 
carotid  was  also  secured  an  inch  below  its  bifurcation  and  above  the  omo- 
hyoid muscle.  The  external  wound  was  closed  with  sutures,  and  be- 
tween them  strips  of  muslin  wet  with  collodion  were  applied.  Ice-water 
dressings  were  directed. 

July  11th.  Patient  is  progressing  favorably,  his  pulse  is  one  hundred, 
full  and  strong.  The  swelling  of  the  parotid  region  has  diminished. 
Pus  mixed  with  blood  is  freely  secreted  from  the  original  wound. 

14th.  The  swelling  has  still  further  subsided,  and  the  suppuration 
from  the  original  wound  very  much  diminished. 

20th.  The  ligature  has  come  away  from  the  internal  carotid.     No 
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pulaation  is  perceptible  eiiherjii  the  facial  or  temporal  arteries  of  the 
right  side. 

2lBt  The  ligature  came  away  from  the  common  carotid. 

*Aiig.  5tli.  Patient  has  complained  for  the  last  four  or  fire  days  of 
severe  pain  over  the  right  side  of  the  head  and  face,  anterior  to  the  ear, 
and  has  had  fre(][uent  slight  haemorrhage  from  both  nostrils.  The  wounds 
have  nearly  healed.  No  excitement  of  pulse.  Ordered  cups  and  scari- 
fications to  the  temples. 

Aug.  12th.  Since  the  last  report,  blisters  have  been  applied  behind 
both  ears,  and  with  decided  relief  of  the  pain  in  the  head.  The  epis- 
taxis  has  recurred  but  once,  and  only  in  a  slight  degree.  His  boweh 
are  constipated. 

14th.  The  pain  in  the  head  has  returned  this  morning  with  great 
Beverity.  Constipation  still  persists,  in  spite  of  active  purgatives.  Or- 
dered a  blister  to  be  established  on  the  forehead  with  aq.  ammon.  fort. ; 
and  cToton  oil,  gutt  ij.  to  be  taken,  and  followed  by  enema,  if  necea- 
saay. 

15tL  The  head  is  much  relieved.  The  bowels  have  been  freely 
evacuated.    The  blister  to  be  continued  behind  the  ear. 

26th.  The  patient's  general  condition  is  improving ;  his  bowels 
however,  still  continue  obstinately  constipated,  and  require  the  most 
active  purgatives  to  move  them.  The  wounds  have  not  yet  entirely 
healed ;  that  in  the  parotid  region  is  converted  into  a  fistula,  from  which 
saliva  flows  freely,  especially  during  the  act  of  mastication.  The  mouth, 
when  opened,  is  still  drawn  to  the  left  side  ;  the  right  half  of  the  tongue 
has  J>ecome  atrophied  and  flabby,  presenting  longitudinal  wrinkles  on  its 
BuifrMse.  Its  appearance  strangely  contrasts  with  that  of  the  left  half, 
which  retains  its  natural  plump  and  healthy  condition. 

Sept.  2l8t  Every  thing  continued,  to  progress  favorably  till  this 
morning,  when  patient  became  feverish,  and  sick  at  his  stomach.  Dur- 
ing an  effort  to  vomit,  he  was  suddenly  startled  by  a  gush  of  arterial 
blood  from  the  wound  in  the  neck,  amounting  to  about  two  ounces. 
Before  assistance  could  reach  him,  the  haemorrhage  ceased  spontane- 
ously. 

Oct  18th. — ^No  return  of  haemorrhage.  The  salivary  fistula  noticed 
above  has  closed  under  the  influence  of  pressure  applied  with  the  end 
of  the  finger  to  the  orifice  of  the  fistula  during  meals.  Patient  was  dis- 
charged cured  this  day. 

Several  months  afterwards,  when  he  presented  himself  for  examina- 
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Hon,  the  right  half  of  the  tongue  was  still  found  atrophied  and  shriv- 
eledf  though  the  function  of  taste  remained  unimpaired.  The  mouth 
was  drawn  to  the  left  side,  distorting  the  &oe.  His  articulation  contin- 
ued thick  and  indistinct. 

Remarks. — The  situation  and  depth  of  the  wound  in  the  above  case, 
as  well  as  the  profuseness  of  the  haemorrhage  and  the  extreme  difficulty 
of  controlling  it  by  pressure,  plainly  indicated  that  a  large  artery  had 
been  divided.  The  external  carotid  artery  and  certain  of  its  branches, 
as  well  as  the  internal  carotid,  lay  close  together  in  the  region  occupied 
by  the  track  of  the  wound,  and  it  was  impossible  to  say  which  of  them, 
might  be  involved. 

In  the  choice  of  means  for  arresting  permanently  the  hsemorrhage^ 
the  following  considerations  were  carefully  weighed : — 

1st  In  reference  to  securing  the  divided  vessels  in  the  wound.  Thia 
undoubtedly  would  have  been  the  most  reliable  method,  and  is  the  one 
prescribed  by  the  rules  of  surgical  practice.  It  is  not,  however,  always 
admissible.  Obstacles  may  exist,  depending  on  the  inaccessible  location 
of  the  wounded  vessel,  or  other  equally  insurmountable  difficulties.  In 
this  case,  the  wounded  vessels  lay  deep  in  a  narrow  spaee  bounded  ante- 
riorly by  the  ramus  of  tbe  lower  jaw,{and  posteriorly  by  the  mastoid  pro- 
cess and  the  stemo-mai^toid  muscle,  which  presented  imyielding  barriers 
that  forbade  any  distension  of  the  edges  of  the  wound,  even  had  it  been 
admissible  to  enlarge  it  by  incision.  The  exposure  of  other  larger  ves- 
sels to  be  wounded  in  attempting  this  operation,  and  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty of  controlling  the  haemorrhage  by  compression  of  the  common, 
carotid  during  the  operation ;  these  were  all  weighty  reasons,  that'  de- 
terred frop  resorting  to  this  method. 

2d.  Ligature  of  the  common  carotid.  This  is  the  resource  hereto- 
fore most  generally  relied  upon  in  wounds  of  the  neck,  when  tying  the 
wounded  vessels  has  been  inadmissible.  Though  it  has  succeeded  in 
many  cases,  yet  it  has  not  unfrequently  proved  ineffectual,  and  that 
oftener,  no  doubt,  than  the  records  of  surgery  disclose.  The  free  com- 
munication between  the  internal  carotids  of  either  side  through  the  circle 
of  Willis,  permits  a  return  current  to  be  promptly  established  through  the 
internal  into  the  external  carotid  and  its  branches  of  the  same  side,  after 
the  ligature  of  the  common  trunk.  This  was  illustrated  in  the  writer's 
own  experience  a  few  years  ago,  in  a  case  of  self-inflicted  wound  of  the 
throat,  exposing  the  left  thyroid  cartilage.    A  profuse  secondary  hscmor- 
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rhage  occurred  at  the  expiration  of  ^y^  or  six  days,  for  which  the  com- 
mon carotid  artery  was  tied.  One  hour  had  scarcely  elapsed  before  the 
haemorrhage  recurred  almost  as  profusely  as  at  first  Compression  kept 
up  by  means  of  a  succession  of  assistants  was  relied  on  for  three  or  four 
days  Ionger,when  a  third  repetition  of  the  haemorrhage  rendered  it  neces- 
sary to  resort  to  other  means.  The  original  wound  was  now  enlarged 
and  explored,  and  affcer  much  difficulty,  the  bleeding  vessel  was  secured. 
It  was  found  that  a  small  false  aneurism  had  developed  itself  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  wound  around  the  divided  vessel.  Another  consideration  that 
dissuaded  from  the  operation  of  tying  the  common  carotid  artery  alone 
in  this  case,  was  the  fear  entertained  that  the  internal  carotid  might 
itself  be  wounded. 

The  novel  operation  which  was  resorted  to  in  this  instance  and  which 
was  so  successfid,  was  thought  to  be  adapted  to  any  contingency  that 
might  exist.  By  cutting  off  simultaneously  the  direct  current  through 
the  common  carotid  and  the^'retum  current  through  the  internal  carotid, 
haemorrhage  from  a  wounded  branch  of  the  external  carotid  would  be 
effectually  controlled ;  and  in  the  event  of  a  wound  of  the  internal  carotid, 
the  circulation  would  be  rendered  stagnant  in  that  vessel  by  the  ligature 
applied  to  it  near  its  origin,  and  the  process  for  its  permanent  closure 
would  be  secured  by  the  simultaneous  ligature  of  the  common  carotid. 

Other  applications  of  this  operation  suggest  themselves,  and  claim  the 
serious  consideration  of  practical  surgeons ;  for  instance,  where  destruc- 
tive ulceration  of  the  fauces  invading]the  internal  carotid  or  other  arteries 
had  given  rise  to  alarming  haemorrhage,  it  would  be  the  surest  reliance. 

In  the  London  and  Edinh,  Monthly  Journal  of  Med,  Science,  vol.  for 
1842,  p.  961,  Mr.  Syme  has  reported  a  temarkable  case  of  aneurism  of  the 
internal  carotid,  which  was  recognized  as  such  by  a  pulsating  tumor  in 
the  region  of  the  tonsil,  and  in  which  he  had  tied  the  common  carotid 
artery.  The  patient  died  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  in  thirty  hours 
after  the  operation.  The  postmortem  examination  corroborated  the 
diagnosis,  but  did  not  explain  the  cause  of  death.  Mr  S.  remarks  in  ref- 
erence to  this  case ;  that  ^  the  pulsation  of  the  tumor  continued  after 
the  operation,  but  was  much  less  forcible.'* . . "  The  contents  of  the  sac  were 
coagulated,  except  at  a  narrow  channel  corresponding  with  the  current 
through  the  artery,  which,  it  may  hence  be  inferred,  had  not  been  com- 
pletely arrested.  Indeed  this  was  not  and  could  not  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected when  the  free  retrograde  passage  afiforded  by  the  anastomosing 
communications  of  the  external  carotid  was  taken  into  account''    Mr. 
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Syme's  remarkB  would  apply  wiih  muoh  greater  force  to  the  aaafltomofliii^ 
communications  between  the  internal  oarotidB  tiuough  the  drde  of 
WUlifi,  by  means  of  which  the  return  current  would  be  much  moiB  pron^y 
established  than  through  the  anastomoses  of  the  external  carotids.  To 
such  a  case  as  Mr.  Syme's  our  operation,  it  is  thoughti  would  haye  beea 
peculiarly  applicable. 

The  atrophy  of  the  right  half  of  the  tongue,  following  the  operation 
in  the  case  just  narrated/ is  an  interesting  point,  and  one  which  might 
peihaps  suggest  the  expedient  of  tying  the  lingual  arteries  as  a  remedy 
for  hypertrophy  of  the  tongue. 


Chrtmk  Mtncrrhagia  treated  by  the  Syrup  Ferri^Icdid.    By  Frsdb- 
RICK  D.  Lknte,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  the  *'  West  Point  Foundry.** 

JSditor  New  Tori  Medical  times  : 

Sir  :  —  I  send  you  the  following  case  of  this  troublesome  affec- 
tion, hurriedly  drawn  up  amid  a  press  of.  business,  hoping  that  it  may 
proye  interesting  to  those  of  your  readers  who  may  be  called  upon  to 
treat  one  of  a  like  character,  in  which,  as  in  this,  the  ordinary  reme- 
dies have  failed.  It  is  the  first  trial  that  I  hare'  made  of  it,  haying 
usually  found  the  secale  and  sulph.  acid  sufficiently  efficacious. 

E.  B.,  aged  18 ;  unmarried.  Has  for  two  years  suffered  more  or  less 
from  immoderate  menstrual  flux ;  sometimes  being  too  abundant  at  the 
regular  period,  sometimes  occurring  at  too  short  interyals.*  Within  the 
past  seyen  or  eight  months,  the  discharge  has  been  so  profuse  and  so  fire- 
quently  repeated  as  to  injure  her  health  yeiy  materially.  For  two  months 
past,  she  has  been  scarcely  free  from  the  discharge  for  a  week  at  a  time. 
Etiolation  is  extreme ;  has  constant  palpitation  of  the  heart  on  slight  ex- 
ertion, and  complains  of  great  debility,  though  able  to  go  about  and 
perform  some  domestic  duties.  Has  applied  to  no  physician,  but  haa 
taken  domestic  remedies  from  her  mother,  who  considers  herself  quite 
skillful  in  such  cases.  She  is  about  to  journey  to  the  "far  West,** 
and  applies  for  relief  and  strength  to  enable  her  to  support  its  £&- 
tigues.  April  6tk^  1855.  As  there  appears  to  be  no  inflammatory 
condition  of  either  the  oyaries  or  the  uterus,  ordered  a  little  alteratiye  and 
aperient  medicine,  to  be  followed  by  3  •  acid,  sulph.  aromat,  tinct  ergot-, 
^^  I  h  S^^  ^^^'  t^  di®  y  *^^  ^^*^  ^  ^  repeated  at  shorter  intervals 
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duriikg  the  coatiiiiiance  of  the  catamenia,  and  also  cold  applicadoos  to 
the  genitala,  and  cold  water  enematajp^r  rectum. 

April  \2th. — ^No  better ;  has  had  the  discharge  almost  constantly 
since  last  date.  To  stop  medicine,  and  take  ]$.  ol.  terebenth.,  gtt  xij. 
in  mucilage,  q.  4.  h.  during  the  menstrual  dischargCi  and  three  times  a 
day  in  the  interval. 

April  l^th. — ^No  relief  Discontinue  the  medicine^  and  take  ]$. 
syrup,  feiri.  iodid.,  3  ss*  ter  in  die ;  dose  to  be  increased  to  3  j.  after  a 
few  days. 

April  2di^.— Patient  decidedly  improved ;  feels  stronger  and  better ; 
discharge  has  ceased  for  the  present;  takes  the  medicmenowin  3j. 
doses.  At  this  date^  patient  started  with  her  family  for  Wisconsin,  widi 
directions  to  continue  the  medicine  regularly,  and  to  inform  me  of  the 
result  Subsequently  I  received  a  letter  from  her  father,  dated  July 
16th,  the  following  extract  from  which  will  explain  the  issue  of  the 
case: 

"Dear  Sir : — At  your  request  regarding  the  medicine  you  prescribed 
for  my  daughter,  I  write  to  inform  you  that  it  has  answered  the  intended 
purpose.  The  disease  apparently  gradually  gave  way,  so  that  every 
"  interval  ^  became  two  or  three  days  longer.  Now,  I  believe,  the  "  in- 
terval "  is  about  three  weeks.  She  has  gained  considerably  in  flesh  and 
strength.    She  has  quit  taking  the  syrup  for  the  last  three  weeks. 

"  Yours,  respectfully,  C.  B." 

NoTEL^-Ths  symp  used  was  that  prepared  by  Powers  ^  Weightmao,  of  Phfla- 
delphia,  according  to  the  last  edition  of  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory,  each  drachm 
containing  six  grains  of  the  iodide, 

The  SesuU  of  Vaccination.     By  A  K.  Garbkbr,  M.  D. 

A  child,  agsd  eight  months,  was  recently  brought  to  me,  suffering, 
as  its  mother  said*  from  the  effects  of  ^^  bad  matter  "  introduced  into  the 
system  by  a  quack  doctor  in  vaccination. 

When  the  child  waa  about  five  weeks  old,  it  was  vaccinated.  Ery- 
sipelas soon  commenced  in  the  arm,  and  ran  over  nearly  the  whole  body. 
This  waa  followed  by  enlargement  of  the  glands  of  neck,  axiUa,  groin, 
dec,  some  oi  them  advancing  to  suppuration.  Pus  was  evident  in  the 
joints  of  every  finger,  the  elbow,  and  knee,  in  which  fluctuation  was 
plainly  perceptible.    In  addition,  the  anterior  portion  of  the  scrotum 
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had  been  destroyed,  and  tbe  testicles,  attached  by  the  cord  and  vessels, 
hung  without  other  support  or  covering.  So  general  disease  following 
vaccination,  I  have  never  before  seen.  The  little  sufferer  wsjb  much 
emaciated,  had  a  cachectic  and  most  markedly  unhealthy  appearance, 
and  I  entertained  little  hopes  of  its  recovery. 

The  question  of  its  being,  in  any  respect,  owing  to  impure  matter,  I 
was  not  prepared  to  allow,  and  the  evidence  was  against  supposing  any 
syphilitic  taint  from  either  parent.  Whether  syphilis  in  any^  form  can 
be  communicated  by  inoculation,  except  when  a  primary  disease,  is  yet 
undetermined.  Thinking  that  it  cannot  be,  I  was  inclined  to  consider 
this  a  case  resulting  from  purulent  absorption  following  erysipelas  acci- 
dentally supervening  upon  an  ordinary,  healthy  vaccination. 
I  gave  the  child 

5 . — Syrup  Tolu,  §  iv. 
lod.  Potass,  3  ii. 
Citrat  Fern,  3j. 
3  L  ter  in  die. 

This  was  continued  for  several  weeks ;  and  with  simple  dressing  to  the 
scrotum,  without  opening  or  disturbing  any  of  the  numerous  abscesses) 
the  child  gradually  improved,  the  testicles  were  covered  by  granulations' 
ultimately  cicatrizing;  and  it  is  nowMn  apparent  good  health. 

141  East  Thirtesnth  St. 

Case  of  Paralysis  in  a  horse  successfully  treated  by  Galvanism,    By  G. 
Huff,  M.  D.,  Lexington,  Ky. 

The  following  case  of  a  paraljiio  horse  successfully  treated  by  gal- 
vanism occurred  to  me  last  year,  and  was  so  novel  in  its  character  that 
it  excited  considerable  interest  among  the  Medical  Faculty  here,  and  I 
have  thought  it  not  unworthy  of  record.  I  give  the  details  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  owner  of  the  animal,  Mr.  Joseph  F.  Frazer,  who  lives  in 
the  neighborhood  of  this  place,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  me  on  the  sub* 
ject  I  will  only  add,  that  I  applied  the  galvanism  very  often  at  first, 
and  at  more  distant  intervals  towards  the  dose  of  the  treatment 

^Upon  the  2d  day  of  February,  1854, 1  turned  into  a  grain  field  a 
two-year  old  horse,  sore  from  castration,  which  had  been  done  a  faw 
days  previous.  On  the  I7th  day  of  the  same'  month  he  was  pronounced 
wdl  (and  sold  for  a  fine  price).    About  the  20th  of  March,  I  turned  him 
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from  the  wheat  to  a  blue  grass  pasture,  continuing  to  feed  him  with 
corn. '  He  had  by  this  time  got  in  fine  condition,  and  frequently  would 
mn  and  plaj  with  other  horses  that  were  with  him  in  the  field,  until  he 
would  get  quite  warm.  About  the  Ist  of  April  I  discovered  that  he  was 
looking  dull,  and  was  not  disposed  to  eat,  and  that  hi3  legs  were  much 
swollen.  I  immediately  called  in  a  veterinary  surgeon  living  at  Lexing- 
ton,  of  much  skill,  who  pronounced  it  a  case  of  farcy  of  the  worst  kind, 
and  treated  him  for  it.  In  about  twenty-four  hours  after  he  was  first 
taken,  his  legs  were  swollen  so  much  that  it  was  impossible  foi  him  to 
move.  The  day  following  his  eyes  were  entirely  closed,  and  his  whole 
head  so  much  swollen  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  eat  a  single 
mouthful,  and  he  had  to  be  fed  from  a  bottle.  In  about  two  or  three 
weeks  we  thought  he  would  recover,  as  he  appeared  less  swollen,  and 
more  inclined  to  eat ;  and  we  were  of  opinion  that,  by  the  first  of  June, 
he  was  cured  of  the  disease,  but  his  legs,  eyelids,  and  ears,  were  com- 
pletely paralyzed.  At  tlus  time.  Dr.  Huff  saw  him,  and  I  asked  his 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  animal,  he  being  a  physician.  I  remarked,  that 
I  supposed  what  is  good  for  a  man  in  the  same  condition  would  be  good 
for  a  horse.  He  replied,  if  it  was  his  horse,  he  would  apply  galvanism, 
but  he  would  not  agree  to  treat  him  for  me.  Consequently  I  got  others 
to  apply  galvanism  to  him ;  but  it  was  without  benefit,  and  I  was  advised 
by  those  who  applied  the  galvanic  current  to  kill  the  horse  at  once»  as 
he  wotdd  never  be  of  any  value.  After  various  experiments,  much 
trouble,  and  considerable  expense,  I  concluded  to  turn  him  out  and  let 
nature  take  its  course.  On  the  Ist  of  September,  his  ears  appeared 
somewhat  improved,  but  his  lips  were,  to  all  appearances,  completely  dead. 
The  upper  lip  was  in  such  a  lax  condition  as  to  descend  to  the  gums  of 
the  lower  jaw,  completely  covering  the  teeth,  and  Ids  under  lip  hung  by 
the  muscles  of  the  chin  at  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees,  as  a  piece  of 
liver  suspended  by  threads.  Sensation  was  lost,  as  well  as  muscular 
contraction.  In  &ct,  at  this  time  Dr.  Huff  made  an  incision  on  each 
side  of  the  lip  without  drawing  blood,  or  causing'  any  sensation.  The 
nostrils  were  so  much  collapsed  that  breathing  was  very  difficult.  Being 
unable  to  eat,,  he  became  very  much  emaciated,  and  so  weak  that  he 
could  scarcely  walk  At  this  period,  Dr.  Huff  commenced  to  experi- 
ment on  the  animal  by  electricity.  The  result  was  a  perfect  recovery 
from  every  symptom  of  disease,  leaving  the  animal  quite  vigorous,  and 
in  a  healthy  condition ;  and  after  four  months  from  the  commencement 
of  this  treatment,  he  was  sold  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 


46  C!orre9p<mdenee.  [Nov,, 

Dr.  Huff's  treatment  in  thb  caae  is  proof  poeitive,  to  my  mind,  of 
the  efScacy  of  eleotricity  in  the  core  of  paralysis. 

JosiPH  F.  Faazxb, 
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ECRASEUR  OP  M.  aHASSAIONAC. 

To  the  Editor  of  N^w  York  Medical  Times  : 

Sir  : — ^The  new  instrument  for  linear  section,  the  Ecraseur  of  M* 
Ghassaignac,  is  now  daily  employed  for  removing  tnmon,  and  in  opera- 
tions for  fistula,  yarioocele»  in.,  and  is  destined  soon  to  be  nniireriaUy 
known  to  surgeons  by  its  legitimate  use,  if  not,  also,  by  its  abase. 

The  Ecraseur  is  so  adjusted  as  to  embrace  the  part  to  be  cut  by  a 
loop  of  chain,  presenting  a  pkne  surface  with  which  the  section  is  made. 
The  two  extremities  of  the  chain,  entering  the  tube  of  the  instrument, 
placed  in  contact  with  the  point  where  the  division  is  to  finirii,  are  sue- 
cesnvely  and  at  detenmned  intervals  drawn  by  a  balaaoe  lever  worked 
at  the  opposite  extremity  of  the  tube*  Eveiy  sucoesstve  diminution  of  the 
loop  is  retained,  and  thus  the  operation  may  be  completed  within  any 
spedfied  time  deemed  expedient,  having  reference  to  the  state  of  the 
patient,  and  the  vascularity  or  haemorrhagic  tendency  of  the  parts. 

The  end  proposed  to  be  attained  by  the  Ecraseur  is,  section  without 
the  inconvenienee  of  ligature  or  the  hazards  of  hssmorrhage ;  forming  a 
new  epoch  in  operative  surgery. 

A  work  containing  plates  and  a  full  description  of  the  several  forms 
manufactured  by  M.  Mathieu,  of  Paris,  adapted  to  operations  of  the 
exterior  of  the  body,  and  in  sundry  cavities,  is  soon  to  be  published ; 
therefore!  it  will  be  preferable  on  tiiis  occasion  simply  to  state  a  few 
oases  of  its  ap}>lioation«  Let  us  commence  with  hamorrhoidal  tumors. 
In  the  case  of  tumors  exterior  to  the  orifice  of  the  rectum,  each  s^* 
arately,  or  several  [united,  are,  in  the  first  instance,  surrounded  at  the 
base,  as  in  ordinary  cases,  by  ligature.  Over  the  thread,  and  in  the 
groore  thus  formed,  aiul  separating  the  tumor  from  the  faeiolthy  part,  is 
placed  the  loop  of  the  chain  which  is  to  penetrate  by  alternate  progress 
sions  of  each  half  of  the  loop,  operated  by  the  balance  lever  at  intervals 
of  fifteen,  thirty,  or  sixty  seconds.  Internal  hemorrhoids  are  seized  by 
an  ^  higne^  or  are  brought  to  view  by  other  usual  modes,  and  are  em- 
braced and  removed  in  the  same  manner  as  those  already  described. 

Several  of  the  oases  operated  on  by  M.  Ohassaignac  have  been  of 
the  most  vascular  kind,  ana  yet  their  removal  has  not  been  attended  or 
followed  by  any  loss  of  blood,  or  any  of  the  ^ve  accidents,  which  some- 
times occur  in  the  treatment  by  cauterization,  ligature,  or  excision  by 
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the  usual  mode»    Polypi  of  the  rectum  have  been  suoeeBBfolly  removed 
in  a  similar  manner. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  applications  of  the  dcraseur  is  in  the 
operation  for  fistula  in  ano»  which  alone  entities  it  to  full  rank  among  the 
^^  arfntammUA  ekmiurgiai^  combining,  as  it  does,  all  the  advantages  of  the 
apolinose  of  the  ancients,  and  the  section  of  modem  practice. 

About  three  weeks  since,  M.  Chassai^ac  removed  a  testis  degene- 
rated into  an  encephaloid  tumor  some  five  inches  long,  three  broad,  and 
two  thick,  occupying  the  right  portion  of  the  scrotum.  A  ligature  was 
at  first  applied  in  such  a  manner  as  to  define,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the 
limits  between  the  healthy  tissue  and  the  tumor.  The  pedicle  thus 
formed  was  severed  by  the  6craseur  witiiout  the  loss  of  any  bfood.  A  con- 
siderable portion  of  healthy  integument  was  necessarily  involved  in  the 
operation.  This  was  to  be  regretted,  and  an  observer  might  have  hesitated 
to  approve  of  the  emplo^ent  of  the  ^raseur  in  this  case.  A  wound 
was  thus  left  six  inches  in  length,  the  edges  of  which  were  coaptated 
and  retained  by  suture ;  bat  three  or  four  days  after,  adhesion  by  first 
intention  having  failed,  as  might  have  been  expected,  the  sutures  were 
removed  and  simple  dressings  applied,  and  the  wound  is  now  rapidly 
healing  by  a  prooess  of  healthy  granulations. 

This  instrument  has  been  suocesBfolly  used  in  exciting  the  neck  of 
the  uterus  and  in  the  removal  of  erectile  tumors*  It  is  not  my  object 
to  enter  into  a  minute  description  of  these  cases ;  nor  shall  I  attempt  to 
criticise  what  to  many  would  seem  an  abuse  of  tibie  6craseur  in  a  case  of 
phymosis,  and  another  of  varicocele  now  under  treatment  at  the  Hospital 
Lairiboissi&re. 

I  should  not  omit  to  mention  a  case  of  great  interest  at  to-day's  clin- 
ique,  October  Ist  A  man  aged  about  sixty,  of  strong  constitution  and 
vigorous  frame,  had  a  cancroid  afifection  on  the  right  lateral  portion  of 
the  tongue.  The  tumor  was  about  two  inches  lon^,  one  broad,  and 
three  fourths  thick,  projecting  forward  to  near  the  tip  of  the  tongue, 
from  which  it  was  separated  by  a  narrow  fissure,  giving  the  appearance 
of  a  double  tongue.  Most  of  the  patients  mentioned  have  been  under 
the  influence  of  ether  or  chloroform ;  but  this  man,  of  strong  nerve,  used 
no  ansBstiietic.  The  operator,  seizing  with  his  left  hand  the  entire  mass, 
circumscribed  the  tumor  by  a  strong  ligatnre,  and  placed  in  the  groove 
thus  formed  the  loop  of  the  6craseur,  and  commenced  the  aftemate  mo- 
tions ^  of  the  lever.  As  the  hazards  from  hsemorrhage  in  operations  on 
the  tongue  demand  special  care,  M.  Ohassaignac  directed  an  assistant 
to  give  the  progressive  movements  at  intervals  of  one  minute  eadi,  thus 
prdonging  the  operation  more  than  an  hour. 

Hie  patient  seated  in  his  chair,  himself  supporting  the  instrument, 
presented  tile  appearance  of  an  oriental  widi  his  pipe.  Occasionally  he 
arose  and  wfldked  to  the  window,  if  not  to  view  the  beautifhl  court,  par- 
terre, and  pavilions  of  this  model  hospital  of  Paris,  at  least  to  breathe 
the  refreshing  air  as  it  circulated  around  the  heights  of  Montmartre. 

While  the  excision  of  the  tumor  was  thus  slowly  progressing,  M. 
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ChaaBaignac  was  at  liberty  to  proceed  to  the  operation  for  fistula  in  ano, 
removal  of  a  polypus  from  the  rectum,  and  the  elimination  of  haemor- 
rhoidal  tumors  from  three  other  patients.  Verily,  thought  I,  this  is  a 
new  era  in  operative  surgery. 

Permit  me  to  add,  that  my  obaenrations  are  yet  too  limited  and  crude 
to  judge  of  the  actual  merits  of  this  new  practice ;  but,  granting  all  appa- 
rent claims  in  favor  of  the  toraseur,  there  yet  remain  some  positive  fears 
in  regard  to  its  popularization.  The  facility  of  operations  by  this  instru- 
ment may  tend  to  its  unwarrantable  application  in  cases  imperfectly 
diagnosed  by  incompetent  operators. 

Yours  truly, 

DAVID  P.  HOLTON,  M.  D. 

Paris,  Oct  1,  185&. 


8n»intttl  1K.t)nirt0. 


Clinical  Remarks  on  the  cases  m  the  First  ^rgieal  Division  of  the 
New  York  Hospital^  during  the  months  of  October  and  November^ 
1855.    By  Thomas  M.  Markoe,  M.  D.,  Attending  Surgeon. 

On  the  Propriety  of  the  Removal  of  Cancerous  Tumors, — Reported  by 

Mr.  Geo.  K  S.  Keator. 

The  patient  now  on  the  table  before  you,  Gentlemen,  is  a  wo- 
man of  about  45  years  of  age,  vigorous  and  healthy  in  every  particu- 
lar, except  in  the  existence  of  a  tumor  in  her  left  breast,  which  we 
suppose  to  be  a  cancerous  affection,  of  the  schirrus  form.  It  originated, 
as  she  says,  from  a  slight  bruise  of  the  part,  and  has  been  growing 
about  eleven  months.  During  the  first  eignt  months,  the  growth  was 
very  gradual ;  but  for  two  months  past  it  has  been  increasing  at  a  much 
more  rapid  rate.  You  perceive  the  knobbed,  prominent  appearance  of 
the  tumor,  which  occupies  the  upper  part  of  the  breast  only,  and  does 
not  involve  the  nipple.    It  is  hard  to  the  feel,  insensible  to  handling,  and 

gives  her  but  a  moderate  amount  of  pain.  She  i^  very  anxious  about  it, 
owever,  and  has  come  here  to  get  rid  of  it  We  propose  to  remove  it, 
after  full  consultation  on  her  case,  for  reasons  which  I  will  five  you  more 
fully  after  the  operation.  (  The  patient  being  fully  edierized,  the  mamma 
and  the  tumor  were  removed.)  This  good  woman  objected  very  stroVigly, 
and  almost  refused  to  have  any  thing  done,  if  we  would  not  promise  not 
to  remove  the  whole  breast  This,  however,  would  not  have  been  admiss- 
ible, as  all  surgeons  are  agreed  that  where  the  tumor  involves  the  mam- 
mary gland  at  all,  it  is  less  likely  to  return  soon,  if  the  whole  gland  be 
taken  away  with  the  tumor. 

The  whole  subject  of  the  propriety  of  removing  cancerous  tumors 
has  of  late  years  undergone  a  reconsideration,  and  in  some  important 
particulars,  the  opinions  of  the  profession  have  been  modified.    It  is  with-  • 
m  my  own  recollection,  say  within  twenty  years,  that  the  generally 
accepted  rule  in  cases  of  cancerous  diseases,  was  removal  as  soon  as  their 
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tnie  character  became  clear,  if  on  other  groaDd%  the  necessary  operation 
was  safe  and  proper.  They  were  removed  because  they  were  cancerons, 
and  in  the  hope  and  belief  that,  by  early  alid  thorough  extirpation,  some 
chance  existed  that  a  perfect  cure  would  be  obtained,  and  that  the  disease 
would  not  return,  or  if  it  did  reappear,  that  it  would  not  be  till  after  a 
long  period  of  freedom  from  the  disorden  This  opinion  was  very  natu- 
rallv  derived  from  the  fact  that  the  wound  after  ablation  almost  always 
heals  kindly,  and  for  the  time  the  patient  is  in  many  instances  absolutely 
free  from  any  evidences  or  signs  of  the  disease. 

As,  however,  statistical  observations  began  to  accumulate  and  to  be 
carefully  studied,  it  was  found  that  the  return  of  cancerous  disease  after 
extirpation  was  infinitely  more  certain  than  it  had  been  supposed  to  be; 
and  still  more,  it  began  to  be  noted  that  the  })eriodof  recurrence  in  many 
instances  was  fearfully  short,  so  that  a  suspicion  was  entertained  that 
perhaps  the  operation  in  some  cases  might  even  be  the  means  of  shorten- 
ing the  life  it  was  intended  to  save.  This  feeling  took  so  strong  a  hold 
of  the  minds  of  many  prominent.surgeons,  that  Siey  began  to  refuse  to 
operate  on  cancer  at  all ;  and  it  is  distinctly  in  my  recollection  when  Dr. 
Jno.  Kearney  Rodgers,  began  to  teach. in  this  Hospital  that  cancerous 
tumors  had  better  be  left  alone,  because,  as  he  then  stated,  he  could 
hardly  remember  an  instance  in  which  he  had  removed  a  cancer,  where 
the  patient  continued  two  years  free  from  the  disease.  Travers,  in  En- 
gland, and  Scarpa,  in  Italy,  may  perhaps  be  mentioned  as  the  men  who 
most  prominently  advocated  the  new  doctrine  of  not  interfering  by  ope- 
ration with  the  progress  of  cancer.  The  opinion  soon  became  popular, 
and  I  think  it  may  be  said  to  be  the  genend  sentiment  of  the  profession 
at  this  moment  on  this  subject. 

Of  the  prevalence  of  this  feeling  in  regard  to  operating  on  cancers, 
we  have  constant  evidences  in  the  cases  which  come  to  Uiis  Hospital 
from  the  country.  In  a  large  proportion  of  these  cases  the  operation  has 
been  entirely  refused  by  their  surgeons,  and  they  came  to  the  city  to 
see  if  any  thing  can  be  done  for  them  here.  Some  of  you  well 
remember  the  old  lady  from  whose  groin  I  removed  last  winter  an  enor- 
mous cancerous  tumor.  Her  physician  assured  me,  that  although  haem- 
orrhages to  an  exhausting  extent  had  already  commenced  from  the  tumor, 
he  could  not  get  one  surgeon  in  the  town  where  the  patient  lived  to 
counsel  an  operation,  or  even  to  assist  him  in  its  performance.  She  re- 
turned home  with  her  wound  entirely  healed,  and  has  since  enjoyed  per- 
fectly good  health.  One  effect  of  this  positive  and  unqualified  reftusat  on 
the  part  of  surgeons  to  interfere  by  operation,  with  the  progress  of  can- 
cer, IS  to  throw  a  vast  number  of  cancerous  patients  into  the  hands  of  the 
quacks  of  every  crade,  who  by  their  different  caustic  applications  destroy 
slowly,  imperfecUy  and  with  infinite  suffering,  these  tumors  which,  with 
the  help  of  ether,  the  surgeon  may  quickly,  thoroughly,  and  without 
pain,  remove  with  the  knife. 

Within  a  few  years  past,  this  subject  has  anew  attracted  the  attention 
of  surgeons,  and  some  gentlemen  of  very  high  standing  are  disposed,  in 
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the  light  of  statistics  whioh  have  recently  been  collected,  to  place  the  de- 
cision of  this  question  of  operation  upon  grounds  somewhat  different 
from  those  which  now  and  fonnerly  have  been  considered  sound  and  or- 
thodox. M.  Leroj  d'Etoilles,  published  man^  years  ago  some  tables  of 
great  value,  bearing  on  the  comparative  duration  of  life  in  cancer,  in  those 
who  were  and  in  those  who  were  not  operated  upon.  His  tables,  which 
were  formed  of  cases  collected  from  the  recorded  experience  of  174  French 
surgeons,  embraced  about  2,000  cases  in  all.  Of  these  about  1,200  had 
not  been  operated  upon,  and  the  duration  of  the  disease  was  noted  from 
the  first  symptom  discovered  bv  the  patient,  to  time  of  death.  About 
800  had  undergone  removal  of  the  disease  once  or  oftener,  and  the  dura- 
tion of  these  cases  was  noted  in  like  manner  with  the  first  He  found 
that  the  average  durationof  life  in  th<:^cases  not  operated  on  was  for 
men  about  five  years ;  uid^OmnM^^tid  a  half  years,  while  of  those 
in  whom  Ihe  disease  Vry°^^"  "^irfiiitd,  tnC^^mge  duration  of  life  was 
for  men  ^v^  years  anmwo  months,  and  for  'w&win  six  years.  Mr.  Paget 
has  recently  published  <^W4{^l^^^t^BUDJe^t,  which,  although  they 
have  not  the  numeriLfl  apn&fty  4f  tne^ench  tables,  have  Ihe  advan- 
tage of  greater  '"^mrir^in'^  ""fl||jthr*"iljfM*^^"C  ^^^  study  of  their 
results. .  Fk'om  the  Cfmi^^i^|id^t^Q&0  tables,  Mr.  Paget  has 
educed  several  results  w>iT>k«^^P  fca  ^iam^MpA  m  they  were  important 
in  their  bearing  upon  the  practical  aspect  of  this  subject.  He  finds, 
then,  Ist  That  the  mean  duration  of  life  of  the  cases  operated  upon,  is 
slightly  inoreased  by  the  operation.  In  this  respect  his  conclusions 
agree  with  those  of  Le  Roy  d^Etiolles,  differing  only  in  that  Mr.  Paget 
makes  the  actual  duration  of  life  from  the  commencement  of  the  mX 
svmptoms  to  the  time  of  death,  considerably  shorter  than  that  shown  in 
the  Trench  tables — say  less  than  four  years — instead  of  more  than  five. 
In  both  the  tables  this  increased  duration  of  life  in  those  operated  on  is 
so  slight,  that,  standing  alone,  it  would  present  little  hope  or  encourage- 
ment to  the  surgeon  in  operating ;  but  it  appears  from  lu*.  Paget*s  tables  * 
that,  though  the  mean  duration  is  so  slightly  increased,  yet  that  the 
number  of  those  whose  lives  are  prolonged  bejond  say  three  years,  is 
much  increased  by  the  operation ;  the  average  beinc;  restored  in  the 
tables  by  a  number  of  those  not  operated  on,  in  wnom  the  disease 
lasted  a  great  number,  say  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  years.  As  far,  then, 
as  these  oases  go,  they  show  that  the  operation  has  a  &vorable  effect 
upon  the  duration  of  life. 

2d.  That  the  time  of  the  appearance  of  secondary  cancerous  disease 
is  not  materially  influenced  by  the  removal  of  the  original  local  disorder. 
In  other  words,  it  would  appear  that  the  force  of  the  constitutional  dis- 
ease showing  itself  in  the  recurrence  after  removal,  or  in  the  formation  of 
seeondary  disease  in  distant  organs  is  not  either  increased  or  diminished 
by  operation,  these  secondary  or  recurrent  diseases  showing  themselves  at 
about  the  same  period,  whether  the  disease  be  removed  or  left  to  itself. 

8d.  That  the  duration  of  life  is  in  no  way  influenced  by  the  period 
at  which  ablation  of  the  local  disease  is  performed.    This  is  a  point  of 


1865.]  JBbyntal  Reports.  51 

great  importanoe,  and  Beems  to  be  in/lirect  contradiction  to  our  precon- 
oeiyed  opinionB  on  this  subject  It  has  always  been  the  confident  belief 
of  soigeons,  that  if  any  operation  was  to  be  performed  on  cancer,  the 
earlier  it  was  done  the  better  would  be  the  patient's  prospects  of  pro- 
longed Ufe.  On  this  ^ound,  removal  has  always  been  advised  at  the 
earliest  moment  at  which  the  dia^osis  could  be  satis&ctorily  made. 
From  these  tables,  however,  it  would  seem  that  no  special  advantage  is 
to  be  derived  from  thus  early  removing  the  local  disease,  and  that  a  can- 
cerous tumor  removed  late  is  as  likdy  to  be  followed  by  prolongation 
of  existenoe  as  one  removed  early;  due  allowance  bdng  made  for  the 
fact,  that  one  occuis  early,  and  the  other  late  in  the  whole  course  of  the 
disease,  and  that  there  is  not  as  much  life  left  to  hope  for  after  cancer 
has  existed  three  years,  as  when  it  has  lasted  only  three  months. 

4th.  That  the  duration  of  life  and  the  period  of  recurrence  of  local 
or  secondary  disease  is  not  materially  influenced  by  the  &ct  of  the  tumor 
bemg  in  a  state  of  open  ulceration  at  the  time  of  removal,  or  by  the  &ct 
of  gmndular  enlaimment  existing  in  the  neighborhood,  provided  the  dis- 
eased glands  are  thoroughly  removed.  This  deduction  is  also  contrary 
to  what  was  supposed  to  be  the  experience  of  the  jprofession  on  tbis  sub- 
ject, and  has,  theref(»e,  you  will  perceive,  a  most  important  bearing  on 
the  question  of  removal  in  any  particular  instance. 

5th.  No  encouragement  seems  to  be  held  out  by  Mr.  Paget  to  sup- 
pose that  cancer  is  ever  truly  cured.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  those 
rare  instances  in  which  cancer  lasts  for  ten,  or  even  twenty  years,  when 
not  operated  upon,  neither  Mr.  Lebert  nor  Mr.  Paget  have  ever  seen 
recurrence  after  an  operation  delayed  beyond  eight  years.  In  this  cer- 
tain mortality  of  cancer  as  a  general  law,  with  or  without  operation,  the 
cenend  voice  of  the  profession  is  agreed.  It  is  only  in  regard  to  the 
few  and  rare  cases  which  were  supposed  to  be  excepticxis,  in  which  a 
perfect  local  and  constitutional  cessation  of  the  disease  was  said  to  have 
.  taken  place,  that  any  difference  of  opinion  has  of  late  years  existed. 

In  view  of  these  asserted  cures,  Mr.  Paget  pronounces  une<myocally, 
'^  I  am  not  aware  of  a  ringle  clear  instance  of  recovery."  We  must 
therefore  abuidon  altogeth^  any  hope  of  a  curative  result  from  an 
operaUon,  be  that  operation  ever  so  complete,  and  perfbnned  aa  early  es 
it  may  be  in  the  course  of  the  disease. 

If  these  laws  of  the  growtii  and  reproduction  of  cancer  are  {noved 
to  be  correctly  laid  down,  they  necessitate  a  considerable  modification  of 
the  rules  of  pracdce  which  must  guide  us  in  our  decisions  in  each  par- 
ticular instance  of  the  disease.  Bisfore  conudering  these  rules  and  tneir 
modifications,  let  us  ask  what  are  our  reasons  for  removing  a  cancerous 
tumor  in  any  case,  and  what  advantages  may  we  anticipate  from  such 
removal.  I  would  say,  1st  We  may  hope  for  a  certain  degree  of  pro- 
longation of  life.  On  this  score,  this  is  all  we  can  say ;  we  look  for  no 
cure,  and  we  cannot  be  sure  that  life  will  be  materially  lengthened.  A 
chance  for  a  few  additional  months  is  all  that  we  have  any  right  to  oft'er 
to  our  patients.  2d.  We  can  offer  them  a  respite,  generally  complete  and 
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perfect,  from  their  suffarings — ^from  their  mental  as  well  aa  from  their 
physical  anxieties  and  distresses.  To  my  mind  this  is  a  potent  argument 
in  £Avor  of  the  operation;  for  this  respite  from  disease,  be  it  long  or  be  it 
short,  is  generally  one  of  complete  confidence  that  the  disease  is  eradi- 
cated, and  will  never  retnm.  The  refusal  of  an  operation,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  condemnation  of  a  patient  to  die  because  art  can  do  nothing 
for  his  rescue,  is,  it  seems  to  me,  sufficiently  disheartening  and  depressing 
to  the  hopes  and  spirits  ot  the  sufferer,  to  accelerate  the  hXai  progress 
which  we  have  some  grounds  to  hope  an  operation  might  retard.  But 
this  respite  would  be  hardly  worth  the  purchase  if  it  were  not  that, 
8d.  The  mode  of  death  by  recurrent,  and  particularly  by  internal  cancer, 
is  b^  all  agreed  to  be  less  painful,  less  trying  to  the  patient,  and  less  dis- 
gusting to  others,  than  the  death  by  the  progress  of  open  ulceration 
and  spread  of  the  disease  from  its  original  situation.  On  this  pointy  Mr. 
Paget,  speaking  of  medullary  cancer,  says,  that  ^  unless  it  is  very  proba- 
ble that  the  operation  will  materially  shorten  life,  its  performance  is 
warranted  by  the  probability  of  its  rendering  the  rest  oi  hfe  less  burden* 
some.^  4th.  In  auy  given  case,  there  is  always  a  possibility  that  we 
may  be  mistaken  in  our  diagnosis,  and  that  the  tumor  which  we  pro- 
nounce malignant,  and  remove  with  doubt  and  hesitation,  may  prove 
benign,  and  its  removal  a  final  cure. 

With  these  views  of  the  pathology  of  cancer,  and  with  these  hopes 
as  to  the  result  of  an  operation,  we  may,  I  thiok,  lay  down  the  follow- 
ing rules  for  our  guidance  in  practice : — 
Do  not  operate, 

1.  When  the  tumor  is  small  and  quiescent    2.  When  it  is  too 
extensive  for  entire  removal.    8.    When  cancerous  cachexia  is  far  ad- 
vanced.   4.  When  the  operation  itself  is  dangerous. 
Operate — 

1.  When  the  cancer  hsA  begun  to  grow  rapidly.  2.  When  there  is 
great  mental  or  physical  distress.  8.  When  there  is  debilitating  ha^ 
morrhage  or  discharge.    5.  When  the  operation  itself  is  safe. 

The  first  rule,  not  to  operate  when  the  tumor  is  small  and  quiescent, 
you  perceive  is  directly  contrary  to  the  rule  which  was  formerly  acted 
upon.  It  is,  however,  fairly  deducible  from  Mr.  Paget's  tables ;  for  if 
there  is  no  advantage  to  be  derived  from  early  extirpation,  we  should 
clearly  avoid  surgiciu  interfierenoe,  until  the  increased  rapidity  of  srowth 
demonstrates  that  the  disease  is  no  longer  likely  to  maintain  its  duronic 
and  inoffensive  tHroffress.  Such  an  indolent  and  ouiescent  state  of  a  can- 
cerous tumor  uiomd  be  the  less  willingly  inteilared  with  by  operationi 
when  we  reflect  that  sometimes  a  more  rapid  state  of  increase  is  observed 
after  than  before  extirpation. 

The  second  rule,  not  to  operate  when  the  tumor  is  too  extensive  for 
entire  removal,  is  founded  upon  the  well-known  fact  that  reproduction 
of  cancer  is  fearfully  rapid  when  any  portion  of  the  original  disease  is 
left  behind  in  an  operation,  and  is  one  upon  which  all  writers  of  both 
ancient  and  modem  times  are  agreed.    The  third  rule  commends  itself 
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to  our  jmdgment  It  cannot  be  reasonably  expected  that  any  consider- 
able'bcoiefit  can  be  derived  from  the  removal  of  the  local  diseaBe,  if  the 
comatitatiooal  malady  have  made  devastating  progress,  and  iJxe  powers 
of  ii£»  are  already  bc^nning  to  give  way  in  me  conflict 

The  fourth  rule,  to  ref^  an  operation  which  in  itself  is  dangeross 
to  life,  must  be  accepted  with  some  limitations.  The  despair  of  a  cure^ 
the  sU j^t  prolongation  of  life,  the  uncertain  benefit  to  the  patient  of 
any  operation  upon  cancer,  should  make  us  hesitate  ere  we  adopt  a 
proceeding  which  may  compromise  life  for  so  doubtful  an  advantage. 
In  any  given  case,  for  example,  when  I  would  be  entirely  willing  to  re* 
move  a  breast  for  a  cancerous  tumor,  I  would  be  very  unwilling  to  am* 
putate  a  thigh,  without  some  serious  complication  rendered  Che  disease 
immediately  dangerous  to  life. 

On  the  other  handy  I  would  operate — 

1st.  When  the  tumor  assumed  an  increased  rate  of  progress,  because 
having  no  longer  any  thing  to  hope  from  its  quiescence,  I  would  wish  to 
secure  the  advantages  from  operation  which  have  already  been  dwelt  upon. 
2d.  Extreme  pain  or  extreme  mental  anxiety  and  distress  would  be 
an  additional  reason  for  wishing  to  rid  the  patient,  even  for  a  time,  of  the 
source  of  all  his  trouble,  and  would  heighten  greatlv  the  yalue  of  the 
complete  release  during  the  interval  of  health  and  of  the  duthanasia  of 
its  sad  termination. 

3d.  Haemorrhage  or  discharge  to  such  an  extent  as  to  rapidly 
exhaust  the  strengtb,  would  f<^m  in  a  case  otherwise  suitably  for  opera- 
tion, an  imperative  reason  for  interference.  A  careful  distaiiction,  how- 
ever, must  be  made  here,  between  the  simple  exhaustion  produced  by 
hsmorriiage  or  by  colliquative  suppuration,  and  that  peculiar  impairment 
of  the  whole  functions  and  powers  of  the  system  which  we  call  cancer* 
ous  cachexia.  From  the  former  we  may  hope  that  the  failing  powers 
will  rally  when  the  depressing  cause  is  removed ;  but  in  the  latter  no 
local  remedy  can  reach  the  wide-spread  and  profound  disorganization. 
4th.  As  a  converse  of  the  last  rule  given  on  the  other  side,  a  good  rea* 
son  £[>r  removal  is  derived  from  the  consideration  that  the  propoMd  opera- 
tion is  itself  not  dangerous  to  life.  We  are  willing  to  run  a  slight  risk 
for  a  doubtful  advantage,  but  we  have  no  right  for  the  same  uncertainty 
to  inflict  or  advise  a  dangerous,  it  may  be  a  fatal  operation.* 

Before  dismiuing  this  subject,  I  must  caution  you,  Gentiemen,  against 
two  sources  of  error  in  using  such  statistical  information  as  we  have 
been  considering.  In  the  first  place,  we  noay  not  too  rigorously  apply 
our  deductions  to  each  case  as  it  presents  itself  in  practice;  because  it 
must  be  remembered  that  all  tables  are  made  up  of  cases  which  differ 
widely  among  themselves,  and  it  is  only  the  average  result  which  we 
arrive  at  by  filiating  numerous  individual  instances ;  and  though  this 

*  I  hftve  Mdd  nothing  about  the  happy  efioot  of  ether  In  removing  the  dread 
and  the  pahi  of  operationSi  ll&ie  might,  however,  very  properly  be  oonildered  as 
aa  argumeat  la  favor  of  removal  in  a  case  fit  for  operatioB. 
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average  may  correctly  indicate  a  law  of  pathology,  it  is  by  no  means 
safe  to  use  it  as  a  positive  rule  of  practice.  Secondly,  it  must  be  ac- 
knowled^,  that  the  number  of  cases  upon  which  our  reasonings  are 
founded  is  not  as  great  as  would  be  desirable.  Mr.  Paget  himself,  with 
the  modesty  characteristic  of  so  true  a  philosopher,  does  not  profess  that 
any  of  the  results  arrived  at  from  his  tables  should  be  considered  as 
definitively  settled.  It  remains  with  us,  with  you,  Gentlemen,  during  the 
next  twenty-fire  years,  by  careful,  accurate,  and  well-studied  observations, 
so  to  multiply  our  reliable  data  that  from  them  may  be  deduced,  not 
merely  the  pathological  laws  of  cancer,  but  the  practical  rules  which 
must  guide  us  in  its  management. 
Oct.  2'Uh,  1855. 

I.  NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 

Regular  Meeting,  Oct.  8d,  1866.  President,  Dr.  J.  W.  Francis,  in 
the  chair.    The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  Winne,  of  Baltimore,  and  Dr.  Stone,  of  New  Orleans,  were  intro- 
duced to  the  Academy  by  the  President. 

The  Secretary,  Dr.  S,  C.  Foster^  presented  a  specimen  of  Copaiba, 
prepared  by  Joyce  <fe  Co.,  which  was  stated  to  contain  fifty  per  cent  of 
the  virtues  of  pure  balsam,  and  to  be  deprived  of  its  obnoxious  taste  and 
smell.  Its  preparation,  by  means  of  various  chemicals,  was  stated,  and 
several  certificates  from  known  chemists  were  given,  speaking  favorably 
of  it.    It  was  referred  to  the  Section  on  Materia  Medica. 

The  question  of  so  amending  the  by-laws  as  to  incorporate  the  Sec- 
tion on  Chemistry  with  that  on  Materia  Medica  coming  up  in  order,  it 
was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  BatcMder,  laid  on  the  table. 

Scientific  intelligence  being  in  order,  Dr.  Gardner  gave  an  account 
of  three  remarkable  negro  dwarfis,  from  Porto  Rico,  which  have  lately 
passed  through  this  city,  and  sailed  in  the  Hermann  for  Paris,  where 
they  are  to  t^  exhibited.  The  oldest,  a  boy  of  twelve  years,  has  an  un- 
usually large  head,  but  his  principal  peculiarity  is  the  extreme  mobility 
of  his  lower  extremities.  Owing  to  the  relaxation  of  the  ligaments,  he  is 
enabled  to  stand  with  his  feet  in  the  ordinary  position,  the  great  toes  touch- 
ing each  other,  and  then  can  rotate  his  feet  so  that  his  little  toes  touch 
benind,  and  the  feet  are  in  the  opposite  direction.  He  can  thus  walk  in 
either  direction,  but  his  natural  manner  is  with  one  foot  directed  front 
and  the  other  behind.  He  sits  on  the  floor  to  eat  his  dinner,  and  by 
placing  his  knees  on  the  floor  he  can  turn  his  feet  up,  the  heels  touching 
nis  breast,  and  the  soles  of  his  feet  form  a  table  upon  which  he  places 
his  plate  to  eat  therefrt^m.  The  other  children  are  simply  idiots,  al- 
though reported  to  be  wild  children  caught  in  the  mountains.    They 
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have  remarkably  small  heads,  being  in  no  manner  repulsive  in  appear- 
ance, but  destitute  of  much  sense.  They  are  unable  to  speak,  and  till 
reoently  had  many  repulslTe  habits ;  are  quarrelsome,  dro.  In  this  con- 
nection, Dr.  G.  mentioned  that  the  proprietor  of  the  celebrated  Aztec 
children,  that  made  so  much  noise  here  a  few  years  since,  recently  de- 
clared to  the  Court  in  Paris,  in  order  to  evade  a  fine  of  some  amount, 
that  they  were  not  Aztecs,  but  specimens  of  Earthmen,  a  well-known 
Indian  tribe. 

On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Stone  was  then  requested  to  give 
the  Academy  his  views  respecting  yellow  fever. 

Dr.  SUme^  after  an  expression  of  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon 
him,  proceeded  to  say  that,  in  his  opinion,  yellow  fever  is  a  specific  dis- 
ease, the  same  in  all  latitudes  and  all  longitudes,  unmodified  by  topo- 
graphical causes  or  changes  of  climate,  but  under  all  circumstances  the 
same,  identical  and  unchanged.  He  is  not  prepared  to  say  that  one  cannot 
have  it  a  second  time,  but  these  cases  are  very  rare ;  for  during  a  twenty- 
three  years'  residence  in  New  Orleans,  he  has  not  seen  a  single  instance. 
Those  who  belieye  in  second  attacks  call  other  diseases  yellow  fever,  as 
the  bilious  fever  of  the  South,  d^c.  When  that  fever  is  epidemic  any 
thing  which  disturbs  the  system  develops  it  ;''at  such  seasons  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  have  any  other  disease.  At  such  times  many  have  the  disease  in 
a  light  manner — ^known  to  be  such  by  the  symptoms  peculiar  to  its  con- 
valescence— ^yet  such  never  have  it  again.  Even  accidents  and  injuries 
Qccurriiu^  at  such  times  are  sure  to  he  followed  by  yellow  fever,  in  from 
twenty-feur  to  thirty-six  hours.  The  youn^  Creoles  are,  many  of  them, 
educated  in  Paris,  but  after  many  years,  ten  or  more,  of  absence,  on  their 
return  do  not  have  it,  if  they  have  been  acclimated  before  their  depart- 
ure. All  children  have  to  be  acclimated,  but  the  disease  may  run  out 
in  several  generations — ^it  certainly  is  less  virulent 

He  has  often  noticed  the  fever  in  children  in  a  house  where  the  yel- 
low fever  was ;  but  fortunately  the  disease  was  not  suspected  in  them, 
and  so  they  were  let  alone,  and  rarely  required  medicine. 

Many  attempts  have  been  made  by  statistics  to  discover  its  eattsej  but, 
like  cholera,  it  escapes  observation.  A  warm  climate  is  an  essential  element 
A  continued  heat  at  a  certain  high  degree  was  once  supposed  to  be  es- 
sential, but  this  is  now  disbelieved,  for  in  1847  it  commenced  early ;  in 
1858  earlier — say  in  latter  part  of  May,  and  June,  when  there  was  no 
steady  heat ;  and  we  had  a  remarkably  cold  spring  that  year.  This 
year  he  saw  the  pure  and  genuine  fever  on  the  dOth  of  A|mL  It  oo- 
cnn^  in  persons  coming  from  Pitt^eld,  and  residing  in  unhealthy  lo- 
cations of  the  city.  Moisture  seemed  not  essential,  for  it  raged  equally 
in  the  high  lands  as  the  low, — ^where  the  dry  trade-winds  blow,  or  where 
the  air  was  dainp.  It  is  true,  that  when  it  appears  the  rain  usually  com- 
mences ;  but  iMew  Orleans  has  daily  showers  at  certain  seasons,  and  yet 
without  any  disease.  Dr.  G.  has  seen  three  seasons  in  succession  when  there 
were  aU  the  peculiarities  of  the  weather  that  are  said  to  produce  the  fever, 
heat,  moisture,  ico^  present,  when  the  season  proved  remarkably  healthy. 
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This  year  it  was  very  dry,  and  the  sugar  cane  died  fix>m  want  of  moifltiire» 
and  all  were  auffooated  by  dust,  when  the  disease  first  appeared. 

Many  tHio  inyeedgate  yellow  fever,  form  theoriesi  and  afterwards 
hunt  for  facts,  and  they  are  apt  to  get  hold  of  instances  which  £svar 
their  theories ;  and  these,  when  arranged  in  a  catalogue,  appear  quite 
formidable ;  but  when  investigated,  quite  a  different  result  is  obtained. 
The  very  fisct  of  its  being  identical  in  all  latitudes,  and  varying  so  in  re* 
gard  to  moisture,  is  sufficient  proof  that  they  have  not  got  at  the  causes^ 
and  that  it  is  something  which  will  probably  never  be  remedied  by  art. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  a  filthy  and  unhealthy  citv  will  serve  to  spread 
^e  disease ;  whatever  weakens  the  vital  powers  mvors  its  spread.  It 
does  not,  however,  appear  to  give  virulence  to  the  disease — ^indeed,  it  ap* 
pears  in  climates  that  are  almost  perfectly  healthy,  where  there  are  no 
remitteuts  or  intermittents,  nothing  but  accidental  sickness. 

As  to  its  mode  of  propagation^  some  believe  in  its  contagion ;  but  it  is 
inci^>able  of  generating  its  own  poison  under  any  circumstances.  Were 
it  so,  being  such  a  specific,  marked,  and  formidable  disease,  it  could  not 
but  be  evident.  It  is  all  around  us,  and  we  caimot  so  well  observe  as  in 
smaller  districts^  where  this  fact  is  plainly  to  be  proved.  A  vessel  from 
Bremen  with  emigrants,  came  from  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  and  when 
a  hundred  miles  from  land,  they  took  the  fever,  and  many  died.  On 
landing,  some  thirty  were  sent  to  the  hospital,  and  put  into  wards  with 
the  unacclimated,  and  many  died — ^but  no  one  took  the  fever.  I  did  not 
even  name  its  presence,  for  I  knew  it  would  not  spread,  as  there  was  dq 
epidemic  atmosphere ;  and  more  than  a  month  occurred  before  this  epi- 
demic did  come.  This  was  in  June,  1849,  and  the  first  case  originated 
in  the  city  in  July,  and  it  was  not  until  August  that  it  could  be  said  to 
be  epidemic.  When  the  Charity  Hospital  was  moved,  the  first  season 
that  Dr.  S.  was  at  New  Orleans,  the  house  was  crowded,  and  beds  were 
made  on  the  floors  and  in  the  entries,  Ac  Many  died  of  yellow  fever, 
the  beds  covered  with  excrements  laid  in  the  passage,  indeed  the  filth 
was  so  great  as  to  generate  a  house-fever,  but  there  was  no  epidemic  in 
that  neighborhood,  and  those  lying  around — ^the  unacclimated— did  not 
take  the  disease.  There  were  many  who  took  the  house*fever,  but  es- 
caped the  yellow  fev^,  which  did  not  even  mark  the  other  diseases  in 
the  house  with  its  own  type. 

There^  again,  the  hospital  was  out  upon  a  swamp,  but  the  inhabitants 
around  were  comparatively  more  exempt  than  those  who  labored  in  va* 
rious  parts  of  the  city. 

The  steamboats  are  said  to  carry  the  disease  from  the  city  to  the  va* 
rious  stopping  pkces  up  the  river,  but  when  they  get  above  Vicbsburgb, 
it  never  takes,  fifty  cases  were  left  at  Memphis  by  a  boat  in  1647,  and 
yet  it  has  never  been  known  there  before  this  year.  In  most  of  the  cases 
Von  will  find  it  at  these  places  before  the  steamboat  lands.  They  were 
landed  at  Memphis  in  the  second  and  third  stages  of  the  disease.  It 
was  not  until  1858  that  it  was  supposed  to  be  contagious,  or,  rather,  in- 
fectious, terms  which  Dr.  S.  considers  synonymous.    Dr.  S.  also  stated 
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other  inBtances  in  proof  of  its  non-contagious  character,  and  remarked 
that  he  helicyed  that  if  all  the  facts  which  seem  to  prove  the  contagions 
properties  of  the  disease  were  properly  investigated,  we  should  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  contagion  has  no  effect  whatever  in  increasuig  the 
number  of  victims  to  this  disease. 

Dr.  S.  thinks  that  moral  causes  have  some  mfluenoe  in  producing  the 
dis^ne ;  as,  for  instance,  the  moral  effect  of  one  case  occurring  in  a  fam- 
ily is  sufficient  to  cause  all  the  other  members  to  take  it — ^but  only  in 
the  yellow^ver  region.  Any  excitement  at  such  times  is  sufficient  to 
create  or  develop  it.  It  was  noticeable  that  among  the  unaeclimated-— 
the  Northerners  and  others  who  united  together  for  self  protection — the 
nones  and  assistantB  were  the  last  to  take  it;  while  the  timid,  who 
shunned  infected  localities,  who  sneaked  off  to  bed,  who  feared  the  night 
air,  who  deprived  themselves  of  exercise  by  their  seclusion,  were,  by  these 
mental  causes,  the  first  to  take  it.  In  Norfolk,  recently,  it  was  believed 
at  first,  not  to  be  personally  contagious,  but  all  felt  that  they  w^re  shut 
up,  obliged  to  stay  and  perish,  and  the  moral  effect  was  disadvantageous 
It  was  difficult  to  get  nurses  to  attend  upon  the  sick.  They  did,  how- 
eiver,  in  some  instances,  attend  to  their  own  relatives,  but  others  were 
unnursed  and  neglected.  Dr.  8.  thinks  that  the  alarm  which  existed  in« 
creased  very  mudx  the  number  of  fetal  cases. 

As  to  the  pathology  of  yellow  fever.  Dr.  Stone  says  that  it  has  liter- 
ally no  anatomical  character — ^it  is  a  blood  poison.  In  yellow  fever 
proper  there  are  no  traces  left  to  account  fer  symptoms  or  death. 
Occasionally  there  are  engorgements  from  the  sequelas — ^but  none  to  ae- 
count  for  the  black  vomit,  &c.  We  must  give  up  the  idea  of  mucous  in- 
flammations. Dr.  8.  could  never  find  any  thing  after  death  that  oould 
accoimt  for  a  single  symptom  that  could  cause  death.  The  feet  of  the 
mncous  membrane  being  soft  is  accidental — ^it  depends  entirely  upon  the 
tame  and  manner  of  death,  and  secretions  of  the  stomach.  Black  vomit 
possesses  no  marked  character  to  distinguish  it  from  ordinary  blood. 
Dr.  8.  once  made  some  in  the  apothecary's  shop,  which  was  believed  by 
the  best  obs^vers  to  be  black  vOTiit  proner.  He  thinks  that  the  vomit- 
ing in  this  disease  i?  merely  nervous,  l^ere  is,  in  feet,  no  irritability  or 
tenderness  of  the  stomach,  but  simply  heightened  nervous  sensibility. 

The  straw  color  of  the  liver  described  by  Louis,  is  owing  to  notiiiiig 
more  than  a  change  in  the  fluids  generally.  The  change  in  the  hue  of 
the  sldn  is  a  little  more  manifest  in  the  hver,  which,  in  a  heidthy  condi- 
tion, is  nearer  the  color  of  the  blood.  It  is  not  the  color  of  jaundice, 
bat  is  of  a  dirty  yellow,  which  is  well  rq^resented  around  an  ecchymosia 
when  a  change  is  taking  place  in  the  fluids  through  the  influeace  of 
absorption. 

SW^nunl.— TeBow  fever  is  a  self-limited  disease;  it  is  not  to  be 
treated^it  is  to  be  managed.  All  that  is  to  be  done  is  to  keep  the  par 
tient  alive  for  a  certain  time,  and  he  will  get  welL 

The  diseese  is  ushered  in  with  a  chill  or  slight  rigor,  often  seareely 
noticeable,  followed  by  heat  in  the  forehead,  pain  in  head,  Umbs,  and 
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back.  This  is  again  followed  by  a  hot  fever,  and  if  the  patient  be  kept 
under  cover,  and  carefally  treated,  these  symptoms  will  quietly  terminate 
in  two  or  three  days ;  but  if  left  to  themselves  to  toes  about  and  not  re- 
main under  cover,  the  sweating  stage  passes  on  for  five  or  six  days,  and 
collapse,  black  vomit,  and  death  result. 

Ijie  only  treatment  found  by  Dr.  S.  to  be  useful,  is  to  &vor  the 
efforts  of  nature  in  prolonged  sweating,  calm,  and  rest  of  the  system, 
and  the  fever  will  generally  be  got  rid  of  in  the  first  two  or  three  days. 
It  terminates  in  fiBivorable  cases  on  or  before  the  third  day,  leaving  the 
skin  natural.  Those  who  treat  it  otherwise  than  expectantly  do  not 
understand  the  nature  of  the  disease. 

Among  those  who  may  be  said  to  understand  the  disease,  there  are 
two  meth^s  of  treatment :  the  expectant— cups  to  temples  to  relieve 
cephalalgia,  slight  laxatives  to  open  the  bowels,  hot  baths  under  the  bed- 
clothes. Others  give  quinine.  Dr.  S.  was  the  first  to  do  so,  whoever  has 
the  credit,  but  no  matter  about  that  The  only  difference  is  that  they  do 
not  give  it  with  any  specific  object.  His  metnod  was  a  full  dose  at  the 
beginning  of  the  disease,  but  not  afterward.  Thus  given,  it  promoted 
and  prolonged  the  sweating  stage,  and  while  this  was  kept  ud,  the  patient 
was  safe.  It  was  remarked,  tbat  they  would  get  well  without  quinine 
where  it  was  generally  prescribed.  He  was  physician  for  many  yean  to 
a  hospital  where  there  were  40  to  50  cases  a  day,  and  he  noted  that 
those  m  favor  of  this  quinine  treatment  were  about  10  per  cent 

Dr.  S.  remarked,  that  in  1847  he  treated  forty  cases  in  succession  by 
quinine,  among  mechanics,  who  had  no  nursing  except  what  was  pro- 
vided by  fnends,  and  did  not  lose  a  single  patient  It  was  in  a  favorable 
epidemic,  but  considering  their  destitution  of  proper  nursing,  deaths 
would  have  been  as  likely  to  occur  as  in  a  wone  epidemic 

As  to  the  use  of  calomel  in  this  disease,  there  is  no  possible  condition 
of  the  system  where  there  could  be  any  benefit  derived  from  its  use — 
there  was  no  local  disease.  The  liver  has  nothing  to  do  with  it  He 
knew  this,  for  he  had  followed  the  patients  of  the  Oalomelites  to  the 
dead  house  in  plenty.  While  serving  as  surgeon  of  the  Charity  Hospi- 
tal, the  medical  side  of  the  hosfHtal  was  full,  and  there  were  several  me- 
chanics who  applied  for  admittance,  and  widied  to  be  treated  by  Dr.  S. ; 
and  as  he  had  some  empty  beds,  he  received  them.  But  one  was  sent 
to  the  medical  wards,  and  he  gave  him  foot-baths,  kept  him  warm,  regu- 
lated his  drinks,  &c.,  and  gave  quinine.  The  attending  physician  came 
in  the  morning ;  he  ordered  a  drachm  of  calomel,  but  Dr.  8.  put  up 
magnesia.  The  next  day  he  was  better,  and  the  doctor  repeated  the 
dose,  but  he  took  the  lib^y  to  repeat  the  magnesia.  He  got  well,  and 
thenceforward  was  one  of  the  attending  physician's  "  bra^  cases,"  for  he 
dared  not  tell  him  of  his  doings.  Then  came  new  physicians  from  Paris, 
full  of  Broussais'  theory,  and  they  bled  and  boasted  of  their  sucoessea 
also  for  a  while,  and  in  truth  they  did  succeed  as  well  as  the  former.. 
Then  came  eclectics  with  fanciful  theories ;  they  ^ve  a  little  calomel  to 
disgorge  the  liver  a  little,  cups  a  little,  leeches  a  little,  end  with  a  result 
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very  little  different  from  the  others.  In  fact,  some  ^11  get  well  in  spite 
of  the  treatment,  and  then  again  some  forms  of  the  fever  ard  fatal  in 
the  beginning.  When,  however,  they  are  brought  side  by  side,  and  we 
can  observe  Uiem  en  maaae^  we  can  more  properly  judge  of  the  relative 
value  of  the  different  modes  of  treatment,  than  in  the  isolated  cases  met 
with  in  ordinary  practice.  The  difference  is  very  manifest — all  pertur- 
bating  treatment  is  alike  bad. 

There  are  some  peculiarities  in  the  disease  that  might  not  at  first 
strike  one — ^the  disturbed  nervous  system,  and  especially  delirium— one 
of  the  worst  symptoms.  This  may  appear  at  first,  but  not  usually.  Its 
first  evidence  is  restlessness  and  want  of  sleep ;  objects  are  seen  very 
much  as  in  manta-orpotu.  Narcotics  produce  stupor  and  death,  for 
the  patients  with  this  disease  are  peculiarly  susceptible  to  morphine : 
stimulants  are  much  better.  You  must  watch  to  give  the  stimulants  aa 
early  as  possible ;  they  then  sweat  off,  and  are  relieved  in  24  to  36  hours ; 
but  even  then  they  must  not  be  disturbed — ^if  raised  up,  they  faint  away. 
Perfect  and  absolute  rest,  body  and  mind,  are  indispensable.  If  they 
are  excited,  the  heat  returns,  and  they  die.  Watch  for  sleeplessness,  and 
give  minute  anodynes  and  stimulants,  such  as  they  are  able  to  bear.  Of 
Uiose  cases  that  run  on  and  approach  the  period  X>{  black  vomit,  if  man- 
aged properly  as  to  drinks,  by  avoiding  bitter  infusions,  <&c,  very  many 
recover;  and  those  that  do  not  vomit  would  have  the  black  vomit  if 
they  vomited  at  all.  Some  have  a  preference  for  certain  kinds  of 
drink,  as  porter ;  others  prefer  brandy,  &c.  Give  those  agreeable  to 
the  palate.  As  they  approach  the  black-vomit  period  wiUi  previous 
restlessness  and  acid  secretions,  give  some  alkali,  with  minute  doses  (say 
a  20th  or  a  30th  of  a  grain)  of  morphine,  with  champagne,  ale,  beef- 
essence,  <fec.  Impart  to  the  patient  a  feeling  of  safety  and  security. 
And  yet  I  have  thought,  in  proportion  to  the  mildness  of  the  disease 
was  the  danger ;  for  quiet  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  coercion  does  not 
answer.    The  patient  is  to  be  managed,  not  treated. 

Foot-baths  under  the  clothes,  will  often  produce  favorable  sweats. 
When  in  a  state  of  dry  heat,  forced  perspiration  is  bad ;  sponging  with 
tepid  water  is  then  better.  The  douche  is  but  of  temporary  Imelt,  and 
the  subsequent  reaction  leaves  the  patient  worse.  Sponging  with  lemon- 
juice,  sweet  oil,  and  salt  is  used  by  the  Creoles  and  Spaniards,  but  pure 
water  is  better.    All  that  is  to  be  done  is  to  ease  them  through. 

Dr.  Stone  concluded  by  remarking  that  he  had  given  the  prominent 
heads  of  treatment,  with  little  amplitude,  for  fear  of  fatiguing  the 
Academy.  He  proposed,  however,  to  write  it  down,  and  publish  it  in 
some  miMune. 

Dr.  F.  C.  Stewart  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Academv  be  pre- 
sented to  Dr.  Stone  for  his  able  and  interestmg  discourse,  and  that  he  be 
requested  to  prepare  it  for  publication  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Acade- 
my.   The  motion  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Dr.  Gardner  inquired  in  what  sense  Dr.  Stone  used  the  word  '^acdi- 
mation.'^ 
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Dr.  Stone  replied  that  it  meuit  simply  haying  had  the  fever.  No 
one  was  secure  until  he  had  had  it 

Dr.  S,  F,  White  ezpreased  the  pleasure  which  the  comzDunication  of 
Dr.  Stone  had  afforded  him,  and  remarked  that  ahout  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury had  now  elapsed  since  Dr.  S.  was  a  pupil  in  Berkshire  Medical  Col- 
1^,  with  which  he  was  associated  as  Lecturer  on  Surgery  and  Obete- 
tncs,  when  he  examined  Dr.  S.  on  Anatomy,  during  the  temporary 
absence  of  his  colleague.  Dr.  W.  Parker,  and  could  testify  to  his  zeal 
and  ability.  Their  relatiye  positions  are  now  effectually  changed — ^the 
preceptor  has  become  the  pupil  to-night,  on  yellow  feyer,  and  the 
^  teacher  is  taught.'* 

Dr.  W.  then  referred  to  the  communication  read  before  the  Academy 
some  years  since,  on  the  same  subject  by  Dr.  Ashbei  Smith,  of  Texas, 
and  published  in  the  first  yolume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Academy, 
and  remarked  upon  the  similarity  of  his  yiews  with  those  of  Dr.  Stone. 
Dr.  Smith  then  gaye  a  yery  graphic  description  of  the  difference  be- 
tween yellow  feyer  and  bilious  feyer,  and  among  the  pathognomic  symp- 
toms, stated  that  yellow  feyer  was  characteriied  by  only  one  paroxysm. 
Dr.  Smith  and  Dr.  Stone  also  agree  as  to  the  treatment,  both  being  op- 
posed to  the  perturbing  practice,  and  both  advocating  careful  nursing, 
and  the  ^  expectant''  plan.  Dr.  W.  wished  to  ask  whether  the  obsenra- 
lions  of  Dr.  Stone  corroborate  the  statement  of  Dr.  Smith,  that  yellow 
feyer  is  uniformly  characterized  by  one  paroxysm  only. 

Dr.  Stone  replied  that  there  is  literally  but  one  paroxysm ;  but  if 
conyalescence  be  disturbed,  there  is  a  return  of  the  first  stage  which  may 
be  called  a  relapse. 

Dr.  ffardner  stated  that  Dr.  Ashbei  Smith  laid  great  stress  on  coy- 
ering,  and  said  the  patient  should  be  enyeloped  in  blankets  and  carefully 
excluded  from  the  air.    Was  this  correct,  and  what  drinks  are  proper  ! 

Dr.  Stone. — Careful  coyerinff  of  the  entire  body  and  limbt  is  abso- 
lutely requisite,  but  not  to  swelter  under  too  mudi  coyering.  If  the 
handa  were  but  exposed,  sometimes  the  hea^  would  return  and  a  relapse 
ensue.  Some  mild  diaphoretics  may  be  given ;  such  drinks  as  the  pa- 
tients desire ;  one  year  all  want  brandy  and  water,  other  yean  nialt 
liquors.  Give  that  which  is  desired,  and  carefully  ayoid  eyen  tiie  neryous 
shock  caused  by  a  bitter  or  disagreeable  medidne.  Sponging  the  body 
under  the  clothes,  ice  water  to  head,  generally  were  foUowed  by  reaction 
and  more  pain.  Dr.  Cartwright  had  pursued  the  opposite  plan  of  enyel- 
oping  the  head  in  warm  fomentations. 

Dr.  Detmold  wished  to  ask  a  few  Questions :  1.  If  there  was  no  an- 
atomical change  observable  after  deatn  by.  yellow  fever,  as  hnmorrhage, 
Ac  f  2.  Was  there  in  the  South  any  popular  or  scientific  belief  that 
the  appearance  of  frost  arrested  the  progress  of  the  disease  f  3.  If  the 
^  breaking  bulk  "  on  board  the  yessei  supposed  to  have  imported  the  dis- 
ease into  Norfolk  had  any  tlung  to  do  with  the  breaking  out  of  the  dis- 
ease there  ? 

Dr.  Stone  replied :      Ist  The  black  vomit  left  no  trace  behind. 
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There  were  some  who,  making  exammations,  always  saw  just  what  they 
wanted  to ;  others  were  unaccustomed  and  were  deceived,  thinking  they 
saw  softening,  &a,  when  they  saw  only  ordinaiy  conditiona,  perhaps 
slightly  modified.  The  black  vomit^  no  doubt,  was  an  haemorrhage ;  but 
]|  all  washed  off,  leavinff  the  stomach  redder  or  paler,  as  it  appeared  in 
other  diseases.  The  yellow  liver  he  regarded  as  merely  an  exaggeration 
of  the  same  tint  observed  on  the  skin  and  elsewhere.  2d.  Frost  does 
not  check  the  disease.  As  a  general  rule,  when  the  epidemic  came  eariy 
it  left  early,  and  when  late  it  left  Ute.  In  1847,  it  was  cut  short  in  mid- 
summer. The  disease  has  never  renewed  aft^er  it  has  ceased,  by  the 
retiim  of  people  from  their  summer  retreats,  as  it  would  if  conts^ous. 
8d.  As  to  tiie  breaking  of  bulk  of  ship  in  Norfolk,  he  had  made  many 
investigations,  but  could  onljr  obtain  second-hand  information.  Dr.  Up^ 
shnr,  now  dead,  informed  hmi  that  the  yellow  fever  was  in  (]K)8port  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  Franklin^  and  that  this  vessel  had  no  yellow  fever  on 
board,  and  was  28  days  in  quarantine. 

The  Norfolk  epidemic  was  the  identical  yellow  fever  seen  the  same  in 
eveiy  locality,  but  in  a  severer  form  than  ordinary.  It  first  commenced 
at  !l^o  in  1851,  then  sjpread  throughout  Brazil,  Para,  northern  part  of 
South  America,  going  into  the  country  and  the  small  vilhiges ;  into  the 
West  Indies,  into  the  plantations  heretofore  unknown  to  be  ever  affected, 
attacking  negroes  (  generaUy  enjoying  immunity ;)  into  the  pme  woods 
of  Alabama,  and  the  heights  between  &is  State  and  Georgia;  the  next 
year  throughout  Georgia  and  South  Carolina;  this  year  in  Memphisi 
where  it  never  was  before  epidemic,  and  Norfolk.  It  is  creeping  over  the 
country,  and  there  is  some  reason  to  fear  (why,  cannot  be  said)  that 
next  year  it  may  reach  New  York. 

Dr.  Corson  wished  to  know  the  doses  of  quinine  which  Dr.  S.  gave, 
and  the  vehicle. 

Dr.  SUme  replied  that  he  usually  gave  a  single  dose  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  grains,  according  to  circumstances,  at  the  onset,  perhaps  ten 
grains  more  12  hours  after,  but  none  unless  on  the  first  day ;  and  the 
second  day  it  is  entirely  useless,  and  after  that  actually  injurious,  although 
they  bear  it  better  than  any  other  remedy.  It  causes  vomiting  when 
given  late,  and  is  not  necessary,  for  its  effects  last  several  hours  after  it9 
administration. 

Dr.  S.  regretted  the  necessarily  imperfect  and  desultory  manner  in 
which  he  had  been  obliged  to  make  his  remarks,  but  he  hoped  that  on 
drawing  up  his  paper,  some  weeks  hence,  he  might  be  enabled  to  make 
itmore  consecutive  and  log^ical.  He  thanked  the  Academy  for  the  honor 
they  had  done  him  in  hearing  him. 

The  Academy  then  adjourned. 
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n.  NEW  YORK  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

REPORTED  B7  B.  LEE  JOKES,  M.  D.,  RSCORDIKO  8B0RBTART. 

Regular  Meeting^  Sq)L  l^th^  1855. — ^PresideDt,  Dr.  Bolton,  in  the 
chair. 

Dr.  Mnnell  exhibited  a  stomach  removed  from  a  man  30  years  of 
age,  who  commenced  freely  drinking  about  11  o'clock  at  night,  and  was 
found  dead  a  few  hours  anier.  The  stomach  was  found  reddened  and 
congested  throughout,  and  much  contracted,  containing  abundant  tough, 
tenacious  mucus ;  the  intestines  were  red,  and  contained  blood.  He  con- 
sidered it  interesting  only  from  the  short  time  he  lived  after  he  com- 
menced indulging — ^about  four  hours. 

Dr.  FinneU  then  exhibited  a  hypertrqphied  bladder^  obtained  from  a 
man  70  years  of  age.  He  had  been  laboring  under  diabetes  some  two 
years  previous  to  death,  for  which  he  was  treated  with  decided  beneficial 
results  for  about  one  year  and  a  half.  His  general  health,  however, 
gradually  failed.  Six  months  be&>re  death  pus  was  observed  in  the  urine, 
which  was  natural  in  quantity.    He  died  comatose. 

Postmortem  examination  revealed  the  bladder  much  hypertrophied, 
containing  one  pint  of  purulent  matter;  the  kidneys  seemingly  not 
altered.  In  the  gall  bladder  was  found  a  calculus  one  inch  and  a  half 
in  length,  one  inch  in  diameter,  and  weighing  160  grains. 

Dr.  CJuis.  JD,  Smith,  presented  a  specimen  of  extra  capsular  fracture 
of  the  neck  of  the /emur,  occurring  in  an  old  lady  70  years  of  age,  who 
had  been  for  a  year  the  subject  of  slight  hemiplegia  of  the  left  side.  At- 
tempting to  walk  across  the  floor,  she  fell  upon  that  side,  and  was  unable 
to  rise.  After  having  been  assisted  to  bed,  it  was  ascertained  that  she 
had  sust^ed  some  injury  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  hip-joint  Drs. 
Taylor,  Stone,  and  Smith  were  called  soon  after  the  accident,  and  the 
following  condition  of  things  observed.  The  left  hip  was  swollen  and 
painful,  the  leg  shortened  from  an  inch  to  one  inch  and  a  half,  the  foot 
inverted,  and  the  big  toe  resting  on  the  metatarsal  bone  of  biff  toe  of 
riffht  foot ;  knee  idso  inclined  to  knee  of  sound  leg,  presenting  we  signs 
of  luxation  of  femur  upon  the  dorsum.  From  the  nature  of  the  acci- 
dent, it  was,  however,  supposed  not  to  be  the  case,  but  that  a  fracture  of 
the  cervix  existed.  Manipulation  evinced  no  crepitus,  and  when  discon- 
tinued, the  leg  remained  the  same,  and  the  foot  still  inverted.  After 
powerful  and  long  continued  extension,  crepitus  was  at  last  perceived 
over  the  trochanter  major.  The  foot  was  then  everted.  Still  the  diag- 
nosis was  not  altogether  clear ;  the  swelling  was  considerable,  and  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  adipose  tissue  in  the  vicinity  of  the  joint,  so  that  the 
movements  and  position  of  the  trochanter  major  could  not  be  accurately 
determined.  It  was  concluded  to  wait  until  the  next  mormnff  before 
positively  pronouncing  upon  the.  case.  The  following  day  the  foot  waa 
still  everted,  and  crepitus  plainly  felt,  and  the  conclusion  arrived  at  was 
extra-capsular  fracture  of  cervix  femoris.    The  limb  was  placed  in  a 
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double  inclined  plane  by  Dr.  Taylor.  About  two  weeks  after,  a  small 
tumor  was  discovered  in  the  femoral  region,  over  the  course  of  the  artery, 
an  inch  below  Poupart's  ligament  Its  size  was  gradually  increased ;  it 
was  hard  and  firm,  unaccompanied  with  pain,  pulsating  uniformly  with 
the  pulse  at  the  wrist,  and  gave  out  a  purring  sound.  Pressure  on  the 
external  iliac  diminished  its  size.  It  was  pronounced  by  all  who  exam- 
it,  an  aneurism  of  the  femoral  artery.  Nothing  was  recommended  in 
the  way  of  treatment,  as  her  health  was  rapidly  declining ;  she  died  two 
months  after  the  accident 

Postmortem  examination,  24  hours  after  death.  Examining  the 
femoral  region,  before  making  the  incisions,  a  hard,  unyielding  tumoir 
was  felt,  similar  to  what  existed  before.  Considerable  adipose  tissue 
about  the  joint,  and  the  muscles  retained  their  natural  fullness.  Careful 
examination  of  the  femoral  artery  and  its  branches,  the  profunda,  epi- 
gastric, and  others,  disclosed  these  arteries  perfectly  healthy.  Nor  was 
any  abscess  or  tumor  discovered,  except  an  osseous  growth  proceeding 
from  the  trochanter  major,  over  which  the  femoral  artery  passed.  Upon 
removing  the  upper  portion  of  the  femur,  a  fracture  of  the  cervix,  nearly 
united,  was  found. 

The  artery,  having  been  pressed  upon  by  the  growth  from  the  tro- 
chanter major  and  the  extravasation  in  the  surrounding  tissues,  causing 
swelling  in  this  region,  may  explain  the  signs  of  aneurism  ;  and  the  foot 
being  turned  in  at  first,  and  the  want  of  crepitus  at  the  seat  of  fracture 
may  have  been  caused  by  the  fracture  having  been  impacted. 

Dr.  Mnnell  then  presented  a  specimen  ot  ulceration  of  the  intestines, 
obtained  from  a  patient  of  Dr.  Linsly,  60  years  of  age.  In  1849  he 
experienced  an  attack  of  cholera,  and  has  never  enjoyed  good  health 
since  that  time.  Ten  days  previous  to  death,  he  had  diarrhoea  brought 
on  by  eating  pudding,  from  which  he,  however,  recovered,  when  he  was 
suddenly  seized  with  pain  in  the  abdomen,  rapidly  sank  and  died. 

Postmortem  examination, — Gas  escaped  on  opening  the  abdominal 
cavity,  in  which  was  found  f cecal  matter,  evidences  of  general  peritonitis, 
and  obstruction  at  cceeum,  which  was  ulcerated  and  perforated.  There 
were  numerous  openings  (fifty  or  sixty)  scattered  over  the  ascending  por- 
tion of  the  colon ;  the  fseces  at  these  points  appearing  like  beads. 

Regular  Meeting^  Sept,  26th. — ^Dr.  Jenkins  presented,  for  Dr.  J.  O. 
Stone,  a  specimen  of  careinomu  of  the  breast,  removed  from  a  Fren<^ 
woman,  aged  41  years,  unmarried.  Font  months  since,  she  wiu  kicked 
in  the  breast  by  a  child.  Soon  after  she  noticed  a  lump  in  her  breast^ 
which  constanUy  increased  up  to  time  of  operating.  During  the  ten 
days  previous  to  its  removal,  the  tumor  increased  one-third  in  size.  It 
was  not  adherent,  nor  were  the  axillary  glands  enlarged*  The  incisions 
healed  entirely  by  the  first  intention. 

Dr.  Gouley  presented  a  specimen  of  ulceration  of  the  small  intestines, 
characteristic  of  typhoid  fever,  occurring  in  a  German  woman,  26  years 
old,  who  was  received  into  the  Staten  £land  Hospital,  under  charge  of 
Dr.  Harris.    She  died  on  the  sixth  day  after  admission. 


94  Proceedings  of  SooieUee.  [Nor,, 

Dr.  FiMull  pr«0entdd  a  specimen  at  perforatum  of  the  «(omac&»  ocdir- 
rbg  in  a  young  girl,  14  yean  old,  a  patient  of  Dr.  linal^.  She  enj<r^ed 
go^  health  until  fire  days  previous  to  death.  About  six  months  before 
her  last  illness,  the  color  of  the  skin  changed  to  a  dark  brown  hue,  resem- 
bling a  mulatto.  Auguit  lOtA.— She  went  to  church,  as  usual,  but  re- 
turned, complaining  <^  headache  and  slight  uneasiness  of  the  stomach. 
The  next  day  she  was  in  the  same  condition,  when  some  simple  medicine 
was  administered.  On  the  third  day  she  becune  gradually  coUapsed, 
and  died. 

Po9imortem  txoiminaikn^  14  boars  after  death,  disclosed  a  perfora- 
tion of  the  stomach,  at  its  posterior  portion,  as  laige  as  a  dollar,  near  the 
cardiac  orifice.  The  contents  of  the  stomach  were  lyicg  near  the  open- 
ing.   No  evidences  of  peritonitis. 

Dr.  DalUm  observed  that  he  thought  the  perforation  not  to  have 
existed  before  death,  but  was  produced  by  the  action  of  the  gastric  juice. 
With  such  an  opening,  it  was  difiScult  to  understand  how  there  was  an 
entire  absence  of  peritonitis. 

Dr.  FifmM  then  presented  the  uterus  and  stamaeh  of  a  woman  22 
years  old,  who  committed  suicide  by  taking  half  an  ounce  of  tinct  opii. 
about  two  o'clock  at  night  She  died  at  10  o'clock  A.  tL  About  one 
hour  previous  to  death,  she  awoke  and  asked  for  water,  made  a  few  re- 
marks, and  soon  went  to  sleep  again.  An  hour  afiter,  she  was  found 
dead.  He  merely  brought  this  case  before  the  Society,  for  the  purpose 
of  asking,  whether  any  member  was  familiar  with  an  instance  where  con- 
sciousness was  perfect  for  an  hour  previous  to  death,  in  poisoning  by 
opium.  The  facts  were  bo  stated  in  the  investigation  by  the  coroner ; 
but  he  was  himself  inclined  to  doubt  the  circumstance. 

Dr.  Post  mentioned  a  case  somewhat  bearing  upon  the  inquiry  of 
Dr.  Finnell,  in  which  six  grains  of  opium  were  taken  in  divided  doses. 
Some  hours  after  the  last  dose,  the  patient  awoke  and  dressed.  Stupor 
again  supervened,  and  she  died. 

Dr.  Pord  exhibited  a  specimen  of  umbiliecU  ahscess^  removed  from  a 
patient  of  the  Anigranta'  Hospital,  Ward's  Island.  She  was  about  18 
years  of  age,  and  at  her  admissiiHi  complained  of  rheumatic  pains.  She 
was  disduffged,  but  returned  again,  suflfering  from  pain  about  the  umbil- 
ical legion ;  still  nothing  of  a  serious  nature  was  suspected.  About  four- 
teen days  previous  to  death,  a  protrusion  occurred  at  the  umbilicus.  It 
was  opened,  and  a  small  quantity  of  pus  dischaiged. 

At  the  poetmortem  examinatumf  an  abscess  was  found,  having  its 
apex  at  the  umbilicus,  extending  down  to  the  vagina. 

Dr.  OUmaf^  in  the  absence  of  a  pathologi^  specimen,  desired  to 
relate  a  rare  fkct,  vis.,  a  well  authenticated  case  of  superfaUaticn^  occur- 
ring in  a  woman  who  was  married  <»  the  Oth  Octo^r  last  In  nine 
months  and  one  day,  on  the  10th  of  July,  she  gave  birth  to  a  male 
okiid,  of  large  siie ;  and  last  week  gave  birth  to  a  female  child,  fully 
4evek)ped — the  interval  being  ?2  or  73  days.    She  was  unable  to  nurse 
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die  flfflt  child  folly,  until  the  Inrth  of  the  second,  the  supply  of  milk 
being  deficient  He  had  not  seen  the  patient  himself  but  intended  to 
do  so,  and  ascertain  if  she  had  a  double  uterus. 

Ihr.  Detmold  referred  to  a  case  where  he  removed  a  tumor  from  the 
uUrtu.  Four  years  since  it  first  made  its  appearance,  and  was  then  ex- 
tirpated. Two  years  afl:er,  it  was  reproduced,  and  partially  removed  by 
the  ligature.  In  the  last  operation  it  was  broken  in  pieces,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  traction  necessarily  used.  To  the  naked  eye,  it  seemed 
composed  of  fibrous  tumors  interspersed  in  the  substance  of  the  uterus. 
He  alluded  to  it  only  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  attention  to  its  micro- 
scopical character,  which  was  described  by  Dr.  DalUm  as  consisting 
fdmost  entirely  of  muscular  fibers  of  the  uterus,  the  new  ffrowth  arranged 
concentrically ;  at  the  center,  firm  and  white ;  at  tibe  arcumferenoe,  its 
structure  resembles  ordinary  muscular  tissue. 

Dr.  Bolton  exhibited  a  specimen  of  extendve  desquamation  of  the' 
skin,  consequent  on  scarlatina. 


fiittorinL 


Ydhw  Fever, — ^We  have  devoted  considerable  space  in  our  present  num- 
ber to  the  subject  of  yellow  fever,  a  disease  the  near  approaeh  of  which 
daring  the  past  season,  and  the  apprehension  to  which  this  approach  and  a 
study  of  the  laws  of  the  disease  have  given  rise  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the 
profession  that  it  may  at  no  very  distant  period  make  its  appearance  among 
usr— make  of  increasing  interest  to  us.  The  able  exposition  of  Dr.  StonOt 
of  New  Orleans,  of  its  oause%  pathology,  and  treatment  in  hia  oommunieatiMi 
to  the  Aeademy  of  Medicine,  at  ita  last  meeting  (reported  under  the  head  of  its 
proceedings),  will  be  read  with  interest  It  will  be  seen  that  Dr.  S.  agrees  with 
Dr.  Ashbel  Smith,  of  Texae,  who  fiivored  the  Academy  with  a  communioalion 
on  the  esme'  snbject,  a  few  years  since,  which  was  published  in  the  first  volume 
of  ita  Transactions,  as  to  the  value  of  the  expectant  over  the  perturbing  plan 
of  treatment,  as  well  as  to  the  specific  character  of  the  disease,  and  the  diJOTer- 
ences  between  it  and  remittent  fever,  both  differing  as  to  the  treatment  frcmi 
Prof.  Dickson,  of  Charleston,  from  whose  late  work,  the  ^Elements  of  Medieine,** 
we  have  given  a  short  abstract  of  his  mode  of  treatment  Dr.  Stone  believes 
calomel  to  he  useless,  if  not  injurious ;  while  Dr.  Dickson  relies  upon  it  as  hia 
sheet«Bchor.  Dr.  Stone  recommends  a  mild  diaphoretie  course  throughout  the 
whole  disease)  and  in  certain  cases  a  fall  dose  of  quinine  at  the  eommeae^i 
mentonly;  and  in  the  thurd  stage  cautions  especially  against  the  use  of  hit> 
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ter  infosioiiB,  as  liable  to  offend  the  stomftch,  and  thus  bring  on  Tomiting, 
which  is  almost  sue  to  be  attended  with  the  dreaded  black  vomit  Dr . 
Dickson  recommends  cold  afinsion  and  antimonials  in  the  early  stage,  and 
mild  bitter  infusions,  among  other  things,  in  the  third  stage.  The  remark  of 
Dr  Stone,  that  frost  does  not  oat  short  the  coarse  of  yellow  fever,  was  so  con- 
trary to  the  popular,  and  indeed  received  professional  notions  on  the  subject, 
that  it  caused,  at  first,  no  little  surprise;  at  the  same  time,  we  find  that  it  is 
practically  acted  upon  every  season  in  places  where  the  disease  has  prevuled. 
Dr.  Stone  does  not  believe  in  the  connection  between  the  prevalence  of 
yellow  fever  and  any  particular  amount  of  dampness  or  dryness  of  the  atmos- 
phere ;  while  Dr.  Barton,  a  brief  notice  of  whose  Report,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Sanitary  Commission  of  New  Orleans,  is  in  our  present  number,  bruigs  for- 
ward many  &cts  to  show  the  connection  between  them.  Dr.  Barton,  too,  con- 
siders it  dependent  upon  local  causes  more  or  less  within  control,  and  to  a 
great  extent,  at  least,  a  preventable  disease ;  while  Dr.  Stone  believes  that  it 
owes  its  origin  almost  entirely  to  epidemic  causes,  and  hence,  almost  wholly 
beyond  our  control.  Dr.  Stone  and  Dr.  Barton  both  agree  in  opinion  as  to 
its  non-contagious  character,  and  hence  as  to  the  inutility  of  quarantine  reg- 
ulations with  respect  to  it;  while  Dr.  Dickson  is  equally  decided  as  a  con- 
tagionist  We  could  point  out  many  other  points  of  difference  among  those 
who  have  had  extensive  opportunities  of  observing  this  disease,  but  merely 
allude  to  these  as  occurring  in  writers  whose  works  are  noticed  in  our  pres- 
ent number.  These  differences  of  opinion  and  of  results  of  observation  of 
honest  and  capable  observers  of  the  same  class  of  facts,  show  that  the  subject 
still  requires  more  extensive  and  more  careful  inquiries  under  varied  circum- 
stances, to  enable  us  to  arrive  at  the  truth  in  the  matter. 

Our  CoCc^ef.— The  Introductory  Lectures  at  the  different  colleges  were 
delivered  on  the  several  evenings  mentioned  in  our  last ;  that  by  Prot  Draper, 
embradng  an  extensive  and  varied  range  of  topics,  and,  as  always,  interesting 
in  matter  and  attractive  in  style ;  that  by  Dr.  Green,  on  the  subject  of  Qtiar- 
tfiUtfw,  to  which  he  is  decidedly  opposed ;  and  that  by  Dr.  Dalton,  upon  the 
claims  and  responsibilities  of  the  profession,  and  the  relations  to  each  other 
of  the  principal  branches  of  study,  and  the  best  modes  of  pursuing  them ;  and 
presenting  in  this  connection  many  points  of  interest  as  well  as  of  novelty. 
All  were  greeted  by  full  and  gratified  audiences.  That  of  Dr.  Dalton,  we  be- 
lieve, is  to  be  published. 

The  courses  of  lectures  at  the  different  institutions  are  now  r«guku:ly  es- 
tablished ;  and  the  classes,  we  understand,  thus  far  range  considerably  above 
those  of  last  year.  The  contrary  we  learn  to  be  the  case  with  the  country 
schools,  both  of  New  England  and  of  this  State,  in  which  the  attendance 
has  been  gradually  diminishing  for  a  few  years  past  A  letter  from  a  friend 
in  Connecticut  states  that,  in  the  aggregate,  the  whole  number  of  students  in 
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that  State,  for  the  last  fire  years,  is  lesa  than  one^third,  and  perhaps  hardly 
one  quarter  what  the  nQmber  was  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago.  It  would  seem 
as  though  the  many  avenues  to  wealth  which  our  country  is  constantly  opening, 
were  tempting  the  young  men  from  the  professions  of  both  medicine  and 
divinity,  the  clergy  of  all  denominations  complaining  of  a  sad  want  of  recruits 
to  their  ranks.  If  the  present  state  of  a£^8  continues,  there  will  be  a  real 
want  of  medical  men  in  our  country,  and  indeed  now  the  (profession  is  far 
from  being  overstocked  anywhere  but  in  our  cities,  which  always  afford  more 
attractions  to  those  just  entering  upon  professional  life.  At  the  same  time 
that  the  number  of  medical  students  has  diminished  in  the  schools  of  New  En- 
gland, there  is  also  a  diminution  in  the  numbers  of  those  who  go  elsewhere 
for  instruction,  showing  an  actual  falling  off  in  the  numbers  of  those  who  in- 
tend to  follow  tins  pursuit  We  should  be  glad  if  we  could  believe  that  an 
elevation  of  the  standard  of  acquirements  had  also  its  influence  upon  the 
number  of  those  who  might  otherwise  filfour  ranks  with  imperfectly  educated, 
and  consequently  incompetent,  members  of  our  profession. 

Ecraseur  qfM,  Ckassaignac. — ^Under  the  head  of  Correspondence  will  be 
found  a  letter  from  Paris,  describing  a  new  surgical  instrument  recently  in- 
vented and  introduced  into  practice  by  M.  Cfaassaignao,  of  that  city,  the  chief 
object  of  which  seems  to  be  the  performance  of  certain  operations  with  little 
or  no  loss  of  blood.  SufScient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  to  test  its  practical 
value.  We  must  refer  to  the  letter  itself  for  a  description  of  the  instru- 
ment and  its  management.  Our  correspondent  has  in  preparation  a  detailed 
statement  of  some  of  the  cases  of  its  recent  use,  in  which  he  thinks  it  was 
misapplied,  and  with  which  we  trust  that  he  will  favor  us  in  due  time.  The 
number  of  the  Revue  TViirapeulique  Medico- Chirurgicak^  of  Paris,  for  Sept  16, 
1856,  eontains  a  notice  of  the  radical  cure  of  a  case  of  varicocele  by  its  use^ 
vrith  two  cuts  illustrating  its  nature,  the  manner  of  employing  it,  dtc.,  with 
views  of  the  different  stages  of  the  operation. 
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Elements  of  Medicine :  a  Compendious  View  of  Pathology  and  Theror 
peuiicSj  or  the  History  and  Treatment  of  Diseases,  By  Samuel 
Henry  Dickson,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  and  Prac- 
tice of  Physic  in  the  Medical  College  of  the  Stote  of  South  Carolina: 
Philadelphia.    Blanchard  &  Lea.    1865.    Pp.752. 

In  dedicating  this  work  to  teachers  and  students  of  medicine,  Dr. 
Dickson  has  indicated  the  parties  for  whose  use  it  is  more  especially 
intended,  and  we  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  duly  appreciated  by  them. 
In  the  compass  of  760  octavo  pages,  we  have  a  well-arranged  body  of 
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Practical  Medicine,  sufficienily  compendiotu  for  ihe  purpose  of  the  stih 
dent,  and  sufficiently  diffuse  for  that  of  the  teacher. 

Dr.  Dickson  mentions  in  his  preface,  that  he  has  been  a  teacher 
of  medicine  for  thirty  years;  and  to  this  figict,  doubtless^  is  to  be 
attributed  very  much  of  the  excellence  of  his  book.  The  lecturer's 
desk  offers  as  good  an  opportunity  for  being  taught  as  for  instructing. 
More  particularly  is  this  the  case  with  those  who  do  not  read,  but  de- 
liver their  lectures  orally.  They  distinffuish  at  a  glance  when  they  are 
making  themselves  understood,  and  when  they  are  failing  to  present 
their  topics  in  a  clear  or  advantageous  light  A  silent  inteUigenoe  thus 
springs  up  between  the  professor  and  his  class.  He  learns  by  deffreea  to 
strip  his  descriptions  of  whatever  is  superfluous,  and  to  come  to  Uie  core 
of  the  thing.  From  the  questions  that  are  put  to  him,  and  the  remarks 
f  of  his  students,  he  discovers  where  obscurities  are  to  be  removed,  and 
strong  points  to  be  made. 

While  Dr.  Dickson  held  the  Professorship  of  the  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine in  the  University  of  New  York,  we  had  frequently  the  opportunity 
of  hearing,  and  as  often  of  admiring  his  discourses.  With  teachers  of  that 
branch,  uie  common  difficulty  is  diat  they  lose  themselves  in  a  multitude 
of  details,  and  £ul  to  seize  and  delineate  the  characteristic  features  of 
each  ^cial  disease.  In  tiyibg  to  include  every  thinff,  they  miss  the 
precise  mark.  It  is  almost  as  difficult  to  describe  a  disease  as  it  is  to 
describe  a  man's  fiice.  Of  this  it  may  be  trulv  observed,  that  no  one 
can  do  it  so  perfectly  as  to  enable  us  from  what  he  has  said  to  recognize 
a  stranger*  Speech,  no  matter  how  precise  it  may  be,  can  never  equal 
sight  A  moment's  glance  is  ofUn  quite  enough.  Sometimes  the  police 
have  occasion  to  publish  the  identification  of  a  culprit  They  tell  you 
the  color  of  his  hair  and  his  eyes,  the  length  of  his  nose,  the  expression  of 
his  mouth,  his  height,  the  peculiarities  of  his  gait,  his  speech,  and  fifty 
other  things;  but  the  longer  the  description,  the  more  it  confoses  vou, 
and  you  come  to  the  condusion  that  there  are  fifty  men  you  can  call  to 
mind  to  whom  it  will  apply.  And  yet  you  know  very  well,  that  there 
is  an  undescribed  and  indescribable  something  which  contains  the  easen- 
taal  feature,  a  something  which  words  may  approach,  but  never  fully  reach ; 
and  that  if  the  individual  is  pointed  out  to  you,  though  it  be  onlj  for  a 
moment,  that  something  is  caught  by  the  eye,  and  you  recognize  him 
ever  after. 

This  approach  to  a  description  of  the  indescribable  is  accomplished 
more  neariy  by  Dr.  Dickson  than  by  any  other  public  teacher  it  has 
been  our  fortune  to  hear.  A  very  superficial  examination  of  his  work 
will  satisfy  the  reader  that  it  displays  the  same  excellent  quality.  In  the 
space  of  a  few  lines,  the  essential  feature  is  often  sketched. 

We  might  make  similar  remarks  respecting  the  methods  of  ^Treat- 
ment" offered  in  many  of  our  so-called  elementary  i^orks,  in  which  it 
appears  to  have  been  the  aim  of  the  authors  to  present  every  thing  that 
has  ever  been  recommended  or  ev«r  tried.  That  students  of  ns^dne 
are  utterly  bewildered  in  such  a  confusion,  contradiction,  and  perplexity, 
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IS  not  to  be  wondered  at.  It  is  enough  to  drive  an  ing<  nuous  youth  to 
despair.  The  greater  portion  of  this  evil  arises  from  the  adoption  of  an 
improper  standard,  or  test  We  are  guided  too  much  by  the  authority 
of  names,  and  too  little  by  the  weight  of  facts.  Physicians  of  eminence 
recommend  to  do  this,  or  dissuade  from  doing  that,  and  so  we  set  it 
down  in  our  books.  Their  recommendations  are  said  to  have  been  the 
result  of  a  long  or  favorably-circumstanced  experience.  An  experience 
which,  however,  when  we  come  to  look  into  the  matter,  we  often  find  to 
be  nothing  more  than  a  general  aod  therefore  imperfect  recollection,  in 
which,  as  in  the  common  affairs  of  life,  a  few  imposing  facts  have  stood 
out  with  an  undue  importance,  and  overshadowed  or  hidden  others  of 
equal  Yalue  but  of  contradictory  effect  Doubtless,  medicine  will  never 
get  rid  of  this  worship  of  authority  until  the  only  true  test  of  right  prac- 
tice is  fairly  and  fully  recognized, — and  that  true  test  is,  statistical  de- 
tails. The  value  of  a  method  of  treatment  must  be  measured,  not  by 
the  eminence  or  authority  of  the  names  connected  with  it,  but  by  its 
rigorously  authenticated  results.  Our  treatises  of  medicine  will  then 
contain  more  tables  and  fewer  speculations,  and  rows  of  figures  will 
stand  in  the  places  now  occupied  by  the  names  of  medical  men. 

The  arrangement  of  Dr.  Dickson's  work  is  sufiSciently  simple.  He 
divides  it  into  two  parts.  L  General  Pathology;  11.  Pathology  and 
Therapeutics.  Under  the  former  he  has  five  sections ;  1,  Nature  of  Dis- 
eases ;  2,  Etiology ;  8,  Seats  of  Disease ;  4,  Phenomena  of  Disease ;  5, 
Tendency  of  Disease.  Under  the  Second  part  he  discusses  *'  The  char- 
acter, seat,  diagnosis,  prognosis,  causes,  and  results  of  the  various  forms 
of  disease,  and  of  individual  examples,  separately  and  in  detail ;  their 
treatment  and  cure,  comprising  the  whole  management  of  the  cases,  as 
well  as  the  administrataon  of  medicines;  hygienic  measures  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  general  health ;  and  prophylaxis,  or  the  preservation  of  the 
individual." 

In  the  classification  of  diseases  he  adopts  the  Physiological  Nosology 
of  Good,  and  thus  proceeds  to  their  discussion  under  the  several  titTes 
o^  Ist,  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System ;  2nd,  Of  the  Digestive ;  8d, 
Of  the  Be^iratory ;  4th,  Of  the  Sensorial;  5th,  Of  the  Motory  ;  6th, 
Of  the  Excernent. 

As  an  example  of  Dr.  Dickson^s  method,  we  intended  to  present  an 
extended  extract  from  his  pages  on  yellow  fever,  a  subject,  unmrtunately, 
of  more  than  usual  interest  at  present,  and  with  which,  frx>m  his  long 
residenee  at  Charlest<m,  he  has  had  abundant  opportunity  of  becoming 
familiar ;  but  we  could  not  do  justice  to  his  graphic  description  of  the 
disease  without  occupying  too  much  of  our  space.  We  can  only  give  a 
brief  dLctch  of  his  views  of  the  treatment  of  the  disease. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  ordinary  inflammatory  form  of  this  disease, 
Dr.  Dickson  prefers  the  cold  bath  to  venesection,  which  he  regards  as 
''equally  effectual  in  subduing  morbid  excitement^  and  controlling  irritation 
wkhout  any  positive  expen£ture  of  or  abstraction  from  the  vital  forces." 
The  relief  afforded  by  this  is  partial  and  transient,  but  it  may  be  repeated 
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as  often  as  seeing  requisite  without  danger  or  injury.  We  must  refer  to 
the  work  itself  for  the  mode  of  using  this  remedy  and  its  effects  upon  the 
system. 

Dr.  D.  thinks  that  emetics  are  obviously  forbidden  by  the  pathological 
condition  of  the  stomach  in  the  disease,  unless  the  patient  is  attacked 
immediately  after  a  full  meal,  when  an  emetic  of  ipecac  or  of  sulphate 
of  zinc  may  be  given,  as  the  least  evil  under  the  circumstances. 

The  exhibition  of  purgatives  he  regards  as  an  indispensable  part  of 
the  treatment,  and  as  requiring  immediate  attention ;  for  which  purpose 
calomel  is  to  be  almost  universally  preferred,  aided  by  a  solution  of  sul- 
phate of  magnesia.  When  abundant  secretion  and  excretion  from  the  ali- 
mentary canal  has  been  effected  by  these  means,  the  neutral  salt  may 
be  discontinued,  and  some  diaphoretic  combined  with  the  mercurial;  and 
of  these;  he  selects  the  pulvis  antimonialis,  or,  what  is  far  preferable,  the 
pulv.  Jacobi.  When  the  antimonial  nauseates,  some  other  form  of 
diaphoretic  must  be  used,  some  of  which  he  gives.  Any  formulae  that 
irritate  the  stomach  must  be  abandoned.  Dr.  D.'s  own  reliance  in  all 
urgent  cases  is  placed  absolutely  upon  the  mercurial  treatment,  the  free 
doses  of  calomel  first  given  as  a  cathartic  to  be  persisted  in  until  the 
patient  has  become  definitely  better,  or  ptyalism  is  brought  on.  Ue  says, 
^'  in  the  whole  of  the  practice  which  I  have  seen,  I  have  not  noted  nor  do 
I  recollect  a  single  case  in  which  ptyalism  was  induced  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  first  stadium  or  paroxysm,  which  terminated  fatally,  nor 
are  examples  wanting  of  an  abrupt  check  being  given  by  this  means  to 
the  progress  of  the  disease  after  it  had  advanced  mto  the  second  stage, 
new  life  being  thus  aroused  in  the  prostrate  constitution. 

In  the  management  of  the  second  stage  of  yellow  fever,  in  which 
there  is  such  a  tendency  to  the  developement  of  prostration,  some 
form  of  cinchona  will  be  useful,  if  the  stomach  will  bear  it  Dr.  I),  pre- 
fers the  infusion,  with  an  aromatic  in  small  quantity  and  a  little  alkali, 
carb.  potassa  or  soda.  Some  prefer  the  ordinary  solution  of  sulphate  of 
quinine*  Camphor  is  very  often  agreeable  and  well  borne — and  if  a  he- 
morrhagic disposition  shows  itself^  the  acet.  plumbi  may  be  combined 
with  it  Dr.  D.  has  used  the  latter  article  with  decided  advantage  under 
such  circumstances ;  and  has  also  derived  benefit  from  the  internal  use 
of  nitrate  of  silver  in  doses  of  one-eighth  to  one  third  of  a  grain,  and  from 
pledgets  dipped  in  a  strong  solution  of  it  and  taken  into  the  month. 

In  this  stage,  stimulants  must  be  resorted  to,  but  with  caution — and 
of  these,  capsicum  is  one  of  the  safest  and  best,  after  the  febrile  excitement 
has  subsided.  He  prefers  it  in  the  form  of  pill»  tJiough  this  sometimes 
causes  an  unpleasant  burning,  and  requires  to  be  desisted  from.  He 
says  "  opium  is  often  of  great  benefit  at  this  juncture,  and  in  cases  at- 
tended with  great  restlessness  and  mental  dejection  should  be  prescribed 
in  free  doses.  It  may  be  combined  with  almost  all  the  remedies  neces- 
sary for  our  purpose,  whether  stimulating  or  astringent  After  black 
vomit  has  come  on,  the  spts.  terebinth,  has  been  aSedged  to  be  well 
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adapted.  I  have  not,  howeyer,  seen  advantage  result  from  the  pre- 
scriptiony  and  it  occasionally  irritates  the  stomach,  increasing  the  sense 
of  heat  and  burning.  Epispastics  should  be  applied  over  the  surface  ex- 
tensively  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  hours,  so  as  to  produce  as  much 
vascular  excitement  as  possible.  The  inflammatory  irritation  which  they 
give  rise  to  in  the  urinary  organs  has  often  been  followed  with  imme- 
diate general  improvement  and  ultimate  recovery.  This  may  be  pro- 
moted by  the  internal  use  of  the  tinct  cantharides,  which  is  also  stimu- 
lating and  should  be  given  in  free  doses.'' 

^  Stimulant  frictions,"  he  says,  ^*  may  also  be  serviceable.  The  vege- 
table acids,  vinegar  and  lime-juice  mixed  with  common  salt,  are  rubbed 
over  the  body  in  the  Westlnaies ;  ardent  spirit  seems  particularly  cordial 
and  refreshing — applied  with  a  sponge,  its  rapid  evaporation  produces  a 
very  pleasant  and  reviving  coolness,  while  its  odor  is  both  grateful  and 
stimulating." 

"  In  the  third  and  last  stage  of  this  pestilence,"  he  continues, 
^  characterized  by  a  dark  bronze  hue,  or  the  well  known  orange  color  of 
the  skin,  extreme  debility  and  abundant  discharges  of  black  vomit,  I  have 
little  to  advise  beyond  a  perseverance  in  the  assiduous  employment  of 
stimulants.  Of  these,  the  alcoholic  are  most  to  be  depended  upon.  Wine 
is  rarely  borne  or  taken  in  sufficient  quantity.  Rum  or  brandy  must  be 
given  with  no  sparing  hand,  and  if  tneir  pungency  be  complamed  of^  it 
may  be  sheathed  by  mixture  with  milk,  as  milk-punch,  which  I  often 
prescribe,  or  mucilages,  arrow-root,  sago,  rice,  gruel  and  the  like.  Capsi- 
cum is  much  depended  on  by  some  practitioners,  anunonia  by  others, 
turpentine  by  a  few.  Some  mingle  with  the  fluid  taken  a  proportion  of 
the  mineral  acids,  the  nitric,  sulphuric  or  muriatic,  which  doubtless  di- 
minish the  fetor  exhaling  from  the  body,  and  from  the  discharges." 

We  may  conclude  by  remarking  that  the  typography  and  general 
appearance  of  the  work  is  creditable  to  the  publishers,  Blanchard  &  Lea, 
of  Philadelphia ;  and  as  a  text  book  we  heartily  recommend  it  to  the 
profession,  and  especially  to  students  of  medicine,  who  will  find  in  it  a 
valuable  aid.  D. 


\  The  Cause  and  Prevention  of  Yellow  Fever^  contained  in  the  Report  of 

the  Sanitary  Commission  of  New-Orleans,  by  E.  H.  Barton,  A.  M., 

\  M.  D.,  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  Prea.  of  the  Louisiana 

1st.  Med.  Soc.,  Ac,  Philadelphia :  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  '56.  pp.  282. 
Dr.  Barton  has  furnished  us  with  a  reprint  of  his  very  valuable  Report, 
read  as  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  of  New-Orleans,  on  the 
epidemic  yellow  fever  of  1853,  of  which  we  took  occasion  in  a  former 
number  to  speak,  in  the  most  favorable  terms ;  and  we  are  happy  that  it 
will  thus  enjoy  a  more  extensive  circulation  than  it  could  in  its  original 
shape.  We  regard  it  as  one  of  the  mostimportant  contributions  to  medi- 
cal science  of  the  present  day.  The  testimonials  which  Dr.  B.  has  re- 
ceived to  its  excellence  from  the  highest  sources  in  our  country  show 
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tbe  favor  with  which  it  has  been  received.  The  work  derives  additional 
interest  from  the  sad  fact  that  the  dread  scourge  is  extending  ita  ravages 
further  north,  and  that  even  our  hitherto  favored  city  may  yet  feel  the 
need  of  all  the  light  which  can  be  thrown  upon  its  prevention  in  our 
midst  That  yellow  fever  is  a  preventable  disease,  is  a  proposition  full  of 
encouragement,  and  one  which  Dr.  Barton  believes  to  be  very  satisfacto- 
rily sustained  by  his  observatious  at  New  Orleans. 

This  volume  contains  the  original  report  in  full,  with  the  chart,  tables, 
map,  ^c^  illustrative  of  it,  preceded  by  some  pre^tory  remarks,  giving 
further  piroo&  of  the  effects  of  disturbing  the  ori^nal  soil  in  other  places, 
of  the  connection  of  the  dew  point  with  the  occurrence  of  yellow  fever, 
its  non-contagiousness,  Ac,  and  closes  wiih  a  report  by  the  author  read  to 
the  Academv  of  Sciences,  of  New^Orleans,  in  defence  and  explanation  of 
the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  of  which  he  was  Chairman.  It 
only  embraces  the  labors  of  Dr.  Barton  himself ;  the  testimony  upon  which 
the  original  report  was  founded  and  which  was  first  published  with  it, 
and  also  the  mmor  reports  upon  sewerage,  quarantine,  d^c,  being  omitted. 
It  is  worthy  of  a  careful  perusal. 

Letters  to  a  young  physician  just  entering  upon  practice.  By  James 
Jackson,  M.D.,  LL.D,  Prof.  Emer.  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Phy- 
sic in  University  at  Cambrid&;e;  late  physician  in  Mass.  Gener. 
Hospital,  &C.  &o.  Boston  :  Phillips,  Sampson  ft  Co.  New  York : 
J.  C.  Derby.  1865.  pp.  344.  duod. 

No  one  can  better  appreciate  the  wants  of  a  young  man  just  com- 
mencing the  practice  of  medicine,  than  he  who  has  experienced  its  trials 
and  surmounted  its  di£Sculties  during  long  years  of  labor  and  study;  and 
few  can  be  better  qualified  to  supply  these  wants  than  the  worthy  and 
distinguished  author  of  the  unpretending  volume  before  us,  whom  the 
labors  of  more  than  half  a  century  have  elevated  to  the  first  place  as  a 
practitioner  of  medicine,  in  a  city  which  is  justly  proud  of  him,  and  the 
character  of  which  he  has  done  so  much  to  elevate.  A  perusal  of  Dr.  Jack- 
son's book  shows  him  to  be  a  man  of  great  purity  of  mind,  of  a  high  sense 
of  honor,  and  of  sound  judgment,  and  one  who  has  ever  had  at  heart  the 
good  of  his  profession  and  Uie  welfare  of  his  patients.  The  ^  Introductory 
Letter  "  contains  precepts  and  principles  which  should  be  engraven  on 
the  heart  of  every  one  entering  upon  professional  life,  and  no  one^  who  is 
governed  by  them  can  well  fail  of  success.  We  do  not  know  which 
most  to  admire,  the  bigh-toned  principle  which  pervades  the  whole,  the 
sound,  judicious,  practical  advice  which  he  gives,  or  tlie  candor  with 
which  he  acknowledges  the  unavoidable  defects  and  failings  of  our  noble 
profession,  and  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  he  urges  its  claims  for 
respect  and  confidence.  The  second  letter,  "  On  Conduct  in  the  Sick 
Room,"  abounds  in  judicious  advice,  dictated  by  the  kindest  feeling.  The 
other  letters  are  made  up  of  plain  and  familiar  essays  on  dififerent  dis- 
eases, and  are  interspersed  with  much  that  will  benefit  the  young  practi- 
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doner,  and  wliich,  if  k  has  not  the  chann  of  novelty,  will  be  read  by 
the  more  advanced  with  interest,  Ibb  confirming  much  diat  his  own  expe- 
rience has  taught  him,  and  whidi  he  is  pleased  to  see  endorsed  bv  such 
high  authority.  The  dedication  to  his  distinguished  friend  and  early 
rival,  Dr.  J.  C.Warren,  shows  how  honorable  men  may  compete  without 
collision,  and  how  friendship  may  be  preserved  in  the  midst  of  conflict- 
ing interests.  We  are  happy  to  learn  that  the  demand  for  the  work  has 
bMn  great,  and  that  it  is  still  much  sought  for ;  a  proof  both  of  its  own 
value,  and  of  the  hold  which  its  distinguished  author  has  upon  the 
affections  and  the  confidence  both  of  the  profession  and  the  community. 

A  Manual  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Physical  Diagnosis.  Bj  T.  H. 
Tanner,  M.  D.,  Licentiate  of  the  Roy.  Coll.  of  Physic;  Physician  to 
the  Hospital  for  Women,  &c.,  &c.  To  which  is  added  the  Code  of 
Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  Philadelphia.  Blan- 
chard  &  Lea.     1855.    pp.  252.      Duod. 

This  useful  little  book  is  what  it  purports  to  be,  a  Manual^  and  will 
be  found  very  available  by  the  student  m  the  visits  which  he  ought  to 
make  to  the  hospitals,  and  not  unfrequently  to  the  practitioner  in  the 
discharge  of  his  dail^  duties ;  and  we  trust  that  very  many  will  profit 
b^  the  fiicilities  for  instruction  which  it  offers.  It  is  systematic,  suffi- 
ciently minute,  and  at  the  same  time  comprehensive,  embracing  most,  if 
not  all  the  points  of  practical  importance  m  the  clinical  study  of  disease. 
The  author  was  a  former  pupil  of  Dr.  K  6.  Todd,  of  London,  a  guarantee 
that  his  training  has  been  of  the  best  kind.  He  has  well  supplied  a  real 
want  in  this  department  of  writing.  The  American  .publishers  have 
added  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

The  Anatomical  Remembrancer  ;  or.  Complete  Pocket  Anatomist :  con- 
taining a  concise  description  of  the  structure  of  the  human  body. 
Second  American,  from  the  fourth  London  edition.  With  corrections 
and  additions.  By  C.  K  Isaacs,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy 
in  the  University  of  New  York.  New  York.  S.  S.  <fe  W.  Wood, 
261  Pearl  St    pp.  265. 

This  is  another  of  those  littie  books  which,  in  their  place,  are  so 
convenient  and  valuable.  As  its  title  indicat^  it  is  intended  to  assist 
the  student  in  fixing  in  his  memory  the  details  of  practical  anatomy. 
The  name  of  Dr.  Isaacs  is  a  sufficient  pledge  of  the  character  of  the 
work,  which  he  has  rendered  s  till  more  correct,  and  to  which  he  has 
made  additions  demanded  by  the  advance  of  science;  and  among 
others,  the  description  of  the  anatomy  and  dissection  of  hernia  derived 
from  his  own  long  experience,  and  which  is  well  known  to  be  very 
lucid  and  complete. 
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Domestic. — New  York  Consumption  Hospitai, — An  institution  which  was 
chartered  last  winter  with  this  name  has  recently  organized  by  the  election  of 
Dr.  John  H.  Griscom  as  President,  and  Dr.  Alex.  H.  Jones  as  Secretary.  The 
hospital  is  to  receive  consumptive  patients  who  are  poor,  from  all  parts  of  the 
State,  upon  the  payment  of  proper  board  rates  by  theur  counties;  and  as  soon 
as  the  necessary  funds  are  raised,  to  erect  bmld]n|[a  for  the  reception  of  private 
pay  patients.  There  are  two  Consumption  Hospitals  in  the  vicinity  of  London 
—one  at  Brompton,  and  the  other  at  Viotoria  Park.  Not  a  solitary  institution 
of  the  kind  exists  in  the  United  States. 

New  York  Academy  of  Medicine, — ^The  Anniversary  Discourse  before  the 
Academy  will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  John  Watson,  on  Wednesday,  the  7th  inst 

Dr.  Bedford^ s  New*  Work. — We  learn  that  a  second  edition  of  the  new  work 
of  Prof.  Bedford  on  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  has  already  been 
called  for,  within  three  months  from  the  time  of  its  publication,  the  first  edition 
having  been  entirely  exhausted.  This  is  certainly  a  rare  occurrence  in  the 
history  of  medical  literature.  We  knew  that  it  was  selling  rapidly,  but  did  not 
anticipate  quite  such  a  demand  for  it 

City  Inspector, — We  see  that  Dr.  J.  H.  Griscom  is  a  candidate  for  the  office 
of  City  Inspector  at  the  approaching  election.  Believing  tibat  reform  is  neces- 
sary in  this  as  well  as  in  other  departments  of  the  municipal  government,  and 
knowing  the  peculiar  qualifications  of  Dr.  Griscom  for  the  place  for  which  he 
has  been  selected  by  the  Municipal  Reform  Committee,  we  trust  that  he  will 
receive  the  full  support  of  the  profession  by  their  influence  among  friends,  and 
at  the  ballot  box. 

Prize  Essay  of  Massachusetts  Med,  Society, — ^The  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  has  been  given  by  a  member  of  this  Societjr,  for  a  prize  for  1867,  on 
conditions  similar  to  those  of  1856— on  the  following  theme : — **^  We  would 
regard  every  approach  towards  the  rational  and  successful  prevention  and 
management  of  disease,  without  the  necessity  of  drugs,  to  be  an  advance  in  favor 
of  humanity  and  scientific  medicine." 

American  Surgeons  in  the  Russian  Army^,' A  letter  from  Dr.  J.  B.  Stoddard 
Jr.,  of  Baltimore,  states  that  there  are  eight  American  surgeons  attached  to  the 
Russian  Army  in  the  Crimea — Drs.  Eldridge,  Jones,  Johnson  and  himself,  from 
Maryland;  Drs.  Reid  and  Denninger,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Dr.  Holt,  of  South 
Carolina,  and  Dr.  Smith  from  Louisiana.  He  states  that  they  arc  treated  with 
great  consideration  by  the  officers  of  the  Russian  Army. 

Deaths  of  Physicians  by  Yellow  Fever, — ^The  Virginia  Med,  and  Sur.  Jour- 
nal records  the  names  of  no  less  than  40  physicians  who  fell  victims  to  yellow 
fever  during  the  late  epidemic  at  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth. 

FoBEiGN. — ^Dr.  Alison  has  resigned  his  situation  as  Professor  of  the  Practice 
of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  in  consequence  of  ill-health.  The 
high  private  as  well  as  professional  standing  of  Prof.  A.  renders  this  step  a 
matter  of  great  regret  both  in  the  profession,  and  in  the  community  there. 
Prof.  Bennet,  Dr.  A.  Wood,  Dr.  A.  H.  Douglass,  and  Dr.  W.  T.  Gairdner,  of 
Edinburgh,  and  Dr.  Neligan,  of  Dublin,  and  Dr.  Laycock,  of  York,  have  declar- 
ed themselves  candidates  for  the  vacancy,  while  other  names  have  been  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  it.    The  election  rests  with  the  Town  Council. 
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New  French  Works, — M.  Cloqaet  is  about  to  publish  a  monograph  on  in-  I          > 

testinal  concretions,  with  drawings  of  tbe  various  productions  contained  in  his  {          / 

collections.    M.  Vemeuil  is  preparing  a  large  work  on  the  Anatomy  and  Pa-  \ 
thology  of  the  venous  system. 

Re'VaccifuUion  of  Prussian  Army, — It  is  known  that  all  Prussians  entering 
the  army  for  their  three  years  service  since  1834,  have  been  vaccinated  upon 
admission,  whether  they  had  been  previously  vaccinated  or  not  From  1834 
to  1852,  viz.,  nineteen  years,  the  following  has  been  the  results  of  this  process : 
whole  number  vaccinated  or  revaccinated,  811,402.  Of  this  number,  the  vac- 
cination succeeded  in  457,581,  and  was  without  results  in  353,821.  Among 
the  457,581  soldiers  re-vaccinated,  there  occurred  217  cases  of  varicella,  191 
cases  of  varioloid,  and  13  cases  of  variola;  and  of  the  whole  number  of 
457,581  soldiersjn  whom  vaccination  succeeded,  only  four  died  of  variola  during 
the  nineteen  years,  notwithstanding  their  frequent  exposure  at  different  times 
to  the  contagion  of  small  pox — atriumphantproof  of  the  protection  afforded  by 
re- vaccination.  Of  the  entire  Prussian  army  during  this  period,  86  died  of 
variolous  disease.  Of  these,  4  had  been  successfully  re-vacdnated,  25  had 
been  re- vaccinated  without  efiect,  and  57  had  not  been  re- vaccinated  at  alL 

Durkig  the  years  1853  and  1854,  there  were  110,993  re-vaccinations;  and 
during  the  two  years,  there  occurred  among  the  re-vaccinated  troops,  11  cases 
of  varicella,  30  cases  of  varioloid,  and  2  cases  of  variola. 

Cmsarian  Section, — A  case  in  which  this  operation  has  been  twice  success- 
fully performed  in  the  same  patient,  both  mother  and  child  being  saved,  has 
been  lately  published  by  M.  Stoltz,  and  has  created  considerable  sensation  in 
the  medical  world  of  France.  The  second  operation,  owing  to  the  formation 
of  adhesions,  is  less  dangerous  than  the  first,  and  recovery  is  also  thereby  facil- 
itated.— LanceL 

Lacteal  8eeretion  in  a  nonrpregnarU  female, — ^Dr.  Wells  reports  a  case  of 
this  kind,occuriing  in  a  female  twenty  years  of  age;  the  secretion  of  milk  was 
copious  from  both  mammae.  She  was  not,  and  never  had  been  prejznan^  and 
had  not  applied  a  child  to  the  bosom.  There  was  no  areola.  Dr.  W.  believed 
the  catamenia  had  not  been  interrupted. 

Injury  to  the  Placenta. — ^Mrs.  C.  while  pregnant  with  her  eighth  child,  and 
within  two  weeks  of  her  delivery,  fell  flat  on  her  abdomen.  She  felt  no  move- 
mt  nt  of  the  child  after  this,  and  had  a  vagmal  discharge  for  three  days.  On  the 
tf^nth  day  from  the  fall,  the  child  was  bom  putrid.  There  was  a  large  clot  on 
the  surface  of  the  placenta. 

Weekly  Morialiiy.  City.— JPor  the  weOc  ending  Oct.  Bth,  1855,  375  :— 
Consumptian,  44 ;  apoplexy,  4 ;  congestion  of  brain,  5 ;  diarrhoaa,  18 ;  dysen- 
tery, 23  ;  cholera  infantum,  14;  scarlet  fever,  5;  whooping  cough,  12;  typhus 
fever  ^including  "  typhoid"),  10.  For  the  week  ending  Oct  IZih,  386 ;— Con- 
sumption, 44;  apoplexy,  4;  congestion  of  brain,  6 ;  cuarrhoea,  14;  dysentery, 
20;  cholera  infantum,  14;  scarlet  fever,  6 ;  whooping  cough,  6 ;  poisoning,  2; 
suicide,  2;  remittent  fever,  6 ;  typhus  fever,  (including  "typhoid,")  8.  For  ike 
week  ending  Oct.  20th,j  341 : — Consumption,  48 ;  congestion  of  brain,  4;  dysen- 
tery, 5 ;  cholera  infantum,  6 ;  croup,  6;  scarlet  fever,  6 ;  measles,  3 ;  whooping 
cough,  9;  diabetes,  3;  dropsy,  of  different  kinds,  SO ;  remittent  fever,  4;  typhus 
fever,  (includmg  ♦«  typhoid,")  7.  For  ike  week  ending  Oct,  21  th,^  361 : — ^Con-  ^ 
sumption,  41;  apoplexy,  1;  congestion  of  brain,  6;  diarrhosa,  15;  dysentery,  -. 
13;  cholera  infantum,  5 ;  pneumonia,  13 ;  croup,  15 ;  scarlet  fever,  13 ;  meas- 
les, 3;  whooping  cough,  4;  small  pox,  2;  typhus  fever,  (includmg  "typhoid,")  16. 
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Weekly  Comparison  qfthe  Weather  and  Deaths,  continued  to  Oct,  28, 1865. 
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Note. — ^In  the  seventh  column  the  winds  givmg,  hy  their  general  direction 
dnricff  October,  the  same  average  weather,  t.  e.,  cloudy  or  stormy,  are  classed 
together.  The  other  winds  during  the  month  were  the  northwest  and  south- 
west, which  gave  us  fine  weather  whenever  they  prevailed,  except  upon  por- 
tions of  the  12th,  22d,  and  25th  days. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  October,  1855,  was  1,611 ;  same  time,  1854, 
was  2,079,  of  which  122  were  then  reported  from  cholera,  and  1,274  as  child- 
ren. The  usual  other  comparisons  are  exhibited  above.  The  reduced  num- 
ber of  deaths  shows  a  satisiactorv  state  of  the  health  of  the  city;  the  diminu- 
tion has  been  chiefiv  amongst  children  and  foreigners,  from  diseases  of  the 
diffeative  system.  The  table  recently  published  in  most  of  the  daily  papers 
of  this  eity  showing  the  numbers  treated  by  the  dispensaries,  with  the  names 
of  the  principal  diseases  and  causes  of  death,  togetner  with  some  partial  re- 
sults, such  as  the  deaths  and  how  many  were  sent  to  the  hospital,  is  to  be  con- 
tinued hereafter  in  the  first  week  in  each  month.  As  these  institutions  are 
supposed  to  treat  almost  a  moiety  of  the  sickness  of  the  cit^,  it  can  be  readily 
understood  how  useful  that  table  will  become  by  coIUiting  it  with  that  of  the 
meteorological  items  which  are  supplied  monthly  in  this  magazine. 


^  KAUUED. 

Q^  Tuesdny,  2dd  nit,  at  Calvary  Church,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  HawIm,  George 
T.  Blliot,  Jr.,  M.D.,  to  Sallie,  only  daughter  ofV^iUiam  T.  H.  Dunean, 
Esq^  of  this  city. 


]fECEOLO«T. 

Died,  in  this  city,  October  6,  Dr.  Payette  Cooper,  in  the  74th  year  of  his 

age. ^At  Watertown,  Mass.,  19th  ult.  Dr.  Walter  Hunhewell,  affed  86 

years. In  Boston,  on  the  24th  Beptember,  Dr.  Henry  Willard.    He  had 

been  making  a  speech  at  a  political  meeting,  at  the  conclusbn  of  which  he  sat 
down  and  became  almost  inunediately  insensible— death  ensued  in  a  few 
minutes.  His  death  was  caused  by  ^ease  of  the  heart  He  was  of  high 
standing  in  his  profession.— At  Hampton,  Va.,  October  3,  Dr.  Henry 
Seldbn* 
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Select    Surgical  Cases  from  the  Clinique  of  the  University   Medical 
College.    By  Alfrsd  C.  Post,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery,  &c. 

Case  I.  Dec.  1 1th.  1854.  Daniel  Hardy,  a  hatter,  born  in  New  Jersey, 
aged  61  years,  married,  father  of  eight  children,  enjoyed  good  health  until 
1 852,  when  he  began  to  complain  of  pain  in  passing  urine.  The  pain  grad* 
ually  increased  in  severity;  and  at  the  end  of  a  year  his  sufferings  had  be- 
come intense.  While  he  was  evacuating  his  bladder,  the  stream  would  sud- 
denly stop,  and  a  violent  paroxysm  of  pain  would  ensue :  for  the  relief  of  thii 
he  would  lie  upon  his  back.  His  urine  was  ropy,  and  a  viscid  deposit  ad- 
hered to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel.  During  the  past  year,  he  has  on  two 
or  three  occasions  observed  blood  in  his  urine.  A  year  ago  last  spring  hia 
attending  physician  introduced  an  instrument  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  an 
attack  of  retention  of  urine  which  came  on  suddenly.  The  catheter  en- 
countered a  stone  impacted  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder  so  firmly,  that  it 
was  with  considerable  difficulty  that  it  could  be  pushed  back.  After  this 
time,  it  never  again  became  impacted.  Several  times  within  the  last 
three  months,  he  has  observed  a  brownish,  sandy  sediment  in  his  urine. 

Dec.  12th.  I  sounded  the  patient,  and  readily  detected  a  stoner.  On 
introducing  a  lithrotrite  until  it  came  in  contact  with  the  calculus,  and 
opening  its  blades,  and  then  gently  striking  upon  the  handle  with  a  small 
hammer,  the  stone  fell  into  the  jaws  of  the  instrument,  and  was  seized  in 
a  diameter  of  a  little  less  than  an  inch.  It  slipped  away,  and  was  again 
seized  in  a  diameter  of  about  an  inch  and  a  quarter.  I  then  applied  the 
screw,  and  crushed  the  stone.  I  introduced  the  instrument  again  and 
seized  a  fragment,  which  was  readily  crushed.  On  withdrawing  the  litho- 
trite,  there  was  sufficient  detritus  between  the  blades,  to  render  its  removal 
somewhat  difficult.  During  the  following  night,  the  patient  was  very 
comfortable,  and  to  day,  Dec.  13th.,  on  carefully  pouring  off  his  urine 
from  the  vessel,  a  small  quantity  of  detritus  was  obtained. 
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Dec.  14th.  Very  comfortable  since  last  visit  Considerable  muco-pus 
in  urine.  Several  grains  of  detritas  were  obtained.  The  whole  weight 
of  detritus  obtained  as  the  result  of  the  first  operation,  was  thirty-eight 
grains. 

Deo.  16  th.  I  introduced  a  fenestrated  lithotrite,  but  could  not  seize 
any  fragments.  I  withdrew  the  instrument,  and  introduced  in  its  place  a 
duckbill  lithotrite,  with  which  I  crushed  in  succession  two  fragments,  one 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  the  other  half  an  inch.  Some 
detritus  was  brought  away  in  the  jaws  of  the  instrument 

Dec.  18  th.  Since  the  last  crushing,  the  patient  has  passed  several 
fragments;  one  of  them  was  about  of  the  size  of  a  pea,  and  rough  and 
irregular  in  form.  At  one  o^clock  P.  M.,  I  injected  about  six  ounces  of 
warm  water  into  the  bladder.  The  patient  was  then  directed  to  void  his 
urine  with  as  much  force  as  he  could ;  but  no  fragment  was  expelled. 
The  weight  of  the  detritus  after  the  second  operation,  was  twelve  grains. 
The  first  and  second  operations  were  performed  without  injecting  the 
bladder. 

Dec.  19th.  8rd  operation.  Afler  injecting  three  or  four  ounces  of  te- 
pid water  into  the  bladder,  I  introduced  a  small  lithotrite,  and  seized  a 
fragment  a  little  more  than  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  crushed  it,  and 
brought  away  some  small  fragments  between  its  jaws.  I  then  reintroduced 
the  instrument,  and  seized  and  crushed  another  fragment  half  an  inch  in 
diameter.  On  removing  the  instrument,  I  slightly  lacerated  the  urethra, 
by  a  sharp  fragment  projecting  beyond  the  blades  of  the  litJhotrite.  The 
fragments  were  seized  with  less  facility  on  this  occasion,  after  the  bladder 
bad  been  injected  than  on  the  previous  ones  in  which  it  had  not  been  in- 
jected/ The  quantity  of  detritus  resulting  from  the  third  operation  was 
twelve  grains. 

Dec.  2l8t.  4th  operation.  I  injected  the  bladder,  introduced  the 
lithotrite,  and  seized  and  crushed  successively  two  fragments,  each  about 
half  an  inch  in  diameter.  A  considerable  quantity  of  detritus  was  brought 
away  between  the  blades  of  the  instrument.  The  patient  says,  that  the  irri- 
tability of  the  bladder  has  greatly  diminished  since  the  commencement 
of  the  crushiug.  He  is  now  able  to  lie  on  his  side,  having  been  unable  to 
do  so  for  a  long  time  before.  The  quantity  of  detritus  resulting  from 
the  fourth  operation  was  sixteen  grains. 

Dec.  2Srd.  5  th  operation.  Injected  the  bladder,  and  seized  succes- 
sively, and  crushed,  three  fragments ;  two  of  them  measured  each  about 
half  an  inch,  and  the  third  was  a  little  smaller.    The  general  health  of 
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the  patient  is  better  than  it  has  been  for  many  months.  Quantity  of  de* 
tritus  resulting  from  fifth  operation,  eighteen  grains. 

Dec.  26th,  6th  operation.  Injected  bladder,  and  crushed  four  frag- 
ments. The  quantity  of  detritus  obtained  from  this  operation  was 
twenty-one  grains. 

Dec.  28th,  7th  operation.  Injected  bladder,  and  crushed  four  frag* 
ments.     The  quantity  of  detritus  amounted  to  twenty-one  grains. 

D.ec.  30th,  8th  operation.  Injected  bladder  and  crushed  three  frag* 
ments,  of  which  the  largest  was  about  half  an  inch  in  diameter.  Detri* 
tus  weighed  twenty-three  grains. 

Jan.  2nd,  1855,  9th  operation.  Injected  bladder  and  crushed  four 
fragments,  the  diameter  of  the  first  was  half  an  inch,  and  that  of  each  of 
the  others,  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch.  Detritus  weighed  twenty-two 
grains. 

Jan.  4th,  10th  operation.  Injected  bladder  and  crushed  four  frag- 
ments, the  average  diameter  of  which  was  about  one-third  of  an,  inch.  I 
seized  one  fragment  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  but  it  slipped 
away.    Detritus  weighed  twenty-four  grains. 

Jan.  6th,  llih  operation.  Injected  bladder  and  crushed  four  frag- 
ments :  two  of  them  measured  more  than  half  an  inch  each ;  one,  three 
quarters  of  an  inch  ;  and  the  remaining  one,  one-quarter.  Detritus  weigh- 
ed thirty-one  grains. 

Jan.  9th.  12th  operation.  Early  this  morning  a  fragment  of  conside- 
rable size,  and  of  irregular  form  became  impacted  in  the  urethra,  behind 
the  scrotum.  It  could  be  distinctly  felt  externally,  and  it  occasioned 
much  pain,  and  impeded  the  flow  of  urine.  At  1,  P.  M.,  I  attempted  its 
removal.  After  persevering  efforts  to  extract  it  with  the  urethral  forceps 
and  hook,  I  abandoned  the  attempt ;  and  introducing  a  lithotrite,  without 
much  difficulty  I  pushed  the  stone  back  into  the  bladder.  I  then  crush- 
ed successively  three  fragments,  one  of  which  exceeded  half  an  inch  in 
diameter,  and  the  others  each  measured  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch.  De- 
tritus weighed  eleven  grains. 

Jan.  13th  operation.  Injected  bladder  and  crushed  three  frag- 
ments, measuring  from  a  quarter  to  half  an  inch.  Detritus  weighed  five 
grains. 

Jan.  15th,  14th  operation.  Injected  bladder  and  crushed  four 
fragments,  one  an  inch  in  diameter,  one  half  an  inch,  and  the  others, 
each  a  quarter  of  an  inch.    Detritus  weighed  nineteen  grains. 

Jan.  18th,   15th  operation.     Injected  bladder,  and  crushed  four 
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fragments,  two  of  them  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  the  other  two  lesB 
than  a  quarter  of  an  inch.     Detritus  weighed  five  grains. 

Feb.  12th.  Since  the  last  operation,  the  patient  has  had  no  symp- 
toms of  stone.  I  sounded  him  carefully  to-day,  and  finding  no  stone, 
discharged  him  as  cured. 

The  whole  quantity  of  dust  and  fragments  obtained  from  the  fifteen 
operations  to  which  the  patient  was  subjected,  weighed  two  hundred  and 
seventy  eight  grains.  It  is  probable  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  fine 
dust  was  lost. 

The  operations  were  performed  in  the  presence  of  my  class  in  the 
University  Medical  College,  and  I  am  indebted  to  my  prosector,  Dr. 
George  A.  Peters,  for  the  notes  of  the  case.  The  patient  suffered  very 
little  from  the  operations,  and  from  the  subsequent  passage  of  frag- 
ments, except  on  the  9th  January,  when  a  large  fragment  became 
impacted  in  the  urethra.  The  irritability  of  the  bladderr  began  to  dimin- 
ish very  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  treatment,  and  a  corre- 
sponding improvement  took  place  in  the  general  health  d  the  patient. 
The  patient  suffered  so  little  from  the  operations,  that  I  did  not  conmder 
it  necessary  to  resort  to  the  use  of  anaesthetics.  In  seizing  the  smaller 
fragments,  I  derived  great  advantage  from  a  practice  which,  I  believe, 
is  original  with  myself,  viz.,  turning  the  lithotrite  around  so  that  its 
points  looked  towards  the  floor  of  the  bladder. 

Case  2d.  Lithotomy, — John  Lang,  aged  three  years  and  four  months, 
has  had  symptoms  of  irritation  of  urinary  organs  for  six  months, — pain 
in  passing  urine,  disposition  to  pull  his  prepuce,  and  prolapsus  ani. 
Jan.  10th»  1855, 1  sounded  him,  and  detected  the  presence  of  a  calculus 
in  his  bladder. 

Jan.  13th.  Operated  with  the  assistance  of  Dre.  Peters,  Van  Buren, 
and  Markoe,  and  in  presence  of  Doctors  Paine,  Bedford,  Gould,  Shove, 
of  Westchester  Co.,  and  a  large  assemblage  of  students,  at  University 
Medical  College.  I  performed  the  lateral  operation,  incising  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  with  a  lithotome  cach6.  Having  seized  the  stone  with  for- 
ceps, I  made  an  attempt  to  extract  it ;  but  meeting  with  considerable  re- 
sistance from  the  small  size  of  the  incision  in  the  prostate,  I  introduced 
again  the  lithotome,  and  slightly  enlarged  the  incision;  after  which  I 
again  seized  the  stone  with  forceps,  and,  after  pretty  strong  traction 
continued  several  minutes,  extracted  the  calculus.  It  was  of  a  flattened 
oval  form,  moderately  rough  on  its  surface,  one  inch  in  length,  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  in  breadth,  and  three-eighths  of  an  inch  in  thickness. 
Weight,  eighty-one  grains. 
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14tii.  Has  had  a  comfortable  night ;  has  good  appetite  and  spirits ; 
passes  urine  by  the  wound,  and  cries  while  voiding  it.  15th.  Same  re- 
port as  yesterday.  The  child^.  upon  the  whole,  appears  better  than  be- 
fore the  operation.  16th.  I  found  the  patient  walking  about  the  room* 
He  passes  about  half  his  urine  by  the  natural  channel.  23d.  No  unfa* 
Torable  symptoms  since  the  last  report  Began  to-day  to  pass  all  his 
nrine  through  the  urethra.  26th.  Continues  to  do  well.  Yesterday 
passed  a  small  quantity  of  urine  through  the  wound.  29th.  Since  the 
last  report,  has  passed  all  his  urine  through  the  natural  passage.  The 
wound  is  healing.     General  health  good. 

A  few  days  later  the  wound  was  completely  healed,  and  I  discon- 
tinued my  attendance. 


Fatal  cases  of  Convulsions  and  Comay  dependent  upon  Renal  Disease 
whose  existence  was  not  suspected  during  life.  By  T.  Gaillard 
Thomas,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the  Demilt  Dispensary. 

There  is  no  disease  whose  existence  produces  more  fatal,  unexpected 
and  sudden  results  than  Bright's  disease  of  the  kidney,  both  in  its  acute 
and  chronic  form ;  and  the  result  of  none  other  have  been  more  over- 
looked or  carelessly  dealt  with  than  this,  until  of  late  years,  when  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  them  by  English  and  German  writers. 

The  long-continued  existence,  or  sudden  and  unaccountable  appear- 
ance of  convulsions  mistaken  for  hysterical  or  epileptic,  the  obstinate  and 
troublesome  symptom  of  vomiting,  attributed  to  chronic  gastritis  or  other 
affection  of  the  digestive  system,  and,  more  important  still,  the  rapid  ap 
proach  of  complete  and  fatal  coma,  coming  on  without  warning  or  assign- 
able cause,  are  now  recognized  as  results  of  this  affection,  which  for  a 
greater  or  less  length  of  time,  has  existed  without  presenting  symptoms 
sufficiently  marked  to  warn  either  patient  or  physician  of  its  presence. 

My  attention  during  the  past  three  years  has  been  particularly  drawn 
to  the  fact,  that  that  class  of  renal  affections  generally  known  as  Bright's 
disease  may  suddenly  produce  coma,  or  convulsions  without  other  symp- 
toms of  its  existence  than  vomiting,  loss  of  appetite,  dizziness  of  headi 
and  a  general  feeling  of  "  malaise,"  there  being  present  besides  these,  no 
pain  over  the  loins,  disorder  of  the  urinary  function,  cedema  of  the  feet, 
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nor  ia  fact,  any  symptom  whatsoever  calculated  to-direct  attention  to  the 
organic  trouble. 

That  this  manner  of  the  declaration  of  the  disease,  or  rather  of  one 
of  its  results — ^the  admixture  of  urea  with  the  circulating  fluid — ^is  excep- 
tional, and  that  it  generally  shows  itself  by  oedema  and  other  well-marked 
symptoms,  is  most  true ;  but  this  merely  serves  to  render  the  exceptional 
cases  the  more  important  and  worthy  of  note,  as  being  those  in  which  we 
would  be  most  likely  to  be  deceived  in  making  a  diagnosis. 

The  subject  is  by  no  means  one  which  has  been  unnoticed,  for  as  early 
88  1839,  in  Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  appeared  an  article  from  the  pen 
of  Dr.  Addison,  drawing  attention  to  it,  in  which  he  mentions  instances  of 
convulsions,  coma,  and  death,  as  occurring  in  cases  ^  in  which  renal  dis- 
ease had  not  for  a  moment  been  suspected,"  and  where  the  diagnosis 
had  been  suggested  simply  from  the  general  appearance  of  the  patient, 
and  the  peculiarity  of  respiration,  and  supported  by  examination  of  the 
urine,  and  subsequent  developments  in  the  cases. 

The  poison  urea  (or,  as  thought  by  French,  urate  of  ammonia)  ap- 
pears, like  that  of  malaria,  liable  to  accumulate  at  times  in  the  system, 
the  patient  being  for  a  length  of  time  exposed  to  its  influence  without  the 
slightest  demonstration  of  its  evil  efl'ects,  and  then  becoming  suddenly 
prostrated  by  its  inordinate  action,  and  sinking  into  a  state  of  the  most 
profound  coma. 

The  following'  cases  I  give  to  illustrate  these  remarks;  they  are 
from  notes  carefully  taken  at  the  bedside ;  and  eren  if  they  convey  do 
new  facts,  may  at  least  serve  to  direct  the  attention  of  obeeryers  to  a  point 
which  has  not,  I  think,  received  the  attention  which  it  merits. 

Case  I:  C(mvulsioii8^  Coma,  and  J)eath,  from  acute  nephritis.  Cath- 
arine Kelly,  a  robust  Irish  woman,  of  25  years,  full  habit,  fair  complexion, 
and  light  hair,  was  admitted  to  Bellevue  Hospital,  Saturday  Oct.  16thy 
1852.  Patient  has  enjoyed  very  good  health  up  to  a  week  ago ;  her 
habits  have  been  intemperate,  but  she  declares  most  positively  that  for 
six  weeks  past  she  has  taken  no  alcoholic  stimulus  whatever.  About  a 
week  ago,  she  took  a  cold,  attended  by  slight  cough ;  but  this  gave  her 
but  little  trouble,  and  she  continued  tolerably  well  up  to  last  Wednesday, 
when  she  began  to  feel  badly,  suffered  from  dizziness  and  slight  vertigo, 
and  vomited  in  small  amount  a  thin,  green,  bitter  fluid.  On  the  next  daj 
this  increased,  and  she  vomited  almost  every  thing  taken  either  in  solid 
or  fluid  form ;  and  on  the  night  of  that  day,  she  became  restless  and  qq- 
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easy,  and  her  sleep  was  disturbed  by  frightful  dreams.  During  the  fol« 
lowing  day  and  night,  these  symptoms,  unaccompanied  by  any  pain,  con- 
tinued, to  increase,  and  on  Saturday  she  entered  the  Hospital. 

Upon  entrance,  the  following  notes  were  taken :  She  suffers  from  con- 
stant nausea,  loss  of  appetite,  and  great  depression  of  spirits ;  her  face  is 
slightly  flushed,  skin  warm  and  dry,  toDgue  covered  with  brown  fur  at 
center,  and  eyes  much  suffused.  Considerable  tremulousness  exists,  and 
the  movements  are  hurried  and  uncertain ;  pulse,  108,  rather  full.  Mon- 
day, 18th  :  Pulse  108,  tongue  becoming  red,  fur  disappearing ;  patient  is 
restless  and  uneasy,  and  sleeps  very  little.  The  case  being, regarded  as 
one  of  delirium  tremens,  opiate  treatment  has  been  adopted,  with  coun- 
ter-irritants over  the  epigastrium. 

10th.  No  change  except  that  tongue  is  becoming  more  generally  red, 
and  less  tremul  ousness  is  observable.  20th.  Vomits  profusely,  com- 
plains of  no  pain,  but  feels  badly  all  over;  pulse  112  ;  has  had  two  con- 
vulsions, which  the  nurse  describes  as  violent ;  sleeps  now  a  good  deal. 
21st.  Tongue  intensely  red,  as  is  also  the  entire  mucous  membrane  of 
the  mouth  ;  patient  sleeps,  or  rather  dozes  nearly  all  the  time ;  has  had 
another  convulsion.  At  3,  P.  M<  she  sank  into  a  state  of  complete  coma, 
and  in  eight  or  tf  n  hours  died. 

Autopsy^ — 12  hours  after  death  ;  weather  mild ;  surface  of  body  pale,- 
presents  nothing  worthy  of  note.  Thorax :  Lungs  congested,  but  crepi- 
tant ;  heart  healthy,  pleural  cavities  free  from  fluid  and  adhesion.  Ab- 
domen :  Stomach  perfectly  healthy,  showing  no  lesion  to  account  for  its 
irritability ;  spleen  and  liver  healthy.  The  kidneys  are  enlarged,  much 
congested,  and  weigh  together  §  xiv. ;  the  cortical  portions  much  in- 
jected, present  the  appearance  of  containing  fat.  (They  were  not  ex- 
amined by  the  microscope.)  The  capsules  peel  very  easily  off.  They 
were  seen  by  Dr.  B.  W.  McCready,  and  regarded  by  him  as  instances  of 
Bright's  disease  in  its  earliest  stage. 

The  calvarium  being  removed,  the  membranes  of  the  brain  are  found 
much  congested,  and  a  small  amount  of  serum  seems  to  exist  under  the 
arachnoid,  though  not  sufficient  to  determine  whether  or  not  arachnites 
existed.  Substance  of  brain  presents  no  abnormal  appearance.  No 
oddema  or  serous  eflusion  exists  in  any  part  of  the  body. 

Cask  II:  Coma  andj^eath  from  Urcemia  dependent  upon/atty  degen- 
iration  of  the  kidneys.  Margaret  Brown,  an  Irish  woman,  of  about  35 
years,  entered  Bellevue  Hospital,  May  16th,  1863.      Physique  :  hair, 
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eyes,  and  compIexioD  dark,  stature  small,  and  habit  spare.  Her  general 
health  has  heretofore  been  good.  At  present  she  oomplains  of  general 
uneasiness,  loss  of  appetite,  nausea,  dizziness,  and  slight  cough.  No  pain 
exists  in  any  part,  pulse  is  not  accelerated  ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  pecu- 
liar distressed  look  of  the  patient,  one  at  first  sight  would  regard  her  as 
malingering.  She  replies  to  questions  in  a  querulous  and  peevish  man- 
ner, declares  that  no-where  hurts  her,  but  that  she  is  going  to  die. 

No  diagnosis  being  made  from  the  symptoms  presenting,  the  case 
was  left  without  treatment  until  the  next  day.  16th.  The  case  being  an  ob- 
scure one,  and  nothing  directing  to  a  diagnosis,  each  organ  of  the  body 
was  in  turn  examined,  and  all  found  free  from  any  evidences  of  disease  > 
(in  the  examination  the  urine  was  not  tested,  disease  of  the  kidneys  not 
having  been  for  an  instant  suspected.)  To  day  (16th)  the  nausea  and 
vomiting  are  most  painful,  and  there  is  total  loss  of  appetite,  the  patient 
having  eaten  literally  nothing  since  her  entrance. 

17th.  Patient  is  worse.  She  dozes  at  intervals,  and  then  starts  sud- 
denly, as  if  frightened  ;  when  awake,  she  refuses  to  reply  to  questions,  and 
moans  and  tosses  about  in  bed ;  has  eaten  and  will  eat  nothing.  A  blis- 
ter has  been  applied  to  the  epigastrium,  and  alkalies  in  bitter  infusions 
have  been  administered,  but  after  each  dose,  vomiting  instantly  occurs. 
Towards  the  evening  of  this  day,  she  commenced  to  sleep  very  heavily, 
and  towards  night  sank  into  a  state  of  coma,  from  which  she  could  not 
be  roused. 

Autopsy, — ^fifteen  hours  after  death,  weather  moderately  cool,  surface 
of  body  pale,  with  mottled  red  blotches  over  the  chest  7%onLX :  Heart 
healthy ;  lungs  congested,  but  crepitant ;  pleural  cavities  free  from  fluid, 
but  covered  by  old  false  membrane.  Abdominal  Cavity :  Stomach  and 
intestines  free  from  morbid  lesion  ;  liver  somewhat  fatty,  though  not  en- 
tirely so.  Kidneys  of  usual  size ;  surface  after  being  denuded  of  the  cap- 
sule, presents  grayish  lobules  about  the  size  of  half  a  duck  shot ;  the 
cortical  substance  is  pale,  and  pyramids  in  many  places  not  distinct  in  their 
outlines.  They  were  examined  with  the  microscope  by  Dr.  Alonzo  Clark, 
and  pronounced  to  be  in  an  advanced  stage  of  fatty  degeneration.  Ex- 
amination of  brain  shows  the  arachnoid  puffed  up  by  serum,  which  flows 
away  freely  upon  puncture ;  substance  of  brain  not  congested,  and  ventri- 
cles contain  very  little  fluid. 

Case  III.  Convulsions,  coma^  and  deaths  occurring  with  fatty  degene" 
ration  of  the  kidney.     On  the  morning  of  July  30th,  1852,  at  11,  A.  M., 
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Catharine  Benway,  aged  22  jears,  wae  brou^t  to  Belleyue  Hofipital 
speechless  and  insensibl  e ;  her  breathing  was  laborious,  and  inclined  to  be 
stertorous;  head  rather  warm,  hands  and  feet  cool ;  pupils  slightly  dila^ 
ted ;  and  pulse  quick  and  weak.  Her  face  had  a  pale,  doughy  hue,  nearly 
a  light  straw  color,  and  there  existed  some  pufOiDCss  in  the  crescentic 
areola  under  the  eyes. 

Being  laid  upon  a  bed,  she  tossed  uneasily  from  side  to  side,  throwing 
out  her  arms,  and  rolling  her  head  in  a  restless  manner ;  and  at  short 
intenrals  convulsive  paroxysms,  which  lasted  only  a  few  minutes,  came  on. 

The  history  obtained  from  those  who  accompanied  her  to  the  Hospi** 
tal  was  this ;  she  had  for  a  length  of  time  past  been  a  person  of  dissolute 
habits,  and  rather  intemperate  ;  but  had,  as  far  as  their  knowledge  extend- 
ed, been  in  perfectly  good  health  up  to  the  day  previous.  For  some  daya 
past  she  has  complained  of  feeling  badly ;  but  little  notice  was  taken  of 
it  by  herself  or  family,  and  nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred  to  her  until 
the  day  of  her  admission.  At  about  seven  o'clock  on  that  morning,  she 
was,  while  sewing  in  company  with  some  of  her  friends,  taken  suddenly 
with  a  violent  conyulsion  which  lasted  for  some  time  (the  exact  time  not 
being  known),  and  from  that  time  to  the  hour  of  her  admission,  three 
other  slight  seizures  had  occurred. 

The  means  instituted  for  her  relief  in  the  Hospital  it  would  be  useless 
to  mention  here  ;  suffice  it,  that  they  failed  to  rouse  her  from  the  condi- 
tion in  which  she  had  entered,  and  toward  evening  she  died,  the  convul- 
sions some  time  previous  having  ceased,  and  the  coma  become  gradu 
ally  more  complete. 

Autopsy.  Thorax :  Lungs  congested,  but  crepitant  throughout,  bound 
down  by  adhesion :  heart  and  pericardium  healthy.  Abdomen :  Liver, 
spleen,  stomach,  and  intestines  appear  perfectly  healthy.  The  kidneys  ap- 
pear reduced  in  size ;  the  cortical  portions  are  loaded  with  hiJty  looking 
deposit ;  and  the  pyramids  are  in  some  instances  obliterated,  and  in  al- 
most all  more  or  less  encroached  upon.  They  were  examined  with  the 
microscope  by  Dr.  John  T.  Metcalfe,  and  pronounced  to  be  in  a  state  of 
fiitty  degeneration.  The  brain  was  most  carefully  examined — ^no  fluid 
existed  under  its  membranes  nor  in  its  ventricles,  and  its  substance  ap- 
peared to  be  in  a  perfectly  healthy  state. 

On  the  body  no  oedema  existed  in  any  part,  nor  was  there  during  life 
any  paralysis.  Urine  existed  in  the  bladder  at  the  time  of  death,  and, 
being  tested,  showed  the  existence  of  albumen  ;  though  whether  this  might 
not  have  been  a  postmortem  effect,  is  doubtful. 
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The  three  cases  just  recorded  occurred  in  wards  with  which  I  was 
connected  as  House  Physician ;  the  three  which  follow  having  occurred 
in  wards  not  under  my  care,  I  was  not  able  to  make  the  notes  of  them  as 
minute  as  I  could  have  wished. 

Casb  rV.  Coma  and  death  occurring  mth  chronic  fatty  defeneration 
of  the  kidneys. — Peter  Pheeney,  an  Irishman,  of  about  45  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  to  Bellevue  Hospital,  Sept  20th.  He  was  a  man  of  large 
frame,  and  great  muscular  development,  though  his  general  appearance 
denoted  an  impaired  state  of  health ;  his  face  was  pale,  of  doughy  look, 
and  rather  bloated,  though  not  sufficiently  so  to  attract  particular  attention. 

Upon  entrance  he  was  stupid  and  very  deaf,  answered  questions  inco* 
herently,  and  could  give  no  account  of  himself.  From  this  condition  he 
could  be  roused ;  but,  giving  only  a  monosyllabic  and  unwilling  reply  to 
questions,  would  again  immediately  relapse  into  a  semi-comatose  condi- 
tion, and  appear  unconscious  to  all  around  him.  Ifo  history  being  ob- 
tained from  those  who  brought  him  to  the  Hospital,  and  the  symptoms 
leading  to  supposition  of  injury  to  the  brain,  he  was  sent  to  the  surgical 
wards. 

2lBt  Towards  evening  the  patient  became  delirious,  the  pupils  dilat* 
ed,  and  respiration  deep  and  laborious;  he  no  longer  answered  questions, 
but  muttered  constantly  to  himsel£  On  the  evening  of  this  day,  I  ob- 
tained some  of  his  urine,  and  testing  it,  found  it  loaded  with  albumen, 
which  was  copiously  deposited  both  by  heat  and  nitric  acid.  22d.  When 
I  saw  the  patient  on  this  day,  he  was  in  a  state  closely  verging  on  coma; 
he  now  remained  still,  and  muttered  very  little.  As  night  came  on,  his 
respiration  gradually  became  more  labored,  his  extremities  cold,  and  com- 
plete coma  existed.  On  the  morning  of  the  next  day  he  died.  The  urine 
throughout  the  attack  was  passed  in  normal  amount 

Autopsy,  nine  hours  after  death ;  weather  cool.  Surface  of  body  pale 
and  free  from  any  serous  efifusion.  Thorax :  Heart  healthy,  lungs  much 
congested,  though  free  from  any  consolidation ;  pleural  cavity  healthy. 
Abdomen :  Liver  a  little  inclined  to  fatty  degeneration ;  spleen  normal  in 
size  and  appearance ;  intestines  free  from  any  lesion.  The  kidneys,  much 
increased  in  size  and  weight,  present  perfect  and  type  specimens  of  fatty 
degeneration  in  its  most  exaggerated  form.  Their  surfaces  are  lobulated 
throughout,  and  upon  section,  the  cortical  substance  appears  filled  with 
&t,  which  destroys  in  many  places  the  bodies  of  the  pyramids.  The  brain, 
unfortunately,  was  not  examined. 
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Gabi  V.  Coma  and  death  oceurriing  in  an  individual  laboring  under 
Chagree  fever  and  fatty  degeneration  of  the  kidneys. — Wm.  Sloane,  an 
IriBbman,  aged  85  yean,  was  brought  to  the  Bellevue  Hospital  on  the 
eyeiuDg  of  June  25th,  in  a  state  of  the  most  profound  coma;  his  respira- 
tion  was  laborious,  pupils  somewhat  contracted,  pulse  quick,  and  hands 
and  feet  cool.  The  person  who  accompanied  him  gare  the  following  ac- 
count of  his  seizure.  He  had  lately  returned  from  Ohagres,  where  he 
had  for  a  length  of  time  suffered  from  the  fever  of  that  region.  Up  to 
yesterday  he  had  not  been  alarmingly  ill,  although  he  had  for  some  days 
past  complained  a  good  deal  of  not  feeling  well ;  and  to-day  he  was  found 
by  his  family  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  and  conveyed  to  the  Hospital  as 
BOOu  as  possible.  The  cSma  being  regarded  as  due  to  cerebral  conges- 
tion from  the  influence  of  malaria,  the  case  was  treated  in  accordance 
with  this  view.  On  the  26th.,  the  symptoms  were  all  aggravated  in  char- 
acter ;  breathing  stertorous,  and  surface  getting  cooL  No  change  occur- 
red up  to  the  28th,  when  he  died. 

Autopsy^  twelve  hours  after  death.  7!%>rax :  Lungs  and  heart  heal- 
ihj.  Abdomen :  Liver  pale ;  stomach  and  intestines  healthy,  and  spleen 
enlarged.  The  kidneys  are  larger  than  normal ;  the  surfiAces  are  smooth, 
and  the  capsule  peels  easily  off,  revealing  the  existence  of  little  spotB 
about  the  size  and  appearance  of  millet  seeds.  Section  shows  cortical 
portion  loaded  with  fat.  Examination  of  the  brain  and  membranes  gave 
nothing  worthy  of  note,  unless  it  was  the  existence  of  a  very  small  quan- 
tity of  fluid  under  the  arachnoid. 

Cabb  VL  Coma  and  death  occurring  with  fatty  degeneration  of  the 
kidneys. — My  notes  of  this  case  are  extremely  scanty,  the  main  point  only 
being  mentioned. 

John  Mclntyre,  a  man  of  about  82  years  of  age,  had  been  treated  in 
Bellevue  Hospital  for  chronic  rheumatism  during  the  period  of  four 
months ;  the  disease,  however,  had  not  been  severe,  and  had  never  confin* 
ed  him  to  the  ward.  He  was  a  weak,  anasmid  coking  person,  but  dur- 
ing his  stay  in  the  institution,  nothing  had  occurred  to  lead  to  the  suppo- 
sition of  his  having  any  organic  dieease. 

On  the  morning  of  June  14th,  (I  think  it  was  this  date),  he  com-f 
pluned  of  pain  in  the  head  and  dizziness,  with  loss  of  appetite  and  great 
nervous  prostration.  Thesesymptoms,  however,  were  not  sufficiently  intense 
to  confine  him  to  bed,  and  he  sat  up,  although  he  did  not  feel  strong  enough 
to  walk  about  the  room.  I  did  not  again  see  him  until  the  following  day ; 
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he  was  then  sitting  npon  the  edge  of  his  bed,  and  looked  haggard  and 
uneasy,  his  ejes  especially  attractrog  my  notice  from  their  peculiarly  wild 
and  unsettled  expression.  He  said  that  he  had  not  slept  well,  but  felt 
better  than  yesterday ;  his  tongae,  however,  was  dry  at  the  center,  and 
pulse  weak,  quick,  and  a  little  intermittent,  while  aome  tremulousnesa 
was  observable  in  his  movements. 

On  the  morning  of  the  I7th,  I  entered  the  ward  again  (having  in  the 
mean  time  taken  no  observations  of  the  case),  and  found  him  in  a  state 
of  complete  coma.  From  the  orderly  of  the  ward  I  learned  that  this  state 
had  come  on  gradually,  increanng  from  slight  drowsiness;  he  had  had 
no  convulsions. 

During  the  course  of  the  day  he  died ;  and  at  the  examhiaitton  of  kia 
body,  I  was  not  present,  but  was  informed  by  my  friend,  Dr.  J.  C.  Chunn, 
the  House  Physician,  by  whom  it  was  conducted,  that  the  only  lesiona. 
found  were  fatty  kidneys,  and  intense  arachnitis.  The  kidneys  I  altera 
ward  saw;  they  were  small,  and  the  cortical  portions  appeared  to  contain 
fatty  deposits  in  large  amount,  and  they  were  considered  by  Dr  J.  T. 
Metcalfe,  to  whom  they  were  shown  by  me,  as  well  marked  instances  of 
ISitty  degeneration.  During  the  illness  of  this  patient,  and  as  far  as  we 
could  learn  previous  to  it,  no  oedema  existed  in  any  part  of  the  body. 

Since  the  above  records  were  made,  I  have  met  with  three  cases  in 
which  the  same  symptoms  were  presented,  and  recognized  previous  to  the 
complete  occurrence  of  coma.  The  treatment  adopted  was  the  adminis* 
tration  of  brisk  hydragogue  cathartics,  cupping  freely  over  the  loins,  pla- 
cing the  patient  over  a  warm  bath,  and  using  friction  over  the  surface,  and 
giving  some  diaphoretic  at  night  This,  with  shaving  the  scalp  and  ap- 
plying to  it,  when  warm,  cold  lotions,  and  when  cool  a  blister,  always  ap- 
peared to  afford  marked  relief;  though  out  of  the  three  cases  two  eventu- 
ally died. 

In  recording  these  notes,  I  must  state  by  way  of  apology  for  their  im- 
perfectness  of  detail,  that  they  were  taken  with  no  view  to  publication, 
but  merely  for  my  own  perusal,  as  suggestive  of  the  cases  by  recalHog  to 
my  mind  only  their  leading  features.  It  will  be  seen  too,  that  in  only  two 
cases  was  the  urine  tested ;  this  was  simply  a  fault  of  omission,  and  arose 
from  the  obscurity  of  the  cases. 

Again,  it  may  be  said  that  the  discovery  of  fatty  kidneys  does  not  con- 
clusively prove  that  they  were  aught  beside  harmless  coincidences  with 
the  arachnitis,  of  which  there  were  evidences  in  all  but  two  cases.  This 
is,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  just  objection ;  but  when  we  remember,  1st,  the 
comparative  rarity  of  arachnitis  without,  and  its  frequency  with,  some 
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sucli  cause ;  2od9  that  araehnitis  is  the  immediate  cause  of  death  in  the 
larger  majority  of  eaaes  of  recognized  Bright's  disease ;  and  3rd,  that  is 
two  oases  no  other  lesion  was  found  beside  the  renal,  at  all  capable  of  pro- 
ducing death, — ^we  may,  I  thinly  reasonably  conclude  that  the  arachnitis 
was  the  consequence  of  uraemia,  which  was  the  root  of  the  eviL 

257  Fourth  ifvenue,  New  York,  Nov.  10th,  1855. 


Cotuof  Dk^hragmaHc  HernicL.  By  T.  G.  Finnbll,M.  D.,  Surgeon  to 
St.  Vincent  Hospital. 

William  ,  aged  36,  colored— born  in  New  Jersey— on  Thurs- 

day eyening,  Oct  24th.,  was  returning  home,  when  without  any  pror- 
ocation,  he  received  a  blow  on  the  bead  which  felled  him  to  the  ground ; 
and  while  lying  prostrate,  heavy  blows  were  inflicted  on  his  chest  and 
abdomen.  In  a  few  minutes  he  was  enabled  to  get  home  without  assist- 
ance. During  the  night  hsBmorrhage  took  place  from  the  nostrils,  which 
prostrated  him  very  much.  The  next  mornings  vomiting  commenced,  and 
continued  at  short  intervals  until  death. 

A  physician  being  called  on  the  fourth  day  of  his  illness,  found  him 
with  quick  pulse,  anxipus  countenance,  cold  skin,  vomiting,  and  every 
appearance  of  rapid  dissolution.  The  heart  was  felt  beating  on  the  right 
side ;  and  on  placing  the  hand  on  the  left  mammary  region,  a  thrill  and 
pulsation  were  perceptible,  in  all  respects  resembling  an  aneurism.  On 
the  seventh  day  from  the  injury,  the  patient  died  by  astbsenia.  The  phy- 
sician in  attendance  was  about  to  give  a  certificate  for  disease  of  the 
heart,  complicated  with  aneurism ;  but  after  a  little  reflection,  he  determ- 
ined to  have  a  corooer^s  investigation,  with  a  view  to  see  how  far  the^ 
injuries  were  instrumental  in  producing  death. 

On  postmortem  inspection,  twenty-eight  hours  after  death,  the  body 
was  rigid,  with  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles.  The  intestines  con- 
tained less  gas  than  is  usually  met  with  so  long  after  death.  On  raising 
the  sternum,  the  stomach,  omentum,  and  transverse  colon  were  found  in 
the  left  pleural  cavity.  The  heart  was  displaced  to  the  right  side,  and 
the  left  lung  pushed  as  high  as  the  third  rib.  On  examining  the  dia* 
phragm,  a  circular  opening  one  inch  in  diameter  was  discovered ;  and 
through  this,  the  displaced  viscera  passed  into  the  chest.  About  two  in- 
ches from  the  large  hole,  a  smaller  one  existed  of  the  size  of  a  goose 
quill,  with  a  small  piece  of  omentum  passing  through  it.    The  stomach 
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was  distended  with  gas,  and  contained  two  qnarts  of  dark  fluid  resembling 
black  vomit  The  spleen,  being  too  large  to  pass  through  the  opening, 
was  lying  close  to  it,  partially  separated  from  the  great  head  of  the  stom- 
ach. The  openings  in  the  diaphragm  were  not  the  result  of  laceration 
of  its  muscular  fibers,  but  seemed  to  be  congenital  defects. 

It  B^ems  probable  that  the  displaced  organs  were  «mpty  at  time  of 
the  injury,  and,  in  this  condition  were  forced  through  into  the  chest. 
Strangulation  now  took  place,  and  continued  till  death.  There  was  no 
evidence  of  inflammation,  either  in  the  chest  or  abdomen,  intense  venous 
congestion  being  the  only  morbid  appearance  presented  by  the  displaced 
viscera. 

The  account  given  by  the  patient  of  his  sufierings,  the  symptoms 
present,  together  with  the  aid  of  auscultation  and  percussion,  render  it 
probable  that  a  correct  diagnosis  might  have  been  arrived  at.  Could 
this  have  been  obtained,  it  seems  probable  that  an  operation  would  have 
given  some  chance  of  life,  as  the  displaced  organs  could  readily  be 
replaced  in  their  natural  condition. 

New  York,  Nov.  10, 1865. 


Snajitd  %tpx\s. 


BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

Two  cases  of  fatal  Hemiplegia^  with  absence  of  lesion  after  death.    By 

Wm.  H.  Draper,  M.  D.,  House  Physician,  Bellevue  Hospital. 

Case  I.  Paralysis  without  Lesion,  John  D.,  aet  85,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  was  admitted  to  the  Hospital,  Sept.  I7th,  with  hemiplegia  of  the 
left  side,  which  came  on  suddenly  during  the  night,  five  days  before. 
For  ^ve  weeks  previous  to  the  attack,  he  had  suffered  from  a  severe 
pain  in  the  right  parietal  region,  and  had  been  treated  in  the  Brooklyn 
City  Hospital  for  rheumatic  pains  in  the  lower  extremities.  He  gave 
the  history  of  syphilis,  and  had  nodes  upon  his  tibiaQ.  His  appearance 
and  condition  on  admission  were  as  follows : — 

There  was  paralysis  of  the  left  side  of  the  body — complete  in  the 
upper  extremity,  and  nearly  so  in  the  lower ;  when  sitting,  he  could 
just  raise  the  heel  of  the  paralyzed  side.  He  walked  with  great  uncer- 
tainty, swinging  the  paralyzed  limb  forward.  There  was  no  rigidity  of 
muscles — no  paralysis  of  sensation — no  marked  difference  in  tempera- 
ture, and  no  reflex  movement.  There  was  slight  paralysis  of  the  left 
side  of  face ;  the  pupils  were  both  moderately  dilated-— the  right  rather 
more  than  the  left ;  ooth  exhibited  diminished  sensibility  to  light.    The 
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tongue  protruded  to  the  left  side,  and  the  speech  was  considerably 
thickened.  The  patient  complained  of  pain  on  the  top  of  right  side  of 
head.  Bowels  had  been  constipated  for  five  or  six  dajs.  Ordered— 
Pulv.  Jalap.  Co. ;  3  j. ;  Emp.  Vesicat.  2  x  ft,  to  nape  of  neck. 

*Sept  18th.  Condition,  the  same  as  above  noted;  no  movement  of 
bowels.  Ordered  an  injection.  5,  P.  M. — Patient  had  an  attack  at  4, 
P.  M.  in  which  he  fell  off  the  bed.  There  seemed  to  have  been  no  con- 
vulsion nor  loss  of  consciousness ;  he  was  unable  to  help  himself  or  to 
call  for  assistance.  He  was  speechless ;  moved  the  limbs  of  right  side 
quite  readily  ;  but  on  being  questioned,  indicated  by  signs  that  the  right 
side  was  much  weaker  than  before ; — he  could  still  clasp  with  his  right 
hand  with  considerable  force.  No  paralysis  of  right  side  of  face.  R^p. 
32,  pulse  88. 

Sept  19th,  0  A.  M.  Patient  had  failed  considerably  during  the  night. 
Pulse  80,  resp.  28,  and  chiefly  abdominal.  He  had  lost  all  power  of  the 
left  side,  and  nearly  all  of  the  right.  Marked  rigidity  of  the  flexor  mus- 
cles of  the  Jeft  upper  extremity,  and  of  the  extensor  muscles  of  the  left 
thigh,  now  existed.  There  was  also  commencing  rigidity  of  the  muscles 
of  the  right  side,  with  well-marked  facial  paralysis.  Pupils  both  widely 
and  equally  dilated,  and  responding  more  promptly  to  stimulus  of  light. 
The  patient  could  not  protrude  his  tongue,  and  had  lost  the  power  of 
deglutition.  He  no  longer  complained  of  pain  in  the  bead ;  was  per- 
fectly conscious,  and  answered  questions  correctly  by  signs :  his  urine, 
which  was  passed  involuntarily,  had  a  spc.  gr.  of  1.023,  a  feebly  acid 
reaction,  precipitated  phosphates  abundantly  by  heat,  and  had  a  consid- 
erable sediment  made  up  of  amorphous  and  crystalline  phosphate  of 
lime.  Ordered  right  parietal  region  to  be  shaved,  and  a  blister,  3  x  2,  to 
be  applied.  No  movement  of  bowels  having  occurred  since  admission, 
appli^  ol.  tiglii,  gtt.  ij.  to  base  of  tongue,  ordering  an  injection  contain- 
ing ol.  terebinth.  §  j.  to  be  given  in  four  hours,  should  the  bowels  not 
move.     Several  copious  discharges  followed  the  injection. 

8,  P.  M.  Patient  was  still  perfectly  conscious,  and  responded  to 
questions  by  signs.  Resp.  60,  pujQ^  and  impeded  by  collections  of  saliva 
and  mucus,  which  he  was  unable  to  swallow  or  expel.  Pulse  92.  Or- 
dered injections  of  milk  punch  every  hour. 

Sept  20th,  12  A.  M.  Patient's  condition  much  the  same ;  he  began 
to  swallow  small  quantities  of  milk  punch. 

7.30,  A.  M.  Resp.  6Q ;  somewhat  easier ;  pulse  116,  and  more  feeble ; 
patient  now  swallowed  with  comparative  ease.  Ordered  blister  to  be 
dressed  with  ung.  hydrarg.  iodid. ;  and  potass,  iodid.,  grs.  x.,  to  be  given 
every  four  hours ;  milk  punch  ad  libitum. 

10,  A.  M.  Patient  evidently  failing,  though  still  perfectly  conscious. 
Rigidity  of  muscles,  both  flexors  and  extensors,  very  marked.  Resp.  48» 
stertorous  and  gurgling.  Pulse  142,  and  very  feeble.  Pupils  rather 
more  contracted,  but  still  sensitive ;  sensation  unimpaired.  No  marked 
change  occurred  after  last  note.  Patient  continued  to  fail  gradually,  and 
died  at  3,  A.  M.  Sept  21st.     He  did  not  die  comatose. 

^tt^o^fy,  nine  hours  post  mortem.  Head:  cranial  bones  healthy ;  no 
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evidence  of  periostosis ;  dura  mater  normal ;  considerable  injection  of 
pia  mater ;  no  abnormai  subarachDoid  effusion ;  no  distension  of  ventri- 
cles.  Substance  of  brain  of  healthy  color  and  consistence.  Careful  sec- 
tion failed  to  detect  any  Extravasations  of  blood.  There  was  some  appa- 
rent softening  of  the  pons  varolii ;  no  other  change  discoverable  by  Uie 
naked  eye.  A  microscopic  examination  of  a  portion  of  the  pons  exhibited 
a  few  granular  corpuscles ;  not,  however,  in  sufficient  number  to  indicate 
inflammatory  softening.  The  nerve  substance  in  the  pons  was  unusually 
friable — the  tubes  breaking  up  into  globules,  very  few  of  them  preserving 
iheir  integrity.  Portions  of  the  corpora  striata  and  cerebellum  were 
examined  microscopically,  but  no  changes  were  detected.  Spinal  Cord 
not  examined. 

Thorax. — Pneumonia  of  moribund  at  bases  of  both  lungs.    Heart 
healthy.    Abdomen^ — Organs  healthy. 

Oasb  II.  James  M.,  a  copper-plater,  sBt  51,  a  native  of  England ; 
admitted  Sept.  20th,  1855.  This  man  was  bom  of  healthy  parents,  and 
until  he  came  to  this  country,  ten  years  ago,  always  enjoyed  robust 
health.  During  this  latter  period  he  has  always  been  intemperate  in  his 
habits,  and  given  to  excesses.  He  has  had  syphilis  in  all  its  forms. 
About  two  weeks  since,  after  moderate  spirituous  indulgence,  he  fell  in 
the  street.  He  says  he  felt  a  peculiar  pnckling  and  tingling  sensation 
in  his  feet  before  he  fell,  and  is  confident  he  was  not  drunk.  His  wife 
was  with  him  when  he  fell,  and  says  that  he  was  completely  unconscious, 
and  remained  so  during  the  night.  In  the  morning  he  was  removed  to 
the  New  York  Hospital,  where  he  remained  four  or  five  days,  recovering 
his  consciousness,  but  unable  to  move  any  part  of  his  body;  he  gradually 
regained  power,  however,  over  the  left  side.  On  admission  to  this  Hos- 
pital, he  was  much  emaciated,  and  very  weak.  There  was  complete 
paralysis  of  the  right  side,  with  flaccidity  of  the  muscles  and  impaired 
sensation.  The  paralysis  involved  the  right  side  of  the  face,  the  tongue 
protruded  to  the  right,  and  there  was  ptosis  of  the  right  eyelid ;  the 
pupils  were  symmetrical  and  sensitive.  He  passed  his  urine  and  fseces 
involuntarily,  and  there  were  large  bed  sores  on  the  sacrum  and  ischia. 
He  was  placed  upon  a  water  bed,  given  the  most  generous  diet,  and 
treated  with  small  doses  of  the  bichloride  of  mercury,  with  syr.  fern 
iodid.  and  tonics.  For  a  time  he  seemed  to  rally,  but  there  was  no 
improvement  in  the  paralysis.  He  sank  gradually,  and  died  Oct.  10th, 
1856.     He  did  not  die  comatose. 

Autopsy.  Head :  No  disease  of  cranial  bones.  Dura  mater  natural 
in  appearance ;  arachnoid  somewhat  opalescent ;  the  ventricles  contain- 
ed about  four  ounces  of  transparent  serum.  Although  the  Vubstance  of 
the  brain  seemed  generally  less  consistent  than  natural,  there  were  no 
points  of  absolute  softening  to  be  detected.  No  microscopical  examina- 
tion made.  Spinal  cord  not  examined.  Thoracic  and  abdominal  organs 
healthy. 

Bemarks. — ^The  above  cases,  though  differing  materially  in  their 
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history,  correspond  in  the  ab«*ence  of  postmortem  appearances  with  two 
cases  occurring  in  the  Hospital  within  the  past  year,  and  reported  in  the 
October  nnml^r  of  this  Journal  by  Dr.  H.  B.  Sands.  The  suddenness  of 
the  attack  in  both  these  cases,  the  loss  of  consciousness  in  one,  and  the 
completeness  of  the  paralysis  in  both,  with  the  common  antecedent  of 
syphilitic  disease,  all  gave  support  to  the  supposition  that  in  both  cases 
some  lesion  would  be  found  post  mortem  to  account  for  the  symptoms. 
In  Case  I ,  it  will  be  observed,  there  was  paralysis  of  motion  alone  ;  in- 
telligence, sense  and  sensation  remained  unimpaired  almost  to  the  mo- 
ment of  death.  This  peculiarity  certainly  justified  the  expectation  of  find- 
ing some  local  disease  in  or  near  the  motor  tracts  within  the  cranium. 
The  tertiary  rheumatism  from  which  the  patient  had  been  suffering,  the 
nodes  upon  the  tibiae,  and  the  persistent  pain  in  the  right  parietal  region, 
pointed  strongly  to  the  probable  existence  of  disease  of  the  cranial  bones 
causing  pressure  upon  the  motor  centers,  or  giving  rise  to  inflammation  of 
the  membranes  in  their  neighborhood.  The  idea  that  local  congestion 
could  have  caused  the  symptoms  in  Case  I.,  apart  from  its  abstract  im- 
probability, seems  hardly  tenable  from  the  fact  that  the  symptoms  were 
too  protracted  for  any  local  congestion  not  to  have  left  some  appreciable 
effects,  some  evidences  of  infiammatory  action  or  of  softening.  Nothing, 
however,  was  found,  unless  the  diminished  consistency  of  the  pons  varolii 
be  r^arded  as  significant;  a  supposition  which  seems  extremely  doubtfal, 
inasmuch  as  there  were  no  microscopic  evidences  of  white  or  inflammatory 
softening. 

Nor  does  Case  I.  correspond  in  all  its  features  with  the  epileptic  hemi- 
plegia described  by  Todd.*  There  ^ere  no  convulsions  or  loss  of  con- 
sciousness preceding  or  following  the  hemiplegia  on  either  side ;  there 
was  no  disposition  to  recovery  except  in  the  temporary  and  partial  resto- 
ration of  the  power  of  deglutition;  there  was  muscular  rigidity  instead  of 
flaccidity,  a  peculiarity  noted  in  all  of  Todd^s  cases  where  the  condition  of 
the  muscular  system  was  observed.  Another  striking  difference  between 
Case  I.  and  the  cases  described  by  Todd  is  found  in  the  postmortem  ap- 
pearances. In  both  his  fatal  cases  there  was  '*  a  general  atrophic  state 
of  the  brain,  with  consequent  increase  of  sub-arachnoid  and  intra-ventri- 
cular  effusion."  And  he  says  further  **  that  he  regrets  that  the  brain  was 
not  examined  microscopically,  as  we  should  probably  have  obtained  more 
decisive  evidence  of  the  exact  nature  of  its  impaired  nutrition."  In 
Case  L  there  were  no  evidences,  general  or  microscopical,  of  an  atro- 
phic state  of  the  brain.  Case  I.  then,  presented  phenomena  which  allied 
it  as  closely  to  the  pj^ralysis  resulting  from  cerebral  lesion  as  to  the 
epileptic  variety  of  hemiplegia,  and  its  diagnosis  in  the  present  state  of 
loiowledge  would  probably  have  been  impossible.  It  was  sugt^ested  by 
one  of  the  attending  physicians,  that  the  paralysis  in  both  these  cases 
had  a  syphilitic  origin;  the  poison  acting  either  by  virtue  of  its  toxic 
properties,  or  indirectly  by  its  effect  upon  the  nutrition  of  the  brain. 
The  existence  of  the  phenomena  of  paralysis  in  connection  with  syphi- 

*  Todd  on  the  Nervous  System.    Leot  XIY. 
Vol.  V.  No.  3.  8 
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lift  has  been  notioed^  we  belieye,  by  Rioord  ;  and  Todd  obseires  that 
**  in  inveBtigating  casea  of  this  kind,  it  is  important  to  inquire  particularly 
into  the  previous  existence  of  syphilis ;  contamination  by  this  poison  bein? 
frequently  at  the  root  of  the  epileptic  condition  and  of  the  cerebral 
disease  which  attends  it,  either  as  cause  or  effect" 

In  the  aboye  remarks,  we  have  confined  ourselves  chiefly  to  those 
suggested  by  Case  I.;  Case  IL  is  unfortunately  too  imperfect  in  the  det«ls 
to  furnish  by  itself  subject  for  remark.  It  is  valuable,  however,  in  its 
connection,  as  furnishing  another  example  of  a  class  of  cases  which  are 
much  more  frequent  than  is  generally  supposed.  Although  cases  of  he- 
miplegia without  postmortem  changes  have  been  recognized  from  an 
early  period,  they  seem  thus  far  to  have  been  ascribed  to  very  inadequate 
and  unsatisfactory  causes.  The  idea  of  local  congestion ,  advanced  by  An- 
dral*  and  concurred  in  by  Bennett^f  appears  unscientific  and  insufiScient 
It  is  hardly  more  reasonable  to  oonceiTe  of  a  local  cerebral  congestion 
causing  paralysis  and  death,  and  leaving  no  appreciable  traces  of  its  exis- 
tence post  mortem,  than  it  would  be  to  ascribe  dyspnoea  and  death  to  a 
pulmonary  congestion  of  which  there  should  be  no  anatomical  evidence. 
The  reference  of  such  cases  to  some  cause  acting  as  a  poison  and 
known  to  interfere  with  the  function  of  nutrition,  seems  far  more  satisfactory. 
The  precise  nature  of  the  changes  eflfected  in  the  nerve  structures  by  the 
syphilitic  and  other  cachexias  has  thus  far,  it  is  true,  eluded  in  many 
cases  the  most  careful  investigation.  The  microscope,  however,  has  done 
much  in  the  detection  of  lesion  undiscoverable  by  other  means ;  and  we 
may  yet  hope  to  obtain  a  clue  to  other  anomalies  which  now  puzzle  and 
confound  the  patholog^t. 


I.    NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 

Anniversary  Meeting^  Now.  7,  1855.  The  eighth  anniversary  meet- 
ing of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  was  held  on  the  7  th  ult  in  the  large 
chapel  of  the  University,  when  a  discourse  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Jobn 
Watson,  on  the  Condition  of  the  Medical  Profession  among  the  AndentM^ 
An  interesting  subject,  which  was  very  ably  handled. 

The  President,  Dr.  J.  W.  Francis,  first  made  a  few  remarks,  stating 
the  objects  and  present  prosperous  condition  of  the  Academy,  imd  then 
introduced  the  orator  of  the  evening,  who,  after  prayer  had  been  offered 
up  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hutton,  proceeded  to  deliver  his  address. 


•  diniqne  M^dioale^  tome  t.  p.  S29. 
f  GUnioal  Lectursi^  p.  148. 
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He  began  by  remarking  that  the  task  that  had  been  put  upon  him 
he  had  come  to  perform,  little  as  he  was  able  to  do  it.  Habits  of  retire- 
ment long  indulged  are  not  easily  ]aid  aside ;  the  occupations  of  the  sick 
room  f^'vor  a  close  and  seuteniious  manner  rather  than  fluency  of  speech. 
It  may  indeed  be  said  that,  in  this  respect,  I  am  on  a  par  with  my  asso- 
ciates. This  is  in  some  degree  true.  Few  of  us  are  known  as  public 
speakers.  Eloquence  gives  spirit  to  the  pulpit,  and  gives  spirit  to  the 
biy: ;  but  the  genius  of  medicine  sits  pensive  and  alone,  her  finger  on  her 
Ijpa,  as  if  admonishing  her  votaries  by  the  example  of  her  own  silence, 
to  bury  deep  within  Uie  recesses  of  their  bosoms  the  disclosures  of  the 
sick-room.     Ours  is  the  silent  profession. 

After  some  observations  on  the  topics  suggested  by  the  preceding 
remarks,  Dr.  W.,  in  entering  on  his  subject  proper,  went  on  to  say  that 
wherever  social  freedom  has  existed  or  tyranny  would  permit,  internal 
organization  and  development  have  been  the  rule  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion. The  art  of  medicine  was  at  present  so  universally  exercised  that 
we  could  hardly  ascertain  that  a  community  ever  existed  in  which  it  was 
overlooked.  Such,  however,  would  appear  to  be  the  fact  There  was 
reason  to  believe  that  among  the  Assyrians  it  was  never  pursued  as  a 
separate  occupation. 

The  Babylonians,  as  we  learned  from  Herodotus,  were  without  phy- 
sicians of  their  own.  According  to  Hindoo  mythology  there  are,  besides 
Bramah,  the  creator,  six  other  gods  skilled  in  medicine.  The  early 
E^ptian  priests  were  a  numerous  and  influential  body,  receiving  for 
their  support  about  one-lhird  of  the  whole  income  of  the  nation.  They 
were,  most  of  them,  skilled  in  medicine,  and  practiced,  as  some  suppose, 
among  the  people.  *^  Here,'^  says  Herodotus,  "  each  physician  applies 
himself  to  one  disease  only,  and  not  more.  All  places  abound  in  phy- 
sicians, some  for  the  eyes,  others  for  the  head,  olhers  for  the  teeth,  and 
others  for  internal  diseases."  These  Egyptian  priests  were  sought  for  by 
the  rulers  of  the  surrounding  nations,  and  sent  there,  sometimes  against 
their  will.  In  Greece,  medicine  seems  to  have  been  cultivated  in  the 
eymnasia,  the  schools  of  philosophy,  and  the  temples  of  ./Esculapius. 
Li  the  school  of  Pythagoras,  at  Crotona,  in  Magna  Grsecia  (now  south- 
em  Italy),  medicine  was  first  cultivated  as  a  branch  of  philosophy.  Of 
the  philosophers  of  this  school,  Demosthenes,  who  was  the  most  emi- 
nent, and  who  lived  about  one  hundred  years  before  Hippocrates,  was 
the  only  one  who  devoted  his  attention  to  medicine  as  an  industrial  art. 
The  temples  of  the  j&culapidse  were  the  first  actual  schools  of  medicine 
in  Greece.  These  institutions  bore  some  resemblance,  in  their  object 
and  management,  to  the  hospitals  of  modern  times. 

Long  before  the  age  of  l^ericles — even  before  the  Persian  war — the 
medical  men  of  Greece  were  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  their  art  at  the 
schools  of  philosophy,  the  exercises  of  the  gymnasium,  or  in  their  jEscu- 
lapidse,  and  were  practicing  as  private  individuals,  at  royal  courts,  or  as 
public  functionaries,  liberally  rewarded,  and  held  in  high  repute. 

With  regard  to  the  policy  and  ethics  of  the  iEaculapids,  we  learn 
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that  the  student  was  formally  bound  to  his  master  by  indenture ;  that 
the  son  of  a  former  master  choosing  to  enter  the  profession,  received  hia 
education  gratuitously;  that  others,  not  thus  considered,  were  expected 
to  pay  for  their  instruction ;  that  the  sons  of  the  .^Escnlapidse  did  not 
necessarily  follow  their  Mhers'  employment ;  and  that  those  who  were 
employed  in  the  temples,  or  in  prirate  practice  elsewhere,  were  simply  a 
fraternity,  in  the  modern  acceptation  of  the  term,  and  not,  as  some  sup- 
pose, an  exclusive  caste  derived  from  one  family ;  that  the  physician  was 
at  liberty  to  follow  his  occupation  when  and  where  he  chose,  but  for 
honorable  purposes  only ;  and  that,  even  at  that  day,  there  were  design- 
ing men  who  were  physicians  only  in  name,  and  who  gave  themselves 
up  to  disreputable  practices,  against  whom  the  regularly  initiated  had 
no  redress,  and  no  other  advantage  than  that  upon  which  they  now 
rely  ; — a  superior  education,  honesty  of  purpose,  devotion  to  their  duty, 
and  the  confidence  of  a  discerning  public.  The  physician  of  Greece  had 
more  at  risk  than  reputation.  By  custom,  if  not  by  written  law,  he  was 
sometimes  responsible  in  person  for  the  cures  he  undertook.  The  usages 
of  the  time  imposed  upon  him  circumspection  as  well  as  forethought ; 
hence  the  injunction  not  to  undertake  the  cure  of  unmanageable  diseases, 
or,  if  he  undertook  them,  to  give  timely  notice  of  the  probable  result. 
This  led  to  the  formation  of  the  science  of  prognostics,  a  path  of  study 
in  which  we  are  still  much  indebted  to  the  labors  of  the  Greeks. 

The  honor  of  rescuing  medicine  from  the  traditionary  lore  of  the 
temples,  is  ascribed  to  Hippocrates.  He  was  born  in  the  year  460  B.  O., 
and  was  consequently  earlier  than  Socrates  and  later  than  Plato.  He 
lived  in  an  age  in  which  flourished  the  greatest  men  of  Greece,  and  waa 
the  first  to  combine  the  medical  knowledge  already  collected  in  the  tem- 
ples, in  a  systematic  form,  and  to  give  it  scientific  value. 

Dr.  W.  gave  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life  of  the  great  master,  and  de- 
scribed at  considerable  detail  the  essential  characteristics  and  diflTerence 
of  the  medical  systems  taught  respectively  in  the  schools  of  Cnidos  and 
Cos,  concluding  with  the  close,  of  the  Hippocratic  era.  The  remainder 
of  the  lecture  ^mmencing  with  the  Alexandrian  era),  he  was  prohibited 
from  reading,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour. 

A  motion  was  subsequently  made  and  passed,  conveying  the  thanks 
of  the  Academy  to  the  lecturer,  requesting  a  copy  of  his  paper  for  pub- 
lication, and  asking  him  to  deliver  the  remaining  portion  at  his  con- 
venience. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


n.   NEW  YORK   PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 
Reportsd  by  £.  Lbe  Jones,  M.D.  Sbcrbtabt. 

Regular  Meeting,  Oct  12th,  1855.— President,  Dr.  Boltok,  in  tho 
chair. 

Dr.  Finnell  exhibited  the  fragments  of  a  calculus  removed  by  the 
operation  of  crushing,  from  the  bladder  of  a  womat,  aged  forty-five  years^ 
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an  inmate  of  St,  Vincent's  HospitaL  She  had  suffered  from  symptoms  of 
stone  in  the  bladder  for  nearly  twenty  years.  The  portions  removed 
weiged  eighty-two  grains — a  small  seed  was  apparently  the  nucleus  of 
the  stone. 

Dr.  Willard  Parker  observed  that  he  had  seen  the  patient.  He  called 
at  the  house  for  the  purpose  of  operating,  but  finding  she  had  no 
coDveniences  ground  her^  advised  her  removal  to  the  Hosnital,  where  ne- 
cessary attention  could  be  secured.  He  examined  her  witn  a  sound,  and 
detected  the  presence  of  stone.  During  the  ^amination,  about  four 
ounces  of  faeces  passed  through  the  urethra. 

Dr.  A.  Clark  remarked,  that  there  was  something  very  curious  about 
these  communications.  They  seemed  formed  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  per- 
mit the  entrance  of  air  and  faeces  into  the  bladder,  but  he  had  never 
known  the  urine  to  pass  into  the  rectum.  He  was  familiar  with  two 
instances — one  of  them  in  a  physician.  He  examined  the  urine  micro- 
scopically, aiid  found  it  to  contain  fseces  and  cryptogamic  plants.  In  this 
case  he  thought  that  the  air  or  nitrogen  gas  might  possibly  have  been 
produced  by  Uiese  plants. 

On  one  occasion,  after  eating  strawberries,  he  passed  with  his  urine 
Bubetances  resembling  the  seeds  of  that  fruit ;  on  minute  examination, 
however,  they  proved  to  be  identical  in  structure. 

Dr.  Markoe  exhibited  a  specimen  of  fracture  of  the  cervix  femoris^ 
taken  from  a  girl  nine  years  old,  brought  into  the  New  York  Hospital, 
with  injuries  received  in  a  fall  from  a  sixth-story  window.  Attention 
was  especially  directed  to  the  left  hip.  The  limb  was  shortened  half  an 
inch — -knee  slightly  flexed,  and  the  toe  inclined  to  remain  everted.  On 
rotation,  the  trochanter  moved  on  a  very  short  radius ;  and  on  drawing 
down  the  limb,  and  making  rotation,  crepitus  was  abundant  and  distinct 
The  point  of  the  trochanter  followed  the  movements  of  the  shaft,  show- 
ing it  not  to  be  detached.  Taken  in  connection  with  the  manner  of  the 
accident,  and  the  age  of  the  patient,  these  symptoms  seemed  to  indicate 
an  extra  capsular  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  fetnur.  It  became  a  mat- 
ter of  some  interest  to  ascertain,  whether  the  case  would  throw  any  light 
upon  the  pathological  law,  most  clearly  elucidated  by  Robert  William 
Smithy  of  Dublin,  that  in  extra  capsular  fracture  of  the  cervix  femoris, 
there  is  always  a  wedge  action  of  the  upper  upon  the  lower  fragment, 
whereby  the  trochanter  is  split  more  or  less  completely  into  several  frag- 
ments.   She  died  the  next  aay,  from  the  injuries  sustained. 

'Postmortem  examination.  On  inspection,  a  fracture  is  observed  just 
external  to  the  capsule,  separating  the  neck  from  the  femur.  The  speci- 
men also  shows  clearly  another  fracture,  separating  the  point  of  the  tro- 
chanter from  the  shaft ;  a  separation,  which,  when  we  look  sidewise  at 
the  specimen,  is  evidently  produced  by  the  wedge  action  alluded  to ;  this, 
however,  was  not  at  first  so  readily  seen,  because  the  aponeurotic  cover- 
ing of  the  bone  was  not  entirely  lacerated,  thus  keeping  the  fragment  in 
connection  with  the  shaft,  and  preventing  this  second  fracture  from  being 
discovered  before  death.     It  is  particularly  interesting  to  observe  that 
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the  separation  has  taken  place  at  the  h'ne  of  janction  of  the  epiphysifl, 
the  upper  fragment  being  in  fact  the  epiphysis,  only  partly  osaified.  It 
is  the  youngest  case  of  fracture  of  the  cervix  femoris  that  he  has  e^er 
observed. 

Dr.  Willard  Parker  presented  a  specimen  of  hypertrophy  of  the  hreast^ 
removed  from  a  woman  forly-eight  years  of  age,  of  good  constitution, 
and  the  mother  of  three  children.  The  tumor  was  first  observed  ten 
years  since ;  it  slowly  increased  without  pain  or  any  uneasiness.  In  five 
years  it  attained  the  sis  of  the  fist,  and  remained  so  until  February  last^ 
when  it  commenced  rapidly  increasing,  being,  however,  still  free  from 
pain,  and  only  inconvenient  from  its  size  and  weight  He  did  not  regard 
it  as  malignant,  but  fearing  it  might  possibly  become  cancerous,  advised 
its  removal.  The  lymphatic  glands  in  its  vicinity  were  not  enlarged. 
The  tumor  weighed  four  pounds.  On  examination  by  the  microscope  by 
Dr.  J.  C.  Dalton,  no  evidence  of  cancer  was  observed.  It  was  princip- 
ally composed  of  the  milk  tubes  in  a  compressed  state,  but  little  fibrinous 
tissue,  and  abundant  amorphous,  granular  matter. 

Dr.  Parker  remarked  it  was  an  uncommon  form  of  disease.  It  waa 
named  lobulated  hypertrophy  of  the  yland,  by  Birkett,  and  chronic  w- 
Jlammation  of  the  breast  by  Cooper.  The  present  is  the  third  case  which 
has  come  under  his  observation,  and  all  had  been  successfully  removed. 
.  Dr.  A.  Clark  remarked  that  the  subject  of  a  change  in  character  from 
a  benign  to  a  malignant  tumor  had  before  received  the  consideration  of 
the  Society,  but  no  facts  had  been  presented  satisfactory  to  his  mind ;  and 
he  would  make  the  inquiry  of  the  surgeons  here  to-night,  whether  any 
of  them  were  familiar  with  an  instance  in  which  a  non-malignant  tumor 
assumed  a  malignant  character  by  change  of  structure. 

Dr.  Metcalfe  remarked  that  instances  are  recorded  by  Syme  of  the  so- 
called  recurrent  fibroid  tumors  which  have  been  removed  when  benign, 
and  in  the  place  of  removal,  after  several  operations,  the  returned  growth 
was  unequivocally  malignant,  became  ulcerated  and  fungoid. 

Dr.  Clark  said  that  tne  fibroid  character  of  tumors  was  too  unsettled  to 
pronounce  on  their  precise  nature.  He  was  in  doubt,  if  degeneration 
ever  occurs,  or,  in  other  words,  if  fibrinous  deposits  become  cancerous. 

Dr.  Parker,  in  reply,  instanced  three  cases  with  which  he  was  familiar. 
One  of  them  at  the  time  he  was  consulted,  nineteen  years  ago,  presented 
points  of  similarity,  in  its  history  and  progress,  to  the  tumor  now  before 
the  Society.  He  advised  the  patient  not  to  interfere  with  the  tumor.  Seven 
years  after,  he  removed  it,  and  it  was  then  pronounced  undoubtedly  can- 
cerous in  character. 

The  discussion  was  continued  some  time  longer,  the  opinions  of 
members  being  generally  favorable  Jo  the  idea  of  degeneration  of  fibrous 
into  cancerous  deposits. 

Dr.  J,  C.  Dalton  presented  a  specimen  of  intestinal  calculi  obtained 
from  a  patient  who  died  of  chronic  dysentery.  For  two  years  he  was  at 
times  subject  to  pain  over  the  region  of  the  liver.  Extensive  ulceration 
of  the  large  intestines  existed.    No  alteration  of  the  mucous  membrane 


1855.]  pToeeedmgB  of  Societies.  99 

of  the  small  intestines  was  observed,  until  about  five  feet  from  the  ileo- 
ccBcal  valve,  where  there  was  a  dilatation.  In  this  pouch  were  four  calculi. 
There  «ras  no  other  contraction,  and  no  inflammation ;  they  present  a  smooth 
Burfacevresembling  cholesterine,  but,  on  being  tested,  did  not  act  like  that 
substance. 

Begular  Meeting^  Oct  24fA. — Dr.  Wm.  Detmold  presented  a  speci- 
men of  strangulated  intestine,  removed  from  a  woman,  a  servant  in  the 
family  of  a  physician.  When  called  to  the  case  in  the  morning,  she  was 
found  in  a  state  of  collapse,  pulseless,  with  cold  extremities.  There  were 
two  tumors  in  the  right  femoral  region ;  one  of  them  he  regarded  as  a  her- 
nia, the  other  as  enlarged  inguinal  glands.  On  inquiry,  he  ascertained 
ahe  had  retired  the  night  previously,  complaining  but  httle,  her  mistress 
supposing  her  menses  were  about  being  re-established,  having  been  sus- 
pended for  twelve  months.  He  was  also  informed  that  her  fellow  ser- 
vant had  for  some  time  refused  to  sleep  with  her  on  account  of  her  exces- 
sive foetid  breath.  She  died  a  few  hours  after.  On  postmortem  exami- 
nation, evidences  of  general  peritonitis  were  observed,  and  the  intestine 
strangulated.  The  smaller  tumor  proved  to  be  a  portion  of  the  gut  sepa- 
rated from  the  larger  mass  by  the  epigastric  artery,  which  would  undoubt- 
edly have  been  divided  in  an  operation.  The  large  intestine  was  contracted 
to  the  size  of  the  little  finger.  Both  ovaries  were  studded  with  corpora 
Intea,  apparently. 

Dr.  Dalton^  after  examining  them,  said  that  they  were  not  corpora 
lutea,  but  enlarged  Graafian  vesicles. 

Dr.  Lewis  Bauer  exhibited  a  specimen  of  cancerous  disease  of  the 
pancreas^  removed  from  a  female,  46  years  of  age.  He  had  seen  the  pa* 
tient  but  twice,  the  first  time,  one  year  and  a  half  since,  together  with  Dr. 
Willard  Parker,  and  consequently  was  but  little  acquainted  with  her  his- 
tory. There  was  at  that  time,  over  the  cardiac  region,  a  pulsating  tumor, 
which  he  (Dr.  6.)  was  inclined  to  regard  as  an  aneurism  of  the  innomi- 
nata,  but  Dr.  Parker  was  rather  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  a  "  cancerous 
mass.**    Taking  food  was  attended  by  a  very  peculiar  sound. 

The  postmortem  examination  revealed  the  tumor  to  be  a  scirrhus  of 
the  pancreas.  In  the  apices  of  the  lungs  were  tubercles,  in  different 
stages  of  advancement  The  heart  was  hypertrophied  on  the  left  side, 
and  surrounded  by  varicose  veins  in  great  abundance.  The  cardiac  ojpen- 
ing  of  the  stomach  was  contracted  by  cancerous  deposit ;  and  the  pyloric 
orifice  also  narrowed.  The  transverse  colon  was  contracted,  and  adherent 
to  the  cancerous  mass.  There  were  two  ovarian  cysts ;  one  was  opened, 
and  the  fluid  was  found  to  contain  albumen  and  blood  discs.  In  the  body 
of  the  uterus  were  two  cancerous  tumors.  The  spleen  was  very  soft — 
liver  rather  atrophied. 

Dr.  /.  (7.  Dalton  presented  a  cancerous  tumor,  which  he  thought  in- 
teresting, as  bearing  upon  the  question  under  discussion  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, viz.  "  the  degeneration  of  benign  into  malignant  growths."  It  was 
removed  by  Dr.  Willard  Parker,  on  Monday,  from  a  female,  eighteen 
years  old.  The  mother  stated  that  it  had  existed  f^om  birth.  It  was  situated 


100  Proceedings  of  Societies.  [Dec, 

upon  the  back,  in  a  median  line,  between  the  scapulae.  It  remained  quiet 
for  eleven  years,- when  it  enlarged,  but  caused  no  trouble.  About  six 
months  ago  it  became  painful,  and  rapidly  increased  in  size,  especially 
during  the  latter  period  of  utero-gestation.  When  first  seen  by  Dr.  D. 
some  weeks  before  removal,  the  tumor  was  movable,  and  skin  purplish. 
Some  time  after,  she  accidentally  struck  it  against  a  chair — it  soon  ulce- 
rated, the  edges  being  everted.  On  inspection,  in  the  center  is  a  cavity, 
caused  by  a  slough.  The  margin  is  everted.  In  portions  taken  from  the 
everted  edges  of  the  tumor,  no  cancer  was  detected  on  being  placed  under 
the  microscope  ;  in  its  deeper  portions,  the  mass  looks  malignant  to  the 
eye,  and  on  being  subjected  to  the  microscope,  gave  undoubted  evidence 
of  its  cancerous  character.    . 

Dr.  Clark  regards  the  specimen  as  interesting,  but  of  no  value  whatever 
as  to  the  question  of  the  degeneration  of  fibrous  tumors,  inasmuch  as  tu- 
mors which  we  call  cancerous,  do  remain  dormant  for  many  years. 

Dr.  Bolton  thought  the  clinical  history  of  the  tumor  pointed  to  its 
not  being  malignant  at  first,  and  as  such  bearing  upon  the  subject 

Dr.  jDalton  next  exhibited  under  the  microscope  a  specimen  of  Por^ 
rigo  favosa.  He  received  it  trom  a  physician,  who  was  called  to  see  a 
female  patient  having  bilious  colic.  She  also  had  an  eruption  on  the 
upper  eyelid,  and  nowhere  else.  On  inquiry,  it  seemed  there  were  in  the 
house  two  cats  covered  with  spots  ofporrigo, — one  of  them  having  it  lon- 
ger than  the  patient.  On  placing  a  portion  of  it  under  the  microscope, 
the  achorion  schonleini  was  observed.  It  is  composed  of  filaments 
and  spores.  In  the  portion  taken  from  the  patient,  but  few  filaments 
exist,  out  spores  in  considerable  number;  in  the  crust  from  the  cat,  fila- 
ments in  abundance  are  seen. 

Dr.  T,  0,  Finnell  presented  an  Uterus^  obtained  from  a  patient  who 
died  of  puerperal  convulsions  occurring  after  delivery.  She  was  attended 
by  a  midwife,  who  attempted  to  apply  the  forceps,  but  failed.  A  physi- 
cian was  then  called,  who  applied  the  same  instruments  and  delivered  her 
of  a  dead  child.  Soon  after  an  arm  presented ;  he  turned  and  brought 
away  another  dead  child.  She  died  the  next  day  of  convulsions.  Nothing 
special  was  observed  at  the  autopsy,  except  congestion  of  the  kidneys. 

Dr.  Sayre  remarked  that  he  recently  attended  a  woman  in  labor — 
convulsions  followed  delivery,  and  were  entirely  arrested  by  chloroform. 
The  urine  contained  a  lare^e  amount  of  urea. 

Dr.  Schilling  observed  that  he  was  the  physician  in  attendance,  in 
the  case  mentioned  by  Dr.  Finnell ;  that  convulsions  occurred  before  de- 
livery, and  were  arrested  by  use  of  chloroform.  The  urine  contained 
albumen. 

Dr.  Clark  remarked,  that  he  had  recently  administered  chloroform 
in  two  instances  of  convulsions,  with  great  satisfaction,  in  acute  hydroce- 
phalus. A  moderate  and  careful  use  of  it  quieted  the  children.  Also  in 
convulsions  of  typhus  fever,  an  uncommon  complication,  the  object  being 
not  to  induce  coma,  but  simply  mere  quiescence.  He  had  also  used  it 
with  considerable  advantage  in  convulsions  arising  from  various  causes, 
in  delirium  tremens,  and  in  erysipelas  of  the  head. 
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Dr.  Finnell  next  presented  an  instance  of  dilatation  of  the  stomacli, 
with  atrophy  of  its  ooats.  It  contained  one  hundred  and  forty-three 
ounces.    History  unknown. 

Dr.  Me  Cready  presented  the  intestines  of  a  man  received  into  Belle- 
Tue  Hospital,  in  a  debilitated  condition  from  the  effect  of  drinking,  and 
an  obstinate  diarrhoea.  He  seemed  to  progress  favorably  until  symptoms 
of  peritonitis  appeared,  under  which  he  sank.  The  postmortem  revealed 
evidences  of  peritoneal  inflammation,  and  considerable  ulceration  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  lar^  intestines.  In  the  liver  there  existed  an 
abscess,  containing  about  a  pint  of  pus. 

Dr.  Clark  remarked  that  the  thinness  of  the  walls  of  the  abscess  towards 
the  diaphragm  was  remarkable — the  abscess  was  old,  and  was  evidently 
forcing  its  way  up  to  the  diaphragm  onward,  to  be  expectorated  through 
the  bronchial  tubes,  when  the  inflammation  caught  him  (as  it  were)  at  a 
time  when  there  existed  an  inflammatory  diathesis,  and  from  that  point  it 
spread  over  the  whole  liver.     From  this  he  inferred  the  peritonitis  arose. 

Dr.  A.  0.  Post  presented  a  subcutaneous  neuromatous  tumor,  re- 
moved from  the  anterior  tibial  surface.  It  had  been  growing  about  four 
years.  Microscopic  examination'shovrs  it  to  be  composed  of  fibrous  tissue ; 
no  nerve  fibers  visible. 

Dr.  Olark  observed,  that  he  did  not  regard  these  as  nerve  tumors,  bnt 
hypertrophy  of  the  neurilemma ;  a  fibrous  tumor  growing  on  the  sheath 
of  the  nerve,  which  is  spread  out  and  displaced,  and  seems  as  if  lost  in 
the  tumor. 

Dr.  Detmold  desired  to  make  an  additional  statement  in  reference  to 
the  case  of  tumors  over  the  surface  of  the  body,  presented  a  few  evenings 
since.  The  patient  has  since  died,  and  the  tumors  were  found  to  be  car- 
cinomatous. 
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New  York  State  Medical  Directory, — ^We  have  received  the  prospectus  of  a 
work  with  this  title,  to  be  published  by  Drs.  Bellamy  &  Taber,  at  Aubura,  intend- 
ed to  contain  a  Ibt  of  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  State,  their  legal  qaalifiea* 
tions,  attainments,  &c,  alphabetically  arranged  in  two  classes ;  known  and  vn« 
known.  Among  the  choice  matter  which  it  is  to  contain  will  be  *'  the  distinc- 
tions of  medical  qualifications  of  the  Old  School,  Homceopathic,  Eclectic,  and 
Botanic  platforms,*'  *^  notices  of  the  various  schools  of  medicine  and  surgery, 
their  professors,  hospitals,  asylums,  ^&c.,  with  their  physicians,  salaries,  duties,'^ 
dtc,  &c.  Annexed  to  the  **  Prospectus  '^  is  a  table  of  **  qualifications,**  which  is 
to  be  filled  up  by  each  practitioner  who  receives  a  copy,  and  sent  back  to  the 
proprietors,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the  wish  that  he  will  state  if  he  is"  homoeopa- 
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tbie,  eoleetic,  botanic,  or  hydropathio  f  and  at  the  dose  of  it,a  reqiieat  to  Bigo 
aa  obligation  to  fay  one  doUar  for  the  booli  is  which  he  is  to  enjoy  the  honor 
of  having  his  name  and  titles  thus  immortalized. 

We  hare  not  often  met  with  a  more  complete  trap  for  the  respectable  por- 
tion of  the  profession  than  this,  and  cannot  bat  wonder  that  two  physicians  of 
high  standing  in  other  parts  of  our  State,  should  have  lent  the  sanction  of  their 
names  to  such  a  barefaced  attempt  to  destroy  the  disUnetion  between  the  em- 
piric and  the  regular  practitioner,  aa  would  most  effectually  be  done  by  hsTing 
their  names  thus  bound  up,  in  the  same  voluse,  to  be  aeot  forth  aa  a  *^  New 
York  State  Medical  DSrectory."  * 

The  pfoprietora  diackioi  all  orfginality  fai  their  undertaking,  and  point  to 
the  "*  London  and  Provincial  Directory,**  aa  their  prototype  and  model,  a  work 
which  has  been  repudiated  by  the  more  respectable  portion  of  the  Bridnh  profes- 
sion, and  has  been  the  subject  of  much  marked  criticism  and  ridicule,  and  which 
gome  practitioners  of  high  standing  have  apologized  for  having  been  innocently 
betrayed  into  countenancing.  The  proprietors  of  this  Auburn  imitation  ex- 
pect every  individual  to  atate  fully  hia  legal  qualifications  in  accordance  with 
his  credentials,  over  his  own  signature.  If  the  returns  do  not  agree  with  re- 
cords obtained  elsewhere,  they  will  be  sent  back  for  ccmection.  They  profess 
to  **  plead,  defend,  and  uphold  the  cause  of  the  protesion,**  and  ask  for  their 
co-operation.  Any  practitioner  who  neglects  or  refases  to  answer  the  queries 
in  the  circular  sent,  will  have  his  name  entered  among  those  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  book  whose  "qualifications"  are  unknown  to  the  proprietors.  We 
know  not  on  which  of  the  "platforms'*  Drs.  Bellamy  &  Taber  stand ;  but  we 
feel  that  the  profession,  as  a  whole  should  acknowledge  but  one  basis,  that  of 
sound  rational  medicine,  purged  of  all  the  absurdities,  pathiea,  and  isms, 
with  which  pretenders  would  incumber  it,  a  basis  recognized  by  the  great 
body  of  them,  the  basis  of  our  great  national  gatherings  as  well  aa  of  our 
associations  at  home,  whether  for  social  purposes  or  for  professional  improve- 
ment The  line  of  demarcation  is  sufficiently  distinct  Those  who  will,  can 
always  recognize  it ;  and  those  who  do  not  wish  to,  always  find  their  own'  place 
beyond  its  limits ;  and  we  trust  that  Drs.  B.  &,  T.  will  meet  with  no  encour- 
agement in  such  an  attempt  to  bring  together  what  reason  and  common  sense 
agree  in  separating  so  far  from  each  other.  We  should  be  glad  to  see  a  Med- 
ical Directory  of  oar  State,  but  ahould  wiah  it  to  conuin  the  true  profession^ 
and  that  alone.  We  have  no  desire  to  possess  a  list  of  the  names  of  those 
who  are  indakring  in  all  sorts  of  vagaries,  and  perhaps  fattening  upon  them, 
much  less  to  have  our  name  between  the  same  covera,  and  perhaps  in  immedi- 
ate juxtaposition  with  th^ra.  We  should  have  considered  the  enterpriae  un- 
worthy of  notice,  did  not  the  prospectus  contain  the  indorsement  of  the  two 
physicians  before  alluded  to. 
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Card  of  the  Committee  on  Prize  Essays  of  the  American  Medical 
Association, 

At  a  meeting^  of  the  American  Medical  Asaociation,  held  in  Phila- 
delphia, May,  18'5&,  the  undersigned  were  ap|}ointed  a  Committee  to 
receive  voluntaiy  communications  on  medical  suhjeots,  and  award  prizes 
in  accordance  with  the  reguladons  of  that  body. 

Each  communication  intended  to  compete  for  a  prize,  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet  containing  the  name  of  the  author,  and 
marked  jexteriorly  by  a  sentence  or  motto  corresponding  with  one  upon 
the  essay;  which  packet  will  not  be  opened  unkss  the  essay  belonging 
to  it  has  a  prize  awarded. 

All  such  communications  must  be  addressed  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  before  March  20th,  18G6. 

A.  B.  PALMER,  M.  D.,  (Chairman,)  S.  DENTON,  M.  D., 

A.  E.  TERRY,  M.  D„  A.  8AGER,  M.  D., 

S.  H.  DOUGLASS,  M.  D.,  C.  L.  FORD,  M.  D., 

E.  ANDREWS,  M.D, 


l^ihlingrapljiral  'Mim. 

Clinical  Lectures  on  Paralysis^  Diseases  of  the  Brain,  and  other  affec- 
tions of  the  Nervous  System.  By  Robert  Bentley  Todd,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S., 
Physician  to  King's  College  Hospital.  Philadelphia:  Lindsay  & 
Blakiston,  1855  :  pp.  311» 

Dr.  Todd  is  well-known  as  one  of  the  most  successful  clinical  teachers 
of  the  day  in  London,  and  has  contributed  much  to  this  branch  of  medical 
education  within  a  few  years  past.  The  Lectures  with  which  he  has 
now  favored  us  were  delivered  during  the  last  ten  years,  at  different  times, 
at  King's  College  Hospital,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  physicians.  A  part 
of  them  has  already  appeared  in  one  of  the  London  medical  journals ;  the 
remainder  are  now  for  the  first  time  published.  They  are  fifteen  in  num- 
ber, and  treat  of  certain  of  the  most  important  forms  of  affections  of  the 
nervous  fiystem ;  and  are  founded  upon,  and  abundantly  illustrated  by  cases 
which  presented  themselves  at  the  Hospital,  and  hence  are  truly  what  their 
name  purports,  Clinical  Lectures, 

Afte^  some  general  remarks  on  paralysis  in  the  first  lecture,  he  gives 
a  case  of  this  affection  from  the  poison  of  lead ;  and  of  another  from  pres- 
sure on  a  vein  by  improper  bandaging,  in  a  case  of  fractured  clavicle ;  and 
one  also  of  hysterical  hemiplegia.  In  paralysis  by  lead,  Dr.  T.  often  gives 
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the  iodide  of  potassium,  as  recommended  bj  Melsens,  and  combines  it 
with  the  citrate  of  iron ;  and  has  found  great  benefit  from  the  use  of  the 
sulphur-bath,  made  by  dissolving  from  two  to  four  ounces  of  sulphuret 
of  potassium  in  twenty  to  thirty  gallons  of  water.  He  is  also  partial  to 
the  use  of  galvanism  in  this  affection,  but  cautions  against  continuing 
its  application  too  long  each  time.  He  thinks  that  half  an  hour  each 
day,  or  still  better,  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  at  three  different  periods  of  the 
day,  will  be  found  quite  sufficient  Strict  cleanliness,  friction,  exercise, 
puTQ  air,  and  good  sustaining  food,  are  also  important. 

The  next  fourteen  lectures  are  devoted  mostly  to  remarks  on  paraly* 
flis  dependent  upon  lesion  of  the  brain,  and  different  forms  of  hemiplegia. 
Dr.  T.  directs  attention  particularly  to  the  varied  conditions  in  which  the 
muscles  of  paralyzed  limbs  are  found  in  different  cases ;  from  which  he 
thinks  that  practical  inferences  of  great  value  in  treatment  mny  be  de- 
duced. He  also  directs  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  paralytic  limbs 
are  affected  by  the  stimulus  of  electricity.  The  conclusions  to  which  he 
has  arrived  upon  this  subject  are,  that  ^  when  the  paralyzed  limbs  exhibit 
an  early  spastic  or  rigid  state  of  the  muscles,  they  will  be  more  ex- 
citable by  electricity  than  the  sound  limbs ;  but  if  the  paralysis  be  ac^ 
companied  by  a  state  of  complete  resolution  of  the  muscles,  the  sound 
limb  is  most  excitable  by  the  galvanic  stimulus,  and  the  paralyzed  limb 
is  sometimes  scarcely  at  all  to  be  excited.'^  «  •  *  u  jf  ^^  paralyzing 
lesion  be  irritative,  the  paralytic  limb  will  be  more  excitable  by  the  gaf 
▼anic  stimulus ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  be  depressing,  the  paralytic 
limb  will  be  less  excitable,  and  thus  this  difference  in  the  effect  of  elec- 
tricity on  the  two  limbs  may  serve  to  ^ide  us  in  our  diagnosis  ;  and  we 
may  conclude  that  the  lesion  is  irritative  or  depressing,  according  as  the 
paralytic  limb  is  more  or  less  excitable  by  the  galvanic  stimulus."  (p.  43-4.) 

Dr.  Todd  makes  six  varieties  of  hemiplegia,  of  all  of  which  he  gives 
cases  in  illustration  :  1.  Cerebral  hemiplegia,  which  is  the  typical  hemi- 
plegia of  diseased  brain,  that  is,  a  brain  affected  with  some  distinct  and 
special  lesion,  such  as  an  apoplectic  clot,  a  softening  involving  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  center  of  volition,  or  a  tumor  in  this  center,  or  com- 
pressing it ;  2.  Spinal  hemiplegia,  caused  by  a  lesion  involving  one-half 
of  the  spinal  cord,  just  below  the  decussation  of  the  pyramids ;  3.  Epilep- 
tic hemiplegia,  in  which  the  paralyzing  lesion  is  generally  transient ;  4. 
Choreic  hemiplegia,  following,  and  sometimes,  although  rarely,  prececUng 
chorea;  5.  Hysterical  hemiplegia;  6.  PertpAera^ hemiplegia,  creeping, 
as  it  were,  from  periphery  to  center. 

He  arranges  cases  of  cerebral  hemiplegia  in  three  classes,  according 
to  the  state  of  the  muscles  of  the  palsied  limbs ;  1st.  class,  in  which  the 
muscles  of  the  affected  limbs  are  completely  relaxed  ;  2d.  that  in  which 
they  exhibit  a  certain  amount  of  rigidity,  which  rigidity  has  existed  from 
the  moment  of  or  soon  after  the  attack  ;  3d  class,  that  in  which  the  rigid- 
ity is  a  late  phenomenon,  not  occurring  until  some  tim£  after  the  para- 
lytic seizure.  He  makes  this  division  the  basis  of  arrangement  for  clin- 
ical observation. 


1855.]  BibliographiccA  NoticeB,  105^ 

The  first  fonn  of  cerebral  hemiplegia,  that  with  relaxed  and  flaccid 
muscles,  occurs  in  two  ways, — first,  without  loss  of  consciousness  ;  and 
2dly,  along  with  more  or  less  coma.  The  first  of  these  Dr.  T.  calls  simple 
hemiplegia.  The  lesion  which  gives  rise  to  this  form  of  paralysis  is  "  white 
softening,'*  that  is,  softeuing  of  the  brain  substance  without  discoloration, 
in  which  the  cerebral  matter  is  so  soft  as  to  be  broken  up  by  a  gentle 
stream  of  water  poured  upon  it,  and  sometimes  becoming  of  a  creamy 
consistence.  He  supposes  the  suddenness  of  the  attack  to  be  due  to  the 
rupture  of  the  softened 'fibers.  This  is  the  most  favorable  of  the  forms  of 
cerebral  hemiplegia.  In  the  2d  variety  of  the  first  class  of  cerebral  hemi- 
plegia with  relaxed  muscles,  the  attack  is  also  very  sudden,  and  there 
IS  more  or  less  coma  soon  after  or  simultaneously  with  the  paralysis. 
Tliis  variety  is  of  a  more  serious  nature,  and  may  terminate  in  one  of  four 
ways  :  1st,  it  may  end  in  death,  and  that  too,  pretty  rapidly ;  2d,  it  may 
terminate  in  permanent  paralysis,  the  paralyzed  muscles  remaining  relax- 
ed ;  3d.  partial  recovery  of  the  paralysis  may  occur,  the  paralyzed  mus- 
cles becoming  wasted,  and  passing  into  a  state  of  rigidity ;  and  lastly, 
complete  recovery  may  take  place,  (p.  144.) 

This  variety  of  paralysis  is  also  owing  to  softening  of  the  cerebral  sub- 
stance of  the  same  nature  as  the  other,  with  or  without  clot.  These  va- 
rieties seem  to  result  from  defective  circulation  through  the  brain,  and 
enfeebled  nutrition  of  the  cerebral  matter. 

In  the  treatment  of  these  varieties,  the  patient  should  be  kept  strictly 
in  a  horizontal  position,  and  the  mind  kept  as  tranquil  as  possible,  and 
the  bowels  should  be  cleared  by  an  enema,  or  by  croton  oil  or  calomel. 
Bleeding  is  rarely  indicated.  Dr.  T.  says  that  'Mn  cases  of  white  softening, 
with  or  without  haemorrhage,  you  are  less  liable  to  err  by  omitting  than  by 
adopting  the  practice  of  bleeding."  For  the  restoration  of  naralyzed  limbs 
to  their  normal  condition.  Dr.  T.  says  that  he  knows  of  nothing  more  decid- 
edly beneficial  than  a  regular  system  of  exercise,  active  when  the  patient  is 
capable  of  it,  passive  if  otherwise.  His  experience  is  that  electricity  re- 
quires to  be  used  wilh  much  caution,  and  that  strychnia  is  very  apt  to  do 
mischief,  and  never  does  good.  Frictions,  or  cold  bath,  or  shampooing, 
sometimes  do  good  by  improving  the  general  nutrition  of  the  nerves  and 
muscles. 

In  the  first  form  of  hemiplegia,  with  early  rigidity  of  the  paralyzed 
muscles,  in  which  the  rigidity  is  slight  and  limited,  the  paralysis  is  gene- 
rally dependent  on  a  clot  which  has  lacerated  the  brain,  and  which  is 
frequently  preceded  by  white  softening.  The  second  form,  in  which  the 
rigidity  is  considerable,  and  sometimes  tetanic,  is  owing  to  a  more  deci- 
dedly irritative  lesion  of  the  brain,  or  of  its  membranes,  which  is  often 
inflammatory. 

Hemiplegia  with  hie  rigidity  of  muscles,  may  follow  hemiplegia  with 
relaxed  muscles,  as  well  as  that  with  early  rigid  muscles,  and  is  owing 
to  the  more  or  less  perfect  attempt  at  cicatrization  at  the  seat  of  the 
original  lesion,  whether  it  be  simply  a  white  softening,  or  an  apoplectic 
clot,  or  a  red  softening  with  more  or  less  destruction  of  the  brain-sub- 
stance.   The  rigidity  is  greater  in  this,  as  in  the  other  variety,  in  the 
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upper  than  in  the  lower  extremity,  indioatiiiff  that  the  irritation  is 
propagated  from  the  brain  to  the  spinal  cord,  ui  these  cases,  there  are  no 
means  which  will  effectually  cheolc  this  tendency  to  contraction.  It  is 
analogous  to  that  attendant  upon  stricture  of  the  nrethra^  or  that  of  the 
cicatrix  of  a  wound. 

With  regard  to  the  common  idea  that  hypertrophy  of  the  heart  giv^es 
rise  to  apoplexy,  by  sending  the  blood  with  an  undue  impulse  to  the 
head»  Dr.  T.  remarks,  that  *'*'  the  apoplexy  is,  in  fact,  due  to  the  diseased 
state  of  the  arteries,  which  renders  their  walls  an  inadequate  support  to 
their  contents,  and  to  the  diseased  state  of  the  brain,  which  imperfectly 
supports  the  arteries.'^  He  says  that  a  vast  number  of  the  cases  of  apo- 
plexy which  occur  after  the  age  of  fifty  are  of  this  kind — a  fact  which 
nas  an  obvious  and  important  bearing  upon  the  question  of  treatment^ 
and  to  which  special  attention  should  be  paid.  It  shows  that  a  depleting 
system  ought  not  to  be  pursued  iadiscriminately,  or  even  generally,  in 
apoplectic  cases.  He  sums  up  some  very  judicious  remarks  on  this 
subject  as  follows :  "  On  the  whole,  then,  I  think  that  the  results  of 
experience  denote  that  the  majority  of  cases  of  apoplexy  are  best  treated 
by  purging,  shaving  the  head  and  keeping  it  cool — perhaps  blistering ; 
and  that  bleeding  is  rarely  applicable,  except  to  the  young,  vigorous, 
strong,  and  plethoric."  (p.  98.) 

Three  cases  of  peripheral  hemiplegia  are  given — a  new  form  of  disease, 
of  which  the  pathology  is  very  obscure ;  and  several  cases  of  hysterical 
hemiplegia,  the  existence  of  which  is  denied  by  some.  The  character- 
istics of  hysterical  hemiplegia  are  a  peculiar  mode  of  progression  as 
regards  the  lower  limb,  in  which  the  pati^ent  drags  the  palsied  limb  after 
her,  as  if  it  were  a  piece  of  inanimate  matter,  wiuiout  any  circumduction, 
nor  any  effort  to  lift  it  from  the  ground  ;  and  the  absence  of  face  and 
tongue  palsy;  and  also  the  absence  of  reflex  actions.  The  diagnosis 
depends  upon  the  character  of  the  paralysis,  upon  the  absence  of  signs 
of  lesion  of  the  nervous  centers^  and  the  existence  of  the  hysterical 
diathesis. 

Epileptic  hemiplegia  is  next  discussed  at  some  length,  and  illustrated 
by  several  well-marked  cases.  Dr.  T.  says  there  is  no  good  reason  for 
supposing  that  the  brain  is  subjected  to  compression  in  attacks  of 
epilepsy,  either  in  whole  or  part^  though  effusion  of  blood  may  some- 
times/o//ot0  them.  He  thinks  that  many  of  the  epileptic  seizures  which 
take  place  only  or  chiefly  in  the  night  or  during  sleep,  in  elderly  persons, 
have  some  intimate  connection  with  a  vitiated  condition  of  heart — ^an 
altered  nutrition  of  its  muscles  rather  than  of  its  valves. 

In  choreic  hemiplegia,  the  face  is  often  not  affected,  or  if  affected, 
only  slightly  so ;  there  is  no  paralysis  of  the  tongue,  but  more  or  less 
of  the  peculiar  mode  of  protrusion  which  characterizes  chorea ;  and  the 
paralyzed  limbs  will  exhibit,  even  in  a  very  slight  degree,  the  choreic 
movements.  It  is  liable  to  be  confounded  with  the  form  of  hemiplegia 
which  sometimes  occurs  in  children  with  tubercular  disease  of  the  brain. 

In  an  interesting  and  instructive  lecture  on  disease  of  the  dura 
mater  and  periostitis,  caused  by  syphilis,  he  shows  the  importance  of 
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the  diagnosis  of  socli  cases,  and  the  valne  of  iodide  of  potassium  in  their 
treatmenL  This  is  followed  by  one  on  a  case  of  acute  idiopathic 
trismus,  with  valuable  practical  remarks  on  tetanus,  to  which  we  can 
only  allude.  We  next  have  a  lecture  on  some  cases  of  chorea,  illustra- 
ting the  characteristics  of  that  disease,  its  connection  with  rheumatic 
fever,  with  remarks  on  its  pathology,  prognosis,  and  treatment,  the 
whole  concluding  with  a  lecture  on  local  hysteria  and  catalepsy ;  but 
we  have  dwelt  so  much  upon  the  former  part  of  the  book,  and  the 
diseases  which  are  more  serious  in  their  character,  that  we  must  omit 
much  of  practical  value  which  we  might  transfer  to  our  pages  respecting 
themu  We  take  pleasure  in  recommending  these  lectures  of  Dr.  Todd 
to  the  profession,  certain,  as  we  are,  that  they  deserve  a  place  in  the 
library  of  every  practitioner,  and  may  be  consulted  with  great  advantage 
for  the  aid  which  they  afford  in  both  the  diagnosis  and  Uie  treatment  of 
an  obscure,  and,  unfortunately,  too  of);en  unmanageable  class  of  dis- 


The  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  Instituted  1 847. 
Vol.  Vni.  Philadelphia :  Printed  for  the  Association  by  T.  K.  h 
P.  G.  Collins,  1865,  pp.  763. 

The  annual  contribution  of  the  Association  comes  to  us  this  year  in 
the  shape  of  a  well-printed  octavo  of  nearly  eight  hundred  pages,  ex- 
ceeding the  size  of  that  of  last  year  by  nearly  one  hundred  pages,  and 
coming  to  hand  at  about  the  same  time  as  that.  The  contents  consist, 
first  in  order,  of  the  minutes  of  the  eighth  annual  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, Beports  of  the  Committee  of  Publication  and  Treasurer,  and 
Address  of  Dr.  Charles  A.  Pope,  the  late  President  of  the  Association. 
Following  these  is  a  Report  on  the  Diseases  of  Missouri  and  lowa^  by 
the  Committee  of  which  Dr.  Reybum,  of  St.  Louis,  was  Chainnan,  extend- 
ing over  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  pages,  and  occupying  nearly  one- 
third  of  the  volume.  The  next  papers  in  order  are  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  ffygrometrieal  state  of  the  Atmosphere  in  varions 
localities,  and  its  Influence  on  Healthy  by  Dr.  S.  6.  Hunt,  of  Buffalo, 
New  York ;  Deformities  after  Fractures,  by  Dr.  F.  H.  Hamilton,  of  the 
same  place ;  Report  on  the  Diet  of  the  Sick,  by  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  of 
New  Haven,  Conn. ;  and  the  Pathology,  Causes,  Symptoms,  and  Treat' 
ment  of  Scrofula,  by  Wm.  H.  Byford,  of  Evansville,  Indiana.  Following 
these  are  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  means  of  preserving  Milk, 
and  an  the  influence  of  Pregnancy  and  Menstruation  on  the  composition 
and  nutritive  qualities  of  that  fluid,  by  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago, 
Illinois ;  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Dysentery  ;  the  Effects  of  Alcoholic 
Liquors  in  Health  and  Disease,  by  Dr.  K.  D.  Mussey ;  and  a  sketch  of 
the  Caustic  Pulverizer,  by  Dr.  R.  H.  Thomas.  We  have  then  the  Prize 
Essay,  by  Dr.  J.  D.  Trask,  on  the  Statistics  of  Placenta  Previa,  of  neatly 
a  hundred  pages  in  length.  The  Plan  of  Organization  of  the  Associa- 
tion, with  a  list  of  Resolutions  adopted  at  its  different  meetings,  and 
references  to  the  meetings  at  which  they  were  passed  and  the  volume  of 
the  Transactions  in  which  each  may  be  found,  which  constitute  a  part 
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6f  the  Regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Association,  is  appended ; 
and  also  an  account  of  the  reception  of  the  members  at  Independence 
Hall,  at  the  meeting  in  Philadelphia  in  May  last,  with  the  very  appro- 
priate Address  of  Dr.  Isaac  Hays  of  that  city,  and  the  eloauent  reply  of 
Mayor  Conrad ;  and  the  volume  closes  with  a  list  of  the  Officers  of  the 
Association  for  1855,  and  of  the  permanent  members. 

Our  limits  permit  but  little  more  than  an  enumeration  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  volume.  Several  papers  have  cost  their  authors  much  labor, 
and  evince  great  research.  That  by  Dr.  Hamilton  on  Deformities  after 
Fractures^  throws  much  light  on  the  true  prognosis  of  fractures,  and 
shows,  as  he  says,  that  in  no  part  of  the  world  *'has  the  art  of  treating 
fractures  attained  that  degree  of  perfection  which  surgeons  have  almost 
universally  claimed  for  it.**  The  paper  of  Dr.  Hooker,  on  the  IHet 
of  the  Sick^  contains  much  which  we  think  will  prove  new  to  the 
profession,  and  some  that  is  at  variance  with  the  practice  of  the  majority. 
Many  of  the  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  diet  of  invalids  are  valuable, 
and  will  find  a  response  in  the  judgment  of  the  profession,  if  they  do 
not  correspond  with  their  experience.  The  connection  between  aversion 
to  the  use  of  fat  meat  and  liability  to  phthisis  we  do  not  remember  to 
have  seen  insisted  upon  before.  Dr.  H.  says,  ''The  presumption  will 
commonly  hold  true,  that  a  person  who  habitually  avoids  fat  meat  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  will  die  of  phthisis  before  forty-five."  We  have 
been  mterested  in  perusing  the  paper  of  Dr.  H.,  and  regret  that  we  are 
unable  to  quote  more  of  his  views  and  experience  connected  with  a  sub- 
ject to  which  he  has  evidently  devoted  no  little  attention.  Dr.  Hunt 
has  contributed  a  valuable  paper  on  a  comparatively  new  subject,  which 
we  trust  will  lead  to  continued  investigations  and  obiservations.  The 
value  of  the  essay  by  Dr.  Trask,  entitled  the  Statistics  of  Placenta  Pre- 
via^ is  sufficiently  evinced  by  the  fact  that  it  bore  off  the  palm  among 
the  competitors  for  the  prize  offered  by  the  Association.  We  should  be 
glad  to  be  able  to  give  a  resume  of  the  practical  inferences  deduced 
by  Dr.  T.  from  his  laborious  researches,  but  must  bring  our  notice  to 
a  close. 

[Notices  of  other  works  deferred  to  next  number,  for  want  of  room.] 
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Medical  Lexicon  of  Modem  Terminology :  being  a  complete  vocabu- 
lary of  definitions,  including  all  the  technical  terms  employed  by 
writers  and  teachers  of  Medical  Science  at  the  present  day,  and  com- 
prising several  hundreds  of  words  not  found  in  any  other  dictionary. 
Designed  for  the  use  of  students  and  practitioners.  Third  edition: 
By  D.  Meredith  Reese,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Resid.  Physic,  of  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital, jr.  Y.,  Editor  of  Cooper's  Surgical  Dictionary,  &c.  New  York  : 
S.  S.  &  W.  Wood,  261  Peari  St.,  1855.,  pp.  233. 
The  title  of  this  little  volume  indicates  its  object;  the  fact  that  it 

has  reached  a  third  edition,  shows  that  it  is  found  to  answer  this  object. 

It  is  a  book  which  it  is  often  convenient  to  have  at  hand. 
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How  to  Nurse  sick   Children:  intended  especially  as  a  help  to  the 
Nnrses  at  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  ;  but  containing  directions 
which  may  be  found  of  service  to  all  who  have  the  charge  of  the 
young.    New  York  r  S.  S.  &  W.  Wood,  1855 :  pp.  69. 
The  first  edition  of  this  little  book  was  published  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  opened  in  London  in  1851,  the  first  hospital 
for  children  ever  established  m  Great  Britain,  and  contains  much  judi- 
cious advice,  which,  if  carefully  followed,  will  contribute  materially  to 
the  improvement  of  those  for  whom  it  is  intended,  and  consequently  to 
the  comfort  of  the  little  ones  under  their  charge. 

The  Physidan^s  Visiiinp  List  and  Diary^  and  Book  of  EngagemenlSy 
for  1856.  Philadelphia :  lindsay  ^  Blakiston.  -^ 
The  receipt  of  this  little  annual  admonishes  us  that  another  year  has 
nearly  reached  its  close.  Those  who  have  experienced  the  convenience 
of  the  Visiting  List  in  times  past,  will  be  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  its 
aid  in  future ;  and  to  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  its  use,  we  would 
recommend  a  trial  of  it. 

An  Address  Delivered  on  the  Occasion  of  the  Inauguration  of  the  New 
South  Building  of  the  New  York  Hospitaly  on  the  XQlh  Aprils  1855. 
By  JosBPH  M.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Sen.  Phys.  N.  Y.  Hosp.;  Prof.  The. 
and  Prac.  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Med.  N.  Y.  Coll.  Phys.  and  Surg., 
Ac.    New  York:  1856.     42  pp. 

AwMud  Report  of  ike  City  Inspector  of  the  City  of  New  Tork^for  the 
Year  ending  December  31,  1854.    New  York :  1855.    247  pp. 

On  the  Use  of  Iodide  of  Mhyle,  and  other  Compounds,  in  Pulmonary 
Consumption.  By  Hskry  Fibher,  M.  D.  New  York :  1855  ;  pp.  22. 

Ca^es  in  Midwifery,  with  Remarks,  By  Thomas  F.  Cook,  M.  D.,  Physi- 
cian to  the  New  York  Hospital.  Reprinted  from  the  New  York 
Journal  of  Medicine.    New  York :  1855.    40  pp. 

Cod-Liver  Oil:  Causes  of  its  Frequent  Inefficiency,  and  Means  of  Re- 
moving the  Same.  With*  Remarks  upon  the  superiority  of  the  light 
brown  over  the  pale  oil,  directions  for  its  use,  &c.,  by  L.  J.  de  Jonoh, 
M.  D.,  of  the  Hague,  &o.,  <feo.    New  York  :  1865.    48  pp. 

Review,  Opinions^  cfcc,  of  Dr.  Cluvrhs  A.  Lee,  and  others,  of  the  Testi- 
mony of  Drs.  Salisbury  and  Swinburne  on  the  Tried  of  John  Hen- 
drickson,  Jr.,  for  the  Murder  of  lUs  Wife  by  Poisoning.  New  York : 
1855.     44  pp. 

Introductory  Address  Delivered  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, New  York,  Oct.  16,  1855.  By  John  C.  Daltow,  Jr.,  Prof. 
Physiology  and  Microscopic  Anatomy.    New  York  :  1855  ;  pp.  29. 

.Bpidemie  Cholera  as  it  appeared  at  the  Franklin  Street  Hospital  during 
the  Summer  of  1864.    By  J.  H.  Vandervbbb»  M.  D.,  Phyaioiaiji  to 
the  Franklin  Street  Cholem  Hospital    From  the  Now  York  Journal 
of  Medicine.     New  York  :  1855.    23  -pp. 
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DoMGSTxa — College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,-^\Dr,  A,  H.  Stevens  has 
reaigned  his  dtuation  aa  President  of  this  InstitntioD^aDd  his  resignation  has 
been  accepted  by  the  Board  of  Regents.  '"^'^ 

St.  Viruxnt^s  £fospt/aZ.-pDr.  James  R.  Wood  has  resififned  his  post  as 
Snrgeon  of  that  Institutioi^^d  Dr.  Thomas  C.  Finnell  has  oeen  chosen  to  fill 
the  vacancy^  Dr.  F.  is  well  known  among  ns  as  an  indastrions  and  successful 
practitionCTTand  will  doubtless  profit  by  the  advantages  which  his  appointment 
will  aiiord  him. 

New  York  Society  for  Rdirfof  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Medical  Jlfen.— The 
twelfth  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at  the  College,  Croaby  si,  on  the 
28th  ulL,  when  the  following  ofllcers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected : — 
Dr.  Isaac  Wood,  President;  Drs.  G.  P.  Cammann,  James  Anderson,  and  H.  D. 
Bnlkley,  Vice-Presidents ;  Dr.  E.  L.  Beadle,  Treasurer ;  Drs.  J.  L.  Van  Kleek, 
Benjamin  Offden,  James  R.  Wood,  Jacob  Harsen,  Isaac  E.  Taylor,  S.  P.  White, 
and  T.  M.  Halstead  were  elected  Managers  of  the  Society,  to  serve  three  years 
from  the  present  time.  Dr.  W.  Detmold  was  chosen  manager  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  decease  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Bliss.  We  are  happy  in  being 
able  to  record  the  flourishing  condition  of  this  excellent  association.  From  a 
statement  made  by  the  Secretary,  Dr.  J.  W.  G.  Clements,  we  learn  that  the 
present  number  of  members  is  87,  of  whom  47  are  life  members,  by  the  pay- 
ment of  one  hundred  dollars  or  upwards.  Ten  new  members  have  been  added 
during  the  year  just  ended ;  and  seven  life  members  have  made  themselves 
Bene&ctors  by  the  additional  payment  of  fifty  dollars  each.  Two  gentlemen 
have  become  BenefSu^tors  by  the  payment  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
each ;  one  of  them  a  layman.  The  present  number  of  Braefaotors  is  eighteen, 
four  of  whom  arc  laymen,  being  an  increase  of  nine  since  the  last  report  One 
bequest  of  three  hundred  dollars  has  been  received.  The  Society  was  insti- 
tuted in  1843,  and  has  now  funds  to  the  amount  of  91^)689,  of  which 
$18,200  is  invested  on  bond  and  mortgage,  at  7  per  cent  The  receipts  last  year 
from  every  source  were  $2,664  87,  and  the  disbursements  $240  75,  includ- 
ing an  annuity. 

Prize' Essqy  of  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. — We  would  remind  our 
readers,  thal^he  time  for  receiving  essays  for  the  prize  of  One  Hundred  DoU 
larafor  the  best  essav  on  Cholera  Infaniutny  closes  with  the  last  of  tiie present 
mcmlh.  J  .  'fkr*  • 

Origin  of  Yellow  Fever  in  New  Orleans, — The  editor  of  the  *'  New  Orleana 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal"  says  that  after  the  most  searching  investigationa 
there  appears  to  oe  an  entire  unanimity  of  opinion,  both  among  the  contagion - 
ists  ana  non-con tagionists,  that  the  yellow  fever  of  1856  originated  in  New  Or- 
leans, and  that  all  the  earlier  as  well  as  the  later  cases  occurred  among  persons 
who  bad  not  been  in  any  manner  exposed  to  the  fever  in  foreign  parte  or  to 
imported  contagion.         ^ 

History  of  Medidne^-^Prof.  Comgeys,  of  Cincinnati,  has  in  press  a  transla^ 
tion  of  Renouard's  "  History  of  Medicine  from  its  Origin  to  the  Nineteenth  Cen- 
tury.''/ It  will  form  a  volume  of  about  eight  hundred  pages,  8vo.  We  regret 
that-no  one  of  our  enterprising  publishers  was  found  willmg  to  publish  the 
translation  of  this  same  work  prepared,  with  much  care,  a  few  years  since  by 
one  of  our  own  physicians,  whose  thorough  knowledge  of  the  French  language 
well  qualified  him  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  task. 
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Strange  HaUudnation, — At  a  sale  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Samuel  Pointer, 
in  Halifax  county,  Va.,  the  snm  of  $600  was  paid  for  a  mad  sttmt — a  mineral 
supposed  to  ha]^  wonderful  healing  virtues. 

FoEEiGH.'f-Dr,  Laycock  has  been  elected  to  the  Chair  of  Theory  and  Prac- 
lice,  b  the  Uhiversity  of  Edinburgh,  in  place  of  Dr.  Alison,  resigned/  his  chief 
copi^titor  was  Dr,  A.  Wood.  -^ 

/  The  mortality  in  London,  during  thirteen  weeks  ending  September  29, 
4piounted  to  13,042  persons,  being  at  the  rate  of  1,008  a  week.  In  the  cor- 
responding quarter  of  last  year  the  deaths  were  24,870,  or  1,913  weekly.  / 

Svfeei  Whey  in  Pertussis, — ^Dr.  Lowenthal  states,  as  the  result  of  yomer- 
ous  trials,  that  this  substance  given  several  times  a  day,  in  doses  beginning 
with  half  a  teaspoonful,  cures  the  disease  more  rapidly  and  more  pleasantly 
than  any  other  means. — Med,  Times  and  Gazette, 

The  Use  qf  Chlarqfarm  in  Edmhurgh, — Professor  Simpson  states,  that 
during  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  few  operatioDs  have  been  performed  in 
Edinburgh,  either  in  hospital  or  private  practice,  without  the  patient  being  pre- 
viously anssthetized  with  chloroform.  During  that  period  one  death  has 
occurred  in  the  city,  among  the  many  Uiousands  who  have  been  subjected  to 
the  use  of  chloroform.  But  during  the  same  six  or  seven  years,  among  the 
comparatively  few  operated  upon  there  without  chloroform,  three  or  four 
deaths  have  taken  place,  either  during  or  immediately  after  the  surgical  opera- 
tion.   This  statement,  from  such  a  source,  is  of  great  value. 
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ToUl  number  of  deaths  in  Nov.  1854,-1,572.  First  four  weeks  of  Nov.  1855. 
—1,311,  which  email  namber  argues  a  eatiBfactory  state  of  the  heslth  of  the  city. 
The  weather  for  the  month  has  been  milder  than  UBual.  The  mortality  of  Novem- 
ber, however,  ie  usually  disproportionately  small  compared  with  the  other  venial  and 
autumnal  months,  because  the  previous  hot  months  of  summer  have  oaused  the 
deaths  of  a  large  part  of  the  infimt  and  debilitated  population. 

Weekly  Mortality.  Citt.— For  the  week  ending  Nov.  3d,^  1866,  363  :— 
Consumption,  48 ;  apoplexy,  3 ;  congestion  of  brain,  9 ;  palsy,  6 ;  diairhcea,  14 ; 
dysentery,  7  ;  cholera  infantum,  3;  albuminuria,  4 ;  pneumonia,  22 ;  croup,  12; 
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scarlet  fever,  10;  measles,  2 ;  whooping  cough,  3;  smsll  pox,  1 ;  typhus  fever 
(including  *'  typhoid**},  6.  Fcfn}^^  week  endiru^  Nov.  lOih^  291 ;— C^onsumption, 
39;  apoplexy,  4;  congestion  of  brain,  8;  atarrhoes,  4;  dysentery,  3;  pneu- 
monia, 13 ;  croup,  11 ;  scarlet  fever,  15;  measles,  3 ;  whooping  cough,  1 ;  small 
pox,  1 ;  tvphus  fever,  (including  **  typhoid,")  6.  For  the  week  mding  Nov,  17/fc., 
307 :— -Cfonsumptiion,  47;  apoplexy,  2;  congestion  of  brain,  8;  aiarrhoea,4  ; 
bronchitis,  12 ;  pneumonia,  19;  croup,  8;  scarlet  fever,  22;  measles,  1 ;  whoop- 
ing cough,  6;  small  pox,  2;  typhus  fever,  (including  '*  typhoid,**}  11.  For  the 
wedt  ending  Nov.  24/A.,  360  :--Consumption,  40;  apoplexy,  6;  congestion  of 
brain,  13 ;  diarrham,  6 ;  disease  of  heart,  6 ;  pneumonia,  24 ;  croup,  13 ;  scar- 
let fever,  25 ;  whooping  cough,  6;  small  pox,  1 ;  typhoid  fever,  2. 


niSOLOCT. 

Dmn,  at  Jamaica,  L.  L,  Nov.  2,  at  the  residenoe  of  his  father,  CoRRELnrs  W. 

Stootbofp,  M.  Dm  late  of  Newtown,  L.  L On  Tuesday,  Nov.  6,  Flotd  T. 

Fkkhib,  M.  D.,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age.  Dr.  Ferris  was  formerly  a  re- 
spectable practitioner  of  this  city,  and  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
patients,  many  of  whom  entertained  towards  him  the  strongest  feelings  of  attsch- 
ment  In  the  cholera  of  1832,  he  was  honored  with  4he  appointment  of  princi- 
pal physician  to  the  Cholera  Hospital  in  Duane  street ;  the  results  of  his  obser- 
vations and  experience  acquured  there,  he  subsequently  published  in  a  small  vol- 
ume with  plates.  For  8evc>ral  years  past  he  had  retired  vom  the  active  duties  of 
Srofesuonal  life,  and  passed  the  renudnder  of  his  days,  at  his  delightful  resi- 
enee  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  river,  a  few  nnles  from  the  city. Nov.  10, 

Dr.  Stdnet  B.  Robihsor,  Assistant  Physician  at  the  Seaman's  Retreat  on 
Staten  Island,  of  typhus  fever,  after  a  very  brief  illness,  seed  27  years.  Dr. 
R.  gave  great  promise  of  usefulness  to  the  profession  he  had  chosen.  He  was 
highly  esteemed  by  those  who  knew  him,,  and  his  loss  will  be  deeply  regretted. 

^in  Savannah,  Nov.  2,  Dr.  J.  C.  Habeksham,  Sen.,  aged  65  years. At 

Washington  Qty,  Nov.  13,  Dr.  T.  Watmhs,  aged  76  yeara At  Albany, 

on  the  19th  inst,  Dr.  Thsoderxg  Rometh  Beck,  in  the  65th  year  of  his 
age,  after  a  linceiing  illness.  Dr.  Beck  was  bom  in  Schenectady,  Aug.  11, 
1791 :  in  1807  ne  graduated  at  Union  Colle|e,and  soon  afterwards  commenc- 
ed his  medical  studies  with  Drs.  McClelland  &  Law,  at  Albany,  and  subsequent- 
ly entered  the  office  of  the  late  Dr.  David  Hosack,  of  this  city.  In  181 1,  he 
Graduated  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  the  subject  of  his  Thesis 
eing  Insanity.  In  18 1 6,  he  was  appointed  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Med- 
icine, and  Lecturer  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  Western  New  York.  In  1817,  owing  to  ill  h^th,  he  retired  from 
the  general  practice  of  medicine.  Dr.  B.  was  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Regents 
of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  one  of  the  managers  of  the  State 
Lunatic  Asylum,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  for  some  time  the  editor  of  the 
American  Journal  of  Insanity.  He  was  also  a  regular  and  valuable  contribu- 
tor to  the  pages  of  the  American  Journal  of  Sciences.  In  1823,  he  published 
the  first  edition  of  his  work  on  Medical  Jurisprudence ;  the  eighth  edition  of 
which,  muck  enlarged,  was  not  long  since  issued  from  tlie  press.    Thu^  has 

passed  from  our  midst  the  last  of  this  talented  family. ^M.  Magerdie, 

the  celebrated  physiologist,  died  at  his  country  seat,  in  France,  Oct  7th.,  of  dis- 
ease of  the  heart,  aged  72  years. At  Seymour,  Ct,  Nov.  22,  AnmAM  Stod- 
dard, M.D.,  aged  79  years — ^for  the  past  69  years  an  eminent  and  suoeesaful 

practitioner  of  medicine  in  New  Haven,  Ct At  Canandaigua,  19th  ult.  Dr. 

Geo.  G.  Brown,  aged  36  years. 
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Fatal  Cases  of  Yellow  Fever  observed  at  the  Marine  Hospital^  Staten 
Islandy  in  Julj/,  August^  and  SeptembeTy  1855  ;  mth  Autopsies  and 
Remarks,    By  Elisha  Harris,  M.  D.,  Physician  of  the  Hospital. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Times  : 

Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  -your  request,  I  herewith  furnish 
you  a  history  of  the  several  cases  of  yellow  fever  that  have  terminated 
in  death,  at  the  Marine  Hospital  during  the  past  season. 

By  permission  of  the  Society  of  Statistical  Medicine,  I  furnish  you 
this  record  as  it  was  contributed  to  the  archives  of  that  Society.  As  in 
tlieae  cases  necroscopic  observations  complete  their  pathological  history^ 
I  have  selected  for  this  communication  the  records  of  cases  that  died, 
without  making  any  reference  to  the  history  of  those  that  recovered. 

Bespectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

ELISHA  HARRIS,  M.  D., 
J>ee.  15, 1865.  Marine  Hospital,  Quarantine. 

Case  L  Joseph  Mountain,  an  engineer  from  the  Navy  Yard  at 
Ooeport,  Va.,  was  admitted  to  the  Marine  Hospital  July  28th,  at  5,  P.  M., 
the  third  day  after  his  departure  from  the  infected  city.  At  the  time 
of  admission,  the  patient's  symptoms  were  unmistakeably  indicative  of 
yellow  fever  at  an  advanced  stage.  His  eyes  were  deeply  injected,  suf- 
fosed  and  icterode ;  the  tongue  was  tumid,  covered  with  a  gray  dirty 
coating  in  the  central  part,  with  the  tip  and  edges  clean,  red,  and  of  a 
raw  appearance ;  the  lips  tumid  and  red ;  the  skin  was  sallow  and  life- 
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less  in  appearance ;  the  pulse  60  per  minute,  very  compressible,  and 
beating  in  short  and  feeble  strokes  with  long  intermissions.  His  only 
complaint  was  of  constant  nausea  and  ine£fectual  efforts  to  vomit.  He 
had  sufiered  considerably  from,  pain  in  the  back,  the  head  and  limbs, 
and  at  times  from  pain  in  the  epigastrium ;  but  none  of  these  symp- 
toms were  present  at  the  time  of  admission.  The  patient's  mind 
was  perfectly  clear  and  calm.  He  was  fully  aware  of  the  nature  of  his 
malady.  He  said  that  anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  his  wife,  who  arrived 
in  New  York  a  week  previously,  and  was  suffering  from  a  mild  attack  of 
yellow  fever,  had  greatly  aggravated  his  symptoms,  and  he  believed  had 
been  the  exciting  cause  of  the  attack  of  the  disease  he  was  suffering. 

The  patient's  history  was  briefly  as  follows :  He  was  a  vigorous  and 
healthy  man,  cet.  23  years,  a  native  of  Vermont,  an  engineer  by  profes- 
sion) had  never  before  resided  in  a  district  infected  with  yellow  fever ; 
was  employed  in  the  Navy  Yard  at  Gosport,  and  resided  with  his  fam- 
ily in  Portsmouth.  Soon  after  his  wife's  departure  from  Va.,  he  began 
to  suffer  from  headache  and  general  malaise,  for  which  he  sought  med- 
ical advice  and  treatment,  but  with  no  alleviation.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  left  by  railroad  for  New  York,  and  became  very  seriously 
ill  while  on  the  way.  He  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  his  friends 
on  Second  Avenue,  obtained  medical  attendance,  and  as  soon  as  his  case 
was  made  known  to  the  Resident  Physician  of  the  city,  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Marine  Hospital. 

Treaiinent.  Ice  in  small  particles  was  freely  allowed  as  the  patient 
desired,  and  ten  grains  of  calomel  administered,  which  had  the  effect 
of  alleviating  the  excessive  nausea  and  retching  by  which  he  was  con- 
stantly tormented.  A  warm  epithem  was  laid  over  the  abdomen,  and 
the  patient  was  carefully  enveloped  in  a  woolen  blanket.  Means  were 
taken  to  secure  perfect  quiet  to  the  patient,  and  faithful  and  constant 
attention  from  the  nurses.  After  a  few  hours,  a  dose  of  fifteen  grains  of 
quinine  was  administered,  and  this  was  continued  in  doses  of  six  grains 
every  two  hours.  Before  morning  the  patient  had  a  free  evacuation 
of  dark  material  from  the  bowels,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  29th, 
he  vomited  very  freely  the  characteristic  black  vomit.  At  this  time, 
fourteen  hours  after  his  admission,  the  pulse  was  at  60  per  minute,  and 
more  feeble  than  on  the  previous  evening,  with  more  marked  intermit- 
tence  or  emptiness  in  the  interval  of  the  pulsations.  Ordered  emplaat. 
vesicat.  to  the  epigastrium ;  the  ice  and  quinine  conti  nued.  There  had 
been  no  change  in  the  patient's  aspect,  and  he  still  complained  of  no 
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pain.  During  this  day  the  yomiting  was  frequently  repeated,  and  at  each 
time  of  the  same  character  as  the  first  The  patient  repeatedly  expressed 
great  anxiety  to  hear  from  his  wife,  who  was  sick  with  a  mild  attack  of 
the  same  malady,  in  the  city.  He  was  fully  conscious  of  his  rapidly 
approaching  dissolution,  and,  in  the  evening,  he  very  calmly  conversed 
upon  the  subject,  and  gave  his  last  messages  and  directions.  The  eyes 
became  more  deeply  injected  and  suffused,  and  the  pulse  more  infrequent. 
Daring  the  night,  the  patient  was  entirely  indifferent  to  all  around  him, 
except  when  roused  by  vomiting.  The  quinine  was  discontinued.  July 
dOth,  pulse  56,  more  feeble,  mouth  and  lips  bloody,  the  sputa  tinged 
with  blood,  the  vomited  material  contained  considerable  blood  that  had 
not  assumed  the  granular  condition  in  the  stomach ;  no  headache,  the 
mind  perfectly  clear,  but  lethargic.  At  noon  he  repeated  the  directions 
last  messages,  <fec.,  given  the  previous  evening ;  he  sank  gradually  during 
the  night,  and  at  4  1-2,  A.  M.,  July  31st,  he  died. 

During  all  his  illness  the  patient  had  expressed  no  anxiety  or  fear 
for  himself.  He  took  no  food,  tasted  of  wine  once,  and  desired  no  more. 
He  did  not  seem  to  be  nauseated  by  the  quinine.  He  passed  but  four  or 
five  ounces  of  urine  during  the  whole  period  spent  in  the  Hospital.  He 
never  complained  of  any  pain  while  in  the  Hospital. 

Autopsy^  eleven  hours  after  death :  Cadaver  slightly  rigid ;  finely 
developed,  and  muscular.  Dark  yellowish  blood  was  issuing  from  all  the 
mucous  surfaces  and  outlets  of  the  body ;  the  skin  intensely  yellow,  with 
numerous  ecchjmoses  and  puncta  upon  the  sides,  shoulders,  extremities, 
and  back.  Several  patches  of  extravasated  blood  were  observed  about 
the  calvarium  on  stripping  off  the  scalp. 

The  brain, — ^Meninges  very  much  congested.  The  surfaces  of  the 
pia  mater  and  the  arachnoid  opaque  with  imperfectly  organized  fibrine. 
Arachnitis,  with  profuse  but  imperfectly  organized  fibrinous  exudation, 
was  observed  throughout  every  portion  of  the  membrane.  About  four 
ounces  of  bloody  serum  escaped  from  the  base  of  the  brain,  upon  remov- 
ing the  organ.  Three  ecchymoeed  or  extravasated  bloody  patches  were 
observed  under  the  arachnoid.  The  lateral  ventricles  contained  about 
two  ounces  each  of  yellow  serum ;  there  was  a  small  quantity  of  extrav- 
asated blood  in  one.  The  plexus  choroides  was  engorged  with  dark 
blood.  The  substance  of  the  cerebral  mass  presented  a  perfectly  normal 
appearance,  and  was  of  normal  consistence.  Thoracic  arpans. — ^The 
pleura  intensely  injected — a  small  quantity  of  yellowish  serum  in  the 
pleuritic  cavities.    The  lungs  perfectly  normal  with  slight  hypostatic 
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congestion ;  the  heart  nonnal  in  structure ;  the  pericardium  containiikg 
an  ounce  and  a  half  of  yellow  serum ;  no  coagula  in  either  ventricle,  but 
a  small  quantity  of  fluid  blood  in  the  right  The  endocardium  was 
marked  with  small  ecchymoses  and  bloody  puncta,  that  could  not  be 
washed  out  Dark  fluid  blood  flowed  freely  on  opening  any  of  the  ven- 
ous trunks.  The  stomach. — ^About  half  a  pint  of  thick,  granular  black 
vomit  was  found  in  the  stomach.  The  mucous  membrane  was  of  an  ash 
gtssj  color  when  washed,  and  exhibited  no  marks  of  inflammatory  action, 
that  were  not  equally  discoverable  in  all  the  tissues  of  the  body.  In  the 
greater  curvature  there  were  several  distinct  and  dark  eccfaymoses,  and 
there  was  observed  a  roughened  and  elevated  line  or  ridge  extending 
for  four  or  five  inches  across  this  portion  of  the  stomach.  There  was 
one  small  ulcerated  patch,  but  it  was  not  of  recent  origin.  The  mucous 
membrane  was  not  in  the  least  softened  or  thickened,  nor  did  it  appear 
hypersemic.  The  liver  was  rather  small  in  sise,  of  normal  consistence, 
and  not  structurally  changed,  so  far  as  the  eye  could  detect  Its  supe- 
rior surface  was  of  bright  olive-yellow  color,  while  the  inferior  surface 
was  of  a  much  darker  hue.  The  gall-bladder  was  partly  filled  with  a  thin 
and  dark  green  fluid. 

HhB  pancreas  and  the  spUsn  were  of  normal  appearance  and  struc- 
ture, the  kidneys  were  markedly  congested.  There  was  but  an  ounce 
of  urine  in  the  bladder,  and  the  mucous  lining  of  this  organ  presented 
appearances  very  similar  to  those  seen  in  the  stomach.  There  were 
slight  ecchymoses  from  the  same  cause, — ^the  altered  condition  of  the 
blood.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestines  was  considerably  con- 
gested or  passively  engorged  with  blood,  and  presented  the  same  ecchy- 
mosed  appearances  as  were  observed  in  all  other  portions  of  the  mucous 
tissue.    The  solitary  glands  were  remarkably  tumid,  and  of  a  light  color. 

Case  IL  Frank  Arnold,  asU  25,  native  of  the  United  States,  seaman, 
was  admitted  to  the  Marine  Hospital  from  the  Steamship  *^  Black  Wwrrior,'' 
Ang.  2d.  He  had  made  several  voyages  on  this  vessel,  which  plies  be- 
tween New  Orleans,  Havana  and  New  York.  He  became  ill  some  four 
days  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  Quarantine,  and  was  report- 
ed unfit  for  duty.  The  second  mate  of  tlie  same  vessel  was  at  the  time 
very  sick  with  the  'yellow  fever,  and  recovered  in  this  Hospital ;  but  no 
others  on  board  had  suffered  any  symptoms  of  the  malady. 

The  patient  was  a  person  of  nervo-bilious  temperament,  thin  in  flesh, 
with  constitution  conuderably  impaired  previous  to  the  present  attack  of 
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fever.  Th%  surface  of  the  body  had  a  deeply  icterode  hue,  which  was 
augmented  by  a  naturally  dark  complexion.  The  conjunctivn  wero 
deeply  icterode  and  injected,  the  comeaB  brilliant,  but  the  eyes  suffused  and 
destitute  of  expression.  The  tongue  was  perfectly  clean,  dry  and  cracked, 
with  edges  and  tip  of  a  dirty  red  color ;  the  gums' swollen  and  bleeding ; 
the  vermilion  border  of  the  lips  tumid  and  bright  red.  The  pulse  was 
without  volume,  and  very  frequent  He  made  great  complaint  of  pain 
and  discomfort^  but  without  location,  except  that  the  epigastrium  was 
tender  upon  pressure.  The  patient's  intellectual  faculties  were  not  ob« 
soured,  though  he  appeared  exhausted  and  stupid. 

TreatmenU  The  patient  was  carefully  enveloped  in  light  coverings 
and  placed  in  a  quiet  part  of  the  ward.  Ice  was  allowed  as  freely  -as  he 
denied,  but  no  drinks.  An  epithem  of  hot  wet  flannel  was  placed  upon 
the  abdomen,  where  a  strong  sinapism  had  produced  vesication ;  and  cold 
by  evaporation  was  applied  to  the  head,  which  was  considerably  above 
the  normal  temperature.  Quinine,  which  was  the  only  medicine  admin- 
istered, was  given  in  solution,  in  doses  of  eight  grains  every  third  houn 

During  the  first  twelve  hours  that  he  was  under  observation,  preced- 
ing 10,  P.  M.,  there  was  no  appearance  of  black  vomit,  but  the  hsemor- 
rhagic  condition  of  the  gums  and  fauces  led  us  to  look  for  it.  Before 
morning,  however,  he  discharged  the  granulated  vomit  very  freely.  On 
the  morning  of  the  2d  day,  Aug.  8d,  the  pulse  was  found  to  be  more 
feeble,  and  at  about  100  per  minute.  Disorganized  blood  was  issuing 
from  the  nostrils  and  mouth,  the  eyes  were  more  lachrymose  and  iet^- 
ode,  and  the  eyelids  were  oedematous  and  of  a  dusky  hue.  The  odor  of 
the  patient  was  sickening  and  offensive. 

The  treatment  of  the  previous  day  was  continued  until  black  vomit 
was  freely  discharged  again,  when  the  quinine  was  discontinued,  and 
only  ice  allowed  the  patient.  During  the  day  and  evening,  he  contin- 
ued to  sink ;  black  vomit  was  copiously  ejected  without  effort,  and  from 
the  bowels  he  had  frequent  discharges  of  the  same  material,  with  a  larger 
proportion  of  blood  that  had  not  assumed  the  granulated  condition. 
These  discharges,  after  standmg,  assumed  a  semi-gelatinous  condition. 
No  urine  was  secreted. 

Morning  of  3d  day,  Aug.  4th.      The  patient  nearly  unconscious ; 
pulse  frequent  and  irregular ;  the  surface  of  the  body  more  deeply  icter- 
ode, with  purple  ecchymoses  and  puncta  on  all  the  depending  por- 
tions.   The  eyes  were  suffused  with  yellow  and  bloody  fluid,  and  the 
npper  eyelids  swollen  and  dark  purple.    Disorganized  blood  was  issuing 
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from  the  nostrils,  mouth,  and  ears.  The  odor  of  the  patient  h«d  become 
highly  offensive.  No  Tomit  was  ejected  daring  the  two  hours  preceding 
the  patient's  death,  which  occurred  about  10,  A.  M.,  which  was  six  full 
days  from  the  iflyasion  of  the  malady  on  shipboard. 

Autopsy^  four  hours  after  death.  Cadaver  flaccid,  color  of  the  sur- 
face intensely  yellow,  with  purple  puncta  difiused  over  the  chest  and 
limbs.  Small  circular  and  dark  purple  ecchymoses  were  thickly  scat- 
tered  over  the  depending  portions  of  trunk  and  thighs,  and  disorganized 
blood  was  issuing  from  all  the  mucous  linings  and  outlets  of  the  body. 
The  brain  was  carefully  examined,  and  found  to  present  all  the  morbid 
appearances  observed  in  the  case  of  Mountain,  with  the  addition  of  more 
marked  evidences  of  cerebral  lesions  that  seemed  to  have  resulted  from 
disorganization  of  the  blood.  On  taking  off  the  calvarium,  the  superior 
portion  of  both  hemispheres  of  the  brain  presented  a  covering  of  dark 
extravasated  blood  beneath  the  arachnoid,  the  patch  covering  the  tem- 
poral portion  of  the  left  hemisphere  being  much  the  larger  and  thicker. 
This  was  more  than  two  lines  in  thickness,  and  both  patches  were 
partly  composed  of  imperfectly  organized  fibrin^  almost  diffluent  in  con- 
sistence. All  this  fibrinous  and  bloody  exudation  appeared  to  be  very 
recent.  The  plexus  choroides  was  engorged,  and  covered  with  bloody 
exudation. 

The  ventricles  were  distended  with  yellow  bloody  serum,  and  about 
four  ounces  escaped  from  the  base  of  the  brain  and  the  spinal  canal. 
The  cerebral  mass  was  of  normal  consistence  and  appearance. 

The  Thoracic  Organs  were  all  normal  in  structure.  There  was  nearly 
half  a  pint  of  bloody  serum  in  the  pleuritic  cavities,  and  three  ounces 
in  the  cavity  of  the  pericardium.  The  pleura  was  not  as  markedlT 
injected  as  in  the  case  of  Mountain.  The  right  ventricle  of  the  heart 
and  the  pulmonary  artery  contained  considerable  semi-fluid  blood,  which 
was  filled  with  bubbles  of  offensive  gas.  The  lining  membrane  of  these 
cavities  was  stained  of  a  dark  and  dif  ty  red  color,  which  could  not  be 
removed  hy  washing.  The  stomach. — ^A  quantity  of  about  eight  ounces 
of  thick  granulated  black  vomit  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  stomach. 
There  was  some  thickening  and  softening  of  the  mucous  membrane^ 
but  there  was  no  appearance  of  vascular  engorgement  of  the  tissues  of 
the  organ :  there  were  no  ulcerations.  There  were  several  lai^  ecchy- 
moses. The  liver  was  of  a  bright  reddish-yellow  color,  and  was  consid- 
erably engorged  with  dark  blood.  A  very  little  thick  bile  in  the  gall- 
bladder.   The  spleen  was  small.    The  mucous  lining  of  the  intestines 
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nonnal  in  appearance,  but  softened.    No  urine  in  the  bladder,  nor  had 
the  patient  passed  any  while  in  the  Hospital. 

Cabb  III.  John  C.  Gilman,  cet.  30,  a  seaman  from  the  U.  S.  Ship 
^'Falmouth,''  was  admitted  to  the  Marine  Hospital,  Aug.  14th,  at  11, 
A.  M. ;  had  then  been  ill,  and  unable  to  perform  duty,  for  twenty-six 
hours.  The  ship  had  just  returned  to  this  port  from  Havana  and  a  cruise, 
and  brought  into  Quarantine  the  corpse  of  Midshipman  Gain,  who  had 
fallen  a  victim  to  yellow  fever  a  day  previous  to  arrival. 

The  patient,  Oilman,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  a  noble  and  stalwart 
fellow,  of  excellent  habits  and  previous  good  health.  He  had  eaten  his 
rations  regularly  during  the  whole  voyage,  and  had  felt  no  illness  until 
the  morning  of  the  13  th  of  August ;  when  he  complained  of  pain  in 
his  bones,  his  back,  and  his  head,  and  at  10,  A.  M.  turned  into  his  berth, 
under  the  care  of  the  surgeons  of  the  ship,  Drs.  Brownlee  and  0*Hara, 
who  gave  him  the  most  faithful  and  skillful  attention.  The  invasion 
was  unusually  sudden.  The  stage  of  reaction  had  begun  when  treat- 
ment was  commenced,  and  it  lasted  but  four  or  five  hours.  During  that 
period  hydrarg.  chloridi  was  freely  administered,  and  it  induced  gentle 
catharsis.  Quinine  was  then  administered  in  doses  of  eight  grains  ever}' 
three  hours,  until  he  was  removed  from  the  ship. 

When  placed  in  the  Hospital,  twenty-five  hours  from  the  invasion  of 
the. disease,  he  had  already  been  brought  under  the  effect  of  quinine  as 
largely  as  any  advocate  of  that  mode  of  treatment  could  desire,-  but  not 
to  an  iDJ curious  extent.  At  that  time  his  pulse  was  at  68,  full,  but  slow; 
the  skin  was  warm  and  dry,  the  eyes  injected  and  sufiused,  and  the  head 
hot,  and  the  temporal  vessels  tumid.  The  skin  was  not  yellow ;  the  lips 
were  red,  the  tongue  clean  and  red  at  the  edges.  The  patient  complained 
of  pain  in  the  back,  head,  and  epigastrium.  He  had  just  begun  to  suffer 
from  nausea.    He  had  not  vomited. 

Treatment. — Cups  to  the  epigastrium  and  back  of  the  neck,  with 
leeches  to  the  nostrils,  believing  that  there  already  existed,  or  was  impend- 
ing danger  of  cerebral  congestion.  Warm  fomentations  were  applied  to 
the  abdomen,  an  ice-cap  to  the  head,  and  ice  was  given,  as  desired  by 
the  patient,  to  swallow.  The  ice-cap  was  continued,  and  leeches  were 
re-applied  to  the  nostrib,  while  the  quinine  was  continued  and  seemed 
rather  to  alleviate  than  augment  the  cerebral  heat  and  congestion.  The 
quinine  was  continued  during  the  14th,  and  by  the  advice  of  Dr.  Brown- 
lee, during  the  16th,  with  apparent  advantage  to  the  patient.    During 
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the  night  of  the  15  th,  which  may  be  remarked  as  the  last  twelve  houia 
of  the  third  day  of  the  malady,  the  symptoms  became  more  unfavorable 
the  headache  returned  with  great  fieverity,  with  increase  of  pain  in  the 
back  and  limbs,  and  epigastrium.  The  pulse  continued  at  about  60,  and 
with  increasing  intervals  between  the  pulsations. 

Once  during  the  evening,  the  patient  vomited  half  a  pint  of  floocu- 
lent  material,  without  blood  or  any  well  marked  sediment  During  the 
16th,  the  fourth  day  of  the  disease,  there  was  no  marked  change  in  the 
symptoms.  There  was  no  vomiting,  but  an  increase  of  epigastric  tender- 
.  ness.  The  pulse  continued  to  decline  in  force  and  frequency.  During 
the  fourth  night  he  sank  into  a  semi-comatose  condition ;  and  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  17th,  neariy  four  full  days  from  the  invasion  of  the  mal- 
ady, he  died  without  agony. 

Autopsf/j  six  hours  after  death :  Cadaver  muscular  and  flaccid ;  the 
surface  yellow,  with  several  small  circular  ecchymoses  scattered  over  all 
the  depending  portions  of  the  body.  Disorganized  blood  was  oozing  from 
all  the  mucous  surfaces  and  outlets.  The  brain  was  carefully  examined ; 
but  little  fibrinous  exudation  was  observed  upon  the  arachnoid,  and 
less  serum  in  the  ventricles  than  in  the  case  of  Mountain,  and  no  bloody 
transudations.  In  all  other  respects  the  autopsy  of  this  case  correspond- 
ed with  the  particulars  observed  in  the  autopsy  of  Case  I.  The  /»ver 
was,  perhaps,  more  deeply  engorged  with  blood,  but  it  presented  the  same 
appearance  and  color  as  in  the  case  of  Mountain. 

Case  IY.  An  unknotpn  man^  aged.about  35  years,  was  brought  into 
Quarantine,  dead,  on  board  the  steamship  "  Roanoke/'  during  the  even* 
ing  of  September  16  th,  and  was  placed  in  our  dead  house  next 
morning. 

From  the  ojQScers  of  the  steamer,  I  learned  that  this  man  was  put  on 
board  from  a  barge  in  the  stream  on  the  evening  of  the  15Ui,  aa  thejr 
came  down  the  Chesapeake,  near  to  Old  Point  All  I  could  learn  of  the 
history  of  this  case  went  to  show  that  the  man  appeared  quite  Tigozoua 
at  the  time  he  boarded  the  steamer.  He  was  a  Grermaui  apparently  a 
musician  or  other  artist,  had  little  communication  with  any  one  on  boardi 
except  with  a  servant,  who  furnished  him  with  some  tea  at  his  i^neftt, 
and  subsequently  and  repeatedly  with  gin,  all  which  he  was  observed  to 
vomit  soon  after  drinking.  He  complained  of  no  pain,  and  expreaaed  no 
anxiety  or  fear.  He  died  without  agony,  about  twenty  hours  after  lemsg 
Old  Point. 
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Autopsy^  eighteen  hours  after  death :  Cadaver  well  developed  and 
finely  formed ;  an  intellectual  and  pleasing  countenance ;  cicatrices  of 
old  bubos  and  chancres  about  the  groins  and  genitals ;  the  skin  of  a  deep 
safiron  yellow  hue,  with  multitudes  of  peteohisB  and  small  ecdbymoses; 
large  purple  patches  about  the  back  and  sides ;  disorganized  blood  issuing 
from  the  mouth  and  nostrils;  the  conjunotivaB  intensely  icterode  and  in* 
jected.  The  lips,  mouth,  and  tongue  of  dirty  red  color,  being  free  from 
sordes,  &c.,  but  covered  with  bloody  exudation.  The  brain  was  carefully  ex- 
amined as  in  the  other  cases.  There  was  about  the  same  amount  of  fibrinous 
effusion  as  had  been  seen  in  former  autopsies,  but  the  arachnoid  and  plexus 
choroides  were  more  intensely  injected.  The  lung9  were  perfectly  nonnal 
in  structure,  considerably  engorged  with  dark  venous  blood.  Old  pleu- 
ritic adhesions  were  observed,  and  a  few  ounces  of  bloody  serum  in  the 
])ieuritic  cavities.  The  stomach  contained  six  ounces  of  well-character- 
ized granular  black  vomit,  which  had  the  odor  of  spirits  from  the  gin  that 
the  patient  drank.  The  liver  presented  a  dusky-reddish,  olive-yellow  hue, 
both  upon  its  surface  and  throughout  its  structure.  It  was  much  engor- 
ged with  portal  blood  of  a  tar-like  appearance  and  consistence.  When 
this  blood  was  pressed  and  washed  out  of  a  slice  of  the  organ,  the  color 
was  that  of  a  clean  yellow  dead  leaf  of  the  osier  willow.  The  spleen  and 
pancreas  were  of  small  size  and  of  normal  consistence.  There  was  little 
bile  in  the  gall  bladder,  but  a  considerable  quantity  of  dark  yellow  and 
thick  fluid  in  ductus  com.  choledochus.  The  intestines  contained  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  black  vomit ;  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  entire 
gastro-intestinal  tract  was  considerably  softened ;  but  there  weiie  no  odier 
pathognomonic  evidences  of  previous  inflammatory  action.  When  the 
internal  surface  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  was  washed,  it  exhibited 
an  ash-gray  color,  and  the  region  had  a  natural  and  healthy  appearance. 
The  areolar  tissue  about  the  pyloric  extremity  of  the  stomach  and  the 
ductus  com.  choled.  was  excessively  cedematous  and  yellow. 

After  this  examination  of  the  case,  no  doubt  vras  entertained  that  die 
man  died  of  yellow  fever ;  and  that,  at  the  time  he  was  put  on  board  the 
steamer  in  the  Chesapeake,  he  had  probably  passed  through  the  stages  of 
invasion  aad  reaction,  and  being  a  ^  walking  case"  of  the  disease,  he  ven- 
tured upon  the  voyage  to  New  York. 

The  point  at  which  this  man  boarded  the  steamer  is  about  twelve 
miles  from  Norfolk,  from  which  pestilence-stricken  city  he  had  probably 
fled.  No  one  n^o  saw  him  on  board  the  ship  conceived  that  he  was  suf- 
fering from  yellow  fever. 
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Cass  Y.  Lebrecht  Erinck,  a  Gennan  cet,  83,  a  professional  nurse,  left 
Norfolk,  Va.,  Sept  20th,  and  remaining  a  day  at  Philadelphia,  arrived  in 
New  York  on  the  evening  of  the  2 2d,  feeling  quite  well.  About  noon 
the  following  day,  the  2dd,  he  was  seized  with  a  severe  pain  in  his  back 
and  head,  accompanied  with  general  discomfort,  and  a  sense  of  prostra- 
tion. These  symptoms  soon  passed  away,  so  that  he  felt  quite  easy,  and 
slept  that  night.  On  the  succeeding  morning  he  felt  exhausted  and  sick 
at  his  stomach.  He  took  no  food,  did  not  vomit,  and  had  no  pain  during 
the  day. 

On  the  evening  of  this  day,  the  24th,  he  was  admitted  as  a  patient  in 
the  Marine  ELospital.  He  was  then  free  from  pain,  expressed  himself  as 
feeling  usually  well,  with  the  exception  of  some  oppression  about  the  epi- 
gastrium. The  patient's  skin  was  cool  and  moist,  the  pulse  rather  fre- 
quent and  feeble,  but  in  no  respect  indicative  of  any  disease ;  the  tongue 
tumid,  and  slightly  but  completely  furred ;  the  appearance  of  the  eyes 
natural,  excepting  that  the  comese  were  brilliant,  while  the  general  ex- 
pression was  languid.  There  was  not  the  slightest  tenderness  of  the  epi- 
gastrium, nor  was  there  pain  in  any  portion  of  the  body.  The  surface 
of  the  body  was  sallow,  but  not  icterode,  and  the  patient  had  the  aspect 
of  a  person  exhausted  by  protracted  vigils.  He  desired  neither  food  nor 
drink,  and  believed  that  his  illness  was  trivia),  probably  but  the  result  of 
fatigue  and  loss  of  appetite. 

The  patient  was  placed  in  a  quiet  portion  of  the  ward.  Hydrarg. 
chloridi  grs.  v.  et  rheum  3  j.  was  administered,  and  a  satisfactory  fiscal  and 
bilious  evacuation  secured.  He  slept  some  during  the  night,  and  next 
morning  he  expressed  himself  as  feeling  quite  comfortable,  complainiog 
only  of  a  sense  of  prostration.  The  eye  presented  the  same  brilliant  cor- 
nea, combined  with  a  lachrymose  suffusion,  as  was  observed  the  preced- 
ing evening.  There  was  not  the  least  epigastric  tenderness,  nor  any  pain 
in  any  portion  of  the  body.  He  desired  neither  food  nor  drink.  The 
pulse  was  normal,  the  tongue  nearly  clean,  and  more  tumid  than  when 
first  observed. 

TreaimenU  Quinine,  in  doses  of  four  grains  every  fourth  hour,  was 
ordered,  and  the  patient  kept  quiet  in  bed,  and  supplied  with  cold  water 
if  he  desired.  No  change  was  observed  during  this  day ;  patient  slept 
more  than  half  of  the  succeeding  night,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  26th, 
only  complained  of  general  malaise,  without  pain,  and  with  no  new  symp- 
tom, except  that  the  tongue  had  become  perfectly  cUan  at  ike  tip  and 
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edges.    Urine  of  a  normal  appearance  bad  been  secreted  in  about  tbe 
usual  quantity  bitherto. 

Tbe  quinine  was  continued,  and  no  otber  medication  attempted,  as 
tbere  seemed  to  be  no  indications  to  be  met,  except  sucb  as  tbose  for 
wbicb  the  quinine  was  exhibited.  During  the  night  of  the  26th  the  pa- 
tient did  not  sleep,  became  thirsty,  failed  to  evacuate  the  usual  amount 
of  urine,  had  a  hot,  dry  skin,  and  complained  of  some  pain  in  his 
back,  loins,  and  limbs. 

Thursday  morning,  Sept.  SYth,  the  symptoms  of  the  malady  were  un- 
equivocal and  ample.  There  was  considerable  tenderness  on  pressure 
over  the  epigastrium ;  the  conjunctivae  had  become  slightly  injected  and 
icterode ;  the  tongue  perfectly  clean  on  its  edges,  and  of  a  bright  red 
color.  The  expression  of  the  countenance  was  plaintive.  The  pulse  was 
more  frequent,  being  above  ninety,  yet  very  feeble  and  empty.  Leeches 
were  applied  over  the  epigastrium,  and  the  quinine  ordered  in  doses  of 
eight  grains  every  third  hour.  At  evening  the  patient  felt  relieved  from 
pain,  but  the  symptoms  were,  otherwise,  as  in  the  morning.  But  a  few 
ounces  ol  urine  had  been  secreted  during  the  day. 

During  the  following  night,  he  rested  indifferently,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  28th  the  symptoms  had  in  no  respect  changed  for  the  worse,  ex- 
cept that  they  all  continued.  The  eight-grain  doses  of  quinine  were  con- 
tinuedi  and  had  a  marked  effect  upon  the  pulse,  rendering  it  slower  and 
fuller  for  an  hour  or  two  after  each  dose.  There  was  constant  oozing  of 
blood  from  the  leech-bites,  but  not  in  an  injurious  quantity.  The  epigas- 
tric tenderness  seemed  to  be  alleviated  when  this  local  depletion  was  pro- 
moted. It  was  estimated  that  about  25  oz.  of  blood  escaped  from  these 
leech-bites  before  the  patient  died. 

On  the  momiifg  of  the  29th  it  was  found  that  scarcely  any  urine  had 
been  secreted  during  the  previous  night.  There  was  increased  tenderness 
of  the  epigastrium,  some  nausea,  great  prostration  of  strength,  and  in 
every  respect  an  aggravation  of  all  the  symptoms.  The  edges  and  tip  of 
the  tongue  had  assumed  a  dusky  red  hue,  and  the  vermilion  border  of  the 
lips  had  a  similar  but  lighter  color ;  and  during  the  afternoon,  blood 
oozed  from  them  quite  finely.  Epistaxis  occurred  once.  The  surface  of 
the  body  became  rapidly  and  intensely  icterode,  and  the  eyes  more  deeply 
injected.  There  were  frequent  attempts  at  vomiting  during  the  day,  but 
no  black  vomit  was  ejected.  The  patient's  mind  continued  perfectly 
clear  and  calm,  but  from  the  first  very  lethargic.  There  was  no  cerebral 
heat  or  pain.    Most  complaint  was  made  of  the  epigastrium  and  limbs. 
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No  qamine  was  given  after  the  diaoliarge  of  Uood  from  the  month 
commeDced ;  only  ice  was  allowed^  The  patient  died  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  dOth,  a  little  less  than  seven  days  ftom  the  fint  symptom  of 
the  invasion  of  the  disease,  and  about  three  and  a  half  days  after  the 
symptoms  had  become  positively  pathognomonic  of  the  malady.  No 
black  vomit  was  ejected  at  any  time.  The  intellect  continued  clear  until 
the  last.    No  evidences  of  cerebral  congestion  had  been  manifested. 

Autopsy^  six  hours  after  death  :  Cadaver  slightly  rigid;  the  sur&ce 
of  the  body  deeply  icterode,  and  upon  the  back  and  sides  dotted  with  cir- 
cular purpuric  spots,  and  puncta  over  the  chest  and  limbs.  The  bnUn 
large;  considerable  bloody  exudations,  slightly  fibrinous,  beneath  the 
aradbnoid,  which  membrane  was  eugoi^ed  with  dark  blood ;  but  there 
was  less  exudation  of  fibrine  than  in  cases  previously  examined.  The  la- 
teral ventricles  contained  more  serum  than  in  any  case  we  have  hitherto 
recorded.  This  serum  was  intensely  yellow ;  at  the  base  of  the  brain  it 
was  also  bloody.  The  cerebral  mass  was  of  normal  consistenee  and  ap- 
pearance. Thorax:  Old  pleuritic  adhesions;  about  eight  ounces  of 
bloody  serum  in  the  pleuritic  cavities,  and  considerable  in  the  pericardium. 
The  right  ventricle  of  the  heart  and  all  the  venous  trunks  were  filled  with 
imperfectly  coagulated  blood,  of  a  reddish  and  very  dark  brown  color, 
and  a  small  gelatinous  clot  of  fibrine  was  found  in  the  left  ventricle.  The 
5(oina«A  contained  eight  ounces  of  well-characterized,  granular  black  vomit, 
and  a  considerable  quantity  was  found  in  the  small  intestines.  The  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  exhibited  an  irregularly 
hypersamic  appearance,  and  was  deeply  ecchymosed  in  numerous  and 
irregular  patches,  but  no  other  alteration  was  observed.  The  litfer  was  of 
normal  size  and  consistence,  of  a  bright  yellow  color  on  its  sur&ce,  but 
of  an  oKve-yellow  hue  when  cut.  It  was  engorged  with  portal  blood, 
which,  when  washed  out  from  a  thin  section,  left  the  hepatic  subetaace  of 
a  deep  yellow  dead-leaf  color. 

jRemarks.'—AB  regards  the  Etiology  of  eadi  of  the  foregoing  cases  of 
yellow  fever,  it  may  be  observed  that  in  Case  I.  and  Case  Y.,  the  patient 
had  been  immediately  and  for  a  long  time  exposed  to  the  miasma  that 
spread  the  pall  of  death  over  the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth. 
Case  ni.  had  been  exposed  to  no  other  cause  of  the  malady  than  sudi 
as  existed  on  board  the  ^*-  Falmouth  "  at  the  time  the  ship  left  Havana, 
more  than  two  weeks  before  the  disease  appeared  on  board  in  the  person 
of  Midshipman  Cain,  who  died  the  day  previous  to  the  invasion  of  the 
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ferer  in  Oilman.    The  *^  Falmouth ''  touched  and  remained  a  short  time 
at  Key  West,  but  there  had  been  no  yellow  fever  tiiere. 

Case  U,,  Arnold,  had  been  recently  exposed  to  the  causes  of  yellow 
fever  at  New  Orleans,  as  well  as  at  Havana.  I  have  been  told  that  he 
was  treated  very  freely  with  cathartics  while  on  shipboard. 

Treatment — Though  each  of  these  fatal  cases  received  all  the  bene- 
fit that  we  were  able  to  procure  by  the  use  of  quinine,  it  is  not  believed 
that  in  any  of  them  the  medicine  had  much  effect  in  protracting  life ; 
much  less  were  there  any  evidences  of  any  evil  effects  from  the  drug.  Every 
dose  of  quinine  that  was  administered  appeared  to  produce  a  favorable 
impression  upon  the  nervous  system  and  the  circulation.  In  no  case  was 
cinchonism  induced,  nor  was  any  existing  symptom  aggravated  by  its 
use.  In  the  case  of  Oilman,  it  is  believed  that  the  constant  application 
of  ice  to  the  head  prevented  the  occurrence  of  cerebral  congestion,  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  render  the  postmortem  evidences  of  that  accident 
less  marked  than  in  the  other  cases. 

The  Morbid  Anatomy, — In  none  of  the  cases  did  we  find  unequivo- 
cal evidence  of  inflammation  of  the  stomach  or  of  any  other  viscus  or 
tissue,  unless  the  morbid  changes  observed  in  the  brain  be  ]?egarded  as 
the  results  of  inflammation. 

In  all  the  cases,  we  observed  that  the  membrana  vasorum  communis, 
especially  in  the  large  venous  trunks,  exhibited  traces  of  an  apparent 
engorgement  or  hypersemia,  being  of  a  dark  color,  with  patches  of  ecchy- 
mosed  surface;  but  upon  close  examination  it  was  evident  that  this 
appearance  was  owing  to  the  staining  and  transudation  or  exosmose  of 
the  coloring  matter  of  the  blood  that  had  circulated  in  the  vessels.  The 
lining  membrane  of  the  portal  and  hepatic  vessels  did  not  appear  darker 
or  more  altered  than  in  the  pulmonic  and  systemic  circulatory  trunks. 

The  bloody  extravasation  from  the  arachnoid  and  the  plexus  choroides 
was  presumed  to  be  a  mere  transudation  of  disorganized  blood.  No 
organized  coagula  were  found  in  any  place.  The  hsematin  of  the 
blood  seemed  to  be  in  a  free  state,  as  the  blood  stained  every  thing  with 
which  it  came  in  contact,  in  such  a  manner  that  it  was  difficult  to  wash 
the  stain  from  the  hand  that  had  held  it  for  a  time.  The  fibrinous 
exudations  appeared  less  like  fibrine  than  like  gelatine.  The  muscular 
structure  generally  had  a  dusky,  dirty  red  color.  None  of  the  tissues 
were  examined  under  the  microscope ;  but  in  Cases  II.,  IV.,  and  V.,  the 
liver  was  observed,  on  section,  to  be  slightly  fatty. 
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Cases  of  Bialocation  of  Femur  treated  at  the  New  York  Hospital.    By 
W.  H.  Van  Buren,  M.  D. 

There  is  no  class  of  surgical  injuries  in  which  the  introduction  into 
general  use  of  anaesthetic  agents  has  been  followed  by  greater  benefit 
than  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  dislocations. 

Muscular  resistance,  the  most  powerful  obstacle  to  the  reduction  of 
most  recently  dislocated  bones,  can  be  temporarily  annihilated  by  the 
influence  of  sulphuric  ether  or  chloroform,  and  therefore  the  remedies 
formerly  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  diminishing  muscular  action,  such 
as  bleeding,  the  warm  bath,  tartar  emetic,  and  tobacco,  are  now  rarely, 
if  ever,  employed.  Thus,  in  addition  to  the  great  advantage  of  saving 
the  patient  from  pain,  the  operation  upon  his  luxated  hip  or  shoulder  is 
wonderfully  facilitated  by  the  temporary  extinction  of  voluntary  muscu- 
lar action  which  follows  the  administration  of  these  agents ;  so  that  a 
double  advantage  is  derived  from  their  use.  The  entire  muscular  relax- 
ation and  insensibility  to  pain  which  he  can  thus  produce  at  will,  enables 
the  surgeon  to  examine  the  injured  limb  with  more  freedom  and  Bads- 
faction  than  where  every  touch  or  movement  of  the  part  is  liable  to  be 
followed  by  outcry  and  resistance ;  and  here  again  we  enjoy  an  advan- 
tage io  the  diagnosis,  as  well  as  in  the  treatment  of  a  dislocation. 

My  experience  in  the  use  of  anaesthetics  in  this  class  of  injuries  has 
convinced  me  that  in  order  to  secure  the  full  amount  of  assistance  they 
are  capable  of  rendering,  it  is  necessary  to  administer  the  chloroform  or 
ether  to  such  an  extent  as  to  insure  profound  insensibility  and  entire 
muscular  relaxation ;  when  not  carried  to  this  point,  irregular  muscular 
contractions  still  continue,  and  may  interfere  with  the  success  of  the 
necessary  manipulations.  When  muscular  action  is  thus  entirely  abol- 
ished, the  anatomical  knowledge  of  the  surgeon  will  enable  him  very 
often,  by  direct  manipulation,  to  restore  the  dislocated  bone  to  its  natu- 
ral position,  and  with  a  trifling  amount  of  force.  An  attempt  to  reduce 
a  recent  dislocation  by  direct  manipulation,  should  be  therefore,  as  a 
general  rule,  the  first  manoeuver  employed  by  the  surgeon,  after  inducing 
profound  anaesthesia;  and  it  is  only  after  the  failure  of  this  simple  and 
natural  effort  that  more  complicated  means  become  necessary. 

In  the  two  following  cases  of  dislocation  at  the  hip,  the  readiness  wit^ 
which  reduction  was  effected  is  evidently  attributable  in  a  great  measure 
to  the  influence  of  the  ether.  The  third  case  presents  complications 
and  peculiarities  which  induce  me  to  place  it  on  record. 


1856.]  Dislocation  of  the  Femur.  127 

Case  I.    Dislocation  of  Femur  into  foramen  ovale  ;  reduction^  during 
profound  etherizationy  by  direct  manipulation. 

Martin  West,  a  healthy  German  sailor,  34  years  of  years  of  age,  was 
working  in  the  hold  of  a  ship,  on  the  23d  of  July,  when  he  was  struck 
by  a  bale  of  cotton,  weighing  400  lbs.  which  fell  through  the  hatchway 
upon  him,  a  distance  of  some  ten  feet.  The  cotton  bale  struck  him 
first  upon  the  right  shoulder,  and  then  upon  the  outer  side  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  thigh,  knocking  him  down  and  falling  upon  him.  He  was 
brought  immediately  to  the  New  York  Hospital.  On  examination, 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  after  admission,  the  following  appearances 
presented  themselves;  whilst  lying  upon  his  back  in  bed,  the  right 
thigh  is  slightly  flexed,  and  very  strongly  abducted ;  it  cannot  be  ap- 
proximated to  the  median  line,  or  brought  in  contact  with  its  fellow  of 
the  opposite  side.  On  measurement  from  the  antero-superior  spinous 
process  of  the  ilium  to  the  lower  margin  of  the  patella,  an  elongation 
of  three  quarters  of  an  inch  is  recognized.  Viewed  from  behind,  the 
right  buttock  is  considerably  elongated  and  narrowed,  and  the  transverse 
depression  between  buttock  and  thigh  obliterated.  The  prominence  of 
the  great  trochanter  has  disappeared,  but  it  can  be  felt  on  a  line  paral- 
lel with  the  tuberosity  of  the  ischium,  and  very  far  back.  On  examina- 
tion in  the  erect  position,  the  trunk  is  slightly  flexed  anteriorly  and  to 
the  right  side,  and  the  lower  end  of  the  right  femur  distant  about  four- 
teen inches  from  its  fellow  of  the  opposite  side,  and  slightly  in  advance 
of  it,  with  the  foot  everted.  At  the  upper  and  outer  part  of  the  thigh 
there  is  a  marked  concavity.  The  limb  cannot  be  moved  without  great 
pain  to  the  patient,  and  its  rotation  is  very  limited.  At  the  upper  and 
inner  part  of  the  thigh  there  is  decided  unnatural  convexity. 

About  two  hours  and  a  half  after  admission,  the  patient  was  conveyed 
to  the  operating  theater,  and  thoroughly  etherized,  when  on  attempting 
rotation  of  the  thigh,  the  head  of  the  bone  could  be  recognized  as  occu- 
pying the  foramen  ovale.  Wliilst  an  assistant  was  rotating  the  thigh  in 
a  slightly  flexed  position,  with  the  leg  flexed  upon  it^  strong  pres-* 
sure  was  made  over  the  head  of  the  bone,  directly  outwards,  by  the 
hands  placed  upon  the  convexity  at  its  upper  and  inner  portion  ;  and, 
the  patient  being  profoundly  under  the  influence  of  ether,  the  head  of 
the  bone  was  felt  to  move  outwards,  and  the  movements  of  rotation 
and  the  direct  pressure  outwards  being  forcibly  continued,  the  head  of 


128  Dr.  Van  Buken'a  Cases  of  [Jan., 

the  bone  was  felt  to  glide  into  its  socket  with  a  palpable  and  audible 
snap.  The  deformity  at  the  same  moment  disappeared,  the  thigh  could 
be  readily  approximated  to  its  fellow,  and  all  the  natural  moyements  of 
the  joint  were  restored.  The  patient^s  thighs  were  bound  together  by  a 
bandage,  and  he  was  reconveyed  to  his  bed. 

On  the  next  day  the  patient  complained  of  slight  pain  about  the 
hip,  but  the  parts  presented  a  perfectly  natural  appearance.  On  the 
Slst  of  July  he  was  discharged  perfectly  well. 

Cabb  n.    Dislocation  of  the  Left  Femur  into  the  ischiatic  notch  ;  reduc- 
tion^ under  the  influence  of  ether^  hy  Reid'e  method. 

On  the  28th  of  July,  1855,  Daniel  Donohue,  a  moderately  healthy 
Irish  laborer,  42  years  of  age,  was  standing  in  the  hold  of  a  cotton  ship 
and  assisting  in  discharging  her  cargo,  when  a  bale  of  cotton,  which  had 
been  imperfectly  balanced  upon  the  margin  of  the  hatchway,  fell  back 
into  the  hold  upon  him.  He  was  struck  by  it  upon  the  shoulders,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  flex  the  trunk  forcibly  forward,  and  to  prostrate  him. 
He  was  unable  to  rise,  and  was  immediately  brought  to  the  New  York 
Hospital.  When  examined  in  bed,  shortly  after  admission,  he  was  una- 
ble to  move  his  left  limb,  which,  on  measurement,  was  found  to  be  short- 
ened three  quarters  of  an  inch«  The  thigh  was  slightly  flexed  and 
strongly  adducted,  so  as  to  oyerfie  the  knee  of  the  opposite  limb» — ^ihe 
foot  being  inverted  so  as  to  rest  upon  the  instep  of  its  fellow.  The  an- 
terior curvature  of  the  lumbar  portion  of  the  spinal  column  was  decidedly 
increased,  and,  on  attempting  rotation  of  the  thigh,  the  head  of  the  bone 
could  be  distinctly  felt  beneath  the  gluteus  maximus  muscle,  and  occupy- 
ing the  ischiatic  notch.  The  foot  could  not  be  everted  without  great 
pain ;  and,  as  he  lay,  the  knee  was  raised  some  six  inches  from  the  surface 
of  the  bed,  and  could  not  be  brought  in  contact  with  it  without  causing 
complaint.  The  patient  was  conveyed  to  the  operating  theater,  and  pro- 
foundly etheriaed,  when  reduction  was  attempted  by  the  following  mani- 
pulation : — ^The  leg  of  the  dislooated  limb  wafr  flexed  upon  the  thigh,  and 
the  thigh  itaelf  slowly  and  forcibly  adducted  and  flexed  upon  the  trunk, 
until  ito  anterior  surface  was  brought  in  contact  with  the  abdomen,  the 
knee  being  in  contact  widi  the  margin  of  the  ribs  in  the  right  hjrpochon- 
drium.  Meanwhile,  by  means  of  the  leverage  afforded  by  the  leg,  the 
thigh  bone  was  being  constantly  rotated  upon  its  axis.  Whilst  the  thigh 
was  thus  in  a  position  of  forced  flexion  and  adduction,  it  was  slowly  and 
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gmduaUj  abducted,  the  knee  sweeping  acroes  the  front  of  the  abdomen 
until  it  was  brought  beyond  the  left  side  of  the  trunk,  into  a  position  of 
forced  flexion  and  abduction,  the  rotatory  or  rocking  motion  of  the  femur 
being  still  continued.  From  this  position  of  forced  flexion  combined 
with  abduction,  the  thigh  was  gradually  extended,  forcible  abduction 
being  still  kept  up,  when,  the  knee  being  about  on  a  line  with  the  sym- 
physis pubis,  an  audible  shock  was  both  felt  and  heard,  which  marked  the 
letuzn  of  the  femur  to  the  acetabulum. 

The  limb  was  then  fully  extended,  and  all  symptoms  of  dislocation  were 
found  to  have  disappeared. 

The  two  limbs  were  bandaged  together,  and  the  patient  conyeyed  to 
his  bed.  He  recovered  without  any  untoward  symptoms,  and,  on  the 
20Ui  of  August,  was  discharged  cured. 

Case  ILL  Fracture  of  both  hones  of  Ug^  and  of  tarsal  hcneSy  of  left 
limb  ;  dislocation  of  right  femur  very  far  hack  in  the  ischiatic  notch^ 
with  unusual  features,  JRetd^s  method  tried  witJiout  success  ;  reduc- 
tion effected  hy  the  compound  pulleys* 

Patrick  Dooley,  a  robust  Irish  laborer,  21  years  of  age,  receiyed  the 
aboye  injuries,  by  the  running  off  the  track  of  a  train  of  railroad  cars,  on 
the  28d  August,  1855.  He  was  brought  to  the  New  York  Hospital  about 
two  hpms  after  the  accident,  and  reaction  being  already  well  established, 
the  fractured  limb  was  put  up  temporarily  in  carved  splints,  and  the  pa- 
tient placed  under  the  influence  of  sulphuric  ether,  in  order  that  the  dis- 
location might  be  thoroughly  examined,  and  its  reduction  attempted. 

The  attitude  of  the  dislocated  limb  was  the  same  after  as  before 
eiherixation.  It  was  shortened  about  an  inch.  The  foot  and  leg  were 
slightly  everted;  this  eversion,  it  was  afterwards  ascertained,  could  bo 
readily  increased  by  manipulation,  but  there  was  an  evident  obstacle^  at 
the  hip,  to  inversion  of  the  foot  The  knee  was  slightly  flexed,  so  that 
the  width  of  the  hand  could  be  readily  passed  between  its  popliteal  as- 
pect and  the  surface  of  the  bed.  The  obliquity  of  the  femur  towards  its 
follow  was  very  slightly  increased.  Upon  the  front  of  the  thigh,  at  its 
upper  third,  a  very  manifest  concavity,  or  sinking  in,  was  noticeable ;  the 
usual  anterior  convexity  of  the  limb  being  lost  The  trochanter  was 
about  an  inch  and  a  half  behind  and  above  its  usual  position,  and,  during 
etherisation,  it  was  quite  movable  on  attempting  rotation  of  the  limb. 
FinaUy,  the  head  of  the  femur  could  be  felt  obscurely,  but  pretty  cer- 
tainly, rotating  in  the  ischiatic  notch,  low  down,  and  in  contact  with  its 
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*  posterior  margin.  The  anterior  convexitj  of  the  spine  at  the  loins  was 
also  very  much  increased,  so  that,  under  ether,  more  than  the  width  of 
the  hand  could  be  passed  between  it  and  the  surface  of  the  bed. 

Thus  the  case  presented  all  the  classical  features  of  luxation  into  the 
ischiatic  notch,  and  more  than  usually  well  marked,  with  the  exception  of 
adduction  of  the  lower  end  of  the  femur  and  inversion  of  the  foot. 

Reduction  bj  Reid^s  method  was  now  attempted  by  my  colleague, 
Dr.  Halsted,  and  myself,  but  without  success;  the  maneuver  was  repeat- 
'  ed  systematically,  carefully,  and  perseveringly,  at  least  seven  or  eight 
times.  The  head  of  the  bone  would  always  apparently  approximate  the 
brim  of  the  acetabulum  during  abduction,  but  when  the  limb  was  carried 
downwards  into  the  extended  position,  it  could  be  sensibly  felt  slipping 
back  again  into  its  &lse  bed.  These  movements  of  the  head  of  femur 
were  always  associated  with  a  sensation  of  albuminous  crepitus ;  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  this,  and  it  very  closely  resembled  the  crepitus  of 
broken  bone.  * 

We  next  proceeded  to  apply  the  pulleys,  and  made  extension,  as  usual 
in  the  direction  assumed  by  the  luxated  bone.  When  the  head  of  the 
bone  had  been  drawn  downward  and  forward — considerably  beyond  the 
acetabulum,  as  was  evident  from  the  position  of  the  great  trochanter — and 
after  the  limb  had  been  rotated  as  freely  as  possible  whilst  thus  forcibly 
extended,  the  hands  were  applied  behind  the  head  and  trochanter  to  op- 
pose their  return  to  the  notch,  and  the  extending  cord  was  suddenly  cut, — 
but  the  head  of  the  bone  was  not  reduced. 

Drs.  Cheesman  and  Buck,  who  had  meanwhile  arrived  at  the  Hospital 
in  attendance  upon  another  case,  now  joined  the  consultation,  and  recog- 
nized the  features  of  the  case  as  I  have  stated  them.  At  their  sug^^estion 
the  patient  was  placed  upon  his  side — the  side  opposite  to  the  disloca- 
tion— ^and  the  pulleys  again  applied  to  the  thigh  in  a  flexed  position ;  ex- 
tension was  thus  made  in  a  direction  at  right  angles  to  the  pelvis,  and 
counter-extension  effected  by  means  of  a  sheet  applied  around  the  pel- 
vis and  pulled  in  the  opposite  direction.  It  was  thought  that  this  ma- 
neuver might  be  more  successful,  as  the  head  of  the  bone  lay  so  far  back 
in  the  ischiatic  notch  it  would  now  be  dragged  more  directly  forwards 
into  the  acetabulum.  Appropriate  manipulation  was  made  use  of  daring 
extension ;  and,  when  the  cord  was  cut,  the  limb  being  suddenly  abducted 
and  extended,  we  had  the  gratification  of  recognizing,  by  the  restoration 
of  its  natural  shape  and  length,  that  the  dislocation  was  reduced. 

In  consequence  of  the  mobility  of  the  head  of  the  bone,  and  the  prob- 
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able  amount  of  laceration  of  soft  parts  around  the  joint,  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  apply  the  long  outside  straight  splint  of  a  fracture  apparatus^ 
and  to  bandage  the  limb  and  pelvis  to  it,  a  large  pad  being  at  the  same 
time  placed  behind  the  trochanter. 

At  the  next  day's  visit  the  patient  was  found  free  from  pain,  with  a 
quiet  pulse,  and  both  limbs  doing  well. 

On  September  3d  (the  twelfth  day),  the  long  splint  was  removed,  the 
liip  found  free  from  pain  and  inflammation,  and  the  joint  capable  of  its 
natural  motions,  with  but  a  trifling  amount  of  stiffness.  The  patient  re- 
covered well  from  the  fracture  of  his  left  leg,  and  was  discharged  cured 
on  the  28d  October,  with  perfect  use  of  both  limbs. 

I  should  be  disposed  to  attribute  the  absence  of  the  usual  amount  of 
adduction  of  the  limb  and  inversion  of  the  foot  in  this  case  of  disloca- 
tion, to  the  probable  laceration,  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  of  the  gluteus 
mediuSj  gluteus  minimus  and  obturator  extemus  muscles,  or  their  ten- 
dons. The  great  trochanter,  not  being  drawn  forward  and  kept  in  con- 
tact with  the  dorsum  ilii,  as  it  usually  is  in  the  backward  dislocations  of 
the  femur,  by  the  tension  of  these  muscles,  was  carried  outwards  and 
backwards,  by  the  weight  of  the  limb,  into  a  moderate  degree  of  external 
rotation. 

This  laceration  of  muscles  is  rendered  more  probable  by  the  distance — 
greater  than  usual,  and  the  direction,  almost  horizontally  backwards— of 
the  head  of  the  bone  from  the  acetabulum. 

The  rapid  and  entire  recovery  from  these  injuries  is  no  doubt  mainly 
owing  to  their  subcutaneous  character. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  remark  in  this  case,  that  the  patient  was  under  the 
influence  of  ether  more  than  three  hours  without  any  observable  ill 
effects.      • 


€m^^m\mt. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  New  York  Medical  Times  : 

Dbab  Sir — It  has  been  a  subject  of  annoying  observation  in  my 
daily  round,  often  to  find,  even  among  wealthy  and  intelligent  families, 
one  or  other  of  the  prominent  charlatanic  preparations  of  the  day,  of 
the  Brandrethian  order,  which  were  doubtless  resorted  to  for  the  want 
of  a  more  convenient  or  agreeable  remedy,  as  well  as,  perhaps,  to  avoid 
being  placed  on  a  physician's  list 
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The  univenal  preralenoe  of  constipation  is  the  only  solution  of  the 
gieat  suoceas  of  thai  class  of  remedies  for  popular  use,  and  of  the 
immense  fortunes  their  originators  have  realized. 

With  the  hope  of  diverting  a  little  from  such  a  channel,  and  of  fur> 
nishing  an  elegant  and  ejQTectual  substitute  for  these,  as  well  as  for  the 
present  inert  Confect  Sennse  of  the  Pharmacopaeia,  I  would  offer  a 
formula  of  what  has  proved  entirely  satis&ctory  in  my  hands,  and  has 
the  advantage  of  facility  of  preparation  and  but  slight  cost  It  perfectly 
disguises  aU  medicinal  flavor,  whilst  it  fully  retains  the  agreeable  taste 
of  a  fruit  which  is  palatable  to  almost  every  one. 

While  referring  to  this  property,  I  would  state  my  conviction,  in 
which  I  believe  the  profession  will  ooncnr,  that  the  great  popularity  of 
Homoeopathy  is  based  more  upon  the  generallv  tasteless  or  acc^table 
form  of  its  remedies  when  usei  (for  we  know  how  frequently  the  wiser 
of  that  dass  of  practitioners  have  recourse  to  our  more  active  medicines 
in  frdl  doses,  when  nature  proves  inadequate  to  relief),  than  upon  any 
real  effect  they  may  have  as  medicinal  agents.  Hence,  it  behooves  us 
to  pay  some  regard  to  this  feeling  of  pati^its ;  and  as  purgatives  consti- 
tute  by  far  the  most  fr^uent  class  of  medicbes  prescribed,  we  should 
endeavor  to  use  those  which  are  least  liable  to  objection,  so  long  as  they 
will  accomplish  the  end  in  view. 

I  thererore  offer  the  following,  and  as  it  is  a  domestic  remedy,  I  give 
the  form  of  preparation  the  same  as  I  received  it ;  leaving  for  those  who 
may  prove  its  value  to  give  it  ofScinally,  if  ihey  prefer  to  do  so. 

Recently  pulverized  Alexandrian  Senna  leaves,  one  ounce. 
Do.  do.        Coriander  seeds,  half  an  ounce. 

Fresh  Figs  (free  from  stems,  and  cut  with  a  chopping-knife  as  fine 
as  possible^  one  pound,  with  which  intermix  the  powders  thoroughly. 
It  rorms  a  laxative  fig  paste,  which,  taken  in  doses  of  one  to  four  dracluna 
(a  piece  of  the  size  of  a  hazelnut  or  walaut),  cannot  be  surpassed  for  its 
efficient  or  pleasant  action.  J. 


I.    NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OP  MEDICINR 

XXTBAOT  FROM  THB  MINUTES. 

SUtUd  Meeting,  Dec.  5, 1855.  President,  Dr.  J.  W.  Frakoib,  in  the 
chair.  The  minutes  of  the  October  meeting  and  of  the  Anniversary 
meeting  were  i^ead  and  approved. 

The  0<»ntnittee  on  AdnUesions  then  reported,  and  recommended  the 
following  gentlemen  for  Resident  Fellowship: — Dr.  J.  L.  Smith,  137 
Forty-Nm£  St.,  a  grad.  of  the  Coll.  Phys.  and  Surgs.,  N.  York,  in  186S  ; 
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Dr.  James  W.  EUiot,  No.  8  Eighth  Avenue,  grad.  Coll.  Phjs.  and  Sorgs., 
K.  York,  1850 ;  Dr.  F.  T.  Bumstead,  278  Sixth  Avenne,  grad.  Hanraid 
UniveraiW,  1851 ;  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Hills,  comer  of  East  One  Hundred  imd 
Twenty-Fifth  Street  and  Third  Avenue,  grad.  Tale  College,  1846 ;  Dr.  J. 
Jilarion  Sims,  79  Madison  Avenue,  grad.  Jefferson  Coll.,  Phila.»  1835  ; 
and  Dr.  E.  Lee  Jones,  Demilt  Dispensary,  comer  of  Second  Avenue  and 
Twenty-Third  Street,  grad.  of  National  Med.  College,  Waafabgton, 
D.  C.  1851. 

The  order  of  business  was  then  suspended  to  hear  the  remainder  of 
the  anniversary  oration,  a  portion  of  which  was  read  by  Dr.  Watson. 

The  Sections  being  called  upon,  Dr.  Watts,  chairman  pro  tem.  of  the 
SeeHan  on  Anatomy,  reported  that  a  meeting  had  been  called  for  the 
purpose  of  oi^ganization. 

Dr.  Joel  Foster,  in  behalf  of  the  Section  on  Materia  Medica,  read  a 
report  on  Cod  liver  Oil,  of  which  he  enumerated  three  varieties — the 
pide,  light,  and  dark  brown ;  the  pale  being  the  variety  most  in  use  in 
the  United  States,  and  which  is  supposed  to  contain  more  of  the  active 
medicinal  principles.  The  test  to  distinguish  it  from  other  oils,  is  the  ad- 
dition of  strong  sulphuric  add,  which  produces  a  violet  color,  changing 
to  purple  in  pure  oil. 

The  Sections  on  Theory  and  Practice  and  Obstetrics  presented  written 
reports.    The  several  reports  were  ordered  on  file. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  in  favor  of  paying  several  bills. 

The  Treasurer  requested  contributors  to  the  Prize  Fund  to  pay  their 
subscriptions. 

Dr.  S.  T.  jErtt&&arcf,Domestic.Corre8ponding  Secretary,  reported  that 
he  had)  in  ac4^rdance  with  the  instractions  of  the  Academy,  opened  a 
correspondence  with  the  Smithsonian  Institute  on  the  subject  of  an  in- 
terdumge  of  publications,  and  communicated  a  letter  from  the  Secretary; 
and  a  package  of  the  publications  of  the  Institute. 

Dr.  Warren  then  presented  a  drawing  of  an  instrument  designed  to 
inject  the  vapor  of  chloroform  into  the  vagina  and  uterus,  which,  after 
examination,  was  referred  to  the  Section  on  Obstetrics, 

Dr.  B.  F,  Barker  next  read  a  long  and  valuable  paper  upon  "  Puer- 
peral Convulsions,"  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Dr.  T.  F.  Cock  narrated  a  case  of  labor,  in  which  he  used  the  ''Ob- 
stetoic  Extractor  "  of  Dr.  Buffum,  but  without  success.  The  instrument 
was  objectionable  in  his  opinion  in  not  being  as  easy  of  application,  nor 
as  safe,  nor  as  clean,  as  the  forceps.  Drs.  Watson,  Barker,  and  Gardner 
expressed  their  opinions  respctingits  value,  and  stated  cases  where,  per- 
haps,  it  might  be  successfolly  employed. 

Dr.  Barker  also  exhibited  a  uterine  sound  invented  by  Dr.  Sanger,  of 
Blaokwell's  Island,  which  appeared  to  possess  some  merit.  Both  instru- 
ments were  referred  to  the  Section  on  Obstetrics,  to  report  upon  their 
▼alue. 

Dr.  Me  Ntdty  related  a  case  of  twins,  in  which  the  heads  of  both 
children  descended  into  the  pelvis  ahnost  simultaneously. 
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Dr.  Warren,  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Batchelder,  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which,  being  an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  laid  over,  under 
the  rule :— Whereas,  the  last  clause  of  the  8d  Article  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  New  York  Academy  o(  Medicine,  which  requires  a  residence  of 
two  years  in  this  city  or  its  vicinity  in  order  ''to  render  an  individual 
eligible  to  a  Resident  Fellowship  in  the  Academy,"  frequenUy  operates  to 
the  detriment  of  the  Academy,  by  excluding  for  that  length  of  time  dis- 
tinguished medical  genUemen  of  well-known  established  professional 
reputation  and  character,  who  remove  to  this  city  for  a  permanent  resi- 
dence :  Therefore,  Resolved,  that  the  aforesaid  clause,  to  wit,  ^  A  residence 
of  at  least  two  years  as  a  practitioner  in  this  city  or  its  vicinity  shall  be 
necessary  to  render  an  individual  eligible  to  a  Resident  Fellowshin,''  be 
transferred,  and  is  hereby  transferred,  from  the  Constitution  to  tke  By 
Laws,  and  made  the  first  section  of  Article  XXDI.  of  said  By  Laws. 

Ihe  Academy  then  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year ;  after  which,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 


n.    NEW  YORK  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

Reportxd  bt  T.  Gaillard  Thomas,  M.  D.  Secretary,  pro  tern. 

Regular  Meeting^'^oy.  14th,  1855. — ^President  Dr.  Boltojt,  in  the 
chair. 

Dr.  Detmold  exhibited  to  the  Society  a  child  which  presented  a  defi- 
ciency on  the  median  line  in  the  occipital  bone,  near  its  junction  with 
the  two  parietals.  The  opening  was  rounder  than  the  fontanelle,  and 
its  borders  more  distinct  and  abrupt ;  its  covering  was  thin ;  and,  by 
placing  the  hand  upon  it,  the  pulsations  of  the  brain  could  be  distinctiy 
felt  Through  this  spot  the  act  of  crying  or  coughing  protruded  a  tu- 
mor, which  was  augmented  in  size  by  the  increased  muscular  efforts  of 
the  chUd.  It  was  divided. into  two  by  the  falx  cerebri,  which,  passing 
across  its  center,  acted  as  a  constricting  band.  The  child  was  fourteen 
months  old,  and  in  good  health ;  the  tumor  had  been  first  observed  by 
the  mother  when  it  was  three  months  of  age ;  and  she  asserted  that,  dur- 
ing sleep,  the  child  showed  convulsive  symptoms.  Dr.  Detmold  regard- 
ed the  tumor  as  a  hernia  cerebri,  divided  into  two  by  the  fait :  he  was 
uncertain  whether  the  deficiency  was  one  of  the  congenital  kind  observed 
so  frequentiy  on  the  median  line,  or  whether  it  was  the  disease  recenUy 
described  by  continental  writers  under  the  name  of  ^  CraniotaJis,"  or 
softening  of  the  cranial  bones ;  but  inclined  to  the  belief  (hat  it  was  the 
latter  disease. 

Dr  Post  presented  portions  of  bone  removed  from  an  ununited  frac- 
ture, of  which  the  following  account  was  ^ven :  the  patient,  a  man  of 
40  years  of  age,  in  good  health,  and  of  rather  intemperate  habits,  waa^ 
thrown  from  a  cart  about  ten  months  ago,  and  sustained  a  fracture  of 
the  humerus,  for  which  he  entered  the  New  York  Hospital.    There  he- 
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vas  treated  for  two  months ;  but  no  union  could  be  obtained,  and  he  left 
the  Hoepital  with  an  ununited  fracture.  He  then  came  under  the  treatr 
ment  of  ae^eral  physiciana  of  the  city ;  but  experiencing  no  benefit,  he 
applied  to  Dr.  Post  about  six  weeks  ago.  A  fortnight  ago,  an  operation 
having  been  determined  upon,  it  was  thus  performed :  an  incision  was 
made  along  the  outer  face  of  the  arm,  the  heads  of  the  bones  exposed, 
and  a  chain  saw  being  passed  around  them,  they  were  removed,  and  the 
bones  brought  into  apposition  and  wired.  The  wound  has  since  done 
well.  Dr.  Detmold  inquired  what  in  this  case  had  been  the  cause  of 
non-union  f  Dr.  Post  replied  that  it  was  probably  due  to  the  abstrac- 
tion from  the  patient  of  his  accustomed  sdmulL  Dr.  Detmold  expressed 
the  opinion  that  next  to  the  occurrence  of  fracture  on  shipboard,  abstrac- 
tion of  stimulus  is  the  most  fruitful  cause  of  non-union. 

Dr.  McOready  presented  two  enlarged  and  congested  kidneys  in 
which  there  was  a  considerable  purulent  deposit,  which  could  be  traced 
along  the  tubes,  and  poured  freely  from  them  upon  pressure.  No  his- 
tory of  the  previous  symptoms  could  be  obtained,  except  that  the  man  had 
been  attacked  with  sudden  and  violent  pain  in  the  abdomen,  after  work- 
ing in  a  damp  cellar,  and  that  he  had  since  had  fever.  For  this  he  en- 
tered Bellevue  Hospital,  where,  in  a  few  days,  he  sunk  into  a  state  of 
coma,  and  died.  His  urine  (which  was  freely  passed)  was  tested  previous 
to  death  and  found  albuminous;  and  the  postmortem  examination 
revealed  the  renal  disorder  above  mentioned. 

Dr.  McCready  also  presented  the  lungs  of  a  patient  who  entered  Bel-, 
levue  Hospital  with  double  pneumonia,  which  he  had  contracted  after 
drinking  very  freely  and  exposing  himself.  In  a  few  days  after  admis- 
sion he  died,  and  in  the  lungs  were  found  a  number  of  small  abcesses 
filled  with  well-elaborated  pus.  The  case  was  one  of  lobular  pneumo- 
nia, which,  although  common  in  children,  is  rare  in  adults  ;  at  least  he 
had  met  with  no  other  case  of  it.  In  the  physical  sounds,  he  had  been 
struck  by  the  peculiarly  coarse  and  almost  mucous  character  of  the 
crepitus. 

Dr.  McCready  then  presented  a  concretion  of  mixed  phosphate  and 
carbonate  of  lime,  over  1-8  of  an  inch  in  diameter  and  above  an  inch 
loDff,  which  was  found  in  the  pancreatic  ^land  and  duct  of  a  patient  who 
had  died  in  Bellevue  Hospital  of  albuminuria  and  phlebitis,  on  the  23d 
of  Oct  last.  The  patient,  who  was  an  emaciated  and  feeble-looking;  per- 
son of  thirty  years  of  age,  entered  the  Hospital  on  the  l7th  of  Oct., Tabor- 
iog  under  violent  dyspnoea.  His  previous  history  was  to  the  effect  that 
he  had  been  in  good  health  up  to  two  years  ago,  when  he  had  contract- 
ed a  cough  which  has  since  been  accompanied  by  loss  of  flesh  and  hemop- 
tysis. On  entrance,  his  pulse  was  full  and  frequent,  the  body  bathed 
in  a  profuse  sweat,  exhaled  a  disaCTeeable  odor,  the  breath  was  extreme- 
ly &iid,  and  the  urine  was  albuminous.  Physical  examination  showed 
tJie  existence  of  phthisis.  Soon  after  entering  the  ward  he  had  a  convul- 
sion, which  was  repeated  in  thirty-six  hours — before  this  he  had  never 
been  similarly  affected.     On  the  20th,  diarrhoea  set  b,  and  examination 
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of  the  abdomen  showed  a  marked  tenderness  orer  the  lirer,  which  an- 
peared  enlarged.  Orer  the  anterior  aspect  of  the  chest,  mncoos  rue 
was  audible.  Daring  the  night  of  the  20th,  patient  was  saddenly  seised 
wiUi  mat  dyspnoea,  which  continued  until  8  o'clock  of  the  f<Hlowing 
morning,  when  he  had  another  conyulsion  which  lasted  fire  minutes,  and 
ceasing,  left  him  without  the  dyspnoea.  On  the  erening  of  the  2lBt,  how- 
ever, it  returned  with  increased  violence,  and  he  died,  after  a  protracted 
struggle,  at  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  28d.  At  the  postmor- 
tem examination,  there  were  found  eight  abscesses  in  the  cerebrum,  each 
containing  about  half  an  oance  of  pus ;  the  cerebellum  contained  none. 
Ihe  lungs  contained  a  small  amount  of  tubercular  matter,  and  their  sur- 
faces were  covered  with  small  multiple  abscesses.  The  liver  contained 
numerous  small  collections  of  pus,  which  were  scattered  throug'hout  its 
substance.  The  spleen  was  enlarged  and  softened,  and  contained  a  num- 
ber of  discrete  abscesses.  The  right  kidney  contained  an  abscess  in  its 
secreting  portion  which  held  about  one  ounce  of  pus.  It  was  lined  by 
pyogenic  membrane,  and  did  not  connect  with  the  tubular  portion  of  the 
tidney.  In  the  pancreas  was  found  the  concretion  already  described. 
The  urine  taken  from  the  bladder  after  death  was  examined  by  Dr.  Draper, 
and  contained  albumen,  epithelial  cells,  and  casts  of  the  tubes  and  blood 
globules,  with  exudation  corpuscles.     Its  specific  gravity  was  1012. 

Dr.  Krakomtaer  showed  a  foetus  of  four  months,  of  which  abortion 
had  been  caused  by  interruption  of  the  circulation  through  the  funis, 
which  had  been  compressed  by  the  following  arrangement  of  its  course : 
passing  from  the  umbilicus  of  the  child,  the  cord  had  wound  over  the 
shoulder,  around  the  neck,  under  the  arm,  to  the  placenta,  causing  suffi- 
cient pressure  to  stop  the  circulation  and  produce  death.  The  act  was 
preceded  by  a  rigor,  three  days  previous,  and  pain  in  the  abdomen  on 
the  day  of  its  occurrence. 

Dr.  Afarkoe  presented  a  necrosed  femur  which  had  been  removed 
some  weeks  ago  by  Dr.  Buck,  who  gave  the  following  details  of  the  case : 
the  patient,  a  boy  about  15  or  16  years  old,  received,  about  three  or  four 
years  ago,  an  injury  of  the  thigh,  which  was  followed  by  inflammation 
of  its  tissues  and  bone,  and  finally  resulted  in  necrosis,  dontrary  to  cus- 
tom, the  exfoliation  took  place  on  the  inner  aspect  of  the  thigh,  and  four 
fistiUous  orifices  existed  there,  from  which  there  was  a  profuse  purulent 
discharge.  The  boy's  healUi  was  at  that  time  so  much  impaired  that 
Dr.  Rodgers,  who  saw  him,  advised  amputation,  but  the  family  objected 
to  it  About  a  year  ago  his  condition  improved  most  surprisingly,  the 
suppuration  diminished,  and  so  much  was  his  strength  re-established  that 
Dr.  Buck  entertained  hopes  of  saving  the  limb  by  removing  the  seques- 
trum, but  advised  delay  until  the  fall.  All  progressed  well  until  August, 
when,  after  a  fatiguing  walk,  profuse  hemorrhage  occurred  fi*om  the  fis- 
tulous orifices,  which  was  uncontrollable  by  compression  of  the  artery  as 
it  passed  over  the  pubis,  and  was  checked  only  by  firm  pressure  over  each 
of  the  fistulous  orifices.  At  each  renewal  of  the  dressing,  this  recurred, 
with  so  much  violence  that  the  attending  physician  called  in  Dr.  Buck. 
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The  qoostion  now  waa  not  one  of  saving  the  limb,  but  the  life  of  the 
patient;  and  to  do  ao^.  Dr.  B.  regavded  amputation,  either  through  the 
coxo-femoral  articulation  or  through  the  femur,  leaving  the  head  of  the 
bone  in  situ,  as  the  only  altematiye.  The  operation  was  perfonned,  the 
head  of  the  bone  being  left,  and  Uie  hemorrnage  so  well  controlled  that 
not  more  than  three  or  four  ounces  of  blood  were  lost.  The  patient  did 
well,  and  in  three  weeks  was  sitting  up  in  his  chamber.  Dr.  Markoe 
then  continued  the  account  The  amputated  part  being  examined,  the 
femoral  artery  was  found  perforated  by  a  needle-like  spiculum  from  the 
end  of  the  sequestrum,  and  thus  arose  the  violent  hemorrhages  afore-men- 
tftoned ;  the  opening  in  the  artery  was  found  filled  by  coagula,  which 
probably  saved  the  patient  from  death  by  hem<»rhage.  One  point  in 
the  ease  which  was  unique  to  him,  was  this,  the  sequestrum  was  found 
lying  free  within  its  cavity,  no  involuemm  investing  its  inner  fece. 

Dr  Markoe  then  presented  a  nearly  cylindri^  sequestrum,  about 
SIX  and  a  half  inches  in  length,  removed  from  the  stump  of  a  thieh  am- 
putated in  June  last.  After  the  operation,  the  patient  did  well  until 
the  external  wound  had  diminished  to  the  siae  of  a  shilling,  when  its 
lips  pouted,  and  dead  bone  was  discovered  at  its  bottom  by  the  probe. 
This  was  one  month  after  amputation,  and  Dr.  M.  waited  four  months, 
hoping  that  nature  would  cast  off  the  dead  matter  without  aid ;  this, 
however,  did  not  occur,  and  six  weeks  ago  he  seized  the  dead  bone  with 
a  pair  of  forceps  and  made  traction,  but  was  unable  to  move  it  Convinced 
that  as  four  months  had  now  elapsed  since  the  operation,  the  sec^^ueatrum 
must  be  detached,  he  took  a  stronger  instrument,  and  making  firm 
traction,  moved  the  necrosed  part  about  3-4  of  an  inch,  when  it  slipped, 
and  would  come  no  further.  He  then  made  occasional  traction,  hoping, 
gradually  to  overcome  the  resistance,  but  failing  to  do  so,  he  determmed 
to  resort  to  operation,  and  thus  proceeded :  laying  bare  the  end  of  the 
bone,  he  chiseled  away  about  1-4  of  an  inch  of  Uie  involucrum ;  then 
making  traction  and  examining  wi^^  his  finger,  he  discovered  a  spiculum 
of.  bone  resembling  a  nail,  running  from  a  bony  wall  within,  through  a 
hole  in  the  sequestrum,  to  the  involucrum  without ;  which  being  broken 
by  a  blow  of  tne  chisel,  the  sequestrum  at  once  came  away. 

He  remarked  that  months  alter  the  performance  of  amputation  at  the 
middle  of  the  thigh,  these  necrosed  pieces  frequently  come  away ;  the 
feet  is  mentioned  by  Yelpeau,  Ghelius,  Syme,  Erichsen,  South,  Gross,  and 
others,  but  having  met  with  no  satisfactory  explanation  of  it  in  these 
authors,  he  suggested  the  following.  The  occurrence  of  necrosis  under 
these  circumstances  may  be  due,  l&t,  to  inflammatory  action  beins  alight- 
ed in  the  medullary  membrane,  which  prevents  it  from  nourismng  the 
inner  hs^  of  the  cylinder  of  the  shaft  of  the  bone ;  2d,  to  suppuration 
extending  upward  between  the  medullary  membrane  and  the  bone ;  and 
3d,  to  the  nutritious  artery  (which  often  enters  the  bone  below  its  mid- 
dle^ being  cut  off.  In  the  last  case,  the  bone  must  be  nourished  by  the 
collateral  circulation  established  through  the  small  arteries  of  the  medul- 
lary membrane  and  periosteum,  whi^  enlarge  for  that  purpose ;  but 
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being  contained  in  bony  canalsy  they  enlarge  slowly,  and  befuw  reaching 
the  requiaite  size,  the  bone  dies.  Ultimatdy,  however,  they  do  enlarge, 
when  Uie  medullary  membrane,  elaborating  a  bony  wall  within,  and  me 
periosteum  without,  the  sequestrum  is  thus  imprisoned  between  the  two. 
Dr.  Peaslee  remarked  that  if  the  affection  of  the  medullary  membrane 
produced  this  result,  it  would  as  likely  occur  when  the  amputation  was 
performed  at  any  other  point  where  it  existed ;  he  believed  the  third 
explanation  to  be  the  correct  one. 

Dr.  Fitinell  exhibited  a  specimen  of  duiphragtwUk  hernia,  and  gave 
the  history  of  the  case.* 

Dr.  F.  also  presented  the  heart  of  a  woman,  of  25  years  of  a^e,  who 
had  the  day  previous,  while  at  work,  &llen  to  the  floor  and  died  instant- 
ly. U^n  postmortem  examination,  an  aneurism  of  the  riffht  coronary 
artery  was  discovered.  This,  however,  had  not  burst,  and  he  could  not 
account  for  the  suddenness  of  the  death.  Dr.  Metcalfe  thought  that,  as 
the  head  and  abdomen  were  not  examined,  it  could  not  be  taken  for 
granted  that  the  aneurism  had  caused  death. 

Dr.  Conant  presented  a  fracture  of  the  patella  of  fourteen  years* 
standing;  the  fragments  were  separated  from  each  other  about  six 
inches,  the  upper  cul  de  sac  was  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  inches 
Icm^,  and  the  lower  was  obliterated.  LitUe  use  was  made  of  the  limb 
during  life ;  and,  in  walking  it  was  thrown  forth  mechanically. 

Dr.  G.  also  presented  a  tumor  which  was  taken  after  death  from  the 
abdomen  of  a  man ;  it  had  been  attached  to  the  ileum  at  its  junction 
with  the  coecum,  and  appeared  to  have  existed  between  two  folds  of  the 
peritoneum;  it  contained  a  thick  creamy,  semifluid  substance.  Dr. 
Metcalfe  remarked  that  he  had  once  seen  a  specimen  somewhat  similar, 
which  was  attached  to  the  rectum  by  a  pedicle.  The  differential  diag- 
nosis between  one  of  these  and  ovarian  tumor  would,  he  thought,  be 
very  di£Scult.  Dr.  Metcalfe  was  requested  by  the  President  to  examine 
the  contents  of  the  tumor,  and  report  |o  the  Society. 


Heaty  Damages  for  pretended  Mal-praclice. — A  case  has  recently  occurred 
in  our  neighborhood  which  has  excited  considerable  interest — an  interest  de- 
rived partly  from  its  own  nature,  and  partly  from  the  discrepancy  of  opinion 
among  the  surgeons  who  testified,  and  sfill  more  from  the  cruel  injustice  of 
the  verdict,  which  adds  another  to  the  instances,  unfortunately  too  frequent 
of  late,  both  of  ignorance  of  the  true  responsibilities  of  the.  surgeon,  and  of 

*  Reported  in  fall  in  our  laet  Ko.  under  the  head  of  Original  Communiea- 
tiona 
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the  insormonnteble  difBculti^s  whiek  he  is  sometimet  called  upon  to  eneonn- 
ter. 

The  eifcnmstAnees  of  the  case,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  gather  them 
from  different  sonioes,  are  briefly  as  follows :  Dr.  J.  E.  Snell^  a  physician  of 
Greenpoint,  then  a  recent  graduate  of  one  of  the  medicals  ehools  of  our  city, 
was  called  in  August,  1859,  to  attend  Albert  A.  Wilson,  a  boy  about  twelve  years 
of  age,  who  had  received  an  injury  of  the  right  elbow  from  a  £b11.  The  exact 
nature  of  the  injury  does  not  seem  to  have  been  definitely  settled  at  the  time, 
and  is  still  one  of  the  points  respecting  which  difforent  opinions  are  entertained. 
Dr.  Snell  put  up  the  arm  in  a  straight  position,  with  long  splints;  and  in  about 
an  hour,  the  boy  wasseen  by  Dr.  Pnnoe,of  this  city,  the  former  physician  of  the 
famOy,  who  did  not  disturb  the  dressings,  and  told  the  mother  that  it  would 
be  time  enough  to  determine  the  nature  of  the  accident  at  the  next  dreasmg. 
The  dressuigs  were  also  seen  and  approved  of  by  another  physician  about  the 
same  time.  The  boy  was  then  left  in  charge  of  Dr.  Snell  for  eux  days,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  and  Dr.  Prince  saw  him  together ;  and  at  that  time,  Dr. 
Prince  rt-ofplied  the  bandage  himself^  Dr.  S.  aasistiog  him  by  holding  the  arm, 
&c.  The  second  dressing  was  removed  at  the  end  of  the  tenth  day  from  its 
applieatioD,  wh^n  the  little  finger,  and  we  believe  also  the  adjoining  finger,  was 
found  dry  and  black  like  **  dried  prune,"  indicating  a  state' of  gangrene.  Pro£ 
W.  Parker  saw  the  patient  on  the  following  day,  and  found  the  ends  of  the 
fingers  in  the  state  above  described,  and  also  blebs  scattered  upon  the  fore- 
arm. Sloughing  of  the  integuments  of  the  fingers  progressed,  and  termin- 
ated in  the  loss  of  nearly,  if  not  qoite^  all  of  the  fingers ;  which,  with  some 
shrinking  of  the  arm,  andmore  or  less  restraint  of  the  motion  of  the  elbow 
joint,  constitutes  the  injury  for  which  damages  are  claimed.  For  this  result. 
Dr.  Snell  was  arraigned  for  mal-practice,  in  1853,  and  a  verdict  rendered 
against  him  at  that  time  for  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  and  costs.  From  this 
decision  an  appeal  was  made,  and  a  new  trial  was  granted ;  which  has  recently 

:  terminated,  and  in  which  the  former  decision  was  confirmed,  and  a  verdict  of 

I  three  thousand  dollars  rendered  against  him. 

The  principal  point  of  the  case  appears  to  have  been,  the  came  of  the  slough- 
ing of  the  integuments  of  the  hand,  of  which  the  chief  deformity  suffered  by 
the  poor  boy  would  seem  to  be  the  direct  consequence.  It  was  up<m  this 
point  that  some  of  our  leading  sur^ons  differed  in  opinion.  Dr.  Parker,  who, 
as  before  remarkecli  saw  the  boy  in  the  early  stage  of  the  sleugUng,  gave  his 
opinion  that  it  was  probably  produced  by  the  bandage,  and  we  suppose  by 
the  bandage  applied  on  the  sixth  day  after  the  injury.  Drs.  Mott,  Jas.  R. 
Wood,  Watson,  Post,  and  others  of  this  city,  and  Dr.  Ayrea,  of  Brooklyn» 
thought  that  it  might  have  been  and  probably  was  produced  by  other  causes. 
Dr.  J.  R.  Wood  believed  that  there  had  been  a  fracture  of  the  lower  end  of 
the  humerus  extending  through  the  joint,  with  more  or  less  displacement  of 
the  bones,  and  that  pressure  of  displaced  bone  obliterated  the  brachial  artery, 
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opposite  the  elbow  joint,  witb  eibnoii  of  Ijinpfa,  and  perluqpe  of  blood,  from 
laeention  of  the  internal  and  middle  coats  of  the  artery,  and  that  the  slough- 
ing wmt  owing  to  this  eaose,  and  not  to  the  pressors  of  a  tight  bandage.  He 
said  that  if  produced  by  bandaging,  it  wonld  ha^  oetmrred  before  the  end  of 
six  days.  Dr.  Wood,  who  was  also  a  witness  on  the  fbrmer  trial,  was  the  firet 
to  diseoYer  the  obliteration  of  the  brachial  artery  previona  to  that  trial,  npon 
whidi  his  own  opmion  of  the  canse  of  the  aeeident  was  predicated,  and  also 
that  of  the  other  surgeons  who  agreed  with  him. 

It  is  acknowledged  by  all  that  sloughing  of  the  parts  below  an  injury  does 
ooeasionally  ooear  under  the  most  careftil  management,  in  the  hands  of  experi- 
enced surgeons,  independently  of  pressure  firom  a  bandage  too  tightly  applied, 
or  any  other  apparent  mechanical  cause.  Dr.  Mott  testified  that  similar  re- 
sults had  occurred  in  his  own  practice  alter  the  application  of  a  bandage ;  and 
at  least  four  or  five  analogous  cases  have  come  within  our  own  knowledge, 
when  there  was  no  doubt  of  proper  attention  or  skill.  It  was  contended,  too, 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  that  a  bandage  applied  so  tightly  as  to  produce 
sloughing  would  have  caused  more  pain  than  the  patient  in  the  present  in- 
stance is  said  to  have  complained  of.  And,  even  if  it  is  admitted  that  the 
pressure  of  the  bandage  was  the  cause  of  the  unfortunate  result,  there  is  no 
proof  of  want  of  proper  attention  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Snell.  He  visited  the 
patient  dally,  and  saw  nothkg  himself,  nor  heard  any  thing  on  the  part  of 
the  family,  which  led  him  to  suppose  that  mischief  was  going  on;  and  it 
is  not  unlikely  that  the  parts  were  so  covered  by  the  bandage  as  not  to  allow 
of  the  detection  of  the  change  which  it  is  claimed  was  taking  place,  and  which 
ended  in  the  gangrene  of  the  parts.  The  father,  too,  was  perfectly  aware  of  the 
comparative  inexperience  of  Dr.  S.,  and,  still,  chose  to  put  the  early  manage- 
ment of  the  case  in  his  hands.  It  seems  to  us  a  most  unjust,  and  indeed  a 
vindictive  verdict,  under  the  circnmatanees;  and  Dr.  S.  certainly  deserves  the 
sympathy  of  his  brethren  in  the  matter. 

Then,  again,  granting  that  the  bandage  was  the  cause  of  the  mischief^ 
where  is  the  justice  of  such  heavy  damages  against  Dr.  Snell,  if  Dr.  Prince  him- 
self^ the  former  physician  of  the  family,  and  enjoying  their  confidenoe,  put  on 
the  bandage,  as  is  said,  at  the  time  of  second  dressing  !  If  there  were  any  indi- 
cations of  trouble  m  the  circulation  at  the  time  of  the  second  dresshig.  Dr.  P. 
should  have  been  aware  of  it,  and  not  have  aggravated  the  difiiculty  at  the  only 
period  vdien  there  was  any  chance  of  a  remedy ;  and  if  there  ivas  nothmg  wrong 
at  that  time,  and  the  subsequent  trouble  was  owing  to  pressure  by  a  too  tight 
bandage,  why  should  Dr.  S.  be  made  alone  responsible  for  what  occurred,  if 
Dr.  P.  was,  to  say  the  least,  equally  implicated  with  him  in  the  application  of 
the  bandage,  and  firom  his  greater  age,  and  more  extensive  experienoe,  would 
be  supposed  better  qualified  to  judge  both  of  the  condition  of  the  parts  at  the 
time,  and  of  the  propriety  of  the  re-application  of  the  bandage  1 

We  trust  that  a  taVL  account  of  the  trial  will  be  published,  tet  the  pro- 
fession  may  be  able  to  judge  for  itself  upon  the  merits  of  the  case. 
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UnfbrtBBAtely,  in  all  trials  of  this  kind,  popular  pfejiidieo  is  against  the 
medioal  man ;  and  we  regret  to  say  also  that,  often,  gentlemen  of  the  legal 
profession  are  too  apt  to  join  in  with  this  popular  feeling.  We  have  heard 
recently  of  an  instanee,  in  a  neighboring  State,  in  which  a  large  stone  fell  npon 
the  arm  of  a  man,  and  crushed  it  to  such  a  degree  that  the  first  question  was 
as  to  the  propriety  of  primary  amputation.  It  was  decided,  howerer,  to 
attempt  to  save  the  limb,  and  the  attempt  proved  successful,  though  of  course 
not  without  deformity.  But  the  natural  bonesetter.  Dr.  Sweet,  testified  that 
he  was  always  in  the  habit  of  curing  such  cases  without  deformity ;  and  the 
judge  being  a  warm  admirer  of  Br.  S.,  a  verdict  was  obtained  against  the 
surgeon  for  mal-praetice,  oontrary  to  the  opmions  given  in  court  by  some  of 
the  leading  phyaioians  in  the  viehiity,  and  while  he  was  really  entitled  to  credit 
for  saviqg  the  limb  in  a  condition  to  be  of  oonaideiable  use  to  the  patient. 
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The  Ohsietrie  Memoirs  and  Contrihutuma  of  James  JT.  Simpson^  M.  i>., 
F.  B.  S.  E.^  Prof,  of  Midwifery  in  the  Univers.  of  Edinburgh^  Se. 
dc.  Edited  by  W.  O.Pribstlst,  M.  D^  Edinburgh,  formerly  Yice-PrsB. 
of  the  Paris.  Med.  Society,  and  Horatio  R.  ^obxr,  M.  D.,  Boston, 
U.  S.,  one  of  the  Physio,  of  the  Boston  Lying-in  HospitaJ,  Member 
of  the  Medico-Chirurg.  and  Obstetric  Society  of  Edinburgh,  &o.,  &c. 
Vol.  L    Philadelphia :  J.  B.  Lippincott  &;  Co.  1855,  pp.  756. 

This  is  tlie  first  of  a  series  of  volumes  of  the  writings  of  Dr.  Simpson, 
and  is  intended  to  embrace  all  the  varied  and  valuable  contributions  of 
this  aceomplished  obstetrician  that  have  appeared  in  the  British  pieriod- 
icals  during  a  few  years  past,  and  thus  give  them  a  permanent,  and  at 
the  same  time  a  more  accessible  form  than  they  could  possibly  enjoy,  as 
formerly  circumstanced.  It  is  a  matter  of  wonder  both  that  a  man  not  yet 
forty-four  years  of  age  should  have  enjoyed  that  vast  range  of  experience 
which  affords  him  such  a  storehouse  of  most  valuable  facts  and  opinions ; 
and  that  he  should  also  have  found  opportunities  in  the  midst  of  the  in* 
cessant  demands  upon  his  time,  of  accomplishing  so  much  for  the  litera- 
ture of  our  profession.  As  already  remarked,  the  greater  portion  of  these 
^papers  have  already  appeared  at  different  times  in  the  British  Journals 
of  Medicine.  Some,  however,  are  entirely  new,  and  two  or  three  of  the 
old  ones  have  been  revised  by  Dr.  Simpson  himself.  This  volume  con- 
tains ail  oi  the  obstetric  writings  of  Dr.  S.  up  to  April,  1855,  with  the 
mngle  exception  of  a  series  of  short  articles  on  some  of  the  most  common 
diseases  of  women,  written  many  years  ago  for  the  Library  of  Medicine, 
which  are  not  considered  by  him  as  of  sufficient  value  to  be  included  in 
it    We  need  not  say  that  these  papers  are  not  only  published  by  the 
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GonBent  of  their  author,  but  with  his  cordial  coopeFation,  and  ako  with 
hia  aid,  ao  far  as  was  consiatent  with  his  numerous  aTocationa.  Instead 
of  publishing  tibem  ohronologically,  the  editors  have  very  iudiciously 
arranged  them  under  the  different  heads  of  Special  Pathology  of  the 
Unimpregnated  FemaU,  Physiology  and  Pathology  of  Pregnancy^  and 
Natural  and  Morbid  Parturition,  by  which  reference  to  them  is  much 
facilitated.  By  Dr.  Simpson's  special  request,  they  have  avoided  as 
much  as  possible  entering  into  the  controyersies  in  which  he  has  at  dif- 
ferent times  been  engaged,  always  in  self  defense  on  his  part  In  addi- 
tion to  the  large-sized  octavo  volume  now  furnished  us,  Dr.  S.  has  writ- 
ten essays  and  papers  which  would  of  themselves  form  a  large  volume, 
and  which  it  was  thought  beet  not  to  embody  with  this. 

As 'the  junior  editor  properly  remarks,  ^Dr.  Simpson  is  probably 
better  known  throughout  the  United  States  than  any  other  living  obstet- 
rician." No  man  probably  ever  introduced  so  many  changes  into  the 
practice  of  obstetrics  within  so  short  a  period,  or  ever  so  stamped  it  with 
the  impress  of  his  genius.  Many  of  his  plans  have  met  with  opposition, 
and  sometimes  of  the  bitterest  kind,  and  some  of  them  are  still  subjudiee. 
We  do  not  intend  even  an  examination  of  these  changes,  much  less 
a  defense  of  them.  The  simple  introduction  of  the  use  of  ansesthetics 
in  labor,  was  enough  to  make  tne  reputation  of  any  common  man;  while 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  others  of  his  proposals  will  be  the  means 
of  saving  many  lives.  Dr.  Storer  has  inserted  a  short  preface  to  the 
American  edition  of  the  volume,  in  defense  of  some  of  the  proposals  of 
Dr.  Simpson,  which  Dr.  S.  refused  to  have  admitted  into  the  Edinburgh 
edition,  more  especially  against  the  charges  of  Dr  Robt  Lee,  of  London, 
and  the  recent  decision  oi  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine  against  the 
use  of  intra-uterine  pessaries.  We  regard  the  selection  of  an  American 
as  one  of  the  editors  of  his  writings  as  a  compliment  '^to  our  coun- 
try, and  feel  that  the  choice  has  been  most  judiciously  made,  and  doub( 
not  that  the  appearance  of  the  present  volume  will  be  welcomed  among 
us,  with  the  hope  that  its  lifted  author  may  long  live  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  that  high  reputation  which  all  are  so  ready  to  award  to  him.  We 
will  only  add,  that  the  mechanical  execution  of  the  volume  is  fully 
worthy  of  the  value  of  its  contents. 

A  Treatise  on  Epidemic  ChoUra,  By  Horatio  Gates  Jameson,  sen., 
M.  D.,  Member  of  the  Med.  and  Ohir.  Faculty  of  Maryland ;  Prof,  of 
Surgery,  &c.,  dbc.  Philadelphia:  Lindsay  k  Blaekiston,  1855,  pp. 
286. 

Our  author  has  collected  documents  from  different  countries  respect- 
ing the  nature  and  progress  of  this  still  mysterious  disease,  and  thus 
thrown  together  for  tne  benefit  of  the  American  reader,  much  that  is 
curious  and  interesting,  though  not  much  that  is  recent  or  of  any  eapedal 
practical  value.  He  early  took  a  deep  interest  in  its  study,  and  was  a 
firm  non-contagionist  from  the  first,  and  published  in  a  journal  at  Balti- 
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more,  in  1882,  what  informatioii  he  could  ^ther  upon  the  subject  at 
the  time  of  the  first  appearance  of  the  disease  m  our  country.  He  claims 
to  have  entertained  the  same  opinion  of  the  subject^  and  to  hare  published 
the  same  views,  measures,  and  preventives  respecting  it,  in  1832,  which 
appeared  in  the  *^  notification  of  the  English  Board  of  Health,''  firat  pub- 
lished in  1848.  Dr.  J.  advocates  the  use  of  opium,  either  alone  or  com- 
bined with  calomel,  and  in  certain  cases,  the  use  of  the  lancet ;  and  in 
the  sweating  stage  of  epidemic  cholera,  recommends  the  free  application 
of  lard  over  the  surface  of  the  body,  after  having  wiped  the  body  dry, 
which  was  tried  with  benefit  in  some  of  the  hospitals  at  Baltimore. 
Many  of  the  documents  here  collected  are  those  of  1881  and  1832,  both 
in  Europe  and  in  this  country.  The  epidemic  in  Baltimore  in  1832  is  de- 
scribed in  detail,  and  the  treatment  pursued,  d^c,  with  reports  of  cases, 
including  an  account  of  the  trial  of  saline  injections  into  the  veins,  in 
a  few  cases.  Dr.  J.  supposed  cholera  to  be  the  offspring  of  malaria 
and  of  nothing  else,"  ^*  a  modification  of  the  ordinary  miasm,  which  fives 
rise  to  remittent  and  intermittent  fevers,  <fec.,  with  a  peculiar  condition 
of  the  atmosphere  as  a  predisposing  cause.  But  we  feel  that  we  cannot 
profitably  fill  our  pages  with  the  speculations  or  reasonings  of  our 
author  on  a  subject  which  has  elicited,  and  is  likely  still  to  elicit,  so 
much  discussion ;  nor  can  we  gather  from  the  work  any  special  addition 
to  our  means  of  coping  with  this  formidable  destroyer  of  our  race.  The 
venerable  author,  as  is  known  to  manj  of  the  profession,  was  removed 
bv  death  after  a  very  short  illness  during  the  past  summer,  while  on  a 
visit  to  our  city  for  the  purpose  of  circulating  his  work. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Eye.  By  William  Macken- 
zie, M.  D.,  Surgeon  Oculist  in  Scotland,  in  ordinary  to  her  Majesty, 
Lecturer  on  the  eye  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  <fec.    To  which  is 

^  prefixed,  An  Anatomical  Introduction  explanatory  of  a  horizontal 
section  of  the  human  eye-ball.  By  Thomas  Wharton  Jones,  F.  R.  S., 
Prof,  of  Ophthalmic,  Med.  and  Surg,  in  University  College,  Lon- 
don, and  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  to  the  Hospital.  With  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  illustrations.  From  the  fourth  revised  and  enlarged 
London  edition.  With  notes  and  additions  by  Addinell  Hewson, 
M.  D.,  one  of  the  surgeons  to  Wills  Hosp.  for  Dis.  of  the  Eye ;  Lec- 
turer on  Surgery  in  the  Philad.  Association  for  Med.  Instruction,  ^c. 
Philadelphia:  Blanchard  d?  Lea,  1865,  pp.  1027. 

We  are  here  presented  with  a  new  and  enlarged  edition  of  one  of 
those  classic  worb  with  the  character  and  value  of  which  all  are  more 
or  lees  familiar,  and  which  justly  deserves  the  title  which  has  been  ffiven 
it  of  "•  an  encyclopedia  unequaled  in  extent  by  any  other  work  of  the 
kind,  either  Ens^lish  or  foreign."  A  large  amount  of  new  matter  has 
been  added  by  me  author  himself,  to  the  edition  of  which  this  is  a  reprint, 
in  which  he  has  endeavored  to  embody  all  tbe  material  advances  in  the 
pathology  and  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  the  eye  which  have  been  made 
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during  the  last  fonrtoen  yean.  He  has  also  introduced  under  each  head 
the  most  remarkable  Bynonyms,  and  gives  references  to  the  works  where 
the  beat  figure  of  each  disease  may  bs  found. 

Dr.  Hewson,  the  American  editor,  has  made  valuable  additions,  chiefly 
of  a  {Nractioal  character ;  amon^  which  is  a  short  account  of  the  ophthal- 
moscope, and  the  various  conditions  which  have  thus  far  been  revealed 
by  ita  use,  to  which  the  author  has  scarcely  alluded.  Numerous  new 
woodcuts  have  also  been  added  to  this  edition.  Upwards  of  four 
hundred  cases  are  interspened  through  it ;  which,  forming  witht  he 
additaons  made  to  it  by  its  two  editors  an  octavo  of  more  than  a  thou- 
sand paffes,  presents  a  work  of  great  value  both  for  reference  and  for 
study.  Its  mechanical  execution  is  highly  creditable  to  the  enteiprising 
pubUshers,  who  are  furnishing  us  with  many  valuable  works. 

Phynologieal  Chemistry.  By  Prof.  C.  G.  Lehmann.  Translated  from 
the  second  edition  by  George  E.  Day,  M.  D.,  F.  B.  S.,  Fell,  of 
Boy.  Coll.  Physic,  and  Prof.  Med.  in  University  of  St  Andrews. 
Edited  by  B.  E.  Bo^rs,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Ghem.  in  Med.  Department  of 
Univ.  of  Penn.  With  illustrations,  selected  from  Funke^s  Atlas  of 
Physiological  Chemistry,  and  an  Appendix  of  plates.  Complete  in 
two  volumes.  Philadelphia:  Blanohard  h  Lea.  1855,  pp.  648 
and  547. 

The  high  reputation  of  Prof.  Lehmann  as  a  chemist  and  as  a  physiol- 
ogist renders  his  work  a  valuable  contribution  to  this  branch  of  science ; 
while  the  well-known  standing  of  Prof.  Day  is  a  guarantee  that  we  have 
a  faithful  translation  of  the  original.  The  character  of  the  ^  Cavendish 
Society,"  under  whose  auspices  it  appeared  in  London,  is  an  additional 
testimony  to  the  value  of  the  work.  The  pri^^ress  of  physiological  chem- 
istry was  so  raj>id  during  the  interval  between  the  time  of  the  appearance 
€i  the  first  edidoB  of  tlM  original  work  in  1841,  and  that  of  the  second 
in  1850,  of  which  the  present  work  is  a  translation,  as  to  require  the  en- 
tire remodeling  of  it.  Dr.  Day  has  either  only  given  a  brief  notice  of 
important  discoveries  which  have  been  made  in  this  branch  since  the  latter 
period,  or  has  merely  referred  to  the  original  sources  of  information, 
which  is  much  to  be  regretted. 

The  American  editor,  Prof.  Bogers,  has  made  no  important  alterations 
either  in  the  text  of  the  author  or  in  the  notes  of  the  translator,  nor  has 
he  profited  by  the  favorable  opportunity  afforded  him  of  introducing  the 
more  recent  additions  to  this  branch  of  study.  He  has,  however,  care- 
fully distributed  throughout  the  sections  of  each  volume  a  considerable 
amount  of  matter  contained  in  the  ^  Appendix."  The  value  of  the  re- 
})rint  is  enhanced  by  the  addition  of  a  selection  of  microscopical  illustra- 
tions from  the  beautiful  AUas  of  Dr.  Funke,  and  also,  at  the  end  of  the 
work,  in  a  separate  form,  of  twenty-four  well  executed  plates,  containing 
one  hundred  and  fifty-six  figures,  selected  from  various  works,  whidi  win 
be  found  useful  during  the  study  of  the  present  treatise,  and  also  to  the 
general  student  of  medical  microscopy.    The  work  as  thus  presented, 
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may,  therefore,  be  safely  recommended  as  the  most  accurate  and  thorough 
treatise  on  physiological  chemistry,  both  for  reference  and  study,  now 
extant,  and,  as  such,  will  be  highly  prized. 

Clifiital  Lectures  on  Surgery,  By  M.  N61aton.  From  notes  taken  by 
Walter  F.  Atlee,  M.D.  Philadelphia :  J.B.  Lippincott  &  Go.  1855. 
pp.  755. 

Our  readers  needTnot  be  informed  of  the  high  surgical  reputation  and 
clinical  tact  of  M.  N^laton,  and  we  are  sure  that  a  work  embodying  hSs 
experience  will  be  received  with  pleasure  by  the  profession.  The  multi- 
tudes from  different  parts  of  the  world  who  crowd  his  wards  in  the  Clin- 
ical Hospital  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  of  Paris,  afford  abundant  proof 
of  the  esteem  in  which  his  instructions  are  held. 

The  present  volume  contains  notes  taken  by  Dr.  Atlee  during  a  pe- 
riod of  three  years,  1851-52-63-54,  from  remarks  made  by  M.  N.  upcm 
cases  of  special  interest  and  importance  in  his  wards.  As  a  general  rule, 
cases  in  which  the  same  pathological  lesion  existed  are  arranged  under 
the  same  head,  though  this  rule  hsA  been  departed  from  in  a  few  instances 
in  which  the  great  mterest  of  the  case  Hes  in  the  diagnosis.  Very  few 
remarks  have  been  added  to  those  made  by  M.  N61aton ;  and  these  have 
been  almost  solely  confined  to  the  statement  of  the  results  of  microscop- 
ical investigations,  to  render  the  surgical  pathology  more  complete,  and 
these  have  been  taken  from  the  works  of  M.  Charles  Robin  and  M. 
Lebert 

The  range  of  subjects  is  extensive,  as  may  be  judged  from  its  oc 
cupying  more  than  seven  hundred  octavo  pages,  embracing  a  long 
list  of  many  most  interesting  to  the  surgeon ;  and  the  cases  are  stated 
with  a  plainness  and  fairness  which  render  them  both  instructive  and 
valuable ;  and  not  the  less  so  from  their  iK>t  being  made  up  of  those  cases 
aione  in  which  the  issue  was  favorable*  The  work  is  truly  tlimoal  in  its 
nature,  and  highly  practical  in  its  character,  and  will  be  found  valuable 
to  the  surgeon. 

Pronouncing  Mvdioal  Lexicon^  containing  the  correct  pronunciation  and 
definition  of  most  of  the  terms  used  by  speakers  and  writers  on  med- 
icine and  the  collateral  sciences ;  with  addenda.  By  C*  H.  Cleave- 
land,  M.D.,  member  of  the  Amer.  Med.  Assoc ;  Prol  Mat.  Med.  and 
Therap.,  in  the  K  M.  Institute,  &c.,  &c,  Cincinnati:  Lcmgiey, 
Brothers,  Publishers.     1855,  pp.  302. 

This  is  a  miniature  volume,  similar  in  its  nature  to  one  noticed  in  our 
last  number,  but  containing  rather  more  words,  with  the  pronunciation 
accordinff  to  the  phonetic  alphabet ;  and  containing,  besides,  a  rather 
formidaUe  list  of  poisons,  with  their  antidotes  so  far  as  known,  which  in- 
cludes some  artides,  by  the  way,  which  we  never  before  saw  arranged 
under  this  head.  Like  its  predecessor,  it  is  a  book  which  it  is  often  con- 
venient to  have  at  hand,  and  which  the  pronunciation  attached  to  the 
words  will  render  the  more  acceptable  to  some. 
VOL.  v.  NO.  4.  12 
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z.'^ColUgf  cf  Physicians  and  Surgecm,-Jmi^  new  building  of  11^5 
stitution^ll  be  uumgorated  tbe  early  part  of  the  present  monm. 
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venerable  institutioi/^ll  be  maugorated  the  early  pa?t  of  the  present  mo&^. 
The  address  on  the  oteasion  will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  Delafieldy  It  will  then 
be  immediately  occupied  for  purposes  of  instruction.  ^ 

,  V ''^       Tribute  tf  Respect  t0  Dr.  A.  H.  Stewns.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Trasteea 
yi  of  the  College  of  Phydcians  and  Surgeons  in  the  city  of  ^w  York,  held  at 
the  College  on  the  d7th  of  November,  1856,  the  following  resolutions,  moved 
by  Dr.  Duafield,  were  unanimously  adopted : — 

Resolvedt  That  this  Board  deeply  regret  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Stevens  aa 
their  presiding  officer. 

Resolved^  That  the  interest  he  has  uniformly  shown  in  the  welfare  of  the 
College,  his  incessant  vigilance  in  watching  over  its  affiilrs,  and  the  earnest  zeal 
with  wMch  he  has  either  originated  or  forwarded  every  improvement  in  its  or- 
ganization, have  secured  to  him  the  respect  and  good  will  of  this  Board,  over 
which  he  has  so  long  prended. 

Resolved^  That,  cherishing  these  sentiments  toward  their  late  President,  the 
Board  is  unwillinff  to  part  with  him  without  expressing  their  continued  interest 
in  his  welfiure,  ana  the  hope  that  he  may  realize,  in  retiring  from  public  life, 
the  peace  and  happiness  which  he  has  so  richly  earned  in  a  lon^  life  of  profes- 
sional eminence  and  active  exertion  for  the  good  of  his  profession  and  of  the 
public  at  large. 

V  ""        Compliment  to  Dr.  J,  W.  Francis. — ^The  attending  physicians  and  surgeons 
>'^     of  Bellevue  Hospital  have  requested  Dr.  John  W.  Francis,  the  President  of  the 
^       Medical  Board,  to  sit  for  his  portrait  for  the  use  and  adornment  of  the  institu- 
tion.   The  long  life  of  Dr.  F.,  devoted  to  the  elevation  of  the  art  of  medicme, 
as  well  as  his  peculiar  services  in  the  responsible  situation  which  he  fills,  ren- 
ders this  testimonial  not  onb^a  compliment,  but  an  act  of  justice. 
^.  '^•'       New  York  Universiiy.J^e  Board  of  Regents  of  the  New  York  Univer-'^ 
.  ^    sity,  at  their  last  meeting/^lected  Samuel  B.  Wool  worthy  LL.D.,  to  fill  the  ^ 
«  place  made  vacant  by  the  aecease  of  Dr.  T.  Romeyn  Beckj,  > ,        '^^  x.  f!^-^ 
Insane  Hospital  at  Northampton.4^  contract  for  the  erecGon  of  k|  immt^ 
i     JiospitaLat  Northampton,  Mass.,  has  juBt  been  completed  for  the  sum  of  aboat 
^^   '  ^166,aD0.    The  edifice  is  to  be  616  feet  in  length,  and  will  cover  one  and  a 

quarter  ncreBj?:^ 
SyfL  Death  from  Chlor<form.^A  little  daughter  of  Mr.  James  C.  Aldrich,  of 
jPawtucket,  was  found  recently  lying  upon  her  bed  inhaling  the  odor  of  a  bottle 
of  chloroform  liniment,  which  had  been  left  within  her  reach.  It  was  taken 
from  her ;  but  some  -of  its  contents  was  spilled,  and  she  lay  down  with  her  face 
upon  the  saturated  bed-clothes,  and  was  found  dead  half  an  hour  afterwards.   Z^ff^ 

New  Orleans  Quarantine. — ^The  New  Orleans  Delta  says,  •*  For  sanitary 
purposes,  the  quarantine  is  of  no  visible  benefit,  and  as  a  commercial  restric 
tion,  it  inflicts  a  great  and  positive  evil,  and  an  evil  continually,  upon  the  city.** 
It  adds,  that  since  the  experience  of  the  past  epidemic  season,  *'  There  can  be 
no  longer  a  doubt  of  the  total  impracticability  of  fencing  out  the  yellow  pee- 
tilenoe  by  unutterable  enactments  and  cumbrous  systems  of  blockade."  ^ 

An  Excellent  Institution.-irho  new  State  Idiot  Asylum,  at  Syracwae,  New 
York,  which  was  lately  openeAir  in  a  flourishing  and  prosperoua  condition. 
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Thia  iiutitatioii^w  contains  about  eighty  patients,  all  of  whom  are  instructed 
in  reading,  writing,  and  cyphering,  as  far  as  their  constitutional  and  intellectualL^ 
strength  will  admit/  ^-a^i*- 

^yf^  Fo&EiGir. — Rgvages  cf  Cholera, — Cholera  was  still  raffing  at  Rio  Janeiro, 
according  to  the  last  accounts,  and  was  spreading  to  the  back  country.  The 
first  death  was  reported  on  the  16th  of  July,  but  the  early  cases  were  mild, 
and  the  disease  did  not  assume  a  severe  form  until  toward  tiie  end  of  August 
The  total  mortality  by  the  disease  up  to  the  5th  October  last,  was  1,776— 
1,307  men  and  569  women. 

Its  ravages  in  some  parts  of  Italy  were  truly  frightftd  during  the 
months  of  September  and  October.  In  the  Duchy  of  Parma  there  were 
13,372  cases,  including  8,020  deaths;  in  Modena  and  Reggio,  11,396  cases, 
and  6,566  deaths;  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Tuscany,  49,618  cases,  and  25,941 
deaths ;  total,  40^27  dead.  If  to  these  be  added  the  mortality  of  Lombardy, 
exceedhig  50,000,  and  a  similar  number  in  the  Roman  States,  and  the  total 
will  show  no  fewer  than  150,000  victims.  Pestilence  is  more  destructive  than  \// 
the  sword. 

y^  HedUh  Among  the  '<  Friends.^ — ^It  is  stated  in  the  FrierM  Intelligencer^ 
that  from  statistics,  recently  published  in  England,  while  the  average  duration 
of  human  life  is  estimated  at  thirty-three  years,  that  among  the  fiends  is  an 
avenge  of  fifty-one  years.  Eighteen  years  thus  added  to  the  average  of  human 
life  is  a  fact  too  remarkable  not  to  challenge  medical  attention,  and  lead  us  to 
a  close  investigation  of  tiie  laws  of  life.  *^ 

Hair  Dye, — ^A  man  was  placed  a  few  days  ago  in  a  lunatic  asylum  at  Berlin, 
to  be  treated  for  mental  alienation,  brought  on  by  the  use  of  hair  dye.  On 
examining  the  dye  which  he  employed,  it  was  ascertamed  to  be  composed  of 
lead,  mercury,  and  lunar  caustic.  It  produced  violent  pains  in  tiie  heaa,  and  at 
length  led  to  madness. — London  Times,  Nov,  9. 

M.  Ricord  has  received,  from  the  king  of  Sardinia,  the  orders  of  St. 
Maurice  and  St  Lazare,and  from  the  king  of  Greece,  the  order  of  the  Savior, 
the  only  two  governments  in  Europe  which  had  not  already  conferred  titles  on 
the  well-known  professor. 

Mtmuscript  of  the  Elder  Pliny. — ^Dr.  F.  Moul,  professor  at  the  University  of 
Heidelbnrgh,  is  stated  to  have  discovered  in  the  Monastery  of  St  Paul,  in 
Corinth,  a  manuscript  of  the  elder  Pliny,  containing  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
seventh  part  of  the  Natural  History,  lib.  11  to  14. 

Baron  Humboldt. — ^M.  Humboldt  has  latelv  celebrated  the  eighty-sixth  an- 
niversaiy  of  his  birth-day.  Notwithstanding  his  great  age,  he  still  continues 
his  labors. 

Leprosy. — ^Dr.  R.  Stewart,  of  the  Calcutta  Leper  Asylum,  is  said  to  have 
been  wonderfully  successfol  in  treating  the  very  worst  cases  of  leprosy  with 
a  native  nut  called  chaowl  memo. 

Cause  cf  Phthisis, — ^Dr.  Henry  McCormac,  in  a  work'  recently  published 
on  ''The  nature,  treatment,  and  prevention  of  pulmonary  consumption,  and, 
incidentally,  of  scrofula,"  &c.,  says  that  the  cause  of  phthisis  is  the  accumula- 
tion of  carbon  in  the  system,  in  consequence  of  the  imperfect  or  insufficient 
performance  of  the  respiratory  function.  And  as  carbon  is  one  of  the  chief 
constituents  of  cod-liver  oil,  he  considers  the  use  of  that  article  in  consump- 
tion as  rather  hurtful  than  otherwise.  Indeed,  he  says,  ^  the  cod-liver  oil  can 
but  furnish  fresh  material  for  the  further  deposUunnf  tuberculous  matter  itseff,^ 
He  is  also  opposed  to  the  use  of  the  respirator,  which,  he  says,  impedes  respi- 
ration.   The  proper  treatment  of  consumption,  according  to  Dr.  McC.  is. 
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therefoie,  to  ottwe  the  patient  to  breathe  lireah  air,  to  give  him  tonics,  to  allow 
a  liberal  and  nutritions  diet,  and  to  cheek  nnikvoraue  symptoms  when  they 
arise. 

VftSCt^  MortailUf.  CilT.— For  the  week  ending  Dec.  Itf,  1855,  336  :— 
ConsnmptiOD,  66 ;  apoplexy,  3 ;  congestion  of  brain,  9 ;  dysentery,  7;  pneumo- 
nia, 17 ;  eronp,  7;  scarlet  fever,  34;  measles,  1 ;  whooping  confh,  8;  small- 
pox, 3 ;  typhus  fever  (including  *  typhoid  **),  3.  Far  the  week  ending  Ike.  8£ft, 
368:— ^nsumption,  46;  apoplexy,  4;  congestion  of  brain,  7;  dysentery,  6; 
bronchitis,  11 ;  pneumonia,  18;  croup,  12;  scarlet  fever,  19;  measles,  1 ;  small- 
pox, 3 ;  typhus  fever,  (inchiding  **  typhoid  **),  13.  For  the  week  ending  Dee.  16<&, 
346 :— -Consumption,  41  apoplexy,  4 ;  congestion  of  brain,  6 ;  dysentery,  3 ; 
bronchitiB,8;  pneumonia,  19;  croup,  15;  scarlet  fever,  33 ;  measles,  3 ;  small- 
pox, 3 ;  tvphus  fever,  (including  *<  typhoid  **),  1 0.  For  the  week  ending  Dec.  23J. , 
389  :--C!onsnmption,  43;  apoplejp^,  3;  congestion  of  brain,  6;  dysentery,  3; 
bronchitis,  10;  pneumonia,  14;  croup,  16;  scarlet  fever,  23;  measles,  3; 
sniall*pox,  3 ;  vaiioloid,  3;  typhus  fever  (including  ^  typhoid  **),  8. 

WeMy  Campar%9on  of  the  Weather  and  Deaths  in  the  city,  continued  to  Dee. 

83, 1866. 
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The  general  health  of  the  city  remains  uncommonly  good,  owing  no  doubt 
to  the  decrease  of  emigration  and  the  season's  continuing  milder  than  usual. 
The  earlier  part  of  DMember  was  fine  and  dry,  but  the  last  two  weeks  were 
accompanied  by  more  rain  than  usual,  viz. :  3  in.  each  week. 


At  Newaric,  K.  J.,  Nov.  37th,  by  Rev.  John  Mitchell,  of  Stratford,  Coon., 
Sahxtel  R.  House,  M.D.,  of  the  Mission  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  at  Bangkok, 
Slam,  to  Habkisttb  M.  Pettit,  daughter  of  the  late  John  Pettit,  Esq.  Dr. 
snd  Mrs.  House  are  expecting  shortiy  to  sail  for  their  distant  field  of  lab 
the  East 


or  in 
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Dixi),at  Woodstock,  Vt,  Dea  6th,  of  congestion  of  the  lungs,  Wiluah  E* 
Thohpsor,  M.D.,  aged  37  years.  At  New  Brighton,  8.  L,  Dee.  34tb,  Johh 
Sttlss.  M.D.,  of  Sagna  la  Grande,  Cuba,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age. 
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Two  coies  of  Membranous  Croup — Tracheotomy — Fatal  reeuH  in  one 
eate^^-Reeovery  in  the  other.   By  Jos.  C.  Hutohisok,  M.  D,  Brooklyn, 
•    N.  T. 

Casb  L  Fatal  result :  W a  robust  boy,  aged  6  years, was  visited 

by  me  in  company  with  the  attending  physician,  Dr.  Magill,  on  Wed- 
nesday, March  14th,  1855.  He  had  had  for  the  two  previous  days  symp- 
toms indicating  the  existence  of  pseudo-membranous  croup,  and  had 
been  treated  with  ipecac  uanha  as  an  emetic,  purgative  doses  of  calomel, 
and  a  stimulating  liniment  over  the  throat  I  found  him  suffering  with 
great  dyspnoea,  **croupa],"  cough,  pulse  120,  skin  normal  temperature, 
anxious  expression  of  countenance,  complexion  good.  Ordered  Tart  Ant 
et  Potass.,  gr.  ^  Hydrarg.  Ghl.  Mit,  gr.  ss.,  omni  bihor ;  and  a  solution 
of  nitrate  of  silver  (3ij.  to  i  i.  water)  was  applied  to  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  throat  by  means  of  a  sponge  probang. 

He  grew  worse  during  the  succeeding  night ;  and  Dr.  Gruttenden, 
who  lived  near  by,  was  requested  to  visit  him,  and  ordered  leeches  to  be 
applied  over  the  throat,  in  addition  to  former  treatment 

On  the  next  day  (Thursday)  there  was  no  improvement — some  lividity 
of  the  lips.  As  it  was  now  apparent  that  death  from  suffocation  must 
soon  occur,  without  surgical  aid,  tracheotomy  was  proposed,  and  readily 
assented  to  by  the  parents.  Previous  to  the  operation,  the  chest  was 
examined  and  found^resonant  on  both  sides ;  mucous  rhonchi  throughout 
both  lungs,  vesicular  murmur  indistinct  I  opened  the  trachea  at  11, 
A.  M.,  assisted  by  Drs.  Magill  and  Gruttenden.  On  withdrawing  the 
bistoury,  a  convulsive  cough  immediately  occurred,  and  expelled  shreda 
of  false  membrane  through  the  opening.  The  double  tracheal  tube,  with 
a  fenestra  in  each,  was  now  introduced.    So  great  a  degree  of  prostration 
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followed  the  operation,  that  for  an  hour  the  patient  seemed  to  be  on  the 
^^1%^  of  diasolution ;  the  pulse  was  thready,  skin  cool ;  respiration,  slow 
and  irregular,  was  assisted  by  manipulations  over  the  thorax  and  dia- 
phragm.   Milk  punch  was  given  pro  rt  nata. 

At  the  end  of  11-2  hours,  the  respiration  had  become  quiet  and 
regular,  and  the  pulse  and  complexion  much  improved,  and  we  left  him 
in  a  quiet  sleep.  His  father  was  instructed  to  remove  the  inner  tube 
and  cleanse  it,  whenever  it  became  obstructed. 

At  6,  P.  M.  violent  reaction  had  taken  place — skin  hot,  pulse  140, 
respiration  quiets  frothy  mucus  and  blood  expelled  through  the  tube  by 
fits  of  coughing.  Ordered  Hydrarg.  Ohl.  Mit.,  gr.  ss..  Potass.  Nitrat, 
grs.  ij.,  omni  bihor.    I  did  not  see  the  patient  after  this  time. 

At  10,  P.  M.  was  visited  by  Dr.  Cruttenden;  no  material  change, 
breathes  quietly ;  a  portion  of  false  membrane  was  removed  from  kie 
tube, — treatment  continued. 

At  3,  A.  M.  on  Friday  (16th),  Dr.  C.  was  summoned,  and  foand  the 
respiration  very  laborious,  accompanied  with  a  harsh,  shrill  sound,  and 
a  dry,  sonorous  cough.  On  removing  the  tube,  the  secretions  on  it 
were  found  dry,  as  also  were  the  lips  of  the  wound.  The  parents  stated 
that  these  symptoms  began  to  appear  two  hours  previously,  since  which 
time  there  had  been  no  expectoration.  Death  took  place  in  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes  after  the  doctor's  arrival,  and  sixteen  hours  after  the 
operation.     No  autopsy. 

It  is  probable  that  death  was  caused  in  the  above  case  by  the  rapid 
exacerbation  of  the  bronchial  inflammation  which  existed  before  the 
operation,  aided  by  pulmonary  congestion. 

Although  the  operation  did  not  preserve  the  life  of  the  patient,  I 
think  it  was  proper.  1st.  because  it  accomplished  the  immediate  purpose 
for  which  it  was  executed,  viz.  the  relief  of  the  respiration ;  and  thus 
by  preventing  suffocation,  the  then  greatest  danger,  it  augmented  the 
chances  for  recovery.  2nd.  It  was  by  no  means  certain  that  the  bron- 
chitis would  increase  to  a  fatal  degree;  and  hence  it  was  expedient  to 
arrest  the  impending  suffocation  by  opening  the  trachea.  Sd.  It  can- 
not reasonably  be  supposed  that  the  fatal  result  was  caused  or  hastened 
by  the  surgical  interference;  and  as  it  at  once  translated  the  patient  from 
intense  suffering  to  comparative  comfort,  and  procured  a  far  easier  death^ 
I  submit  whether  this  alone  is  not  sufficient  to  vindicate  tracheotomy 
in  all  similar  cases. 
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Oasb  II.  Successful  result — ^L.,  a  stout,  healthy,  girl,  aged  5  years, 
was  attacked,  May  26th,  1855,  with  croupal  symptoms,  which  gradually 
increased  in  severity,  notwithstanding  the  use  of  various  domestic  reme- 
dies, until  the  morning  of  June  1st.,  when  the  late  Dr.  Rohbins,  of  this 
city,  was  sent  for.  He  found  her  suffering  from  dyspnoea,  the  cough  pecu- 
liar to  croup,  hot  skin,  and  indeed  all  the  nsual  symptoms  of  laryngo- 
tracheitis  in  its  most  active  stage.  She  was  treated  energetically  with 
calomel  and  tart,  emetic  (which  produced  copious  emesis),  up  to  the 
time  when  I  saw  her.    The  disease  nevertheless,  steadily  grew  worse. 

Dr.  R.  having  announced  an  unfavorable  prognosis,  tracheotomy 
was  suggested  by  the  father ;  and  I  was  requested  to  visit  the  patient  on 
Saturday,  June  2d,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  the  operation,  should 
it,  after  consultation,  be  deemed  best  I  found  respiration  performed 
with  great difflcalty  ;  inspiration  stridulous;  voice  lost;  sonorous  ronchi 
throughout  both  lungs ;  vesicular  murmur  indistinct ;  percussion  normal ; 
face  suffused,  but  not  cyanic ;  pulse  144  ;  temperature  of  surface  normal. 

As  suffocation  was  imminent,  notwithstanding  the  vigorous  treatment 
which  had  been  pursued,  there  could  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  trach- 
eotomy afforded  the  only  remaining  chance  for  life.  It  was  therefore 
immediately  performed. 

The  operation  was  executed  in  the  usual  manner.  In  dividing  the  tis- 
sues covering  tlm  trachea,  the  thyroid  veins  were  drawn  aside,  so  that  they 
were  not  cut  After  the  trachea  was  exposed,  the  parts  were  frequently 
sponged  with  cold  water,  which  so  controlled  the  haemorrhage  that  little 
or  no  blood  .entered  it  when  its  rings  were  cut  through.  A  convulsive 
cough  immediately  expelled  considerable  portions  of  false  membrane 
through  the  opening.  The  double  tracheal  tube,  with  a  fenestra  in  the 
posterior  convexity  of  each,  was  now  introduced ;  air  passed  freely  into 
the  lungs,  and  all  the  distressing  symptoms  rapidly  subsided.  It  was 
observed  that  more  or  less  air  at  once,  passed  per  vias  naturales,  during 
expiration  through  the  fenestrse  in  the  tubes.  Ordered  Hydrarg.  Chi. 
Mit,  gr.  ttti  Tart.  Ant  et  Pot,  gr.  ^V»  ©very  2  hours ;  a  moderately  elevated 
temperature  of  the  room,  and  the  air  to  be  impregnated  with  the  vapor 
of  boiling  water.  Her  father  was  also  directed  to  remove  the  inner  tube 
and  cleanse  it,  whenever  respiration  became  laborious. 

During  the  night  and  following  day  (Sunday),  a  considerable 
quantity  of  tenacious  mucus  and  disorganized  false  membrane  was  ejected 
through  the  tube  during  fits  of  coughing.  On  Monday,  at  5,  P.  M.,  I 
was  summoned  in  great  haste,  and  found  the  patient  suffering  from 
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alaniring  dyspnoBa.  Her  father  had  remoyed  the  inner  tube,  eleaaaed 
and  returned  it,  without  any  relief.  I  now  removed  both  tubes,  premmK 
ing  that  the  lower  opening  of  the  outer  one  was  ohstnicted  by  a  portioay 
of  false  membrane  or  inspissated  mucus.  This  was  not  the  ease,  however, 
and  no  relief  followed.  A  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  ( 3  i-  to  |  i.),  waa 
then  introduced  into  the  trachea,  on  a  feather,  as  far  down  as  the  bifuroa* 
tion ;  violent  eoughing  followed,  accompanied  with  the  discbarge  of  m 
considerable  quantity  of  viscid  mucus,  d^c.»  and  the  respiration  beeamft 
quiet 

On  Tuesday,  at  5,  P.  M.,  the  dyspnoea  again  beeane  threatening* '  The 
tubes  were  removed,  a  feather  loaded  with  a  solution  of  nitr*  of  silv«r  was 
applied  to  the  trachea ;  a  pair  of  small,  curved  foroeps  were  introduced 
down  to  the  bifurcation,  with  the  hope  of  detaching  the  cibstracting  sub- 
stance; and  the  patient  inspired  freely  the  vapor  of  warm  water;  all^ 
however,  ta  no  purpose,  and  she  wss  left  at  8,  P.M.  apparently  moribund* 
But  soon  afterwards,  greatly  to  our  gratiOcation  and  surprise,  a  congb 
came  on,  which  detached  the  inspissated  secretions,  and  she  waa  relieved 
by  free  expectoration.  On  Wednesday,  P.  M.  the  trachea  having  again 
become  obstructed,  a  small  quantity  of  warm  water  was  allowed  to  trickle 
down  the  tube,  which  excited  a  convulsive  cough,  and  the  <^ending 
substance  was  thus  removed.  A  slight  erysipelatous  blush  aurrdnnda 
the  wound.    Dover's  powders  at  night.  * 

On  Thursday,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  respiration  tfaroogh  the 
larynx  alone  as  speedily  as  possible,  the  external  opening  of  the  canola 
was  closed  tightly  with  a  cork,  which  was  borne  at  first  four  minutes- 
inspiration  taking  place  through  the  larynx  alone,  and  expiration  partiy 
through  the  larynx  and  partly  through  the  tracheal  opening  at  the  side 
of  the  tube.  Her  father  was  directed  to  introduce  the  cork  occasionally^ 
and  allow  it  to  remain  so  long  as  it  could  be  borne.  Erysipdaa  not 
increased. 

On  Friday,  the  cork  having  been  retained  four  hours  at  one  time 
without  intermission,  the  tube  was  removed.  And  in  order  to  be 
thoroughly  satisfied  that  it  would  be  safe  to  leave  the  patient  with  the 
tube  out,  the  tracheal  opening  was  drawn  tightly  together  with  adhenve 
straps,  and  I  remained  long  enough  to  observe  the  e^t  Resptration 
was  a  litUe  more  laborious,  and  a  small  quantity  of  air  escaped  at  the  side 
of  the  straps  during  expiration.  They  were  now  removed,  and  the  wound 
was  allowed  to  close  by  granulation. 

Monday  (June  11th).  Breathes  normally  through  the  larynx. 
Tracheal  opening  closed  except  when  coughing,  at  which  time  it  permiis 
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a  small  quantity  of  air  to  escape.  Voice  returning.  On  the  14th,  the 
wound  having  closed  entirelj^  die  was  difichaiged. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  an  important  im- 
provement upon  the  ordinary  tracheal  tube,  suggested  by  Dr.  James  M. 
Jtfinor,  of  ihia  city,  whidi  was  used  in  the  above  cases.  It  conaistB  in  hav- 
ing an  opening  in  the  convexity  of  the  inner  tube  corresponding  to  the 
iMM  in  the  outer  tubeu  The  advantages  of  this  arrangement  are,  Ist-^-That 
it  alio WB  the  air  to  pass  through  its  natural  channel  at  the  earliest  moment 
poesible,  and,  by  thus  exercising  the  larynx,  enables  it  to  resume  its  nofmal 
functions  much  eooner,  and  the  tube  can  be  removed  at  an  earlier  period 
(apoint  of  the  greatest  importance)  than  if  it  remained  in  a  quiescentsiate 
while  the  canula  waa  retained.  2d.  There  is  less  danger  that  the  fane* 
tions  of  the  larynx  will  become  permanently  impaired  by  granulations 
piqeeting  internally  from  the  upper  part  of  the  tracheal  opening,  or  from 
watttof  use,  so  that  the  tube  could  not  be  dispensed  with  at  all.  Such  a 
•case  has  recently  occurred  in  this  city  in  the  hands  of  one  of  our  most 
aceomipliahed  suigeona.  Sd.  By  penooitting  the  external  opening  in  the 
<sanula  to  be  closed  with  a  cork,  we  can  detennine  the  earliest  moment 
tliat  the  tnbe  cau  be  removed  with  safety— a  consideration  of  no  small 
importance,  because  the  irritation  which  it  produces  often  conatitotea  a 
serious  obelaele  to  the  success  of  the  operation. 

It  has  been  urged  that  the  exercise  of  the  larynx  soon  after  the  opeta* 
tion,  prevents  the  infijammaticn  from  subsiding  so  soon  as  it  would  were  it 
in  a  quiescent  state.  But  there  is  really  no  basis  for  such  an  objection ; 
because  it  is  a  well-established  &ct,  that  the  exudation  of  fibrine  always 
arrests  the  inflammatory  process  in  the  part  where  it  occurs,  although  the 
disease  may  be  extending  to  other  parts  lower  in  the  air  passagea. 

The  suoeess  which  has  attended  tracheotomy,  in  France  more  particu- 
iarly,  but  also  in  this  country  where  it  haa  usually  been  practiced  only  as 
dermtr  retort^  is,  I  think,  sufficient  to  give  it  rank  as  a  legitimate  surgical 
proceeding.  And  the  physician  who,  with  the  statistics  of  thia  operation 
before  him,  omits  to  recommend  it  after  all  the  ordinary  remedies  have 
sCsiled,  and  the  death  of  the  patient  seems  inevitable  from  suffocation,  is,  I 
ibink,  censurable  for  not  having  perforn^d  his  whole  duty.  Any  remedy 
ia  better  than  none  under  such drcumstanees.  I  willgo  farther.  Although 
it  be  conceded  that  the  operation  should  be  performed  setuandbfy^  yet  I 
think  that  any  one  who  has  witnessed  the  immense  relief  it  procures  the 
-little  suffidier,  and  the  far  easier  death,  would  not  hesitate  to  justify  it  even 
when  no  permanent  benefit  could  be  expected* 

Dee.  16«A,  1855. 
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Abortion,  Spontaneous  Inversion  of  Uterus,  etc.    By  John  A.  Brady, 
M.  D.,  Late  Physician  to  Williamsburgh  Dispensary. 

September  16,  1865,  at  IIP.  M.,  I  was  reqneated  to  yieit  Jane  B., 
aged  28,  ▼eatmaker,  a  single  woman.  On  my  arrival  at  the  house,  her 
mother  informed  me,  that  about  two  years  prior  to  my  visit,  she  waa 
safely  delivered  of  a  healthy  male  infant  (sUil  living) ;  and  was  then 
about  five  months  advanced  in  her  second  pregnancy.  The  patient  waa 
then  having  powerful  labor  pains ;  and  upon  examination,  the  os  waa 
found  to  be  fully  dilated,  and  the  membranes  protruding,  the  head  pre- 
sented.  I  learned  from  her  that  on  the  night  of  September  18,  while 
out  walking  with  a  friend,  she  made  a  misstep,  it  being  very  dark,  fill- 
ing on  her  abdomen  and  bruising  it  severely;  and  that  about  twenty- 
four  hours  before  my  visit,  she  was  severely  kicked  on  the  abdomen  by 
her  brother,  who  was  enraged  at  finding  her  in  a  pregnant  condition ; 
she  had  been  in  pain  ever  since  the  receipt  of  the  last  blow,  but  did  not 
Ithink  she  was  in  labor  until  about  five  hours  before  I  visited  her.  The 
pains  oontinued  in  frequency  and  force  until  4}  A.  M.,  when  the  mem- 
branes ruptured,  and  at  6  A.  M.  after  a  very  severe  pain,  she  was  d^v- 
ered  of  a  five  months  female  foetus,  which  lived  but  a  moment  The 
cord  was  of  the  usual  length,  and  not  wound  around  the  nedc  of  the 
child.  Just  af^er  the  cord  was  severed,  and  while  I  was  removing  the 
child  from  the  bed,  she  was  seized  with  alarming  and  frightful  hem(Nr- 
rhage.  The  bed  and  its  clothing  were  saturated,  and  even  the  floor 
under  the  bed  covered  by  the  vital  fluid ;  the^oase  appeared  to  be  hope- 
less :  the  pulse  was  not  perceptible  at  the  wrist,  the  &ce  was  blanched 
and  death-like,  the  features  pinched,  the  breathing  laborious,  the  body 
cold  and  bathed  in  perspiration,  and  the  woman  apparently  dying.  The 
uterus  was  found  lying  between  the  thighs,  inverted,  with  the  placenta 
attached  to  its  fundus ;  it  was  flaccid,  and  not  in  a  contracted  conditioa» 
I  immediately  restored  it  to  the  vagina,  and  by  forming  my  fingers  into 
a  cone  and  pressing  them  against  the  fundus,  succeeded  with  very  little 
difficulty  in  restoring  the  organ,  with  the  placenta  still  attached,  to  its 
proper  position.  I  kept  my  hand  in  the  uterus  until  the  patient  had 
rallied  somewhat,  and  contraction  of  the  oi^gan  had  taken  place.  Before 
removing  it,  I  tried  with  my  fingers  to  peel  off  the  placenta,  but  being 
firmly  adherent,  I  only  succeeded  in  getting  away  about  one  half  of  the 
central  portion  of  it ;  and  being  fearful  of  causing  a  return  of  the  flood- 
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iDg  if  mnoh  force  was  used,  knowing  that  a  farther  loaa  of  blood,  how- 
ever alight^  would  cause  my  patient  to  sink  and  die,  I  desiBted  from  the 
attempt*  and  allowed  it  to  remain.  During  all  this  time,  brandy,  and 
subsequently  carb.  ammon.  were  used  freely,  together  with  the  external 
application  of  dry  heat  and  the  use  of  fiiotion.  A  bandage  was  also 
carefully  applied  to  the  abdomen,  and  the  woman  kept  perfectly  still  and 
quiet  on  her  baok,  with  the  hips  elerated.  The  haemorrhage  at  this  stage 
was  trifling ;  re-action  came  on  gradaally*  and  at  noon  her  cheeks  were 
hot ;  pulse  140,  full  and  sharp,  and  there  was  some  delirium  present. 
The  uterus  was  firmly  contracted  on  the  placenta,  which  thus  far  had 
resisted  eyery  attempt  made  for  its  removal.  At  3  P.  M.  my  esteemed 
fidend,  Dr.  George  T.  Elliot,  jun.,  of  New  York,  visited  the  case  with  me. 
In  order  to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  condition  of  the  uterus, 
ito^  the  parts  being  somewhat  tender,  our  patient,  after  having  swallowed 
a  glass  of  brandy  and  water,  was  placed  under  the  influence  of  chloro- 
form. A  careful  examination  having  proved  to  us  the  impossibility  of 
removing  the  placenta  without  resorting  to  greater  violence  than  would 
have  been  justifiable,  we  determined  to  let  it  remain  where  it  was,  and 
waited  for  its  removal — ^in  the  meanwhile  feeding  her  on  brandy  and 
beef  tea,  and  using  frequent  vaginal  injections  of  cold  water. 

MidmgkL — ^Intense  headache,  added  to  the  other  symptoms ;  other- 
wise, the  same. 

Sept.  17,  A.  M. — ^Had  slept  about  four  hours  during  the  night,  and 
appeared  to  be  somewhat  refreshed.  Pulse  120,  full  and  soft ;  some  ten- 
derness on  pressure  over  the  abdomen.  Discharge  from  vagina,  dark 
colored  and  very  offensive ;  an  india-rubber  tube  was  introduced  into 
the  vagina,  and  injections  of  cold  water  thrown  in.  The  bandage  was 
re-adjusted ;  continues  with  the  brandy  and  beef  tea.  During  the  day, 
Dr.  Elliot  visited  the  patient  with  me  again. 

Sept.  18,  9  A.  M. — Had  passed  a  very  good  night,  and  was  feeling 
much  better.  Pulse  110,  and  soft ;  tongue  slightly  furred.  No  increased 
tenderness  of  the  abdomen ;  bowels  were  moved  once  during  the  night, 
and,  togeUier  with  foecal  matter,  several  clots  and  pieces  of  placenta  were 
found  on  the  doth.  Discharge  from  vagina  very  offensive.  No  change 
in  treatment. 

Sept.  19,  A.  M.— No  change;  about  8  P.  M.  began  to  have  con- 
siderable pain  in  back  and  abdomen,  accompanied  by  a  florid  dischaige 
of  blood  from  the  uterus.  Administered  3  j.  of  tinct  ergot  sat;  and 
after  oiling  my  hand  well  and  passing  it  up  the  vagina,  I  sucoeeded. 
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with  a  great  deal  of  difiScultfy  in  bringing  away  tke  laniainder  of  tka 
placenta ;  it  was  in  a  putrid  condition,  and  emitted  a  horrible  odor.  Hie 
haBmorrhage  waa  Blight,  and  oaoaed  no  marked  proetration;  an  injeotion 
of  cold  water  was  then  carefnlly  thrown  up  the  vagina,  the  bandage  ad- 
justed, and  the  patient  k^t  qoiet  in  the  recnmbent  poeture. 

S^U  20,  A.  M. — Still  keeps  improying,  and  from  this  tfane  iba  pro- 
greased  slowly  towards  recovery  until  October  10,  when  she  was  seised 
with  inflammation  of  right  pleura,  which  yielded  readily  to  tho  usaal 
treatment.  The  injections  of  cold  water  were  used  three  times  daily  frem 
September  16  to  the  26th. 

JforeA,  1855^8ix  months  after  her  delivery,  I  saw  her  at  my  <^ee; 
she  had  then,  in  a  measure,  reguned  her  former  health.  Her  face  was 
still  pale,  however ;  and  she  suffered  much  with  her  menBtraal  flow, 
which  occurred  every  three  weeks ;  and  in  the  interval  from  a  profaaa 
lencoRhoeal  discharge.  Owing  to  her  absence  from  the  city,  I  have  seen 
her  but  once  since. 


/ 


CfwaiifH  Treatment  o/Prolapeue  Uteri,  hy  the  local  appUeaHon  oftanmh. 
By  Ghablbb  A.  Budd,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  the  N.  T.  Academy  of 
Medicine. 

The  many  and  varied  forms  of  uterine  disease  resulting  from  an  in- 
judicious use  of  pessaries,  as  well  as  the  irreparsble  dsmage  done  by 
means  of  cauteries,  either  actual  or  potential,  or  by  extirpation  of  por- 
tions of  mucous  membranes,  which  have  for  their  object  the  diminution 
of  the  capacity  of  the  vagina  with  a  view  of  curing  prolapsus,  have  led 
me  to  add  my  testimony  in  favor  of  a  practice  first  recommended  by 
Prof.  B.  F.  Barker,  of  this  city.  I  allude  to  the  application  of  lint  soaked 
in  a  saturated  solution  of  tannin ;  and  if  the  perusal  of  the  following 
cases,  selected  from  a  variety  which  have  come  under  my  observation, 
will  induce  a  trial  of  the  treatment  alluded  to,  I  feel  confident  that  in  all 
cases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  the  result  will  be  equally  gratifying. 
Th^e  are,  to  be  sure,  certain  abnormal  conditions  in  which  it  is  not  ap- 
plicable, as,  for  example,  a  very  straight  sacrum,  or  a  loss  of  substance  in 
the  perineum  due  to  laceration  or  other  causes ;  or  if  there  be  any 
pathological  condition  of  the  cervix,  it  must  be  removed  by  appropriate 
lieatment ;  and  then,  if  the  prolapsus  continue,  the  utility,  I  may  say 
in&Uibility,  of  the  method  alluded  to,  becomes  apparent  But  in  simple 
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cases  of  prob^ns,  whetiMr  ineipieat^  partiftl)  or  oomptote,  depoBding 
upon  amero  lelasation  of  the  uterino  supports,  I  have  MTar  knoim  it  to 
fail  where  the  treatment  has  been  faithfully  perseTered  in.  The  manner 
leeommended  by  Pro£  B.,  and  the  on^  I  have  followed,  in  its  prindpal 
details,  is  as  follows :— ^From  a  double  thickness  of  lint  a  triangular  pw* 
tion  is  cut  out,  of  a  su£Seient  uae  to  fill  the  capacity  of  the  Yagiaa  when 
rolled  up  so  as  to  form  a  cone,  near  the  apex  of  which  is  attached  a 
piece  of  string  to  facilitate  withdrawal.  The  patient  being  placed  upon 
her  back,  with  the  hips  slightly  elevated,  the  uterus  is  replaced  in  situ, 
and  the  lint,  soaked  in  a  saturated  solution  of  tannin*  is  applied  with  its 
apex  downward  and  its  base  immediately  in  contact  with  the  ca  tiacss. 
This  is  repeated  once  in  ti^enty-four  hours,  for  a  period  of  time  in  accor- 
dance with  the  extent  of  the  displacement  I  have  usually  found  a  daily 
appUeation  fcr  a  period  of  about  a  month,  to  be  sufficient  to  perfect  a 
cin«»  Suring  this  time,  and  subsequently,  constipation  must  be  rigidly 
guarded  against,  and  the  state  of  the  general  health  attended  to.  Tlie 
vagina  soon  begins  to  acquire  its  wanted  tonicity  and  ccntractility,  and 
the  lint  is  consequently  obliged  gradually  to  be  lessened  in  quantity;  the 
strain  being  taken  off  the  round  ligaments,  also  allows  them  toretom  to 
their  normal  condition.  The  following  cases  ezempUfy  the  admirable 
effects  of  this  plan  of  treatment 

Case  L — Mrs.  G.,  »t.  24  years,  the  mother  of  two  children,  the 
youngest  fifteen  months  of  age,  had  always  enjoyed  good  health  until 
the  birth  of  her  last  child.  The  placenta  in  Uiis  last  accouchement  (I 
having  attended  her  in  both)  was  retained  over  three  houn,  in  conse- 
quence of  irregular  uterine  contractions.  She  has  been  complaining  ever 
since  of  pain  in  the  lumbo-sacral  region,  with  bearing-down  pains  in  the 
hypogastrium;  great  constipation,  with  vesical  and  rectal  tenesmus;  and 
a  sensation  of  faintness  after  an  evacuation,  leucorrhoBa,  ico.  <fec  Upon 
examination,  I  found  the  cervix  protruding  at  the  vulva,  extensive  ulcer- 
ation extending  into  the  canal  of  the  cervix,  inflammalion  of  the  pos- 
terior wall  of  die  uterus,  and  enlargement  of  the  organ  itself  its  long 
diameter  measuring  4^  inches.  After  three  months'  treatment,  these 
conditions,  save  the  prolapsus,  w^re  all  rwnoved,  the  applications  to  the 
cervix  having  been  made  weekly,  and  without  the  aid  of  a  speculum, 
and  the  uterus  at  this  time  measuring  less  than  three  inches  in  its  long 
axis.  The  treatment  consisting  of  the  lint  and  tannin,  was  soon  after  com- 
menced ;  and  in  about  three  weeks'  time  she  was  enabled  to  resume  her 
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ordinary  duties.    She  is  now  four  months  pregoaot  with  her  third  child, 
all  treatment  liaring  been  snspended  about  six  months  ago. 

Cask  II. — ^Mrs.  8.,  mi,  30  years,  the  mother  of  one  child  aged  two 
yeaiB,  applied  to  me  in  July,  1854,  suffering  from  all  the  symptoms  of 
uterine  prolapsus.  She  had  aborted  with  a  three  months*  foetus  about  a 
month  previous,  but  had  been  complaining  for  two  years  before.  An 
examination  revealed  incipient  prolapsus,  the  cervix  lying  on  the  floor  of 
the  perineum,  and  slight  epithelial  abrasion  of  its  mucous  surfRce.  Two 
applications  of  nitrate  of  silver  removed  this;  and  the  use,  for  ten  days, 
of  the  lint  and  tannin,  effected  a  perfect  cure. 

Gabb  hi. — Mrs.  G.,  »t  54  years.  A  widow,  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dren, the  youngest  sixteen  years  of  age.  Had  ceased  menstruating  about 
ten  years  previous.  She  stated  to  me  that  upon  using  the  slightest  exer- 
tion, such  as  lifting  or  straining  at  defoecation,  her  womb  would  entirely 
protrude  from  the  rulva.  She  had  used  a  variety  of  abdominal  sup- 
porters, and  had  attempted  on  several  occasions  to  wear  pessaries  of 
different  kinds,  and  at  that  time,  was  wearing  constantly  a  T  bandage. 
Upon  examination  I  found  the  uterus  just  within  the  vulva ;  and,  request- 
ing her  to  lift  a  chair,  the  whole  organ  was  protruded,  dragging  with  it 
the  posterior  wall  of  the  bladder ;  it  was  perfectly  healthy  in  appearance, 
though  somewhat  atrophied.  I  commenced  the  treatment  with  the  lint 
and  tannin,  interdicting  active  exercise,  and  in  six  weeks  ceased  maldng 
any  applications.  She  gradually  resumed  her  ordinary  duties,  and  is 
now  (some  two  years  since)  perfectly  recovered,  and  is  considered  a 
very  active  old  lady.  She  has  not  had  the  slightest  disposition  to  a 
return  of  the  displacement,  and  enjoys  excellent  health. 

I  have  here  given  an  example  of  the  three  different  degrees  of  pro- 
lapsus,— ^incipient,  partial,  and  complete, — ^illustrating  the  curability  of  this 
treatment  in  each.  I  could,  if  it  were  desirable,  cite  many  others  which 
have  been  under  my  observation,  and  which  have  resulted,  without  a 
single  exception,  in  a  perfect  and  complete  restoration. 

No.  14  Irying  PtAOB,  December y  1855. 
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Chinoidine  (AmarpkouM  Quinia)  at  an  AnHperiodic    By  Fbbbbio  D. 
Lbntb,  M.  D. 

Mb.  £ditor  :  During  the  last  summer  I  made  a  somewhat  ezteiudre 
trial  with  Chinoidine  as  an  antiperiodic,  and  have  thought  the  result  of 
mj  experiment  of  sufficient  importance  to  merit  a  small  space  in  your 
journal. 

This  agent  has  been  for  some  time  recommended  and  sold  in  the 
shops,  but  it  seems  to  have  gained  little  patronage  as  yet  I  have  used,  it 
during  the  past  year,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  quinine,  in  intermittent 
feyer,  and  find  that  it  possesses  at  least  three  advantages  over  the  latter- 
First,  and  principally,  on  the  score  of  economy,  it  being  sold  at  fifty 
cents  per  ounce,  a  no  mean  advantage  among  the  poorer  classes.  Sec- 
ondly, because  it  produces  none  of  the  disagreeable  head  symptoms 
termed  quininism,  which  symptoms  I  have  found  to  deter  some  patients^ 
especially  among  the  higher  classes,  from  using  quinine;  a  matter  of 
some  importance  in  these  days  of  Homoeopathic  delusion.  Thirdly,  be- 
cause, being  far  lees  disagreeable  to  the  taste  than  quinine,  it  can  be 
administered  with  very  little  trouble  to  children. 

I  will  not  occupy  your  valuable  space  by  introducing  cases  of  so- 
common  and  uninteresting  a  malady  as  ''  ague  and  fever  ;**  but  will  only 
state  that  I  have  used  the  remedy  in  at  least  forty  cases — ^for  no  account 
of  the  number  was  taken — of  this  disease  during  last  summer,  and  did 
not  fail  promptly  to  arrest  it  in  any  case.  Almost  all  of  them,  it 
IS  true,  were  mild  and  recent,  generally  applying  to  me  after  the  second 
or  third  chill.  But,  a  few  of  them  were  more  inveterate,  and  had 
already  had  quinine,  the  much-vaunted  nostrum  cholagogue,  and  other 
remedies ;  one  of  them  running  on  for  several  weeks,  and  yet  yielding 
to  the  chinoidine  in  a  few  days,  and  not  relapsing.  In  none  of  the  cases 
did  head  symptoms  occur.  One  man  was  directed  to  take  a  pill  con- 
taining three  grains  of  chinoidine,  every  four  hours.  Instead  of  so  doing, 
he  took,  by  mistake,  four  pills  every  hour,  or  thirty-six  grains  in  three 
hours,  without  the  least  unpleasant  symptom,  and  with  entire  relief,  for 
he  never  had  another  chill.  In  one  of  the  cases,  that  of  a  nervous  lady, 
quinine  had  already  been  ^ven,  and  could  not  be  borne  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  check  the  disease  on  account  of  its  producing  violent  head 
symptoms.  A  few  pills  of  chiniodine  were  an  effectual  and  pleasant 
substitute. 
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Among  ohildren,  the  remedy  was  used  quite  ezteDBiyely,  and  acted 
femarkaUy  well,  nerer  prodncing  any  diaagieeable  eflbetii  and  promptly 
arresting  the  paroxysms.  In  one  instance,  it  was  given  to  a  diild  six 
months  old,  to  another  three  weeks,  the  mother  having  contracted  the 
disease,  and  the  child  probably  from  her.  It  was  administered  to  adults 
uniformly  in  the  following  manner :  a  pill  composed  of  chiniodine  three 
grains,  dried  sulphate  of  iron  and  capsicum,  of  each  one  grain,  was 
directed  to  be  taken  every  four  hours  until  the  period  of  the  expected 
paroxysm  had  passed  by.  If  the  paroxysm  did  not  recur,  one  pill  was 
given  three  times  a  day  for  one  or  two  days,  to  prevent  relapse;  and  if 
the  disease  had  been  at  all  protracted,  the  pills  were  continued  for  two 
or  three  days  longer.  For  children,  the  chinoidine  was  mixed  with 
sweetened  mucilage,  and  a  teaspoonful,  containing  from  three  quarters 
of  a  grain  to  a  grain  and  a  hal(  according  to  age,  given  every  four  hours : 
the  fiMfitintim  dose  being  well  borne  by  the  youngest  infrmt,  and  the 
mttrimum  suftcing  for  a  child  hwe  or  six  years  of  age.  As  the  chinoi- 
dine is  rather  troublesome  to  form  into  a  fluid  mixture,  it  was  found  con- 
venient, by  the  apothecary,  to  have  an  alcoholic  solution  ready  at  all 
times,  containing  half  a  drachm  of  the  remedy  to  a  drachm  of  alcohd, 
which  is  about  the  limit  of  its  solubility.  This  solution  will  not  mix 
with  water  or  with  watery  mixtures,  being  immediately  precipitated,  but 
will  readily  mii^le  with  thick  mucilage.  I  have  also  used  diinoidine  as 
a  tonic,  especially  among  children ;  but  have  not,  as  yet,  made  up  any 
decided  opinion  regarding  its  relative  efficacy. 

Cold  Spring,  January  II th,  1856. 


New  Tore,  141  East  Thirtbbhth  Strbbt, 

Dec,  Setft,  1855. 
JBditar  of  th$  Nivo  York  Medical  Timee. 

Drab  Sir, — I  find  the  following  statement  made  in  the  GautU  dee 
SApiiaux :  '*  Dr.  Delvaux,  of  Brussels,  has  been  experimenting  with  qui- 
nine in  cases  of  intestinal  worms,  and  r^rts  forty  cases  of  ascaris  luns- 
bricoides  radically  cured  by  this  remedy,  in  two-grain  dosea  repeated 
ooce  or  twice  during  the  day." 

I  have  lately  been  treating  a  child  of  eight  years  of  age,  recently 

from  the  country,  for  persistent  intermittent  fever.    I  gave  it  sulpk  <frir 

I  nine,  grains  x.  a  few  hours  before  the  expected  appearance  of  the  diill— 

I  with  the  e£fect  of  arresting  it ;  and  followed  up  this  remedy  for  several 
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days  in  grain  pills,  three  times  a  day.  This  ooune  was  repeated  a  second 
time  wiUi  the  unexpected  effect  of  dislodging  a  tape  worm  a  yard  and  a 
half  in  length,  which  came  away  with  the  head  entire.  Since  this  time 
the  child  has  had  no  further  attack  of  its  malarious  affection. 

Truly  yours, 
AUGUSTUS  K  GARDNER,  M.  D. 


BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

Report  of  Cam,    By  Wm.  H.  Draper,  M.  D.,  House  Physician,  Belle- 
▼ue  Hospital. 

Casr  I.  Albuminuria^  Pericarditis,  Pneumonia.  Service  of  Dr* 
M'Cready. — J.  B.,  at.  24,  a  native  of  New  York,  admitted  to  Bellevue 
Hospital  Sept  4Ui,  1855.  The  parents  of  this  patient  died  at  an  early 
age,  of  phthisis ;  he  inherited  a  delicate  constitution,  and  had  alwaya 
snffered,  more  or  less,  from  illness.  In  March,  1854,  he  was  treated  in 
this  Hospital  for  dysentery,  which  became  chronic ;  for  more  than  a  year 
he  had  had  a  dry,  hacking  cough,  occasionally  spitting  up  a  little  blood; 
he  had  also  suffered  from  hsemorrhoids,  frequently  losing  considerable 
qsantities  of  blood.  Two  weeks  previous  to  his  last  admiBsion,  he  had  a 
severe  attack  of  quotidian  ague,  following  an  exposure  in  the  swamps 
near  Williams'  Bridge ;  in  addition  to  the  chills,  he  complained  of  some 
pain  in  the  left  chest  and  shoulder,  increased  by  cougning  and  deep 
mspiration.  He  was  considerably  prostrated,  and  rery  ansemic;  pulse 
80,  and  feeble ;  tongue  clean ;  skin  of  a  dusky,  sallow  hue ;  appetite 
poor,  and  bowels  regular.  On  physical  examination,  there  was  slight 
dullnesB  under  the  left  clavicle,  with  rudeness  of  respiratory  murmur,  and 
some  crepitus  at  the  end  of  inspiration ;  lungs  otherwise  healthy ;  heart 
sounds  normal ;  the  urine,  which  was  normtS  in  quantity  and  very  pale, 
had  a  specific  gravity  of  1.007,  a  feebly  acid  reaction,  and  was  slightly  al- 
buminous ;  there  were  no  microscopic  evidences  of  diseasct.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  0th  of  September,  the  patient  was  found  with  a  pulse  of  120 
of  moderate  force  and  fullness,  skin  hot,  and  dry,  and  complaining  of 
considerable  pain  in  the  left  chest  and  shoulder ;  he  had  had  a  chill  du- 
ring the  night.  Physical  examination  revealed  a  loud  and  well-marked 
friction  murmur,  superficial,  and  heard  all  over  the  precordial  region, 
but  with  most  distinctness  along  the  middle  third  of  the  sternum ;  dull- 
ness over  the  precordial  space,  normal ;  pulmonary  physical  signs  un- 
changed. Ordered,  free  dry  cupping  in  front  of  chest,  with  small  doses 
of  calomel  and  opium  to  be  repeated  every  hour. 
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Sept  12th.  Physical  signs  over  prsecordial  region  unaltered ;  pneu- 
monia discovered  at  the  base  of  the  lower  lohe  of  leil  lung ;  there  was 
neither  cough  nor  expectoration.  In  the  evening,  the  patient  became 
>erv  restless;  pulse  150,  and  feeble;  skin  hot  and  dry;  tongue  furred, 
and  dry  in  the  middle ;  no  tenderness  of  gums.  Ordered  calomel  and 
opium  to  be  discontinued,  and  half  an  ounce  of  brandy  to  be  given  every 
hour,  with  five  grs.  of  Dover's  Powders  every  four  hours. 

Sept  13th.  Patient's  condition  much  improved.  Physical  signs : 
dullness  below  angk  of  scapula,  with  bronchial  respiration  and  bron- 
chophony ;  pericardial  friction-murmur  less  distinct ;  no  cough ;  brandy 
diminished.    Ordered  quinine,  with  citrate  of  iron. 

Sept  20th.  Patient  still  very  feeble ;  appetite  poor  and  capricious ; 
remedies  and  generous  diet  producing  little  or  no  effect  Physical  signs: 
pericardial  friction-murmur  still  audible,  though  much  less  distinct; 
posteriorly,  signs  of  resolving  pneumonia  ;  no  cough. 

Sept.  23d.  Pericardial  friction-murmur  entirely  disappeared;  pre- 
cordial dullness  not  increased ;  endocardial  sounds  normal ;  signs  of 
pneumonia  disappeared,  with  exception  of  slight  dullness.  From  this 
date  the  physical  signs  remained  unchanged.  The  patient  was  attacked 
with  pneumonia  of  the  right  lung  Oct  Ist  and  died  Oct  2d. 

Autopsy.  12  hours  post  mortem.  Head — Not  examined.  Thorax — 
Pericardium  thickened,  and  adherent  everywhere  to  heart  On  incising 
it  near  the  apex,  and  stripping  it  up  from  the  surface  of  the  organ,  nu- 
merous yellowish  white  spots,  as  large  as  a  buckshot,  and  of  a  thick, 
creamy  consistence,  were  found  imbedded  in  the  substance  of  the  heart 
They  were  remarked  by  the  attending  physician  to  have  the  appearance 
of  tubercles.  At  the  base  of  the  organ  these  spots  were  larger,  more 
diffuse,  and  resembled  circumscribed  collections  of  pus,  or  softened  lymph. 
A  microscopic  examination  of  this  substance  exhibited  numerous  irregu- 
larly globular,  shriveled,  and  granular  cells,  about  the  3000th  of  an  inch 
in  diameter,  and  having  two  or  more  nuclei.  Besides  these  cells,  there 
were  some  exudation  corpuscles,  and  an  abundance  of  free,  granular,  and 
fatty  matter.  Valves  of  the  heart  healthy.  Lungs — The  lower  lobe  of 
the  right  lung  was  in  a  state  of  complete  red  hepatization.  The  lower 
lobe  of  left  lung  was  grayish  and  oedematous.  There  were  a  few  obso- 
lete tubercles  in  the  apex  of  the  left  lung.  Liver — Surface  pale,  and 
mottled  with  patches  of  a  yellowish  hue ;  most  marked  where  the  organ 
lay  in  contact  with  the  ribs;  weight  normal.  Kidneys  small;  aggre- 
gate weight,  five  oz. ;  surface  smooth,  of  a  pale  yellow  color,  and  mapped 
into  lobules  by  the  congested  vessels ;  capsules  stripped  off  readily ; 
cortical  portion  varies  from  a  line  to  two  lines  in  thickness ;  pyramids 
congested,  contrasting  strongly  with  the  paleness  of  cortical  substance. 
A  microscopic  examination  exhibited  free  granular  matter,  tubes  filled, 
with  granular  fat,  and  well-marked  fatty  degeneration  of  the  epithelium. 

Casb  II.  Pleurisy^  with  effusion  ;  Pericarditis ;  Gangrene^  and 
LTydro-pneumo-thorax.  Service  of  Dr.  Metcalfe. — J.  A.,  set.  37,  a  native 
of  New  York,  by  occupation  a  rafter,  admitted  Nov.  27th.    No  heredi- 
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taiy  tendenoies  to  disease  traceable.  The  patient  has  been  a  man  of 
yery  irregular  and  intemperate  habits,  but  with  the  exception  of  a  slight 
cough,  which  has  annoyed  him  for  seyeral  years,  has  generally  enjoyed 
good  health.  He  was  as  well  as  usual  until  five  weeks  previous  to  ad- 
mission, when,  after  exposure  during  a  rainy  and  cold  night,  he  was  seized 
with  a  severe  chill,  followed  by  fever,  a  sharp  pain  in  the  left  side, 
shortness  of  breath,  and  cough,  accompanied  by  a  white,  frothy  expecto- 
ration. On  admission,  the  patient  was  suffering  from  some  febrile  excite- 
ment ;  considerable  dyspnoea  and  cough  ;  physical  examination  detected 
pleurisy,  with  effusion,  filling  and  distending  the  left  chest ;  there  was 
well-marked  bronchial  respiration  and  bronchophony  all  over  the  affected 
side;  over  the  precordial  region  there  was  a  distinct  double  friction-mur- 
mur, the  heart  being  crowded  over  to  the  right  of  the  sternum.  The 
patient  did  not  complain  of  pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  and  could 
not  refer  to  any  recent  and  sudden  increase  in  dyspnoea.  Urine  exam- 
ined; specific  gravity  1.019  reaction  acid  sediment  of  urates;  not  albumi- 
nous.  Ordered  moderate  topical  bleeding,  with  small  doses  of  calomel  and 
opium,  repeated  every  two  hours. 

Nov.  29th.*-Patient  has  passed  a  comfortable  night,  and  complained 
of  no  increase  of  pain  or  dyspnoea.  On  physical  examination,  as  the 
patient  laid  upon  his  back,  percussion  gave  a  tympanitic  resonance  over 
the  upper  and  anterior  portion  of  left  chest.  Succussion  was  well  marked, 
and  in  the  sitting  posture  amphoric  resonance  of  the  voice  and  respira- 
tion was  heard  both  anteriorly  and  posteriorly.  Heart  sounds  un- 
changed. Dec.  Ist — Patient  had  failed  since  admission.  Pulse  120; 
resp.  26  ;  tongue  inclined  to  be  dry  ;  some  delirium.  Pulmonary  phy- 
sical signs  unchanged.  Pericardial  murmur  becoming  less  distinct ; 
discontinued  calomel  and  opium,  and  substituted  brandy.  In  the  evening 
the  friction  murmur  had  entirely  disappeared.  Amphoric  resonance 
and  respiration  absent.  Complete  dullness  all  over  left  side.  Urine 
examined — ^not  albuminous ;  no  microscopic  evidence  of  disease. 

Dec.  2. — Patient  had  rallied  somewhat  under  use  of  stimulants. 
Pulse  104  ;  resp.  26 ;  decubitus  dorsal.    Amphoric  sounds  returned. 

Dec.  3  J. — Physical  signs  the  same  as  at  last  note. 

Dec.  4th. — Patient  more  feeble  and  more  delirious.  Pulse  96  ;  resp. 
28.  Physical  signs. — Complete  dullness  over  space  where  amphoric 
sounds  have  been  previously  noted.  Heart-sounds  feeble.  For  the  first 
time  there  was  observed  a  strong  gangrenous  odor  of  the  breath  after 
coughing;  the  patient  during  the  night  having  expectorated  a  very 
offensive,  dirty  brown,  serous  fluid.     Stimulants  increased. 

Dec.  6th. — Patient  failing.  Pulse  100;  feeble  and  intermittent. 
Resp.  24;  difficult  and  sighing;  delirium  more  violent;  ordered  an 
ounce  of  brandy,  with  ammon.  carb.,  grs.  v.,  every  hour.  P.  M. — ^Pulse 
102,  full  and  regular ;  bowels  had  moved  frequently  during  the  day ; 
discontinued  ammon.  carb. ;  and,  delirium  still  beiug  violent,  ordered 
blister  to  back  of  neck,  Dec.  6th. — Patient  more  comfortable ;  delirium 
quieted.  Physical  signs. — ^Amphoric  sounds  again  present,  and  extending 
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over  lar^r  q>ace  anteriorly.  Dec  11th. — From  last  dale  to  presmt^ 
the  ooDcfition  of  the  patient  has  remained  ahoat  the  aame.  No  changes 
noted  in  physical  signs,  except  that  the  heart  had  been  gradually  movincr 
towards  the  lefl  side.  Patient  had  failed  rapidly  during  the  nighty  and 
in  spite  of  increased  stimulation  became  comatose  and  died  at  12  M. 

Auiopitf,  26  kattn  po9t  mortem, — ^Body  pale ;  oyer  precordial  re- 
gion a  dark  blue  discoloration ;  rigor  mortis  well  marked. 

Mead, — Upper  surface  of  dura  mater  natural,  perhaps  less  congested 
than  usual.  Surface  of  brain  congested.  Sero-albnminons  fluid  beneath 
arachnoid  ;  some  spots  of  molecular  lymph.  Brain  substanee  natural, 
also  the  ventricles.  About  three  ounces  of  serum  flowed  from  cranial 
oavi^  on  removal  of  brain. 

TAorcue.— On  raising  skin  in  the  fourth  intercostal  space  under  the 
nipple,  the  walls  of  the  chest  were  perforated ;  the  surrounding  tissue  of 
a  dirty-blackish  color,  and  emitting  an  offensive  gangrenous  odor.  Part 
so  affected  is  nearly  circular,  about  three  inehes  in  diameter.  Perfora- 
tion about  the  size  of  a  dollar ;  the  fourth  rib  at  this  place  was  denuded 
of  periosteuBL  On  raising  the  sternum  with  cartilages  attached,  the 
whole  of  the  left  half  down  to  the  sixth  rib,  on  its  inner  aspect,  is  cover- 
ed with  a  dark,  offensive  putrilage.  Right  lun^  cedematous,  and  ex* 
tending  somewhat  to  the  left  of  sternum ;  crepitant  throughout,  and 
covered  at  the  summit  with  false  membrane  of  no  very  recent  formation. 
No  tubercular  deposit.  Right  pleura  contained  ten  ounces  of  bloody 
serum.  Left  lung  considerably  compressed ;  adherent  at  postmor  and 
lateral  sur&ces  below  sixth  rib  by  old  adhesions.  Twenty-two  ounces  of 
exceedingly  offensive,  dark  colored  fluid  in  the  upper  part  of  chest  On 
filling  left  pleural  sac  with  water,  and  blowing  through  the  left  bron- 
chus, no  bubbles  of  air  escaped ;  by  subsequent  examination,  the  perfo* 
ration  was  discovered  in  a  small  gangrenous  cavity  posteriorly  and  oppo- 
site the  sixth  rib.  The  upper  surface  of  the  lung  was  covered  by  a  layer 
of  gangrenous  tissue ;  no  pneumonia  underlying  it  Heart. — ^rericaxd- 
ium  adherent  throughout  to  heart — also  to  the  left  lung.  On  stripping 
off  the  pericardium,  the  adhesions  seemed  more  firm  towards  the  base ; 
near  the  apex  the  opposite  surfaces  presented  the  bread  and  butter  ap- 
pearance.   Heart  small  and  flabby ;  valves,  healthy. 

Abdominal  viscera  healthy. 

L    NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 

Stated  Meeting,  January  2,  1856.  Dr.  Beadle,  Yice-Presidenty  in 
the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Academy  went  into  an  election  of  new  members,  when  (he  fol* 
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lowing  were  cfaofien  resident  fellows : — ^Drs.  J.  L.  Smith,  Jas.  W.  Elliot, 
F.  T.  Bumstead,  Saml.  A.  Hills,  J.  Marion  Sims,  and  E.  Lee  Jones. 

On  motion,  the  order  of  business  was  suspended,  to  hear  the  reports 
of  ofSoers  and  committees. 

The  Recording  Secretary  then  read  his  annual  report. 

The  Committee  on  JSthics  made  their  annual  report,  and  a  special 
report  in  relation  to  the  resiguation  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Fell,  recommending 
that  the  Academy  refuse  to  grant  him  an  honorable  dismission,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  alleged  relations  with  a  certain  notorious  quack. 

A  discussion  ensued  thereon,  in  which  several  members  tool  part; 
and  on  motion  of  Dr.  Detmold,  the  subject  was  referred  back  to  the 
committee,  with  instructions  to  take  testimony  in  the  matter,  and  to 
report  to  the  Academy  as  to  what  steps  it  is  necessary  to  take  in 
regard  to  it. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  made  their  annual  report,  and  also  a 
special  report  recommending  the  payment  of  certain  bills,  amounting  to 
$125  68 ;  which  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

The  Committee  on  Puhlieation  made  their  annual  report. 

The  Trustees  made  their  annual  report,  setting  forth  that  the  funds 
of  the  Academy  in  their  charge  are  |2,500,  iuyested  on  bond  and  mort- 
gage, and  the  interest  which  has  accrued  on  the  same,  $262  60  on  de- 
posit in  the  Savings  Bank  for  Seamen,  drawing  interest  at  6  per  cent, 
making  the  whole  amount  $2,762  50  (ezclusive  of  bank  interest).  This 
sum  constitutes  the  building  fund. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  made  his  annual  report 

The  Foreign  Corre^)onding  Secretary,  absent  on  account  of  sick- 
ness, made  no  report. 

The  Treasurer  made  his  annual  report,  stating  the  receipts  from  all 
sources  during  the  year  to  have  been  $837  30.  Payments  $496  96, 
leaving  balance  in  treasury,  $340  57. 

The  Librarian  made  his  annual  report.  On  motion,  he  was  autho- 
rized to  have  the  necessary  binding  done.  Having  asked  instructions  in 
regard  to  furnishing  new  members  with  full  sets  of  the  publications  of 
the  Academy,  the  following  resolution,  moved  by  Dr.  Detmold,  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  newly  elected  fellow  shall  have  no  legal  claim  upon 
the  librarian  for  copies  of  the  Transactions  published  previous  to  his 
election. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  0.  Stone,  it  was  unanimously  Resolved,  that  the 
treasurer  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  pay  over  to  the  trustees,  as 
soon  as  the  state  of  the  treasury  will  admit,  the  sum  of  $287  50,  to  be 
added  to  the  building  fund. 

The  annual  assessment  for  1856,  of  $2,  recommended  by  the  Finance 
Committee,  was  confirmed. 

The  several  reports  were  accepted,  and  ordered  on  file. 

Dr.  Batchelders  resolution,  amending  the  Constitution,  coming  up  in 
14 
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order,  was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Batchdder,  laid  on  tlia  Uble  until  the  next 
meeting. 

The  Secretary  laid  before  the  Academy  a  letter  received  by  the 
Assistant  Secretary,  from  Don  Pablo  de  Murguiendo,  Consal  of  the  Repub^ 
lie  of  Uraguay,  at  Baltimore,  together  with  several  namben  of  the 
^  Anales  de  Medicin  Montevideana,''  being  a  publication  of  the  Monte- 
videan  Medical  Junta. 

The  pamphlets  were  ordered  to  be  placed  in  the  Library,  and  the 
Librarian  was  authorized  to  furaish  to  the  Aasistaot  Secretary  a  set  of  the 
Transactions  to  replace  his  own,  which  he  had  sent  to  the  Montevidean 
Society  in  exchange. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  was  also  authorized  to  con- 
tinue the  exchange  of  publications  with  the  above  Society. 

The  Academy  then  went  into  an  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing, 
year,  when  the  following;  were  chosen : — Prmdent^  Dr.  Willard  Parker ; 
Vice-PrmdenUy  Dis.  Watson,  Buck,  Beadle,  Bolton  ;  Becording  Secre- 
tary, Dr.  S.  0.  Foster ;  Assistani  Secretary,  Dr.  Holcomb ;  DcmetUc 
Correepondiny  Secretary,  Dr.  8.  T.  Hubbard ;  Foreign  Correeponding 
Secretary,  Dr.  J.  W.  Green ;  Treaeurer,  Dr.  J.  O.  Fond ;  Zdbrarian, 
Dr.  T.  F.  Cock;  Trueteee,  Drs.  G.  Carter,  Anderson,  R.  S.  Kiaaam, 
Blakeman,  S.  P.  White,  B.  Ogden,  Griscom. 

The  election  of  orator  was  deferred  until  the  next  skeeting. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 


IL—NEW  YORK  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 
Extracts  from  Minutes,  reported  by  J.  G.  Thomas,  M.  D^  Sec,  pro  tern. 

Regular  Meeting,  Nov,  28, 1 855.  President,  Dr.  Bolton,  in  ihk  chair. 
Dr.  Finnell  presented  a  testicle  removed  from  a  boy,  16  years  of  age,  at 
St.  Vincent's  Hospital.  The  boy  from  infancy  had  had  swelling  of  liis 
testicle,  which,  at  intervals  of  every  2  or  3  years,  formed  an  abscess 
which  would  discharge  itself,  and  then  heal  again  in  a  short  time.  About 
two  weeks  ago,  he  entered  St.  Yincent^s  Hospital  with  an  ulcer  on  the 
scrotum,  through  which  protruded  a  fungous  growth,  and  from  which 
pus  was  discharged.  A  consultation  was  beld  upon  the  case ;  some  of 
the  surgeons  present  thought  that  the  patient  should  be  placed  upon 
anti-scrofulous  treatment,  and  the  part  left  untouched ;  while  others 
thought  that  the  probability  of  the  frequent  recurrence  of  the  difficulty 
rendered  extirpation  advisable.  In  accordance  with  the  latter  opinion, 
Dr.  Finnell  removed  the  testicle,  which,  upon  eyamination,  presented  the 
following  appearance  : — upon  the  external  surface  were  seen  little  emi- 
nences resembling  tubercular  deposits,  but  which,  upon  examination, 
were  found  to  be  particles  of  degenerated  fibrin,  and  within  the  mass 
there  existed  a  small  abscess,  which  contained  pus,  and  communicated  by 
a  fistulous  orifice  with  the  external  surface,  through  which  its  contents 
were  discharged. 

.  Dr.  Finnell  then  presented  a  portion  of  the  spinal  column  of  a  boy, 
nine  years  of  age,  in  which  abscess,  the  result  of  acute  periostitis,  had 
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been  found  raising  up  the  perioetenm  at  a  level  with  the  third  lumbar 
vertebra,  and  pressing  upon  the  canal.  History  of  the  case  : — ^The  boy 
while  at  play  was  ^^  standing  upon  his  hands,**  his  body  and  legs  being 
poised  in  the  air,  when  one  of  his  companions,  seizing  his  feet,  bad  sud- 
denly jerked  him  backwards,  and  kicked  him  seyeraf  times  in  the  lum- 
bar region.  The  injury  inflicted  caused  him  so  much  pain  that  he  had 
to  be  assisted  home,  and  that  night  had  an  attack  of  convulsions.  On 
the  next  day  he  complained  of  violent  pain  in  the  back,  and  the  convid- 
ftions  recurred.  Leeches  were  applied  to  the  part,  and  other  appropriate 
treatment  instituted  ;  but  the  convulsions  continued  up  to  the  8th  day, 
when  death  supervened.  On  postmortem  examination,  the  abscess 
above  mentioned  was  found  encroaching  upon  the  spinal  cord ;  none  of 
its  contents  being  admitted  into  the  canal,  but  its  walls  keeping  up 
steady  pressure  upon  it.  No  deformity  could  be  observed  externally,  ex- 
cept a  slight  prominence,  caused  by  exuded  lymph,  which  was  percept 
tible  to  the  finger.  Throughout  the  case  paralysis  was  looked  for,  but 
did  not  occur ;  delirium  was  constant. 

Dr.  Htnar,  of  Brooklyn,  presented  a  specimen,  showing  a  rupture  in 
the  vma  cava  oBcendens^  about  half  an  inch  above  the  iliac  bifttrcation, 
of  which  the  history  is  as  follows.  Dr.  Cochran,  of  Brooklyn,  was  sud- 
denly called,  on  the  27th  of  Nov.,  to  a  woman  in  the  fifw  month  of 
pregnancy,  who,  while  dancing  at  a  ball,  had  suddenly  Mien  to  the  fk>or 
and  expired.  A  postmortem  examination  was  held,  and  revealed  the  le- 
«on  just  mentioned.  Into  the  peritoneum  had  escaped  about  a  basinful 
of  blood,  which  had  formed  into  clots.  Dr.  M.  regarded  the  case  aa  very 
rare,  and  thought  that  very  few  of  a  similar  nature  were  on  record. 

Dr.  Hutchison  showed  a  tube  offaUe  memhrane  ten  inches  in  length, 
which  had  been  passed  from  the  rectum  by  a  patient  laboring  under  an 
attack  of  dysentery  which  presented  nothing  in  its  symptoms  worthy 
of  special  note.  From  the  time  of  the  casting  off  of  this  tube,  the  pa- 
tient had  improved.  Dr.  Clark  suggested  that,  instead  of  false  mem- 
brane, it  might  be  a  portion  of  the  intestine  itself  which  had  sloughed 
from  intussusception  ;  and  Dr.  Sayre  mentioned  a  case  of  which  he  was 
oognizant,  confirmatory  of  this  view.  Dr.  Clark  had  never  seen  false 
membrane  expelled  in  dysentery,  similar  to  that  before  him,  but  had 
repeatedly  seen  shreds  of  false  membrane  cast  off  in  which  organization 
was  less  advanced;  in  this  connection  he  showed  a  quantity  of  false 
membrane  castoff  by  alady  forty-five  years  of  age,  who  appeared  to  possess 
within  her  an  exhaustless  manufactory  of  the  material,  which  was  ex- 
pelled irregularly  at  monthly  or  semi-monthly  intervals.  Examined  un- 
der the  microscope,  cells  are  seen  in  it,  held  together  by  a  hyaline  mem- 
brane ;  some  of  the  cells  are  elongated,  as  if  in  the  process  of  forming 
fibers,  and,  probably,  if  retained  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  in  the 
intestines,  would  do  so. 

Dr.  Marhoe  showed  9k  foot  in  which  the  vessels  were  injected  so  as  to 
make  evident  the  existence  of  extensive  wbvub  in  the  solci  All  the  veins, 
and  the  anterior  tibial  artery,  were  much  enlarged ;  the  posterior  remain- 
ing of  normal  sise.    The  patient  from  whom  the  part  had  been  re- 
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moved,  was  a  young  German,  who  entered  the  New  York  Hospital  with 
a  callous  ulcer  on  the  sole  of  the  foot,  of  five  months'  standing.  Upon 
admission  he  was  submitted  to  the  most  approved  method  of  treatment 
for  ulcers,  but  without  any  improvement.  Suddenly  the  wound  began 
to  bleed,  but  the  hemorrhage  soon  ceased ;  in  a  short  time,  however,  it 
recurred,  and  continued  to  do  so  at  intervals,  until  operation  was  resorted 
to.  So  serious  was  this  haemorrhage  that  Dr.  M.  once  saw  it  flowing  in 
a  stream  as  large  as  a  crow  quill.  These  developments  in  the  case,  at 
first  regarded  as  of  no  peculiar  interest,  incited  closer  investigation,  when 
it  was  found  that  the  disease  was  characterized,  1st,  by  a  fullness  in  the 
plantar  region,  which  the  patient  asserted  had  existed  for  a  long  time, 
and  which  was  diminished  by  pressure  upon  the  arteries  above ;  2nd^  by 
a  blueness  and  tenderness  of  the  intec^uments,  and  a  peculiar  boggy  feel 
upon  touch ;  and  3d,  by  a  thrill  which  was  evident  to  firm  pressure,  and 
could  be  checked  by  stopping  the  arterial  circulation  at  any  point  above. 
For  the  cure  of  the  case  exsection  had  been  proposed,  but  as  soon  as  the 
true  nature  of  the  disease  was  appreciated,  it  was  rejected.  Ligature  of 
the  arteries  was  then  proposed ;  but  rejected,  1st,  because  the  general  en- 
largement of  the  vessels  would  have  called  for  ligatures  of  the  popliteal 
or  femoral  arteries ;  and  2d,  because  experience  has  proved  that  ligature 
of  arteries  for  this  affection  in  the  extremities,  is  far  less  successful  than 
on  the  face.  Amputation,  then,  was  the  only  resort,  and  was  accordingly 
performed. 

Dr.  dark  then  presented  the  brain  and  its  membranes^  with  a  por- 
tion of  the  spinal  eord^  of  a  woman  who  died  of  eerebro-spinal  meningitis 
An  the  Marine  Hospital,  Staten  Island.  The  specimen,  together  with  a 
history  of  the  case,  was  sent  by  Dr.  Elisha  Harris,  the  resident  phyai- 
oian,  of  whose  notes  the  following  is  a  summary.  On  die  15th  of 
November  an  unmarried  German  woman,  aged  23  years,  of  leuco- 
phlegmatic  temperament,  and  of  previous  good  habits,  was  admitted  to 
the  Hospital  with  acute  articular  and  muscular  rheumatism.  Her  coun- 
tenance was  observed  to  wear  a  peculiar  expression  (which  in  the  notes 
is  described  as  "  drunken ''),  and  the  surface  of  the  body  was  oedema- 
tous.  She  complained  of  no  headache ;  the  intellect  was  dear,  and  the 
pulse  only  88,  but  quick  and  full ;  the  secretions  were  scanty ;  urine 
nree  from  albumen  or  other  abnormal  constituent  The  treatment 
adopted  was  that  of  rheumatism,  viz.  acetate  of  potash,  3  j.  every  fourth 
hour,  with  alkaline  and  opiate  lotions  to  the  joints.  This  was  continued 
up  to  the  sixth  day,  when  the  patient^s  countenance  becoming  more 
drunken,  the  mind  more  languid,  and  the  bowels  relaxed,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  direct  attention  to  the  nervous  system,  although  the  diag- 
nosis of  the  disease  was  as  yet  only  surmised.  Accordingly,  opium,  gr.  L 
and  quinine,  grs.  iij.  were  administered  every  4th  hour.  On  the  eighth  day^^ 
spasmodic  contraction  occurred  in  all  the  flexors  of  the  extremities,  and 
intense  pain  existed  upon  pressure  along  the  spinal  column  throughout 
its  whole  extent  Ordered  cups  along  the  spine,  and  to  continue  opiunk 
and  quinine.  On  the  ninth  day  all  the  symptoms  became  aggravated,  and 
the  urine  and  faeces  passed  involuntarily.  On  the  tenth  day  she  sank 
into  collapse,  and  died  comatose. 
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On  ihe  autopsy,  there  was  discovered  fluid  under  the  meninges  of  the 
eord  throughout  its  whole  extent ;  the  meningeal  covering  of  the  me- 
dulla was  injected  in  spots,  more  especially  so  at  the  level  of  the  last  cervi- 
cal and  four  upper  dorsal  vertebrse,  where  fibrinous  exudation  and 
considerable  extravasation  from  the  vessels  were  likewise  observed.  At  the 
base  of  the  brain  was  about  one  ounce  of  serum,  and  some  exudation  of  fibri- 
nous material.  The  heart  was  fatty,  and  the  liver  fatty  and  much  en- 
larged, its  weight  being  estimated  at  lOfi).  Of  the  kidneys,  the  Dr. 
says,  they  "  were  inadvertently  returned  to  the  coffin  unexamined.  It  is 
not  presumed  that  they  were  diseased,  unless  degenerated  like  the  liver." 

Regular  Meeting,  December  12. 

Dr.  Isaacs  presented  a  prostate  gland,  with  the  bladder  and  several 
lymphatic  glands,  which  had  undergone  encephaloid  degeneration.  The 
bladder  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  prostate  was  degenerated,  and  along 
the  iliac  vessels  and  aorta  the  lymphatic  glands  were  enlarged,  some  of 
them  to  the  uze  of  a  pigeon's  Qg^.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  blad- 
der was  eroded,  and  the  capacity  of  the  organ  diminished.  The  symp- 
toms presented  by  the  case  were  these :  About  five  years  ago  the  patient 
began  to  complain  of  dyspeptic  symptoms,  with  debility,  lassitude,  slight 
pain  over  the  bladder,  and  difficulty  in  urinating.  About  two  years 
ago  these  symptoms  increased  much  in  severity,  and  the  urine  became 
bloody ;  sometimes  a  large  quantity  of  blood  being  passed.  This  state 
continued  without  any  other  symptom  worthy  of  note,  until  death,  when 
the  encephaloid  disease  above  described  was  discovered. 

Dr.  Finnell  presented  the  stomachs  of  two  patients  who  had  died  of 
acute  gastritis  caused  by  irritating  ingesta.  The  first  was  that  of  a  boy, 
who,  while  playing  in  the  streets  with  his  two  little  sisters,  found  a  plate 
containing  some  food,  of  which  they  ate.  In  one  hour  after,  the  boy  was 
taken  with  thirst,  violent  vomiting  and  purging,  and  great  prostration, 
which,  in  the  course  of  seven  hours,  destroyed  his  life.  The  girls  were 
likewise  affected,  but  recovered.  Upon  examination,  it  was  found  that 
the  substance  eaten  was  arsenic  mixed  with  Indian  meal  and  molasses. 
An  autopsy  showed  the  stomach  not  much  inflamed,  except  at  one  point, 
where  the  mucous  membrane  was  destroyed  from  intense  inflammatory  ac- 
tion. Dr.  Finndl  has  seen  seven  or  eight  cases  of  arsenical  poisoning, 
and  in  all  of  them  the  fatal  issue  has  occurred  in  about  seven  or  eight 
hours. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  a  woman,  who  had  died  from  poisoning, 
by  eating  soup  made  from  mutton,  which  had  been  kept  cooked  in  the 
house  for  five  or  six  days.  The  entire  family,  consisting  of  five  persons, 
were  poisoned ;  but  all  except  the  mother  recovered.  After  eating  the 
soup,  the  patient  vomited  and  purged  violently,  and  died  in  a  collapsed 
condition.    The  tongue  throughout  the  attack  was  white. 

Autopsy  showed  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  anterior  wall  of  the 
stomach  healthy,  and  the  posterior  thickened  and  softened.  Along  the 
course  of  the  vessels  there  was  a  deposit,  which  Dr.  F.  thought  to  be 
fibrinous,  but  Dr.  Clark  regarded  rather  as  a  deposit  of  fat,  and  not  mor- 
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bid.  The  saljeot  appearing  one  oi  considerable  interest,  Drs.  Finnell 
and  O'Rorke  were  requested  to  colleot,  and  report  at  a  future  meetings 
ail  cases  which  they  could  find  bearing  upon  it. 

Dr.  Clark  showed  several  specimens  of  alceration  of  Peytr^i  <t  Brwu- 
ner^s  glandi^  the  result  of  typhoid  fever.  In  one  the  disease  had  lasted 
three  and  a  half  weeks,  in  another  seventeen  days,  and  in  a  third  it  had 
existed  for  twenty-three  days.  From  the  last  the  patient  was  recovering, 
when,  in  walking,  he  fell,  and  caused  a  rupture  of  the  intestinal  walls, 
and  death.  In  past  years.  Dr.  C.  remarked,  each  autumn  has  brought 
with  it  a  few  scattered  examples  of  typhoid  fever  and  its  consequence,  ul- 
cerated  glands ;  but  this  year  all  autopsies  made  of  patients  dying  of  fe- 
ver at  Bellevue  Hospital  have  revealed  this  lesion.  Dr.  Cheh  stated  that 
two  fatal  cases  had  occurred  this  year  at  the  New  York  Hospital,  in  one 
of  which  the  immediate  cause  of  death  was  haemorrhage  from  the  intes- 
tines, and  in  the  other  perforation.  The  point  to  which  Dr.  Clark  desired 
to  call  attention  was  this ;  that  the  type  of  fever  is  now  fast  changing 
from  typhus  to  typhoid,  and  that  soon  the  former,  which  for  nine  years 
has  reigned,  will  give  place  to  the  latter.  Some  years  ago  a  famine  oc- 
curred in  Ireland,  and  with  the  increased  immigration  which  it  caused  to 
America,  came  typhus  fever,  which  did  away  with  the  existing  typhoid. 
In  time  it  died  out,  and  again  typhoid  appeared ;  but  the  famine  of  1846^ 
with  the  exodus  to  which  it  gave  rise,  renewed  the  disease,  and  for  nine 
years  it  has  held  its  own ;  now  again,  however,  it  is  disappearing,  and 
the  original  type  will  resume  its  sway  until  a  similar  cause  arises  to  dis- 
place it. 


Ciiitaricl. 


Tcpical  Medication  of  the  Larynx  and  TVocAm.-— The  subject  of  the  appii* 
cation  of  remedies  directly  to  the  larynx  and  trachea  seems  to  be  exciting 
attention  both  in  Great  Britam  and  tt:ds  country.  The  January  number  of  the 
American  Journal  <^  Medical  Sciences  contains  a  paper  by  Mr.  Erichaen,  Pro* 
feasor  of  Surgery  at  Umveraity  College,  London,  taken  from  the  Lancet  of 
November  24  and  December  1, 1856,  in  which  thai  gentleman  reviews  the 
subject,  and  states  the  reasons  for  his  continued  belief  in  the  assertion  in  bis 
work  on  Surgery,  that  the  *^  sponge-probang  had  never  in  the  living  subject 
been  passed  beyond  the  true  vocal  cords^  He  speaks  highly  of  the  value  of 
the  topical  application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  throat  in  many  affections  of 
the  larynx,  and  acknowledgea  the  debt  of  gratitude  due  to  Drs.  Trousseau,  of 
Paris,  and  H.  Greeu,  of  this  city,  for  their  efforte  in  demonstrating  the  utility 
of  thiB  method  of  treatment  by  their  example  and  writings.  He  says,  ^  the 
only  question  at  issue  is  aa  to  the  depth  to  which  the  sponge-probang  haa 
been  passed,  and  not  as  to  the  advantage  attending  the  application  of  mtrato  of 
silver  in  throat  diseases." 
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The  opiaion  of  Ux.  E.  wa*  ddi^ratelj  formed,  and  baaed,  as  he  says,  on 
experiments  on  living  aaimals  and  on  the  dead  subject,  on  obsenrations  made 
on  cut  throat,  and  on  his  experience  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  air- 
passages  in  different  pabli9  institutions,  as  well  as  in  private  practice.  He 
examines  somewhat  in  detail  the  reasons  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  sponge- 
probang  through  and  beyond  the  vocal  cords,  as  they  are  inferred  from, 
1.  The  sensations  of  the  patient;  2.  the  sensations  of  the  surgeon;  3.  the 
analogy  offered  by  the  introduction  of  tubes  for  the  purposes  of  artificial  res- 
piration, and  by  the  inhalation  of  foreign  bodies.  Under  the  first  head,  he  alludes 
to  the  well-known,  exquisite  degree  of  sensibility  possessed  by  the  larynx,  and 
describes  the  difference  in  the  sensations  produced  by  introducing  an  instru- 
ment into  the  cBSophagus,  and  the  att^npt  to  introduce  one  into  the  larynx ; 
giving  the  name  of  pharyngeal  to  the  former,  and  that  of  laryngeal  to  the 
latter.  Both  these  classes  of  symptoms,  he  says,  are  commonly  met  with  after 
the  application  of  the  throat  probang ;  but  he  denies  most  decidedly  that 
whenever  the  laryngeal  symptoms  exist  in  their  full  intensity,  they  should  be 
received  as  evidence  of  the  introduction  of  the  sponge-probang  into  the  glottis. 
He  says  that  he  has  repeatedly  brought  on  these  symptoms,  in  the  most  mor- 
bid degree,  without  the  use  of  the  sp(»ge  at  all,  or  the  introduction  of  any 
solid  body  into  the  larynx,  and  even  by  a  drop  of  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of 
silver. 

The  evidenee  afforded  by  the  sensations  of  the  surgeon  is  equally  unreliable, 
as  is  shown  by  the  results  of  the  exploration  of  the  urethra  and  rectum.  The 
sensations  supposed  to  be  communicated  by  the  passage  of  the  probang  through 
the  narrowed  portion  of  the  larynx  are  equally  liable  to  deceive  the  operator, 
and  have  nothing  to  do  with  its  progress  through  the  larjrnx,  but  are  produced 
by  the  obstruction  caused  by  the  passage  of  the  instrument  through  that  nar- 
rowed portion  of  the  end  of  the  pharynx,  or  the  beginning  of  the  oesophagus 
whffre  the  eartilagee  of  lAe  larynx,  projecting  backwards,  give  rise  to  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  constriction,  compressing  the  gullet,  as  it  were,  against  the 
apine,  an  obstruction  met  with  boih  in  passing  in  and  withdrawing  the  instru- 
msot.  Mr.  E.  says  that,  even  m  the  dead  body,  the  sponge-probang,  of  the 
shape  usually  sold,  cannot  be  made  to  enter  the  larynx,  and  to  pass  beyond 
tifts  vocal  cords,  without  the  employment  of  a  considerable  degree  of  force,  and 
oertain  manipulations  alone  admisnble  in  the  living  patient  He  adds,  **  A 
probang  with  a  short  curve,  such  as  those  that  are  uniformly  employed,  has  a 
natural  tendency  to  take  the  direct  passage,  as  it  were,  down  the  oesophagus, 
instead  of  turning  forward  to  enter  the  larynx.  When  the  curve  is  much  in- 
creased, as  in  the  ordinary  catheter,  the  sponge  may  during  life  be  passed  be- 
tween the  lip9  of  the  glottis ;  but  it  cannot  even  then  be  made  to  pass  between 
and  below  the  vocal  cords,  in  consequ^ee  ot  the  curve  being  too  large  to  be 
admitted  into  the  diameter  of  the  trachea."  In  support  of  this  assertion,  he 
^ves  the  evidence  afforded  by  the  experiments  of  the  Committee  of  the  New 
York  Academy  of  Medicine,  embodied  in  their  recent  report  on  this  subject 
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Nor  does  he  l>elieve  that  the  analogy  afforded  bj  the  iatrodaetlon  of  tubes 
for  the  purpose  of  artificial  respiration,  and  the  oecasional  mhalatioa  of  for«gn 
bodies,  affords  any  reliable  basis  for  the  assertion  that  the  sponge-probaag  ean 
be  passed  into  the  air-passages.  In  the  former  case,  there  is  a  great  difference 
between  the  introduction  of  a  smooth,  well-oiled  tube,  of  small  caliber, 
through  which  the  patient  can  breathe,  and  that  of  a  caustic  sponge,  which 
would  not  only  violently  stimulate  the  part,  but  also  block  up  the  air-passsge 
mechanically.  Li  the  introduction  of  foreign  bodies  into  the  larynx,  the  psrts 
are  taken  by  surprise,  the  foreign  body  being  accidentally  sucked  into  the 
chest  by  a  rush  of  air,  during  inspiration,  through  an  open  glottis;  while,  in 
the  introduction  of  instruments,  the  patient  is  prepared  for  what  is  about  to 
take  place,  involuntarily  and  instinctively  resists,  and  holding  his  breath,  keeps 
the  glottis  closed. 

Mr.  E.  concludes  his  paper  by  saying, "  I  think  that  we  are  fully  justified 
in  adopting  the  conclusion  of  the  commission  of  the  New  York  Academy,  that 
there  is  no  reliable  evidence  that  the  sponge-probang  has  ever  been  passed 
through  and  beyond  the  vocal  cords."  We  have  given  a  brief  abstract  of  this 
papw  as  affording  what  seems  to  be  a  fair  and  candid  summary  of  the  argu- 
ments in  iavor  of  the  position  assumed  by  him,  and  which  was  the  one  assumed 
by  the  majority  of  the  Committee  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  subject,  with  which  most  of  our  city  resders  at  least  are 
familiar.  Mr.  E.  has  illustrated  his  paper  by  two  woodcuts,  showing  the  course 
which  the  probang  takes  when  supposed  to  be  passed  into  the  larynx,  and  the 
extraordinary  curves  into  which  the  handle  of  the  instrument  is  thrown  when 
forcibly  pressed  into  the  larynx  of  a  dead  subject 

The  December  Number  of  the  Peninsular  J<mrnal  of  Medicine  contains  a 
short  abstract  of  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  question, 
**  Is  the  local  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  the  air-passages,  which  are  situated 
below  the  trachea,  by  cauterization,  or  any  other  mode  of  applying  medioines 
directly  to  the  parts  affected,  practicable  V  The  committee  divided  the  ques- 
tion into  two  parts— the  first  of  which  was,  '*  Is  the  operation  of  cauterization 
of  the  air-passages,  situated  below  the  trachea,  practicable  I — ^if  so,  is  it  jadi« 
^  dons  praetioe  T  and  ^  are  of  the  opinion,  after  due  examination  of  the  whole 
sulject,  that  the  operation  had  not  suflGleient  rational  principles  to  recommend 
it;  and,  indeed,  were  such  the  case,  the  violence  of  the  symptoms  attending 
it,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  result,  are,  of  themselves,  entirely  sufficient  to 
deter  any  judicious  man  from  their  employment'*  One  member  thought  that 
he  had  passed  the  probang  into  the  trachea,  and  that  he  could  do  so  once  out 
of  every  two  trials.  Another  formerly  thought  the  topical  application  of 
remedies  to  parts  within  the  trachea,  both  practicable  and  beneficial ;  bat  he 
had  now  nearly  abandoned  that  idea,  and  had  not  made  the  attempt  of  late. 
Dr.  Brodie,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Journal,  adds,  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee embodies  his  views  precisely,  so  far  as  it  refers  to  the  cauterization  of 
the  bronchial  tubes. 
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N,  Y,  College  (if  Physicians  and  8urgeons, — ^The  new  building  of  this,  our 
oldest  Medical  Institation,  recently  erected  at  the  comer  of  Fourth  Avenae 
and  Twenty-third  street,  was  inaugnrated  on  the  evening  of  the  22d  nit.  A 
large  audience  assembled  on  the  occasion,  filling,  to  overflowing,  one  of  the 
fine  large  lectnre-rooms  of  the  College,  and  listened,  with  great  satisfaction, 
to  an  interesting  address  delivered  by  Dr.  E.  Delafield,  Emeritus  Professor  of 
Obstetrics  of  the  institution. 

The  exercises  were  opened  by  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Vermilye ;  after  which  Dr. 
Thos.  Cock,  the  Vice-President  of  the  College,  with  a  few  remarks  introduced 
the  Orator  of  the  evening.  Dr.  Delafield  congratulated  the  College  on  having 
at  length  found  a  home  worthy  of  itself,  and  then  proceeded  to  give  a  sketch 
of  its  history  from  its  foundation  to  the  present  time,  describing  the  changes 
through  which  it  had  passed,  and  the  trials  which  it  had  been  called  upon  to 
encounter,  embracing  in  his  sketch  an  account  of  the  difierent  institutions  for 
medical  improvement  which  had  existed  during  its  career,  and  with  some  of 
which  it  had  been  called  upon  to  contend  as  rivals.  In  the  course  ofhia 
remarks  he  paid  a  passuig  tribute  to  Dr.  Post,  formerly  Professor  of  Surgery, 
a  highly  successful  practitioner  of  medicme,  as  well  as  skillful  surgeon,  and  as 
the  first  who  tied  the  carotid  artery  in  this  country.  He  also  spoke  in  terms 
of  eulogy  of  Dr.  Hosaok,  an  associate  of  Dr.  Post  The  last  thirty  years  of 
the  history  of  the  College,  he  remarked,  have  been  years  of  harmony,  and  of 
quiet  labor  and  successful  effort,  only  disturbed  by  the  hand  of  death,  in  the  re- 
moval of  Professors  Dana,  Beck,  and  Bartlett ;  who  received  appropriate  notice. 

He'also  alluded  to  the  great  improvements  which  have  taken  place  m  the 
practice  of  medicine  since  he  first  entered  upon  its  study,  and  paid  a  handsome 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  his  preceptor,  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Borrowe,  of  this 
city,  an  eminently  successful  practitioner,  who  was  in  advance  of  his  age,  and 
anticipated  many  of  the  improvements  which  have  been  made  in  practice. 

Dr.  D.  then  spoke  of  the  advantages  presented  by  New  York  to  the 
medical  student^ — advantages  the  extent  of  which  even  very  many  in  our  midst 
can  hardly  appreciate.  Our  different  hospitals  and  public  medical  institutions 
afford  an  amount  of  material  equaled  by  no  other  place  in  our  country.  He 
spoke  in  the  kindest  terms  of  the  sister  institutions  in  our  city,  and  wished 
prosperity  to  them  all.  So  long  as  only  honorable  rivalry  exists,  the  cause  of 
medical  science  will  be  promoted,  and  all  will  be  benefited  by  their  labors. 

Dr.  £.  closed  his  address  with  a  welcome  to  the  students  who  are  to  pursue 
their  studies  in  the  new  building,  and  spoke  words  of  encouragement  to  them 
in  view  of  the  honors  and  rewards  of  the  profession  of  theur  adoption. 

After  a  benediction  by  Dr.  Vermilye,  the  company  dispersed  through  the 
diflforent  paits  of  the  building,  examining  and  admiring  the  arrangements  and 
finish  of  the  whole.  The  anatomical  room  is  the  best  of  the  kind,  for  this 
purpose,  with  which  we  are  acquainted.  The  room  for  dissections  is  also 
remarkably  well  arranged,  and  seems  to  be  complete  in  every  respect. 


174  Bibliographical  Notices.  [Feb., 

The  ngaUr  leetares  of  the  GoiirM»  were  commeiiMd  there  <mi  the  follow- 
iDg  moming.  The  ooceaion  wte  one  which  Afforded  nmch  gratificatioii  to  the 
Qumeroaa  friends  of  this  deservedly  proeperons  inetitntion* 
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History  of  Medicine  from  its  Origin  to  the  Nineteenth  Century,  With 
an  Appendix  containing  a  Philosopbical  and  Historical  Review  of 
Medicine  to  the  present  time.  By  P.  V.  Renouard,  M.  D.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French  by  Corneliu8  M.  Comegts,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of 
Instit  of  Med.,  Miami  Med.  College.  Cincinnati :  Moore,  Wilstach, 
Keys  k  Co.,  1856,  pp.  719. 

Dr.  Rskouard  has  furnished  us  in  this  work  with  an  interesting  and 
well-written  sketch  of  the  progress  of  Medicine  from  the  first  traoes  of  its 
existenoe  as  an  art  to  the  present  time,  and  has  given  us,  within  moder- 
ate limits  what  we  should  have  to  search  for  in  extended  and  elaborate 
works  on  the  subject  It  will  be  found  worthy  of  careful  perusal,  and 
will  afford  ready  arguments  for  the  veftitation  of  many  of  those  unfounded 
chaises  toe  often  made  against  our  profession.  As  Dr.  K  remarks, 
"  Those  who  deny  the  progress  of  medicine  have  never  seriously  studied 
its  history." 

He  divides  the  ages  and  periods  of  the  history  of  medicine  into  Ihree : 
1.  Thk  Aoe  of  Foundation  ;  2.  The  Age  of  Transition  ;  3.  The 
AoE  or  Renovation.  The  first  of  these  he  subdivides  into  four  periods. 
1.  Ths  Primitive  Period^  or  that  of  instinct,  ending  with  the  destruction 
of  Troy,  1184  years  before  Christ;  2.  Tke  Sacred^  or  Mystic  Period^ 
ending  at  the  dispersion  of  the  Pythagorean  society,  500  years  before 
Christ;  8.  The  Philosophic  Period^  ending  at  the  foundation  of  the 
Alexandrian  Ubrary,  320  years  before  Chnst ;  and  4.  Ths  Anatomic 
Period^  ending  at  the  death  of  Galen,  A.  D.  200.  Of  the  age  of  transi- 
tion he  makes  two  periods,  1.  The  Greek  Period^  ending  at  the  burning 
of  the  Alexandrian  library,  A.  D.  640  ;  2.  The  Arabic  Period^  ending  at 
the  revival  of  letters,  A.  D.  1400 ;  and  of  the  third  age  also  two  periods, 
1.  7%«  Erudite  Period^  comprising  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries ; 
and  2.  The  Reform  Period^  comprising  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth 
centuries. 

In  a  professional  riew,  says  Dr.  R.,  the  history  of  medicine  has  offered 
four  distinct  phases : — 

firsts  a  patriarchal  phase,  which  corresponds  to  the  origin  of  society, 
to  an  epoch  when  the  chief  of  a  family  united  in  himself  all  power,  and 
was  the  depository  of  all  traditions. 

Second,  a  sacerdotal  phase,  which  reigned  long  in  Egypt,  and  flour- 
ished in  Greece  from  the  Trojan  war  to  Hippocrates,  and  which  reap- 
peared in  Europe  during  the  middle  ages. 
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Thirds  an  unlkented  la^  phase,  Um  worst  of  all,  in  ngard  to  the  dig- 
nity and  morality  of  the  profession. 

Foarth,  a  licensed^  or  organized  lay  phase,  the  most  perfect  of  all 
hQOwn  professional  forms,  the  most  appropriate  to  the  present  state  of 
Europe,  and  the  most  favorable  to  the  progress  of  science  and  art 

llie  last,  or  the  Reform  period^  only  extends  to  the  end  of  the 
eighteenth  century  leaving  unwritten  the  history  of  that  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century  which  naa  already  passed,  reasons  for  which  our 
author  gives,  at  the  same  Ume  that  he  has  added  an  appendix  extending 
over  more  than  a  hundred  pages,  in  which  he  discusses  the  theories,  dis- 
coyeries,  and  improvements  that  have  marked  these  latter  days. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  translator,  Dr.  Gomegys,  for  extending  the 
usefiilneBS  of  the  work  of  Dr.  R.,  by  brindng  it  within  the  reach  of  so 
many  more  readers  than  it  could  have  had  in  its  original  form,  which 
he  has  done  satisfactorily,  but  without  any  notes  or  additions  to  the 
text.  We  cannot  but  regret,  however,  as  mentioned  in  a  former  num« 
ber  of  our  journal,  that  the  translation  carefully  made  some  time  ago  by 
one  of  our  own  practitioners,  every  way  qualified  for  the  task,  and  which 
he  had  enriched  by  researches  of  his  own,  did  not  meet  with  a  publisher 
disposed  to  give  it  to  the  world.  Perhaps,  however,  the  interest  excited 
by  the  present  undertaking  ma^  warrant  the  enterprise  of  presenting  the 
pr^^ession  with  the  results  of  his  labors,  with  advantage  to  both  trans- 
lators. 

An  Introduction  to  Practical  Pharmacy.  Designed  as  a  text-book  for 
the  student,  and  as  a  guide  to  the  physician  and  pharmaceutist* 
With  many  formulas  and  prescriptions,  by  Edward  Parrish,  Grad^ 
uate  in  Pharmacy ;  Memb.  of  I^ila.  Coll.  Pharm.,  and  of  American 
'Pharmac.  Associat,  and  Principal  of  School  of  Pract.  Pharm.,  Phil. 
With  two  hundred  and  forty-three  illustrations.  Philadelphia: 
Blanchard  <fe  Lea.     1856,  544  pp. 

This  work  is  by  a  practical  pharmaceutist,  and  bears  internal  evidence 
that  the  author,  as  a  teacher  of  pharmacy,  is  both  acquainted  with  the 
wants  of  the  student  of  this  branch,  and  competent  to  supply  them.  As 
an  elementary  work,  it  is  judicious  in  its  arrangement,  accurate  in  its 
details,  and  at  the  same  time  sufficiently  comprehensive  in  its  character 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  intended,  and  will  be  found  useful  to  nu- 
merous practitioners  to  whom  pharmacy  is  necessarily  a  collateral  pur- 
suit, and  to  students  under  their  charge.  It  will  also  be  found  valuable 
for  that  class,  and  we  are  glad  to  find  that  its  numbers  are  yearly  increas- 
ing, who  are  pursuing  pharmacy  as  a  profession,  and  who,  by  their  ac- 
qmrements  and  high  standing,  not  only  elevate  this  occupation,  but  ma- 
terially aid  the  practitioner  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  at  the 
same  time  protect  the  public  against  the  dangers  which  arise  from  igno- 
rance in  a  pursuit  in  which  life  is  so  apt  to  be  the  forfeit  of  ignorance. 

The  work  consists  of  five  parts,  the  first  of  which  is  <^  a  preliminary 
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character,  embracing  metrology,  including  weights  and  measoree,  and 
specific  gravity.  Part  IL  is  occupied  with  Galenial  Pharmacy:  the 
mode  of  preparing  the  various  classes  of  permanent  vegetable  prepara- 
tions ;  the  several  processes  of  pulverizalion,  solution,  maceration,  displace- 
ment, evaporation,  and  distillation,  d;c.  Part  III.  is  devoted  to  the 
classification  of  plants,  embracing  almost  all  the  leading  articles  of  the 
materia  medica,  arranged  on  thel>asis  of  chemical  composition.  In  Part 
y.,  the  essential  facts  in  regard  to  the  inorganic  medicines  are  briefly 
stated,  and  shown  also  in  syllabi.  Part  V.  contains  practical  directions 
for  prescribing,  selecting,  combining,  dispensing  medicines,  illustrated  by 
numerous  formulas  variously  written.  The  work  is  well  printed  and  fuUy 
illustrated  by  numerous  well-executed  woodcuts,  and  contains  a  great 
deal  of  practical  matter  which  will  be  found  valuable  to  the  practitioner 
of  medicine  as  well  as  more  especially  to  the  professed  pharmaceutist 

The  Book  of  Prueriptions.  Containing  2900  prescriptions,  collectsd 
from  the  practice  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  and  surgeons,  En- 
glish and  Foreign :  Comprising  also,  a  compendious  history  of  the 
materia  medica  of  all  countries,  alphabetically  arranged ;  and  lists 
of  the  doses  of  all  officinal  or  established  preparations.  By  Hxhrt 
BxASLBr.    Philadelphia:   Lindsay  d;  Blakiston,  185S,  pp.  869. 

Mr.  Beasley  is  well  known  by  his  labors  in  the  way  of  formularies 
and  receipt  books ;  and  in  his  present  work,  by  means  of  judicious  ar- 
rangement, and  the  use  of  small  type,  has  condensed  into  a  moderate 
compass  a  lar^  amount  of  useful  matter.  Though  not  ourselves  in  fa- 
vor of  ^*  prescnption  books,''  as  a  general  rule,  and  of  collections  of  fpr- 
mulas,  the  value  of  which  often  consists  not  so  much  perhaps  in  the 
sjMcial  combination  of  certain  articles,  as  in  their  adaptedness  to  par- 
ticular cases  in  which  the  judgment  of  the  individual  practitioner 
directed  their  use ;  still,  every  practitioner  is  aware,  from  his  own  expe- 
rience, of  the  convenience  of  naving  at  hand  a  work  to  which  he  can 
refer  for  combinations  of  articles  of  established  therapeutic  powers,  es- 
pecially when  they  derive  additional  value  from  the  names  of  those  who 
nave  used  them ;  and  such  a  book  is  here  furnished  us. 

The  medicines  are  arranged  alphabetically,  and  a  short  description 
given  of  each,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it  may  be  best  administered, 
or  combined  with  other  medicines  in  the  treatment  of  various  diseases, 
with  a  list  of  the  doses  in  which  its  several  preparations  may  be 
prescribed.  Among  such  a  mass  of  prescriptions,  it  is  probably  safe 
to  say  that  at  least  one  half  are  worthless,  and  that  but  a  very  small 
proportion  of  them  is  likely  to  be  used  again.  The  authority  for  each 
is  given,  however,  so  that  we  are  enabled  to  judge  to  some  extent  of  the 
tact  of  different  men  of  high  standing  in  the  profession  in  prescribing 
and  combining  many  of  the  drugs  in  most  common  use.  The  writer 
has  certainly  been  industrious  in  making  such  an  extensive  collection, 
for  which  he  has  examined  a  large  number  of  standard  works  on  medi- 
cine, surgery,  and  midwifery ;  and  it  would  be  surprising  if  they  did  not 
possess  different  degrees  of  merit. 
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The  PraeHH<mer*8  Pharmaeopcgia  and  Universal  Formulary.  Contain- 
ing 2000  classified  prescriptions,  selected  from  the  practice  of  the 
most  eminent  British  and  foreign  medical  authorities.  With  an  ah- 
stract  of  the  three  British  PharmacopoBias,  and  much  other  useful  in- 
formation for  the  practitioner  and  student.  By  John  Foots,  M.  B. 
0.  S.,  London  :  with  corrections  and  additions  by  an  American  Phy- 
sician. New  York :  S.  S.  and  W.  Wood,  261  Pearl  street  1865^ 
pp.  390. 

This  work  is  of  the  same  general  nature  as  the  one  just  noticed ;  but 
of  a  much  more  scientific  character.  It  is  the  production  of  a  practi- 
tioner of  upwards  of  twenty  years'  standing,  who  has  devoted  his  leisure 
for  several  years  to  the  collection  from  various  sources,  of  prescriptions 
which  he  thought  wpuld  be  of  value  to  the  profession,  most  of  which  are 
authentacated  by  the  attachment  of  the  author's  name.  He  has  arranged 
them  according  to  their  physiological  and  pathological  action  on  the 
system,  instead  of  adopting  the  alphabetical  arrangement,  as  was  done 
by  Mr.  Beasley,  a  plan  more  proper,  and  more  convenient  to  the  practi- 
tioner. 

Preceding  the  prescriptions,  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  symptoms  and 
treatment  of  certain  accidents  to  which  the  human  frame  is  liable,  and  of 
the  management  of  cases  of  poisoning ;  also  a  notice  of  artificial  mineral 
waters,  an  abstract  of  the  three  (Dublin,  London,  and  Edinburg)  pharma- 
copoeias, and  an  abstract  of  Magendie's  Formulary.  A  short  description 
is  given  of  each  class  of  remedies,  and  a  list  of  the  principal  articles  be- 
longing to  it ;  and  many  of  the  formulas  are  accompanied  with  explana- 
tory remarks,  which  add  much  to  their  value. 

The  American  editor,  who  has  not  given  his  name,  but  whom  we  know 
to  be  abundantly  qualified  for  the  task  he  has  assumed,  has  confined  him- 
self to  the  correction  of  errors  in  the  English  edition,  to  the  introduc- 
tion, to  some  extent,  of  the  nomenclature  and  preparations  of  the  U.  S. 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  to  the  addition  of  various  formulaa  which  hie  expe- 
rience has  proved  to  be  highly  valuable ;  and  we  doubt  not  that  the 
work,  in  its  present  shape,  will  realize  the  hope  expressed  by  him,  that 
not  only  the  suggestions  which  it  contains  as  to  the  remedies  to  be  used 
in  the  treatment  of  disease,  but  the  formulas  by  the  use  of  which  those 
suggestions  may  be  carried  out,  will  render  it  useful  to  a  large  circle 
of  practitioners  of  medicine, — ^and  therefore  recommend  it  as  the  best 
work  of  the  kind  with  which  we  are  acquainted. 

On  Bandaging  and  other  operations  of  Minor  Surgery,  By  F.  W.  Sar- 
OKNT,  M.  D.,  Member  of  Coll.  Physic,  of  Phila. ;  one  of  the  Surgeons 
to  Wills'  Hospital,  Ac,  &c  New  edition,  revised  and  enlarged.  With 
one  hundred  and  eighty-one  illustrations.  Philadelphia :  Blanchard 
k  Lea,  1856,  pp.  359. 

Dr.  Sargent  has  well  succeeded  in  the  object  which  he  had  in  view, 
that  of  presenting  to  the  younger  surgeon,  and  to  the  medical  student^ 
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instruction  in  the  art  of  bandaging,  and  in  some  other  points  of  impor- 
tance in  the  practice  of  surgery.  The  favor  which  the  first  edition  of  his 
work  met  with,  has  led  him  to  render  the  present  one  still  more  worthy 
of  confidence.  The  necessity  of  the  information  which  it  contains,  is  ac- 
knowledged by  all.  Dr.  8.  treats  first  of  the  '•implements"  with  which 
the  ordinary  dnties  of  the  surgeon  are  performed ;  next  of  bandages  and 
their  application ;  then  of  the  bandages  and  apparatus  used  in  the  treat- 
ment of  fractures ;  then  of  the  mechanical  means  employed  in  the  treat- 
ment of  dislocations;  and,  lastly,  details  at  length  the  methoda  of 
performing  the  different  operations  of  bleeding,  modes  of  producing  coun- 
ter-irritation, methods  of  arre^Ung  hsemorrhage,  closure  of  wounds,  intro- 
duction of  catheter,  <kc.  Some  remarks  on  the  use  of  anesthetics  in 
operations,  and  a  few  formulsB,  close  the  volume.  The  illustrationa  aie 
aoundant  and  distinct ;  and  the  work  is  one  which  ^ill  be  valued^  by  the 
more  advanced  practitioner,  as  well  as  by  those  for  whose  use  it  is  more 
particularly  intended. 

IlaUria  MtdiccL,  or  Pharmacology  and  Therapeutics.  By  WiljlumTul- 
LT,  M.  D.  VoL  1.  No.  13, 1853,  Springfield,  Mass.,  Published  by  Jef- 
ferson Church,  M.  D.  1855. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  publication  of  the  Materia  Medica  of 
Dr.  Tttlly  is  resunsed,  and  regret  tnat  the  non-payment  of  their  does  by 
%  large  proportion  of  the  subscriber  oontributed  at  all  to  the  delay  that 
has  ooo«rred.  The  publisher  has  now  on  hand  copy  for  six  more  num- 
berS)  and  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  the  regular  issue  of  the  remam- 
ing  numbers  of  the  1st  volume  monthly.  We  trust  that  the  work  will  in 
future  proceed  without  interruption. 


Citratta  ftm  %tmu\s. 


American. — Oun-ghot  wound,  singular  escape  of  the  brain. — Dr. 
Bethune  reported  the  following  case  to  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical 
Improvement.  A  young  man,  under  the  influence  of  severe  disappoint- 
ment, put  a  pistol  to  his  right  temple,  intending  to  kill  himself,  six  davs 
before  Dr.  B*s.  visit  The  ball,  however,  instead  of  passing  through  the 
brain,  carried  away  the  right  eye-ball ;  then,  going  behind  the  upper 
part  of  the  nose,  passed  out  of  the  left  orbit,  carrying  away  about  one- 
third  of  the  left  eye.  The  symptoms  have  never  been  severe ;  some  col- 
lapse for  a  day  or  two  was  followed  by  sufficient  reaction,  the  globes  are 
suppurating  favorably,  and  there  is  every  probability  of  his  recovery. — 
Boston  M.  and  S.  Journal. 

Tetanus. — ^Dr«  Stillwell,  of  the  eastern  end  of  Long  Island,  has  oom- 
mumcated  to  the  Boston  M.  and  8.  Journal  seven  cases  of  tetaads,  four 
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of  which  were  traumatic  and  three  idiopathic :  one  only  died.  The 
chances  of  Biiccessful  treatment  he  conceives  to  consist  in  powerful  seda- 
tive applications  to  the  wound,  such  as  tobacco  and  opium.  He  also 
applies  to  the  spine  turpentine  and  laudanum,  or  chloroform,  and  in 
some  cases  gives  drachm  doses  of  turpentine,  frequently  combiiiued  with 
laudanum. 

Resection  of  Superior  Maxillary  Bones, — Dr.  Schuppert,  of  New 
Orleans,  in  August  last,  successfully  performed  this  formidable  operation. 
The  subject  of  it  was  a  tailor,  d?  years  of  age,  who,  for  more  than  two 
Tears  had  suffered  from  extensive  disease  of  both  superior  maxillary 
bones.  He  had  been  subjected  to  a  variety  of  treatment,  chiefly  at  the 
hands  of  charlatans,  without  receiving  the  slightest  benefit ;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  became  much  worse,  and  finally  was  seen  by  Dr.  S.  The  re- 
moval of  the  bones  by  operation  affording  the  only  chance  of  a  cure, 
Dr.  S.  had  the  patient  sent  to  the  Charity  Hospital,  and  on  the  15th 
August  last,  took  away  the  entire  diseased  mass.  No  untoward  symp- 
toms  followed ;  and  on  the  tenth  day  he  was  sent  out  of  the  HoepitaL 
At  the  Mid  of  four  weeks  he  was  able  to  attend  to  his  daily  labon.r^ 
N.  0.  Med,  Newe^  and  Hoep.  GazetU. 

FoBEioir.  Functione  of  ike  Spinal  Cord, — ^Experiments  made  by 
Dr.  Brown-S6qiiard  during  the  past  summer,  and  presented  to  the  Biolo- 
^cal  Society  of  Paris, — a  report  upon  which  has  been  made  by  a  commis- 
sion appointed  for  the  purpose, — ^threaten  to  overthrow  the  present  received 
notions  of  the  functions  of  the  spiaal  cord,  as  they  are  taught  in  our 
books.  One  experiment  made  in  July  last,  according  to  M.  Broca,  the 
reporter  of  the  commission,  establishes  beyond  doubt  the  followiu]^ 
points :  1.  That  the  laying  bare  of  the  dura  mater,  and  of  the  spinal  cora 
itself,  leaves  ^e  sensibility  and  motion  of  the  posterior  column  unaffected ; 
2.  That  this  sensibility  persists  even  after  the  section  of  the  posterior 
columns,  called  the  sensitive  columns,  of  the  sjunal  marrow,  and  that,  con- 
sequently, these  columns  are  not  indispensabfe  to  the  transmission  of  sen- 
sitive impressions ;  3.  That,  far  from  abolishing  the  sensibility,  the  sec- 
tion of  these  pretended  sensitive  columns  is  accompanied  by  a  hyper^ 
sesthesia  of  the  lower  extremities;  4.  That  after  such  a  section,  the 
caudal  extremity  of  the  spinal  cord  is  more  sensitive  than  the  cephalic, 
which  reverses  all  of  our  present  knowledge  of  the  direction  of  nervous 
currents;  5.  Finally,  the  gray  portion  of  the  cord  is  itself  insensible. — 
L'Ab.  Mid,,  Sept.  5,  1865. 

Pathology  of  Diabetes.— Id.  Andral  stated  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  (Paris)  in  July  last,  that  in  five  cases  of  diabetes 
which  he  had  examined  after  death,  since  the  publication  of  the  researches 
of  M.  Bernard,  he  had  uniformly  met  with  one  alteration.  He  had  found 
in  each  instance  all  the  anatomical  characters  of  a  ver^  intense  hyper- 
semia^d  different  in  its  aspect  from  ordinary  hyperemia  of  that  organ. 
The/^lue  of  the  liver  of  the  diabetic  patient,  is  everywhere  gorged 
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witli  a  large  quantitj  of  blood.  M.  Andral  regards  this  as  being  at  the 
same  time,  a  change  peculiar  to  diabetes,  and  a  proof  of  the  sugar- 
fonning  function  of  the  liver. 

Ccenur  of  the  Face. — ^In  a  paper  by  Dr.  Chapel,  recently  read  before 
the  French  Academy  of  Medicine,  on  the  comparative  value  of  caustics 
and  the  knife  in  removing  cancerous  affections  of  the  &ce,  he  comes  to 
the  following  conclusions,  as  the  result  of  his  own  clinical  observations, 
and  of  cases  recorded  by  others :  1.  That  caustics  ought  to  be  rejected 
from  the  surgical  treatment  of  cancroid  affections;  2.  That  the  mife  is 
in  every  respect  preferable  for  their  removal ;  8.  That  they  should  be  re- 
moved as  soon  as  their  nature  is  recognized,  and  care  taken  to  remove 
every  part  to  which  the  disease  may  have  extended ;  4.  That  if  after 
their  removal,  there  is  any  return  of  the  disease,  either  on  the  surface  or 
in  the  neighboring  glands,  the  affected  part  should  be  immediately 
remoyed.^L' Abeille  Mid^  Sept.  5,  1855. 

Ntw  UH  of  Outta-pereha, — ^M.  Manoury,  of  Cbartree,  has  announced 
some  new  preparations  of  ^tta-percha  which  promise  valuable  practical 
results,  consisting  of  the  intimate  mixture  of  different  forms  of  caustic 
with  that  article,  such  as  chloride  of  zinc,  potassa,  arBcnio,  Ac^  dec,  of 
which  there  are  three  kinds.  1.  Firm  caustic  plates,  which  are  tenacious, 
and  unchanged  by  the  tissues,  and  which  can  be  cut  into  any  shape 
that  may  be  desired ;  2,  Cylinders  which  can  be  carried  in  a  porte-caus- 
tique,  and  which  can  take  the  place  of  sticks  of  nitrate  of  silver ;  3. 
Threads  for  the  purpose  of  removing  certain  tumors  by  strangulation 
and  cauterization  at  the  same  time.  He  also  combines  gutta-percha 
with  metallic  powders,  such  as  those  of  iron,  copper,  red  sulphuret 
of  mercury,  iodide  of  lead,  kc.  Thin  plates  of  this  preparation  are  soft- 
ened by  boiling  water  or  by  gentie  heat,  and  applied  upon  ulcerated 
surfaces,  hospital  gangrene,  dec  Cancerous  tumors  have  been  success- 
fully removed  by  the  threads  of  gutta-percha  and  chloride  of  zinc* 

Cod-Liver  Oil  Chocolate. — ^Numerous  attempts  have  been  made  to 
disffuise  the  nauseous  taste  of  cod-liver  oil,  and  to  render  it  more  accep- 
table to  delicate  stomachs.  The  chocolate  it  is  said,  is  likely  to  remove 
the  objections  heretofore  urged  against  its  use.  It  is  odorized  with  cin- 
namon, bitter  almonds,  peppermint,  d^o.,  so  as  to  give  it  an  agreeable  fla- 
vor, and  to  cover  perfectly  the  fishv  taste  of  the  oil.  The  prepared  oil 
chocolate,  it  is  stated,  agrees  well  with  even  the  most  delicate  stomachs, 
and  is  eminently  adapt^  to>all  diseases  of  a  debilitating  character. 

Croup  treated  by  the  Actual  Cautery, — ^Dr.  Valentin  writes  to  V  Un- 
ion Medtchle^  that  in  an  epidemic  in  whidi  the  fiiuces  were  covered  with  a 
thick  grayish  exudation,  the  actual  cautery  had  been  applied,  and  in 
most  cases  with  success.  The  treatment  having  been  submitted  to  com- 
missioners to  examine  and  report  upon,  one  of  them  uses  this  language : 
^  Cauterizations  should  be  fearlessly  used,  as  patients  dread  them  much 
less  that  might  be  expected.  I  hardly  think  there  exists  a  more  effica- 
cious agent  than  the  hot  iron  :  it  causes  not  much  pain,  but  littie  reac- 
tion ensues,  and  the  patient  is  well  in  from  three  to  five  days." 
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Dislocations  of  the  Hip, — ^The  method  of  reducing  dislocations  of 
the  hip  by  manipulation  alone,  seems  to  be  very  generally  adopted  in 
the  London  hospitals,  as  well  as  in  those  of  our  own  country ;  and 
Messrs.  Birkett  h  Cocks,  of  Guy's,  report  several  successful  cases ;  and  Dr. 
Cabot,  of  Boston,  also  mentions  one.  Dr.  C.  gives  the  following  direc- 
tions :  Flex  the  leg  upon  the  thigh,  then  bring  the  knee  against  the 
sternum ;  grasping  firmly  the  knee  and  trochanter  (the  foot  being  stea- 
died by  an  assistant),  carry  the  knee  outwards,  when  the  bone  slips  into 
its  place.  This  method  was  first  invented  and  employed  by  Dr.  Nathan 
Smith,  of  New  Haven,  Conn^  many  years  ago. 

Return  of  the  Secretion  of  Milk  after  Weaning. — M.  Gubler,  Chef  de 
Ctinique  of  the  Faculty  of  Paris,  has  published  four  cases  in  the  Gazette 
dee  HdpitauXy  which  show  that  milk  may  return  to  the  breasts  after  a 
longer  period  when  a  child  has  been  weaned,  than  is  generally  supposed. 
Three  occurred  in  the  Necker  Hospital,  under  the  care  of  M.  Trousseau. 
The  milk  returned  in  the  first  case  after  a  suspension  of  nursing  for  two 
months;  in  the  second,  after  one  month ;  and  in  the  third,  after  four 
months  had  elapsed.  In  a  fourth  case,  in  the  city,  the  secretion  re- 
turned after  a  discontinuance  of  nursing  for  two  months.  In  the  first 
three  cases,  the  children  returned  to  the  breasts  without  any  trouble ;  in 
the  fourth  case,  the  child  showed  aversion  to  it  for  two  days ;  but  all 
other  food  was  refused,  and  it  yielded.  In  one  of  the  cases,  the  menses 
had  returned  a  few  days  before.  These  fiicts  should  afford  encourage- 
ment in  cases  when  the  child  is  suffering  from  want  of  its  natural  food, 
and  a  wet  nurse  cannot  be  obtained ;  or,  when  there  is  great  anxiety  on 
the  part  of  the  mother  to  have  the  child  restored  to  the  breast. 

Transmission  of  Secondary  Syphilis. — At  a  recent  discussion  in  the 
French  Academy  of  Medicine  on  tiiiis  subject,  M.  Velpeau  stated  that  he 
did  not  hesitate  to  maintain  that  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  manifestations  of 
secondary  syphilis  are  contagious.  He  founds  his  belief  of  this  upon  the 
long-standing  opinion  on  this  subject,  the  general  consent  of  physicians 
to  its  truth,  and  the  daily  experience  of  the  profession,  as  well  as  clinical 
observations,  the  fact  of  its  hereditary  transmissibility,  and  the  results  of 
inoculation  itself. 

The  Seton  before  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Paris. — A  very  hot 
discussion  has  just  been  closed  before  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Paris, 
on  the  use  of  the  seton ;  and  a  freat  many  instructive  facts,  both  in 
ancient  and  modern  medicine,  connected  with  that  powerful  derivative, 
were  brought  to  light,  both  by  M.  Bouvier,  the  author  of  the  paper  and 
advocate  of  the  practice,  and  M.  Malgaigne,  the  caustic  and  epigramma- 
tic decrier  of  the  seton.  There  can  be  hardly  any  doubt  but  that  the 
latter  eminent  surgeon  went  too  far  with  his  condemnation,  and  that  the 
timely  use  of  the  seton,  especially  in  chronic  ophthalmic  cases,  will  con- 
tinue in  favor  with  the  great  majority  of  practitioners.  M.  Bouvier  em- 
ploys little  cords  of  No.  1  bougies,  and  covered  with  a  waterproof  com- 
position, instead  of  the  skein  or  tape. — London  Lancet. 
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DoMBSTic. — College  of  PhysidaTut  and  Surgeons. — The  new  bnildingf  of 
the  Coliece  of  Physiciann  and  Surgeons,  at  the'comer  of  Fourth  Avenae  aod 
Twenty-Uiird  street,  was  inaugurated  on  the  23d  inst  The  opening  addreaa 
waa  delivered  by  Dr.  K.  Delalield,  Kmeritua  Profeaaor  of  Obatetrica  in  the 
inntitution.  % 

Netc  York  Hospital — During  the  past  year,  the  whole  number  of  patients 
under  treatment  amounted  to  3,013.  ()n  the  first  of  January,  1855,  the  wards 
contained  360  patients ;  during  the  year  there  were  admitted  3,753.  Dis- 
charged, including  deaths,  3,787.    Remaining,  Dec.  31,  326. 

State  Emtgrant  Hospital^  Ward's  Island, — Whole  number  of  cases  treat- 
ed during  the  year,  3^17 ;  cured  and  diftchaiged,  3,120 ;  deaths,  64.  The  de- 
partment remained  entirely  free  from  epidemie  diseases  during  the  year. 

Brooklyn  City  Hosfnial.^li  is  stated  that  the  late  Capt  Hebaid  be> 
queathed  to  this  excellent  institution  the  liberal  sum  of  twenty  thonaand 
dollars. 

Mortality  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn  in  1856.— iVeio  yorfc— The  total 
mortality  in  the  city  of  New  York  during  the  year  1855,  was  22,179,  which  is 
6,389  less  than  in  1854,  notwithstanding  the  supposed  increase  of  population. 
The  total  mortality  of  1854  was  28,568,  of  which  number  2,509  died  of  chol- 
era, which  prevailed  here  more  or  less  from  June  to  November.  There  has 
been  a  remarkable  exemption  from  all  epidemic  diseases  during  the  past  ymt. 
More  than  half  the  deaths  occurred  among  those  under  Jive  years  of  age,  whieh 
class  comprehends  a  little  less  than  one  seventh  of  the  whole  population ;  while 
in  the  class  from  6  to  20  years,  which  embraces  more  than  one  fourth  of  the 
eutire  population,  there  were  only  1,545  deaths,  being  one  death  in  109  in- 
dividuals. The  deaths  in  the  class  from  20  to  40  wore  one  in  70 ;  in  those 
over  40,  one  in  39.  In  1854,  the  weekly  average  of  deaths  was  547;  in  1856, 
it  was  426.    The  population  of  the  city  is  probably  about  650,000. 

Brocklyji. — The  total  mortality  in  Brooklyn  during  the  year  1855,  was 
3,893,  of  which  number  2,031  were  males,  and  1,862  females.  Of  this  num- 
ber, 424  died  of  consumption,  177  of  pneumonia,  154  of  croup,  286  of  cholera 
infantum,  239  of  scarlet  fever,  48  of  measles,  9  of  small  pox,  and  61  of  typhus 
and  typhoid  fevers. 

Suit  for  irrfringement  of  Copvright. — ^Dr.  Reese,  author  of  the  Medical 
Lexicon  of  Modem  TermiTiolagy,  has  obtained  an  injunction  against  Dr.  C.  H. 
Cleaveland  as  author,  and  Longley  &  Brother  as  publishers,  of  the  Pro- 
nouncing Medical  Lexicon,  lately  issued  in  Cincinnati,  for  infringement  of 
his  copy-right,  and  has  also  commenced  suit  for  damages. 

Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Insane. — Dr.  E.  H.  Van  Deusen,  formerly  Resi- 
dent Physician  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  was  appointed  Medical  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  in  October  last.  Dr.  Van  D.  has  been  connected  with  the  Stale 
Asylum  in  Utica  since  he  left  the  Hospital,  and  C4irrics  with  him  a  well-earned 
reputation  and  kind  wishes  from  both  institutions. 

Children's  Hospital  of  Philadelphia. — An  institution  for  the  reception  of  a 
limited  number  of  sick  children,  between  the  ages  of  2  and  8  years,  lias 
lately  been  opc».ned  in  our  sister  city ;  its  medical  staff  consisting  of  several  of 
the  most  prominent  members  of  the  profession.  A  similar  establishment  was 
projected  in  this  city  many  months  since,  and  partially  organized ;  but  as  yet, 
we  believe  it  has  not  gone  into  operation. 
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Protestant  Efogfntal,  New  Orleans, — Mr.  John  D.  Fink,  a  wealthy  oldbaph- 
elor  m  New  Orleans,  recently  deceased,  has  left  nearly  the  whole  of  his  large 
fortune  of  $600,000  for  the  erection  of  an  Asylum  in  that  city  for  Protestant 
widows,  to  be  called  the  ^  Fink  Asylum." 

Biographies  of  Living  Men, — ^The  January  No.  of  the  Medical  and  Sumcal 
Reporter  J  Dublished  at  Burlington,  N.  J.,  formerly  the  New  Jersey  Medical  and 
Surreal  Reporter,  contains  a  finely  executed  likeness  of  our  distinguished 
fellow  citizen,  Dr.  John  W.  Francis,  with  a  short  biographical  sketch  of  him. 
The  enterprising  editor  of  this  valuable  journal  promises  other  portraits  in 
fatore  numbers.  A  correspondent  of  the  Bvffalo  Journal  takes  strong  ground 
against  such  publications. 

New  Medical  JoumaLs, — ^Two  new  medical  journals  have  recently  been 
commenced  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati. — ^The  Cincinnati  Medical  Observer,  edi- 
ted by  E.  B.  Stevens,  M.  D.,  assisted  by  two  of  the  Professors  in  Miami  Med- 
ical UoUeffe ;  and  the  College  Journal  of  Medical  Science^  published  by  the 
Faculty  of  the  *^  Electic  Medical  Institute,*'  designed  to  aid  the  advancement 
of  Liberal  Medicine.    They  are  to  be  issued  every  month. 

Deaths  from  Chloroform.  Another  death  produced  by  inhaling  this  pow- 
erfol  sf^t,  recently  occurred  in  Boston.  Dr.  Emery,  a  dentist  of  that  city, 
was  giving  it,  prior  to  the  extraction  of  some  teeth.  The  patient  was  at  first 
much  excited,  and  insisted  that  the  operation  had  been  performed.  After 
again  inhaling  it,  she  went  into  a  spasm,  and  breathed  with  difficulty.  Wa- 
ter was  sprinkled  into  her  face,  she  was  taken  from  the  chair  and  placed 
on  a  lounge,  and  soon  afterwards  became  unconscious.  Artificial  respira- 
tion was  resorted  to,  but  in  vain,  ^e  had  previously  inhaled  it,  and  had 
felt  bad  effects  from  it  The  chloroform  was  pure,  and  the  usual  quantity 
was  given  on  a  sponffe.  The  postmortem  examination  revealed  no  organic 
disease,  but  the  blood  is  said  to  have  been  in  a  very  watery  state.  A  similar 
ease  recently  happened  in  Edinburgh. 

Death  from  Hydrophobia  follomnff  the  bite  of  a  Cats — ^The  Lockport  Jokir- 
neU  recently  published  a  case  of  frightful  death  of  a  little  girl  aged  three  years, 
who  died  with  symptoms  of  hydrophobia  following  the  bite  of  a  rabid  cat  over 
the  eye,  about  five  weeks  previously.  The  cat  had  been  bitten  by  a  dog, 
which  was  ascertained  to  be  rabid. 

Glass  Female  Syringes. — ^Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Buffalo,  states  that  he  has 
been  called  to  several  cases  in^  which  it  was  necessary  to  remove  from  the 
vagina  broken  fragments  of  glass  syringes.  As,  from  imperfections  in  the 
giass,  they  are  easily  broken,  he  thinks  them  not  so  well  adapted  to  general 
use  as  metallic  instruments,  or  the  gum-elastic  bag. 

Cultivation  of  Liquorice. — ^Mr.  Wm.  R.  Prince,  of  Flushing,  L.  I.,  states  that 
our  Western  country  is  well  adapted'to  the  cultivation  of  this  plant,  and  that 
its  yield  is  both  abundant  and  profitable. 

Foreign. — Mortality  of  Europe. — The  mortality  of  London  is  24  to  25  in 
1,000 ;  in  Berlin  it  is  the  same;  in  Turin  it  is  26  in  1,000 ;  in  Paris,  28  in  1,000 
in  Genoa,  31  in  1,000 ;  in  Lyons,  33  in  1,000;  in  Hamburg,  36  in  1,000 ;  in  Mos 
cow,  38  in  1,000 ;  in  St.  Petersburgh,  41  in  1,000;  in  Stockholm,  39  in  1,000 
and  in  Vienna,  49  in  1,000.  The  mortality  of  the  different  countries  is  as 
follows :  In  England,  23  in  1,000 ;  in  Denmark,  the  same ;  in  Holland,  24  in 
1,000;  in  France,  23.5  in  1,000;  in  Sweden,  24  in  1,000;  in  Prussia,  28  in 
1000;  in  Sardinia,  30  in  1,000;  in  Austria,  31  in  1,000;  and  in  Russia,  36  in 
1,000. 
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AfUcsthOics  in  the  Austrian  Army,— A  cironlar  has  recently  been  issued, 
ordering  that  in  fiiture,  the  army  medical  officers  shaU  always  emplojr,  for  the 
purpose  of  inducing  amesthesia,  a  mixture  consisting  of  one  part  cnloroform 
and  nine  parts  ether,  thLs  being  the  proportion  long  employed  by  Dr.  Weiger, 
a  Vienna  dentist 

Weekly  Mortality.  City,— For  tke  week  ending  Dec  29,  1866,  331  :— 
Consumption,  40 ;  apoplexy,  4 ;  inflammation  of  brain,  1 1 ;  inflammation  of  bow> 
els,  10 ;  pneumonia,  16 ;  croup,  14 ;  scarlet  fever,  31 ;  measles,  1 ;  small-pox,  7 ; 
varioloio,  1 ;  typhus  fever  (including  "  typhoid  **),  3.  For  the  weac  ending 
Jan,  6, 1866, 367 :  Consumption,  63 ;  apoplexy,  6 ;  congestion  of  brain,  12 ;  pneu- 
monia, 16;  croup,  16;  scarlet  fever,  32;  measles,  1;  whooping  cough,  6; 
small-pox,  2;  typhus  fever,  (mcluding  '^tvphoid"),  2.  For  the  toeek  ending 
Jan.  12/A,  314: — Consumption,  34;  apoplexy,  7;  inflammation  of  brain,  7; 
pneumonia,  11 ;  croup,  10;  scarlet  fever,  21 ;  whooping  cough,  4 ;  small-pox,  4; 
typhus  fever  (including  ^  typhoid  **),  9.  For  the  week  ending  Jan.  19(A.,  324 : — 
Consumption,  28;  apoplexy,  2;  inflammation  of  brain,  7;  pneumonia,  18; 
croup,  10 ;  scarlet  fever,  22 ;  whooping  cough,  6 ;  small-pox,  4 ;  typhus  fever 
(including  ^  typhoid  "),  6.  For  the  wedc  ending  Jan.  26/A,  376  :--Con8ump- 
tion,  47 ;  inflammation  of  brain,  6 ;  pneumonia,  19 ;  croup,  13  ;  scarlet  fever, 
41 ;  small  pox,  6;  typhus  fever  (including ''  tjrphoid,")  9. 


HABEISD. 

In  this  city,  Jan.  22,  at  Christ  Church,  by  Rev.  J.  Carpenter  Smith,  Rector 
of  St.  George's  Church,  Flushing,  L.  I.,  Dr.  Charles  M.  Allin,  of  Flushing, 
to  Miss  A.  E.  P.  BoGERT,  only  cUiughter  of  the  late  Alexander  Bogert  of  this 
city. 


NSCROLOCT. 

In  this  city,  Jan.  6,  afi^r  a  short  but  severe  illness.  Dr.  Wm.  P.  Lat- 
TmoRR,  aged  29  years.  Dr.  K  gave  bright  promise  for  the  future,  both  as 
a  physician  and  surgjeon,  while  his  generous  qualities  had  endeared  him  to 
his  friends  and  acquaintancea  He  was  well  known  as  the  translator  of  **  Ri- 
cordis  Letters,**  which  continued  to  be  published  in  this  journal  until  they  ap- 
peared in  a  separate  volume. — Dec.  31,  Dr.  Eugene  Bottentuit,  of  this  city. — 
In  Brooklyn,  on  Friday,  Jan.  4,  Dr.  Daniel  Harrington,  late  of  Philadelphia, 
in  the  79th  year  of  his  age.  Recently,  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  Dr.  J.  W.  Har- 
ris, for  many  years  librarian  of  Harvard  University ;  he  was  likewise  a  dis- 
tinguished naturalist — At  Brighton,  England,  Thomas  Cofelanb,  Esq.,  aged 
74  years.  Mr.  C.  enjoyed  considerable  reputation  as  a  surgeon,  and  was  the 
author  of  several  valuable  surgical  dissertations.  His  personal  property  was 
quite  large,  and  his  bequests  liberal.  £5000  was  left  to  the  Society  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Medical  Men  of  London. — Dec.  4,  Sir 
George  Ballingall,  M.  D.,  Regius  Professor  of  Military  Surgery  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh.— Dec.  16,  Wm.  Fred.  Chambers,  late  Physician  in 
Ordinary  to  the  Queen. — M.  Ernest  Cloquet,  Physician  to  the  Shah  of 
Persia.  His  death  was  caused  by  drinking  a  large  quantity  of  tincture  of 
cantharides,  in  mistake  for  water. 
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On  the  Comparative  value  of  Laryngotomy  and  Tracheotomy  in  the 
treatment  of  Croup.    By  J.  P.  Batchblder,  M.  D. 

(Read  before  the  New  York  Medical  Association. ) 

Among  the  remedial  measures  employed  by  surgeons  for  the  cure  of 
croup,  that  of  making  an  opening  into  the  trachea  (tracheotomy)  has 
been  most  frequently  resorted  to,  while  that  of  opening  into  the  larynx 
through  the  crico-thyroid  space,  has  been  almost  entirely  overlooked 
and  neglected.  This  preference  of  tracheotomy  to  laryngotomy,  has 
never  seemed  to  the  writer  to  be  predicated  upon  any  sound  reasoning ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  very  nature  of  things  was  not  only 
against  it,  but  indicated  most  clearly  that  the  other  alternative  should 
be  preferred.  With  a  view  to  a  more  correct  appreciation  of  the  com- 
parative merits  of  the  two  operations,  we  have  been  induced  to  insti- 
tute an  examination  into  their  respective  claims  to  be  adopted  by  the 
profession.     We  shall  consider 

I.  The  Objections  to  Tbachkotomy. 

These  arise,  principally,  from  the  anatomical  relations  of  importaut 
parts  to  that  which  is  the  immediate  field  of  the  operation  : 

1.  The  middle  and  inferior  thyroidal  veins,  and  the  plexus  or  net- 
work which  they  form  in  front  of  the  windpipe,  some  of  which  almost 
necessarily  are  wounded  when  tracheotomy  is  performed,  give  rise  to  a 
bssmorrhage,  which  endangers  and  sometimes  actually  destroya  life, 
either  by  draining  the  system,  by  blood  getting  into  the  trachea,  or 
the  delay  occasioned  by  its  flow. 
VOL.  5.  NO.  6.  16 
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2.  The  proximity  of  tbe  carotids  to  the  trachea,  and  the  irregular 
distribution  of  blood  vessels  in  this  region.* 

3.  The  thyroid  gland  is  proportionally  larger  in  the  child  than  in 
the  adult,  while  other  parts  (particularly  the  trachea)  are  smaller ;  and 
the  cervical  portion  of  the  thymus  gland  rising,  in  some  cases  in 
childhood,  considerably  above  the  sternum,  shortens  very  much  the 
tracheal  space  between  it  and  the  thyroid. 

4.  The  depth  and  small  size  of  the  trachea,  especially  in  children, 
render  it  difficult  to  open,  and  sometimes  it  is  said  even  to  find  thai 
organ,  and  greatly  enhance  the  danger  of  wounding  important  parts  in 
close  proximity. 

5.  The  deficiency,  at  the  posterior  part  of  the  trachea,  of  the  fibro- 
cartilaginous rings,  which  therefore  occupy  only  two  thirds  of  its 
circumference. 

These,  when  entire,  by  their  elasticity,  keep  the  windpipe  fully  dis- 
tended; but  when  divided  in  front,  as  in  tracheotomy,  this  result  no  longer 
obtains,  the  divided  extremities  fall  together,  and  not  only  close  the 
opening  made  by  the  knife,  but  actually  diminish  the  caliber  of  the 
tracheal  tube.  This  state  of  things  is  also  aggravated  by  the  action 
of  the  sterno-hyoid,  and  sterno-thyroid  muscles,  which  lie  on  the  sides 
and  partly  in  front  of  the  trachea,  where  their  inner  margins  are  nearly 
in  contact,  at  the  very  place  in  which  the  opening  is  made  when  traoh- 
eotbmy  is  performed.  These  ribbon-like  muscles,  when  acting  forcibly, 
swell  into  rounded  masses,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  sides  of  the 
trachea  are  compressed  and  forced  together,  and  the  opening,  made  by 
the  division  of  its  rings,  closed.  These  muscles,  when  they  act,  also  draw 
the  larynx  downwards,  which,  by  compressing  the  rings  into  a  smaller 
space,  and  forcing  them  backwards,  still  further  diminishes  the  tracheal 
cavity.     These  circumstances, — the  action  of  the  muscles  and  perhaps 


*  The  right  earotid  sometimes  trsverMS  the  windpipe ;  also  now  and  then  a 
middle  thyroid  artery  mounts  upwards  directly  in  front  of  the  trachea  to  the 
thyroid.  Dr.  0.  £.  laaace,  the  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of 
New  York,  who  is  one  of  the  most  indefatigable  and  accurate  anatomists  in  the 
country,  says, — **!  have  seen  seven  cases  in  which  the  middle  thyroid  artery 
arose  from  the  innominata,  and  was  distributed  to  the  thyroid  gland.  In  two 
subjects  it  was  remarkably  large,  and  its  division  in  tracheotomy  would  have 
occasioned  a  very  profuse  haemorrhage.  **  '*  In  two  instances,  no  innominata  ex- 
isted;  but  the  arch  of  the  aorta  gave  off, — 1.  the  right  subclavian ;  2.  the  right 
carotid.'' 
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the  flow  of  blood, — ^render  necessary  the  introduction  of  the  metallic 
tube,  through  which  respiration  may  be  carried  on,  and  matters  which 
block  up  the  air  passages  discharged. 

Objections,  growing  out  of  the  danger,  difiSculty,  and  inexpediency 
of  this  operation,  will  be  noticed  in  another  place. 

n.  Objections  raised  against  LAKTNGoroMr. 

The  objections  most  frequently  urged  against  laryngotomy,  and  of 
course  regarded  as  arguments  in  favor  of  tracheotomy,  are  that  in  the 
former  the  wound  is  made  in  the  inflamed  part,  and  that  the  tube  (the 
necessity  for  which,  in  this  operation,  is  only  assumed)  could  not  be  tol- 
erated ;  therefore,  the  opening  should  be  made  below  the  seat  of  the 
disease.  These,  I  am  aware,  have  been  considered  and  adduced  as  the 
most  cogent  reasons  against  the  opening  being  made  in  the  crico-thyroid 
space.  To  the  writer,  however,  this  reasoning  has  always  seemed 
strangely  inconsistent.    Let  us  examine  its  validity. 

1.  Cutting  into  the  inflamed  part.  What  is  croup  ?  Just  what  its 
technical  name,  tracheitis,  implies, —  an  inflammation  of  the  trachea. 
Dr.  Watson,  whose  authority  in  this  matter  will  not  be  questioned,  tells 
us  that  ^the  essence  of  this  complaint  is  a  violent  inflammation  afifecting 
the  mucous  membrane  of  that  portion  of  the  air  passages  which  lies 
between  the  laryngeal  cartilages  and  the  primary  bronchi ;  in  a  word,  of 
the  trachea,  or  windpipe.  That  is  the  genuine  seat  of  the  disease,  but 
the  inflammation  sometimes  ascends  into  the  larynx,  and  not  unfrequently 
dives  into  the  bronchi,  and  into  their  ramifications.  Usually,  the  ad- 
ventitious membrane  commences  just  below  the  larynx,  where  it  is  thin 
and  soft ;  about  the  middle  of  the  windpipe  "  (the  tracheotomic  region) 
^it  is  more  dense  and  firm  ;  lower  down  in  the  trachea,  and  in  the 
bronchi  it  is  generally  looser  again,  pulpy,  and  broken."* 

*  To  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Watson,  we  would  add  that  the  inflammatioii,  which 
•commences  in  the  mucous  membrane,  not  unfrequently,  and  in  severe  cases  of 
«roap  generally,  extends  to  all  the  other  tissues  and  structures  which  enter  into 
the  constitution  of  the  trachea.  This  involvement  of  the  structures,  somewhat 
peculiar  in  their  organization,  causes  a  contraction  which  not  only  diminishes 
the  capacity  of  the  trachea,  but  interferes  with  the  movements  of  that  part  as  a 
whole,  and  also  of  its  constituents  among  themselves.  This  diminution  of  caliber 
•and  mobility,  with  its  morbid  irritability,  renders  this  organ  much  less  tolerant 
of  the  metidlio  tube.  Another  objection  to  the  tube  in  the  trachea,  grows  out 
•of  the  difficulty  of  adapting  its  size  to  the  exigencies  of  the  case :  if  too  small, 
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With  doe  deference,  and  in  all  candor,  we  would  ask  gentlemen  who 
adopt  the  mode  of  argumentation  alluded  to,  to  consider  to  which  place 
the  reasoning  most  legitimately  points  ?  But  with  us,  the  idea  of  cutting 
into  the  inflamed  part  has  little  weight,  when  we  reflect  how  often  it  is 
done.  What  surgeon  would  hesitate  to  cut  off  an  inflamed  tonsil  which 
endangered  life  ?  Or,  who  that  has  tried  it,  has  failed  to  find  that  it  is 
the  most  prompt  and  certain  method  of  curing  that  disease  f  Who  does 
not  cut  into  carbuncles  and  inflamed  parts  to  let  out  matter,  and  some- 
times into  partB  affected  with  erysipelas  for  the  same  and  perhaps  other 
purposes  ?      And  who  ever  saw  any  injury  result  from  the  practice! 

2.  Intolerance  of  the  tube.  The  other  objection  brought  against 
hiryngotomy  is,  that  the  tube  cannot  be  borne  when  passed  into  the  la- 
rynx. The  fallacy  of  this  objection  will  be  presently  pointed  out,  when 
it  will  be  shown  that  the  tube,  should  one  be  necessary,  is  equally  well 
and  indeed  better  borne,  than  in  tracheotomy,  and  is  much  more  readilj 
replaced  after  having  been  removed  and  cleansed,  than  when  inserted 
into  the  trachea.  After  what  has  been  said,  we  shall,  of  course,  be  free 
to  admit  the  necessity  of  the  tube  when  tracheotomy  is  resorted  to  ;  but 
in  that  very  necessity  is  to  be  found  a  serious  objection  to  the  operation 
itself,  which  is  instituted  for  a  double  purpose, — the  admission  of  air», 
and  the  ejection  of  a  superabundant  morbid  secretion.  If,  for  the  former 
only,  the  tube  might  not  be  so  objectionable ;  but  being  made  of  inert 
materials,  it  cannot  facilitate,  but  must  necessarily  impede  and  prevent, 
the  discharge  of  matters,  which — thickened,  inspissated,  tenacious,  and 
adhesive — cling  to  its  inner  surface,  and  produce  obstructions  which 
require  its  frequent  removal. 

The  rima  glottidis  being  the  natural  aperture  through  which  matters 
within  and  below  that  orifice  are  discharged,  the  artificial  opening,  it 
would  seem,  should  be  as  near  it  as  circumstances  will  admit.  If  through 
the  crico- thyroid  space,  and  as  large  as  that  space  will  allow,  the  trachea — 
entire  and  all  its  parts  in  possession  of  their  vital  properties,  powers,  and 
actions — will  contribute  to  the  expulsion  of  those  matters ;  which  it 
would  not  do  if  crippled  by  the  division  of  its  rings  in  front,  and  also 
shackled  and  obstructed  by  an  inert  tube  within  its  cavity.  This  tube,  if 
inserted  through  an  opening  in  the  crico-thyroid  space,  may  be  short,  and 
therefore  less  likely  to  interfere  with  the  functions  of  the  trachea  than  it 

neither  respiratioa  nor  the  ezpuleion  of  the  morbid  seeretion  can  be  earried  on 
through  i^  if  too  large,  it  oeoaaions  great  dietreas,  by  patting  the  treohea  on 
the  stretch. 
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would  if  long  and  passed  far  into  that  organ,  at  or  near  its  middle  portion ; 
in  whioh  case  the  patient,  although  he  has  the  tube  through  vhich  to 
breathe,  gets  on  badlj. 

Tracheotomy  in  comparison  with  Laryngotom  y. 


Tracheotomy  is  a  dangerous  opera- 
tion and  nnder  almost  any  ciroumstaoees 
difficult  to  perform,  especially  in  the 
child.  It  is  sometimes  followed  by  or 
is  the  cause  of  immediate  death,  by 
fasemorrhage,  by  the  shock  it  gives  to  the 
system  eiUier  By  its  violence  or  loss  of 
blood,  which  the  exhausted  state  of  the 
patient  cannot  bear,  or  the  delay  oc- 
casioned by  the  bleeding  or  other  cir- 
oumstanoes. 

Tracheotomy  requires  a  skillful,  prac- 
ticed surgeon  and  anatomist^  with 
divers  instruments^  for  its  performance . 


Tracheotomy,  in  every  instance,  re- 

auires  the  insertion  of  a  metallic  tube, 
irough  which  respiration  may^  be 
•carried  on,  and  the  morbid  secretions 
discharged. 


Laryngotomy  is  an  operation  easily 
and  quickly  performed,  without  hem- 
orrhage or  delay ;  is  attended  with  no 
danger,  there  being  no  parts  of  impor- 
tance in  the  way  of  the  operator's 
knife.  It  is,  indeed,  vexy  little  more 
difficult  or  hazardous  than  venese€(tlon 
in  the  arm  of  a  fat  child. 


Laryngotomy  may  be  performed  en 
the  spur  of  the  occasion,  by  almost  any 
medical  man,  with  the  lancet  only.  The 
operator  needs  merely  to  pinch  up  a 
fold  of  integament  direotl^  over  the 
thyroid  cartilage,  and  an  assistant  to  do 
the  same  over  the  cricoid,  and  then 
thrnst  a  lancet,  scalpel  or  bistoury, 
through  and  divide  Uie  duplicatore  ; 
this  done,  and  the  integuments  bein^  al- 
lowed to  resume  their  natural  condition, 
the  operator,  steadying  the  thyroid  car- 
tilage between  his  thumb  and  forefinger, 
pushes  the  lancet  through  the  crico- 
thyroid membrane,  close  to  the  upper 
border  of  the  cricoid  cartilage,  and 
makes  a  free  opening  into  the  larynx  ; 
whioh  may,  if  required,  be  enlarged  up- 
ward two  thirds  the  length  of  the  thy- 
roid, and  downward  entirely  through 
the  cricoid  cartilage ;  and  furthermor<^ 
through  one  or  two  of  the  tracheal 
rings,  without  trenching  on  the  thyroid 
gland,and,  besides,  a  portion  of  the  cri- 
coid in  front  may  be  removed. 

In  laryngotomy,  the  insertion  of  the 
tube  is  seldom  necessary.  The  mem- 
brane occupying  tbecrico-thyroid  space, 
being  composed  of  the  yellow  elsstio 
substance,  contracts  when  divided,  and 

Sreveuts  the  closure  of  the  openinff ; 
le  more  certainly  if  an  incision  be 
made  upward  so  as  to  give  the  artificial 
opening  the  shape  of  an  inverted  J.. 
If  necessary,  the  angles  with  a  portion 
of  the  thyroid  cartilage,  on  each  side 
of  the  perpendicular  cut,  may  be  clip- 
ped off;  and  also^  as  suggested,  a  por- 
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tion  of  tbe  erieoid  eartili^  in  front 
may  be  remoyed.  In  this  way,  the 
•rtifieUl  opening  may  be  made  ooaeid* 
erably  larger  than  tbe  caliber  of  the 
tracbea  itoelf.  Generally,  we  belieye, 
it  will  be  found  that  two  etripa  of  ad- 
heaiye  plaster  applied,  one  on  each  side 
near  the  margin  of  the  wound  (\t  lon- 
gitudinally made)  and  drawn  backward 
and  eroesed  behind  tbe  neck,  will  be  all 
that  ie  required  to  keep  the  wound 
patent 

Tracheotomy  is  BO  difficult  to  perform.  In  laryngotomy,   no  anesthetic    is 

that  the  administration  of  chloroform     required ;  consequently,  no  risk  from 
has  been  deemed  necessary  to  its  best     this  cause  need  be  incurred. 

Esrformance,  and  there  is  reason  to  be- 
eye  that  in  more  instances  than  one, 
the  influence  of  this  affcnt^  superadded 
to  the  exhaustion  in  (faced  by  the  dis- 
thei 


e,  the  loss  of  blood,  and  the  shock, 
notwithstanding  the  employment  of 
this  substance,  has  caused  death  or  ren- 
dered it  more  speedy  and  certain. 

In  fayor  of  tracheotomy,  it  is  urged  that  almost  all  authority  is  on  its 
side.  This  is  true,  most  strangely  so ;  for  the  nature  of  things,  anatom- 
ically coDsidered,  and  common  sense  based  on  them,  and  also  on  sound 
reasoning, — seem  to  be  all  in  favor  of  laryngotomy. 

To  this  objection,  as  well  as  that  already  alluded  to,  the  intolerance 
of  the  tube  in  the  larynx,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  last  June  number 
of  the  London  Lancet,  in  which  will  be  found  "  Some  cases  of  Laryn- 
gotomy, by  John  Erichsen,  Esq.,"  which  seem  to  be  exactly  in  point. 
They  derive  additional  yalue  and  interest  from  the  fact  that  they  were 
all  cases  of  laryngitis.  In  case  first,  he  moAtan  opening  through  the 
erico-thyroid  membrane^  and  introduced  cb|br^e  silver  tube.  On  the 
third  day,  the  tube  was  finally  withdrawn,  End  the  wound  gradually 
closed ;  the  patient  recovered  without  a  bad  symptom.  Case  2 .  Mr. 
Erichsen  says,  ^'  I  lost  not  a  moment  in  opening  the  crieo-thyroid  mem- 
hrane,  and  inserting  a  large  silver  tube,  which  she  has  never  been  able  to 
lay  aside.  It  has  been  worn  for  between  six  and  seven  years,  and  in  close 
proximity  with  the  vocal  cords  ;  '*  and,  he  continues,  "  the  action  of  these 
has  been  in  no  way  impaired, "  Pretty  good  evidence  this,  that  the 
tube  in  the  crico-thyroid  space  can  be  borne  quite  as  well  as  in  the 
trachea.  Case  3. — ''  A  short,  stout,  thick-necked  woman,  about  30  years  of 
age.  There  was  not  a  moment  to  lose.  I  immediately  proceeded  to 
operate,  but  on  making  an  incision  through  the  integuments,  the  yessels 
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of.  the  neck,  over-distended  by  asphyxial  congestion,  poured  out  so  large 
a  quantity  of  dark  blood,  that  it  was  necessary  to  wait  a  few  momenta 
before  opening  the  windpipe.  During  this  delay  the  patient,  who  was 
seized  with  a  severe  spasm,  ceased  to  breathe,  and  fell  back  to  appear- 
ance dead.  /  immediately  plunged  the  scalpel  through  the  erieo-  thyroid 
membrane,  cut  this  freely  across^  and  put  in  a  large  silver  tube.  Site  made 
a  good  recovery, "  *  These  were  cases  of  laryngitis :  of  course  the 
opening  and  insertion  of  the  tube  were  in  the  inflamed  part,  yet  not  only 
no  inconvenience  resulted,  but  the  most  perfect  success  followed.  They 
annihilate  the  objections  raised  against  cutting  into  the  inflamed  parts, 
and  the  intolerance  of  the  tube  in  laryngotomy. 

A  few  short  extracts  from  cases  reported  in  the  London  Lancet, 
(December,  1856),  by  Henry  Thompson,  F.R.C.S.,  M.D.,  will  close  this 
paper :  Case  1. — '^  A  man  of  about  forty  years  of  age,"  with  ^'  an  attack  of 
acute  laryngitis."  "  There  was  no  time  for  delay.  I  proceeded  at  once 
to  make  an  opening  into  the  larynx,  sufficient  to  admit  a  full-sized  double- 
trachea  tube.  The  relief  was  instantaneous."  This  occurred  on  the 
27th  of  September  ;  and  on  the  *'lst  of  October,  the  apparatus  was  re- 
moved, and  the  edges  of  the  wound  approximated  ;  "  which  on  the  8th 
'*  had  entirely  closed."  "  Case  2." — "  A  little  boy,  three  years  of  age,  livid 
and  almost  insensible,  struggling  violently  for  breath.  There  was  evidently 
no  time  to  be  lost.  Opening  first  the  crico- thyroid  membrane,  I  found  it 
necessary  subsequently  to  divide  the  cricoid  cartilage,  and  upper  ring  of 
the  trachea,  in  order  to  introduce  the  tube.  We  had  the  satisfaction, 
however,  of  leaving  him,  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour,  completely 
relieved,  and  enjoying  comfortable  sleep."  The  next  day,  ^  June  3d,' 
he  was  breathing  comfortably,  taking  nourishment  freely,  and  in  all 
respects  improving.  Contrary  to  express  orders,  the  tube  was  removed 
for  a  short  time  by  the  attendants  of  the  child  on  the  5th  instant,  and 
and  he  suddenly  died  of  asphyxia,  in  less  than  ten  minutes  after  taking, 
with  considerable  relish,  a  basin  of  beef  tea."  Mr.  Thompson  very  sig- 
nificantly and  justly  adds,  '*  These  cases  are  practically  valuable,  inas- 
'  much  as  they  present  additional  evidence  in  favor  of  an  opinion,  the 
accuracy  of  which  is  becoming  more  and  more  apparent,  namely  :  that 
a  tube  may  be  introduced  into  the  interior  of  the  larynx,  and  be  retained 
there  for  some  time,  without  exciting  irritation  of  the  organ,  even  in  the 


*  The  italiciziDg  is  ours. 
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prasence  of  aeute  laryDgitis ;  and  that  it » therefore  anneceasary  to  resort 
to  the  severer  method  of  tracheotomj,  on  the  assumed  ground  that  it  is 
calculated  to  occasion  lees  disturbance  to  an  already  diseased  larynx.  ^ 


Cases  illustrating  the  use  of  the  Suture  Apparatus  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Sims. 
By  T.  M.  Markos,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  New  York  Hospital. 

To  De.  H.  D,  Bulklkt,  Editor  N.  T.  Med.  Times : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  send  you  for  publication  the  following  cases,  which 
embrace  all  my  experience  in  the  use  of  Sims'  Suture  Apparatus.  The 
results  have  been  so  entirely  satisfactory,  that  I  take  great  pleasure  in 
adding  my  testimony  to  the  value  of  the  new,  and  therefore  only  par- 
tially tested,  operation  of  Dr.  Sims.  In  speaking,  however,  of  this 
operation  as  ouly  partially  tested,  I  do  not  mean  to  refer  to  the  proce- 
dure itself,  or  to  its  adaptedness  to  the  diseases  for  which  it  was  originally 
worked  out  by  its  iDgenious  author;  but  to  its  applicability  to  the 
general  purposes  of  surgery.  I  am  well  convinced  that  in  this  larger 
field,  we  shall  yet  discover  many  occasions  for  its  use,  where  it  will  prove 
as  valuable  a  surgical  resource  as  Dr.  Sims  has  already  demonstrated  it 
to  be  in  the  cure  of  vesico-vaginal  fistula  and  its  kindred  accidents. 
Enough,  however,  has  already  been  done  to  illustrate  the  ingenuity,  the 
patience,  and  the  perseverance  of  Dr.  Sims,  in  perfecting  the  details  of 
his  operation,  and  to  show  that  practical  surgery  owes  him  a  debt  of  ob- 
ligation for  one  of  the  most  complete,  original,  and  valuable  contributions 
which  has  been  made  to  it  in  our  day.  The  originality,  and  complete* 
ness  of  the  invention,  gives  us  pride  in  claiming  it  as  an  American 
operation.  I  am,  truly  yours, 

T.  M.  MARKOE. 
New  York,  Jan,  21«^,  1866. 


VesicO'Vaginal  Fistula. 
Case  I.  Catharine  Hoffman,  set.  26,  a  stout,  healthy-looking  young 
woman,  was  admitted  into  the  New  York  Hospital,  Nov.  5,  1855,  with  a 
vesico-vaginal  fistula,  which  had  occurred  four  months  before,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  a  very  difficult  and  protracted  labor.  The  opening  was 
situated  about  three  fourths  of  an  inch  posterior  to  the  meat  usurinarius, 
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was  transrene  in  its  dirdotioo,  and  about  large  enough  to  admit  the  index 
finger  to  the  first  joint.  The  marginB  of  the  opening  were  not  upon  the 
same  plane,  the  anterior  overlapping  the  posterior  about  half  an  inch. 
This  seemed  to  be  produced  by  the  loss  of  substance  from  the  original 
aloaghing  having  extended  entirely  across  from  one  side  to  the  other  of 
the  pubic  arch,  and  the  subsequent  contracting  having  drawn  the  pos- 
terior edge  bodily  upward  and  backward.  This  rendered  the  paring  of  the 
edges  a  very  tedious  and  troublesome  procedure,  which  was  made  worse 
by  the  lateral  margins  of  the  orifice  being  firmly  attached  to  the  bone 
on  either  side.  She  had  in  addition,  a  recto-vaginal  communication,  in- 
volving so  great  a  loss  of  the  septum  between  these  two  passages,  that 
it  was  not  thought  best  at  present,  to  attempt  any  thing  for  its  reliefl 
The  operation  on  the  urinary  fistula  was  performed  on  the  18th  of  Nov. 
The  anterior  and  posterior  margins  were  easily  pared  off  with  a  very  sharp 
scalpel.  The  lateral  margins,  or  more  properly  angles,  were  very  care- 
fully followed  up ;  and  not  only  were  they  detached  as  far  as  possible 
from  the  bone,  but  a  large  surrounding  surface  was  bared  of  its  mucous 
membrane,  so  that  when  the  flaps  into  which  the  margin  had  now  been 
converted,  came  together,  a  large  surface  of  raw  tissue  would  be  folded 
together  at  the  angles,  and  held  by  the  ends  of  the  clamps.  Four 
stitches  were  now  applied,  the  clamps  of  course  being  placed  transversly, 
and  slightly  bent  to  accommodate  them  to  the  curve  of  the  arch  of 
the  pubis.  With  the  view  of  saving  the  length  of  the  anterior  clamp, 
which  was  close  under  the  bone,  the  openings  for  the  wire  were  made 
closer  together  than  usual,  while  in  the  posterior  clamps,  which  had  more 
room,  the  openings  were  at  the  ordinary  distance,  thus  giving  a  somewhat 
radiated  direction  to  the  wires.  Four  stitches  were  applied  and  secured  in 
the  way  recommended  by  Dr.  Sims,  the  catheter  was  introduced,  and  the 
patient  put  to  bed.  Some  oil  having  been  given  the  day  before,  a  pill 
of  opium  was  administered  morning  and  evening,  to  keep  the  bowels 
quiet,  a  proceeding  which,  under  the  circumstances  of  lacerated  sphincter 
ani,  was  perhaps  unnecessary.  The  operation  was  done  under  ether. 
It  should  have  been  noticed,  that  the  os  uteri  was,  as  far  as  we  could 
discover,  entirely  obliterated,  and  so  involved  in  the  cicatrix,  that  its  exact 
position  could  not  be  ascertained. 

Every  thing  went  on  fiivorably  after  the  operation  ;  no  irritation  was 
caused  by  the  clamps,  and  the  water  flowed  constantly  through  the 
catheter.  On  one  occasion,  about  the  sixth  day,  the  oatheler  slipped  into 
the  bladder.    Fortunately,  there  was  a  string  attached  to  it;  and  by  this 
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and  the  finger  paaaed  partly  into  the  urethra,  whioh  waa  very  large  and 
dilatable,  the  House  Surgeon,  Dr.  Thurston,  extricated  it  without  any 
trouble. 

On  the  22d,  nine  complete  days  having  elapsed,  the  clamps  were 
remoyed.  They  were  a  good  deal  buried,  but  the  membrane  under  them 
was  sound.  The  extremities  of  the  upper  clamps  had  ulcerated  a  little 
into  the  mucous  membrane.  On  removing  the  wire8>  every  thing  ap- 
peared to  be  soundly  healed.  The  catheter  was  allowed  to  remain  a  few 
days  longer,  and  the  patient  still  kept  upon  her  back.  After  three  or 
four  days,  the  catheter  was  removed,  and  the  patient  allowed  to  go 
about  On  careful  examination  at  the  end  of  another  week,  the  open- 
ing was  found  perfectly  and  entirely  closed.  She  can  retain  her  water 
in  the  lying  posture  for  several  hours,  so  that  she  only  has  to  get  up 
twice  in  the  course  of  the  night  In  walking  about,  however,  she  has 
some  urethral  incontinence,  so  that  she  cannot  retain  the  urine  more 
than  an  hour,  and  then,  when  she  gets  up  to  walk,  it  comes  away  with- 
out her  being  able  to  control  it.  This  incontinence  seems  to  me  to  be 
due  in  part  to  the  long  disuse  of  the  retaining  fibers,  and  in  part  p^- 
haps  to  the  caliber  of  the  urethra  being  somewhat  drawn  apart  by  being 
involved  in  the  contraction  of  the  original  cicatrix.  K  this  be  the 
reason  for  its  existence,  there  are  good  grounds  for  hoping  that  she  will  in 
time  regain  entirely  her  lost  power.  She  has  improved  so  much  in  reten- 
tive power  in  the  last  two  weeks,  that  we  feel  quite  confident  her  cure 
will  be  perfect 

Cask  II.  Laceration  of  recto-vaginal  septum  and  perineum.  This 
case  was  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  S.,  aged  about  80  years,  the  wife  of  a 
laboring  man,  who  came  to  me  in  April,  1855,  with  a  very  extensive 
laceration  of  the  perineum  and  recto-vaginal  septum.  The  mischief  had 
occurred  about  four  years  before,  in  confinement,  when  she  was  attended 
by  an  ignorant  midwife,  to  whose  want  of  care  she  attributed  her  mis- 
fortune. It  was  the  source  of  great  distress  and  mortification  to  her,  as 
she  could  not  retain  either  feces  or  air  in  the  rectum,  except  when  she 
happened  to  be  very  costive,  and  then  only  for  a  short  time.  The  la- 
ceration was  found  to  be  complete  of  the  perineum,  and  to  extend  fully 
an  inch  up  the  vagina,  through  the  recto-vaginal  septum,  and  nearly  in  * 
its  median  line.  Every  thing  round  the  laceration  was  soundly  healed, 
and  free  from  induration  or  excoriation.  On  the  28th  of  April,  an  op- 
eration was  performed  for  the  closure  of  the  opening.    The  edges  of  the 
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deft  septum  were  freely  pared  down  to  the  a^us,  taking  care  to  bring 
the  cut  surfaces  so  far  fornrard  as  to  include  some  of  the  integument  in 
front  of  the  anus.  The  clamps  were  then  applied  with  six  sutures,  of 
which  the  two  nearest  the  anus  were  passed  very  deeply  into  the  flaps, 
so  as  to  secure,  as  far  as  possible,  the  union  of  the  torn  sphincter.  Th& 
bowels  had  previously  been  opened  by  castor  oil.  A  pill  of  three*fourths 
of  a  grain  of  opium  was  given  morning  and  evening,  to  secure  inaction 
of  the  bowels;  her  diet  was  restricled  to  a  soda  biscuit  and  a  cup  of  weak 
tea,  three  times  a  day  ;  and  she  was  kept  perfectly  still,  in  bed.  The 
water  was  drawn  off  with  the  catheter  every  day,  until  the  fourth  day^ 
when  she  was  allowed  to  turn  on  her  side  and  pass  it  herself.  This  kept 
the  urine  from  contact  with  the  wound. 

She  bore  the  regimen  and  confinement  perfectly.  On  the  7th  of 
May,  being  nine  complete  days  from  the  operation,  the  clamps  were  re- 
moved, and  union  was  found  complete  and  firm  from  one  end  of  the  line 
to  the  other.  The  clamps  had  buried  themselves,  but  without  ulceration^ 
except  just  at  the  margin  of  anus,  where  one  end  of  one  of  the  clamps 
had  produced  a  small  opening  through  to  the  gut.  This  opening,  how- 
ever, was  exceedingly  small,  and  just  at  the  line  of  the  sphincter,  about 
as  much  outside  as  inside  of  the  newly  formed  anus.  On  passing  one 
finger  carefully  into  the  anus,  with  another  in  the  vagina,  the  line  of 
union  was  found  to  be  thick  and  substantial,  and  the  anus  itself  quite 
small,  and  tightly  embracing  the  finger.  The  bowels  have  not  moved 
since  the  operation. 

May  9<A«  Eleven  days.  The  opium  was  discontinued  on  the  fth, 
and  to  day  the  bowels  have  moved  spontaneously.  She  said  she  felt  that 
she  had  as  perfect  control  as  ever  she  had  in  her  life,  over  the  contents  cl 
the  rectum.    Every  thing  remains  tight  and  strong. 

May  \bth.  Has  had  a  slight  diarrhoea  following  the  use  of  the  opiumv 
Control  perfect  over  even  the  most  liquid  stools.  The  little  perforation 
made  by  the  end  of  the  clamps  has  entirely  healed. 

Sept,  1855.  Four  months  after  the  operation.  Reports  herself  en- 
tirely well,  and  with  as  perfect  control  of  the  anus  as  she  ever  possessed 
before  her  injury. 

Casb  ni.  Lo8^  of  substance  of  urethra  from  presence  of  a  catheter 
Vfom  in  the  bladder.  A  man  about  40  years  old,  had  a  loss  of  substance^ 
with  opening  of  the  urethra  just  anterior  to  the  scrotum.  This  had  oc- 
curred from  the  presence  of  a  catheter,  which  he  had  worn  while  recov- 
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^ring  from  an  injury  of  (he  perhieam,  with  laceration  of  the  urethra.  The 
opening  was  situated  precisely  at  the  junction  of  the  anterior  surCftce  of 
the  scrotum  with  the  penis,  was  a  little  more  than  an  inch  in  extent,  and 
widely  exposed  the  canal  of  the  urethra.  The  opening  was  allowed  MH 
time  to  become  soundly  healed  at  its  edges,  and  free  from  inflammat<»7 
induration.  An  operation  lor  its  closure  was  undertaken,  March  24, 
1854,  foar  months  after  the  occurrence  of  the  accident  Fully  aware  of 
the  great  difficulty  of  securing  the  union  of  these  openii^;s,  as  experienced 
in  a  recent  caee  of  my  own,  and  as  testified  to  by  both  Ricord  &  Velpeau, 
I  determined  to  adopt  Rioord's  suggestion,  and  divert  the  urine  through 
a  catheter  in  the  perineum,  before  attempting  to  dose  the  opening.  This 
formed,  therefore,  the  first  step  in  the  operation,  and  guided  by  a  catheter 
In  the  urethra,  was  easily  accomplished,  by  an  incimon  in  the  median  line 
of  the  perineum.  Through  this  incision,  a  female  catheter  was  pssBed 
into  the  bladder,  and  made  fast  by  tapes.  No  plug  was  put  in  the  cath- 
eter, and  the  water  was  allowed  to  dribble  away,  to  avoid  the  possibility 
of  its  coming  in  contact  with  the  wound  anterior  to  the  scrotum,  while 
it  was  uniting.  An  incision  was  then  made  around  the  opening  which 
we  wished  to  close,  about  an  eighth  of  an  inch  from  its  margin,  leaving 
the  margin  untouched.  This  incision  was  prolonged  anteriorly  and  poa- 
teriorly,  half  an  inch  beyond  the  opening.  No  tissue  was  cut  away, 
except  a  very  small  triangular  piece  of  integument,  where  the  incisioiiB 
converged  before  and  behind  the  opening.  The  small  rim  of  tissue 
round  the  margin  was  loosened  up  towards  the  opening,  so  that  when 
the  wound  was  brought  together,  it  would  fold  inwards,  and  present  its 
tegumentary  surface  in  the  canal  of  the  urethra.  By  its  conversion  into 
mucous  membrane,  it  was  hoped  that  some  of  the  original  loss  of  snb- 
etfince  would  be  replaced.  The  integument  was  now  dissected  up  from 
the  body  of  the  penis,  for  about  half  an  inch  each  way  from  the  opening ; 
and  the  flaps  thus  made  were  drawn  together  over  the  opening,  and  held 
together  with  Sims'  damp-suture  apparatus.  Four  sutures  were  em- 
ployed on  the  clamps  ;  and  one  single  wire  with  shot  to  fasten  it,  was 
applied  to  secure  the  anterior  portion  of  wound.  The  wire  sutures  were 
passed  in  very  deeply  in  the  flaps,  in  order  to  secure  as  broad  surfaces  in 
opposition  as  possible.  The  penis  was  secured  lightiy  upon  the  abdomen, 
by  an  adhesive  band.  No  catheter  was  put  into  the  anterior  portion  of 
the  urethra. 

March  28<A.    Every  thing  has  gone  well  until  last  night,  when  the 
catheter  in  the  perineum  becoming  obstructed,  some  urine  found  its  way 
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forward,  and  iofiltrated  between  the  lips  at  the  poeterior  part  of  the  ' 
wound.    At  this  point,  a  hardness  exists,  and  some  suppuration  has  oc- 
curred.   The  remainder  of  the  line  seems  soundly  healed.    The  perineal 
catheter  was  removed,  cleansed  and  replaced,  and  the  suppurating  point 
opened  with  a  probe,  to  allow  the  pus  and  urine  to  escape. 

On  the  10th  day,  or  rather  at  the  completion  of  the  0th,  the  sutures 
were  removed.  Every  thing  appeared  sound  along  the  wound,  except 
at  its  lower  point  where  the  abscess  had  taken  place  from  urinary  infiltra- 
tion. There  is  but  little  discharge,  however,  even  from  this  point,  and 
the  hardness  round  it  is  rapidly  diminishing.  A  full-sized  catheter  passes 
easily  along  the  canal.  Every  thing  was  permitted  to  remain  quiet,  to 
allow  the  scar  to  consolidate,  the  perineal  catheter  still  being  retained  in 
its  place. 

On  the  18th  of  April  the  wound  being  firmly  healed,  the  perineal 
catheter  was  removed,  and  the  patient  allowed  to  get  up  and  go  about. 
At  first  the  catheter  was  passed  whenever  he  made  water.  This  was 
continued  for  3  or  4  days^  and  then  the  urine  was  allowed  to  come  through 
the  Tuethra.  The  perineal  wound  gradually  healed  entirely,  and  he  was 
discharged  from  the  Hospital,  entirely  cured.  He  was  advised  for  a  time 
to  have  the  catheter  or  a  bougie  passed  once  a  week,  to  obviate  any 
tendency  to  contraction.  He  was  kept  under  observation  several  months, 
and  every  thing  continued  firm  and  sound. 

Cask  IV.  Cleft  Palate,  In  an  operation  for  staphyloraphy,  I  used 
the  new  suture  apparatus  very  much  to  my  satisfaction.  A  young  man 
set.  20,  was  the  subject  of  a  cleft,  palate,  the  fissure  of  which  occupied 
all  the  uvula  and  the  velum,  and  reached  forward  through  about  two 
thirds  of  an  inch  of  the  bony  palate.  His  speech,  of  course,  was  very 
much  affected,  and  he  was  occasionally  annoyed  by  the  regurgitation  of 
fluids  through  the  nose,  when  he  attempted  to  swallow  them  too  rapidly. 
The  parts  presented  the  usual  appearance  of  wide  separation,  greatly  in- 
creased by  every  action  of  the  levator  palati  muscle,  which,  as  it  lifted 
the  flaps,  also  separated  them  stiU  more  widely.  The  fissure  was  pre- 
cisely in  the  median  line,  the  edges  of  the  opening  were  thick  and  fleshy, 
and  the  case  seemed  therefore  a  very  favorable  one  for  the  success  of  an 
operation.  After  familiarizing  his  throat  for  about  three  weeks,  with  the 
touch  of  instruments,  the  operation  was  performed  on  the  29th  of  March, 
1854. 

The  first  step  was  the  division  of  the  levator  palati  muscle.  This 
-was  done  with  a  knife  with  a  narrow  blade,  cutting  on  its  extremity. 
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*  bent  at  a  right  angle  at  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch  from  the  end,  the 
curve  being  flatwise  of  the  blade.  B7  this  knife  the  incision  was  eaaly 
and  completely  accomplished,  at  the  point  where  the  muscle,  becoming 
tendinous,  is  lost  in  the  fibrous  structure  of  the  velum.  The  velum  of 
course  was  held  tense  during  the  cutting,  with  a  pair  of  forceps.  As 
soon  as  this  was  done,  the  flaps  were  no  longer  influenced  to  any  consid- 
erable extent,  by  any  of  the  muscular  movements  of  the  throat.  The 
second  step  was  to  pare  the  edges  of  the  opening.  This  was  done  with 
a  scalpel,  the  incision  of  the  buccal  membrane  being  carried  forward  on 
the  median  line  of  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  nearly  an  inch  beyond  the 
anterior  extremity  of  the  opening  through  the  bone.  The  next  thing 
was  to  detach  the  flaps  sufficiently  from  the  surface  of  the  bony  palate, 
to  enable  them  to  slide  somewhat  toward  each  other.  This  was  by  fieir  the 
most  tedious,  difficult,  and  painful  part  of  the  operation,  and  was  attended 
with  the  most  troublesome  hemorrhage.  It  was  finally  accomplished 
however,  to  the  extent  of  about  three  fourths  of  an  inch  on  each  side  of 
the  median  incision.  The  flaps  by  this  detachment  were  made  so  free 
that  tlioy  could  be  drawn  together  so  as  to  meet  very  well,  and  at  this 
point  the  sutures  were  applied.  Dr.  Sims,  who  was  present  and  asdsted 
me  in  the  operation,  very  kindly  applied  the  sutures  himself.  Four  su- 
tures were  placed  on  a  single  pair  of  clamps,  which  occupied  the  ante- 
rior flat  portion  of  the  wound ;  while  the  dependent  uvula  was  kept 
together  by  a  single  wire  suture,  secured  with  shot  only.  When  every 
thing  was  arranged,  it  was  found,  that  on  drawing  up  the  clamps,  there 
was  so  much  tension  on  the  flaps  that  it  was  thought  best  to  make  an 
incision  through  the  mucous  membrane  on  each  side,  about  one  inch  in 
length,  as  near  the  alveolar  arch  as  possible,  the  middle  of  the  incision 
being  about  opposite  the  wisdom  tooth.  This  gave  much  greater  free- 
dom to  the  flaps,  and  the  clamps  were  brought  up  snugly  into  place. 
The  patient  bore  the  long  and  painful  operation  with  exemplary  forti- 
tude ;  the  whole  manipulation  lasting  three  hours. 

The  patient  was  placed  in  bed,  and  during  the  flrst  24  hours  he  was 
not  allowed  to  swallow  any  thing,  not  even  a  mouthful  of  water,  nor  to 
speak  a  word  to  any  one. 

March  81.  The  first  soreness  of  the  wound,  which  was  very  consider- 
able, is  passing  away.  He  has  been  allowed  a  few  raw  oysters,  which  he 
swallowed  with  ease,  and  has  drunk  some  milk. 

April  1.  Removed  the  single  wire,  which  has  partly  cut  its  way  out 
of  the  uvula. 
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April  6.  Bemoyed  the  clamps  entire.  The  lower  two  stitches  were 
removed  yesterday,  as  the  forward  pressure  seemed  to  give  them  a  ten- 
dency to  cut  out.  The  whole  line  of  the  wound  appears  to  have  united 
firmly.  A  small  hole  was  noticed  yesterday  through  the  cicatrix,  just 
above  the  uvula,  and  several  points  seemed  disposed  to  ulcerate.  They 
were  touched  lightly  with  nitrate  of  silver,  and  to-day  look  better.  This 
tendency  to  re-ulceration  soon  ceasfed,  but  not  till  another  small  hole  had 
formed  anterior  to  the  one  first  noticed.  These  holes,  however,  as  the 
cicatrix  became  perfected,  gradually  filled  up,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one 
not  large  enough  to  admit  a  probe,  where  the  first  opening  was  observed, 
the  line  of  union  was  perfect  from  one  end  to  the  other.  The  tip  of  one 
of  the  flaps  of  the  uvula  sloughed,  leaving  it  somewhat  irregular  at  its 
free  extremity.  When  the  union  became  firm  and  free  from  soreness,  he 
found  that  his  swallowing  was  very  greatly  improved,  no  regurgitation 
of  fluids  ever  occurring.  His  speech  was  not  at  first  proportionally  bene- 
fited. He  was  directed  to  enunciate  very  carefully,  and  to  practice 
daily  the  words  and  letters  which  were  most  deficient. 

March  1855.  Every  thing  has  remained  firm  and  sound  ;  his  swallow- 
ing is  perfect ;  but  his  speech,  though  he  is  very  careful  and  assiduous  in 
this  practice,  has  not  improved  as  much  as  I  had  hoped  and  expected 
that  it  would.  I  have  encouraged  him  to  persevere,  hoping  that  he 
would  yet  further  improve  by  attention  and  perseverance. 

Casb  V.     Deformity  of  the  upper  lid  from  a  sear.  Mr. set  19, 

years,  called  upon  me  with  a  deformity  of  the  upper  lid  of  his  left  eye, 
which  had  been  produced  by  the  contraction  of  a  scar  of  a  wound  in  that 
region,  received  seven  years  before.  The  eye  itself  was  destroyed  by  the 
original  wound,  and  sunk.  He  wore  a  glass  eye,  which  would  have  looked 
very  well,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  deformity  of  the  lid.  The  wound 
was  situated  at  the  junction  of  the  middle  and  outer  thirds  of  the  lid, 
and  its  direction  was  from  the  free  margin  of  the  tarsus  upward,  and  a 
little  outward  towards  the  superciliary  ridge.  The  contraction  of  the 
scar  had  drawn  up  the  edge  of  the  lid,  so  as  to  make  a  notch  in  its  out- 
line, but  without  any  eversion  or  inversion  of  its  surfaces. 

For  the  relief  of  this  deformity,!  made  two  incisions,  each  commenc- 
ing at  th^  uppermost  point  of  the  band  of  cicatrix,  and  diverging  till  they 
reached  within  two  lines  of  the  edge  of  the  tarsus.  The  tongue  contain- 
ing the  cicatrix  was  then  dissected  from  its  deeper  connections,  beginning 
at  its  upper  point  and  dissecting  towards  the  tarsus,  until  every  thing 
was  freed.    I  was  pleased  to  find  that  this  liberation  of  the  scar  restored 
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the  edge  of  the  lid  to  its  natural  shape.  Allowing  the  tongue  of  integu- 
ment which  had  been  raised,  to  retract  down  towards  the  edge  of  the  lid, 
I  then  drew  together  the  sides  of  the  space  out  of  which  the  tongue  had 
been  removed,  and  secured  them  by  a  single  wire  suture,  shotted  on  each 
side.  This  was  placed  at  the  lower  part  of  the  wound,  and  a  strip  of  ad- 
hesive plaster  above. 

When  this  was  done,  it  left  the  little  tongue  shriveled  to  one-half  its 
original  size,  and  projecting  somewhat  from  the  lower  part  of  the  lid, 
while  the  place  from  which  it  came  was  closed  by  the  shotted  suture, 
by  which  I  hoped  to  secure  primary  union,  so  that  the  tongue  containing 
the  cicatrix  could  not  get  back  to  its  original  position.  No  dressing 
was  applied.  No  undue  inflammation  took  place.  On  the  fifth  day,  I 
found  that  one  of  the  shot  had  buried  itself  under  the  skin ;  and  the  su- 
ture was  therefore  removed,  as  the  union  seemed  firm.  This  should  have 
been  done  the  day  before,  as  the  burying  of  the  shot  gave  me  some  trou- 
ble in  finding  it,  and  led  to  some  injury  to  the  newly  formed  scar.  Every 
thing  went  on  well,  and  on  the  fourth  week,  when  he  went  out  of  town, 
the  line  of  the  tarsus  was  perfectly  straight,  and  all  that  was  noticeable 
was  a  slight  wart-like  protuberance,  where  the  little  tongue  had  shriv- 
eled down.  As  I  was  unwilling  to  snip  off  this  slight  redundancy  until 
all  contracting  had  ceased  about  the  scars,  I  allowed  him  to  go  home, 
expecting  him  to  return  the  next  season.  He  did  not  return,  however, 
next  season,  but  wrote  on  to  say  that  every  thing  continued  satisfactory 
about  the  eye,  in  evidence  of  which,  he  sent  on  his  daguerreotype,  in 
which  it  was  not  easy  to  determine  which  was  the  side  originally 
affected. 

Cabb  VI.  Fatal  case  of  operation  for  venco-vaginal  fistula. 
Bridget  Bulkley,  set.  30,  a  healthy-looking  Irishwoman,  was  admitted 
into  the  New  York  Hospital  October  17th,  1854,  on  account  of  a 
vesico-vaginal  fistula,  from  which  she  had  been  suffering  during  ten 
years.  It  occurred  after  a  tedious  labor,  in  which  instruments  were 
finally  employed.  The  opening  was  well  forward  towards  the  neck 
of  the  bladder,  and  was  of  a  size  sufficient  to  admit  the  end  of  the 
thumb.  The  urethra  was  obliterated,  just  where  it  leaves  the  bladder, 
apparently  by  being  involved  in  the  cicatrix  of  the  anterior  margin  of 
the  opening.  She  has  had  three  children  since  the  accident,  one  about 
three  months  ago,  which  she  is  still  nursing.  Her  health  appeals  in 
eveiy  way  good,  but  she  suffers  dreadfully  from  her  infirmity. 
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Oct.  21.  She  was  placod  under  ether,  and  the  operation  was  per- 
formed in  the  usual  manner,  with  the  clamp  sutures.  Dr.  Sims,  Dr. 
Buck,  and  others,  were  present.  Every  thing  was  finished  satisfactorily, 
the  catheter  was  introduced,  and  the  patient  was  put  into  bed.  Castor 
oil  had  been  given  the  day  before ;  and  now  a  pill  of  opium  was  directed 
to  be  taken  morning  and  evening,  to  prevent  action  of  the  bowels.  The 
baby  was  brought  to  her  occasionally  to  nurse,  that  she  might  not  lose 
her  milk.  Her  diet  was  restricted ;  but,  in  consideration  of  lactation, 
not  made  absolute.  The  next  day,  a  slight  feverishness  showed  itself, 
with  some  delirium  at  night.  These  symptoms,  instead  of  passing  away, 
increased ;  and  on  the  third  day  she  appeared  y&ij  ill.  The  most  care- 
ful examination  could  discover  no  local  pain  or  tenderness,  nor  was  there 
any  thing  which  pointed  to  any  organ  the  inflammation  of  which  might 
account  for  the  general  febrile  action,  except  a  slight  feeling  of  soreness 
on  pressure  over  the  right  hypochondrium.  The  wound  was  inspected, 
and  every  thing  seemed  to  be  in  the  most  favorable  condition.  No  un- 
due swelling  or  soreness  existed,  and  no  purulent  discharge  came  from 
the  parts.  The  urine  flowed  freely,  and  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained* 
presented  no  abnormal  physical  properties.  The  illness  increased  rapidly, 
and  soon  assumed  the  typhoid  aspect,  with  brown  tongue,  sordes  on  the 
teeth,  quick  feeble  pulse,  dull  hearing,  stupor,  and  delirium  at  night. 
She  died  on  the  27th,  six  days  after  the  operation.  No  postmortem 
could  be  obtained.  We  took  pains,  however,  to  know  the  state  of  the 
wound,  up  to  the  day  of  death,  and  could  not  perceive  any  thing  about 
it,  which  did  not  indicate  the  most  favorable  disposition  towards  repair. 
I  confess  that  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss,  in  accounting  intelligently  for 
a  termination  so  unfortunate,  and  so  unexpected.  In  looking  back,  how- 
ever, upon  all  the  circumstances,  I  feel  that  it  ought  to  be  carefully  con- 
sidered, whether,  under  all  unfavorable  conditions  in  which  this  poor 
woman  wasplaced,  as,  a  change  from  her  home  to  the  crowded  wards  of 
a  hospital,  the  diminution  of  her  diet,  the  prolonged  operation,  and  more 
than  all,  the  prolonged  use  of  the  anaesthetic, — ^whether,  I  say,  under  these 
circumstances,  the  condition  of  lactation  was  not  the  unfavorable  ele- 
ment, which  predisposed  to  the  unhappy  and  distressing  termination  of 
a  case,  when  so  good  hopes  might  have  been  entertained  of  entire  impu- 
nity, if  not  of  an  easy  and  perfect  restoration. 
17 
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L  NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 

Begular  {and  aha  Adjourned)  Meetinff^  Feb.  6, 1856.  The  President, 
Dr.  J.  W.  Francis,  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Reid  of  Edinburgh,  was  introduced  to  the  meeting  by  Dr.  Watson. 
The  Academy  then  proceeded  with  the  unfinished  business  of  the  last 
meeting;  the  first  in  order  being  the  election  of  Anniversaiy  Orator, 
when  Dr.  Detmold  was  chosen. 

On  motion,  the  standing  Committees  of  the  last  year  were  unanim- 
ously re-elected.  Dr.  Joseph  M.  Smith  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ethics,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Dr. 
J.  C.  Bliss.  Dr.  Watson  then  waived  the  further  reading  of  his  annual 
address,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

The  next  order  of  business  was  the  inauguration  of  the  officers  of  the 
coming  year.  Dr.  Francis  (b^  the  constitution  this  office  can  be  held 
but  one  year  by  the  same  individual,  without  an  interregnum) — the 
retiring  President — made  a  brief  valedictory  address. 

Dr.  Willard  Parker^  President  elect,  was  then  presented  to  Dr. 
Francis  by  Dr.  R.  S.  Kissam,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  to 
whom  with  flattering  remarks  Dr.  Francis  presented  the  Constitution  of 
the  Academy.  Dr.  Parker  then,  after  briefly  acknowledging  the  com^ 
pliments  paid  him,  expressed  his  high  opinion  of  the  venerable  Doctor, 
and  best  wishes  for  his  prosperity.  Then  taking  his  seat,  he  proceeded  to 
read  his  Inaugural  Address. 

Dr.  Parker  at  the  close  of  his  address,  enumerated  some  of  the  wants 
of  the  Society,  the  first  of  which  was  a  permanent  **  local  habitation"  for 
the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Academy  and  its  Sections,  for  its  library, 
for  a  museum,  rooms  for  lectures,  ^c,  and  advocated  the  speedy  erection 
of  a  suitable  building  for  the  purpose,  and,  as  a  commencement,  the  im- 
mediate purchase  of  a  lot  of  land. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beadle^  it  was  then 

Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Academy  be  given  to  Dr.  Parker,  for 
his  inaugural  Address,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  for  publica- 
tion. Also,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Academy  be  tendered  to  Dr.  Francis 
for  the  able  and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  had  presided  over  its 
deliberations  for  the  past  year  ;  and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  for 
publication,  a  copy  of  his  valedictory  Address. 

Dr.  Beadle  moved  that  so  much  of  the  President's  inaugural  address 
as  referred  to  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  use  of  the  Academy,  be 
referred  to  a  special  Committee  of  three,  for  consideration. 

The  motion  was  amended  by  substituting  "five"  for  "three,"  and 
then  passed.    On  motion,  the  President  and  Secretary  were  made  to  con- 
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atitute  two  of  the  Committee,  the  remainder  to  be  appointed  by  the 
chair. 

The  Committee  on  Admimons^  reported  as  candidates  for  Fellowship 
of  the  Academy,  the  names  of  Dr.  Phillip  O.  Reilly,  of  Oliver  street,  and 
Dr.  Mortimer  G.  Porter,  of  Twenty-sixth  street 

The  Sections  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology^  and  of  Theory  and  Practice, 
reported  in  writing. 

Report  of  the  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  for  1866.  Dr.  J.  G. 
Adams  presented  the  report  of  his  proceedings  for  1865,  which  was  read 
by  Dr.  J.  W.  Qreen.  Diplomas  had  been  duly  forwarded  to  Messrs.  Barthez 
of  Paris,  Rilliet  of  Geneva,  and  Guggenbuhl  of  Abendberg,  Switzerland, 
elected  Foreign  Corresponding  Fellows  during  the  year.  A  letter  from 
M.  Guggenbuhl,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  diploma,  was  read ;  but 
no  communications  have  b«en  received  from  either  MM.  Rilliet  or  Bar- 
thez. M.  G.  urged  the  Academy  to  institute  investigations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Cretinism,  and  offered  to  transmit  his  works  on  that  subject. 
Letters,  soliciting  correspondence  and  an  interchange  of  publications,  had 
also  been  addressed  to  the  Medico  Chirurgical  Society  of  London,  the 
Berlin  Society  of  Physicians,  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Belgium, 
and  the  Medical  Society  of  Vienna,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Academy.  Replies  from  the  Berlin  and  Vienna  Societies  were  read 
at  the  Meeting.  The  transactions  of  the  Academy  had  been  duly  for- 
'warded  to  the  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine,  but  no  communications  had 
been  received  from  that  Society  during  tiie  year.  On  motion,  report 
-was  accepted  and  ordered  on  file. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  having  passed  several  bills,  which 
-were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

Dr.  Holcomh  read  a  paper  upon  a  case  of  supposed  aneurismal  varix. 

Dr.  Horace  Qreen  stated  there  was  present  a  gentleman.  Prof.  Peas- 
lee,  who  was  familiar  with  the  case  reported  in  the  paper,  and  moved 
that  he  be  requested  to  communicate  such  further  particulars  in  regard 
to  it,  as  were  within  his  knowledge.  The  motion  was  carried,  and  Profl 
Peaslee  made  some  remarks,  and  thanked  the  Academy  for  the  oppor- 
tunity afforded  him  of  so  doing. 

After  further  debate,  in  which  Drs.  Detmold,  Holcomb,  and  others 
participated,  the  paper  was  referred  to  the  Section  on  Surgery. 

Jyr,  McNulty  then  read  that  portion  of  the  Mayor's  recent  Message 
having  reference  to  sanitary  matters,  following  it  by  a  preamble  and  a 
«eries  of  resolutions,  which  were  cordially  received  by  the  Academy,  the 
spirit  of  which  was,  that  means  be  taken  that  the  new  Charter  of  the 
City  should  be  so  framed  as  to  make  regularly  educated  men  alone  eligi- 
ble to  places  of  medical  trust  in  this  city — a  provision  similar  to  that  in 
force  respecting  the  State  medical  posts ;  also,  regarding  the  services  of 
physicians  rendered  to  the  city,  tnat  provision  be  made  for  their  legal 
payment. 

The  Resolutions  giving  rise  to  debate,  they  were  subsequently  with- 
drawn by  the  mover,  and  the  following  passed: 
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Resolved^  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  cbair,  to 
ilraw  up  a  memorial  on  the  subject  referred  to,  to  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary,  and  transmitted  to  the  legislature,  on  behalf  of  the 
Academy. 

The  Chair  appointed  Drs.  Griscom,  M'Nulty  and  Blakeman,  the 
Committee  for  this  purpose. 

The  chair  also  announced  as  members  of  the  Building  Committee, 
Drs.  Beadle,  Detmold,  and  Clements. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  a  discourse  by  Rev.  Dr.  Parker,  on 
the  late  Dr.  Bliss — presented  to  the  Academy  by  J.  G.  Adams,  M.  D. 
Ordered  to  be  placed  in  the  Library.  • 


n.    NEW  YORK  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 
Reported  by  E.  Lee  Jones,  M.  D.,  Recordivo  Secretary. 

Regular  Meeting^  Dec.  20,  1855. — The  President,  Dr.  Bolton,  ia 
the  chair. 

Dr.  T,  (7.  Finnell  presented  the  intestineSy  remoTed  from  a  little  boy, 
for  the  purpose  of  alluding  to  the  case,  rather  than  for  any  pathological 
interest.  The  boy  was  five  years  old,  and  was  subject  to  diarrhoea  for  a 
year  and  more.  The  woman  with  whom  he  lived,  was  in  the  habit  of 
severely  beating  the  child,  it  was  stated,  for  two  or  three  hours  at  a  time. 
On  one  occasion,  his  back  was  blistered,  the  whole  surface  being  raw. 
Two  weeks  after  the  last  whipping,  he  died.  Two  days  previous  to  his 
death,  he  fell  against  a  trunk,  striking  his  forehead.  In  consequence  of 
the  rumor  that  his  death  was  caused  by  the  beating,  an  inquest  was  held 
by  the  coroner.  The  autopsy  revealed  congestion  of  the  brain,  and  a 
thin  layer  of  false  membrane  under  the  aracnnoid.  The  intestines  were- 
ulcerated  at  points.  He  attributed  his  death  to  congestion  of  the  brain,, 
induced  by  the  fall. 

Dr.  Finnell  next  exhibited  several  specimens  obtained  from  a  man,  55 
years  of  age,  of  a  feeble  constitution,  at  timefr  having  diarrhoea,  and 
pain  in  right  knee.  About  two  years  ago,  in  crossing  Broadway,  he  was 
knocked  down  by  an  omnibus,  and  sustained  a  fracture  of  the  left  leg,, 
for  which  he  was  treated  at  the  City  Hospital.  Two  days  previous  to 
his  death,  he  was  about  as  well  and  cheerful  as  usual.  He  retired  to  bed 
on  Christmas  eve,  about  nine  o'clock,  complaining  somewhat ;  shortly 
after,  he  got  up  to  use  the  chamber.  He  remained  leaning  against  the 
side  of  the  bed  for  some  minutes,  when  he  was  called  by  his  room-mate ; 
but  receiving  no  answer,  he  approached  him,  and  found  him  dead. 

The  postmortem  examination  disclosed  cancer  of  the  pyloric  extrem- 
ity, and  a  large  ulcer  which  had  perforated  the  coats  of  the  stomach. 
Adhesions  prevented  its  contents  from  passing  into  the  abdominal  cavity. 
He  never  had  vomiting,  or  pain  over  epigastric  region.  The  other  organs 
were  free  from  cancer.  The  right  knee  presented  evidence  of  a  double 
dislocation,  viz. :   the  patella  thrown  outwards  ;    the  internal  condyle 
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-thrown  inwardB — >so  that  the  movement  of  the  Hmb  was  principally  per- 
formed by  the  head  of  the  tibia  and  the  external  condyle. 

Dr.  Peaslee  inquired  if  he  manifested  a  cancerous  diathesis. 

Dr.  Finnell  replied  in  .the  negative. 

Dr.  Peaslee  continued,  that  several  instances  of  malignant  disease  of 
the  stomach  had  come  under  his  observation,  attended  with  no  cancerous 
<;achexy,  or  emaciation.  In  one,  a  man  45  years  of  ac^e,  his  strength  and 
flesh  were  retained  in  a  remarkable  degree,  until  within  two  weeks  of 
his  death.  He  thought  too  much  stress  had  been  placed  upon  the  can- 
cerous .diathesis,  and  emaciation.  Their  absence  is  not  inconsistent  with 
the  existence  of  cancer,  though,  when  present,  they  afford  valuable  assis- 
tance to  diagnosis. 

Dr.  Markoe  presented  for  Dr.  Schapps,  of  Williamsburg,  a  specimen 
of  laceration  of  the  diaphragm.  Dr.  S.,  who  was  present,  would, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Society,  give  an  account  of  the  case. 

Dr.  Schapps  stated  that  there  were  but  few  circumstances  to  relate. — 
The  woman  from  whom  the  specimen  was  obtained,  was  47  years  old, 
of  good  constitution.  While  engaged  in  making  preparations  for  tea, 
she  went  out  for  a  short  time  to  a  grocery.  A  few  moments  after  return- 
ing, she  suddenly  died. 

Postmortem  examination  disclosed  the  organs  healthy.  The  stomach 
ws»  full  of  undigested  food,  the  intestines  very  much  inflated.  The 
•diaphragm  was  lacerated ;  and  in  the  left  cavity  of  the  chest  were 
found  the  large  intestines,  stomach,  and  spleen.  A  large  quantity  of 
blood  in  both  the  abdominal  and  pleural  cavities.  There  was  no  evidence 
of  external  violence. 

Dr.  T.  F,  Cock  instanced  an  analogous  state,  occurring  in  horses  who 
die  of  colic.  He  has  been  assured,  that  a  rupture  of  the  diaphragm 
is  almost  always  observed. 

Dr.  Markoe  thought  we  should  first  ascertain  if  no  violence  had  been 
committed ;  then  we  might  speculate  as  to  the  inducing  cause  of  the 
rupture. 

Dr.  F.  R.  Peaslee  presented  a  case  of  tumor  in  the  brain,  from  a 
patient  58  years  of  age,  an  inmate  of  the  Colored  Home,  admitted  two 
months  since,  with  epileptic  convulsions,  occurring  every  two  or  three 
days.  For  two  days  previous  to  his  death  the  convulsions  were  frequent, 
and  were  followed  by  coma,  which  in  one  instance,  continued  twelve  hours. 

Autopsy,  fourteen  hours  after  death.  Abdomen. — Viscera  all  perfectly 
normal,  with  the  exception  of  diminution  in  the  caliber  of  the  descending 
colon,  and  rectum.  Suprarenal  capsules  thickened,  hardened,  and  en- 
larged, with  tuberculous  deposits.  Kidneys  both  of  normal  appearance. 
Thorax. — Lungs  and  heart  both  normal.  Head. — Membranes  much  thick- 
ened, strongly  adherent  in  many  places  to  the  calvarium.  The  shape  of 
the  head  was  peculiar, — ^face  long,  occiput  short.  A  good  deal  of 
haemorrhage  occurred  on  opening  the  calvarium.  Calcareous  deposit  in 
the  falx  cerebri, — a  piece  of  bone  five  by  two  inches.  A  tumor,  at  least 
(three  inches  in  diameter,  round,  and  quite  hard,  situated  on  the  anterior 
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surfaoe  of  the  left  lobe  of  the  cerebram,  and  imbedded  in  it, — ^trnnor 
Easily  dissected  off  from  the  brain  by  the  fiogers.  On  the  internal 
surface  of  the  calvarium,  over  the  tumor  jast  mentioned,  on  the  left  side, 
was  a  loDg,  flat  exostosis  three  inches  in  diameter,  not  projecting  much 
inwards,  but  corresponding  with  the  depressed  surface  on  the  tumor  before 
mentioned. 

Dr.  Peaslee  remarked  that  the  specimen  on  the  table  had  interested 
him  in  two  respects : 

1.  He  had,  at  a  former  meeting  of  the  Society,  expressed  the  opinion 
that  true  ossification,  as  distinguished  from  mere  calcification,  never  occurs 
except  in  connection  with  periosteum ;  and  that  ossification  of  the  dura 
mater  was  no  exception  to  that  assertion,  since  this  membrane  is  the 
internal  periosteum  (endosteum)  of  the  cranium,  while  it  is  also  one  of 
the  membranes  of  the  encephalon. 

He  now  thought  that  this  proposition  should  be  extended  so  far  as  to 
include  any  structure  composed  mostly  of  white  fibrous  tissue,  and  say 
that  true  ossification  (or  formation  of  true  bone),  may  occur  in  connec- 
tion with  periosteum  or  any  structure  composed  mainly  of  white  fibrous 
tissue,  as  tendons,  aponeuroses,  and  ligaments.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
believed  that,  with  the  exception  of  ovarian  growths,  true  bone  is  formed 
only  in  connection  with  periosteum,  and  with  other  structures  formed 
mostly  of  white  fibrous  tissue.  We  may  discover  a  reason  for  this,  in 
the  t&ct  that  the  same  immediate  principle,  osteine,  exists  in  both  bone 
and  white  fibrous  tissue, — a  principle  convertible  into  gelatine  by  the 
action  of  boiling  water.  Consequently,  the  ossification,  so  called,  of 
arteries,  that  of  or  under  the  arachnoid,  and  of  the  valves  of  the  heart, 
and  under  the  pericardium,  is  not  true  ossification,  but  merely  calcifica- 
tion, made  by  a  deposit  of  the  phosphate  and  carbonate  of  lime, 
together  with  the  phosphate  of  magnesia.  In  the  present  case,  therefore, 
Dr.  Peaslee  found,  on  examination  with  the  microscope,  that  the  deposit 
in  the  falx  cerebri,  was  true  bone,  as  he  had  predicted.  It  is  to  be 
remarked,  also,  that  the  ossification  does  not  extend  upwards  quite  to  the 
superior  longitudinal  sinus ;  as  it  almost  never  does. 

2.  The  tumor  imbedded  in  the  left  hemisphere  would  be  regarded,  at 
first  sight,  as  a  fibrous  tumor,  or  a  cancerous  development  Fibrous  tumors 
are,  however,  exceedingly  rare  in  this  organ.  Indeed,  though  Rokitan- 
sky  admits  the  occasional  existence  of  fibrous  tumors  in  the  brain,  we 
find  a  doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  this  idea  expressed  in  a  recent  work 
on  Pathological  Anatomy.* 

As  the  tumor  had  been  kept  for  some  time  since  the  autopsy.  Dr.  P. 
could  not  rely  implicitly  upon  a  microscopic  examination  of  it.  But  he 
found  elongated  cells  in  the  central  portion  of  it,  which  must  have  been 
the  fusiform  variety  of  cancer  cells,  described  by  Dr.  Donaldson,  of  Bal- 
timore;   unless,   possibly,  they  were  the  fibro-plastic  cells,  sometimes 


*  Jones  &  Sievekiii|r,  p.  266. 
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mifitaten  for  them.  Dr.  P.  did  not  doubt,  however,  on  the  whole,  that 
the  tumor  was  one  of  the  forms  of  cancer. 

The  deposit  of  new  bone  on  the  internal  surface  of  the  os  frontis, 
Dr.  P.  thought  occurred  in  consequence  of  the  shrinking  away  of  the 
brain,  and  to  fill  the  space  vacated  by  it. 

If  it  be  asked  what  was  the  cause  of  the  epileptic  attacks  in  this  case. 
Dr.  P.  thought  that  either  the  tumor,  the  ossification  and  embossed 
condition  of  the  falx  cerebri,  or  the  bone  deposit  on  the  inner  surface  of 
the  frontal  bone, — might  alone  produce  them,  had  there  been  no  other 
reason. 

Dr.  P.  remarked,  however,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  Dr.  S.  P.  White, 
that  he  thought  the  tumor  was  the  first  in  order  of  the  pathological 
epigeneses ;  that  this  caused  an  irritation  of  the  cerebrum,  and  a  conse- 
quent hyperaemia  of  that  part  of  the  encephalon ;  whence  arose  the 
ossification  of  the  falx  cerebri;  and  as  the  shrinking  of  the  cerebrum 
went  on,  the  internal  exostosis  upon  the  os  frontis  occurred,  to  supply  the 
place  of  the  cerebral  substance  within  the  cranium. 

Regular  Meeting^  Jan.  9,  1866. 

Dr.  T,  C,  Finnell  exhibited  an  enlarged  thymus  gland,  removed  from 
a  child  8  months  old,  who  died  of  convulsions,  complicated  with 
hooping-cough.  The  gland  weighs  twenty  drachms,  the  ordinary  weight 
being  but  four  drachms.    There  was  some  congestion  of  the  brain. 

Dr.  Finnell  also  presented  an  enlarged  heart,  weighing  eighteen  ounces, 
with  an  aneurism  of  the  aorta,  on  a  level  with  the  aortic  valves,  covered 
with  patches  of  atheromatous  deposit, — through  the  center  of  one  of 
these  patches,  a,  perforation  occurred.  The  patient,  a  man  46  years  old, 
went  to  bed  seemingly  well ;  in  the  morning  he  was  found  dead.  At 
times,  he  had  suffered  from  dyspnoea,  and  pain  in  the  left  chest.  A  small 
amount  of  blood  was  found  within  the  pericardium. 

Dr.  Clark  observed  that  aneurisms,  occurring  low  down  behind  the 
valves,  were  usuallv  unattended  by  symptoms,  recognized  during  life, 
leading  to  a  suspicion  of  their  existence.  He  had,  at  former  meetings 
of  the  Society,  presented  two  specimens  analogous  to  the  j[)re8ent, — in 
both  of  them  there  were  ruptures. 

Dr.  Gouley  exhibited  the  knee  joint  presented  by  Dr.  Finnell  at  the 
last  meeting.  On  dissection,  he  found  there  was  no  rupture  of  the  ex- 
ternal lateral  ligament,  but  a  rupture  of  the  internal  lateral  ligament. 
The  external  condyle  of  the  femur  was  bare,  its  internal  face  studded 
with  cartilaginous  masses.  The  patella  at  points  covered  with  similar 
masses, — the  inner  half  rested  on  the  external  condyle  or  femur;  the  outer 
portion  was  free.  Crucial  ligaments  healthy.  The  external  semilunar 
cartilage  destroyed  ;  inner  one  normal. 

Dr.  Markoe  remarked  that  the  interesting  point  was,  whether  the  dis- 
location (25  years  since)  was  the  original  injury,  or  subsequent  and 
dependent  on  muscular  action.    He  thought  it  was  due  to  the  first  cause. 

Dr.  Isaacs  presented  a  specimen  of  o%sification  o^  \h^  pleura,  or  rather 
of  the  fibrous  tissue  under  the  pleura.  No  history.  Obtained  from 
dissecting  room. 
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Dr.  Gurdon  Buck  presented  a  iumor^  together  with  the  tongue  and 
fiurrounding  parts.  It  was  obtained  from  a  child  two  years  and  three 
months  old.  It  was  first  noticed  by  the  mother,  at  the  age  of  six  months. 
The  little  patient  was  first  seen  by  vi.  Buck  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1854,  a  remarkably  fine,  healthy,  sprightly  child,  13  months  old.  At 
this  time,  there  was  a  tumor  under  the  tongue,  developed  in  the  folds  of 
the  frenum,  about  the  size  of  a  filbert, — so  elastic  and  tense,  as  to  ren- 
der it  doubtful  whether  it  contained  fluid.  A  few  threads  of  silk  were 
introduced  through  the  growth.  Some  weeks  elapsed  before  the  patient 
was  next  seen.  It  had  much  increased  in  size,  affected  the  speech,  and 
from  the  points  of  insertion  of  the  silk,  was  a  fungous  mass,  closely  con- 
nected with  the  inner  surface  of  the  tongue.  He  now  concluded  to 
attempt  its  removal,  first  explaining  to  the  parents  the  difficulty  and 
danger  of  the  operation,  which  was  commenced  by  passing  a  double 
thread  transversly  through  the  tumor.  He  hoped,  by  breaking  up  the 
adhesions,  and  dividing  the  mucous  membrane,  to  enucleate  the  tumor ; 
in  this,  however,  he  was  disappointed.  By  means  of  a  scalpel  and  the 
finger  nail,  he  removed  the  greater  part  of  it.  It  was  found  impractica- 
ble to  remove  all  of  the  maas ;  a  portion,  situated  deep  in  under  the 
tongue,  remained.  It  was  more  attached  on  the  left  than  right,  and  ex- 
tended to  the  base  of  the  tongue.  The  haemorrhage  was  but  moderate. 
The  parts  healed  kindly. 

On  the  30th  day  of  June,  he  was  again  consulted  by  the  parents. 
In  two  or  three  spots,  the  superior  surface  of  the  tongue  was  elevated 
by  little  tumors,  having  a  pedunculated  neck,  growing  from  its  under 
surface.  It  was  now  proposed  to  ligate  the  lingual  arteries  on  both  sides, 
thus  hoping  to  diminish  the  growth  of  the  tumor,  and'  in  the  event  it 
should  be  deemed  expedient,  then  entire  extirpation  of  the  tongue 
could  be  more  easily  and  safely  performed.  It  was,  however,  concluded  not 
to  subject  the  patient  to  the  operation.  In  a  few  days,  from  Saturday 
to  Wednesday,  a  rapid  and  sensible  increase  of  the  swelling  occurred. 
This,  however,  did  not  continue ;  but  on  the  contrary,  a  remarkable  sub- 
sidence of  the  mass  then  followed.  In  October,  the  growth  protruded 
from  the  mouth,  separating  the  teeth, — the  patient  could  still  swallow 
fluids,  and  his  strength  kept  up.  The  parts  again  collapsed,  and  the 
tongue  receded  within  the  mouth.  In  a  few  weeks,  it  again  protruded. 
On  the  18th  of  December,  it  extended  an  inch  from  the  mouth.  One 
half  had  been  separated  by  sloughing ;  the  other  portion  was  foul  and 
black.  The  stomach  still  maintained  its  powers  of  digestion.  The  child 
died  about  two  weeks  after. 

A'  portion  of  the  tumor,  removed  at  the  first  operation,  was  examined 
by  the  microscope,  and,  as  well  as  he  remembers,  there  were  no  proper 
characteristics  of  cancer  observed.  The  present  specimen  had  been  ex- 
amined by  Dr.  Clark,  who  would  state  the  result  of  his  examination. 

Dr.  Clark  remarked,  the  tumor  evidentl  v  consists  of  two  distinct  parts : 
one  a  white  crust,  resembling  cartilage,  or  considerable  firmness ;  under 
that,  it  was  vascular  and  dark  in  color.    The  external  covering  was  com- 
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posed  of  fibrous  tissue ;  the  other,  of  vessels  and  nucleated  cells.  He 
regarded  it  as  malignant 

Dt,  Clark  presented  the  spinal  chord^  removed  from  a  patient  who 
died  of  hydrophobia.  He  received  it  from  Dr.  Turner,  of  King's  County 
Hospital,  L.  I.,  who  fumii^hcd  the  following  history  of  the  case. 

VomeUtu  Wurffesj  a  German,  aged  22,  was  admitted  to  the  Hospital, 
Saturday  evening,  Dec.  1 Y.  He  had  been  bitten  by  a  dog  on  the  extrem- 
ity of  the  thumb  of  the  left  hand,  on  the  12th  of  November  last. 
According  to  his  statement,  the  teeth  of  the  animal  had  not  broken  the 
skin,  but  had  caused  some  blood  to  collect  under  the  nail,  which  he 
pressed  out  The  dog  was  tied  up  for  two  days,  and  then  let  go  ; 
and  it  is  not  known  whether  he  had  rabies  or  not  The  patient  was 
taken  i)l  on  the  Tuesday  previous  to  admission,  with  chills  and  vomiting. 
Dr.  Andrews,  of  East  New  York,  was  sent  for.  At  first,  he  supposed  it 
to  be  a  case  of  commencing  remittent  fever,  but  discovered  that  the  man 
could  not  drink  or  eat ;  and  that  when  he  attempted  to  do  so,  he  was 
seized  with  spasms. 

At  first,  he  denied  having  been  bitten,  but  at  last  admitted  it,  when 
closely  questioned.  Dr,  Turner  first  saw  him  on  Saturday  afternoon,  in 
company  with  Drs.  Ingraham  and  Andrews.  He  was  walking  about  the 
room,  supported  on  each  side  by  an  assistant  His  limbs  tottered  under 
him,  and  appeared  weak.  He  was  quite  talkative,  face  slightly  flushed, 
tongue  coated,  pulse  120,  and  weak. 

Under  the  nail  which  had  been  bitten,  was  a  blue  mark,  such  as  is 
left  after  a  bruise,  and  the  whole  thumb  was  hot  and  swollen.  He  com- 
plained of  pain  in  the  elbow,  and  the  lateral  regions  of  the  thorax.  He 
made  several  attempts  to  drink  milk,  but  gave  it  up  as  impossible.  When 
brought  to  the  Hospital,  he  expressed  himself  as  feeling  better,  and  drank 
a  spoonful  of  tea,  but  no  sooner  had  it  touched  the  pharynx,  than  he 
sprang  up  from  the  bed  and  gasped  for  breath.  He  explained  the  diffi- 
culty, by  saying  that  his  tongue  had  swelled,  but  nothing  more  than  a 
greater  amount  of  redness  about  the  fauces  could  be  observed,  on  looking 
into  his  mouth.  He  complained  of  pain  when  pressure  was  made  on  the 
larynx,  or  on  the  sides  of  the  neck,  on  a  level  with  the  angle  of  the 
lower  jaw.  The  back  was  blistered  by  applying  for  twelve  minutes,  two 
strips  of  muslin  eighteen  inches  long,  by  two  and  a  half  inches  wide,  spread 
with  vesicating  ammoniacal  ointment,  leaving  about  one  inch  of  the 
median  line  clear,  and  extending  from  the  nape  of  the  neck  downwards. 
The  vesicated  surface  was  dressed  with  an  ointment  containing  gr.  i. 
morph.  sulph.  He  was  quiet  until  9  o'clock,  when  he  became  very  vio- 
lent requiring  three  strong  men  to  hold  him.  He  appeared  suspicious, 
and  afraid  that  the  nurse  intended  to  harm  him  ;  cned  out  that*  they 
were  going  to  murder  him,  and  shouted  out  at  the  top  of  his  voice. 
Watch  I  mad  dog!  mad  dog  I !  While  struggling  with  his  keepers,  he 
seized  one  of  them  by  the  arm  with  his  teeth,  making  an  abrasion  of  the 
cuticle,  and  they  stated  that  through  the  night  he  made  several  attempts  to 
bite  them.     It  was  found  necessary  to  tie  his  feet  together,  and  confine 
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him  to  the  bed,  by  passing  a  sbeet  over  his  chest  and  fastening  it  to  the 
bedstead  on  each  side.  He  continued  in  an  excited  state  throughout  the 
night,  and  up  to  7  o'clock  in  the  morning.  On  Sunday  morning,  he 
was  quiet,  but  much  weaker,  and  evidently  rapidly  failing.  His  pulse 
varied  from  ISO  to  150.  The  conjunctivae  were  injected,  and  the  eye& 
had  a  glossy  expression.  His  face  and  body  were  covered  with  a  profuse 
perspiration,  and  the  feet  were  cold.  He  said  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand 
felt  stiff,  and  the  hands  looked  blue  as  they  do  in  some  cases  when  the 
circulation  is  obstructed.  He  complained  of  pain  at  the  epigastrium. 
From  examination  of  the  part  bitten,  after  death,  it  appeared  most  prob- 
able that  the  dog's  tooth  or  teeth  had  passed  under  the  nail.  When 
raised  in  bed,  he  spat  out  some  tough,  white  mucus.  He  was  so  sensitive 
to  currents  of  air  on  his  face,  that  the  breath  of  those  standing  several 
feet  from  him  brought  on  spasms,  and  he  cursed  them  for  throwing 
thinp  at  him.  No  other  part  of  the  surface  was  very  sensitive  when 
touched  or  blown  upon.  Some  beer  was  brought  to  him  at  his  request, 
and  he  tried  to  drink  it,  but  was  unable  to  get  it  to  his  lips.  There 
seemed  to  be  some  regularity  in  the  occurrence  of  the  spasms,  coming 
on  about  every  half  minute.  Chloroform  by  inhalation  was  tried,  hop- 
ing that  it  would  allay  the  spasmodic  action;  but  he  died  about  12  Nf., 
before  It  could  be  determined  whether  its  administration  would  have 
been  beneficial  or  not.  At  the  postmortem,  all  the  organs  appeared 
healthy,  with  the  exception  of  the  spinal  cord,  and  the  papillae  at  the 
base  of  the  tongue,  and  congestion  about  the  fauces  and  epiglottis. 

[The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to  Dr.  Turner,  for  this  very  in- 
teresting case,  with  the  request  that  he  would  favor  it  with  further 
communications.] 


NEW  YORK  STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  Forty-ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  in  Albany, 
last  month.  The  Society  met  in  the  Common  Council  Chamber,  Tuesday, 
Feb.  5,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M ,  and  continued  in  session  three  days. 

A  large  number  of  permanent  members  and  delegates  were  present. 
The  President  of  the  Society,  Dr.  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  of  Buffalo,  cal- 
led the  Society  to  order  and  read  his  Inaugural  Address,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

Mr.  Blatchford,  from  the  Select  Committee,  read  a  paper  on  the 
subject  of  ^*  Best  and  the  Abolition  of  Pain  in  the  Treatment  of  Disease." 
The  paper  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

Dr.  Howard  Townsbnd  read  a  paper  on  Malignant  Pustule  and 
Scrofulous  Gangrene.  Dr.  Goodssll  spoke  confirmatory  of  the  views 
taken  by  Dr.  Townsend  in  his  paper,  corroborating  them  by  an  interest- 
ing account  of  some  cases  which  had  occurred  in  his  own  practice,  and 
fortunately  with  a  more  favorable  termination.  Referred  to  Committee 
of  Publication. 
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The  President  appointed  a  Committee  to  invite  the  members  of  the 
Medical  Committees  of  the  legislature  to  take  seats  as  honorary  mem* 
bers  during  the  session  of  the  Society.  Several  medical  gentlemen  who 
were  present,  were  invited  to  take  seats  as  honorary  members. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Ebbnezbr  Stbble,  of  Delhi,  Delaware  County,  mem- 
ber of  the  Society,  was  announced  by  letter  from  Dr.  Jacobs.  He  died 
Dec.  8,  1855,  aged  62  years. 

Dr.  Jambs  L.  Phelps,  of  New  York,  read  a  paper  on  "  Mental  and 
Moral  Influences  in  Medicine.''  The  paper  was  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee. 

Dr.  GooDSELL  read  a  paper  on  '*  Foetation."  Referred  to  Committee 
of  Publication. 

The  Treasurer,  Dr.  Van  Olinda,  presented  his  annual  report. 

Dr.  Howard  Townsbnd  invited  the  members  of  the  Society  to  visit 
him  at  his  residence,  No.  15  Elk  street,  on  Wednesday  evening  at  ^ 
o'clock. 

Dr.  Bat  offered  the  following : 

Besolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  invite  both  branches  of 
the  legislature  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Society  on  Wednesday  eve- 
ning, in  the  Assembly  Chamber,  to  hear  the  Annual  Address  of  the 
President,  Dr.  Hamilton.  Subject— Zt/%  and  Character  of  the  late  T. 
Romeyn  Beck,  M.D.,  LL.D. 

Dr.  Staats  gave  an  account  of  a  case  of  small-pox  which  occurred  in 
his  practice,  the  disease  developing  itself  some  six  weeks  aflber  exposure 
to  contagion. 

Dr.  Fisher,  of  Sing  Sing,  read  a  communication  regarding  a  case  of 
cbronic  nephritis,  in  which  the  left  kidney  was  entirely  absorbed.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  of  Publication. 

Dr.  Saundbrs,  from  Committee  to  Investigate  Charges  against  Hobart 
Free  College,  ^c,  made  a  report  relating  to  said  investigation.  The 
report  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

Dr.  Armsbt  repeated  the  invitation  of  the  Governors  of  the  Albany 
Hospital  to  the  members  of  the  Society,  soliciting  them  to  accept  the 
hospitalities  of  the  Governors  of  the  Hospital  that  evening. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Saunders,  from  a  Select  Committee,  read  a  report  on  the 
treatment  of  pneumonia. 

Dr.  Goodrich  remarked  on  the  treatment  of  pneumonia,  verifying 
Dr.  Rush's  assertion,  made  many  years  ago,  that  the  time  would  come 
when  we,  in  our  country,  would  not  bleed  heroically  in  the  treatment  of 
this  disease;  and  he  had  lived  to  see  the  fulfillment  of  Dr.  Rush's 
prophecy. 

Dr.  Blair,  of  Rome,  spoke  of  the  change  in  the  inflammatory  diseases 
since  1807,  when  he  commenced  practice.  Cases  do  not  occur  now,  a& 
then,  requiring  the  use  of  the  lancet. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Saunderb  was  accepted. 

Dr.  Coventry,  from  a  Select  Committee,  read  an  interesting  paper 
on  Tuberculosis,  its  causes  and  treatment,  and  suggested  means  for 
its  prevention. 


S12  Proceedings  of  Societies.  [March, 

Dr.  Van  Burbn  read  a  biographical  sketch  of  Da.  Thomas  Broad- 
HBAD,  a  physician  who  stood  among  the  distinguished  men  of  Ooinmbia 
county.  He  had  considerable  reputation  as  a  surgeon,  though  never 
aiming  to  make  it  a  specialty  in  his  practice.  Dr.  Van  Burbn  had 
been  present  at  several  of  his  capital  operations,  which  were  performed 
with  a  skill  and  dexterity  that  would  reflect  credit  on  a  professor  of  the 
art.  But,  it  is  chiefly  and  particularly  as  a  physician  that  he  acquired 
that  popularity  and  distinction  which  gave  him  an  acknowledged  pre-em- 
inence in  the  profession.  To  this  department  he  directed  all  the  energies 
of  his  vigorous  mind.  He  commenced  practice  in  1700,  and  died  in 
1855,  at  the  age  of  65  years. 

Dr.  March  read  a  paper  on  encysted  tumors,  and  related  cases  which 
had  come  under  his  observation.  He  gave  an  account  of  one  case, 
where  the  tumor  was  within  the  lower  jaw,  and  exhibited  the  half  of  the 
jaw,  which  he  removed,  in  order  to  remove  the  whole  of  the  tumor. 
Referred  to  Committee  of  Publication. 

Dr.  Coventry  ofl^ered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted: 
Beiolved^  That  the  Society  have  heard  with  regret  of  the  death  of 
their  former  associate,  Dr.  Henrt  Mitchell,  a  permanent  member  of 
the  Society,  who  was  long  distinguished  for  his  skill  as  a  surgeon,  his 
energy  and  decision  of  character,  and  his  undeviating  •  firmness  in  sus- 
taining the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  medical  profession. 

Resolved^  That  Dr.  Augustus  Willard  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
biographical  sketch  of  Dr.  Mitchell,  for  the  Society  at  its  next  meeting. 
Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  family  of 
Dr.  Mitchell. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  offered  similar  resolutions  relative  to  the  death  of 
Dr.  McClelland,  of  Columbia  county. 

Dr.  Covbntry  presented  the  following,  which  was  also  adopted : 
Whereas,  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society  otf  the  first  Tuesday  of 
February,  185Y,  will  be  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  organization ; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Comitia  Minora  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  celebrating  in  a  suitable  manner  an  event  so  important  in  the  annals 
of  the  Society  as  its  semi  centennial  meeting. 

Dr.  Brinsmade  offered  resolutions  lelative  to  procuring  statistics  of 
diseases  throughout  the  State.  Dr.  Orton,  of  Broome  county,  offered 
as  a  substitute,  similar  resolutions.  They  were  at  length  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Brinsmade,  Orton,  and  Saunders. 
The  hour  having  arriv^,  the  Society  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
officers,  with  the  following  result : 

President — Alden  March,  of  Albany.  Vice  President — Chas.  S. 
J.  Goodrich,  Brooklyn.  Secretary — Howard  Townbbnd^  Albany. 
Treasurer — John  V.  P.  Quackbnbush,  Albany. 

Censors — Southern  District — ^Drs.  Van  Buren,  Foster,  Rockwell ;  Mid- 
dle District— Drs.  McCall,  Willard,  Burr ;  Western  District-Drs.  Thomp- 
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son,  Stearns,  Burwell ;  Eastern  District — Drs.  Staats,  Brinsmade,  Mc- 
Naughton. 

Committee  of  Correspondence — ^First  District — Dr.  AIodzo  Clark; 
Second— Dr.  Thomas  W.  Blatchford  ;  Third— Dr.  John  H.  Wheeler; 
Fourth — Dr.  Hiram  Coriiss ;  Fifth — Dr.  Guiteau  ;  Sixth — Dr.  J.G.  Orton  ; 
Seventh— Dr.  J.  Kneeland ;  Eighih— Dr.  Jas.  P.  White. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  permanent  members:  First 
District — Drs.  James  L.  Phelps,  Horace  Green  ;  Second — Drs.  John 
Demarest,  D.  C.  Winfield ;  Third— Drs.  Howard  Townsend,  Elbridge 
Simpson  ;  Fourth — Drs.  Jacob  G.  Snell,  Abram  Hawn ;  Fifth — Drs.  D. 
P.  Bissell,  Peter  McNaughton;  Sixth — Drs.  John  G.  Orton,  Jotham 
Purdy ;  Seventh— Drs.  J.  V.  Kendall,  J.  P.  Dunlap ;  Eighth— Drs. 
Fred.  F.  Backus,  Armstrong. 

Honorary  Members — ^Drs.  Samuel  E.  Gross,  Kentucky ;  Charles 
Hooker,  Connecticut. 

Committee  of  Publication — Drs.  McNaughton,  Hun,  Townsend. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  nominated  for  Honorary  Members : — 
Dr.  N.  D.  Benedict,  of  Florida ;  Dr.  Hunter,  of  London  ;  Dr.  Isaac 
GooDSELL,  of  Connecticut. 

Delegates  to  American  Medical  Association, — Drs.  Thomas  Spencer, 
Howard  Townsend,  Thomas  W.  Blatchford,  Samuel  Shumway,  George  W, 
Bradford,  Frank  A.  Hamilton,  Simeon  Snow,  Alden  March,  Brimsmade, 
Coventry. 

Dr.  Fishe'r,  of  Sing  Sing,  presented  the  following,  which  was  unan- 
imously adopted  ; 

Whereas,  Prof.  Theodore  Rombyn  Beck,  of  the  city  of  Albany, 
who  for  thirty-nine  years  has  been  a  prominent  member  of  this  Society, 
and  for  several  terms  the  distinguished  President  of  the  same,  whose 
"  Transactions  "  from  its  origin  to  the  present  time  have  been  enriched  by 
his  erudite  communicatigns,  its  members  encouraged  by  his  noble  ex- 
ample, and  who,  since  our  last  meeting  has,  after  a  long  illness,  been 
removed  by  death ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  T.  R.  Beck,  the  State  Medical 
Society  has  lost  one  of  its  most  valuable  members,  the  Faculty  of  the 
Albany  College  one  of  their  main  pillars  of  strength,  the  medical  pro- 
fession of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  world 
at  large,  one  of  the  most  devoted,  indefatigable,  and  earnest  promoters 
of  medical  science. 

Resolved^  That  the  Deaf,  the  Dumb,  the  Insane  have  lost  their  most 
faithful  friend ;  the  cause  of  education,  and  the  public  generally,  one  of 
its  greates^t  benefactors. 

Resolved^  That  we  feel  deeply  this  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence, 
and  sympathize  profoundly  with  his  family  and  friends  in  their  great 
affliction. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the 
family  of  the  deceased. 

Dr.  Kneeland  presented  the  following : 
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Besclved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  are  due  to  Dr.  Van  Olinda, 
for  the  faithful  manner  in  which  he  has  for  many  years  served  as  an 
officer  of  the  Society,  and  that  the  Society  regrets  that  from  ill  health 
he  declines  to  continue  in  office. 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  Dr.  Van  Olinda. 

The  President  of  the  Society,  Dr.  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  delivered  the 
Annual  Address,  the  subject  of  which  was,  ^  Life  and  Character  of  The- 
ODORIC  ROMSTN  BsGK,  M.  D.,  LL.  D. " 

Dr.  Goodrich  presented  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  eminently  due,  and  are 
hereby  tendered,  to  the  President,  Dr.  Hamilton,  for  his  interesting  and 
truthful  delineation  of  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  late  Dr.  Bbok,  and 
that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  to  the  Committee  of  Publi^tioOf 
for  the  Transactions  of  the  Society. 

The  Address  occupied  over  an  hour,  and  was  listened  to  with  great 
interest  by  a  large  audience. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Dr.  H.  M.  Conger,  which  was 
accepted,  and  the  Committee  of  which  he  is  Chairman  was  directed  to  be 
continued. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  be  recommended  to  the 
Begeuts  of  the  University  for  the  Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  in  Medi- 
cine ;  Hiram  Adams,  of  Onondaga  County ;  Silas  West,  of  Bingham- 
ton;  Samuel  J.  Swalm,  of  Brooklyn;  Medina  Preston,  of  Oneida 
County. 

Dr.  Brinbmade,  from  the  Committee  relative  to  procuring  vital  sta- 
tistics, reported  in  favor  of  arranging  blanks  with  diseases  ciassified,  to  be 
sent  to  Secretaries  of  the  several  County  Societies,  for  their  members. 
The  Committee  will  at  an  early  day  prepare  a  suitable  form  for  the 
Publishing  Committee. 

Dr.  Derino  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas^  We,  as  members  of  the  medical  profession,  are  almost  daily 
compelled  to  realize  the  inadequacy  of  our  public  as  well  as  private  asy- 
lums for  the  insane,  to  accommodate  large  numbers  of  those  who  should 
at  any  time  be  able  to  find  access  therein  ;  and 

Whereas^  This  inadequacy  deprives  recent  cases  of  insanity  of  the 
most  certain,  and  often  of  the  only  hope  of  recovery ;  therefore, 

Resolved^  That  we  deem  it  our  duty  not  only  as  guardians 
of  the  health  of  those  committed  to  our  care,  but  also  as  membeis 
of  a  Christian  community,  to  make  known  our  opinion  on  this  subject, 
and  in  the  name  of  suffering  humanity  to  call  upon  our  legislators,  not 
to  delay  to  furnish  for  this  most  afflicted  portion  of  their  fellow-beings 
additional  accommodation,  absolutely  necessary  for  their  restoration. 

A  Committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  McNaughton,  March,  STAAT8,and 
Saunders,  were  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Committee  of  the  legisla- 
ture on  this  subject 

Dr.  Saunders  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted. 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Publication  be  directed  to  procure 
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of  the  owaer  of  the  engraving  of  Dr.  Bxok,  a  sufScient  number  of  copies 
to  supply  all  the  copies  of  the  present  volume  of  the  Transactions. 

The  Society  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Local  Committee  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Sci- 
ence, to  be  neld  in  Albany  during  the  third  week  of  August  next 

A  resolution  by  Dr.  Blatchford  was  adopted,  by  which  a  change 
shall  be  made  in  the  by-laws,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  election  of  honor- 
ary and  permanent  members. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Armsbt,  a  Special  Committee  of  nine  was  appointed 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  the  semi-centennial  meeting 
of  the  Society.  The  following  constitute  the  Committee :  Drs.  Armsby, 
P.  McNaughton,  Hun,  Townsend,  Cogswell,  Staats,  Quackenbush,  Wil- 
lard,  Vanderpool. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  inviting  the  members  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  to  attend  the  semi-oentenuial  celebration  of  the 
Society. 

The  Committees  on  voluntary  communications  which  have  not  report- 
ed, as  also  the  Senatorial  Committees,  were  continued. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

I&ililiogrttfjitfll  Eotra. 

Principles  of  Human  Physiology^  with  their  chief  applications  to  Psych- 
ology, Pathology,  Therapeutics,  Hygiene,  and  Forensic  Medicine,  by 
William  B.  Carpenter,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  F.  G.  S.,  Prof.  Med.  Juris- 
prudence in  UniviBrsity  College,  London,  <fec.,  Ac.  A  new  American 
from  the  late  London  edition,  with  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  illus- 
trations. Edited,  with  additions,  by  Francis  Gurnet  Smith,  M.  D., 
Prof.  Inst  Med.,  Med.  Department  of  Penn.  College,  <bc.  Philadel- 
phia: Blanchard  (fe  Lea,  1855,  pp.  902. 

No  BETTER  proof  is  needed  of  the  favor  with  which  the  works  of  Dr. 
Carpenter  are  received,  than  the  demand  for  new  editions  of  them.  Only 
about  three  years  have  elapsed  since  we  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  a 
new,  fifth,  American  edition  of  the  work  before  us,  and  our  author  expres- 
ses in  his  preface  to  the  present  one,  his  thanks,  **  for  the  flattering  tes- 
timony which  the  very  extended  use  of  his  *  Human  Physiology '  by 
his  brethren  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  has  borne  to  its  merits. "  To 
enable  him  to  make  additions  of  new  matter  to  the  present  edition, 
required  by  the  progress  of  science,  our  author  has  transferred  from  the 
"  Human  "  to  the  **  General  Physiology  "  such  portions  of  the  former 
as  he  could  with  propriety  incorporate  with  the  latter.  In  accordance 
with  this  plan,  those  parts  in  the  last  edition  of  this  work  which  included 
a  summary  of  Animal  Chemistry,  and  of  the  Structure  and  Actions  of  the 
Animal  Tissues,  amounting  in  all  to  about  240  pages,  have  been  omitted 
from  the  present  edition.    But,  on  the  other  hand,  additions  have  been 
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made  to  the  amount  of  about  TO  pages,  and  many  portions  have  been  re- 
written, and  new  matter  introduced,  with  little  or  no  increase  of  bulk. 
For  the  many  changes  and  improvements  which  have  been  made,  we 
must  refer  to  the  preface  to  this  edition.  No  fewer  than  82  wood  engrav- 
ings, which  illustrate  the  structure  of  Primary  Tissues,  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  his  '*  General  Physiology  ;'*  while  forty-six  new  ones  have  b^n 
introduced,  mostly  taken  from  the  works  of  Prof.  Edlliker  and  Prof. 
Wagner.  The  changes  which  have  been  made  in  this  edition  are  such 
as  to  render  it  almost  a  new  work. 

The  American  editor,  Prof.  F.  G.  Smith,  has  added  little  beyond  an 
occasional  illustration  of  the  text,  or  notices  of  more  recent  discoveries, 
published  since  the  issue  of  the  English  copy.  New  woodcuts  have  been 
introduced  in  addition  to  those  incorporated  by  the  author  in  the  prep- 
aration of  the  sheets  for  this  American  edition  ;  thus  still  more  enhanc- 
ing its  value.  We  agree  with  Dr.  S.  in  the  confident  belief  "  that  the 
present  will  more  than  sustain  the  enviable  reputation  already  attained 
by  former  editions,  of  being  one  of  the  fullest  and  most  complete  treatises 
on  the  subject  in  the  English  language. " 

History  of  the  American  Medical  Association^  from  its  Organization  up 
to  January^  1856.  By  N.  8.  Davis,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Prin.  and  Pract 
Med.  and  Clin.  Med.  in  Hush  Med.  Coll. ;  Member  of  Aroer.  Med. 
Assoc,  Ac.  &c.  To  which  is  appended  Biographical  Notices,  with 
portraits  of  the  Presidents  of  the  Association,  and  of  the  author.  Ed- 
ited by  8.  W.  Butler,  M.  D.  Philadelphia :  Lippincott,  Grambo  k 
Co.,  1856.   pp.  191. 

The  papers  giving  a  history  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  ex- 
tending to  the  Seventh  Annual  Meeting,  at  8t.  Louis,  which  first  ap- 
peared in  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter^  now  the  Medical  and 
Surgical  Heporter,  are  presented  to  us  in  the  form  of  a  book  here, 
by  the  estimable  and  industrious  editor  of  that  Journal,  and  will 
be  welcomed  by  many  members  of  the  Association  who  may  not  have 
seen  Ihem  as  first  published.  The  author  has  now  given  his  name, 
which  was  before  withheld;  and  all  will  recognize  him  as  one  well 
qualified  for  the  task  which  he  has  imposed  upon  himself,  and 
indeed,  as  entitled  to  the  paternity  of  the  enterprise  in  which  he  has 
always  taken  so  deep  an  interest,  and  which  has  thus  far  been  crowned 
with  so  much  success.  The  work  contains  the  portraits  of  Drs.  Enight, 
Chapman,  Stevens,  J.  C.  Warren,  Mussey,  Moultrie,  Wellford,  and  Pope, 
former  Presidents  of  the  Association,  and  of  its  author,  with  short  bio- 
graphical sketches  of  them  all.  Some  of  the  portraits  are  very  good 
likenesses,  and  none  of  them  fail  in  giving  a  fair  idea  of  those  whom 
they  represent.  Both  author  and  writer  have  done  good  service  to  the 
profession  in  thus  furnishing,  in  a  permanent  and  accessible  form,  this 
history  of  the  Association,  to  which  many  of  its  members  will  be  glad 
to  refer,  and  at  the  same  time  refresh  their  memories  with  the  linea- 
ments of  the  worthies  who  have  been  called  to  preside  over  its  meet- 
ings. 
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Materia  Mediea^  or  Pharmacology  and  Therapeutics.  By  William 
TuLLT,  M.  D.  Vol.  1,  No  14,  Dec^  1853.  Springfield,  Mass. :  Pub- 
Ikhed  by  Jefferson  Church,  M.  D.  1855. 

The  present  No.  of  Dr.  Tally's  work  brings  us  to  the  close  of  the 
pro^m  to  the  Narcotics^  and  to  the  commencement  of  the  class  Eree- 
thisiiea^  or  articles  which  produce  a  preternatural  degree  of  activity,  and 
an  augmented  exertion  of  the  powers  and  energies  by  which  any  func- 
tion is  discharged. 

A  Practical  Chart  of  Auscultation  and  Percussion,  for  the  use  of 
Students,  By  T.  Gaillard  Thomas,  M.  D.  S.  S.  <k  W.  Wood,  261 
Peari  St 

Dr.  Thonms  has  rendered  an  essential  service  to  students,  by  present- 
ing them  in  a  well-executed  chart,  a  clear  and  condensed  view  of  the 
chants  of  sound  met  with  in  daily  experience,  accompanying  morbid 
conditions  of  the  heart  and  lungs,  showing  the  connections  of  these 
changes  with  their  several  morbid  states,  their  mode  of  production,  what 
the  different  sounds  resemble,  <!^c.,  <fec.,  to  which  the  practitioner  will  also 
often  find  it  convenient  to  refer. 

[Other  notio«8  deferred  for  want  of  roomj 


DoMBsna  CoOege  af  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Dr.  Thomas  Cock,  form- 
erly Vice  President  of  this  Institntion,  has  been  appointed  President,  in  the 
place  of  Dr.  A.  H.  Stevens,  whose  resignation  was  announced  in  a  former  num- 
Der ;  and  Dr.  Edward  Delafield  has  been  chosen  Vice-President,  in  the  place  of 
Dr.  Cock. 

New  York  Eye  Infirmary,  We  see  by  the  Thirty-fifth  Annual  Report  of 
thia  excellent  and  time-honored  Charity,  that  2,662  patients  with  diseases  of 
the  eye,  and  400  with  diseases  of  the  ear,  have  been  prescribed  for  at  the 
Infirmary  during  the  past  year,  making  a  total  of  3,052  patients.  The  entire 
nnmber  of  patients  since  the  fonndation  of  the  Infirmary,  in  August,  1820,  is 
61,680.  The  amount  expended  during  the  past  year  (exclusive  of  rent),  b 
about  eight  hundred  dollars.  The  handsome  and  commodiouB  new  building 
of  the  institution,  at  the  corner  of  Second  Avenue  and  Thirteenth  street,  is 
rapidly  approaching  completion,  and  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  occupation  on 
the  first  of  next  month.  Thurty-six  thousand  dollars  have  been  expended  on 
the  ground  and  building ;  and  about  eleven  thousand  dollars  are  still  needed  to 
complete  the  establishment,  and  enable  it  to  commence  operations  at  its  new 
site  entirely  free  from  debt,  which  we  trust  it  will  be  enabled  to  do  so. 

New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  The  Third  Annual  Report  of  this,  among 
the  youngest  of  the  Charities  of  our  city,  informs  us  that  1202  have  been  under 
treatment  by  its  surgeons  for  diseases  of  the  eye,  during  the  past  year,  at  a 
eost  less  than  91)000,  including  rent,  board  of  patients,  some  additional  fumi- 
tnre,  and  a  bill  of  medicines  of  over  $100,  due  for  the  preceding  year.  The 
whole  nnmber  of  beneficiaries  now  amounts  to  3,632.  The  Board  of  Direr* 
18 
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toft  h*T6  not  yet  eolleeted  tb«  whole  of  the  snin  reqniifte  to  enliile  them  to 
the  tppropriAtiott  of  $5^0  from  the  Blate,  for  the  parpoee  of  eractiAf  a  build- 
ing  for  the  Hospital,  but  hope  eoon  to  be  able  to  do  so. 

WrnnatCt  Hospital.  The  first  aniUFersary  of  this  young  bnt  most  deeerr- 
ing  Charity,  was  held  on  the  9th  ult  An  tAdret^s  was  deTivered  on  the  ooe»- 
sion  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Francis,  the  President  of  t  le  Board  of  Trostees,  giving  a 
history  of  the  society  from  its  origin,  and  a  sketch  of  its  practical  resalto  dor- 
ing  the  year;  and  remarks  were  also  made  by  Drs.  Mott,  Stev«ns»  DelaficM,  and 
also  by  several  others,  not  belonging  to  the  profession.  The  bcntding  at  pfM* 
ent  is  in  MadiM>n  Aireone,and  accommodates  forty  patients.  It  has  had  anoot 
seventy  patients,  twenty.foar  of  them  have  been  dtseharged  curvd,  many  of 
Ihem  Hnffering  under  forms  of  dinease,  bevond  the  reach  of  enrgieal  bkili 
notil  the  discoveries  and  labors  of  Dr.  Sims  brought  them  relief;  beaklea  many 
out-door  cases  not  enumerated.  It  ia  supported  at  a  cost  of  about  $600  a 
month.  Committees  were  appointed  to  secure  the  requisite  pecunbry  aid  for 
the  association,  and  to  present  its  claims  to  the  municipal  authorities  of  th« 
eity,  and  the  legislature  of  the  State.  The  applications  for  treatment  are  nn- 
meroos,  and  we  trust  that  speedy  and  ample  aid  in  proaecution  of  ita  worthy 
object  will  be  realized. 

CcniumjUiim  HotpiUtl-^The  Trustees  of  this  institution  have  presented  a 
petition  asking  for  aid  from  the  State  to  the  amount  of  $30,000,  un  condition 
that  a  like  »um  be  raised  by  private  embscription,  upon  the  receipt  of  which 
they  will  proceed  to  select  a  aite,  and  ereet  there<»n  the  necessary  buiJdinga. 

Ward^s  Island  HospiiaL — From  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner*  of 
Emigration,  we  learn  that  1 1.632  patients  were  oared  for  in  this  Hoi«pital  during 
the  year  1866;  of  this  number,  1,043  died,  9,713  were  discharged  cured  or 
relieved,  and  776  were  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

New  York  Dispensary,^From  the  Annual  Report,  we  learn  that  39  664 
patients  received  the  benefits  of  this  institotioo  during  the  paatyear;  leas 
than  the  previous  year  by  6,498.  Of  this  large  number,  only  166  deaths  o*> 
carred,  the  year  having  l>een  one  of  remarkably  good  health. 

JlfartYie  Hospital^  Stolen  hland, — At  this  institution,  during  the  past  year, 
1072  patienta  were  received,  being  about  half  the  number  admitted  during  the 
two  previona  years.  This  was  mainly  owing  to  the  very  small  number  of  emi- 
grants arriving  at  this  port  On  the  firat  of  Jan.,  1866,  there  were  only  93 
patienU  in  the  UospiUl. 

Bydropathie  Medical  College. — A  bill  has  been  introduced  into  the  lesft- 
lature  of  the  State  to  incorporate  a  Hydropathic  Medical  College  in  this  cTty. 

Albany  Medical  College. — ^Tbe  donations  to  the  Albany  Medical  College 
have  amounted  to  $76,000.  Of  this  sum,  $60,000  have  been  expended  in 
buildings,  land,  and  for  the  support  of  the  institutidn  during  the  four  years  of 
its  existence — leaving  a  surplus  of  $26,000.  Thirty  gentlemen  of  Albany 
contributed  to  Its  permanent  endowment  $1,000  each. 

Asylum  for  Inebriates. — A  petition  is  before  the  Magaachusetts  Legislature, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  an  Asylum  for  Inebriates,  wherein  Uiey  may 
receive  such  treatment  as  shall  restore  them  to  soundness  of  health  and  asnity 
of  mind;  and  aUo  to  aSbid  such  facilities  as  ahall  render  the  aaylum  a  self- 
supporting  institution. 

New  Work  by  Dr.  A.  Flint. — Dr.  Hamilton,  in  his  inaugural  addreas  before 
the  State  Medical  Society,  states  that  Dr.  Flint  has  now  in  press,  and  nearly 
ready  for  publication,  an  elaborate  and  entirely  original  treatise  on  AosoulU- 
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ti«D»eontiitiDg  of  aoOpagM  oetavo,  wbkh  will,  w%  \ulw9  no  doabt,  as  he  aaTH, 
add  new  booon  to  b»  alraadiy  diaUiigaiHhed  name* 

H»vard  Medical  Co2%&^The  Harvard  Colle^re  Medical  Board  has  amen- 
ded ito  rulM  so  as  to  require  that  ever j  eandidat-)  for  the  degree  of  M.  D.  shall 
have  attained  the  age  of  twentj-one  years;  shall  have  parsned  a  three  years* 
coarse  of  study  with  a  regular  physician;  and  have  attended  two  courses  of 
lectures  by  each  of  the  Professors,  or  one  course  with  an  equivalent  in  some 
other  mstitution. 

OvariaUmy. — Dr.  Dunlap,  of  Ohio,  has  lately  removed  a  ovarian  tumor, 
which  weighed  sixty  pounds.  On  the  seventeenth  day,  the  patient  was  doing 
well. 

VMneo-Vaginal  Fulttk^-The  Western  Lancet^  Feb.,  1856,  contains  the 
history  of  a  cmie,  in  which  the  operation  was  successful iy  performed  by  Dr. 
S.  D.  Thomas,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  in  the  wioter  of  1861-63.  The  patient, 
after  sufforiog  from  the  inconvenience  about  three  years,  consented  to  be  op* 
erated  on.  The  fisitula  was  found  to  be  at  the  fundus  of  the  bladder,  and  large 
oiough  to  admit  two  fingers.  Without  any  previous  knowledge  of  the 
■leihtfd  adapted,  and  so  successfully  practiced,  hy  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims,*  he  pro- 
deeded  to  operate  in  very  nearly  the  same  manner,  n^lng  the  silver  wire, 
Bgatures,  the  leaden  bar,  shot,  dtc,  as  shown  by  several  woodcuts.  The 
patient  was  effeotually  cured;  havbg  since  the  operation,  given  birth  to  a  child 
without  return  of  the  fistula. 

A  Ward  in  Sea»<nL-^^nT  brethren  in  the  West  are  complaining  of  sundry 
kdividuala  under  the  title  of  M.  D.,  who  are  traveling  about  the  country  sell- 
faig  what  they  style  the  *"  Brompton  HospiUl  Inhaler,**  and  **  BrompUm  Hop- 
vUal  Inhaling  Fluid,  **  ^  ptepared  according  to  the  original  formula.  *'  For  the 
inhaler,  which  is  a  common  tin  vessel  and  tube,  with  two  small  bottles  of 
inhaling  fiuid,  they  charge  the  moderate  sum  of  twenty  dollars ;  for  an  extra 
2  ox.  vial,  three  dollars. 

EmtUnonqf  Pumpkin  Seed*  as  a  Remedy /or  the  Expulsinn  of  Tania  Lata, 
—In  several  of  our  more  recent  exchaogei*,  we  find  cases  reported  in  which 
pumpkin-seed  lea  was  effectually  employed  for  the  removal  of  this  worm. 
The  following  is  the  formula  used  by  Dr.  Hunt,  of  Buffalo.  Take  of  the 
seeds  of  the  pumpkin,  |  ij.,  bruise  in  a  mortar,  and  add  enough  of  boiling  wa- 
ter to  make  eight  ounces:  this  is  to  be  drunk  at  once,  and  in  two  houn  after, 
a  full  dose  of  castor  oil. 

FoKXioir.  Dr.  Marshall  Hafi.— This  distinguished  physiologist  has  been 
•lected  a  corresponding  member  of  the  French  Academv  of  Sciencet*,  Section 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  The  other  candidates  were  Rokiransky,  Christison, 
mberi,  and  Chelius,  a  strontf  band  of  competitor^.— — M.  Bernard  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Chair,  at  the  College  de  France,  vacated  by  the  death  of  the 
eelebraied  M.  Magendie.-^— — Mr.  Fergusson  has  been  appointed  surgeon  ex- 
traordinary to  the  Queen  of  England. 

We^ly  Mortality.  Citt.— For  the  week  ending  Feb.  2rf.,  1866,  336  :— 
Consumption,  46 ;  apoplexy,  6 ;  congestion  of  lungs  9 ;  pneumonia,  22  ;  croup, 
18;  scarlet  fever,  19;  measles,!  ;  whooping  cough,  6 ;  small-pox,  4;  typhoid 
fever,  4.  JPor  the  tceek  ending  Feb.  9^^,377: — Consumption,  49;  apoplexy, 
2;  congestion  of  lungs,  11;  pneumonia,  17;  croup,  17;  scarlet  fever,  40; 
measles,  2 ;  whooping  cough,  1 ;  small-pox,  6 ;   typhus  fever  (including  '*  ty- 

*  Da  8.'s  paper  was  published  in  the  same  ysar,  and  about  the  saaae  time. 
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photd"),  6.  F<rr  the  wedc  ending  Fdf.  ISA,  377 :— ConaamptioD,  44;  bron- 
ehitis,  10  ;  pDeumonia,  24;  eroap,  13;  scarlet  fever,  30 ;  meaalea,  3 ;  erysipelas, 
6;  wbooping  eoQgh,4;  80iall-pox,9;  typhua  fever,  2.  For  the  weekending 
Fe&  33(2.,  387  z^Apoplezy,  10;  cocaataptioa,  63;  bronchitia,  12 ;  paeumonia, 
14;  croup,  14;  acarlet  fever,  34 ;  meaale8,5;  eryaipelaa,  3;  whooping  cough, 
8 ;  amall-pox,  7;  typhua  fever  (includiog  '*  typhoid**),  6. 

Weekly  Comparison  of  the  Weather  and  Deaths  in  the  ct/y,  for  the  first  eight 

weeks  of  \S5e, 
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The  past  wiater  h&a  been  much  colder  and  drier  than  usual.   The  uniform 
ratio  of  dryneaa,  aa  shown  in  the  9th  columD,i8  worthy  of  remark. 
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DiBD,  In  thia  city,  Feb.  22,  in  the  41  at  year  of  hia  age,  of  disease  of  the 
heart  and  albuminuria,  John  H.  Whittaker,  M.  D  ,  formerly  Profesaor  of 
Anatomy  in  the  New  York  Medical  College. — At  Oram,  Alleghany  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Feb.  12,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Stillwell,  aon  of  S.  B.  Sdllwell,  Brooklyn,  L.  I. — At 
Spuvten  Dayvel,  N.  Y.,  at  the  residence  of  hia  aon,  Feb.  22,  Milo  L.  North, 
M.  D.,  of  Saratoga  Springe,  N.  Y.  aged  66  veir!i. — At  Peterabursh,  Va.,  Dec. 
6,  18.56,  in  the  40th  year  of  hif«  age,  John  Frederick  Peebles,  M.  D  .,0De  of 
the  Editors  of  The  Virginia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  aod  favorably 
known  aa  a  medical  writer.  The  Petersburgh  Medical  Faculty,  of  which  Dr. 
P.  wa!)  one  its  brightest  ornaments,  have  adopted  resolutions  expressive  of 
grief  at  his  loss,  and  of  respect  for  his  memory. — Suddenly,  Jan  30,  of  disease 
of  the  heart,  at  his  late  residence  in  Bennington,  Vermont,  Dr.  Hbmar  Swift, 
in  the  63d  year  of  hi.s  afire,  father  of  Dr.  H.  S.  Swift,  of  this  city.  Dr.  Swift 
waa  an  alumnus  of  Middlebury  College,  of  the  class  of  1811,  and  one  of  the 
earliest  graduates  in  ibe  medical  department  of  Yale  College.  Hia  native 
benevnlence  and  urbanity  in  all  hia  profesnional  deportment,  gave  him  a  high 
place  in  the  respect  and  the  affections  of  his  patients  and  their  friends.  As  a 
medical  counselor  with  his  brethren,  his  opinions  were  valued  as  the  fruits  of 
sound  knowledge,  experience,  and  good  judgment ;  and  they  have  suffered  a 
serious  loss  in  his  death. — At  Paris,  in  January,  after  a  long  and  painful  ill*, 
neaa,  M.  Martin-Solon,  Member  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  formerly 
Phyaician  of  Hotel  Dieu,  die. 
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AmurUm  of  the  Arch  of  the  Aorta-^  Gtutric  Symptoms  with  hurried 
respiration  and  circulation^  dependent  on  pressure  upon  the  Par 
Vagum  hy  the  Aneurismal  Tumor,  67  6.  W.  MoGreabt,  M.D., 
Physician  to  Belleyue  Hospital. 

Charles  H.,  28  years  of  age,  applied  to  me  for  advice  on  the  18th 
of  September,  1855.  The  patient,  a  well-built,  fine-looking  young 
man,  accustomed  to  much  exercise  in  the  open  air,  according  to  his  own 
statement  had  for  a  number  of  years  enjoyed  perfect  health ;  and  he  was 
now  well,  except  that  at  irregular  intervals  he  was  attacked  with  an  in- 
tolerable feeling  of  pain  and  oppression,  which,  after  lasting  a  short  inter- 
val, would  be  relieved  by  the  eructaUon  of  a  quantity  of  watery  fluid. 
The  fluid  thus  brought  up  was  without  taste  or  smell.  His  appetite  was 
good,  his  bowels  regular,  the  tongue  clean,  the  skin  soft,  and  the  com- 
plexion clear.  The  patient  was  employed  as  a  guard  at  the  prison  on 
Blackwell's  Island,  and  spent  part  of  every  day  upon  the  water,  rowing 
about  the  Island.  There  seemed  nothing  in  his  mode  of  life,  or  in  his 
diet,  to  account  for  the  disease.  The  complaint  had  existed  about  a 
fortnight,  and  the  attacks  generally  recurred  once  a  day.  Bismuth, 
hydrocyanic  acid,  &o,,  were  successively  tried,  but  afforded  no  relief. 

On  the  2dd  of  September,  I  was  called  to  H.  at  his  then  residence. 
Within  the  last  twenty-four  hours  he  had  become  much  worse ;  he  com- 
plained of  a  very  distressing  pain  and  sense  of  oppression,  which  he 
referred  to  the  prseoordia  and  to  the  space  under  the  cartilages  of  the 
false  ribs  on  either  side;  he  had  had  repeated  attacks  of  vomiting,  and 
could  retain  nothing  on  his  stomach ;  and  the  bowels,  heretofore  regular, 
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had  not  been  moved  for  the  last  twenty-foar  hours.    His  countenance 
was  pale  and  anxious,  the  respiration  harried,  and  the  pulse,  though 
good,, was  increased  in  frequency;  there  was  slight,  occasional, some- 
what hoarse  cough,  and  the  voice,  too,  was  slightly  hoarse ;  his  sister, 
however,  stated  that  he  had  been  subject  to  slight  cough  for  several 
years.    His  condition  continued  unrelieved  for  a  week,  apparently  un- 
affected by  the  remedial  agents  employed  (mercurial  purges,  enemata, 
subnitrate  of  bismuth,  sulphate  of  morphia  and  hydrocyanic  acid, 
with  local  applications  to  the  seat  of  pain).    While  he  remained  per- 
fectly quiet,  he  often  enjoyed  intervals  of  comparative  ease,  but  any 
attempt  at  exercise  would  cause  a  renewal  c(  his  distress ;  ascending  a 
flight  of  stairs  in  particular,  invariably  brought  on  a  paroxysm,  during 
which,  though  his  respiration  was  oppressed  and  hurried,  he  complained 
ciuefly  of  the  pain  about  the  praecordia,  and  the  deathly  sickness  at  the 
ftlomaeh.    Often,  too,  after  any  unusual  exertion,  or  after  a  fit  of  cough- 
ing, the  hoarseness  would  be  much  increased,  so  that  the  voice  would 
become  almost  extinct.    The  obstinacy  and  peculiarity  of  the  symptoms 
suggesting  that  they  might  be  caused  by  some  organic  disease,  the  cheat 
and  abdomen  were  repeatedly  and  oareliilly  examined,  without  any 
morbid  signs  being  discovered  which  could  throw  light  upon  tiie  ease. 
At  the  end  of  the  week  the  symptoms  were  gradually  mitigated ;  H. 
still  continued,  however,  unable  to  take  exercise ;  walking  a  shost  dis- 
tance) two  or  three  squares,  riding  in  an  omnibus,  ascending  a  flight  of 
staira^  produced  a  renewal  of  the  sickness  at  the  stomach,  the  diflfeulty 
of  breathing,  and  the  hoairseness. 

Nw.  l$t.  This  morning  H.  oalled  at  my  office,  having  walked  and 
ridden  a  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  hal£  During  the  past  month  his  diest 
had  been  several  times  examined,  but  without  any  new  signs  having  been 
observed.  His  health  had  improved  somewhat,  and  he  was  able  to  take 
n  little  more  food,  and  retained  it  somewhat  better.  He  complained, 
however,  of  some  difficulty  in  swallowing  solids.  On  again  examining 
Ua  chest,  I  found  that  in  a  space  just  beneath  the  inner  third  of  the 
clavicle,  and  extending  to  near  the  middle  of  the  sternum,  there  was 
decided  dullness  on  percussion :  over  (be  central  part  of  tiiis  space,  pul- 
eation  synchronous  with  that  of  the  heart  could  be  felt,  and  the  heart's 
sounds  could  be  heard  with  great  distinctness.  The  breath  sounds  were 
coarse  and  rough  on  the  left  side,  and  the  respiratory  munnur  was  inter- 
rupted. The  left  clavicle  was  somewhat  crowded  upward,  and  there  was 
no  pulse  to  be  felt  at  the  left  wrist. 


1856.]  Arch  of  the  Aorta.  223 

Nov.  8fA.  The  patient  was  to-day  visited  by  Pr.  John  T.  Metcalfe 
in  consultation.  The  signs  previously  observed  continued.  On  being 
made  to  walk  up  and  down  the  room  for  a  few  times,  H^s  countenance 
became  haggard,  the  respiration  and  circulation  were  hurried,  and  he 
complained  of  the  deathly  sickness  at  the  stomach  by  which  he  was  so 
^quently  distressed.  Nov.  10/A.  H.  during  the  past  night  suffered 
from  a  severe  pain  in  the  back,  which  distressed  him  greatly,  lasting  for 
a  number  of  hours.  This  morning  he  feels  decidedly  better  than  he  has 
4one  for  a  long  time,  moving  more  briskly  and  freely.  The  pulsations 
of  the  left  radial  artery,  though  very  feeble,  can  now  be  distinguished  at 
the  wrist.  The  abnormal  pulsation  in  the  left  chest  is  stronger,  the 
area  of  dullness  is  increased,  and  the  clavicle  crowded  farther  up. 
Nov.  25/&.  Much  the  same  as  before ;  the  pain  in  the  back  has  occa- 
sionally troubled  him  ;  but  he  now  refers  his  distress  mainly  to  the  left 
side,  the  pain  being  in  the  shoulder  and  under  the  shoulder-blade.  The 
natural  hollow  over  the  top  of  the  sternum  is  lost,  and  is  replaced  by  a 
decided  swelling.  There  is  unnatural  fullness  back  of  each  clavicle,  and 
loud  respiratory  murmur  can  be  heard  there  at  times;  according  to  the 
fkmily,  now  on  one  side,  now  on  the  other,  a  soft  egg-like  swelling  has 
appeared  in  the  same  situation.  Over  the  dull  space,  the  heart's  sounds 
are  now  heard,  faint,  distant,  and  metallic  in  their  character.  The  pulse 
is  still  felt,  though  with  difficulty  in  the  left  radial  artery.  It  is  felt,  too, 
in  both  carotids,  though  deeper  seated  than  usual.  He  yesterday  had  a 
terrible  and  long  continued  paroxysm  of  dyspnoea,  and  he  is  much  dis- 
tressed  by  paroxysms  of  cough. 

Dec.  \ti.  H.  has  again  had  a  terrible  attack  of  pain.  This  time,  bow- 
ever,  it  was  altogether  in  the  back  and  right  side,  extending  from 
beneath  the  clavicle  to  the  right  hypochondrium.  He  feels,  as  he 
expressed  himself,  its  if  he  were  being  torn  by  red-hot  pincers.  The 
difficulty  in  swallowing  is  much  aggravated ;  the  pain  in  the  back,  too, 
has  become  more  constant  and  troublesome.  He  has  lost  flesh  and 
strength,  and  has  a  pale,  sallow,  anxious  look.  The  area  of  dullDcss  has 
considerably  increased,  extending  from  the  junction  of  the  second  right 
rib  with  the  sternum,  to  about  half  way  between  the  sternum  and  the 
border  of  the  axilla,  and  about  three  inches  in  vertical  depth.  Dtc.  VKk. 
During  ihe  day,  H.  had  been  particularly  cheerful  and  free  of  pain. 
Eariy  in  the  evening  he  had  a  severe  spell  of  coughing,  attended  with  a 
feeKng  of  impending  suffocation.  Suddenly  he  exclaimed  that  some- 
thing had  burst  inside,  put  botli  his  hands  upon  his  abdomen,  became 
deadly  pale,  and  expired. 
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Postmortem  exanUnation^  thirty-six  houn  after  death.  The  bodj 
dightlj  emaciated,  rigor  mortis  well  marked,  area  of  dullness  about  the 
second  left  cartilage  very  much  diminished.  Chest.  A  snudl  amount  at 
serum  with  a  little  recent  lymph  were  found  in  the  left  pleural  cavity ; 
the  right  pleura  was  put  on  the  stretch  by  an  aneurismal  sac  An  old 
cretaceous  tubercle  was  found  at  the  summit  of  the  left  lung ;  the  left 
bronchus  was  compressed  and  flattened  by  the  tumor.  The  heart  with 
the  aorta,  oesophagus,  and  stomach  were  remoyed  together.  The  heart 
itself,  with  its  valves,  was  healthy.  At  the  arch  the  aorta  becam^e 
greatly  dilated,  and  was  somewhat  stheromatous ;  a  large  false  aneurism 
was  found  between  the  origin  of  the  left  carotid  and  that  of  the  left  sub- 
clavian. The  sac  of  the  aneurism  had  formed  adhesions  with  the  third,, 
fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  dorsal  vertebrae ;  the  vertebrae  themselves  fonniBg- 
the  posterior  wall  of  the  sac,  and  being  bathed  directly  in  the  current  of 
Uood.  Their  bodies  were  eroded  to  the  depth  of  half  an  inch,  the  inter- 
vertebral cartilages  standing  prominently  out  The  aneurismal  sac  had 
likewise  formed  an  intimate  union  with  the  oesophagus,  into  which  it 
had  burst  by  a  large  ragged  opening.  In  front  the  par  vagum  paoMd 
directly  over  the  sac ;  and  when  this  was  distended  with  blood,  the  nerve 
fibers  must  evidently  have  been  put  upon  the  stretch.  The  sac  of  the 
aneurism  was  flaccid  and  nearly  empty,  containing  only  a  small  looae 
ooagulum.  Its  walls  were  thin,  containing  very  little  or  no  laminated 
fibrin.  The  left  subclavian  was  obstructed.  Abdomen.  The  stomach  and 
upper  part  of  the  small  intestines  were  distended  with  blood,  the  stomach 
alone  probably  containing  over  two  quarts.  It  was  evident  it  was  into 
these  viscera  that  the  blood  contained  in  the  heart,  the  aneurismal  sac, 
and  the  aorta,  had  been  poured  through  the  oesophagus,  during  the  last 
momenti  of  life,  and  after  the  death  of  the  patient  The  other  abdominal 
viscera  were  healthy.    The  head  was  not  examined. 

.In  the  above  case  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  early  attack  of 
pyrosis,  and  the  succeeding  praecordial  pain  and  vomiting,  together  with 
the  hurried  circulation  and  respiration,  depended  upon  functional  dis- 
turbance of  the  pneumogastric  nerve  at  the  point  where  its  fibers  were 
put  upon  the  stretch,  and  perhaps  compressed  in  passing  over  the  aneu- 
rismal tumor.  The  absence  of  any  other  apparent  cause  to  account  for 
the  symptoms,  their  increase  in  intensity  as  the  disease  made  progrev, 
their  paroxysmal  character,  the  paroxysms  being  always  induced  by 
circumstances  which  would  cause  the  aneurismal  sac  to  become  full  and 
tense,  all  point  to  the  same  conclusion.    The  character  of  the  walla  of 
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the  aneuriBm,  thin  and  containing  very  little  laminated  fibrin,  was  such 
as  to  fayor  its  increase  of  size  upon  every  little  hurry  of  the  circulation. 
If  this  conclusion  be  correct,  a  source  of  pain  and  functional  disturbance 
from  pressure  on  the  trunks  of  nerves  is  to  be  added  to  the  history  of 
aneurism  of  the  arch,  which,  so  far  as  I  have  seen,  has  not  been  alluded 
to  in  the  books  upon  the  subject. 


Case  of  Aneurism  of  the  Descending  Aorta^  hureting  into  the  left  hron- 
ehus.  By  John  T.  Metcalfe,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  and 
Pract.  of  Med.  University  Med,,  College,  New  York. 

James  Moore,  laborer,  aU.  24,  admitted  into  Bellevue  Hospital,  Dee* 
18, 1S$6.  Had  always  been  healthy  until  three  years  ago,  when  he 
-contracted  syphilis  and  gonorrhoea,  which  were  followed  by  secondary 
eataneous  eniption  and  sore  throat.  He  recovered  from  these,  without 
any  treatment,  continuing  his  work  as  usual,  during  the  whole  course 
of  the  disease.  Abont  four  months  before  his  admission,  he  began  to-be 
troubled  with  a  cough,  alight  at  first,  but  growing  worse  by  degrees.  At 
first  it  was  attended  with  pretty  free  bronchitic  expectoration,  which 
oontinned  until  about  three  wed^s  before  his  admission,  when  it  sudden- 
ly stopped.  After  a  slight  chill,  however,  the  cough  grew  worse ;  and  he 
soon  became  troubled  with  dyspnoea,  but  not  to  so  great  a  degree  as  to 
disable  him  from  work,  till  about  eight  days  before  admission.  When 
lie  came  into  the  ward,  there  were  dyspnoea,  aphonia,  an  almost  conatani 
*coQgh,  aggravated  by  talking ;  pain  over  larynx  in  swallowing ;  pain  on 
presBiQgupon  the  thyroid  cartilage  and  on  squeezing  it  laterally.  Notii- 
ing  abnormal  on  inspection  of  pharynx. 

On  physical  examination,  there  was  found,  on  the  left  side,  slight 
•dultaiesa ;  no  vesicular  murmur ;  diminished  vocal  resonance,  and  very 
•alight  movement  in  inspiration  and  expiration.  The  right  side  waa  clear 
on  perouseion ;  breathing,  puerile.  Niching  abnormal  about  the  heart  or 
aoita.  His  disease  was  diagnosticated  as  acute  laryngitis.  He  was  treated 
for  Ais  by  leeches  and  blisters  to  the  throat,  and  by  calomel  and  opiom 
•cairied  to  moderate  ptyaliam.  Under  this  treatment  the  cough  became 
ItM  troublesome ;  the  pain  on  pressing  the  larynx  was  no  longer  felt ; 
^asd  the  voice,  though  husky,  became  clearer.  He  was  now  put  upon 
iodide  of  potasskun,  with  no  marked  improvement.  The  pulse  was  rapid ; 
•dyspnosa^marked,  and  theie  waa  copious,  clear,  frothy  expectoration.    Ha 


226  Db.  MBTGAurB's  CoM  of  Afieurism.         [April^ 


went  on  without  any  chan^  in  hit  symptoms  nntil  10th  Jan, ;  when  it  ^ 
found  that  the  dullness  had  become  complete  on  the  left  side ;  bronchial 
respiration  and  broncophonj,  unaccompanied  with  r&les,  were  heard  over 
the  upper  half  of  the  lung.  The  heart  was  in  its  normal  position ;  sounds- 
natural,  but  £Beble.  Pressure  in  the  left  hypochondrium  caused  dyspnoea 
and  cough.  On  Jan.  14th,  after  a  fit  of  coughing,  the  patient  began  to 
spit  blood;  at  first  in  small  quantities  and  frothy,  afterwards  in  large 
mottthluk,  until  he  had  lost  about  24  ounces,  when  he  died,  within  ftT» 
minutes  of  the  first  haemoptysis. 

Autopiy^  five  hours  after  death. 

Larynx  healthy,  with  no  marks  of  old  ulceration.  Tra/fkea  natural^ 
except  an  opening  just  below  the  biftircation.  Beyond  this,  the  bronchi 
Wdie  nearly  filled  with  blood.  On  zainag  the  Mamnm,  the  ti§ht  Iftm^ 
was  fsund  gpsatly  increased  in  siae,  and  bulging  firom  the  cavity  of  the- 
chesi;  it  was  mailed  here  and  there  with  dark  spots,  ,whtoh  weie  firm 
to  the  touch;  the  rest  of  the  lung  was  pale,  and  crepitated  ft«ely.  Oa 
seetion^  the  dark  spots  ware  found  to  oonsist  of  Uood  ooagulated  in  the 
lobules,  the  demarkation  ai  these  being  very  distinct  The  i^  lum^  was^ 
ODtered  with  fislse  membrane*  which  was  very  thick  and  firm  at  the 
base,  and  i^taohed  to  the  chest  walls  throughout  It  was  nodulated  on  its 
suifaee,  much  like  a  cirrhosed  liver,  and  very  firm.  The  section  waa  of 
a  yeUowish  grny,  resembling  the  third  stage  of  pneumonia,  and  maifesd 
by  dots  of  blood,  whioh  came  from  the  divided  bronohial  tabes.  On 
the  left  side  of  the  trachea,  just  below  its  bifnroation,  waa  an  aneurumai 
Nff,  focmed  from  the  deseending  aorta,  about  the  siae  of  an  Bngliah  wal-^ 
nut,  oommunioating  with  the  left  bronchus,  just  below  its  origin,  by  an 
opening  of  sufficient  siae  to  admit  the  handle  of  a  aoalpeL  The  pmcrn^ 
dium  contain  about  three  ounces  of  senun.    The  other  otgana  heallhy» 

It  was  evident  that  slight  pleuritic  effusion  existed  on  adoMiaioli  to 
the  Hdspitid.  Tlus  waa  supposed  to  hftve  increased,  on  the  day  the  last 
pbysioal  examination  waa  made,  inasmuch  as  there  had  been  no 
pneumonic  expectoration  and  no  cr^itaat  rhonohns.  The  obsonri^  of 
the  usnal  physical  ph^omena  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  alfisosteoni* 
plele  occlusion  of  the  left  bronchus,  by  the  anenrismal  sao. 

It  so  happened  that  a  wmnaa  waa  under  trsatmicint  at  the  same  time^ 
to  whom  the  symptoms  refemd  to  the  larynx  were  ididntieal  with  Hkcm 
detailed  in  the  oase  of  Moore.  In  her  case,  poetmedem  examination  t»> 
imM  a  very  thick,  firm  Uyer  of  fibrtnons  exndntioii|  lining  the  larftt 
and  extending  downifaids  into  the  tmiBbea  and  broBohi» 
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Ike  nwltar  seriqMd  firom  a  seclioD  «f  the  bepatizecl  luagahowed  gmn- 
ii]«r  and  firttgr  maUer  in  greet  akondaBee^  a&d  multtoadee  of  eempovnd 
gnuralaf  ceUe»  wHk  bntveiy  few  pes  globnlea,— 4httft  confirmiDg  Ae  troth 
wUeli  Dr.  Alonao  daik  wee  among  ike  first  to  make  known,  that  tlie 
oonmoa  idea  of  an  identity  between  gray  kepatisation  and  pnmlent  in* 
filtration  k  entinJy  caroneoos. 


Que  vf  Eclampna  during  the  Seventh  Month  of  Pregnainey—Albu' 
mmwria — Secovery.    By  Thomas  F.  Cook,  M.  D. 

Jamufty  Wth^  1866*     Wae  requested  to  viat  a  prianpara,  aged 
26  yean,  oompUiniiig  oC  severe  headeckeb    The  boe  was  mnoh  eoffased, 
tlie  flwh  extending  over  the  ehedca^  forehead,  and  chin,  with  an  abn^ 
naigin ;  no  «edema  beneath  the  lids  was  noticed,  nor  was  th<ie  nasjf 
apedal  swelling  of  the  faoe^  hands,  or  feet    The  pain  in  the  head  waa 
aereie  and  deep  seated,  and  inersased  l^  motion.    This  symptom,  toge- 
ther with  the  slowness  of  the  pelse  (02  in  the  minute),  ieduoed  a  snspi* 
oion  ol  imjpeadiiig  eonvnleions.    There  had  been  nausea  and  vomitings 
whaob  she  attribntsid  to  some  sonp  she  had  eaten  the  previous  afteniooii» 
and  had  disagreed  with  hen    The  bowels  were  free,  and  no  diminution' 
of  urine  had  been  noticed.    Farther  inquiry  elieUed  the  additional  hoe- 
tory  that^  the  evening  but  die  before  my  visit,  she  had  in  playfnlneas 
jumped  upon  her  husband's  back  while  he  was  in  a  stooping  poeturei 
and  that,  immediately  after,  pain  was  noticed  in  the  hypogastric  region, 
wliieh  had  continued  up  to  the  occurrence  of  the  headaohe.    The  fcetal 
motion,  she  said^  had  not  been  interfered  with,  but  was  noticed  equiUy  aa 
before  the  imprudence.    Subsequent  events,  however,  induoed  me  to 
believe  that  her  perceptions  may  not  have  been  cenreet    A  laswtiv^ 
of  hydr.  a  cvet  and  rhubarb,  to  be  followed  by  calcined  magues.^  wae 
directed)  and  an  afternoon  visit  was  promised.    Before  that  time  a  flse*' 
sige  was  sent  requesting  an  immediate  visit    On  my  anivell  found  Dr» 
George  W.  Beten,  who  had  been  summoned  to  the  patient  ma  convul- 
sioB*    While  sitting  up  she  had  complained  that  she  oonld  not  see,  fell 
forward,  and  became  convulsed*    Dr.  P.  found  her  aUn  cool  and  pulse 
foeUe,  so  much  so  as  to  thiidE  rather  of  stimulataon  than  ofdephtion* 
Sini^pMma  weie  diiected,  and  an  enema;  wl»eh  last  produced  no  eflbot 
During  its;  adminiptration  a  third  oonvulsion  occurred,  net  veqr  Mterck 
The  skin  continued  ceol,  tiiofgb  the  fooe  via  flushed;  the  piiba  waa< 
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than  in  the  morning,  tmt  atili  fiMble.    Dr.  W.  Parker  noir 
id  in  ndw  of  the  deprened  oondition,  advised  no  aelire  mea- 
this  time  the  patient  anawered  ooherentlj,  though  with 
teranoe.    She  spoke  of  the  pain  in  the  head  as  serere ;  aod| 
Bst,  pasMd  water  in  amount  about  four  ounces.    This  was  at 
by  heat,  and  found  to  be  strongly  albuminous.    Not  long 
fourth  fit  occurred,  duriug  which  chloroform  was  used.    Dur- 
oa  that  succeeded,  vaginal  examination  was  made,  by  which 
ras  found  undeveloped  and  the  oe  uteri  unchanged.    Abdom* 
ation  induced  the  belief  of  a  less  extended  term  of  pregnancy 
.tamenial  history  as  ascertained,  or  prior  occssions,  warranted. 
patently  not  more  than  six  months  advanced.    More  efficient 
sing  injections  now  produced  fidcal  disdiarges,  which  were 
>nsoiously.    About  10  P.  M.  the  surface  became  warmer,  the 
rith  increased  pulse.    Six  leeches  were  now  applied  to  the 
d  bled  well    At  11  a  fifth  convulsion  occurred  more  severe 
evious  ones,  preceded,  as  in  the  morning,  by  slow  pulse.    The 
ich  distorted  and  livid,  limbs  rigidly  extended,  eyes  roUing, 
hurried  and  choking,  the  tongue  was  bitten,  and  bloody 
[  from  the  mouth.    The  attack  passed  off  with  hissing  expir* 
»r,  and  profound  coma.    I  immediately  bled  from  the  arm 
inces,  continuing  until  tiie  pulse  became  affected.    Hardly 
idage  secured  before  another  convulsion  came  on  (the  sixth), 
s  even  than  the  last ;  and  this  proved  to  be  the  final  attack. 
1  stimulating  enema  was  given,  which  produced  fecal  evacua- 
cold  water  was  diligently  applied  to  the  head.    During  the 
'as  insensible  and  restless,  but  without  convulsion.    About 
le  following  day,  she  was  able  to  answer  questions  correctly, 
>f  pain  in  the  head,  and  of  tenderness  in  hypogastrio ;  the  face 
shed.    At  1  P.  M.  six  cups  were  applied  to  the  lumbar  region, 
bout  8  ounces  of  blood  were  drawn,  and  dry  cups  were  used  to 
the  neck.    Of  these  she  complained  very  much,  and  from  thia 
red  steadily  in  intelligence  and  capacity  of  utterance ;  but  for 
lere  was  want  of  clearness  of  expression,  and  decided  forget- 
words,  with  a  puzzled  feeling  when  many  questions  were 
>  ber.    Three  specimens  of  urine  were  subsequently  examined, 
two  of  which  albumen  was  discovered,  but  not  in  the  third. 
ys  abe  sat  up,  and  eren  rode  out    Bhe  was  vety  anxious  aa  to 
3  lifo  of  her  child,  and  stated  positively  that  festal  motion 
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could  be  felt  plainly.  On  the  4th  of  February,  sixteen  days  after  the 
first  convulsion,  evidences  of  labor  were  noticed,  which  temunated  in 
the  expulsion  of  a  still-bom  male  foetus,  apparently  about  six  and  a  half 
to  seven  months  advanced,  which  had  evidently  been  dead  for  several 
days.  Nothing  untoward  occurred  at  the  time  of  labor  or  afterward, 
and  the  patient  readily  recovered  her  usual  health. 

64  Bast  12th  Strsbt,  Ftlb.  25^A,  1856. 


CkteB  illustrating  the  Value  of  EUetrieity  in  the  XHagnosie  cf  Diseaee^ 
and  its  Efficacy  as  a  Therapeutic  Agent.  By  G.  Huff,  M.  D., 
Lexington,  Kentucky. 

To  the  Editor  i^tke  New  York  Medical  Times : 

Sib  : — Having  devoted  oonsiderable  time  to  the  use  of  elee  tricity, 
both  in  the  diagnosis  and  the  treatment  of  disease,  and  believing  it  to  be 
a  valuable  anxiliary  in  many  cases,  though  not  to  the  ezolnsion  of  other 
remedies,  I  hand  you  herewith  some  cases  in  illustration  of  my  opinions, 
which,  if  thought  worth  of  note,  are  at  your  service* 

Bespectftilly  yours,  &c.  O.  HUFF. 


The  late  Dr.  Golding  Bird,  speaking  of  electricity,  remarked,  *^  Con- 
Boieiitiously  convinced  that  the  agent  in  question  is  a  no  leas  energetic 
than  a  valuable  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  I  feel  most  anxious 
to  piesa  its  Mnployment  upon  the  practical  physician.''  My  own  obser- 
vation has  convinced  me  that  the  mere  random  application  of  galvanism 
has  done  much  to  retard  its  introduction  into  general  use,  and  causes  it 
to  be  left  too  much  in  the  hands  of  charlatans.  Its  succesafid  application 
must  be  the  result  of  long  practice  and  carrful  disorimination,  otherwise 
it  will  do  more  harm  than  good.  In  some  cases  gentle  difihsion  will 
be  necessary,  and  in  others  the  greatest  concentration  of  its  powers ;  and 
heaoe  its  mode  of  application  must  vary  with  eac  h  patient's  case.  As 
has  been  well  remarked  by  a  foreign  writer,  '*  There  has  now  a  rsvolu- 
tiou  taken  place  in  &vor  of  electricity — which,  after  its  wide  oelebiity 
at  the  oommencement  of  the  present  century,  had  fallen  into  disuse,  not 
finuB  the  iobfibsacy  of  the  means^  but  from  the  mode  in  which  they  have 
be«i  employed."  I  propose  now  to  consider  the  employment  of  gai  van* 
isn  in  the  diagnosis  of  disease  as  wdl  as  its  treatment ;  and  know  of  no 
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agwnt  BO  Tftluable  for  thu  purpose.  In  dtteaae  of  the  oheat  die  iletko- 
scope  maj  be  diapeaied  with ;  and  genenllj  where  aay  Uteot  inflaomiA^ 
tioii  is  presenti  whether  suspected  or  not,  it  laay  be  certiiiiil j  detected 
by  this  subtle  afent  from  its  actieo  on  i1m  nenres,  which  respond  to 
its  stimulation  more  rsedily  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  iniammntioii 
present*  The  following  is  tlie  rationale  of  its  use  in  diagnosis :  tha 
nerres,  which  supply  every  organ  in  the  economy,  are  the  media  through 
which  electricity  traTcrses  the  ammsl  organism,  and  by  mesas  of  whMi 
we  have  the  only  certaiu  test  in  the  diagnosis  of  disease.  Its  utility  in 
this  req>ect  is  no  less  than  its  efficacy  in  effecting  cures.  If  the  disease 
be  of  inflaounatoiy  cbaraater,  lancioating  peins  will  be  expenenoed ;  if 
the  part  be  in  afeeble  and  debilitated  state,  a  spasmodic  action  <tf  th«  mus- 
cles and  fiben  will  be  the  only  result;  andif  they  are  all  healthy,  nothing 
m<»e  will  be  experienced  than  a  mere  tingling  sensation.  We  have  found 
that  its  effects  differ  upon  penons  of  different  temperaments.  We  have 
applied  a  current  of  galranism  to  very  delicate  teialee  at  a  retj  l^gh 
tennon  without  the  slightest  impression  upon  their  fedngs,  at  the  same 
time  that  a  stout  man  of  full  habit  eould  oalyeaduiie  it  at  a  Toiy  low 
degree ;  yet  intemal  inflammation  waa  readily  detected  in  each. 

In  many  cases  of  scrofiilous  and  syphilitic  diseaM  affecting  the  bonea, 
the  phenomena  in  diagnosis  differ  from  those  of  acuta  inflammation ;  yet 
the  disease  is  instantly  made  eyident  by  a  dull,  heavy  sensation  localised 
in  the  precise  structure  which  is  diseased,  so  that  the  location  of  thedisr 
ease  becomes  apparent  at  once.  I  suppose  this  results  from  the  moilnd 
condition  of  the  parts  having  destroyed  the  acute  sanation  of  the  neivea 
which  sni^ly  the  flbrous  tissue.  It  is  especially  useful  in  diagnesiB  of 
diseaaea  of  the  uterus,  which  are  too  often  overlooked  bythemedieal  peso- 
titionet.    The  following  cases  illustrate  this  bet  :— 

04gn  1.— Mrs.  B ,  88  years  of  age,  of  good  sias,  Hght  oom- 

pleoDon,  dark  hair  and  eyes,  was  under  the  care  of  an  old  and  eminent 
physician,  for  neuralgia;  and  was  directed  by  him  to  seek  veiisf  in  gnl- 
vanism  for  her  sufferings,  and  advised  her  to  apply  to  me  for  that  par* 
pose.  On  making  an  electrical  examination  in  order  to  disooasr  Ike 
cause  of  ker  ilhiess,  I  <iuickly  deteeted  the  exastenoe  of  proiapam  utBii,  • 
ckonaMtanoe  wholly  unsuspected  by  her  medical  adviasr,  akhea^  she 
had  been  under  his  care  for  seven  or  eight  yean  far  dyspepsia,  newralgfas 
Ac,  wMkont  any  suspicion  that  she  had  uterine  diseaae.  By  his  raqueati 
lafterwavds took  chivge,  and  sha rscoveied. 

Casn^a,^airs.lii   ■■  ■■■^W yea>a of age^sasaH was, light eelieBian, 
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auburn  hair,  and  hav^l  fqree^  h«d  been  afflicted  sevBral  years,  and  for  tbe 
laat  two  years  oonfined  to  her  bed.  The  cause  of  her  trouble  was  not 
known,  although  she  had  been  treated  by  physicians  of  deservedly  high 
standing  in  the  profeasion.  They  disagreed  as  to  the  cause  of  her  com- 
plaint ;  and  after  yarions  experiments  without  benefit  they  considered 
her  case  beyond  the  reach  of  remedial  means ;  and,  as  Dr.  Gilding  Krd 
say^  ^  in  hopeless  caiea,  the  mandate,  Lei  the  patient  be  eleetrifiedi  is 
merely  given  without  refoience  to  the  manner,  form,  or  mode  of  the 
remedy  being  for  an  instant  taken  into  consideration,'' — so  it  was  in  this 
case.  The  application  of  this  agent  was  continued  (ox  months  t^igelber  \, 
and  this  kdy  informed  i^e  that  under  their  treatment  she  grew  wome ; 
aad  ultimately  her  case  was  abandoned.  I  was  sent  for  by  the  advice 
of  one  of  her  previous  i^ysicians,  and  made  an  electrical  diagnosis  with 
great  care ;  and,  to  the  surprise  of  her  friends^  I  disoovered  some  dis- 
placement of  th^  uterus^  and  upon  a  digital  examination,  asceitained* 
that  the  uterus  had  descended  from  its  natural  position,  and  that  rer 
tsoversion  of  that  oigan  had  taken  place ;  and  that  it  was  with  difficult 
that  she  could  pass  her  feces ;  and  that  she  was  also  troubled  in  passing 
her  urine.  After  treating  her  for  a  considerable  time  by  galvanism,  th^ 
utems  recovered  its  normal  condition,  and  finally  her  health  wa^  restored ; 
and  she  now  attends  as  usual  to  her  domestic  afiairs,  and  states  that  she 
la  as  well  as  at  any  period  since  her  marriage. 

Cabs  8.  Mrs.  S.,  31  years  of  age,  of  ordinary  stature,  dark  hair  and 
eyes,  sallow  complezion,  had  been  treated  five  years  for  disease  of  the 
spine,  dyspepsia  and  diseased  liver,  but  without  benefit;  when  she  was 
advised  by  a  former  patient  to  consult  me.  Upon  a  minute  electrical 
examination,  I  detected  soBie  derangmient  of  the  utems;  and  upon 
further  examination,  found  the  uterus  prolapsed  and  somewhat  ante- 
verted,  with  inflammation  of  the  cervix,,  which  had  extended  around  the 
margin  of  the  os  uteri.  At  her  request  I  commenced  to  treat  her  by  gal« 
yanism — first  to  cotrect  the  obliquity  of  the  utems;  and  when  this  was 
accomplished,  for  inflammation  of  that  organ,  which  was  reduced  by  the 
same  agent;  and  it  was  nearly  restotred  to  its  normal  condition  whence 
kft  for  a  foshionable  watering  plane  to  spend  the  summer  months. 

Ca8x  4.  A  young  roan,  ai  yearn  of  age,  after  having- su^Emd  aevend 
yeaii^  and  tried  ^larious  remedies  for  ^eet,'stricture,  Ao.,  came  us4er  my 
cam.  Aoeording  to  his  own  aecount,  he  had  led  a  v^  dissipatBd  lifo» 
Upon  examination  I  found  a  stricture  of  the  utedursi  with  ^WMidetabhi 
infiammation,  with  aosBstaat  diseha^ge  aoffioiantto  hmf  his  Unenrnmst 
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He  experienced  great  pain  in  urinating,  with  frequent  desire  to  pan 
water,  and  was  unable  at  any  time  to  discharge  the  whole  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  bladder,  and  at  the  same  time  he  would  'have,  periodi<^  j, 
excruciating  pains  in  the  abductor  muscles.  The  pain  was  relieved  by 
galvanism,  the  stricture  and  inflammation  were  removed,  and  the  con- 
tractility of  the  ejaculatory  muscles  restored ;  and  galvanism  effected 
for  him  also  the  restoration  of  his  lost  power  over  the  lower  extremities, 
which  had  been  for  several  years  uncontrollable  by  his  volition. 

Cask  5.  Mr.  F.,  a  single  man,  24  years  of  age — ^from  his  own  state- 
ment he  had  had  a  very  severe  attack  of  inflammatory  rheumatism,  and  was 
bed-ridden  for  two  months,  and  was  treated  wholly  by  mercury.  The 
acute  symptoms  subsided,  but  the  disease  assumed  a  chronic  form;  and 
after  being  under  treatment  by  the  usual  remedies  sixteen  months,  he 
presented  himself  to  me  on  crutches,  saying  he  had  mereurial  rheuma- 
tism. There  was  very  slight  mobility  at  the  right  shoulder,  and  he  suf- 
fered very  much  at  the  hips  on  making  the  slightest  motion  of  his  lower 
extremities.  There  was  also  so  much  stiflness  of  the  muscles  of  the 
lower  jaw  that  he  was  unable  to  take  any  solid  food  into  his  mouth,  so 
that  he  was  forced  to  live  upon  liquids.  The  electric  treatment  relieved 
him  from  all  pain,  and  restored  to  him  the  use  of  his  jaws,  and  also  the 
use  of  his  arm  and  the  power  of  locomotion. 


CoH  of  Timporary  Los9  of  Speech,  following  Bemittent  Fever.    By  N. 
L.  North,  M.D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

To  the  Editor  ef  ike  New  York  Medical  Timee: 

Dk  AB  Sir  :— TlcfoUowing  singular  case  of  i^honia,  or  loee  ftf  epeech 
at  least,  has  lately  occurred  in  my  practice,  which  may  prove  of  intofcat 
to  your  readers.  Yours,  dbc, 

N.L.  NORTH. 


A  bright,  communicative  little  girl,  of  seven  yean,  was  attacked  with 
remittent  fever,  rather  severe,  with,  during  the  second  week,  a  typhoid 
tendency,  requiring  the  pretty  free  use  of  tonics  and  stimukuita.  Other 
than  this  nothing  unusual  occurred,  except  at  the  onset  a  slight  tonsil- 
litis, to  examine  which  a  physician  used  a  spoon-handle,  as  I  suppose,  in 
the  ordinary  manner,  to  press  down  the  tongue*  t 

Entire  loss  of  apeeoh  was  ncdoed  about  the  tenth  day  of  her  iUoeaa, 
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when  she  could  noty  or  did  not,  articalate  a  word  of  any  kind,  oor  could 
she  be  induced  bo  to  do ;  yet  she  indicated  by  signa  that  ahe  heard  dis* 
iinotly  and  understood  when  spoken  to ;  but  she  seemed  to  hAYeforffoUm^ 
how  to  speak.  Crying,  coughing,  deglutition,  respiration,  dl^o.,  were  as 
usual.  Convalescence  commenced  early,  and  proceeded  gradually  to 
health;  but  the  speech  was  entirely  wanting  for  three  weeks;  after 
which,  she  would  repeat  one  word  after  her  mother,  then  another,  after 
a  time ;  and  now  (at  the  end  of  some  six  wedos)  she  has  learned  to  talk 
again  quite  well. 

Bbookltn,  E.  D.,  Ill  Fourth  et^  Feb,^  1866. 


€mtspr^tntt 


A  New  Method  of  Operation  for  the  Cure  of  Anue  Contra  Nature, 

To.  the  Editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Times  : 

DkaiI  Sib: — In  the  '^Medical  Times ^^  of  last  November  is  a  state- 
ment of  the  successful  introduction  of  a  new  instrument  in  operative  sur* 
gery,  the  ecraseur  of  M.  Ghassaignac  Of  its  application  in  the  removal 
of  hsemorrhoidal  tumors,  cancroid  tumors  of  the  tongue  and  cervix  uteri, 
and  in  the  operation  for  fistula  in  ano,  you  have  already  informed  your 
readers. 

It  was  suggested  in  that  article,  that  the  ecraseur  had  been  misqp* 
plied  in  the  cases  of  phymosis  and  varicocele ;  but  their  result  proved  to 
be  very  satisfactorv.  The  varicocele  referred  to  was  complicated  with  a 
hernia,  of  which  tne  sac  was,  in  part,  included  with  the  varicose  tumor, 
and  removed  by  the  instrument  Peritonitis  and  general  symptoms  veir 
alarming  succeed,  which  yielded  to  appropriate  treatment,  and  both 
the  varicocele  and  the  hernia  have  been  thus  radically  cured.  It  must 
be  said^  however,  that  this  operation  for  such  a  complication  forms  a 
dangerous  precedent. 

Since  that  date,  M.  Chassaignac  has  performed  four  operations  for 
varicocele  by  linear  ecrasement,  with  results  entirely  satisfactory.  In  my 
next  communication  will  be  particularly  described  the  process  of  M. 
Chassaignac^  and  a  comparative  view  of  the  tendency  to  a  return  of  the 
varicocele,  according  to  the  different  methods  of  treatment  m  the  several 
hospitals  of  Paris. 

In  the  dinique  at  the  Hospital  Lariboisiere  this  morning,  Feb.  11th, 
has  been  presented  a  case  of  ^eat  interest  Charles  Cousin,  laborer, 
aged  82  yeai^  of  good  constitution,  had,  fifteen  yean  ago,  a  strangulated 
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hernia,  which  resulted  in  a  sphacelation  of  the  intestine  near  the  ilio- 
coltc  junction,  and  an  anas  contra  nature  in  the  right  iHac  region. 
Since  then,  the  fnoea  hare  passed,  a  part  through  their  Datura!  passage 
and  a  part  through  this  ahnormal  opening.  The  flexare  of  the  intasttnes 
approximating  the  upper  and  lower  portions,  and  the  thickening  of  their 
remaining  wiuls  opposite  the  opening,  formed  an  angular  projection,  a 
spuTy  which  much  obstructed  the  faeces  from  entering  the  lower  ex- 
tremity, and  caused  almost  all  to  pass  out  of  the  system  through  this 
AotM  ctmtra  nohire,  to  the  great  ineon? enieooe  of  the  patknt,  and  to  the 
deterioration  of  his  health. 

M.  Chassaignac  made  his  operation  to  consist  of  four  periods :  1.  The 
passing  of  a  couple  of  threads  through  the  adjacent  walls  of  the  upper 
and  lower  portion  of  the  intestines  beyond  the  spur,  with  a  yiew  to  ex- 
cite their  adhesion.  2.  After  one  week's  delay,  a  caoutchouc  aeton  was 
passed  through  the  center  of  the  spur,  in  front  of  the  union  effected  by 
the  threads.  This  seton  remained  one  week.  3.  The  chain  of  the 
eoraseur  was  introduced  into  the  hole  resulting  from  the  seton,  and  the 
transverse  section  of  one  half  of  the  spur  was  effected ;  and  by  a  similar 
chain  of  another  ecraseur  the  ether  half  was  diyided.  The  patient 
returned  to  his  bed  for  another  week,  during  whidh  tisBd  the  wound 
resulting  from  this  section  healed ;  and  the  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  the 
fsBces  into  the  lower  portion  b^ng  thus  remofred,  the  pecmaneDt  doaim 
of  the  opening  was  next  attempted.  4.  In  the  healthy  skin,  at  about  one 
quarter  of  an  inch  outside  oi  the  abnormal  tissue  which  formed  the 
irregular  red  border  to  the  infrmdibular  opening,  were  made  two  cmred 
incisions,  meeting  at  their  two  extremities  in  points  of  a  line  pasniig 
transvenely  throu|;h  the  center.  Then  the  inner  borders  of  tiiese  two 
ineisions  wkag  slightly  dissected  or  raised,  were  brought  together  by 
sutures,  forming  Uie  anterior  wall  of  the  intestine  thus  integrally  re- 
stored. 

In  order  to  restore  ihe  denuded  space  by  sm  atltoplaitic  operation, 
a  flap  about  ibur  inches  long  -was  formed,  by  an  indsion  parallel  to  die 
upper  curred  tine  already  named,  and  two  mches  above  it  This  flap 
was  raised  and  left  adherent  at  its  two  extremities  in  such  a  manner,  that 
when  the  body  of  the  flap  was  made  to  descend  and  its  inferior  border 
attached  by  suture  to  the  inferior  border  of  the  curved  incision  flrstmade, 
and  the  whole  dressed  by  occlusion  after  the  manner  somewhat  peculiar 
to  M.  Chassaignac,  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  those  present  seemed  to 
be  that  of  approbation.  With  more  than  ordinary  hopes  for  the  restora- 
tion of  this  patient,  we  saw  him  this  fourth  time,  transported  to  his 
ward. 

I  ifliaD  watch  with  great  hitereat  the  result  of  this  case,  and  of  a  fow 
others  of  the  same  nature  under  otiier  treatment  in  the  hoopftds  of 
Paris. 

In  due  time  I  hope  to  report  a  comparative  view. 

Tours  truly,  DATID  P.  HOLTOIT. 

Pabxs,  F#&.  IIM,  1066. 
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BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

Two  cases  of  rare  Cardiac  Disease,  By  W.  H,  Draper,  M.  D.,  Houae 
PhysiciaD,  Believue  Hospital. 

Cask  I.    Rupture  of  the  Mitral  Valve,  with  double  Pneumonia  {Ser- 
vice qfJ)r.  I.  £,  Taylor.) 

Mary  W »  att  85,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  admitted  to  the  Hoe- 

pilalf  Deo.  10th,  1854.    The  patient  seemed  to  have  been  onoe  a  vigor- 
ons  woman,  and  to  have  no  nereditary  tendencies  to  disease ;  though 
within  the  last  few  years  she  had  been  the  victim  of  poverty  and  intem- 
perate habits.    During  the  past  six  months  she  has  suffered  occasionally 
uom  fever  and  ague ;  she  never  had  rheumatism,  and  was  never  subject 
to  palpitation,  dyspnoea,  or  couffh.    Four  days  previous  to  admission  she 
was  seized  suddenly,  in  the  night,  with  severe  pain  in  the  cardiac  region, 
difficulty  in  breathing,  and  a  dry  cough ;  soon  afterwards  she  began  to 
expectorate  tenacious,  bloody  sputa.    These  symptoms  continued  until 
her  admission  to  the  Hospital.    The  pain  had  abated,  but  she  still  suf- 
fered from  intense  dyspnoda,  and  an  harrassing  cough,  with  the  expecto- 
ration above  described.    The  pulse  in  the  right  wrist  was  full,  regular, 
and  about  100 ;  in  the  left  it  was  scarcely  perceptible.    The  cheeln  were 
flushed,  the  lips  a  livid  hue,  and  the  countenance  anxious.    There  was 
no  osdema  of  any  part  of  body.    On  physical  examination  the  chest  was 
found  to  be  symmetrical,  expanding  equally  on  forced  inspiration,  and 
normal  in  its  vocal  resonance.    There  was  slight  dullness  on  percussion 
tinder  both  clavicles ;  this  dullness,  it  should  be  remarked,  was  questioned 
by  several  who  examined  the  case.    Posterioilv,  percussion  was  normal, 
DO  incrcMed  extent  of  cardiac  dullness  noted.    On  auscultation  anteriorly, 
the  respiration  was  harsh,  but  not  bronchial ;  inspiration  accompanied  on 
both  sides  by  a  fine  crepitus.   The  vocal  resonance,  though  somewhat  in- 
creased, could  not  be  called  broncophonic.    Posteriorly,  the  respiratory 
murmurs  and  voice  sounds  were  normal. 

All  over  the  anterior  portion  of  chest,  but  most  distinctly  over  the 
pnecordial  region,  posteriorly  in  the  interscapular  regions,  and  along  the 
course  of  the  aorta  as  low  down  as  its  bifhrcation,  was  heard  a  loud,  harsh 
systolic  murmur,  having  the  tone  and  superficial  quality  of  a  fi*iction 
sound.  Ko  material  changes  occurred  in  the  physical  si^s  after  the 
patient's  admission.  The  cardiac  murmur  remained  unaltered  in  chaoracter 
and  extant;  the  pulmonary  signs  exhibited  no  other  change  than  an 
occasional  increase  or  diminution  of  the  crepitant  r&les.  The  expectora- 
tion was  eottstant  in  character,  a  microscopic  examination  showing  blood 
in  abmidaaice,  and  but  very  few  exudation  elements.    In  reference  to  the 
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lungs,  opinioDB  were  divided  between  pneumonia,  congestion,  and  oedema. 
Of  the  cardiac  disease,  no  positive  diagnosis  was  ventured ;  aneurism, 
mitral  disease,  rupture  of  the  valves,  and  pericarditis,  were  all  suggested 
as  probabilities,  though  none  of  them  could  be  positively  diagnosticated* 
A  few  days  previous  to  death  it  was  thought  that  a  thrill  was  occasionaUj 
detected  on  the  right  of  the  sternum,  at  the  junction  of  the  third  intercos- 
tal cartilage.  The  symptoms  gradually  became  more  severe — the  treat- 
ment addressed  to  me  relief  of  the  pulmonary  congestion  producing 
little  or  no  effect.  The  dyspnoea  and  cough  steadily  increased,  though 
the  physical  signs  indicated  no  extension  of  the  disease.  The  patient 
sunk  gradually,  and  died  Dec.  23d. 

Autopsy,  22  hours  after  death.  JTead  not  examined.  Thorax.  The 
saperior  lobes  of  both  lungs  were  in  the  state  of  red  hepatization  passing 
into  gray.  All  over  the  surface  of  the  hepatized  portions  of  both  lungSi 
both  anteriorly  and  posteriorly,  there  was  a  layer  of  crepitant  tissue  about 
the  third  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  Heart.  Weight  16  oz.,  tissue  firm 
and  healthy,  right  side  distended  with  blood.  The  aorta  presented 
numerous  patches  of  atheroma.  Aortic  valves  sufficient,  but  mickened 
alone;  their  free  margins.  The  superior  curtain  of  the  mitral  valve  rup- 
tured along  the  attached  margin,  leaving  an  aperture  about  the  third  of 
an  inch  in  diameter ;  the  ventricular  aspect  being  fringed  with  abundant 
vegetations.    Abdominal  VUeera  healthy. 

0a8b  II.    Fihrous  Tumors  in  the  walls  of  th$  Right  Ventricles,    Sac- 
culated Aneurism  and  Dilatation  of  Aorta,    (Service  of  Dr.  Mliot.) 

H.  B ,  cU,  40,  a  native  of  Ireland,  by  occupation  a  laborer;  admitted 

to  the  Hospital,  Jan.  26th,  1 856.  The  patient  was  bom  of  healthy  parents, 
and  had  always  been  a  healthy  and  robust  man;  accustomed  to  the 
use  of  liquor,  but  rarely  indulging  to  excess.  He  never  had  syphilis  and 
had  never  been  salivated.  Five  years  since  he  suffered  from  rheumatism 
of  the  knee  and  ankle  joints,  which  annoyed  him  for  three  weeksi  but  did 
not  confine  him  to  the  house.  A  year  ago  this  winter  he  b^pan  to  suf- 
fer, without  any  assignable  cause,  from  shortness  of  breath.  "&  observed 
at  the  same  time,  that  on  stooping,  his  face  became  livid  and  his  head 
dizzy,  and  he  would  have  to  grasp  something  to  steady  himself.  Six 
months  ago  he  first  noticed  that  his  face  was  swollen,  the  oedema  being 
most  marked  after  lying  down ;  his  lower  extremities  soon  became  con- 
siderably oadematous.  Gradualljr  the  superficial  veins  of  the  chest  have 
become  turgid  and  somewhat  varicose.  About  a  week  ago  the  condition 
of  things  became,  rather  suddenly,  aggravated,  and  he  began  to  have  some 
difficulty  in  swallowing.  On  admission  he  complained  of  nothing  but 
the  dysphagia,  which  he  referred  to  something  in  his  throat  that  choked 
him.  When  perfectly  quiet,  in  a  sitting  posture,  he  breathed  with  com- 
parative ease ;  but  on  lying  down,  the  dyspnoea  would  occasionally  be 
mtense,  amounting  sometimes  to  orthopnoea.  When  asleep,  the  respira- 
tion was  loud  and  stridulous,  both  inspiration  and  expiration  seeming 
to  be  equally  difficult.    He  never  coughed,  and  never  raised  blood;  he 
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fltiflfered  from  palpitation  only  after  exercise.    His  appetite  was  good, 
and  his  bowels  regular. 

Phfsieal  signSy — dictated  by  Dr.  Metcalfe. 

The  face  was  much  swollen,  generally  of  a  livid  hue,  but  in  some 
parts  red,  looking  considerably  like  erysipelas.  The  neck  was  very  short 
and  much  swollen,  the  swflliDg  extendiug  to  the  chest  and  forearms ; 
lower  extremities  somewhat  cedematous.  The  upper  part  of  sternum 
generally  prominent ;  the  external  jugulars  considerably  distended,  though 
not  pulsating.  The  skin  of  the  thorax  showed  througn  it  many  intensely 
congested  vessels,  some  of  them  capillary,  others  as  large  as  a  crowquill ; 
this  was  not  more  marked  on  one  side  than  on  the  other.  The  chest  ex- 
panded equally  on  forced  inspiration.  Nothing  abnormal  on  palpation, 
except  increased  extent  and  force  of  cardiac  impulse.  There  was 
dullness  on  percussion  over  the  whole  of  sternum,  and  two  and  a  hatf 
inches  to  the  right  of  the  median  line  above  the  nipple ;  the  prieoordial 
dullness  was  double  its  natural  extent  Over  the  nraocordial  region,  and 
ov«r  the  whole  anterior  chest,  esnecially  at  night,  tliere  was  a  loud,  harsh 
systolic  murmur ;  this  was  feebly  transmitted  to  the  carotids.  The  res- 
piration and  vocal  resonance  were  natural  on  the  left  side  of  chest ;  on 
the  right  there  was  bronchial  respiration  and  broncophony,  most  marked 
at  the  base.  The  pulse  was  small,  but  a  little  larger  in  the  Idt  wrist 
than  in  the  right';  pulsations  96,  and  regular.  The  point  of  apex-beat 
traa  indeterminate,  though  the  epigastric  pulsation  was  evident.  No 
marked  pulsation  felt  behind  clavioks  or  by  depression  in  the  jugular 
•ibesffi.  No  dullaess  anywhere  except  at  point  noted.  The  respinttion 
was  slightly  stridulous. 

There  was  no  change  observed  in  the  symptoms  or  physical  si^s 
presented  by  the  patient,  until  the  day  of  his  death.  About  11  A.  IL, 
Feb.  4th,  he  had  a  severe  fit  of  choking,  which  came  on  suddenly,  and 
for  a  moment  caused  him  to  grow  black  in  the  face.  Nothing  more,  un- 
usual, happened  until  2  AM.  the  following  morning,  when  he  rose  from 
his  bed  to  get  a  drink,  and  expressed  the  wish  that  one  of  the  patients 
would  pour  some  water  on  his  head.  Immediately  afterwards,  taking  up 
his  chamber  to  urinate,  it  dropped  from  his  hand,  he  fell  back  upon  the 
bed,  and  struck  his  head  convulsively  two  or  three  times  against  the  wall. 
An  intelligent  patient  immediately  went  to  his  assistance,  and  felt  for  his 
pulse ;  it  was  gone ;  he  gasped  several  times,  but  before  I  reached  the 
ward,  was  dead.  Those  who  were  with  him  did  not  observe  any  sudden 
suffusion  of  the  htce  previous  to  death ;  and  when  I  saw  him,  within  five 
minutes  after  he  expired^the  face  was,  if  anything,  paler  than  duAng  life. 

Autopsy, — seven  hours  afler  death.  Rigor  mortis  not  developed ;  hypo- 
static congestion  very  marked  on  the  back  and  lower  extremities.  From 
the  free  border  of  the  ribs  upwards,  the  body,  neck,  and  face  were  very 
cedematous.  Head.  Scalp  intensely  congested,  dark  venous  blood  flow- 
ing freely  on  section.  Lateral  and  longitudinal  sinuses  gorged  with 
blood.  Membrane  not  markedly  congested.  No  subarachnoid  effusion. 
On  section,  the  substance  of  the  brain  exhibited  ntimerous  points  of  con- 
gestion ;  oUierwise  nothing  abnormal  noted.  Thorax,  About  six  ok.  of 
20 
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flerum  in  each  pleural  cavity.  Left  lung  aliKhtly  oedematoua — free  from 
adhesions.  Right  lung  oedematoua,  and  firmly  bound  to  the  coetal 
pleura  by  old  adhesions.  Heart,  Weight  26  oz.  Pericardium  erery- 
where  adherent  to  the  surface  of  the  organ.  As  the  heart  lay  in  position 
to  the  right  of  the  sternum,  the  aorta  as  it  left  the  heart  was  dilated,, 
for  nearly  two  inches,  to  twice  its  normal  ^JAO^d^f-  On  its  posterior 
aspect,  about  an  inch  above  the  aortic  valves,  there  was  a  small  saccu- 
lated aneurism  as  large  as  a  walnut.  The  artery  exhibited  numerous 
patches  of  atheroma,  at  several  points  the  internal  and  middle  coats 
being  destroyed.  The  heart  itself  presented  a  peculiar  and  remarkable 
appearance  from  the  great  hypertrophy  of  the  right  ventricle.  This  was 
found,  on  examination,  to  depend  partly  on  an  hypertrophy  of  the  mos^ 
cular  tissue,  but  mainly  on  the  existence  of  three  firm  fibrous  tumors  im- 
bedded in  ihe  walls  of  the  ventricle — ^two  beinff  situated  in  the  anterior 
and  one  in  the  posterior  wall.  The  superior  half  of  the  ventricle  was 
narrowed  by  the  encroachment  of  these  fibrous  growths  to  the  diameter 
of  the  pulmonary  artery.  The  lining  membrane  of  this  portion  of  the 
Tentricle  was  thickened,  and  present^  numerous  atheromatous  patches. 
These  tumors  were  ovoid  in  shape,  of  uniform  size,  and  measuring  nearly 
an  inch  in  their  long  diameter.  On  their  pericardial  aspect  there  was 
no  muscular  tissue — their  sides  were  surrounded  by  the  wall  of  the  ven- 
tricle, and  a  thin  layer  of  muscle  covered  their  endocardial  surfisuie.  On>  i 
section  they  exhibited  the  usual  characteristics  of  fibrous  growths ;  and  by  I 
microscopic  examination,  were  found  to  be  constituted  entirely  of  fibro-  ! 
plastic  elements.  Left  ventricle  somewhat  hypertrophied.  Valves  healthy.  I 
Abdominal  Viscera  healthy. 

The  specimen  just  described  was  presented  by  Dr.  Elliot  at  a  late 
meeting  of  the  Pathological  Society.    It  excited  considerable  interest,  ' 

inasmuch  as  it  seemed  to  be  altogeUier  unique,  no  similar  case  having  | 

occurred  in  the  literary  or  practical  observation  of  any  of  the  members* 
present. 


L   NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDIOINR 

Stated  Meeting,  March  5,  1856.  The  President,  Dr.  Willard 
Parxbr,  in  the  chair. 

The  Oommittee  on  Admissions  reported  favorably  on  the  names  of 
the  following  persons,  proposed  for  I^Bsident  Fellowship : — 

Dr.  N.  C.  Husted,  No.  21Y  W.  42d  street,  Grad.  of  the  University  of 
City  of  N.  York,  1850 ;  Dr.  J.  W.  S.  Gouley,  83  Amity  street,  Grad. 
N.  York  Coll.  Phys.  and  Surg.,  1858;  Dr.  J.  Hancock  Douglas, 
12  Clinton  Place,  Grad.  University  of  Penn.,  1847 ;  Dr.  T.  A.  Emmet^ 
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113  Fourth  avenue,  Grad.  Jefferson  Med.  ColL,  1850;  Dr.  Michael  £. 
Foy,  181  Avenue  B,  Grad.  Apothecaries  Hall,  1840,  and  Roy.  CoU., 
Surg.,  Edinburgh,  1868  ;  Dr.  John  C.  Dalton,  26  Twenty-fifth  at.,  Grad. 
Harvard  University,  1847;  Dr.  Alonzo  Clark,  Fourth  avenue,  cor.  19th 
street,  Grad.  Coll.  Phys.  and  Surg.,  N.  York,  1835. 

Drs.  Phillip  O'Reilly  and  Mortimer  G.  Porter,  were  then,  on  ballot, 
chosen  Resident  Fellows  of  the  Academy. 

The  Section  on  Surgery  and  Surgical  Pathology  presented  a  Report, 
which  was  ordered  on  file. 

Letters  were  read  from  Dr.  Francis,  the  late  President,  and  Dr. 
Parker,  thanking  the  Academy  for  the  complimentary  resolutions  re- 
questing the  ptu>lication  of  their  late  addresses ;  but  declining,  on  the 
ground  that  they  contained  little  novelty,  and  would  unnecessarily 
add  to  the  expenditure  of  the  Academy. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  F.  Campbell  Stewart  was  also  read,  dated  Edin* 
burg,  Feb.  15,  1856,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Academy,  and 
inclosing  a  paper  upon  carbonic  acid  gas,  addressed  to  the  Academy  b^ 
Prof.  James  Simpson,  of  that  city. 

Dr.  Jos.  M.  Smith  then  communicated  a  letter  from  Samnel  R» 
House,  M.  D.,  Medical  Missionary  at  Siam,  addressed  to  the  Academy,, 
on  behalf  of  the  Siamese. Prince,  Erom  Luang  Wongsa  Tirat  Sanit,  » 
brother  of  the  king,  and  a  medical  man,  acknowledging  with  thanks  the 
receipt  of  his  diploma  as  a  Corresponding  Fellow  of  the  Academy.  Dr. 
Smitn  added  details  obtained  from  Dr.  House  in  regard  to  the  Prince^ 
showing  him  to  be,  from  his  high  scientific  attainments,  eminently 
worthy  of  the  honor  conferred  on  him  by  the  Academy.  The  letters- 
were  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  presented  a  pamphlet,  "  Sur 
^Application  du  Perchlorure  de  Fer  de  I'Ezterieur  k  Flnterieur,''  the 
gift  of  the  author.  Dr.  Alezr.  Thierry,  which  was  ordered  to  be  placed  in 
the  library. 

Dr.  Jos.  M.  Smithy  Chairman  of  the  Prize  Committee  for  the  best 
essay  on  Cholera  Infantum,  made  a  report,  stating  that  the  Committee 
had  unanimously  awarded  the  prize  to  the  author  of  the  essay  bearing 
the  motto  from  Horace, — 

'*  Bi  anid  novisti  recUiis  latii, 
GandiduB  imperti ;  si  noD,  his  liters  meenni." 

By  the  order  of  the  Academy,  the  corresponding  sealed  letter  was- 
broken,  and  Dr.  James  Stewart,  of  Bleecker  street,  of  this  city,  was 
declared  to  be  the  writer,  and  to  him  was  awarded  the  prize  of  one 
hundred  dollars.  The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted,  and  the 
essay  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Dr.  C,  B.  Isaacs  then  read  a  long  paper  on  the  Intimate  Structure 
of  the  Kidney,  reporting  the  result  of  long  and  minute  examinations  of 
the  microscopical  anatomy  of  that  organ,  undertaken  by  him  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  difference  in  the  opinions  of  the  distinguished  micro- 
scopists  of  the  world.  The  paper  was  illustrated  by  numerous  drawings, 
and  is  the  result  of  prolonged  labor  and  much  accurate  research,  and  is* 
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both  honorable  to  the  worthy  author  and  oreditable  to  the  Academy ; 
and,  when  published,  will  do  much  to  elevate  the  character  of  tae 
Academy  abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  It  was  referred  to  the  section  on 
Anatomy  and  Physiol^^. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Detmold,  the  Secretary  then  proceeded  to  read  the 
communication  from  Dr.  Simpson,  ^  On  Carbonic  Acid  Oas  as  an  Anses- 
thetic  in  Uterine  Diseases.*'  The  paper  stated  that  in  some  cases  the 
use  of  chloroform  vapor  was  found  to  excite  temporary  pain  and  a  sense 
of  burning  heat,  while  this  agent  produces  a  sensation  of  cold  decidedly 
pleasant  and  refreshing.  The  production  of  this  gas  is  made  by  the 
admixture  of  carbonate  of  lime  and  sulphuric  acid  in  proper  proportion, 
mixed  in  an  ordinary  bottle,  carefully  stopped ;  the  cork  being  perforated 
by  an  India  rubber  tube  of  any  desired  length.  Dr.  Simp»an  then  went 
on  at  some  length  to  show  the  antiquity  of  this  use  of  carl>onic  acid  gas 
by  the  Ancients,  who  used  it  many  ways  unwittingly ;  especially  in  the 
fornications  by  the  burning  of  perfumed  woods  and  aromatacs,  the  virtue 
of  which  arose,  if  at  all,  from  the  gas  evolved  in  the  combustion.  Various 
cases  were  given  of  diseases  cured,  or  of  symptoms  relieved,  by  the 
administration  of  this  historical  ansBrthetic 

Dr.  Dtimold  said  that  he  had  previously  stated,  when  the  subject  of 
chloroform  was  introduced  to  the  Academy  several  years  since,  that  he 
conceived  that  the  beneficial  effects  of  all  the  various  anaesthetics  used 
were  due  to  the  presence  of  carbonic  acid  gas.  Aniesthetics  were  of 
three  classes :  First,  carbowie  add  gax  (as  stated  in  this  paper,  and  which, 
as  will  be  shown,  is  the  active  principle  in  all  the  others).  Second, 
carbon  in  the  form  of  various  ethers,  which,  in  its  admixture  with  hydro- 
gen, is  exceeding  inflammable.  Third,  the  peroxide  of  kydrogeny  or  the 
laughing  gas.  That  the  active  principle  is  carbonic  acid  gas,  is  demon- 
stnSed  from  the  chemical  changes  effected  by  its  use.  The  carbon  is 
burnt  in  the  lungs,  and  the  product  is  carbonic  acid  gas.  When  the 
peroxide  of  hydrogen  is  inhaled,  it  takes  carbon  from  the  blood,  and 
the  result  is  alike  carbonic  acid  gas.  A  proof  of  this  is  found  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  patient,  and  in  the  means  used  for  resuscitation  when  too 
fireely  used. 

Dr.  Griscom  commended  the  paper,  and  indoned  the  chemical 
theory  enunciated;  and  proposed  using  muriatic  acid  instead  of  sul- 
phuric acid,  as  the  former  creates  an  insoluble  sulphate  of  lime  upon 
the  exterior,  and  thus  prevents  further  action,  while  the  development  of 
gas  with  the  use  of  muriatic  acid  will  continue  until  the  materials  are 
entirely  exhausted. 

Dr.  Wation  had  seen  this  gas  used  as  a  remedy  for  photophobia, 
more  than  twenty  years  ago. 

The  thanks  of  the  Actdemy  were  voted  to  the  distinguished  author, 
and  the  paper  was  referred  to  the  Section  on  Theory  and  Practice. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beadle^  it  was  voted  that  the  thanks  of  the  Acad- 
emy be  tendered  to  Dr.  Simpson,  through  Dr.  F.  Campbell  Stewart,  for 
his  interesting  paper,  and  that  he  be  informed  that  it  was  read  before  the 
Academy,  and  appropriately  referred. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  5.  C.  Foitery  the  order  of  botiaesa  wm  Bu^peoded 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  the  Amerioao 
Medical  ABBodation,  at  its  meeting  in  Detroit  in  May  next ;  and  a  commit 
tee  of  &ve  was  appointed  by  the  Chair  to  nominate  thirty  delegates.. 
Dn.  8.  C.  Foater,  Jos.  M.  Smith,  A.  C.  Poet»  John  Wataon,  and  B.  F. 
Barker  were  made  to  conetitute  this  Committee. 

Dr.  McNultyj  from  the  Special  Committie  appointed  at  the  ]«at 
meetix^  in  regard  to  the  Memorial  to  the  Legielatiife^  reported  that  tbsr- 
memoml  iiad  Deen  dsawa  up  and  aent^  and  that  it  was  necessacy.tet 
dcaw  up  an  act  for  the  purpose  contemplated,  to  be  offered  to  the  legia- 
latore.  The  report  was  accepted,  ajid.  the  same  Committee  were  authcriced 
to  prepare  the  document  required. 

Dr.  Cwrson  moved  the  following  re8olution»  which  was  adopted :. 
Bf9obftdy  That  as  soon  as  the  Publication  Committee  shall  have  placed 
a  copy  of  the  Prize  Essay  in  the  hands  of  members  of  th^  Academy,  th^^ 
Pk-esident  appoint  an  evening  for  the  special  discussion  of  ita  subject, 
a«d  name  fomr  gentlemen  bnefiy  to  lead  the  discussion  of  the  following 
tomes, — the  symptoma,  etiology,  pathology,  and  treatment  of  choleca 
inmntum. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjpumed. 


IL  KEW  YORK  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

Bx tracts  from  the  Minutes. 

Rbportbd  bt  E.  Lbs  Jokbs,  M.  D.,  RBooRnuia  Sbcbbtart. 

Regular  Meeting,  Jan.  88,  1856.— The  President,  Dr.  RoBXsr 
Watts,  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  PinneU  presented  a  specimen  of  cirrhoeie  if  the  Ueer^  taken  bom 
a  woman  twenty-two  years  old,  admitted  into  St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  on 
the  12th  of  this  month,  having  a  chronic  ulcer  of  the  leg.  The  second 
day  after  admission  she  complained  of  a  sensation  of  faintness,  and  was, 
IB  consequence,  unable  to  leave  the  bed.  In  a  few  hours  the  akin  be* 
came  jaundiced,  and  on  the  following  morning  the  presence  of  abdom* 
inal  effusion  was  evinced  by  distinct  fluctuation.    She  had  no  pain. 

Jan.  \AtK — Commenced  vomiting ;  pulse  85  ;  mind  dear ;  skin 
cool.  She  expressed  a  desire  to  return  home,  if  her  sickness  waa  likely 
to  prove  serious.  In  the  evening  she  vomited  a  large  ouantity  of  blood, 
and  shortly  after  died.  Paetmortem  esaminaiion  revealed  the  peritoneal 
cavity  oontaiBing  three  quarts  of  serum.  In  the  stomach  waa  found  a 
quantity  of  coagulated  blood.  On  carefully  washing  the  organ,  bo 
morbid  appearance  was  observed.  The  liver  was  extensively  eiirfaoBady 
Uaog  dimmiahed  to  one  half  ita  natural  siae,  nodulated,  and  finn  in 
texture.  The  vena  portse  waa  filled  with  fibrinous  coagala.  Tha 
hepatic,  cystic,  and  common  dneta  were  much  contracted. 
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Dr.  F.  next  exhibited  the  fiomaeA  of  a  child,  four  years  of  age,  who 
was  poisoned  by  forty  grains  of  nitrate  of  silver, — the  case  occurring  in 
the  practice  of  Dr.  R.  Belden,  of  Hudson-street.  Catharine  Qould, 
aged  four  years,  swallowed  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1855,  two  scruples  of 
nitrate  of  silver.  For  the  first  five  or  six  days  no  unpleasant  symptoms 
were  exhibited  by  the  child,  or  perceived  by  its  parents,  the  little  one  con- 
tinuing to  run  about  as  usual,  and  amusiDff  herself  with  her  wonted  jplays 
4md  amusements.  On  or  about  the  sixth  dav  it  was  attacked  with  violent 
mucous  diarrhoea,  which  continued  for  nearly  two  months,  attended  with 
-extreme  emaciation  and  impaired  appetite.  Aiter  the  usual  remedies  had 
4>een  ffiven  for  some  six  weeks,  orderea  the  followinff  mixture : —  Q .  Bals. 
CopaiDS,  §  ss.,  Mucil.G.  AcaciiB,  §  iijss.,  M.,  and  administered  inteaspoon- 
ful  doses  every  four  hours.  Twenty-four  hours  after  using  it,  the  lips, 
rgums,  and  teeth  became  encrusted  with  the  caustic  on  the  mucous 
^membrane  of  mouth  and  fauces.  The  action  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  was 
^evident :  the  sputa  appeared  as  if  nitrate  of  silver  had  been  dissolved  in 
them.  Continued  the  use  of  the  balsam,  etc.  On  the  ninth  day  after 
^commencing  the  balsam,  the  diarrhoea  became  less,  the  action  of  the 
Hsaustic  in  the  mouth,  on  the  lips  and  teeth,  disappeared;  and  in  about  two 
weeks  all  unpleasant  symptoms  had  subsided.  The  child  improved  in 
flesh,  and  became  apparently  well,  and  continued  so  until  the  oeginning 
of  last  December  (five  months  after  swallowing  the  poison),  when  it 
showed  symptoms  of  typhoid  fever — such  as,  a  dry,  mahogany  colored, 
and  fissured  tongue;  pulse  120  per  minute  and  small;  very  restless; 
skin  hot,  dry,  sensitive,  and  of  a  dusky  tint ;  eyes  glassy  and  wild,  pupils 
dilated ;  an  inveterate  disposition  to  pinch  its  own  nose ;  some  delirium ; 

Seat  languor  and  spasmodic  movements  of  upper  and  lower  extremities, 
lese  symptoms  continued  more  or  less  severe  for  fifteen  days,  when  the 
child  b^an  to  improve,  and  on  the  eighteenth  was  convalescent ;  ton^rue 
became  moist,  and  lost  its  brownish  hue  and  fissure ;  skin  natural,  moist ; 
all  the  secretions  normal ;  took  nourishment,  and  continued  to  improve 
for  some  two  or  three  days ;  but  after  that  period  a  relapse  of  the  above 
mentioned  symptoms  re-occurred,  aod  continued  for  a  few  days,  when  it 
again  began  to  improve.  In  four  weeks  from  the  first  attack  of  typhoid 
fever,  in  the  beginning  of  January,  1856,  the  child  was  permitted  to  eat 
apple  pie,  rather  under  baked ;  and  from  that  period  there  was  no  dispo- 
sition to  take  nourishment  On  the  following  day  it  began  to  vomit 
biliary  matter,  and  continued  to  do  so  until  death :  it  invariably  refused 
nourishment  Great  thirst,  loss  of  appetite,  and  vomiting  of  bile,  were 
the  only  symptoms  observed.  The  alvine  evacuations  were  natural.  It 
was  free  from  pain  or  tenderness  during  the  whole  period,  until  about 
three  hours  before  death, — when  the  little  sufferer  began  to  complain  of 
excruciating  pain  in  the  epigastric  region,  and  sank  very  rapidly, — on 
January  19th,  1856. 

Autopty,  twenty-six  hours  after  death.  The  stomach  presented  three 
ridges,  where  the  caustic  had  probably  first  rested.  At  these  points  the 
mucous  membrane  was  much  thickened  and  elevated. 
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Dr.  Marioe  inquirdd  if  there  was  any  evidence  of  any  arg.  nit  in 
the  diflchaiges. 

Dr.  F,  replied,  that  point  was  not  looked  into. 

Dr.  Metealfe  suffgested,  that  as  this  was  an  interesting  and  novel 
^oaae  in  the  annals  of  the  Society,  the  elevations  of  the  stomach  be  snb* 
mitted  to  minnte  examination  by  the  microscope,  to  learn  what  changes, 
if  any,  had  occurred  in  its  structure ;  and  he  moved  that  Dr.  Clark,  in 
connection  with  Dr.  Finnell,  be  requested  to  make  the  examination. 
Adopted. 

Dt.  F.  next  presented  a  specimen  ol  ^rrhoM  of  ike  liver^  obtained 
'from  a  man  forty-four  years  old,  who  applied  a  few  months  since  for 
4idvice  at  the  Demilt  Dispensary,  su£fering  then  from  debility  and  abdo- 
minal effusion.  At  one  period  he  had  been  very  intemperate,  but  of 
late  years  had  entirely  abstained  from  drink.  In  May,  1853,  copious 
htematemesis  occurred,  which  has  been  repeated  on  several  occasions. 
At  the  time  of  his  application,  the  {Hrominent  symptom  observed  was  the 
aadtee.  Examination  of  the  heart  and  lungs  detected  nothing  abnonnal. 
No  albumen  in  the  urine.  The  dropsy  was  considered  as  dependent 
npon  cirrhosis.    The  treatment  was  palliative. 

Autopsy^ — made  by  Dr.  W.  B.  Bibbins : — 

Lungs  healthy ;  but  a  single  old  pleuritic  adhesion,  which  connected 
not  very  firmly  the  base  of  the  left  lung  to  the  diaphragm.  JRsatt  was 
in  normal  state,  except  a  few  small  patches  of  organized  lymph  upon 
the  surface,  showing  that  slight  pericarditis  had  formerly  existed.  Ah- 
domen — ^the  intestines  were  glued  together  by  extensive  old  peritoneal  in* 
flammation,  appurently  having  no  relation  to  the  recent  operation  of 
.paracentesis  aodominis.  Liver, — right  lobe  was  adherent  to  the  dia- 
phragm, and  part  of  the  left,  from  firmness  of  adhesions,  was  in  the  re- 
moval* torn  off;  on  expression  no  pus,  only  serum  exuded.  Kidneys, — 
left  had  lost  entirely  line  of  distinction  between  the  cortical  and  middle 
pyramidal  pdrtions ;  while  the  right  showed  a  similar  diseased  condition 
not  as  far  advanced,  effused  fibrin  giving  them  a  very  distinct  outline. 
Spleen — generally  adherent,  enlarged,  camified,  with  much  fibrin  thrown 
out  around  the  vessels.  Stomaeh — contained  a  large  quantity  of  venous 
blood ;  was  lined  with  inspissated  mucus,  but  presented  no  ulcerations 
<»r  other  lesions. 

The  opinion  seems  warranted,  that  not  only  the  contraction  of  the 
portal  vein,  but  also  the  inflammation  of  the  smaller  mesenteric  veins 
daring  the  peritonitis,  causing  obstruction  to  the  circulation  from  fibrin- 
ous effusion  then,  and  the  subsequent  contraction  of  their  surrounding 
oellnlar  tissue,  produced  the  ascites. 

Dr.  Clark  remarked,  that  the  cases  of  cirrhosis  were  interestiag  in 
4ine  particular,  viz.,  hsematemesis,  without  any  lesion  of  the  stomach. 
Dr.  Metcalfe  had  first  called  the  attention  of  members,  a  few  years  since, 
to  the  frequent  occurrence  of  this  symptom  in  the  disease  in  questioD. 
The  liver  being  firm  and  hard,  and  the  circulation  obstructed,  it  is  easily 
conceived  how  the  hiemorrhage  of  the  stomach  is  a  consequenoe  of  the 
^obstructed  circulation. 
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T>f.  M^Cr^ady  axkibited  »  spechnmi  of  anmtfiim  of  th$  aoria^  bunt- 
ing into  the  <B3ophagu8,  obtained  from  a  joung  man,  2S  jeaiB<^  age; 
and  read  the  hiBtory  of  the  oaae.* 

I>r.  T.  F.  Coek  pfeeented  a  specimen  of  Ckmeetom  dunm  9f  the 
smaU  «i<MltfM#,  removed  from  a  female  paUeat,  2S  yean  of  age, 
dhig^  admitted  into  the  New  York  Hefpital,  on  the  1 7th  Deoember, 
1855.  She  states  she  has  been  subject  tfr  obstinate  and  frequent  attaefci 
of  namsea  and  vomiting,  with  pain  resembling  cramps,  increased  on 
pressure,  in  the  right  iliac  fossa.  The  first  attadc  occurred  in  June  lastL 
Of  late  the  paroxysms  hare  increaaed  in  number  and  severity.  On  ad- 
missiott,  she  was  pale,  emaciated,  and  cachectic ;  abdomen  sunlmn ;  breadi 
ofensive ;  t<mgue  moist,  red  and  furred ;  substanee  vomited  griMn  and 
abundaut  Pbysical  examination  revealed  the  organs  of  the  ehesi 
heaUhy ;  the  entire  trouble  was  referred  to  the  abdomen.  She  oontmued 
oottiparatively  comfortable  for  a  month  after  admission,  when  on  tiie  18th 
Jan.  1850,  at  the  morning  visit,  she  was  found  in  much  distress,  hsvii^ 
suffered  greatly  during  the  night.  Bxamining  the  abdomen,  a  tumor  wia' 
finmd,  situated  in  the  epigastric  and  umbilical  regions,  extendii^  to  bodi 
hypochondria,  well  defined,  hard,  painful  to  the  touch,  resembling  in  fionn 
a  distended  stomach.  On  the  right  side  there  seemed  to  be  a  smaller  tu- 
mor, connected  by  membranes  witli  the  laiger  mass ;  also  there  could  be 
felt  a  body  of  greater  density  than  the  remainder  of  the  tumor,  moivable, 
siteated  to  the  right  of  the  main  tumor,  giving  a  sensation  similar  to  the 
hard  parts  of  the  foetus  within  its  membranes ;  between  the  two  was  e 
dcqpyession.  The  shape  of  the  whole  mass  was  semilunar,  the  concavity 
upward ;  greatest  breadth  near  the  center ;  its  margin,  on  the  right,  ir« 
regular;  no  fluctuation ;  its  surface  irreguUr,  almost  nodulated.  It  waa 
conjectured  that  it  might  be  the  stomach,  pushed  below  its  natural  po- 
sition, and  enlarged  by  carcinomatous  growth.  Treatment  adopted  waa 
palliative  and  sustaining.  The  next  day  she  had  a  cofuous  evaeuadon 
of  almost  pure  blood,  about  a  pint ;  the  day  after,  another:  She  died 
on  Ifonday  the  20th  January. 

Poitmortem  JTimDMyuilion.— -Externally  no  evidence  of  a  tumor. 
On  opening  the  abdomen,  marks  of  recent  peritonitis  observed.  No  tu* 
mor  was  found.  The  intestmes  were  everywhere  glued  together  by  old 
adhesions.  The  parts  were  so  much  disor^nized  that  it  waa  impossible  to- 
state  what  particular  portions  of  the  intestines  were  diseased,  o<(her  than  to 
say  that  the  disorganization  was  confined  to  the  small  intestines.  Gobs* 
meneing  at  a  point  where  several  small  tumors  existed,  the  intestines  di* 
lets ;  and  below,  for  the  space  of  eighteen  inches,  the  gut  was  dark,  soft,, 
and  permeated  with  small  holes,  ^me  of  them  were  probably  cauaed 
m  removing  the  viscera,  as  the  fluid  in  the  abdominal  cavity  was  siaiilar 
to  that  found  in  the  intestines  themselves.  Two  feet  below  this,  it  agaoa 
,  becoming  mora  nonnaL  The  stomach  was  healthy.  Thelittltt 
\  he  considered  of  a  cancerous  nature. 


*  Reported  in  fill  under  the  heed  ef  Original  OonnnanieatSoBSk 
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Dr.  Mofhee  laid  b€feK6  the  Society  a  speeiBMn  of  Imtatum  of  ibe 
rmiiue  farvmrde  at  the  elbow,  taken  from  a  man  about  twenty-iive  Teaia 
old,  who  entered  the  New  Tork  Hospital  some  weeks  ago,  with  a  severe 
injary  of  tibe  left  elbow,  vsoeiTed  by  a  fall  from  a  bridge  down  on  to  * 
railroad  traek,  striking  against  the  iron  tail.  When  admitted,  swelling 
had  already  taken  plMe,  and  mnoh  obseoired  the  diagnosis.  The  wiiola 
limb  was  deformed ;  a  deformity,  however,  which  was  easier  apnie<nated 
than  desoribed.  On  the  anterior  aq>ect  of  the  elbow  eonld  be  ndt  a  leng 
prominence,  which  moved  on  rotation  of  fore-arm;  which  motien  psof 
dueed  abondant  crepitus,  apparently  directly  under  the  finger.  A  kurge 
laeevated  wound  exuted  on  me  posterior  and  outer  aspect  of  the  joints 
from  which  numerous  fragments,  apparently  f)x>m  the  side  of  the  cieerat 
non,  were  taken  away.  The  injury  wae  considered  so  serious,  the  joint 
being  extonmvely  opened  bdiind,  diat  but  few  attempts  at  mdnction 
were  made,  and  these  unsuccessfully,  it  being  a  mere  question  of  priflury 
or  secondary  amputation.  It  was  decided  to  leave  the  limb  for  secondary 
amputation,  not  overlooking  the  possibility  of  its  being  saved  withoot 
operation.  Hope  of  such  a  result  was  soon  abandoned.  The  inflaiwma- 
tUm  and  suppuration  following  were  so  eztenrive  and  severe  as  vecy 
nearly  to  destroy  him,  and  the  arm  was  finally  amputated,  as  the  on^ 
means  of  saving  his  life.  The  diaffuosis  made  by  Dr.  M.,  <^  the  injury  at 
the  time,  was  firaoture  of  Uie  nec3c  of  the  radius,  wiA  dispiaoeiEifint  of. 
shaft  forward,  as  in  lozation.  There  was  undoubted  fracture  of  the  ulna 
lower  down. 

The  ipecimen  shows  the  head  of  the  radius  thrown  forward  upon 
anterior  sur&ce  of  the  humerus,  and  the  ulna  fractured  three  inches  loweir 
down.  Now,  on  graaping  the  specimen  with  the  thumb  on  the  head  of 
the  radius,  the  fingers  behind  embrace  the  portion  of  the  ulna  which  is 
fractured.  The  crepitus  thus  transmitted  was  so  clear  and  distinct,  on 
rotating  the  forearm,  as  to  lead  to,  and  explain,  the  mistake  made  in  the 
diagnosis. 

Dr.  Metealft  exhibited  a  ea$t  of  the  trachea  obtained  from  a  lyi^g* 
in  patient  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  attacked  with  laryngitis ;  the  symptoma 
w»re  so  urgent  as  to  demand  the  operation  of  laryngotomy.    She  died 

Ktly  from  asthenia,  and  partly  from  a^>h^ia.  On  inspection,  false  mem* 
ne  was  found  behind  the  epigiottiB,  lining  the  whole  interior  of  the 
larynx,  and  eztMiding  down  to  the  fourth  division  of  the  bronchial  tubes*, 
The  specimen  is  a  complete  cylindrical  cast  of  the  trachea. 

Dr.  M«  then  presented  a  fatal  case  of  Munbrttrnmi  C!roup,  in  a  child 
five  years  old,  in  which  there  was  expectoration  of  an  unusual  cast  of  the 
tiachea.  Hannah  Humes,  set  five  years,  bom  in  New  York,  was  taken 
sick  on  the  27th  September  with  symptoms  of  croup.  The  mother,  not 
sap(K>8ing  the  child  to  be  very  ill,  treated  her  herself,  giving  hot  baths^ 
saveral  doses  of  castor-oil,  and  an  emetic  dose  of  pulv.  ipecac,  whicb^. 
however,  did  not  ]>roduce  vomiting.  The  child  becoming  worse,  on  the 
dOth  Sept,  a  physician  was  called  to  see  it-«who  found  it  with  mem- 
branous eroup^  andf  on  examination  of  chesty  detected  pneumonia  in 
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boik  lungs ;  there  wm  eoniidevable  dyipnoea,  oominff  on  in  parozjanu ; 
pnlie  110,  and  feeble;  skin  bot  and  diy ;  toneue  sli^tly  coaled ;  boweli 
regularly  moved.  Ordered  leeches  to  the  diest,  to  be  followed  by  fo- 
mentations, a  pnrgatiTe  of  calomel,  and  syr.  ipecac  with  tinct.  aooniti 
rad.  After  the  child  had  taken  about  half  an  ounce  of  syr.  ipecac  and 
about  fire  drops  of  the  aconite,  she  threw  off  this  membrane;  but  con- 
tinued to  sink,  and  died  on  Ist  October. 

On  inipection,  the  exudation  is  seen  eitending  down  to  the  fourth 
and  fifth  division  of  the  bronchi. 

Dr.  M.  also  presented  a  similar  instance,  in  a  girl  thirteen  years  old ; 
and  a  perfect  eoH  of  the  bronchial  tube,  expectorated  by  a  woman  fifty* 
three  years  of  age,  who  had  been  affected  for  four  or  fire  years  with  what 
might  be  termed  fibroui  kranehiHi. 

Dr.  A.  dark  suggested,  that  in  the  last  case,  the  casts  were  the  results 
of  local  bronchial  inflammation,  due  to  the  presence  of  tubercles.  He  had 
three  times  seen  similar  casts  expectorated  by  persons  afterwards  present- 
ing  symptoms  of  tubercles. 

Dt.  Metcalfe  observed,  that  in  thirty-four  cases,  collected  by  Dr. 
Psaoock,  twenty  entirely  recovered ;  and,  as  a  general  thing,  they  were 
not  a  consequence  of  tubercles. 

Dr.  PeoiUe  remarked  that  the  specimens  presented  by  Dr.  Metcalfe 
were  of  great  interest,  since  they  show  the  same  pathological  condition  of 
the  air  passages,  at  very  different  periods  of  life — from  inuncy  to  over  fifty 
years.  In  all  these  cases,  inflammation  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  air 
pMsages  had  occurred,  and  a  false  membrane  had  been  formed  in  conse- 
quence ;  the  duease  being  called  '*  croup  "  in  the  first  mentioned  cases, 
and  ^  fibrous  brohchitis/'  in  the  last  one.  Dr.  P.  does  not  believe  there 
is  any  thing  specific  in  croup,  whether  pseudo-membranous  or  not  so. 
He  regards  it  as  a  mere  eimple  laryngitie  at  first,  becoming  also  a 
tracheitis  as  it  descends  into  the  trachea ;  and  since  it  also  often  extends 
downwards  into  the  bronchial  tubes  (as  these  specimens  also  demonstrate), 
it  is  then  of  course  a  laryngo-tracheo-hronchitis.  Whether  a  false 
membrane  is  formed  or  not  in  croup,  depends  upon  other  circumstances, 
and  not  upon  the  nature  of  the  inflammation.  If  the  plasma  exuded  upon 
the  inflamed  membrane  be  of  good  quality,  and  remain  at  rest  and  in 
perfect  contact,  it  will  become  fibrillated  (coagulated)  into  a  fidse 
membrane ;  in  the  opposite  circumstances,  the  latter  cannot  be  formed. 
In  cases  of  laryngo-tracheitis,  it  is  therefore  far  more  likely  to  be  formed 
in  infants  and  young  children,  who  have  less  power  to  expel  the  plasma 
when  first  exuded,  or  soon  after.  In  adults  for  the  same  reason  in  part, 
perhaps,  females  are  more  liable  to  the  pseudo-membranous  form  of 
laryngo-tracheitis  (or  croup)  than  males  are.  Dr.  P.  had  before  been 
himself  acauainted  with  three  c^ses  of  croup  in  adults ;  and  these  were 
all  in  females.  The  last  specimen  shown  oy  Dr.  Metcalfe  was  one  of 
pseudo-membranous  larnygd-tracheitis. 

Another  point  of  interest  was  suggested  to  Dr.  P.  by  the  ftict  that 
the  false  membrane  lining  the  larynx  and  trachea  was  probably  com- 
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pletely  detached  from  ihe  muoous  membnuke  (if  he  was  ooneetlj  iDfonned) 
before  deatb^  and  had  shrunk  somewhat,  so  as  to  obstmot  the  air  tubes 
more  than  while  in  perfect  contact.  In  all  cases  of  croup  with  false 
membrane,  Dr.  P.  stated  that  the  latter  will  become  spontaneously  de- 
tached, if  the  patients  can  be  kept  alive  a  sufficient  time ;  for  the  new 
membrane  is  never  vascular,  and  there  is  no  vital  connection  between  it 
and  the  mucous  surface  beneath. 

Dr.  P.  therefore  thought  the  inference  unavoidable,  that  a  great  ob- 
ject in  the  treatment  of  croup  with  false  membrane  should  be  to  sustain 
the  patient's  strength  ;  and  that  the  heroic  treatment  of  this  disease,  too 
often  adopted,  is  all  wrong, — at  least,  after  the  disease  is  fiiiriy  developed, 
and  the  new  membrane  is  already  formed. 

Dr.  P.  referred,  for  his  views  at  length,  of  the  pathology  and  treat- 
ment of  croup,  to  die  Amer.  Med,  Ifanthh  Journal^  for  Aug.  and  Sept. 
1864. 

Dr.  Metcalfe  also  reported  a  case  of  aneuriem'of  ihe  deeeending  aorta^ 
bursting  into  Uie  left  bronchus,  and  exhibited  the  specimen.* 


d^itariol. 


Branxed  Skin  and  Disease  of  the  Supra-renal  Capsules. — In  our  Dumber 
for  September,  1855,  we  recorded  a  case  of  change  cf  color  of  ihe  skin  from 
white  to  that  of  (he  muJatiOy  without  any  well-defined  cause  to  which  it  could 
be  attributed,  or  any  discovered  postmortem  lesion  with  which  it  could  be 
associated.  We  were  not  aware  until  quite  recently  that  there  was  aoy  sup- 
posed connection  between  this  condition  of  the  skin  and  a  special  morbid  state 
of  any  organ ;  and  have  been  interested  in  the  record  of  cases  in  some  late 
numbers  of  the  London  Medical  Times  and  Gazette^  London  Lancet^  and 
Association  Medical  Joumaly  intended  to  illustrate  **  the  connection  between 
bronzed  skin  and  disease  of  the  supra-renal  capsules,"  to  which  attention  has 
been  directed  by  Dr.  Addison,  the  Senior  Physician  of  Guy's  Hospital,  in  a 
monograph  on  the  **  Diseases  of  the  Supra-renal  Capsules,"  recently  published. 
According  to  the  views  of  Dr.  A.,  which  are  the  result  of  clinical  experience, 
and  are  supported  by  eleven  carefully  narrated  cases,  among  other  symptoms 
indicative  of  disease  of  these  organs,  is  <*  a  peculiar  browning  or  bronzing  of  the 
skin,"  which  may  depend  upon  any  disease  which  affects  their  disorganization, 
aa  cancer,  tubercle,  abscess.  He  says  that  patients  suffering  from  this  symp- 
tom **  fall  gradually,  and  without  any  obvious  cause,  into  a  peculiar  form  of 
debility,  which  results  almost  invariably  in  death  within  a  limited  period." 
^  The  number  of  cases  yet  observed  is,  of  course,  too  small  to  establish  a 
deciaed  connection  between  these  symptoms  and  disease  of  these  organs,  but 

*  Beported  in  fall,  under  the  head  of  Origioal  Commumoatioiu. 


348  MUorM.  [April, 


lli07««raiBoiiiiitoMfiilmiBimitin«lwnrt^  lend  to  ia?eBlig». 

tkm  and  ietttoneBt  of  the  qietHon  whotlMr  a  new  form  of  dfaoaoe  k  to  bo 
addod  to  the  noeologiea)  llet  The  editor  of  the  Medieai  Tknes  and  ChxeUe 
has  commeneed  a  aeriea  of  eaaea  bearing  npoo  tida  poist,  and  appeala  to  the 
profbaaion  for  the  contribution  of  Ikcta  on  Uie  anbjeet 

According  to  Dr.  Addiaon,  there  are  no  mari[ed  aymptoma  of  thia  diaeaaOt 
except  progreaaive  loaa  of  atrength,  and  the  pecaliar  change  in  the  color  of 
the  akin ;  bnt  it  ia  a  characteriatic  of  the  debility  attending  it,  that  it  ia  KareJ^j 
attanded  hy  much  emamtion ;  and  tha^  though  there  ia  mnch  flabbineaa  of 
tiaane,  the  aol^eciof  it  ^  retaina  thioi^oiit  a  general  bnlhioeaa  of  ffain^  whiA 
eontimata  atrongly  with  hia  extreoM  UteU^Ma."  Ua«ally»BO  other  impoittafc 
nneral  eonpliei^ieii  avporFCBea. 

So  little  hBfioBlaiioa  haa  been  heratofoie  altaehed'  to  the  aupnunnal  ei^ 
anlea,  that  the  examhiation  of  them  haa  been  almost  nniveraally  negleeted^ 
«itil  recently.  %iee  Dr.  Addiaon  commenced  his  reaearchea,  attention  haa 
been  paid  to  thia  point ;  and  dvring  the  paat  two  years,  in  five  hundred  inapee- 
tiona  whieb  have  been  made  at  Gay'a  Hoapital,  under  the  obaervattoa  of  Dra. 
Wilka  and  Haberahon,  **  only  two  caaea  have  been  met  with  where  diaeaae  of 
theae  organa  waa  found  without  having  been  prerioualy  diagnoaed  f  and  in  one 
of  theae,  in  which  the  patient  died  of  cancer,  the  report  mentiona  that  tiie 
**  patient'a  face  preaented  a  dmgy  hue.** 

Anatomlata  differ  aa  to  the  appearance  and  structure  of  these  bodies  in  the 
healthy  state,  and  we  are  entirely  ignorant  of  their  physiological  functions ;  and 
until  theae  points  have  been  settled  by  a  long  series  of  careful  observations,  no 
conclusions  can  of  course  be  drawn  as  to  what  changes  should  be  considered  aa 
morbid.  Dr.  Wilks,  in  a  communication  on  the  subject  in  the  December  number 
of  the  Medical  Times  and  Oaxette^  haa  given  a  woodcut  showing  a  section  of 
the  organ  in  a  state  of  health,  a  magnified  horizontal  section  of  the  cortical 
structure,  dtc,  die.  Mr.  Hutchinson  remarks,  in  speaking  of  the  relation  between 
disease  of  the  supra-renal  capsules  and  the  cachexia  with  bronzed  akin,  **  the 
very  liberal  aupply  of  nervea  received  by  the  supra-renal  organs  leada  to  the 
conjecture  that  they  are  functionally  very  closely  associated  with  the  sympa. 
thetic  system."  He  saya  that  *^  Bergmann  and  Kdlliker  agree  fn  describing 
their  medullary  centor  aa  little  more  than  a  nervous  plexus ;  and  the  latter  has 
counted  no  fewer  than  thirty-three  nerve-trunks  entering  a  right  supra-renal 
body.**  Hence  the  strong  suspicion  that  these  organs  may  have  some  share  in 
leaiona  of  nutrition. 

The  same  Journal,  m  ite  Nos.  for  December,  1856,  and  January,  1866, 
gives  us  six  £atal  caaea  of  decided  **  bronzed  akin,**  in  three  of  which  positive 
diaeaae  of  the  supra-renal  capaulea  waa  found  after  death.  In  a  fourfli  caae, 
reported  by  Dr.  Peacock,  in  which  this  peculiar  hue  of  the  skin  waa  ^und 
aaaooiated  with  great  debility,  there  waa  not  the  slightest  evidence  of  diaeaae 
either  in  the  kidneya  or  the  anpra-ienal  capaolea ;  but  in  this  ease  acakareoua 
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concretion  of  tho  size  of  a  pea  was  found  in  the  soManoe  of  the  medulla 
oblongata,  with  well-mark^  softenAg  of  that  part.  In  the  other  two  cases 
no  autopsy  was  made.  In  the  case  reported  by  us,  before  referred  to,  no 
examination  was  made  of  the  snpniprenal  capsales;  bat  the  kidneys  were 
reported  as  normal  in  structure,  though  of  only  about  half  the  usual  size. 
The  lesions  varied  in  the  three  cases  which  were  examined.  The  ages  of  the 
dx  patients  reported  in  the  Med.  Times  and  OazeOe,  were  respectiyely,  13, 14, 
S4, 24,  27  or  28,  and  28  years.  The  age  of  our  patient  was  23  yean.  Death 
was  sudden,  and  without  any  marked  change  in  the  symptoms  preceding  it,  hi 
^Ye  of  these  eases ;  and  in  the  other  the  manner  of  death  was  not  known,  as, 
the  patient  was  lost  sight  of;  death  was  quite  sudden^  our  patient.  All  of 
tke  patients,  Whose  cases  are  reported  in  that  journal,  had  walked  out  or 
waliced  about  the  day  previous  to  death,  including  the  one  in  which  no  alter- 
ation of  the  supnurenal  capsules  was  found  after  death.  Three  were  males 
and  three  females. 

In  the  Assoeiaiion  Medical  Journal  for  January  19,  1856,  two  cases  are 
related  by  Dr.  W.  Budd,  both  females,  one  42  and  the  other  40  years  of  sge, 
with  the  same  peculiar  hue  of  skin,  and  the  same  constitutional  symptoms, 
both  of  which  proved  fSits],  but  in  neither  of  whk^h  was  any  postmortem 
examination  made. 

In  the  number  of  the  same  Journal  for  January  26, 1856,  Ifr.  C.  M.  Thomp- 
aon  gives  the  postmortem  of  a  case  of  what  he  calls  ^  bronzed  akin,"  in  a 
Kimale  about  thirty  years  of  age,  in  which  *^the  skin  on  the  whole  body  was 
dark  bronze ;  the  pt^ms  of  the  hands  were  white ;  the  eonjunctivn  were  perfectly 
clear  and  white."  The  discoloration  had  followed  upon  a  fever,  and  had 
gradually  increased.  She  had  suffered  from  **  severe  dyspepsia,  loss  of  appetite, 
frequent  vomitmg,  emaciation,  and  also  from  violent  spasm,  lesemblhig  gall- 
•tone  ;**  but  there  was  no  proof  of  bilious  obstmetion.  **  The  viscera  were  all 
feondin  a  healthy  state  after  death;  but  the  gall-bladder  was  greatly  dis- 
tendedy  and  iu  duct  entirely  obhierated,  while  the  hepatic  duet  was  pervioift." 
This  writer  speaks  of  having,  in  the  course  of  his  praotioe^  met  with  four 
eases  of*  black  janndioe,"  in  all  of  which  he  says  ^the  br&nTse  discaleraiion 
was  ueiy  great,*'  but  there  was  a  great  difference  between  them  and  tiie  present 
ease ;  tbe  erange  eye  and  the  obstructed  bile  dearly  indicating  the  nature  of 
the  disease  in  them." 

At  tltemeetfaig  of  the  Pathological  Society  of  London,  January  1,  1856, 
aeeording  to  the  London  Laneetj  January  12th,  Mr.  Hutchinson  exhibited  two 
diseased  sqpnuienal  capsules  taken  from  a  patient  who  had  died  of  extreme 
debility,  hi  which  the  patient  is  said  to  have  presented,  in  a  marked  degree*  the 
psenMar  brown  akin  regarded  by  Dr.  Addison  as  diagnostie  of  disease  of  ttiese 
organs ;  but  no  particulars  of  the  special  lesion,  or  of  the  history  of  the  ease 
are  given,  and  we  are  mclined  to  believe  that  they  are  two  of  the  cases  more 
fully  reported  in  the  London  Times  and  Qatette  already  referred  to. 


350  *    JBdUorial.  [April, 

It  it  important,  in  the  fint  pUoe,  to  settle  the  ezaet  appearuoe  of  these 
organs  in  a  state  of  health,  and  the  comparative  frequency  of  their  diseased 
oondition ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  to  learn  how  often  alteration  of  them  occurs 
withont  being  accompanied  by  change  in  the  color  of  the  skin.    It  will  also  be 
important  to  fix  upon  some  standard  for  the  peculiar  hues  of  the  skin,  if  any, 
found  associated  with  changes  in  these  organs  after  death.    It  cannot  be 
denied  that  there  is  a  marked  connection  between  some  peculiar  tint  of  the 
integument  and  a  certain  train  of  symptoms  the  tendency  of  which  la  almost 
uniformly  to  death,  and  that  within  a  comparatively  short  period  of  time,  and 
often  quite  suddenly;  and  hence  the  subject  is  worthy  of  careful  investigmtion. 
Certain  serious  changes  in  the  system  eoincide  with  a  certain  morbid  change  or 
changes  of  color  of  the  skin ;  and  there  is  sufficient  unifoimity  in  the  symp- 
toms accompanying  such  change  or  changes,  and  in  their  progress  towards  a 
fatal  termination,  to  aid*us  materially  in  our  jprqgruMtf,  if  not  in  our  diagnosis, 
of  the  exact  internal  lesion.    Whether  the  changes  are  owing  to  lesion  of  the 
supra^renal  capsules,  and,  if  so,  what  the  exact  nature  of  that  lesion  is,  or 
whether  their  cause  must  be  sought  for  in  some  morbid  condition  of  the 
blood,  remahis  yet  to  be  decided.    That  there  is  an  alteration  in  the  color  of 
the  skm  to  which  the  term  **  bronzed"  may  property  be  applied,  and  which 
differs  entirely  in  its  tint  from  that  produced  by  the  ordinary  cauaes  known  to 
change  its  hue,  our  own  observation  has  fully  satisfied  us ;  but  we  are  not  pre- 
pared te  believe  that  any  connection  between  such  a  change  and  lesion  of  the 
supra-renal  capsules  is  established ;  and,  indeed,  we  presume  that  this  is  not 
claimed.  We  strongly  suspect  that  at  least  some  of  the  cases  which  have  passed 
under  the  name  of  *'  bronzed  skin  "  are  simply  those  with  the  peculiar  brownish 
and  earthy  hue  so  well  known  to  characterize  advanced  cases  of  malarial  eaehe- 
xia,  of  which  our  hospitals  afford  such  numerous  Instances ;  and  we  are  the  more 
inclined  to  this  suspicion  from  the  similarity  in  the  progress  of  the  symptoms, 
and  in  the  mode  of  death  of  those  pataents.    The  emaciation  is  sometimes 
comparatively  slight  in  patients  with  this  cachexia ;  and  death  oecssioaaliy  takes 
place  suddenly,  and  without  any  great  precursory  changss,and  from  apiMoently 
slight  causes ;  the  exhaustion  of  the  vital  powers  being  so  great  as  to  alfoid 
but  slight  chance  of  reaction.    The  subject  is  one  of  interest,  snd  sffords  the 
pathologist  a  new  field  for  investigation,  which,  we  trust,  will  be  improyed. 
It  is  now  exciting  considerable  attention  in  England ;  and  a  comparatiTely  Itfge 
number  of  cases  of  what  we  suppose  to  be  a  very  rare  form  of  disesse,  true 
hranxed  sKctn,  have  already  been  reported ;  a  fact  which  seems  to  us  coDclnsive 
that  other  disoolorations  are  included  under  this  name  than  that  peculiar  tint 
which  occasionally  occurs  independently  of  malaria  or  syphilis,  or  that  pro- 
dueed  by  the  iut^nal  use  of  nitrate  of  silver,  and  the  cause  of  which  has  been 
hitherto  unexplained. 
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On  the  Organic  Diseases  and  Functional  Disorders  of  the  Stomach,  By 
Gkorob  Budd,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  Prof.  Med.  King's  Coll.,  London,  &c. 
SamL  S.,  and  W.  Wood,  261  Pearl  St.,  New  York,  1866,  pp.  288  ; 
also  Philadelphia;  Blanchard  and  Lea,  1866,  pp.  261. 

Thb  well  known  work  of  Dr.  Budd  on  Diseases  of  the  Liver ^  of  which 
two  editions  haye  appeared  in  this  country,  leads  us  to  look  with  interest 
for  further  fruits  of  his  study  and  observation ;  and  his  present  treatise  will 
not  disappoint  our  anticipations.  Plain  and  practical,  evidently  founded 
to  a  great  extent  on  his  own  experience,  it  presents  us  with  a  valuable 
summary  of  what  we  all  need  on  this  subject,  and  which  may  be  con- 
sulted with  much  advantage  to  the  practitioner.  Its  value  consists  less  in 
originality  than  in  a  careful  discrimination  of  the  different  forms  of  dis- 
ease, both  organic  and  functional,  to  which  this  grand  central  viscus  is 
subject,  and  a  just  appreciation  of  the  different  remedies  applicable  to 
these  different  forms  of  derangement  One  is  struck  with  the  small  num- 
ber of  articles  to  which  the  therapeutics  of  Dr.  Budd  are  confined,  and 
will  look  in  vain  for  the  long  list  of  recipes  and  formulas  with  which  it 
is  now  so  fashionable  to  encumber  books  of  practice.  He  pays  a  mer- 
ited tribute  to  Dr.  Prout,  who  was  the  pioneer  in  the  nhilosophical  treat- 
ment of  affections  of  the  digestive  organs,  and  upon  the  results  of  whose 
labors  but  comparatively  few  advances  have  been  made.  The  connec- 
tion between  a  healthy  state  of  the  stomach  and  the  healthy  nutrition 
of  the  system  is  too  obvious  to  require  comment ;  and,  as  our  author  re- 
marks, there  is  no  organ  the  management  of  which  we  have  so  much  un- 
der control ;  and  unfortunately,  there  is  no  organ  which  is  so  much 
abused,  and  whose  warnings  are  so  little  heeded. 

Dr.  Budd^s  work  is  in  the  form  of  lectures,  of  which  there  are  sixteen ; 
all  but  one  of  which  have  appeared  in  the  London  Medical  Gasette  at 
different  times.  The  first  and  second  lectures  are  mostly  devoted  to  the 
subject  of  Self-digestion  of  the  stomach  after  deaths  a  fact  to  which  at- 
tention was  called  by  Dr.  John  Hunter.  Dr.  B.  attributes  all  the  dif- 
ferent forms  of  softening  of  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  after  death 
to  the  action  of  the  gastric  jiiice,  including  the  two  varieties  of  softening 
described  by  Cmveilhier,  and  the  three  varieties  described  by  Rokitanski, 
and  devotes  considerable  space  to  the  support  of  his  opinion.  According 
to  Dr.  B.,  all  the  nice  shades  of  difference  in  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach,  which  Louis  was  so  careful  to  discriminate  in  phthisis 
and  other  diseases,  are  owing  to  the  solvent  power  of  the  gastric  juice 
upon  the  tissues  after  death,  and  had  no  connection  at  all  with  inflammation 
as  their  cause.  Dr.  B.,  has  devoted  considerable  space  to  this  subject,  be- 
csjuse  he  regards  it  as  one  of  great  importance,  both  with  reference  to 
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medioo-legal  inquirieSy  and  to  the  attainment  of  a  right  knowledge  of  the 
pathology  of  the  digestiye  organs.  After  consid^ng  the  sabjects  of 
congestion  of  the  ttomaoh  from  different  oauaes,  he  proceeds  to  that  of 
the  different  kinds  of  inflammation  of  the  organ,  as  produced^  1. — \>j 
undigested  food,  or  alcoholic  drinks;  2,  by  some  powerful  mechanical  or 
chemical  iiritants ;  and  3,  as  resulting  from  defecdve  nutriment,  or  from 
the  presence  of  noxious  matter  in  the  blood,  as  in  gout,  &c. ;  to  the  de- 
acripUon  and  treatment  of  which  two  lectures  are  devoted. 

We  next  have  a  full  and  clear  description  of  the  simple  or  chrome,  or 
petforating  ulcer  of  the  stomach  ;  the  most  constant  symptom  of  which 
is  pain  in  the  stomach,  generally  referred  to  asmidl  spot,  and  more 
•evere  after  meals.  This  pain,  and  some  eructations,  and  it  may  be,  oc- 
casional vomitingi  are  the  only  symptoms  of  this  disease.  It  causes  y^ 
little  constitutional  disturbance.  These  ulcers  may  heal,  but  the  amend- 
ment is  more  generally  only  temporary.  The  patient  is  also  exposed  to 
profuae  hemorrhage  in  consequence  of  erosion  of  one  of  the  arteries  of  the 
submucous  cellular  tissue.  Sometimes  the  blood  is  poured  out  in  small 
quantities  or  slowly,  and  may  pass  off  by  the  bowels  without  causing 
vomiting.  This  hemorrhage  bears  no  constant  relation  to  the  severity  St 
the  other  symptoms,  but  is  seldom  fatal.  Death  occurs  much  more  fre- 
quently from  per/onUion  of  the  stomach,  and  the  escape  of  its  contentB 
into  the  sac  of  the  peritoneum.  The  site  of  the  ulcer  is  determined  by 
the  spot  in  which  pain  is  felt  If  there  is  much  iendemsii  at  the  epigas- 
trium and  no  pain  in  the  baek,it  is  most  probably  seated  on  the  anterior 
&ce  of  the  stomach.  In  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  medicines  are  of 
secondary  importance  to  a  properly  regulated  diet  When  there  are 
sour  eructations,  or  vomiting  of  sour  matter,  from  five  to  ten  grains  of 
subnitrate  of  bismuth,  suspended  in  water  by  means  of  comp.  tr^;acanth 
powder  and  syrup,  may  be  given  to  advantage  two  or  three  times  a  day, 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  meals,  and  a  dose  of  magnesia  at  night,  whi(»i 
is  less  apt  to  irritate  the  ulcer  than  potash  or  soda.  If  the  1x>wels  are 
confined,  an  aloetic  or  compound  coiocynth  pill  should  be  given,  in  pref- 
wence  to  castor-oil,  rhubarb,  or  the  saline  purgatives,  whicn  irritate  the 
stomach  more.  Dr.  Budd  has  had  positive  proof  in  several  inatanoes 
at  the  hospital,  that  an  ulcer  of  the  stomacn  has  healed  under  the 
plan  of  treatm^t  recommended  by  him,  and  gives  caaes  in  proof  of 
his  assertion.  The  perforating  ulcer  of  the  duodenum  is  next  described, 
with  its  diagnostic  marks,  &o. 

The  eighth  lecture  is  devoted  to  cancer  of  the  etomaeh^  which  is  fol- 
lowed by  another  giving  a  good  summary  of  the  sympathetic  diworden 
ef  the  stomach  from  irritation  elsewhere.  The  troubles  connected  with 
deflcient  secretion  of  gastric  juice^  sa  shown  by  slow  and  imperfect  diges- 
ifOM,  are  next  considered,  with  remarks  on  the  manner  of  treating  theoa. 
The  remedies  for  habitual  slow  digestion  in  persons  otherwise  healthy » are 
to  be  sought,  he  says,  in  proper  regulation  of  the  diet  and  habits  of  life, 
and  in  medicines  which  tend  to  increase  the  secreUonof  gastric  juice.  Of 
these  medicines  he  mentions  more  particularly  ipecac,  rhubarb,  and 
cayenne  peppers,  and  considers  ipecac,  more  effectual  than  any  of  the 
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others,  given,  of  course,  in  doses  too  small  to  produce  nausea.  Under 
this  head,  he  speaks  of  the  troubles  connected  with  fermentation  ftf 
the  stamachrcontents;  for  different  forms  of  which,  he  points  out  the 
appropriate  means  of  relief.  The  flatulent  distention  of  the  stomach  may 
sometimes  be  prevented  by  pills  of  ipecac,  and  rhubarb,  or  capsicum  and 
rhubarb ;  but  a  remedy  which  succeeds  more  frequently  is  the  nitro- 
muriatic  acid — ten  minims  of  each  of  the  dilute  acids  twice  a  day — 
taken  half  or  three  quarters  of  an  hour  before  the  principal  meals.  The 
uneasiness  arising  from  undue  acidity  may  be  relieved  by  alkalies,  and 
may  often  be  prevented  by  giving,  before  meals,  bismuth  and  magnesia, 
or,  better  still,  the  mineral  acids,  especially  the  sulphuric.  For  severe 
attacks  of  vomiting  and  purging,  he  has  found  no  remedy  so  effectual  as 
pills  composed  of  creosote  and  opium.  The  peculiar  form  of  fermenta- 
tion, accompanied  with  the  development  of  sarcincs,  is  next  considered, 
with  its  remedies.  We  then  have  a  lecture  devoted  to  indigestion  arte- 
inff  from  defective  action  of  one  of  the  excretory  organs^  or  from  some 
fault  in  the  nutritive  processes  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  followed  by 
one  on  urticaria,  pyrosis,  and  the  indigestion  of  drunkards.  In  Lecture 
XIV.  the  symptoms  of  stomach  disorders  are  passed  in  review, — ^pain  and 
soreness  in  the  epigastrium,  vomiting,  excessive  acidity,  and  flatulence, 
and  the  pathology  and  true  value  of  each  considered;  and  the  work 
closes  with  two  lectures  on  same  of  the  remedies  for  stomach  disorders^ 
pointing  out  the  different  conditions  of  the  stomach  and  of  the  general 
system  to  which  the  remedies  in  ordinary  use  in  these  diseases  are  most 
appropriate,  the  proper  time  for  their  administration,  kc.  We  had 
marked  many  more  passages  for  a  transfer  to  our  pages,  but  find  that 
we  have  already  exceeded  the  limits  which  we  can  allow  to  this  article ; 
and  leave  the  subject  thus  unfinished  with  the  less  regret  from  the  con- 
fidence we  feel  that  the  work  of  Dr.  Budd  will  be  extensively  circulated, 
which  it  certainly  deserves  to  be ;  and  are  equally  confident  that,  if  care- 
fully studied,  it  will  do  much  towards  correcting  the  too  empirical  treat- 
ment to  which  diseases  of  the  stomach,  both  organic  and  functional,  are 
apt  to  be  subjected. 

Unfortunately  for  the  publishers,  two  editions  of  the  work  have  ap- 
peared simultaneously ;  but  this  may  perhaps  be  the  means  of  extending 
its  circulation,  and,  consequently,  its  usefulness.  Both  editions  are  well 
printed  ;  but  that  of  Messrs.  Wood  is  gotten  up  with  more  care,  snd  at  a 
greater  expense,  the  type  being  larger,  and  the  paper  finer,  and  the 
volume  somewhat  larger.  We  trust  that  both  will  be  remunerated  for 
the  undertaking. 
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DoMESTia — Our  Medical  Commencements,  The  first  in  order  was  that  of 
the  Nev  York  Medical  Collie,  which  was  held  on  the  4th  ult,  at  which  the 
yaledictory  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  D.  M.  Reese.  Degrees  were  conferred 
on  thirt¥-two,  and  Honorary  Degrees  on  three.  Prizes  were  also  awarded 
to  Dr.  £.  M.  Deey,  of  New  York,  for  a  thesis  on  Epilepsy^  and  Dr.  Benjamin 
Lee,  of  Delaware,  for  one  on  the  Mechanics  of  Medicine;  money  for  prizes 
for  this  purpose,  to  be  awarded  on  this  occasion,  having  been  given  by  Dr. 
O.  Van  Arcken,  of  Central  America,  himself  a  recent  graduate  of  the  Institu- 
tion. The  next  was  that  of  the  University  Medictd  College^  which  took  place 
on  the  8th  ult,  when  the  address  to  the  class  was  delivered  by  Prof.  J.  T. 
Metcalfe.    The  number  of  graduates  amounted  to  ninety-seven.     Honoiaiy 
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iognoB  were  conferred  opoii  six,  including  Dr.  RilUet,  of  Geneva,  and  Dr. 
Barihez,  of  Paris.  Certifioates  were  also  given  to  thirty-fonr  yonnff  gentle- 
men, for  having  attended  diligently  extra  conrses  of  leetnres,  in  addition  to 
those  reqidred  for  examination  for  a  diploma. — That  of  the  ColUge  of  Phys- 
icutn$  €mi  Sunreom  was  held  at  their  new  bnlldmg  on  Fourth  Avenue,  on 
the  comer  of  Twenty-third  street,  on  the  13th  ult  Remarks  were  made  on 
the  occasion  by  Dr.  A.  U.  Stevens,  formerly  President  of  the  College,  and  the 
addreai  delivered  to  the  gradoatmg  class  by  Dr.  Thomas  Cock,  the  su  (lessor 
of  Dr.  Stevens  in  that  o&e.  The  nnmber  of  graduates  was  thirty.nine.  The 
fUl  attendance  upon  them  all  evinced  the  interest  felt  in  their  behalf,  both  by 
the  profession  and  the  community. 

New  York  County  Medical  Society, — At  an  adjourned  annual  meeting  of 
this  Society  held  on  the  18th  ult.,  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year  :—Prend!»U,  Benjamin  O^rden,  M.  D.;  Vice-Presidenly  John  R. 
Vankleek,  M.  D. ;  TreanLrer,  Benjamin  R.  Robson,  M.  D. ;  Recording  Secre- 
lary,  Henry  S.  Downs,  ]VL  D.;  Corresponding  Secretary^  Edward  L.  Beadle, 
M.  D. ;  Censors,  John  G.  Adams,  M.  D. ;  Oliver  White,  M.  D. ;  Samuel  A. 
Purdy,  M.  D.;  S.  Conant  Foster,  M.  D.;  Ambrose  L.  White,  M.  D.  The 
Comitia  Minora  were  empowered  to  select  the  number  of  Delegates  to  the 
American  Medical  Association.    Report  of  Treasurer  was  also  read. 

Child's  Hospital — This  institution  is  about  to  be  opened  under  the  govern-  t 
mentof  the  Directresses  ofthe"  Nursery  for  Poor  Children."    A  small  build-  I 
ing,  presented  bv  the  New  York  Hospital,  has  been  placed  on  the  ground   j  xJ 
bounded  by  Sixth  Avenue  and  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  streets,  capable  of  '     I 
aeeommodating  forty  patients. 


8t»  Luke's  Hospital.-~^A  bequest  of  $10,000  has  been  left  to  this  charity    '   \L 
by  the  late  Henry  Parish,  Esq.,  of  this  city.  ' 


The  prize  of  $100,  of  the  iV.  F.  Academy  <f  Medicine^  for  the  best  essay  on  \ 
*^  Cholera  Infantum,"  was  awarded  to  Dr.  James  Stewart,  author  of  a  "TKat-  | 
ise  on  the  Diseases  of  Children;"  and  we  learn,  with  pleasure,  that  the  entire  I 
amount  was  generously  donated  by  him  to  the  Child^s  Hospital,  about  to  be  | 
opened  by  the  Managers  of  the  Nursery  for  the  Children  of  the  Poor. 

At  the  recent  commencement  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Univer-  ' 
sity  of  BufSaJo,  honorary  degrees  were  conferred,  by  the  Council  and  Trustees, 
upon  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims,  of  this  city,  and  Dr.  James  D.  Trask,  of  White- 
Plains,  in  appreciation  of  their  services  rendered  to  humanity.  Neither  of  the 
recipients  had  any  previous  knowledge  of  the  honorable  distinction  thus  con- 
ferred upon  them. 

Dr.  Israel  Moses,  formerly  of  the  United  States  Army,  has  received  the 
appointment  of  Surgeon  General  in  the  Army  under  the  command  of  General 
l^ker,  of  Nicaragua. 

*  American  Medieal  Association.— The  ninth  annual  meeting  of  this  Associa- 
tion  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  on  Tuesday,  May  6th,  1856. 
The  secretaries  of  all  societies  and  other  bodies  entitled  to  representation  in 
the  Association,  are  requested  to  forward  to  Dr.  William  Brodie,  of  that  citv, 
eorrect  lists  of  their  respective  delegations,  as  soon  as  ihey  may  be  appointed; 
and  it  is  earnestly  desxrei  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  that  the  appoint- 
ments be  made  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible. 

Weekly  Mortality.  For  the  week  ending  March  1,  1866.  380 :— Consump- 
tion,  44;  apoplexy,  1 ;  palsy,  7;  inflammation  of  brain,  8;  bronchitis,  12; 
pneumonia,  37;  inflammation  of  bowels,  11 ;  croup,  11 ;  scarlet  fever,  38 ; 
measles,  9;  erysipelas,  2;  whooping  cough,  3;  small-pox,  4;  typhus  fever 
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(inolndioff** typhoid**), 8.  For /A^iMefceii^tRfMare^ 8/^394 :--Con8iimptioii, 
65;  apopleiy,  4;  palsy,  3;  iDflamtnation  of  brain,  6 ;  bronebitiB,  12;  pnev- 
monia,  27  ;  croup,  3 ;  scarlet  fever,  33 ;  measles,  6;  erysipelas,  3 ;  smali-pox, 
4;  typhus  fever  (including  "*  typhoid  "),  6.  For  the  week  ending  March  iMj 
434: — Consumption,  60 ;  apoplexy,  4;  inflammation  of  brain,  13;  bronehitia, 
9;  pneumonia,  39;  croup,  30;  scarlet  fever,  43;  measles,  10;  erysipelas,  4; 
small-pox,  11,  typhus  fever  (including  "  typhoid '%  10.  For  the  losefc  ending 
Mareh  S3<2,  361 :— Consumption,  46;  apoplexy,  3;  inflammation  of  brain,  9; 
bronchitis,  13;  pneumonia,  33;  croup,  11;  scarlet  fever,  39;  measles,  3; 
erysipelas,  4 ;  small-pox,  3 ;  typhus  fever  (including  ^  typhoid  *'),  6. 

WeMy  Comparison  of  the  Weather  and  Deaths  in  the  city,  continued  from  the 
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The  mortality  this  year  has  been  much  smaller  than  in  the  same  months 
last  year;  this,  I  presume,  was  mostly  attributable  to  the  reduced  immigration 
in  1855t  since  fewer  deaths  of  foreigners  and  infants,  and  interments  in  Pottei^s 
Field  and  Calvary  Cemetery,  have  been  reported  this  year  than  in  the  last 

J.  P.  L. 
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Died,  In  this  city,  March  3,  Johh  Jat  Lasher,  M.  D. — March  4,  J.  C.  M. 
Vah  Burev,  M.  D.,  in  the  41st  year  of  his  age. — In  Brooklyn,  March  18, 
Mairs  Whiteside,  M.  D  ,  late  of  Gralway,  Saratom  Co.,  in  the  34th  year  of 
his  age,  much  lamented  by  his  medical  friends  and  all  who  knew  him. — March 
14,  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Bond,  formerly  an  esteemed  practitioner  of  medicine,  «nd 
for  several  years  editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal,  in  the  76th 
year  of  his  age. — March  18th,  in  this  city.  Dr.  Thomas  Boyd,  in  the  84th  year 
of  his  age.  Dr.  B.  was  the  oldest  practitioner  in  our  city,  having  been  actively 
employed  in  professional  duties  for  upwards  of  sixty  years.  By  bis  urbanity  of 
manners,  courtesy,  strict  integrity,  and  true  Christian  principle,  he  gained  the 
confidence  not  only  of  his  fellow  practitioners,  but  of  a  large  and  sincerely  at- 
tached circle  of  friends  and  patrons. — Feb.  39th,  Dr.  P.  C.  Barton,  late  the 
Senior  Surgeon  in  the  United  States  Navy. — Recently  in  Paris,  Dr.  Gau£tier 
db  Claubry,  aged  70.  He  was  the  author  of  a  valuable  dissertation  on  the 
Analogies  and  Differences  between  Typhus  and  Typhoid  Fevers. 
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CoHS  of  Strangulated  Hernia  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  (  Congenital  HemioL) 
occurring  in  the  adult,  with  remarke.  By  W.  H.  Van  Bubxk^ 
M.  D.,  one  of  the  Surgeona  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  Ac,  &o. 

I  AM  induced  to  record  the  following  cases,  both  on  account  of  the 
individual  interest  which  they  possess,  and  also  because  they  illustrate 
certain  features  of  an  interesting  and  important  variety  of  hernia,  which 
dd  not  seem  to  have  received  from  practical  surgeons  as  much  attention 
as  they  deserve. 

It  is  the  general  belief  amongst  surgeons  that  a  case  of  strangulated 
inguinal  hernia  requires  the  same  treatment  at  their  hands  when  the 
rupture  has  formed  a  peritoneal  sac  for  itself  in  its  descent,  in  the  usual 
mode,  as  well  as  in  those  rarer  cases  where  the  protrusion  occurs  through 
an  unobliterated  communication  between  the  peritoneum  and  tunica  vagin- 
alis testis,  and  occupies  the  latter  cavity.  In  operating  for  strangulated 
hernia  upon  the  adult,  it  is  also  assumed,  almost  as  a  matter  of  course, 
that  the  sac  of  the  hernia  has  been  formed  by  itself  in  its  descent,  and 
that  it  has  no  connection  with  the  tunica  vaginalis.  Influenced  by  these 
impressions,  I  own  that  I  have  been  surprised  to  see  the  testicle  so  often 
brought  in  view  when  the  sac  of  an  inguinal  hernia  has  been  laid  open, 
and  perhaps  the  more  so,  as  the  congenital  character  of  the  rupture  has 
not  been  generally  anticipated.  In  reviewing  the  following  cases,  I  think 
that  certain  features  will  be  recognized  as  peculiar  to  hernia  of  the  tunica 
vaginalis,  and  dependent  upon  the  mechanism  of  its  formation,  by  which 
it  may  be  distinguished  from  the  more  common  variety  of  inguinal  rup- 
ture. And  if,  owing  to  the  peculiar  mechanism  of  this  species  of  hernia, 
the  stricture  by  which  it  is  strangulated  is  always  seated  at  the  neck  of 
TOL.  5.  no.  8.  22 
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its  Bac,  as  in  all  the  cases  which  follow,  it  then  becomes  a  matter  of  prac- 
tical importance  that  it  should  be  recognized  before  operating ;  because 
any  operation  for  its  relief  which  does  not  include  the  opening  of  the  sac 
and  division  of  its  neck,  will  be  obriously  improper.  Mr.  Luke's  case, 
quoted  at  the  close  of  this  pt^er,  would  seem  to  confirm  this  assertion. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark  that  the  term  "  congenital,''  origin- 
ally applied  to  hernia  of  the  tunica  raginalis  by  Haller,  is  not  only  incor- 
rect, but  singularly  unfortunate,  as  its  yery  general  employment  serves 
to  perpetuate  erroneous  ideas  in  relation  to  the  disease. 

In  every  one  of  the  cases  which  I  am  about  to  relate,  the  rupture 
made  its  first  appearance  at  a  period  more  or  less  removed  from  birth. 

Cask  L  Strangulated  hernia  of  tunica  vaginalis  ;  operation  ;  stricture 
in  neek  of  sac  opposite  internal  ring;  fluid  in  sac  in  toiusual  quan* 
iity;  inflammation  of  ^tic  and  contents  ;  recovery. 

'  John  Anderson,  mate  of  a  coasting  vessel,  30  years  of  age,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  New  York  Hospital  on  the  2dd  Sept.,  1853,  under  my 
care,  with  symptoms  of  strangulated  inguinal  hernia.  He  had  never 
been  ruptured  until  about  two  weeks  before,  when  a  tumor  suddenly  ap- 
peared in  the  right  groin  whilst  he  was  making  severe  exertion. 

A  truss  was  applied  to  it ;  but,  going  to  sea  after  a  few  days,  the  truss 
broke,  and  he  was  obliged  to  return  the  hernia  as  well  as  he  could  when 
it  came  down.  About  five  days  before  admission,  after  exposure  to  wet 
and  cold,  he  began  to  feel  some  pain  in  the  tumor,  which  extended  over 
the  abdomen,  and  was  accompanied  by  occasional  vomiting.  The  belly 
became  tense  and  tender,  and  from  this  time  he  had  no  passage  from  the 
bowels.  The  scrotum  also  was  noticed  to  be  gradually  swelling,  and  he 
was  unable  to  put  back  the  rupture  as  before.  On  examination,  the 
hernial  tumor  was  found  to  be  small,  and  it  could  be  pushed  inside  of  the 
external  ring,  but  no  fs^her,  giving  the  idea  that  the  sac  and  its  con- 
tents were  merely  pushed  into  the  inguinal  canal,  without  being  properly 
reduced.  On  handling  the  tumor,  a  peculiar  creaking  sensation  was 
noticed,  such  as  would  be  produced  by  the  friction  together  of  two  in- 
flamed and  dry  serous  surfaces.  The  scrotal  tumor  was  evidently  a  col- 
lection of  fluid  in  the  sac — which  was  suspected  to  be  the  tunica  vagin- 
alis. Pulse  60;  skin  natural.  Food  and  drink  rejected  as  soon  as 
swallowed.  Much  purgative  medicine  had  been  administered  before  he 
entered  the  Hospital,  and  also  anodynes,  and  tobacco  enemata,  but  with- 
out relief. 
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The  taxis  being  only  partially  successful,  was  not  persisted  in  lest  the 
hernia  might  be  reduced  *^en  bloc'!  The  symptoms  of  obstruction 
rather  than  strangulation,  seeming  to  call  for  the  operation,  it  was  ac- 
cordingly performed,  after  consultation,  about  7  o'clock  P.  M^  on  the 
day  of  his  admission.  On  opening  the  sac,  it  was  found  to  contain  a 
knuckle  of  small  intestine,  lying  in  contact  with  the  testicle ;  the  sac  con- 
tained also  about  two  ounces  of  serum.  It  was  found  necessary  to  lay 
open  the  inguinal  canal  in  order  to  get  at  the  stricture,  which  was  formed 
by  the  constricted  neck  of  the  sac,  at  the  internal  ring.  The  intestine 
was  not  very  dark  in  color,  but  was  evidently  inflamed,  as  well  as  the 
sac  ;*  a  delicate  and  somewhat  rough  layer  of  false  membrane  could  be 
detached  from  both  serous  surfaces,  thus  explaining  the  creaking  sen- 
sation mentioned  above.  After  incision  of  the  stricture,  the  gut  was 
Teadily  returned ;  and  after  its  reduction,  a  quantity  of  clear  serum  flowed 
out  of  the  peritoneal  cavity.  The  patient's  urgent  symptoms  were  all 
relieved  after  the  operation,  and  during  the  night  his  bowels  acted  freely, 
and  the  abdominal  distention  disappeared.  Nevertheless,  inflammatory 
^mptoms  persisted,  and  general  peritonitis  was  seriously  threatened,  i^ 
indeed,  it  did  not  really  exist.  Opium  was  employed  very  freely  and 
steadily,  and  by  its  use  evidently  the  symptoms  were  controlled ;  and  at 
the  end  of  ten  days,  the  patient  was  convalescent;  and  on  the  28th  of 
October  he  was  discharged  cured. 

Cask  IL  Strangulated  Hernia  of  tunica  vaginalis^  of  large  size;  tin- 
uiual  quantity  of  fluid  in  the  sac,  recognized  before  operation;  etrie- 
ture  at  neck  of  sac. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1855,  an  intemperate  (German,  of  42  years  of 
age,  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  Hospital,  under  Dr.  Halsted,  with 
strangulated  scrotal  hernia  of  the  right  side.  His  symptoms  were,  vomit- 
ing, prostration,  cold  skin,  feeble  pulse,  and  hiccough.  The  scrotal  tumor 
was  very  large,  and  excessively  distended.  It  was  learned  from  the 
patient  that  he  had  been  ruptured  for  some  years,  and  had  worn  a  truss, 
which  he  had  left  off  recently  whilst  on  a  drinking  bout.  Symptoms  of 
strangulation  had  come  on  about  ten  hours  before  his  admission  to  the 
Hospital,  after  a  debauch.  On  examining  the  tumor  by  transmitted 
light,  translucency  could  be  distinctly  recognized.  After  full  etherization, 
the  taxis  was  employed  unsuccessfully,  and  the  operation  performed.  On 
incision  of  Uie  sac,  about  half  a  pint  of  fluid  resembling  that  of  hydro- 
cele, esc^Md,  and  abont  four  or  five  feet  of  dark  colored  intestine  were 
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found  in  the  tunica  T«gio«liB,  The  strictiire  was  divided*  and  the  gut  re- 
tained. The  patient  died  in  about  48  hoars,  exhausted,  with  bw  mat* 
tering  delirium. 

No  postmortem  examination  could  be  obtained. 

The  prominent  features  in  this  case  were,  the  sudden  increase  of  a 
rupture  idready  existing,  causing  excessiye  distention  of  the  scrotum,  and 
an  unusual  amount  of  pain,  which  seemed  to  be  in  great  part  owing  to 
the  stretching  of  the  scrotal  integuments;  the  presence  of  a  large  quantity 
of  fluid  in  the  tunica  vaginalis,  together  with  no  less  than  five  &et  of 
gut ;  and  finally^  the  situation  of  the  stricture  in  the  neck  of  the  sac^ 
high  up  in  the  inguinal  canal. 

C^sa  m.  StramgMlated  ffemia  of  the  tunica  vagituiUi;  the  latUr 
found  to  hepartiaUp  obliterated  ;  itrieture  at  neck  ofeae* 
Ri<4i.  Pendergrast,  et.  19,  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  Hospitaif 
May  1*7, 1865,  under  Dr.  Markoe,  with  strangulated  inguinal  hernia  of 
the  right  side.  It  had  shown  itself  suddenly  on  the  morning  of  the  day 
previous,  without  his  being  able  to  attribute  it  to  any  unusual  strain  on 
effort    He  had  never  had  hernia  before. 

There  was  found,  on  admission,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  scrotum,  a 
small,  hard  tumor  emerging  from  the  external  abdominal  ring.  He  had 
a  good  deal  of  colicky  pain,  with  occasional  vomiting,  and  diBgast  for 
food.  These  symptoms  had  come  on  soon  after  the  appearance  of  the 
tumor.  His  general  health,  condition,  and  habits  were  good.  Without 
any  difficulty  the  scrotal  tumor  was  reduced  by  the  house  surgeon,  and 
the  symptoms  for  the  time  were  relieved.  The  next  morning,  however, 
some  pain  at  umbilicus,  with  nausea  and  vomiting,  again  occurred,  with 
hiccups,  and  on  the  next  day  the  belly  became  painful  and  tumid.  Cups 
were  applied  by  the  House  Surgeon,  and  a  doee  of  oil  ^ven,  which  was 
said  to  have  operated^  On  the  2l8t,  he  was  first  seen  by  Dr.  Mkrkoe. 
He  was  then  suffering  under  all  the  above-described  symptoms  of  intes* 
tinal  obstruction,  which,  though  constant,  were  occasionally  telieved  by 
free  vomiting.  No  tumor  could  be  found  in  the  scrotum ;  but  just  about 
opposite  the  internal  abdominal  ring,  a  small  swelling  was  indiatiiietly 
perceived,  deep  under  the  integument,  as  if  it  occupied  the  inguinid 
canal.  This  swelling  was  slightly  tender  to  the  touch.  Regarding  the 
case  as  one  of  hernia  strangulated  and  reduced  en  maeee^  the  operation 
was  immediately  performed.  The  inguinal  canal  was  carefully  laid  open, 
and  in  it  waa  found  a  hernial  sac,  containing  a  knuckle  of  small  intea- 
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tine  of  fair  color  and  appearance.  The  stricture  was  evidentlj  seen  to 
be  at  the  neck  of  the  sac;  which,  when  divided,  allowed  the  protmded 
gut  to  be  easily  reduced.  All  the  symptoms  were  entirely  relieved  by 
the  operation ;  but  on  the  evening  of  the  second  day,  the  evidences  of 
peritonitis  showed  themselves.  The  inflammation  increased  rapidlj,  and 
terminated  his  life  on  the  28d,  about  forty-eight  hours  after  the  operation. 
On  making  a  careful  examination  of  the  parts  after  death,  we  found, 
beginning  at  the  peritoneum,  a  small  rounded  opening  leading  from  the 
general  cavity  down  into  the  sac  from  which  the  hernia  had  been  re^ 
duoed.  This  sac  lay  above  and  to  the  inner  side  of  the  cord,  to  which  it 
was  closely  attached.  It  was  about  three  inches  long,  and  narrow  Kke 
the  finger  of  a  glove,  reaching  down  to  within  an  inch  of  the  testicle 
This  sac  presented  on  its  anterior  face  the  incision  made  in  the  operatioii 
which  incision  was  just  below  the  abdominal  opening  of  the  sac.  Just 
below  this  incision,  the  caliber  of  the  sac  became  contracted  and  then  ex- 
panded, so  as  to  form  a  pouch  at  its  lowest  portion.  Separating  this 
lowest  pouch  of  the  hernial  sac  fVom  the  testicle,  was  another  elongated 
sac,  an  inch  in  length,  which  reached  down  to  the  testicle.  This  lowest 
sac  contained  a  little  reddish  serum.  It  neither  comm  unicated  with  the 
empty  hernial  sac  above,  nor  with  the  tunica  vaginalis  below,  bat  was 
shut  off  from  either  by  a  thin  membrane.  It  seemed  clear  that  this 
elongated  sac  was  the  tunica  vaginalis,  which  was  obliterated  only  at 
two  points,  one  just  at  the  testis,  and  the  other  one  inch  above.  The 
lower  segment  was  a  hydrocele  of  the  cord,  the  upper  segment  was  the 
lac  of  a  congenital  hernia. 

Caob  IY.  Strangulated  Hernia  Vaginalis:  Simultaneous  oeeurrenee 
of  rupture  and  strangulafiony  in  the  adult^  with  great  distention  of 
scrotum.     Operation.    Recovery. 

Wm.  Dennom,  a  Pennsylvapian,  20  years  of  age,  driver  oi  an  ezpveoe 
wagon,  ruptured  himself  about  the  commencement  of  the  year  1855 ;  be- 
fcie  whioh  time  he  had  been  entirely  free  from  any  trouble  of  the  kind. 
In  a  day  ox  two,  however,  the  rupture  disappeared,  spontaneously,  with- 
out any  care  or  treatment,  and  he  remained  free  from  disease,  until  the 
bik  d  July  following,  when,  on  jumping  from  hi^  wagon,  the  rup- 
ture soddefily  came  down  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  distending  the 
aorotum  on  the  left  side,  apparently  to  its  utmost  capacity*  He.  entered 
tbeK.  T.  Hospital  (under  the  care  of  Dr.  Halsted),  about  three  houre 
after  the  aecidenty  iuflbring  excessive  pain,  unable  to  stand  upnght,  with 
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a  odd,  dftmmj  skin,  and  a  feeble  palse.  The  tumor  of  the  sorotam  wm 
globular  or  somewhat  pyriform  in  8hi4>e,  exoeasiyelj  tense  and  painful 
to  the  touch,  and  it  receiyed  no  impulse  on  eoughiog.  The  patient  wm 
constantly  nauseated,  his  teeth  were  chattering,  aod  he  was  urgent  for 
relief;  his  whole  condition  was  that  of  a  person  suffering  prostration  from 
sudden  iojury. 

Warm  bath,  taxis,  and  subsequently  the  application  of  cold  to  the 
tumor,  were  employed  without  any  result ;  when,  at  8  o'clock  P.  M.,  after 
consultation,  the  patient  was  fully  etherized,  and,  the  taxis  having  been 
again  tried  unsuccessfully,  the  operation  was  performed  by  Dr.  Halsted. 
On  opening  the  sac,  it  was  found  to  oontaio,  as  was  computed  at  the 
time,  about  sixteen  or  seventeen  inches  of  small  intestine,  of  a  very  dark 
color,  and  the  testicle  in  its  usual  position  behind  the  gut  The  stric- 
ture was  seated  at  the  neck  of  the  sac,  and  alter  its  division  the  gut  was 
successfully  returned.  The  wound  was  closed  as  usual,  and  a  compress  and 
bandage  applied.  The  patient  made  a  good  recovery,  and  after  having 
been  fitted  with  a  suitable  truss,  was  dischaiged  cured|  on  the  10th  of 
August  following. 

Cask  V.  Strangulated  Hernia  of  tunica  vaginalis ;  central  hour- 
glass  contraction  qf  sac  ;  stricture  at  neck  of  sac  opposite  internal 
ring.     Operation;  recovery. 

On  the  17  th  October,  1865, 1  was  requested  by  Dr.  Nordquist,of 
Bivington  St,  to  see  with  him  a  healthy  German,  35  years  of  age,  who 
had  been  suffering  since  midday  with  symptoms  of  strangulated  hernia. 
He  had  been  ruptured  since  early  boyhood,  but  had  never  worn  a  truss. 
I  found  him  at  10  o'clock  P.  M.,  suffering  severe  pain  in  his  left  groin 
and  belly,  and  with  occasional  vomiting ;  his  pulse  was  about  eighty, 
and  feeble,  and  his  hands  clammy  and  cold.  An  elongated  tumor,  of 
the  shape  and  size  of  a  Bologna  sausage,  occupied  the  scrotum  on  its  left 
side,  and  extended  upwards,  curving  slightly  outwards  to  the  position  of 
the  internal  abdominal  ring,  where  it  terminated  somewhat  abruptly. 
The  tumor  was  very  tense  and  hard,  nowhere  sonorous  on  percussion, 
receiving  no  perceptible  impulse  when  the  patient  coughed ;  and  it  was 
much  narrower  at  its  middle  than  above  or  below.  No  medieiae  had 
been  administered,  and  but  very  slight  efforts  attempted  at  redaction. 
The  bowels  had  not  been  relieved  since  the  day  before,  when  he  had,  as 
usual,  a  healthy  stool. 

As  soon  as  the  patient's  consent  could  be  obtained,  he  was  put  under 
the  influence  of  chloroferm,  and  the  taxis  employed,  bat  without  tbe 
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•lightet  effect  upoD  the  tumor.  The  operation  waa  then  immediately 
performed,  and  about  tight  iochee  of  small  intestine  were  found,  present- 
ing a  dark  congested  appearance,  and  completely  enveloped  by  omen- 
torn  ;  which  was  thickened  and  harder  than  natural,  and  which  formed 
£Mir*fifth8  of  the  contents  of  the  sac.  The  stricture,  which  was  appar* 
ently  at  the  neck  of  the  sac,  required  free  division  both  at  the  external 
and  at  the  internal  rings  before  the  protruded  mass  could  be  reduced ; 
and  it  was  also  necessary  to  divide  the  constriction  at  the  middle  of 
the  sac,  which  embraced  its  contents  as  tightly  as  if  a  silk  ligature  had 
been  tied  closely  around  the  mass.  After  this  central  constriction  had 
been  divided,  and  the  omentum  withdrawn  from  the  inferior  cavity  of 
the  sac,  the  testicle  was  seen  occupying  it  The  wound  was  closed  with 
atrape  and  sutures,  and  a  compress  and  bandage  applied. 

The  patient  passed  from  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Nordquist  and  myself; 
and  I  did  not  see  him  again  after  the  operation,  until  the  13th  of  the 
|veeent  month,  when  he  was  brought  to  me  at  my  request,  in  perfectly 
good  health,  but  with  a  protrusion  almost  as  large  as  at  the  time  of  the 
operation,  reducible,  but  imperfectly  kept  up  by  a  badly-fitting  truss. 
His  recovery  after  the  operation  had  been  rapid  and  uninterrupted. 

Case  YI.  Strangulated  ^Hernia  of  tunica  vaginalis,  Simultaneout 
occurrence  of  rupture  and  strangulation ;  great  distention  of  scro- 
tum ;  stricture  at  internal  ring.     Operation  ;  recovery, 

Augustus  Golbum,  a  butcher's  boy,  18  years  of  age,  was  brought  to 
the  New  York  Hospital  about  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  16th  Februaiy, 
18^6,  by  a  policeman,  who  bad  found  him  sitting  on  the  sidewalk,  suf- 
fering great  pain,  and  scarcely  able  to  walk.  He  referred  his  pain  to  the 
acrotum,  which  was  found  to  bo  y^rj  much  distended,  but  of  its  natural 
oolor,  and  the  swelling  extended  up  through  the  inguinal  canal  of  the 
right  side  to  the  middle  of  Poupart's  ligament,  just  above  which,  over 
the  situation  of  the  internal  abdominal  ring,  it  terminated,  presenting  a 
pyriform  shape,  and  the  size  of  a  large  orange.  The  boy  was  pale,  chil- 
ly, depreefted,  with  a  pulse  of  eighty,  unable  to  stand  upright  in  conse- 
quence of  the  increased  pain  in  the  groin  experienced  in  this  position, 
and  constantly  sick  at  his  stomach.  On  being  questioned,  he  stated 
that  he  had  a  rupture  on  the  right  side  some  five  years  before,  which  had 
gone  away  of  itself  in  a  few  days,  and  never  returned  ;  and  that  he  had  no 
swelling  in  the  groin  until  about  10  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  his  ad- 
mission, when,  whilst  lifting  some  heavy  baskets  of  meat  upon  his  cart, 
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the  present  tumor  had  raddenlj  made  its  appeftrmnoo,  and  attained  iti 
fall  siae  at  once,  cauung  immediate  and  aevepe  pais,  acoompaaied  bf 


Immediately  on  his  admitnoB,  the  patient  had  been  placed  in  a  \ 
bath  by  ihe  House  Surgeon,  and  some  efforts  made  to  reduced  what  waa 
at  onee  reoognized  as  a  strangulated  ii^inal  hernia.  I  saw  him  very 
shortly  afterwards ;  and  in  consultation  with  my  eoUeague,  Dr.  Markoet 
we  concluded  that  as  the  descent  into  the  scrotum  had  taken  place  so 
suddenly,  it  was  probably  a  hernia  into  ihe  tunica  Taginalis;  aad  that,  ia 
consequence  of  the  great  tension  of  the  scrotum  and  evident  tightness  of 
ihe  stricture  in  the  inguinal  canal,  very  little  was  to  be  hoped  from  taiiai 
and  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  giving  relief.  The  palaent  was  aoooid* 
ingly  etherised  at  once,  and  as  we  oould  make  no  impression  upon  the 
tnmor,  he  was  at  once  conveyed  to  the  operating  theater^  about  3  o'clock 
P.  M.  On  opening  the  sac,  the  testis  was  found  as  was  anticipated,  aad 
also  about  ten  inches  of  small  intestine,  intensely  congeatod,  and  em* 
braced  very  tightly  by  the  borders  of  Uie  external  ring.  After  this 
source  of  constriction  had  been  relieved  by  indsioui  the  gut  was  foond 
still  to  be  irreducible  from  stricture  evidmtly  situated  hi|^er  op  in  the 
inguinal  canal.  By  enlarging  the  incision  alieadj  made  in  tbe  tendon 
of  the  external  oblique,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  expose  tbe  interior  of  the 
canal,  and  by  making  gentle  traction  upon  the  sac  and  intestine,  I  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  into  view  the  internal  ring,  encircling  the  neck  of  the 
sac  and  its  contents  as  tightly  as  I  have  ever  seen  a  femoral  hernia  stran- 
gulated. The  neck  of  the  sac  and  this  tight  ring  surrounding  it  were 
then  incised,  in  effecting  which,  not  a  little  care  was  required ;  and  the 
bowel  could  then  be  drawn  down  and  examined,  and  afteiwards  readily 
returned  into  its  proper  cavity.  The  patient  recovered  without  a  bad 
symptom,  and  was  fitted  with  a  truss  and  discharged  cured,  in  about 
three  weeks. 

Giisa  YII. — Strangulated  fferma  of  tunica  voffinaUt ;  antral  hour-fflais 
e(nutrtctkm  of  mc.  Stricture  in  $ae  at  interjuU  ring*  Operation  ; 
recovery. 

P.  C,  an  undersized  man  of  50,  of  good  constitution  and  steady 
habits,  was  taken  with  symptoms  of  strangulated  hernia  on  Saturday* 
March  22d,  1856,  at  about  8  o'clock,  P.  M.  He  had  been  ruptured 
when  a  boy,  in  a  tussle,  and  had  never  worn  a  truss  except  for  a  few 
months  after  the  first  occurrence.    The  rupture  was  always  down,  filling 
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the  flcroUim  to  tlie  size  ef  a  krge  hen's  egg,  except  at  night,  when  it  ve» 
tuned  spontaaeoaaly.  On  the  evening  in  question,  he  had  been  exerting 
himself  rather  more  thMi  nsaal,  and  the  rnpture  eame  down  in  gieatir 
Tolnrae  than  ever  before ;  giving  him  gradually  more  and  mom  uneast* 
ness  until  about  8  o'clock,  when  he  felt  sick  at  the  stomach,  and  retired 
to  his  bed-room  for  the  purpose  of  putting  it  up ;  but.  found  that,  for  the 
irst  time  in  his  life,  he  was  unable  to  make  any  impression  upon  itk 
Vmoiy  nausea,  and  vomiting  eontinued  all  night  He  was  seen  early  in 
the  mormng  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Learning,  at  whose  request  I  saw  him  at  11 
o^elock,  A.  M. 

I  found  aa  exceedingly  tense,  elongated  tumor,  extending  froia  the 
situation  of  the  internal  abdominal  ring  of  the  left  side  to  the  bottom  of 
the  scrotum.  It  was  about  eight  inches  in  length,  dull  on  percussioni 
hard  and  slightiy  doughy  to  the  feel,  and  presented  an  obvious  consteio^ 
tion  at  itft  middle,  t.  e.  about  six  and  a  half  inches  below  the  external 
ring.  It  received  no  impulse  when  the  patient  coughed.  (The  patientfs 
pulse  was  sixty,  his  surface  cooler  than  natural,  his  pain  constant  and 
severe  at  >  the  groin,  and  extending  to  the  small  of  the  back,  and  the 
nausea  and  vomiting  urgent  His  bowels  had  not  aeted  fcM*  several 
days;  he  had  taken  no  medicine;  and  owing  to  the  excessive  tenseness 
and  tMidemess  of  the  tumor,  but  very  moderate  taxis  had  been  em< 
ployed. 

With  his  entire  consent,  he  was  placed  fully  under  the  influence  of  sul« 
phuric  ether,  and  one  fair  eflfbrt  at  reduction  having  failed  to  make  any 
impression  upon  the  tumor,  the  operation  was  performed  at  once.  The 
sac  was  opened  throughout  the  greater  part  of  its  length,  the  constricted 
portion  requiring  careful  division  by  the  curved  bistoury  upon  a  director. 
A  large  cylindrical  mass  of  omentum  presented  itself,  deeply  indented  by 
the  constriction  of  the  sac ;  and,  entirely  enveloped  by  the  omentum,  a 
knuckle  of  small  intestine  was  unfolded,  presenting  a  dark  port-wine 
color.  The  sac  contained  no  fluid.  On  withdrawing  the  omentum  fk'om 
the  lower  of  the  two  cavities  into  whmh  the  sac  was  divided  by  its  cen- 
tral constriction,  the  testicle  was  brought  in  view,  lying  at  its  posterior 
part  The  omentum  was  adherent  to  the  sac  at  its  constricted  portion, 
whence  it  was  separated  by  the  handle  of  the  scalpel ;  and  also  around 
the  proper  neck  of  the  sac,  from  which  it  was  ako  detached,  with  very 
slight  bleeding.  After  dividing  the  stricture  at  the  external  ring,  a 
second  very  tight  stricture  was  found  to  exist  at  the  internal  ring,  which 
required  incision  before  reduction  could  be  effected.    Both  of  these  stric- 
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tares  seemed  to  me  to  be  in  the  sac  haelf.  The  intestine  was  drawn 
down,  and  found  to  be  nninjared  where  it  had  been  constricted ;  and  wiik 
the  omentum,  although  this  was  somewhat  thickened,  was  replaced  en» 
tirely  within  the  abdominal  cavity,  the  finger  following  it  to  iti  full 
length.  No  ligatures  were  required.  The  wound  was  closed  bysntuTea, 
and  moderate  and  careful  pressure  applied  by  means  of  a  soft  coropreas 
and  a  spica  bandage.  Opium  was  advised  if  the  pulse  should  rise ;  it 
did  not  exceed  one  hundred,  howeyer,  at  any  time  after  the  operation. 
He  had  no  recurrence  of  pain  or  vomiting.  The  bowels  did  not  act  until 
the  fifth  day,  when  a  moderate  dose  of  oil  brought  away  a  free  paaMge. 
On  the  same  evening  the  wound  was  examined  for  the  first  time,  and 
found  to  be  entirely  united  by  the  first  intention.  The  sutures  were  re* 
moved,  and  no  subsequent  dressing  required.  On  the  tenth  day,  the  con* 
didon  of  the  parts  was  so  entirely  natural,  as  to  justify  the  application  of 
a  truss,  which  caused  no  complaint,  and  has  been  worn  satisfactorily 
ever  since.  This  is  the  earliest  period  after. the  operation  for  strangu* 
lated  hernia  that  I  have  been  able  to  apply  a  truss. 

The  constriction  at  the  middle  of  the  sac,  which  formed  so  prominent 
a  feature  in  this  case,  giving  it  the  shape  of  an  hour  glass,  seemed  to  me 
to  mark  the  point  where  nature  had  attempted  unsuccessfully  to  oUite* 
rate  the  communication  between  the  tunica  vaginalis  proper,  and  the 
tabular  prolongation  connecting  it  with  the  peritoneal  cavity. 

Remarks. — The  most  striking  feature  in  the  preceding  cases  is  the 
firequent  occurrence  of  distention  of  the  inguinal  canal  by  the  hernia,  and 
the  necessity  of  dividing  the  neck  of  the  sac  at  the  internal  ring  before 
relieving  the  stricture.  In  connection  with  this  fact,  is  to  be  noticed  the 
central  constriction  of  the  sac  in  two  cases  (V.  and  VU.).  I  sua* 
pect  from  frequent  examination  of  the  parts  in  the  dead  body,  that  the 
process  of  peritoneum  connecting  its  cavity  with  the  tunica  vaginalis 
testis  remains  unobliterated  more  frequentiy  than  is  generally  supposed, 
and  that  the  efibrt  at  obliteration  is  more  marked  at  the  internal  ring^ 
and  ju4t  above  the  testis  (case  III.) ;  and  that  this  circumstance  ex* 
plains  the  frequeocy  of  stricture  at  the  internal  ring,  as  well  as  the  con- 
striction observed  at  or  below  the  middle  of  the  sac. 

The  hour-glass  shape  often  observed  in  cases  of  hydrocele,  is  similarly 
explained  ;  and  the  general  resemblance  in  shape  between  hydrocele  and 
hernia  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  is  a  point  of  interest  in  connection  with  the 
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diAgDosis  of  the  latter.  In  tlie  same  connection,  the  mode  of  formation 
of  encysted  hydrocele  of  the  cord  is  illugtrated  by  the  qondition  of  the 
parts  obaerved  in  the  dtaaeotion  of  case  III. 

The  sudden  oocurrence  of  a  rupture,  descending  at  once  into  the  scro- 
tnm  (as  in  cases  lY.  and  VL),  has  already  been  recognized  as  a  charac- 
teristic feature  of  hernia  of  the  tunica  vaginalis;  aud  to  this  might  be 
added — liability  to  ezcessiye  distention  of  the  scrotum  and  inguinal  canal, 
with  simultaneous  strangulation  at  the  neck  of  the  sac  (which  generally 
corresponds  with  the  internal  abdominal  ring),  accompanied  by  symp- 
toms of  sudden  shock  to  the  system,  seyere  local  paiu,  and  inability  to 
assume  the  upnght  position.  In  fact  the  combination  of  these  symp- 
toms when  occurring  in  a  young  adult,  as  in  the  cases  cited  above,  could 
hardly  fail  to  justify  the  diagnosis  of  a  hernia  of  the  tunica  vaginalis. 

The  exis^ce  of  fluid  contained  in  a  cavity  in  the  scrotum  in  con- 
jnnc^on  with  symptoms  of  strangulation  (as  in  cases  L  and  II.),  is  too 
obviously  characteristic  of  the  form  of  hernia  under  oonsideration  to 
reqnire  further  remark. 

In  confirmation  of  the  principal  practical  point  which  I  conceive  to 
be  deducible  from  the  cases  here  recorded,  via.  the  necessity  for  laying 
open  the  sac  in  strangulated  hernia  of  the  tunica  vaginalis^  when  it  can 
be  recognized,  I  will  add,  in  conclusion,  an  interesting  case  operated  on 
by  the  late  Mr.  Luke,  at  the  London  Hospital,  and  recorded  in  the  Zon- 
Am  Medical  Gazette^  vol.  iz,  p.  102.  The  patient^  24  years  of  age,  waa 
brought  to  the  Hospital  on  the  7th  July,  1831,  with  a  large  scrotal  rup- 
ture, which  had  appeared  for  the  first  time  two  hours  before,  from  an 
exertion  in  raising  a  large  plank.  The  tumor  was  large,  tense,  and  ex* 
tremely  painful ;  the  countenance  anxious ;  there  was  pain  in  the  abdo- 
men, with  rejection  of  every  thing  taken  into  the  stomach.  The  taxis  and 
warm  bath  having  been  tried  without  success,  the  operation  was  per* 
formed  without  loss  of  time.  Mr.  Luke  made  an  incision  of  about  four 
inches,  in  the  direction  of  the  inguinal  canal,  and  extendiog  to  the  upper 
part  of  the  tumor ;  and  then  carefully  cut  down  to  the  neck  of  the  sac, 
which  the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique  was  distinctly  observed  tightly 
girting,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  introduce  a  director  between  them; 
the  stricture  was  therefore  divided  from  without,  by  means  of  the  point 
of  a  scalpel,  and  then,  without  opening  the  sac,  the  intestines  were  re- 
turned into  the  abdomen,  on  which  the  man  expressed  himself  immedi- 
ately relieved.  Bleeding,  leeches,  and  other  means  were  necessary ;  and 
the  wonnd  had  nearly  closed  on  the  26th  of  August,  when  he  became 
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nnrwcin ;  on  tBe  following  daj  sickneM  eam^  on,  and  the  hernia  de- 
scended. The.fiymptom8  of  strangulation ,  which  were  urgent,  could  not 
be  removed,  and  the  operation  was  repeated.  It  was  now  neeessaty  to 
open  the  sac,  which  contaifaed  eight  or  ten  inches  of  dark-colored  intes« 
line.  The  patient  died  in  a  fortnight ;  and  it  vns  then  f»und  that  tte 
rupture  had  been  eangenital. 

Comer  4ttk  Avenue  and  Md  St. 
AprU  1^  1866. 


Suggestione  upon  Animal  Odor,    By  Charles  Yak  Alkn,  M.  D. 

Each  gMas,  species,  and  perhaps  indiTtdual,  of  the  w^ole  world  of 
animal  iife»  is  probably  disttagaished  by  its  peculiar  odor.  We  wiH  aot 
discuss  with  the  metaphysician  the  question,  whether  odor  exists  inde- 
pendently of  the  sense  of  smell ;  we  take  it  for  granted  that  it  is  a  prop* 
arty  of  certain  forms  of  matter,  independent  of  this  sense.  This  fact,  so 
l^arsnt  in  animals  that  come  within  the  ordinary  scope  of  obaervatioA, 
justiitM  the  condudoti  by  analogy,  that  the  whole  animal  kingdom  is 
similarty  endowed.  Some  of  the  more  prominent  examples  will  nMur^ 
ally  suggest  themselves  to  the  student  ^of  Natural  History.  The  musk 
odor,  with  its  numberless  vaneties,  belonging  to  the  musk  deer  (moschus 
moschiferus)  to  several  of  the  ape  kind,  and  to  the  different  varieties  of 
the  musk  rat ;  the  peculiar  smell  of  the  civet,  that  of  the  castor  (castor 
ffl>sr)  and  the  strong  offensive  odor  of  the  pole  cat  and  of  our  native 
skunk;  and  among  insects,  the  delicate  musk  perfume  of  the  ceramhee 
numhatue,  the  apie  fragrans^  and  the  tipula  moeehifera^  and  the  odor  of 
the  eeramhix  eateolene,  nearly  allied  to,  though  mors  delicate  than, 
Hie  rich  perfume  of  the  otto  of  roses,— offer  ready  illustrations  of  the  ex- 
ienit  and  variety  of  animal  odor.  In  man,  as  in  other  animals,  there  ex- 
ists a  peculiar  distinctive  odor,  not  impressing  itself  in  a  state  of  health 
with  mdch  intensity  upon  our  duller  sensation,  but  always  clearly  per* 
ceptiUe  to  the  more  acute  senrfbitity  of  some  of  the  lower  animals.  It 
is  contended  with  some  degree  of  plausibilily,  that  each  race  of  mankind 
has  its  distinguishing  odor.  ''The  Peruvians,*^  says  Humboldt,  **  who  in 
th«  middle  of  the  night,  distinguish  the  different  races,  by  their  quick  sense 
of  SEhen,  have  formed  three  words  to  express  the  odor  of  the  Buropeaa^ 
the  American  Indian,  and  the  Negpro.''    The  following  observation  is 
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quoted  by  Blumenbach  from  Thibau,lt  de  Chan^Uon,  in  reference  to 
the  Caribbeans.  **  They  have  all  a  strong  and  disagreeable  smelL  I  can- 
not^'* says  Chambollon,  '^  give  the  remotest  idea,  by  description,  of  its  peou- 
liaiity.  Whenever  a  siojilar  odor  is  observed,  is  called  at  the  Antilles,  the 
Caribbean  smell,  which,  proves  the  difficulty  of  defining  lU  "  It  is  geo-^ 
ecally  conceded,  and  most  of  us  hare  daily  opportunity  for  obtaining 
olfactory  evidence  of  the  fact,  that  the  negro  emits  a  peculiar  odor,  dia- 
tinguishing  hitn  from  the  white  race.  Dr.  Carpenter  denies  this*  He 
allows  tha,t  the  negro,  in  common  with  the  Hindoo,  secretes  it  more 
i^bnndant  perspiration  than  the  white,  but  asserts  emphatically  that  it  ia 
not  more  odoriferous. .  Dr.  Prichard,  on  the  other  hand,  though  an  earnest 
advocate  for  the  unity  of  origin  of  the  whole  human  family,  remarks  in 
spcisking  pf  the  perspiration  of  the  dark-colored  races,  that  it  has  a  pe^ 
Cttliav  odoi^  which  is  well  known  in  negroes  and  the  Caribbee  Indiana. 
On  the  score  of  smell,  no  obstacle  exists  to  the  most  intimate  rela- 
tions between  the  white  man  and  the  negro,  which  will  not  easily  yield 
to  a  due  application  of  soap  and  water. 

That  each  individual  as  well  as  race,  of  the  human  family,  is  en«. 
dowed  with  a  peculiar  odor,  seems  evident,  from  the  ease  with  which 
the  dog  scents  his  master.  The  interesting  history  of  Julia  Bracei 
an  inmate  of  the  Hartford  Asylum,  affords  further  evidence  of  the 
fact.  This  unfortunate  girl,  born  blindi  deaf  and  dumb,  having  no 
other  mode  of  communication  with  the  external  world  than  by  the 
senses  of  smell,  taste,  and  touch,  by  the  increased  power  of  which  na- 
tore  strove  to  compensate  her  fpr  her  severe  affliction,  was  enabled  to  die* 
tinguish  persons,  by  the  exercise  of  the  first  sense  alone.  The  eloquent 
author  of  the  "  Beligio  Me4ici,"  and  the  ^  Urn  Burial,"  has  some  observe^ 
tions  pertinent  to  this  subject  '*  We  acknowledge,"  he  says,  that  ^  cer« 
tain  odors  attend  on  animals,  no  less  than  certain  colors ;  that  pleasant 
amalls  are  not  confined  to  vegetables,  but  found  in  divers  animals,  and 
some  more,  richly  than  in  plants ;  and  though  the  problem  of  Aristotle 
inquires,  why  no  animal  smell  sweet  b^de  the  pard^  yet  later  dia- 
coveries  add  divers  sorts  of  monkeys,  the  civet  cat  and  jazelon,  from 
which  our  musk  proceedeth.  We  confess  that  beside  the  smell  of  the 
species,  there  may  ba  individual  odors,  and  every  man  may  have  a  prop^ 
er  and  peculiar  savor,  which,  although  not  perceptible  unto  man,  who 
hath  this  sense  but  weak,  is  yet  sensible  unto  dogs»  who  thereby  can 
single  out  their  masters  in  the  dark.  We  do  not  deny  that  particular 
men  have  sent  forth  a  pleasant  savor,  as  Theophrastus  and  Plutarch  re- 
port of  Alexander  the  Great,  and  Taetzes  and  Garden  do  justify  of  them- 
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selves."  lo  that  charming  specimen  of  self-portraitnre,  the  autobiogn- 
phy  of  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury,  the  brave  knight,  the  courteous  gentle- 
man,  and  the  learned  scholar,  presenting  in  his  character  the  rare  union 
of  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  world  and  the  deepest  wisdom  of  the 
closet,  we  read,  ^'  It  is  well  known  to  those  who  wait  in  my  chamber, 
that  the  shirts,  waistcoats,  and  other  garments  I  wear  neit  my  body,  are 
sweet  beyond  what  easily  can  be  believed  or  hath  been  obsenred  in  any 
else ;  which  sweetness  also  was  found  to  be  in  my  breath  above  others, 
before  I  used  to  take  tobacco,  which,  toward  my  latter  days,  I  was  fore* 
ed  to  take  against  certain  rheumes  and  oatarres  that  troubled  me,  which 
yet  did  not  taint  my  breath,  for  any  length  of  time.**  In  a  quaint  old 
work  entitled  '^The  life  of  the  learned  and  pioab  Dr.  Henry  More,  late 
fellow  of  Christ  College  in  Cambridge,  by  Richard  Ward,  A.  M.,"  the 
author  remarks,  *^  I  was  mentioning  somewhat  but  just  now  of  his  body, 
and  this  reminds  me  of  some  things  that  were  peculiar  in  that  also  as 
well  as  in  his  mind ;  he  has  told  us  occasionally!  in  a  discourse  con* 
ceming  the  famous  Greatrakes  and  what  was  extraordinary  in  that  per* 
son,"  ^  that  not  only  his  own  urine  had  naturally  the  flavor  of  violets  in 
it,  but  that  his  breast  and  body,  especially  when  very  young,  would  of 
themselves  in  like  manner  send  forth  flowery  and  aromatic  odors  from 
them,  and  such  as  he  daily  almost  was  sensible  of,  when  he  came  to  put 
off  his  clothes  and  go  to  bed ;  and  even  afterwards,  when  he  was  older, 
about  the  end  of  winter  or  beginning  of  spring,  he  did  frequently  par* 
ceive  certain  sweet  and  hebaoeous  smells  about  him,  when  yet  there 
was  no  such  external  objects  near,  from  whence  they  could  proceed."* 
These  reports  of  sweet  smells  must  be  taken  "  cum  grano  salis,"  to  give 
them  the  savor  of  truth.  They  probably  take  their  origin  in  an  exaggerated 
egotism,  which  envelops  in  its  incense  every  thing  that  pejtains  to  self. 

In  considering  the  physiology  of  animal  odor,  and  endeavoring  to 
trace  out  its  cause,  considerable  difficulty  is  encountered  from  the  unsub- 
stantial nature  of  the  object  of  investiglition,  from  the  impossibility  of 


*  In  a  late  work,  called  the  Table  Talk  of  Samuel  Rogers,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing :  "Sir  Henry  Eoglefield  had  a  faney  (which  some  greater  men  have  had)  that 
there  was  aboot  his  person  a  natnral  odor  of  roses  and  rioUts.  Lady  OrenWtle 
hearing  of  this  and  loving  a  Joke,  exclaimed  one  day  wb«n  Sir  Henry  was  pres- 
eat^  '  Bleea  me,  what  a  smell  of  violets  I'  <  Yes,'  said  he,  wit^  great  aim^eity, '  it 
comes  from  me.'" 
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discrimlDating  with  exactness  its  varieties,  and  from  the  various  degrees 
of  sensihility  of  different  observers.  Attempts  have  been  made  to 
classify  systematically  the  various  odors.  The  most  plausible  one 
divides  them  into  Acidulous^  Spirittious,  Camphorous,  Fragraniy  Som- 
niferoiLs,  Fetid,  and  Alkaline  ;  but  these  terms  do  not  admit  of  a  strictly 
philosophical  application.  All  odors  are  composite,  and  all  individuals 
ure  possessed  more  or  less  of  an  idiosyncracy  of  sense.  These  facts  pre- 
sent themselves  as  insuperable  obstacles  to  an  exact  definition.  The 
physician,  in  this  as  in  every  other  department  of  the  science  of  medi- 
one,  must  not  confide  too  trustingly  in  fixed  rules,  but  endeavor  to  sus- 
tain his  uncertain  steps  by  individual  experience  and  observation. 

Various  animals  (of  which  mention  has  already  been  made)  more 
prominently  distinguished  by  their  odor,  such  as  the  musk  deer,  the 
civet,  and  the  castor,  have  peculiar  organs,  generally  situated  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  genitals,  devoted  to  the  particular  function  of  gene- 
rating odor.  In  others,  as  the  pole  cat  and  the  skunk,  the  stench  is  due 
to  the  ordinary  secretions.  The  odor  of  these  various  animals  is  not  of 
the  same  intensity  at  all  times  and  seasons.  With  some  it  is  voluntary, 
and  thrown  out  as  a  protection  against  attack ;  and  with  others  it  is 
generated  independently  of  the  will,  in  the  rutting  season,  as  a  source  of 
attraction  between  the  sexes.  Animal  odor  in  its  natural  condition,  of 
whatever  kind,  is  unquestionably  a  source  of  pleasure  to  its  possessor, 
and  to  those  of  the  same  order,  and  of  repugnance  to  most  others,  which 
contributes  towards  preserving  the  integrity  and  individuality  of  the 
races,  thus  administering  to  a  wise  purpose  in  the  economy  of  nature. 

The  principal  sources  of  odor  in  man,  are  the  breath  and  the  different 
secretions.  The  air  expired  gives  out  the  odor,  in  diminished  intensity, 
of  the  ordinary  articles  of  diet  consumed.  The  perspiration  has  naturally 
an  acid  odor,  differing  in  degrees  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  being 
more  sensible  in  the  groin,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  genitals,  and  the 
feet.  The  other  secretions  and  excretions  have  peculiar  smells  of  their 
own,  each  of  which  contributes  towards  producing  in  man  his  distinctive 
odor.  This  is  affected  in  a  remarkable  manner,  and  very  variously,  by 
habits  of  life,  the  atmosphere,  diet,  and  more  especially  disease.  Persons 
engaged  in  certain  employments,  whatever  may  be  their  attention  to 
personal  cleanliness,  are  observed  to  become  so  impregnated  with  the 
peculiar  odor  of  the  objects  by  which  they  are  constantly  surrounded,  as 
to  give  it  out  long  after  a  change  of  occupation,  Chomel  states  that  he 
had  a  hostler  under  his  charge  at  the  hospital,  who  during  the  course  of 
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a  bilious  fever,  exhaled  a  strong  smell  of  the  stable,  although  all  hia 
clothes  had  been  removed,  and  he  had  been  repeatedly  washed.  All 
who  approached  him  felt  assured  that  the  odor  proceeded  directly  from 
the  patient  himseUl 

The  effect  of  diet  and  of  various  articles  used  as  remedies,  in 
altering  the  animal  odor,  is  a  familiar  fact      Those  in  the  habit  of 
eating  garlic,  and  onions,  habitually  smell  of  the  peculiar  odor  of 
these  plants ;  and  the  Greenland^r,  whose  constant  vegetable  food  is  of 
the  pea  kind,  is  reported  by  travelers  to  emit  a  leguminous  smell ;  the 
noisome  stench  which  infects  the  urine  after  eating  asparagus  cannot 
have  escaped  the  dullest  sense  of  smell ;  and  the  violet  odor  from  the 
administration  of  the  oil  of  turpentine,  the  peculiar  flavor  given  to  the 
breath  and  urine  and  the  perspiration  by  copaiba,  sulphur,  and  various 
other  remedies,  are  the  results  of  everyday  observation.    It  is  doubtless 
the  vapor  of  the  essential  oil  belonging  to  the  articles  taken  into  the 
system,  which  is  thus  exhaled,  and  which,  though  not  sensible  to  chemical 
tests,  becomes  evident  to  the  sense  of  smell.     The  varieties  of  odor  among 
individual  races  are  attributable  probably  to  their  various  modes  of  life. 
The  effect  of  disease  in  increasing  and  varying  the  animal  odor  of  the 
human  body,  more  especially  recommends  itself  to  the  regard  of  the 
medical  observer,  from  its  direct  bearing  upon  disgnosis.    It  is  believed 
that  much  useful  information  would  be  the  result  of  directing  inquiry 
and  observation  upon  this  subject.    Its  investigation  is  urged  upon  the 
physician  as  promising  to  result  in  a  fair  return  of  profit,  available  for 
practical  purposes.    Certain  diseased  conditions  of  the  system  affect  in 
a  remarkable  manner  the  odor  of  the  breath,  and  thus  afford  a  valuable 
symptom  of  their  existence.    In  some  febrile  diseases  the  breath  acquires 
a  sweetish,  and  in  various  affections  of  the  stomach  a  strong  pungent, 
acid  odor.    This  acidity  is  occasionally  of  such  intensity,  as  to  impregnate 
every  thing  which  surrounds  the  patient,  his  clothes,  bedding,  and  the 
whole  furniture  of  the  room ;  and  is  indicative  of  a  severe  form  of  gastric 
disease,  which  most  frequently  results  in  death.     In  gangrene  of  the 
lungs,  the  breath  enuts  an  odor  of  putrified  flesh,  a  most  unvarying  and 
important  distinctive  symptom  of  this  disease.    In  several  forms  of  dys- 
pepsia, in  bilious  fever,  in  scurvy,  and  in  the  latter  stage  of  consumption 
and  typhus  fever,  it  assumes  a  fetid  character.    Mercurial  salivation,  and 
various  affections  of  the  Qiouth  and  throat  are  easily  discernible  by  the 
peculiar  and  offensive  odors  tbey  give  to  the  breath.    A  fit  of  drunken- 
ness is  invariably  detected  by  the  spirituous  odor  exhaled  from  the  lungs, 
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wlMAolberwiae  there  might  he  danger  of  confounding  it  with  seyere 
disease.  The  perspiration  in  a  variety  of  different  affections  undergoes 
■ensible  changes  in  odor,  worthy  of  the  physician's  regard.  In  prolonged 
constipation,  a  veiy  marked  odor  of  sulphureted  hydrogen  is  ohserYed, 
especially  in  females,  who  aro  more  apt  to  neglect  the  state  of  ih&r 
bowels,  and  whose  false  modesty  disposes  them  to  conceal  their  condition 
from  their  physician.  This  odor  will  he  found  a  useful,  and  often  the 
only  attainable  indication  in  such  cases. 

In  various  diseases  of  the  skin,  a  peculiar  smell  of  the  transpiration 
is  an  unvarying  symptom.  In  all  syphilitic  eruptions,  the  odor  is  marked 
and  peculiar.  In  small-pox  it  is  equally  distinctive  and  prominent,  and 
h  by  many  compared  to  the  smell  of  mouldine^;  in  porrigo  favosa  also,  it 
resembles  the  stench  of  cat's  urine,  and  in  miliary  fevers,  by  some  it  is 
likened  to  the  smell  of  lime,  by  others,  to  that  of  decayed  straw.  A 
peculiar  fetid  smell  of  the  perspiration  of  the  feet  is  frequently  observed^ 
and  presents  a  troublesome  and  obstinate  disorder.  The  writers  upon 
the  sweating  sickness,  the  terrible  plague  which  devastated  Europe  in  the 
15th  and  16th  centuries,  have  exhausted  their  powers  of  langwage,  in 
endeavoring  to  describe  the  rankness  of  the  odor  of  the  perspiration, 
which  was  the  prominent  symptom  in  that  disease.  They  speak  of  the 
horrible  stench  of  the  sick,  the  odor  UUrimuBy  of  the  afflicted — being 
eurrounded  by  a  thick  stinking  mist--of  their  lying,  as  it  were,  in  a 
stinking  swamp  of  sweat,  and  overwhelmed  with  disgust  of  them, 
•elves,  in  consequence  of'  their  loathsome  and  ill  odored  condition. 
In  rheumatic  diseases,  most  of  the  secretions  and  excretions  are  per- 
oeptibly  changed  in  odor,  and  more  especially  the  sweat,  which  «§• 
aumes  a  nauseous  acid  smell.  Fevers  of  a  low  typhoid  character  are 
easily  indicated  by  an  odor  like  that  of  mice ;  and  in  the  latter  stages 
of  typhus,  the  smell  is  decidedly  cadaverous.  The  insane  are  observed 
to  emit  a  peculiar  odor  from  the  skin.  The  urine  also  acquires  vari- 
ous odors  in  different  diseases.  In  Bright^s  disease  it  sometimes  ex- 
bales  the  smell  of  boiled  beef ;  and  in  diseases  of  the  bladder  and  some 
typhoid  affections,  that  of  shell  fish  ;  in  acute  inflammatory  disease,  and 
in  various  disorders  of  the  kidneys,  an  ammoniscal  odor.  The  smell  pe- 
culiar to  the  fffices  varies  frequently  in  disease.  It  is  of  a  cadaverous  na- 
ture in  typhoid  fever  and  chronic  diarrhoea;  and  resembles  that  of  mac- 
erated flesh  in  certain  malignant  dysenteries.  In  many  of  the  diseases 
of  the  digestive  organs  in  children,  its  condition  supplies  important  in- 
dications. The  stools  are  offensive  in  the  early  stages  of  cholera  infan- 
23 
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turn,  and  agaia  inodorous  in  its  more  adyanoed  periods,  and  in  the  soTen 
forms  of  dysentery.  The  odor  of  what  is  thrown  up  in  vomiting  aids  in 
forming  a  just  notion  of  the  nature  of  the  disease  in  which  it  existk 
The  sense  of  smell  is  necessarily  applied  to  for  a  right  appreciation  of 
the  condition  of  certain  ulcere,  putrescent  wounds,  gangrene,  and  punn 
lent  deposits.  The  odor  is  the  most  reliable  means  for  the  detection  of 
poisons  by  prussio  acid,  and  aids  in  discovering  the  presence  of  the 
metallic,  narcotic,  and  other  poisons.  The  septic  condition  generally 
reveals  itself  by  a  smell  indicative  of  the  process  of  decomposition.  It  is 
to  this  state  that  may  be  attributed  the  various  changes  in  the  animal 
odor,  produced  by  disease.  Whether  this  disorganisation  originates  in  the 
solids  or  fluids,  or,  as  is  more  probable,  occasionally  in  both,  it  beeomss 
no  one  in  the  present  state  of  pathological  science  dogmatically  to  de« 
cide.  That  the  composition  of  the  humors  of  the  body,  is  at  least  sec* 
ondarily  affected,  there  need  be  no  hesitation  in  asserting. 

It  is  no  longer  heresy  to  speak  of  the  corruption  of  the  fluids,  the  de- 
composition, or.  In  other  words,  the  new  chemical  combinations  set  up  in 
them,  uncontrolled  by  the  vis  vitae.  To  what  eke  can  be  attributed  the 
loathsome  putrid  sweats  in  the  sweating  uckness,  the  cadaverous  odor  in 
the  last  stages  of  typhus,  and  the  putrescent  exhalations  in  scurvy  and 
other  analogous  affections  f  Much  progress  in  pathology  has  been  hin- 
dered by  the  excessive  reaction  of  opinion  against  the  exclusive  doctrines 
of  the  Humoralists  of  a  past  age.  Liebig,  Front,  Bright  and  others,  have 
established  a  firm  foundation  of  well-ascertained  facts,  upon  which  it  is 
hoped  the  superetructure  of  a  new  and  rational  system  of  humoral  path- 
ology will  arise,  fact  by  fiM^t,  cemented  fast  by  experiment  and  logics! 
deduction. 


L    NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDIOINK 

Stated  meeting,  April  2,  1856.  The  President,  Dr.  W.  Parkbb, 
in  the  chair. 

After  the  reading  of  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,,  the  President  intro- 
duced to  the  Academy  Dr.  Turnipseed,  of  Columbia,  S.  C,  who  has  late- 
ly been  in  the  employ  of  the  Russian  Government,  and  was  surgeon  in 
Sebastopol  during  the  siege  until  its  capture. 

The  following  candidates  were  then  elected  Resident  Fellows  of 
the  Academy,  vix. :  Drs.  N.  C.  Husted,  John  W.  S.  Gouley,  J.  Hancock 
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Douglaa,  T.  A.  Emmet,  John  C.  Dalton,  and  AIodzo  Clark.  The  nom- 
ination of  Dr.  Michael  K  Foj  was  referred  back  to  the  Committee  on 
Admisaions,  it  having  been,  charged  that  he  was  an  owner  of  a  drug 
Btore,  and  engaged  in  selling  patent  medicines. 

The  sections  being  called  upon,  the  Section  on  Anatomy  reported 
that  they  had  postponed  action  on  Dr.  Isaac's  paper  until  they  should 
have  the  additional  puriions  to  be  read  this  evening,  before  them. 

The  Section  on  Surgery  reported  also  that  they  had  appointed  Dr. 
Detmold  to  read  a  paper — also  recommending  that  "Dr.  Holcomb's 
paper  be  placed  on  file.  Dr.  Batchelder  opposed  the  adoption  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  report,  and  moved  that  the  paper  be  referred 
back  to  Dr.  Holcomb,  with  a  request  that  he  make  additions  thereto. 
The  motion  was  not  seconded.  The  question  being  put,  the  report  of 
the  section  was  adopted.  The  Section  on  Theory  and  Practice  reported, 
recommending  that  Dr.  Simpson's  paper  be  published  in  the  Transactions. 
Adopted,  and  the  paper  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication.  The 
same  section  also  reported  that  they  had  appointed  Dr.  S.  Conant  Foster 
to  read  a  paper  to  the  Academy.  The  Section  on  Materia  Medica  re- 
ported orally.  The  other  sections  presented  no  reports.  The  Special 
Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  to  nominate  delegates  to  the 
American  Medica]  Association  reported,  tnrough  Dr.  S.  C.  Foster,  chair- 
man, the  following  names :  Drs.  W.  Parker,  Beadle,  Bolton,  Buck, 
Bulkley,  Clements,  Corson,  J.  W.  Green,  Henschel,  Jenkins,  R.  S. 
Kissam,  McNulty,  J.  M.  Minor,  A.  C.  Post,  Purple,  Sayre,  J.  M. 
Smith,  C.  D.  Smith,  Stephen  Smith,  Stone,  Taylor,  Vandervoort,  Van 
Kleeck,  Van  Pelt,  Watson,  Watts,  Isaac  Wood  and  J.  R.  Wood.  The 
report  was  adopted,  and  the  gentlemen  named  appointed  delegates. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  payment  of  several  bills 
amounting  to  |26  25,  which,  together  with  those  reported  at  the  last 
meeting,  amounting  to  $18  30,  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  James  Stewart,  in  answer  to  one 
informing  him  that  the  prize  of  one  hundred  dollars  had  been  awarded 
to  him,  requesting  that  this  sum  might  be  sent  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Dubois, 
First  Directress  of  the  **  Nursery,*'  as  a  donation  to  the  Children's  Hospital 
about  being  established  by  the  Directresses  of  that  Institution.  Also  a 
letter  from  Mrs.  Dubois,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  donation. 
The  Secretary  also  exhibited  to  the  Academy  a  new  kind  of  suspensory 
baAdMge  sent  by  the  Messrs.  Coddington.  The  Foreign  Corresponding 
Secretary  presented  two  volumes,  the  gift  of  the  author,  D.  Scharlap,  of 
Vienna  (received  through  Dr.  Sayre),  **  Die  Rationelle  Heilung  der  Lun- 
genkiioien,"  d^c,  and  ^  Die  Scrofelkrankheif  Ordered  to  be  placed  in 
the  Library. 

Dr.  Isaacs  then  read  a  supplement  to  his  paper  read  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, on  the  "Intimate  structure  of  the  Kidney,"  with  the  result  of  some 
new  experiments  made  during  the  past  month.  The  paper  was  referred 
to  the  t^ection  on  Anatomy.  Dr.  S.  Conant  Foster  (by  appointment  of 
the  Section  of  Theory  and  Practice)  then  read  a  paper  upon  Atelectasis 
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of  the  Lungs^  describing  the  difference  between  it  and  lobular  pneumonia, 
and  pointing  out  important  differences  in  the  treatment  of  the  two  affec- 
tioaa.  The  paper  was  referred  to  the  Section  on  Theory  and  Practice. 
Dr.  Detmold  (bj  appointment  of  the  section  on  Surgery)  read  a  pj^r 
upon  the  modus  operandi  of  Anaesthetics,  which  was  mainly  a  written 
statement  of  his  opinions  informally  presented  at  the  last  meeting,  an 
abstract  of  which  was  g^ren  in  our  report  of  that  meeting. 
.  Dr.  Ghiseom  made  some  corroborative  remarks,  endeavoring  to  account 
for  the  heretofore  unexplained  fact  that  all  atmospheric  air  contained 
1^  per  cent  of  carbonic  acid  gas  in  its  composition.  The  paper  of  Dr. 
Detmold  was  referred  to  the  Section  on  Theory  and  Practice. 

Dr.  Oardner  presented  two  instrnraents  from  Mr.  Tiemakn,  the  surr- 
eal outler-H>ne  for  generating  and  locally  conveying  this  new  anaesthetic, 
and  the  other  a  syringe  for  injecting  chloroform  vapor,  either  pure  or 
adulterated  with  atmospheric  air. 

Dr.  Downs  reported  a  case  in  which  he  had  used  carbonic  add  gas 
with  little,  if  any,  permanent  effect 

The  Academy  then  adjourned. 

IL    NEW  YORK  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

ExiraeU  from  ike  Minutes. 
Reported  by  E.  Lek  Jomxs,  M.  D.,  Recording  Secretary. 

JUgukur  Meeting,  Feb.  18, 1856.  The  Vice-PresideDt,  Dr.  J.  Bol- 
ton, in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  presented  for  Dr.  Gentry,  of  Bellevue  Hospital, 
a  we1l*niarked  and  beautiful  specimen  of  encystid  disease  of  the  kidneys^ 
weighing  14  ounces.  When  first  removed,  the  surface  of  both  was  en- 
tirely covered  with  cysts,  varying  in  size,  some  containing  an  ounce  of 
fluid, — in  some  of  a  yellow  glairy  consistence,  in  others,  of  gnunous 
character.  The  microscope  showed  nothing  peculiar,  except  granular  ma* 
terial  and  a  few  oil  globules.  On  section,  the  integrity  of  the  cortical 
and  medullary  tissue  is  seen  to  remain.  The  medullary  structure  was 
carefully  examined  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  if  the  cysts  were  due  to 
a  dilatation  of  the  uriniferous  tubuli;  the  inference  derived  from  the  ex* 
ami  nation  seems  not  to  warrant  this  concluRion. 

Dr.  Clark  inquired  if  there  was  any  dilatation  of  the  investment  of 
the  malpighian  bodies. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  replied  that  they  were  not  examined. 

Dr.  Clark  observed  that  the  opinion  is  entertained  by  some,  that  the 
disease  depends  on  a  dilatation  of  the  uriniferous  tubes  investing  and  re* 
fleeted  over  the  malpighian  bodies ;  and  that  this  is  the  seat  of  the  de- 
generation, and  the  effusion  occurs  on  the  attached  surface. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  stated  that  it  was  not  clearly  ascertained  if  the 
sheath  was  so  reflected. 

Dr.  Clark  had  himself  injected  the  uriniferous  tubes  with  a  eolation 
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of  indigo,  and  atained  the  structure,  i?hich  looked  aa  if  it  might  be  that 
bvesting  membrane. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  next  presented  a  specimen  rather  of  surgical  than 
pathological  interest,  an  aneurismal  mc  of  the  inUmal  iliac  artery,  which 
was  removed  from  a  patient  of  St  Vincent's  Hospital.  At  the  time  of 
, admission  his  system  was  much  reduced,  and  shattered  by  the  use  of 
opum  and  stimulants.  On  examination,  an  immense  pulsating  tumor 
was  seen  situated  both  above  and  below  Poapart*s  ligament.  Over  its 
most  prominent  part  was  a  black  eschar,  which  looked  as  if  it  might  burst 
at  any  moment  On  consultation,  it  was  concluded  that  an  attempt  to 
tie  the  artery  should  be  made.  A  large  indsion  was  made ;  and,  care* 
fully  pushing  up  the  peritoneum,  an  artery  was  felt,  apparently  healthy 
in  structure,  and  supposed  to  be  the  externa]  iliac.  A  ligature  was  passed 
around  it,  with  the  effect  of  controlling  the  pulsation.  The  next  day 
he  was  doing  well ;  but  in  three  days  active  inflammation  of  the  tumor  en- 
sued, and  he  sank  rapidly  and  died  on  the  fifth  day.  Postmortem  ex- 
amination disclosed  the  ligature  around  the  primitive  iliac,  an  inch  above 
its  bifurcation  into  external  and  internal ;  a  well-formed  clot  existed  in 
the  internal  iliao.  No  peritonitis,  Extensive  suppuraticm  had  occurred 
in  and  around  the  sac. 

Dr.  JS.  A.  Peaelee  presented  an  encysted  ovarian  turner^  weighing  46 
lbs.,  removed  from  a  lady  aged  41,  who  first  observed  a  tumor  in  the 
left  iliac  region  between  three  and  four  years  ago,  which  has  gradually 
increased  up  to  the  present  time  (Feb.  '66),  with  slight  fluctuations  in 
mxe.  It  had  from  the  first  been  regarded  as  ovarian.  The  patient  was 
first  seen  by  Dr.  P.  in  May,  1855  ;  she  wishing  to  obtain  his  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  propriety  of  an  operation  for  its  removal  by  the  large  ab- 
dominal section.  On  examination  he  found  the  abdominal  circumference 
to  be  47  inches,  the  walls  of  the  abdomen  so  tense  that  he  could  not  de* 
dde  whether  the  mass  consisted  of  many  or  few  distinct  sacs.  The  gen- 
eral condition  of  the  patient  was  so  low,  that  he  did  not  for  a  moment 
entertain' the  idea  of  an  operation,  and  gave  his  opinion  accordingly. 

He  did  not  again  see  her  till  the  25th  of  last  month  (Jan.  '56)  when 
he  was  again  requested  to  remove  the  mass.  ^To  his  surprise  her  condi- 
tion had  much  improved  since  May  '55  (though  she  had  failed  during 
the  past  summer) ;  and,  though  the  tumor  had  risen  somewhat  higher  in 
the  epigastrium,  her  circumference  was  but  48  inches.  Appetite  pretty 
good,  respiration  somewhat  hurried,  though,  when  sitting  or  lying  quiet, 
there  was  no  dyspnoea.  Bowels  regular,  action  of  kidneys  rather  free. 
He  did  not,  however,  advi4e  the  operation  of  ovariotomy ;  though  to  her 
inquiry  whether  she  was  apparently  in  as  good  a  general  condition  aa 
the  two  persons  on  whom  he  had  operated  successfully,  be  was  obliged 
to  replv  in  the  afilrmative,  and  moreover  that  it  was  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  mass  was  adherent  or  not,  without  previously  evacuat- 
ing the  sacs  by  tapping  to  such  an  extent  as  to  admit  a  more  exact  ex- 
amination, and  that  he  could  not  express  any  opinion  in  favor  of  ovariot- 
omy, without  previously  tapping  her ;  and  if  in  doing  this,  he  found  the 
extensively  adherent,  or  could  not  decide  it  was  not  adherent,  in 
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that  event,  he  would  not  eotertain  the  idea  of  an  operation.  He  did  not 
advise  the  tapping  even ;  since,  though  he  regarded  this  operation  as 
hardly  dangerous  in  any  degree,  she  was  informed  that  the  masa  might 
be  made  up.  of  very  many  small  sacs,  and  without  a  single  large  one, 
and  in  that  case  she  would  be  disappoioted,  and  he  should  not  arrive  at 
any  positive  result  as  to  the  adhesion  or  non-adheaion  of  the  tumor. 
The  patient  had  a  decided  aversion  to  being  tapped,  unless  she  was  aa* 
aured  that  ovariotomy  would  follow,  since  a  sister,  who  had  been  tapped 
a  few  years  since,  for  the  same  disease,  died  a  week  after  of 
peritonitis,  and  becau«e  she  supposed,  if  once  tapped,  a  repetition  of  the 
operation  would  be  frequently  necessary.  After  a  deliberation  of  five 
days  on  the  subject,  the  patient  again  sent  for  Dr.  P.,  and  informed  him 
ahe  had  decided  to  be  tapped,  as  preliminary  to  the  decision  of  the  quea- 
tioD,  whether  he  would  perform  ovariotomy  or  not.  The  operation  was 
performed  iu  the  usual  way,  on  the  4th  inst,  assisted  by  Dr,  Ranney,  of 
2dd  street.  Her  condition  was  good.  Fluctuation  indicated  the  eziatr 
ence  of  a  distinct  sac  of  considerable  size,  in  and  below  the  umbilical 
region,  and  another  higher  up.  The  former  was  at  onoe  reached  by  the 
trochar,  and  six  pints  of  clear  and  highly  gelatinous  fluid  (to  the  senae 
of  touch)  evacuated;  and  on  partially  withdrawing  the  cannla,  two 
pints  more  of  a  milky  fluid  were  withdrawn,  evidently  from  another  sac, 
which  had  been  traversed  by  the  instrument,  while  on  its  way  to  the 
larger  one.  On  changing  the  direction  of  the  canula  to  penetrate  an* 
other  sac,  a  few  drops  of  venous  blood  flowed  through  the  instrument* 
This  he  thought  proceeded  from  a  minute  vessel  on  the  interior  of  the 
sac,  which  had  been  punctured,  as  he  had  seen  the  same  thing  bef<»e. 
Several  smaller  sacs  were  then  punctured,  and  on  withdrawing  the  cana* 
la  as  before,  a  few  drops  of  venous  blood  again  appeared.  Fearing  this 
might  escape  through  the  puncture  in  the  sac  into  the  cavity  of  the  peri- 
toneum, he  waited  until  the  dropping  entirely  ceased,  and  then  withdrew 
the  canula.  With  a  curved  trochar,  other  more  distant  sacs  were  evacu- 
ated. The  mass  now  seemed  to  be  composed  of  small  cysts,  and  it  seem* 
ed  impossible  to  reduce  the  tumor  much  more.  Further  attempt  waa 
therefore  discontinued.  More  blood  now  flowed  through  the  canula ;  he 
waited  till  all  oozing  ceased,  before  finally  withdrawing  the  instrument. 
Fifteen  pounds  of  fluid  had  been  withdrawn.  The  patient  was  fatigued 
by  the  prolonged  operation,  and  depressed  in  mind  from  the  fact  that  the 
operation  must  fail  to  demonstrate  the  adherence  or  non-adherence  of  the 
tumor;  but  with  the  exception  of  some  faintness  and  sickness  of  the 
stomach,  nothing  worthy  of  mention  occurred.  The  tumor  could  be 
slightly  moved  b^low  the  umbilicus,  but  not  at  all  at  the  upper  part; 
the  idea  of  the  operation  of  ovariotomy  was  therefore  abandoned.  The 
next  morning  before  10  o'clock  he  was  requested  to  visit  the  patient  in 
haste,  as  she  seemed  to  be  sinking :  before  he  arrived,  she  was  dead.  She 
had  passsed  a  tolerably  comfortable  night,  with  sickness  of  the  stomach 
at  times,  but  presented  no  ^rave  symptoms  till  8  o'clock,  when  her  ex- 
pression changed,  and  she  became  restless,  and  died  before  10.  Post- 
mortem examination^  6^  hours  after  death.     Some  bloody  serum  had  es- 
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€aped  from  the  paooture  through  the  abdominal  wallo.  On  outting 
through  the  latter  on  the  median  line,  a  thick  and  very  vascular  mem- 
brane was  found  intervening  between  the  parietal  peritoneum  and  the 
ovarian  mass ;  and  a  layer  of  bloody  serum  was  seen  between  this  and 
the  mass,  one  or  two  inches  deep.  This  membrane  was  found  to  cover 
over  the  whole  tumor  anteriorly  and  laterally,  like  an  apron,  it  being 
also  adherent  to  the  tumor  on  both  sides,  as  well  as  to  the  pelvis  and  the 
lower  portion  of  the  tumor.  On  further  examination,  the  membrane 
TQSt  described  was  found  to  be  the  omentum  major ;  and  the  hemorrhage 
had  proceeded  from  a  small  vein,  which  had  been  punctured  in  penetrat- 
ing it  to  reach  the  first  sac.  It  had  become  so  thick  and  firm,  as  well  aa 
vascular,  by  constant  pressure  and  the  motions  of  the  tumor,  that  he  had 
mistaken  it  for  the  wall  of  the  sac  first  punctured,  and  the  blood,  which, 
during  the  operation,  he  supposed  had  flowed  from  the  inner  wall  of 
the  sac,  had  really  flowed  from  the  membrane  just  mentioned,  into  the 
cavity  formed  by  the  adhesions  before  specified,  between  itself  and  the 
diseased  mass.  But  little  bloody  serum  had  escaped  into  the  cavity 
of  the  peritoneum ;  and  it  was  judged  that  not  more  than  eight  or  ten 
ounees  had  been  lost  in  all.  The  tumor  (which  was  shown)  was  found 
extensively  adherent  to  its  upper  and  lateral  portion,  not  so  much  so  be- 
low the  umbilicus.  Its  removal  would  not  have  been  attempted  during 
life,  had  it  been  exposed  to  view  for  that  purpose,  by  any  judicious  sur- 
geon. It  was  found  to  consist  of  an  imnriense  number  of  small  sacs,  as 
you  perceive ;  and  weighed  forty-five  pounds,  making  sixty  pounds  in  all 
oefore  the  operation  of  paracentesis.  It  was  chiefly  develqped  from  the 
left  ovary ;  and  both  fallopian  tubes  were  closed  up  and  distended  with 
a  putty-like  substance,  in  which  broken-up  epithelial  cells  predominate. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that  though  a  married  lady  for  sev- 
eral years  past,  she  had  never  been  pregnant ;  menstruation  had  been 
regular  till  within  the  last  one  and  a  half  years.  Dr.  P.  observed  that 
the  luemorrhage  must  be  regarded  as  the  **  causa  sine  qua  non ''  of  death 
in  this  case.  That  is,  had  no  hsemorrhsge  occurred,  death  might  not 
have  taken  place  in  any  immediate  connection  with  the  operation.  A 
quantity  of  blood  between  the  omentum  and  the  tumor,  with  a  small 
amount  also  in  the  peritoneal  cavity,  must  have  in  a  few  days  led  to  a 
fatal  result ;  but  in  accounting  for  a  death  occurring  within  sixteen  and 
a  half  hours  after  the  operation,  and  where  the  amount  of  blood  lost 
was  so  small,  we  should  doubtless  also  take  into  consideration  the  ex- 
haustion from  the  operation,  and  especially  the  mental  shock  produced 
by  the  knowledge  that  the  operation  had  led  to  no  positive  result  in  diag- 
nosis, and  that  therefore  nothing  farther  would  be  done. 

The  iource  of  the  hasmorrhage  was,  as  far  as  he  knew,  peculiar.  Bran- 
ches of  the  internal  epigastric  artery  have  sometimes  been  wounded ;  the 
bladder  has  been  wounded ;  the  uterus,  happening  to  lie  in  front  of 
the  tumor,  has  also  been  punctured ;  and  one  of  the  fallopian  tubes,  also 
happening  to  be  stretched  over  it  in  front,  has  been  transfixed.  But  he 
has  never  heard  of  the  greater  omentum  being  injured  by  a  puncture,  at 
a  point  usually  regarded  as  the  aafeet,  half  way  between  the  pubis  and 
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the  nmbiHcuB.  Indeed,  in  all  ordinary  oireunwtanoea,  where  the  mbdo- 
men  is  largely  distended,  it  is  impoMible  that  the  omentom  shooki  ez^ 
tend  to  this  point.  For  it  is  not  long  enough,  naturally,  to  extend  eren 
to  the  umbilicus  in  a  case  like  thi8,eTen  though  it  originally  fall  into  the 
pelvis ;  and  moreover,  it  is  uniformly,  as  far  as  he  is  aware,  puahed  up 
by  the  tumor  during  its  development  from  below,  and  is  generally  fomid 
somewhat  folded,  and  not  reaching  more  than  half  the  distance  fmut  the 
stomach  to  the  umbilicus.  In  this  case,  the  omentum  was  not  lens  than 
two  and  a  half  feet  long,  as  the  specimen  will  show,  since  it  completely 
covered  the  tumor  anteriorly  and  laterally.  And  aince,  had  it  been  free 
at  its  lower  extremity  at  the  time  the  tumor  first  began  to  grow,  the  lat- 
ter would  doubtless  have  merely  lifted  it  up  as  is  usual,  Dr.  P.,  inferred 
that  the  omentum  had  become  adherent  to  some  portion  of  the  pelvic 
peritoneum  before  the  tumor  began  to  be  developed.  Thus  the  tumor 
grew  upwards  behind  the  omentum,  which  thus  was  expanded  over  the 
whole  length  of  the  tumor. 

Finally,  the  whole  extent  of  the  omentum  was  equally  Taaonlar ;  and 
had  the  puncture  been  made  at  any  other  point,  there  is  no  reason  for 
believing  that  the  hemorrhage  would  have  been  less  than  that  whitA 
actually  occurred. 

Dr.  A,  C  Po9t  presented  the  extremities  of  the  bone  of  the  elbow  joints 
removed  by  the  operation  of  exsection,  for  caries,  from  a  boy  fourteen 
Tears  old.  The  patient  was  progressing  well,  and  he  anticipated  his 
naving  a  serviceable  limb.  I)r.  P.  agiiin  exhibited  the  specimem  of 
ehurnation  of  the  femur,  shown  to  members  two  meetings  since.  He 
had  macerated  the  bone,  and  it  ie  observed  that  its  inferior  portion  is  in 
a  carious  condition ;  above  that,  there  is  necrosis  of  the  shaft ;  and  within 
the  medullary  cavity  is  a  sequestrum,  which,  though  movable,  cannot  be 
withdrawn,  being  retained  by  two  small  holes,  luaoh  of  them  haTtng  a 
peg  of  bone,  pHSsing  down  to  the  sequestrum.  The  spedmen  was  mainly 
interesting  from  the  faot  of  its  presenting  anchylosis,  caries,  necroaia,  and 
ebumation. 

Dr.  0*BoTh€  exhibited  a  specimen  of  valvular  disease  of  the  heart  and 
dilatation  of  the  ascending  aorta,  with  eonstrieUonof  that  vessel^  and  gave 
the  following  history  of  the  case :  Caroline  L ,  aged  thirty-six,  bom  in 
England,  came  under  observation  in  May,  1855.  She  complained  of  dis- 
tressing pain  in  cardiac  region,  palpitation,  and  rertigo,  with  frequent  at- 
tacks of  syncope  following  agitation  or  excitement,  especially  that  of  the 
sexual  organs.  She  had  also  chronic  liieumatism  in  most  of  her  joints ; 
had  acute  rheumatism  several  years  ago.  She  was  accustomed  to  hard 
work,  was  very  excitable*  and  was  aniemic  and  very  much  emaciated ; 
but  never  had  cederaa  of  the  extremities.  Her  pulse  was  equal  in  both 
wrists,  small,  weak,  and  jerking  or  receding ;  there  was  a  thrill  commu- 
nicated to  both  the  carotids.  She  had  increased  dullness  over  the  precor* 
dial  region,  but  the  rest  of  the  chest  was  resonant  on  percussion,  except 
a  small  space  on  the  right  of  the  sternum  and  between  the  third  rib  and 
the  clavicle,  where  there  was  slight  pulsation,  The  heart's  action  was 
attended  with  strong  impulse.    The  apex  struck  the  chest  one  inch  and 
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a  quarter  to  the  outside  of  the  nipple,  and  between  the  sixth  and  seventh 
ribL  Rhythm  was  nataral.  Over  the  heart  waa  heard  a  loud,  systolic,  bel- 
lows murmur,  most  distinct  over  the  apex.  Over  the  aortic  valves  waa  a 
double  murmur,  the  systolic  being  loud,  coarse,  and  passing  up  the 
aorta,  and  heard  distinctly  in  the  second  intercostal  space  to  the  right  of 
atemnm.  Also  at  the  top  of  sternum  it  was  quite  audible  between  the 
upper  and  middle  third  of  the  scapula  on  each  side  of  the  spine;  and  be- 
tween the  spine  and  the  lower  angle  of  the  scapula;  it  was  more  distinct 
on  the  left  side  than  on  the  right  There  was  a  harsh,  sharp  murmur  at 
the  commencement  of  the  diastole.  The  diagnosis  was  hypertrophy  of 
the  hearty  accompanied  by  miiral  regurgitation^  aortic  obstruction  and 
rtgurgitatien^  with  aneurism  of  ascending  aorta.  The  treatment  was 
tonic  and  sedative  in  its  character,  each  new  prescription  being  followed 
by  marked  reliefl  Still  her  paroxysms  of  pain,  palpitation,  and  syncope 
would  return  at  short  intervals,  she  thinking  that  each  one  would  end  in 
death.  She  was  out  on  business  on  Monday,  Feb.  11th,  1856,  appar- 
ently as  well  as  usual.  On  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  Feb.  Idth,  she 
had  an  attack  of  pain,  palpitation,  &c.,  when  she  suddenly  expired. 
Postmortem  examination  was  made  eight  hours  after  death,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Dr.  Leaming  (to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  opportunity  of 
doing  so),  Drs.  Tucker  and  Clark. 

On  opening  the  chest,  the  lungs  did  not  collapse.  They  filled  the 
chest  completely,  and  were  healthy,. except  in  being  slightly  emphysema- 
tous. There  were  no  traces  of  old  pleunsy.  The  pericardium  contained 
from  six  to  eight  oances  of  clear  serum,  and  the  right  pleura  twice  that 
amoant.  The  abdominal  organs  were  healthy.  There  was  also  hyper- 
trophy of  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart,  the  walls  being  twelve  lines  thick. 
The  ventricular  cavity,  however,  was  not  dilated,  and  the  right  side  was 
not  at  all  increased  in  size.  The  mitral  orifice  was  contracted  to  a  little 
more  than  half  its  normal  dimensions,  being  capable  of  admitting  only 
the  end  of  one  finger ;  but  it  was  quite  smooth.  The  anterior  mitral 
valve  or  that  between  the  mitral  and  aortic  orifice,  was  thickened  and 
somewhat  shortened,  though  not  at  all  roughened ;  the  other  seemed  to 
be  absent ;  being  so  much  contracted  that  the  chordae  tendinae  appeared 
attached  to  the  tendinous  margin  of  the  auriculo-ventricular  opening. 
The  aortic  or  semilunar  valves  were  thickened,  contracted,  and  adherent 
to  each  other  at  their  sides,  so  as  to  stand  out^  forming  a  ring  around  the 
orifice,  and  of  course  obstructing  the  passage  of  the  blood  from  the  ven- 
tricle. Yet  in  their  constriction  they  finil^  to  meet  in  the  center,  and 
admitted  of  considerable  regurgi  tation.  The  circumference  of  the  ascend- 
ing aorta,  one  inch  above  the  free  margin  of  the  semilunar  valves,  meas- 
ured three  inches  and  eight  lines.  Immediately  outside  the  attachment 
of  the  remains  of  the  ductus  arteriosus,  the  descending  aorta,  instead  of 
descending  by  a  gradual  curve  or  arch,  as  usual,  descended  abruptly, 
thereby  forming  an  angle.  At  this  point  the  under  wall  or  coats  of  the 
artery  became,  as  it  were,  folded  inward  or  upward ;  forming  a  sulcus  one 
and  a  half  or  two  lines  deep  on  the  concave  or  lower  wall,  and  of  course, 
{HTojecting  into  the  vessel.    Upon  the  projecting  angle  thus  formed  in* 
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ternally,  tbe  internal  and  middle  coats  were  deatrojed  for  about  four  linea 
transyersely  and  about  one  line  longitudinally,  and  the  internal  and  mid- 
dle coats  dissected  up  for  one  and  a  half  or  two  lines  on  the  distal  side 
of  the  fissure  thus  formed  by  the  destruction  of  the  coats  of  the  vessel. 
At  this  point  the  circumference  of  the  artery  was  only  one  inch  and  seven 
and  a  half  lines,  being  seven  lines  less  than  it  should  have  been  when 
compared  with  the  mean  circumference  of  the  healthy  aorta ;  but  when 
compared  with  its  own  ascending  portioui  it  was  one  mch  and  three  and 
a  half  lines  le-^s  than  it  should  have  been  to  have  carried  out  the  same 
proportion.  The  ascending  aorta  was  increased  one  inch  in  circumfer^ 
ence  beyond  its  natural  dimensions,  and  when  compared  with  the  con- 
stricted portion  just  mentioned  was  very  nearly  one  inch  and  eight  and 
a  half  lines  more  than  it  should  have  been.  Here,  then,  existed  dilatation 
of  all  the  coats  of  the  ascending  aorta,  and  at  the  junction  of  the  arch  and 
the  descending  portion,  a  constriction,  accompanied  by  destruction  of 
the  internal  and  middle  coats  of  the  aorta,  giving  rise  to  a  condition 
which,  had  the  patient  lived  longer,  must  necessarily  have  terminated  in 
false  or  sacculated  aneurism. 


Bronzed  Skin  and  Diseases  of  the  Supra-renal  Capsules, — We  gave  in  our 
last  number  a  short  abstract  of  cases  in  which  a  connection  between  a  pecu- 
liar tint  of  the  tkin,  and  some  morbid  condition  of  the  supra-renal  capsules 
had  been  observed,  which  seemed  to  afford  confirmation  of  views  receutly 
advanced  by  Dr.  Thomas  Addison,  in  a  Monograph  on  the  subject,  alluding  at 
the  same  time  to  a  case  of  our  own,  reported  in  this  journal  in  September 
last,  and  mentioned  that  the  editor  of  the  Medical  T\mes  and  Gazette  was 
publish  log  a  series  of  cases  bearing  upon  this  point.  Tbe  number  of  that 
journal  for  February  asd,  contains  five  additional  cases  illustrating  tbia  con- 
nection. In  the  first  of  these  cases,  a  roan,  30  years  of  age,  in  whom  death 
occurred  after  a  few  days'  illness,  both  supra- renal  capsules  were  found  exten- 
sively diseased.  In  the  second  case,  a  woman,  33  years  of  age,  tbe  same  hue 
is  said  to  have  existed,  and  the  patient  recovered.  In  this  case,  the  skin 
seems  to  have  altered  rather  rapidly  in  color,  nothing  peculiar  respecting  it 
having  been  observed  on  her  entrance  into  the  hospital ;  and  four  days  after- 
wards, it  was  noted  that  **  the  skin  had  now  quite  altered  in  color,  and  is  of 
a  peculiar  dirty-brown  tinge.**  This  color,  however,  slowly  faded,  and  grad- 
ually assumed  "*  the  simple  pallor  of  ansemia,"  a  fact  which,  we  think,  proves 
conclusively  that  the  tint  was  entirely  different  from  the  true  bronzed  skin, 
and  belonged  rather  to  that  known  as  connected  with  malarial  cacbezia— ^m 
opinion  which  would  seem  to  derive  confirmation  from  the  fact  that  the  treat- 
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ment  consisted  of  siimuluits  at  first,  and  aftervrarda  of  anlphate  of  iron,  with 
aloetio  purgatives.  In  the  third  ease,  there  was  cancer  of  the  sapra-renal 
bodies,  wUhmU  bronzing  of  the  slcin,  in  a  female,  58  years  of  age,  the  integu- 
ment presenting  only  the  nsnal  sallowness  of  patients  dying  from  cancer.  In 
this  case,  the  mode  of  death  was  entirely  different  from  that  thought  to  be 
peculiar  to  cases  of  trae  bronzed  skin.  In  the  fourth  case,  that  of  a  man,  46 
years  of  age,  the  bronzed  skin  occurred,  with  hypochondriasis  and  debility,  fol- 
lowed by  death  in  a  short  time;  but,  unfortunately,  the  renal  capsules  were 
not  examined.  In  the  fifth  case,  that  of  a  man  aged  20,  the  dark-brown  color 
of  the  skin  was  well  marked.  His  general  health  seemed  to  be  improYiog, 
when  he  was  seized  with  a  epileptic  fit,  which  was  soon  repeated,  and  followed 
by  others,  and  death  occurred  at  the  end  of  about  two  days,  the  patient  pass* 
ing  off  m  a  semi-comatose  state.  The  supra^renal  capsules  in  this  case  were 
atrophied,  and  consisted  of  a  cheesy,  gritty,  semi-purulent  deposit  resembling 
tubercle.  In  both  of  the  last  two  cases,  the  body  and  breath  are  said  to  have 
exhaled  a  peculiarly  disgusting  and  penetrating  odor. 

The  researehes  of  Dr.  Addison  seem  to  be  ezeiting  considerable  interest 
in  England,  and  are  also  beginoing  to  arrest  the  attention  of  French  patholo- 
gitts.  The  editor  of  the  Medical  Times  and  Oatette,  in  his  notice  of  the 
recent  work  of  Dr.  Addison,  *^  on  the  constittttiona]  and  local  effects  of  dis- 
eases of  the  supra-renal  capsules,**  says,  *'  we  believe  that  Br.  Addison  has 
made  a  discovery  which  is  one  of  the  most  important  that  practical  medicine 
haa  produced  for  many  years,  and  one  in  every  way  worthy  of  the  untiring 
zeal  and  energy  in  professional  pursuits  which  have  characterized  his  life." 
One  of  the  editors  of  the  Archives  OirUrdlesde  Midecine,  in  the  March  number 
of  the  journal,  gives  a  sketch  of  what  little  was  known  of  the  anatomy  and 
pathology  of  the  aupnurenal  capsules  previously  to  the  late  researehes  of  Dr. 
Addison,  with  an  abstract  of  his  observations,  and  a  notice  of  some  cases 
which  have  appeared  in  one  of  the  London  Journals ;  so  that  the  subject  may 
■be  considered  as  now  fairly  before  the  profession  for  investigation.  He 
speaks  in  high  terms  of  what  he  calls  **  le  grand  travail  d* Addison,**  as  entirely 
worthy  of  confidence,  and  as  having  opened  a  new  path  for  study. 

Alexis  St.  Martin, — Wo  were  gratified,  a  few  evenings  since,  in  company 
with  a  number  of  medical  gentlemen,  by  a  sight  of  the  veritable  individual 
who  was  many  years  ago  the  subject  of  the  ezperimonts  of  the  late  Dr.  Beau- 
mont, on  digestion,  and  whose  name  haa  become  ao  identified  with  them  in  all 
works  on  that  subject  in  every  part  of  the  world.  He  is  a  Canadian  by  birth, 
a  man  of  about  medium  height,  of  dark  complexion,  and  rather  hard  features, 
now  52  years  old,  and  bearing  his  age  remarkably  well.  He  is  a  laborer  by 
occupation,  and  never  a  soldier  as  has  been  supposed ;  and  at  the  time  of  the 
accident  which  ended  in  making  bis  name  so  familiar  to  the  scientific  world, 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company.  The  injury  was  pro- 
duced by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  gun,  which  carried  away  a  part  of  some 
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of  the  ribs,  and  nuide  an  opening  into  Ike  «tofDacb  on  tbo  loft  aido,  and  waa 
ao  aevero  in  ita  ebaiacter  aa  to  tbroaten  to  prove  lOpoedily  fatal.  There  ia 
now  a  fiatuloua  opening,  obloog  in  ahape»  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  ita 
longeat,  and  three- qaarten  of  an  inch  in  ita  ahorteat  diameter,  nearly  in  a  line 
with,  and  about  four  inebea  below  the  nipple,  and  between  two  and  three 
incbea  from  the  cardiac  orifice.  It  oeourred  in  1832;  and  since  the  expeii* 
menta  of  Dr.  Beaumont,  Sl  Martin  haa  enjoyed  uninterruptedly  good  hoalthi 
and  haa  aupportod  a  large  family  by  manual  labor.  He  ia  now  under  the  eare 
of  Dr.  Bunting,  an  EngHah  aurgeon,  who  haa  made  proviaion  for  the  aupport 
of  hia  family,  and  who  propoaea  to  take  him  to  Eucope,  where,  wo  truat,  he 
will  be  made  the  anbject  of  more  extenatve,  mora  varied,  and  more  aceurate 
ezperimenta  than  heretofore.  We  alao  aaw  him  again  at  the  New  York 
Hoapital,  where  a  few  ezperimenta  were  tried,  auch  aa  introducing  a  theiinoBifr> 
ter  within  the  atomaeh,  dus.  We  underatand  Dr.  B.  propoaea  to  make  him 
the  a  abject  of  a  public  lecture,  for  the  purpoae  of  realizing  aomething  for  hia 
benefit  We  truat  that  the  opportunity  of  hia  preaence  among  ua  will  be  im* 
proved  for  purpoaea  of  acience,  and  tkat  aometfaiog  will  alao  be  aocampliBhed 
towarda  retieving  him  from  the  neoeaaity  of  returning  to  manual  labor. 

American  Medical  Socistf  tn  Poru/— We  received  aome  time  ainee  a  copy 
of  the  eonatitution  of  thia  Society,  with  an  appeal  to  the  profeaaion  in  bfr 
half  of  ita  tnterest^,  of  which  we  intended  to  have  taken  an  earlier  notice.  It 
waa  inatitnted  in  November,  1861,  and  now  haa  a  liat  of  upwarda  of  one  hn» 
dred  active  membera,  beaidea  otbera  under  the  head  of  honorary,  privileged, 
and  permanent  membera.  One  of  the  objects  of  the  aaaociation  ia  the  forma» 
tion  of  a  library,  especially  of  American  medical  literature,  whkh  ahall  alwaya 
be  freely  open  to  the  acientific  men  of  every  country.  Towarda  the  attainment 
of  thia  object,  it  appeals,  through  a  eireular  by  a  committee  for  thia  purpoae, 
to  the  profession  in  the  United  Statea,  to  authora  and  publiafaera  especially, 
for  contribntiona  of  hooka,  itc  The  committee  feel  that  the  Society  haa  done 
much  towarda  elevating  the  reputation  of  American  surgery  on  the  contineBt, 
by  eztendiDg  a  koowledge,  through  books  accumulated  by  them,  of  improve 
ments  and  diacoveriea  which  have  originated  in  our  country.  We  truat  that 
It  will  be  regarded  with  increaaed  confidence,  and  that  ite  appeal  will  meet  a 
ready  reaponae  on  thia  side  of  the  Atlantic.  A  change  has  recently  been 
made  in  the  channel  of  communicating  hooka  to  the  Society ;  but  we  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain  the  name  of  the  agent  who  haa  aucceeded  Mr.  Boa- 
■ange,  who  formerly  acted  in  thia  capacity  for  the  Society.  Profeaaioaal  men 
from  this  country  viaiting  Paria  find  it  a  pleaaant  aa  well  aa  uaeful  meana  of 
fiieilitating  the  attainment  of  their  objecta  in  that  city. 
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Report  <m.Imaniif^  amd  Idiocp  m  MauaehwuiU^  bj  the  CommiMion 
on  LuDacj,  under  ibe  reaolve  of  the  Legislature  of  1854.  Boeton, 
1865,  pp.  218. 

Tbb  preaeBt  volume  affords  another  creditable  instance  of  the  atten- 
tion paid  by  the  State  of  Maseachusetts  to  statistics  having  a  bearing  upon 
the  health  and  hygiene  of  her  inhabitauts.  The  facts  eontained  in  this 
Report  were  ffatnered  during  the  autumn  and  December  of  1854,  and 
were  dmved  frara  physicians^  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  the  superintend- 
ing officers  of'  hospitals  aad  other  public  establishments,  and  are  the  re« 
anit  of  the  evidence  of  1451  witnesses,  of  whom  1816  were  physicians. 
Circulars  were  sent  to  1668  physicians,  embracing  all  whose  names  are 
found  in  the  eatalognes  of  the  Cbunty  Societies  and  the  State  Register ; 
of  whieh  number  it  was  found  that  287  were  either  dead,  or  not  in  prao* 
tice,  or  had  removed  away,  or  were  not  reliable;  and  it  is  highly  to  the 
credit  of  thoee  1319  physicians,  that  all  but  four  made  reports,  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  the  Commission.  Four  regular  physicians  only  re- 
fused to  make  any  report,  and  two  irregular  practiiioners  neglected  to 
do  so.  Fr(Hn  these  sources,  together  with  extensive  correspondence,  it  was 
ascertained  that  in  the  autumn  of  1854  there  were  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, 2682  lanatica  and  1087  idiots,  making  a  total  of  8719  of  those 
classes  needing  the  care  and  protection  of  friends,  or  of  the  public  Of 
the  lunatics,  1622  were  paupers  and  1110  were  supported  by  friends,  or 
by  their  own  property — ^2007  were  natives  and  626  foreigners — 486  were 
curable  and  2618  incurable,  179  not  stated.  Of  the  idiots,  670  were 
supported  by  friends,  and  417  by  public  treasury ;  1048  were  natives, 
and  44  foreigners.  Of  the  insane,  1269  were  males,  and  1378  females. 
Among  the  natives,  the  ratio  to  the  population  is  nearly  the  same,  being 
one  male  lunatic  in  442  and  one  female  in  413.  Among  the  foreigners, 
the  ratio  is  one  male  in  486  and  one  female  in  826.  The  condition  of 
both  sexes  is  nearly  the  same,  and  the  prospects  exactly  alike,  there  being 
the  same  proportion  (bund  curable  and  incurable. 

The  Report  is  crowded  with  most  valuable  statistics  and  facts  relat- 
ing to  these  unfortunate  classes  of  society,  which  derive  additional  value 
from  the  perfectly  reliable  manner  in  which  they  were  obtained,  and  affords 
abundant  proof  that  they  are  not  only  counted  up  and  tabulated,  but 
well  cared  for,  and  in  the  way  of  receiving  all  the  benefits  their  condition 
will  admit    Thirty-one  different  tables  show  in  a  most  minute  manner 
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all  the  facts  connected  with  their  historj,  condition,  sex,  proepects,  na- 
tivity, color,  ratio  to  population,  disposition  in  hospitals,  &c^  &c. 

An  interesting  fact  shown  by  these  and  other  statistics,  is  the  greater 
prcFalence  of  insanity  among  the  pauper  than  the  independent  classes 
of  society,  there  b.eing  in  Massachusetts  sixty-fonr  times  more  eases 
of  insanity  among  the  former  than  among  the  latter  class;  and  in  Great 
Britain  and  Italy  the  proportion  among  the  poor  is  about  forty  times  as 
great  as  that  among  those  not  supported  by  pablio  charily — ^a  fact  that 
^  proceeds  out  of  a  principle  which  is  fixed  in  the  law  of  our  being.*' 
Another  interesting  fact  established  by  thi»  Report  is  the  larger  ratio  of 
foreign  lunatics  to  the  sane  population  of  their  own  class  than  the  native 
lunatics;  and  of  the  foreign  lunatics  03  per  cent  are  paupers,  while  the 
proportion  of  native  insane  who  are  dependent  is  61  per  cent  The  pro- 
portion of  native  lunatics  relieved  and  supported  in  1854  was  as  1  in 
66  of  the  whole  native  population  ;  that  of  foreign,  as  1  in  25  of  the 
whole  foreign  population. 

The  same  extent  and  minuteness  of  the  tables,  extends  to  idiots  as  to 
lunatics,  and  great  care  was  taken  in  the  inquiries  which  were  made,  to 
adhere  to  the  scientific  and  recognised  distinction  between  them  and  the 
demented;  and  many  interesting  facts  are  tabulated  respecting  this 
class  of  unfortunates,  for  which,  as  well  as  for  much  other  interesting 
and  valuable  matter,  we  must  refer  to  the  Report  itself.  Five  colored 
lunatics  and  ten  colored  idiots  were  found  within  the  State. 

The  following  are  the  general  results  as  to  the  proportion  of  lunatics 
and  idiots  to  the  population  of  the  State:  One  lunatic  among  every  42T, 
and  one  idiot  among  every  1034,  and  one  of  either  of  these  classes 
among  every  302  people.  Among  the  natives,  one  lunatic  in  44  6,  one 
idiot  in  889,  one  of  both  in  295.  Among  the  foreigners,  one  lunatic  in 
884,  one  idiot  in  1931,  and  one  of  both  in  867.  Among  the  colored 
population,  one  lunatic  in  1025,  one  idiot  in  922,  and  one  of  both  in 
485  of  this  race. 

The  Gomraiseion,  in  order  to  give  completeness  to  their  labors,  exam« 
ined  every  public  establishment  within  tne  State,  where  the  insane  are 
or  may  be  confined  under  the  sanction  of  the  law,  and  give  reports  of 
their  condition,  ifec,  &c.  They  also  visited  some,  and  corresponded 
with  all,  the  hospitals  in  the  other  Northern  and  the  Middle  States, 
where  it  was  supposed  that  any  lunatics  belonging  to  Massachusetts 
might  be,  so  that  nothing  seems  wanting  to  give  completeness  to  their 
labors.  The  Con^ mission  consisted  of  three  persons,  to  one  of  whom,  Dr. 
Edward  Jarvis,  the  other  two  award  the  merit  for  his  indefatigable  abil- 
ity and  fidelity  in  collecting  the  information  from  various  sources,  and 
for  directing  and  superintending  the  tabular  statements,  and  for  the 
draft  of  the  Report 
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A  Manual  of  the  Practice  of  Mtdicine,  By  George  Hilaro  Barlow, 
M. A.,  and M.D.  CanUb;  Fellow  of  Roy.  Col.  Physic;  Physic,  to  Guy'a 
Hospital,  <fec,  dec.  With  additions  by  D.  Francis  Condie,  M.  I)., 
Fellow  of  Coll.  Phys.;  author  of  "  A  Practical  Treatise  on  Dis.  of 
Children,''  d;c.    Philadelphia;  Blanchard  <fe  Lea,  1866,  pp.  607. 

The  object  of  the  author  is  stated  to  have  been  to  lay  before  the 
profession  '*  a  system  of  medicine  based  upon  the  etiology,  or  what  I 
would  venture  to  call  the  natural  history,  of  disease." 

It  is  not  very  easy  to  uoderstand  how  any  other  basis  for  a  system  of 
practical  medicine  could  have  been  chosen,  than  that  mentioned  by 
Dr.  Barlow.  Had  the  work  been  really  so  founded,  we  should  have 
hailed  its  publication  as  a  great  boon  conferred  on  the  profession ;  since 
it  is  this  knowledge  of  the  course  of  disease  uninfluenced  by  medication, 
which  constitutes  the  first  want  of  professional  men  who  would  be  apt 
to  consult  manuals  like  that  of  Dr.  B.  It  is  a  well-established  fact,  in 
our  mind  (by  way  of  illustration),  that  in  very  many  cases  of  pneumonia, 
the  old  established  antiphlogistic  plan  of  treating  the  disease,  is  not  only 
nnneceasary,  but  harmful.  Yet,  the  physician  who  should  acquire  hik 
therapeutical  knowledge  from  our  author,  would,  almost  certainly,  makd 
his  patient  acquainted  with  the  effects  of  the  lancet,  cups,  mercury,  anti- 
mony, and  vesication,  should  he  have  to  treat  an  ordinary  case  of  pul- 
monary inflammation.  What  is  here  stated  with  regard  to  pneumonia, 
is  true  of  many  other  diseases,  generally  deemed  of  a  nature  to  compro« 
mise  life,  unless  actively  assaulted  with  the  antiphlogistic  armamentarium. 
This  is  not  the  truth ;  and  it  is  this  traditional  error  which  has  done  so 
much  to  retard  the  progress  of  therapeutics,  by  keeping  us  in  ignorance 
of  that  '*  natural  history,"  so  much  desired — so  little  known. 

The  work  before  us  may  be  more  appropriate  for  the  medical  stu- 
dents of  England  than  for  those  of  this  country.  The  chapter  on  remit- 
tent fever  is  very  meager  and  unsatisfactory.  The  American  editor.  Dr. 
Condie,  has  furnished  articles  on  yellow  fever,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis, 
and  cholera  infantum.  The  pathological  anatomy,  being  taken  almost 
altogether  from  the  admirable  manual  of  Jones  and  Sieveking,  is  the 
most  recommendable  part  of  the  volume. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  state  as  our  opinion,  that  the  work  before 
us  was  hardly  called  for,  whilst  the  treatises  of  Watson,  Wood,  and  Sam* 
nel  Henry  Dickson,  were  so  readily  to  be  obtained.  J.  T.  M. 

Observations  on  the  Fevers  of  the  West  Coast  of  Africa^  by  Henry  A. 
Ford,  M.  D.  New  York:  1856.  pp.  48. 
This  essay  first  appeared  in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine  for 
September  last,  and  is  now  published,  with  some  additions  and  an  Ap- 
pendix, by  one  of  our  Missionary  Boards.  Dr.  Ford  is  a  graduate  of 
one  of  our  city  medical  institutiuns,  and  is  now  a  devoted  missionary  at 
Gaboon,  West  Africa,  in  the  employ  of  the  American  Board.  His  essay 
was  prepared  especially  fur  the  benefit  of  missionaries  on  the  African 
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Coast,  and  is  evidently  the  production  of  one  familiar  with  the  anhjeol 
of  which  he  treats,  and  is  well  calculated  to  subserve  the  object  in  view. 
He  enters  fully  into  the  prophylactic  as  well  as  the  curative  management 
of  the  disease,  to  which  so  many  of  the  white  men  fall  victims  on  the 
coast  of  Africa ;  and  has  given,  in  an  appendix,  many  valuable  sugges- 
tions to  persons  visiting  the  coast  of  Afnca,  under  the  head  of  exposure 
to  the  sun,  exercise,  diet,  clothing,  bathing,  dbc,  and  also  as  to  the  means 
of  preventing  an  attack  of  fever. 

Dr.  F.  places  unlimited  confidence  in  quinine,  in  these  fevera,  both  as 
a  preventive  and  curative  means.  He  is  in  the  habit  of  giving  six 
grains  every  hour,  until  its  pecnliar  effects  are  produced,  which  usually 
takes  place  at  the  end  of  three  hours — often  sooner.  After  this  he  gives 
two  or  three  grains  once  in  two  hours,  to  keep  up  its  efiecta  until  the 
expected  paroxysm  has  passed.  He  says  that  he  has  never  seen  a  case 
prove  fatal,  or  even  troublesome  for  any  length  of  time,  that  had  been 
treated  with  decided  doses  of  ouinine.  He  has  seen  very  decided  efiects 
from  it  also,  as  a  preventive  of  an  attack  of  fever.  One  point  of  espe- 
cial interest  insisted  upon  by  our  author  is,  that  '^a  strong  predisposing 
oanse  of  fever,  is  an  attack  of  fever.*'  Hence,  he  says,  *^  an  attack  is  an 
wUiution,  instead  of  a  protection,"  and  hence,  also,  **  the  folly  of  the 
old  idea  that  it  is  better  not  to  interfere  with  the  development  of  a  fever." 
The  malarious  fevers  are  not  Sf^^-Ztrntlin^  diseases,  and  the  best  plan  for 
keeping  clear  of  them  is  not  to  be  attacked  by  them,  and  hence  the  im* 

Krtance  of  preventive  measures.  Under  the  head  of  €au9e8  of  fever, 
\  F.  remarks,  *Uhe  prodigious  production  of  fungi  in  various  localities 
on  this  coast,  as  dewribed  in  books^  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  A^re." 
We  think  the  publication  of  Dr.  F.'s  essay  in  its  present  form,  with 
the  additions,  well  calculated  for  those  for  whom  it  is  now  especially  in* 
tended,  and  also  valuable  for  the  information  it  affords  respecting  the 
class  of  fevers  of  which  it  treats. 

An  Analytical  Compendium  of  the  Various  Sranches  of  Medical  Sei- 
ence :  for  the  use  and  examination  of  students.  By  John  Nbill, 
M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Fellow  o(  the  College 
of  Physic,  (fee,  and  Francis  Gurnet  Smith,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  St. 
Joseph *B  Hospital,  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physic,  dec  A  new 
edition,  revised  and  improved.  With  three  hundred  and  seventy-five 
illustrations.    Philadelphia  :  Blanchard  &  Lea.     1856.    pp.  974. 

The  speedy  sale  of  two  large  editions  of  this  work  affords  good 
proof  of  the  favor  with  which  it  has  been  received,  and  of  the  success 
with  which  the  authors  have  met  in  the  execution  of  the  plan  which 
they  have  proposed  for  themselves.  Though  brief  in  the  space  devoted 
to  mdividual  subjects,  as  a  work  of  this  size  must  necessarily  be,  which 
embraces  the  whole  range  of  anatomy,  physiology,  surgery,  obstetrics, 
chemistry,  materia  medica,  and  therapeutics,  and  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, the  authors  have  succeeded,  by  means  of  judicious  selection  of 
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topics  and  arrangement  of  matter,  in  prodacing  a  work  which  is  useful, 
not  only  for  the  examination  of  student!*,  for  which  purpose  it  is  more 
particularly  intended,  but  for  reference  by  the  practitioner.  The  authors 
haye  increased  the  value  of  the  present  edition  by  embodying  in  it  such 
discoveries  and  improvements  as  have  been  made  since  the  last  was  pub- 
lished, and  such  alterations  as  their  experience  in  its  use  has  suggested. 
The  illustrations  are  numerous  aiM  well  executed,  and  the  work  fully 
deserves  the  reputation  which  it  has  gained  for  itself. 

The  Principles  of  Surgery.  By  Jambs  Millbr,  F.  R.  S.  R,  F.  R.  C. 
S.  £.,  author  of  a  treatise  on  the  Practice  of  Surgery ;  surgeon  in 
ordinary  to  the  Queen  for  Scotland,  Ac,  Ac,  Fourth  American, 
from  the  third  and  revised  English  edition.  Illustrated  by  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  engravings  on  wood.  Philadelphia :  Blanchard  A 
Lea.     1856.    pp.  696. 

The  work  of  Mr.  Miller  is  too  well  and  too  favorably  known  among 
us,  as  one  of  our  best  text-books,  to  render  any  farther  notice  of  it  neces- 
sary than  the  announcement  of  a  new  edition,  ihe  fourth  in  our  country, 
a  proof  of  its  extensive  circulation  among  us.  As  a  concise  and  reliable 
exposition  of  the  science  of  modern  surgery,  it  stands  deservedly  high — 
we  know  not  its  superior.  The  last  American  edition  of  it  was  edited 
by  Dr.  Sargent,  of  Philadelphia;  but  owing  to  his  absence  in  Europe, 
the  present  volume  is  printed  without  his  editorial  supervision,  the  author 
himself  having  embodied  in  his  text  such  of  Dr.  S*s  notes  as  he  thought 
advisable ;  and  it  is  therefore  an  exact  transcript  of  the  author's  last 
and  revised  edition.  The  work  is  abundantly  illustrated  with  well  exe- 
cuted woodcuts,  and  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  library  of  every 
anrgeon. 

The  AeHon  of  Medicines  in  the  System ;  or  ^  On  the  mode  in  which 
therapeutic  agents  introduced  into  the  stomach  produce  their 
peculiar  effects  on  the  animal  economy."  Bein^  the  prize  essay  to 
which  the  Medical  Society  of  London  awarded  the  Fothergillian 
gold  medal  for  MDOCCLH.  By  Frederick  William  Headland, 
M.B.,  B.  A.,  F.  L.  S.,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  Ac.  Second  American,  from  the 
second  revised  and  enlarged  London  edition.  Philadelphia: 
Lindsay  A  Blakiston,  1856,  pp.  408. 

In  our  notice  of  the  first  edition  of  this  work,  less  than  three  years 
ago,  we  gave  a  brief  abstract  of  its  contents,  and  expressed  a  high 
opinion  of  its  merits,  an  opinion  which  has  been  verified  by  the  favor 
with  which  it  has  been  received  by  the  profession,  as  shown  by  the 
call  for  a  new  edition.  The  author  has  improved  the  opportunity 
afforded  for  incorporating  in  this  edition  such  additions  as  were  ren- 
dered necessary  by  the  progress  of  this  branch  of  science,  and  has 
also  made  other  changes  without  materially  increasing  the  bulk  of  the 
volume.  He  has  also  profited  by  the  perusal  of  various  reviews  of  his. 
24 
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work  m  EngliBh  and  American  periodicals ;  and  his  treatise  maj  be 
safely  recommended  as  presenting  a  scientific  and  comprehensive  view 
of  the  subject  of  which  it  treats,  and  one  which  may  be  consulted 
with  both  mterest  and  profit 

BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

Physical  E^pkration  and  Diagnosis  ef  Diseases  affecting  the  Resmratofy 
Organs. — By  Austia  Flint,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Theory  and  Pract  of  Med.  in 
Univer.  of  Louisville,  &c.  du;.  Philadelphia :  Blaochard  Sl  Lea.  1866.  Pp. 
636. 

Manual  of  Chemical  Physiology. — From  the  German  of  Prof.  C.  G.  Leh- 
man, M.  D.  Translated,  with  notes  and  additions  by  J.  C.  Morris,  M.  D.,  with 
a  Introductory  Essay  on  Vital  Force,  by  Samuel  Jackson,  BL  D.,  Prof.  Inst 
Med.  in  Univer.,  Peon.,  &c.  Illustrated  with  forty  wood-cuts.  Philsdelphia: 
Blanchaid  dt  Lea.     1856.    Pp.331. 

On  some  Diseases  of  Women  admitting  of  Surgical  Treatment — By 
Isaac  Baker  Brown,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  Surg^.  Aoconch.  to  St  Mary*8  Hosp.,  du^,  die 
Illustrated  by  twenty-five  wood  engravings.  Philadelphia  :  Blanchard  dt  Les, 
1866.    Pp.276. 

The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Survery. — ^By  T. 
Wharton  Jones,  F.  R,  S.,  Prof,  of  Ophth.  M^d.  and  Surg,  in  Univer.  ColL, 
London,  Sic.  With  one  hundred  and  ten  illustrations.  Second  American 
edition,  with  additions,  firom  the  second  and  revised  London  edition,  Phila- 
delphia: Blanchard  &  Les.     1866.    Pp.  600. 

A  Practical  Hand-book  of  Medical  Chemistry.-^By  John  E.  Bowmin, 
F.  C.  S.,  Prof,  of  Pract  Chem.  in  King's  Coll.,  London.  Second  American, 
from  the  third  and  revised  London  Mition.  With  illtistrations.  Philadel- 
phia :  Blanchard  d&  Lea.     1866.    Pp.  987. 

The  Ha^*  Yearly  Abstract  ef  the  Medical  Seienees:  being  a  prseticsl  md 
analytical  digest  of  the  contents  of  the  principal  British,  American,  and  Con- 
tinental medical  works,  published  during  the  precediog  six  months;  together 
with  a  series  of  critieal  reports  on  the  progress  of  medicine  and  the  eollatenl 
■cienees  during  the  same  period.  Editea  by  W.  H.  lUiixni,  M.  D.,  d&  C.  E 
Radcliffe,  M.  D.,  No.  23,  July  to  December,  1866.  Philadelphia:  lindsay 
dL  Blakiston.    1866.    Pp.  269. 

Case  of  Eythema  TuherctHatum  et  (Edematosunu  By  Silas  Durkee, 
M.  D.,  from  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal  of  April  10, 1866.  Boston, 
Pp.  16. 
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DoMSSTic.  New  York  Hospital — ^Dr.  J.  C.  Cheesman  has  resigned  his 
situation  as  surgeon  of  this  institution,  after  having  served  it  faithfully  for  the 
long  period  of  thirty-six  years.  Several  candidates  for  the  vacancy  are 
namecL 

We  see  by  the  aonnal  report  of  this  eharity,  that  3,013  patients  received 
its  benefits  during  the  year  ending  31st  December  last ;  2,763  of  whom  weie 
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admitted  dariDg  the  year,  aod  260  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  previons  year. 
Of  this  number*  290  died,  incladiDg  123  eases  of  sudden  death  from  aceiaents 
of  different  kinds  upon  which  coroner's  inqnests  were  held ;  which,  befog 
deducted,  leaves  the  number  of  deaths  167.  Of  the  whole  number  under 
actual  treatment  during  the  year,  therefore,  a  little  less  than  5.77  per  cent. 
died ;  or  taking  the  ratio  of  mortality  upon  all  discharged  (as  is  done  in  some 
statistics  of  this  nature),  a  little  above  6.26  died.  Of  the  cases  under  hosni- 
tal  treatment  in  1855,  1,789  were  surgical,  and  1,224  medical,  being  about  tne 
proportion  of  17.9  to  12.25,  or  nearly  one-third  less  medical  than  surgical 
cases.    In  1854,  the  proportion  was  as  19.75  to  17. 

Bloomingdak  i4  «y/um.— The  total  number  of  patients  in  this  institution 
during  the  year  1855  was  234,  of  which  number  127  were  in  the  Asylum  at 
the  b^i^inning  of  the  year,  and  107  admitted  uo  to  Jan  1, 1866.  Of  this  num- 
ber,  52  were  discharged  recovered,  13  improved,  23  not  improved,  and  10  died, 
leaving  at  the  beginning  of  the  vear  127  on  hand.  Five  patients  died  within 
a  week  after  arrival,  and  two  others  within  twenty  days.  The  results  of  the 
Aaylum  show  the  great  importance  of  early  treatment  in  cases  of  insanity. 
Tlie  proportion  of  the  recoveries  to  the  number  of  patients  admitted,  is  48.50 
per  cent!,  a  proportion  which  is  the  same  on  all  discharges,  including  the 
deaths. 

New  York  Eye  Infirmary, — The  inauguration  of  the  new  and  very  com- 
modious, as  well  as  tasteful  edifioe,  recently  erected  by  this  noble  institution  in 
Second  avenue,  on  the  comer  of  Thirteenth  street,  took  place  on  the  25th 
inst,  on  which  occasion  an  interesting  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Delafield, 
one  of  its  original  founders  thirty-six  years  ago,  in  which  he  described  its  pro- 
gress and  struggles  from  its  first  opening  to  the  present  time,  and  also  gave  a 
sketch  of  the  history  and  progress  of  ophthalmic  surgery.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  patients  since  its  first  opening  exceeds  fifty  thousand.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Bethune  followed  with  an  eloquent  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  objects  of  thtf 
charity,  and  a  handsome  tribute  to  the  good  which  it  has  accomplished.  The 
building  is  large,  and  the  rooms  spacious  and  well  finished.  One  large  ward 
extends  through  the  whole  depth  of  the  buildiog,  and  there  are  several 
smaller  ones,  with  all  the  modem  conveniences  and  appendages.  Not  the 
least  of  the  benefits  conferred  on  mankind  by  this  charity  is  the  diffusion  of 
correct  knowledge  of  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear,  which  it  has  been  instra- 
mental  in  accomplishing  through  those  who  have  visited  it  for  instraction  from 
time  to  time,  and  are  now  diffosing  the  benefits  of  their  acqaisltion  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country.    We  wish  it  all  the  prosperity  which  it  deserves. 

SL  VincenCs  HotniloL — ^This  hospital,  which  is  under  the  charge  of  the 
Sisters  of  Charity,  nas  just  been  removed  from  Thirteenth  street,  to  the 
building  in  Eleventh  street  lately  occupied  as  an  Orphan  Asylum,  in  which  ex- 
tensive alterations  and  improvements  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  more  complete  accommodations  than  it  formerly  offered. 

The  number  of  patients  received  into  this  institution  from  its  foundation 
in  November,  1849,  to  1st  of  April,  1856,  a  period  of  six  years  and  a  half,  was 
8,815,  of  which  number  465  died,  the  largest  portion  of  them  from  consump- 
tion and  typhus  fever.  Tlie  number  admitted  during  the  year  ending  Jan.  1, 
1856,  was  490.  Of  this  number,  355  were  discharged  cured ;  23  left  unim- 
proved ;  42  improved,  and  70  died ;  23  of  the  deaths  having  been  from  cot* 
sumption,  and  25  from  typhus  fever.  The  fact  that  patients  are  received  inte 
this  nospital  at  all  stages  of  disease  renders  the  mortality  proportionally  large; 

Portrait  of  Dr.  James  R,  Wood, — We  are  pleased  to  acknowledge; 
receipt  of  a  faithful  and  well  executed  lithograph  of  our  worthy  friend  l}r.  J. 
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R.  Wood,  ODB  of  our  most  devoted  as  well  as  saccessfnl  practitionen,  now 
ODe  of  the  surgeons  of  Bellevae  Hospital,  jfot  np  by  his  fonner  and  present 
stadents,  of  whom  he  now  nnmbers  aooat  mty  in  different  parts  of  the  conn- 
try.  The  correspondeoee  connected  with  the  asking  and  granting  the  favor  of 
a  sitting  for  this  purpose  (which  our  limits  prevents  us  from  inserting),  is 
creditable  to  both  parties. 

W&kly  Mortality.  City,  For  the  toeek  ending  March  29,  1866,  421:— 
Consumption,  68;  apoplexy,  4;  pneumonia,  36;  croup,  8;  scarlet  fever,  31 ; 
measles,  2;  erysipelas,  6;'whoopiog  couffh,  8;  small -pox,  6;  typhus  fever 
(includioff  **  typhoid  "),  1 1 .  For  the  week  ending  April  6th,  416  :--Coosumptiont 
50;  apoplexy,  7;  pneumonia,  21  ;  croup,  13;  scarlet  fever,  89;  measles,  6; 
erysipelas,  2;  whooping  cough,  1;  small-pox,  13;  varioloid,  1 ;  typhus  fever 
(including  **  typhoid  **),  16.  For  the  week  ending  April  Vlth^  433 : — Consump- 
tion, 61 ;  apoplexy,  9 ;  **■  disease  of  the  heart,**  13 ;  bronchitis,  4 ;  pneumonia, 
27;  croap,  14;  scarlet  fever,  41 ;  measles,  6 :  whoooing  cough,  3;  erysipelas, 
4;  small-pox,  7;  varioloid,  1;  typhus  fever  (incluoing  ^typhoid"),  9.  For 
the  week  ending  April  I9thy  387  :---Consumption,  48 ;  apoplexy,  4;  bronchitis, 
7;  pneumonia,  20;  croup,  14;  scarlet  fever,  36;  measles,  2;  whooping 
cough,  6 ;  erysipelas,  2 ;  small-pox,  10 ;  typhus  fever  (including  **  typhoid  "),  6. 
For  the  week  ending  April  26/&,  372  :---Consumption,  62 ;  apoplexy,  4 ;  bron- 
chitis, 6 ;  pneumonia,  20 ;  croup,  9 ;  scarlet  fever,  80 ;  measles,  6 ;  small  pox, 
14;  typhus  fever  (includkg  **  typhoid  "},  12. 


Weekly  Compariwn  of  the  Weather  and  Deaths  in  the  dty^  continued  from  the 
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Died,  In  this  city,  April  10th,  suddenly,  Dr.  J.  Halstbd,  in  the  40th  year 
of  his  age.— April  17,  after  a  short  illness,  Dr.  Feidbbick  W.  Jbrkus,  in  the 
60th  year  of  his  age. 
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dDrigttml  CatmimttiratianB. 

Caae  of  Tracheotomy  in  Membranous  Croup — Recovery — With  Re- 
marks.  By  J.  M.  Minor,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  Brooklyn  City  Hoe- 
pital. 

C.  H.,  aged  six  years,  a  very  robust  boy,  of  healthy  parents,  waa 
attacked  with  roseola  on  Saturday,  December  2, 1864.  On  the  Monday 
eYening  following  (4th),  symptoms  of  croup  manifested  themselves,  and 
were  appropriately  and  vigorously  treated  by  Dr.  M^Clellan,  his  attending 
physician,  both  generally  and  by  local  applications  externally  to  the 
throat,  and  a  solution  of  nit.  argent.,  of  the  strength  of  40  grs.  to  ^  j.,  to 
the  larynx,  without,  however,  affording  the  slightest  apparent  relief. 
During  the  day  there  was  always  a  remission,  and  he  played  about  his 
room  as  usual,  though  at  no  time  free  from  a  diy,  husky  respiration  and 
aphonia.    There  were  no  acute  symptoms  at  any  time. 

Dr.  James  Crane  was  called  in  consultation  on  the  7th,  and  on  Fri- 
day (8th),  at  2  P.  M.,  I  was  summoned,  it  being  considered  that  surgical 
interference  had  become  necessary.  I  found  him  breathing  with  diffi. 
culty,  respiration  dry  and  stridulous,  countenance  dusky  ;  very  drowsy ; 
pulse,  120  ;  respiratory  murmur  good,  but  with  some  mucous  r&les,  such 
as  might  be  expected  with  so  much  obstruction  to  the  respiration. 

On  the  day  previous  (Thursday),  a  large  patch  of  very  tough,  tena- 
cious membrane  had  been  coughed  up.  Previous  to  this  no  mem-' 
branous  patches  could  be  detected,  nor  were  any  subsequently  seen, 
though  portions  were  occasionally  expectorated.  The  urgency  of  the 
symptoms  not  being  so  great  as  they  had  been,  it  was  determined  to 
continue  for  a  time  the  application  of  the  solution  of  nit.  argent.  (40 
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gn,  to  I  j.)  to  the  larynx,  the  use  of  calomel  intemallj,  and  the  inha- 
lation of  the  vapor  of  hot  water. 

About  10  P.  M.,  I  was  again  summoned.  Symptoms  all  indicated 
an  aggravation  of  the  disease ;  respiration  more  striduloos  and  labored ; 
patient  very  drowsy  ;  countenance  dusky.  Eye,  however,  and  counten- 
ance tolerably  free  from  that  peculiar,  anxious  expression  which  accom- 
panies the  nervous  depression  consequent  upon  a  greater  degree  of  defi- 
ciency in  the  aeration  of  the  blood.  It  was,  therefore,  concluded  that 
the  time  had  arrived  for  tracheotomy,  if  that  surgical  expedient  was  to 
be  resorted  to  at  all ;  and  for  the  following  reasons : — 1st.  He  had  ceased 
to  respond  to  traatment  of  any  kind,  and  must  be  left  to  the  resources 
of  nature,  which  we  thought  were  entirely  inadequate  to  the  emergency. 
2d.  Because  the  chemical  changes  in  the  blood  had  not  yet  proceeded 
so  far,  nor  was  the  nervous  exhaustion  so  great,  as  to  forbid  the  hope 
that  a  full  supply  of  air  would  enable  the  vital  powers  to  repair  the 
damage  already  done  by  the  disease,  and  to  be  done  by  the  knife.  3d. 
Auscultation  showed  a  still  permeable  lung,  with  only  moderate  mucoos 
exudation,  such  as  would  naturally  attend  upon  so  great  an  obstruction 
to  respiration,  without  inflammation  or  a  serious  amount  of  congestion. 
4th.  The  proportion  between  the  respiration  and  circulation  was  still 
nearly  natural,  adding  to  our  comnction  that  there  was  not  yet  euch 
serious  depression  of  the  vital  forces  as  to  cause  us  to  despair  of  a  favor- 
able result,  and  that  the  lung  only  needed  a  supply  of  «r  for  the  imme- 
diate and  proper  performance  of  all  its  functions.  5th.  The  fact  thatfidse 
membrane  had  not  been  observed  in  the  fauces,  led  us  to  suppose  that 
its  formation  had  commenced  from  below  in  the  larynx  or  trachea, 
which  some  have  supposed  to  indicate  almost  certainly  that  it  will  have 
no  tendency  to  progress  towards  the  langs,  which,  if  true,  would  greatly 
enhance  the  prospect  of  the  success  of  the  operation.  I  accordingly 
proceeded,  aboat  11^  P.  M.,  to  operate.  There  were  no  unusual  features 
in  the  operation.  A  small  artery  was  severed,  which  was  controlled  by 
pressure ;  there  was  also  great  difficulty  and  delay,  produced  by  the 
violent  retraction  of  the  trachea  whenever  the  knife  was  applied ;  at 
other  times  it  would  be  so  near  the  surface  that  there  appeared  to  be  no 
difficulty  in  the  easy  performance  of  the  operation.  The  amount  of 
retraction  was  to  a  depth  which  I  should  have  supposed  impossible,  had  I 
not  seen  it  The  trachea  was  finally  reached  and  opened,  and  the  cannla 
inserted.  This  operation  has  been  by  some  surgeons  pronounced  one  of 
little  difficulty  or  risk,  to  either  patient  or  operator.      Such  has  not 
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been  mj  experience.  I  have  operated  several  times,  and  have  seen  it 
performed  by  others,  but  never  without  difficulties  and  dangers.  As  is 
usual,  there  was  immediate  and  striking  relief  respiration  being  per- 
formed with  perfect  ease  as  soon  as  the  canula  was  introduced.  Dover's 
powder  and  nourishment  were  ordered. 

Saturday^  9th,  9  A.  M.— Passed  a  tolerably  comforUble  night ;  pulse 
120 ;  respiration,  32  ;  skin  natural ;  some  violent  fits  of  coughing,  with 
considerable  discharge  of  mucus  through  the  tube.  Directed  the  Dover's 
powder  to  be  repeated,  if  made  necessary  by  any  unusual  restlessness. 
Beef-tea  and  nourishment,  as  much  as  he  desires.  10  P.  M.,  doing  well. 
Temperature  of  room  to  be  kept  at  70®.  The  eanula  appearing  to  be 
much  coated  with  inspi^ated  muous,  I  feared  to  leave  it  in,  lest  it  should 
be  entirely  obstructed  before  morning.  It  was  accordingly  removed, 
and  a  double  canula,  made  according  to  a  modification  of  my  own, 
inserted  in  its  place.  This,  however,  was  not  done  without  some  diffi- 
culty, owing  to  the  larger  size  of  the  substitute,  requiring  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  incision,  causing  hsemorrhage  and  great  dyspnoea  from  the 
flow  of  some  of  the  blood  into  the  trachea.  The  instrument  removed 
was  found  so  clogged  with  mucus  that  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  him  to  have  breathed  through  it  for  more  than  an  hour  or  two 
longer.  The  coating  was  so  exceedingly  dense  and  tenacious  as  to  cause 
very  great  difficulty  in  removing  it,  even  with  warm  water,  sponges, 
wires,  Ac,  Nothing  could  indicate  more  clearly  than  this  obstruction, 
how  exceedingly  difficult,  indeed  almost  impossible,  would  be  the  treat- 
ment of  a  case  with  a  single  canula.  Directed  the  internal  canula  to  be 
removed  and  cleaned,  and  well  oiled  internally  and  externally,  as  often 
as  the  obstruction  made  it  necessary. 

Sunday^  4  A.  M. — ^Was  summoned  in  great  haste ;  found  him  breath- 
ing very  laboriously,  with  a  loud  stridor.  My  directions  as  to  removal, 
cleansing,  and  oiling,  had  been  strictly  followed ;  and  although  the  inner 
canula  was  removed  entirely,  it  afforded  no  relief.  After  repeated  intro- 
ductions of  a  probe,  both  with  and,  without  attached  sponge,  a  plug  of 
excessively  tough,  tenacious,  bloody  mucus  was  thrown  by  a  cough, 
with  violence,  through  the  tube,  after  which  he  breathed  with  perfect 
ease.  4^  P.  M.-— Galled  in  haste  to  remove  a  similar  obstruction,  though 
not  so  tough  as  the  former.  Substituted  lard  for  aweet  oil,  which  from 
its  nature  (a  soft  solid),  would  the  sooner  effectually  prevent  the  depo- 
sition and  tenacity  of  the  mucus.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that 
the  use  of  some  oleaginous  material  both  on  the  inner  and  outer  lur&ce 
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of  the  inner  canula,  is  of  importance,  both  to  prevent  the  aocnmolation 
of  muouB  on  the  inner  surfiace,  and  to  prevent  the  adhe8i<Hi  of  the  can- 
ulaa  to  one  another.  12  P.  M. — Has  been  pretty  comfortable  to  day,  with 
the  exception  of  the  obstractions  mentioned.  Pulse  112;  respirations  28 ; 
countenance  composed  and  cheerful.    Dover's  powder  to  be  continued. 

Monday  (IKA),  0^  A.  M. — Quite  comfortable ;  nourishment  to  be 
given  as  often  as  he  desires  it.  8  P.  M. — rather  restless ;  hands  hot,  though 
not  the  surface  generally.  Supposing  from  the  appearance  of  the  wound, 
the  edges  of  which  were  somewhat  softened  and  swollen,  that  the  symp- 
toms were  caused  by  the  canula,  it  was  determined  to  remove  it,  and 
substitute  retractors  of  silver  wire,  as  recommended  by  some  writen* 
Fearing  that  they  might  not  answer  the  purpose,  I  remained  an  hour  or 
two  with  him,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
re-insert  the  canula,  owing  to  the  accumulation  of  tough,  inspissated 
mucus  about  the  orifice  of  the  trachea  and  track  of  the  wound.  I  think 
I  should  not  be  in  error  in  saying  that  it  is  impossible  to  treat  a  case 
of  tracheotomy  (for  croup),  with  retractors  only,  notwithstanding  the 
high  authority  (that  of  Dr.  Marshall  Q!all,  and  others),  by  which  they 
are  recommended.  The  tendency  of  a  wound  in  the  trachea  to  close 
,  rapidly  is  well  known,  in  addition  to  which,  the  accumulation  of  mucus, 
and  the  impossibility  of  keeping  the  hooked  extremities  of  the  retractor 
under  the  cut  ends  of  the  tracheal  rings,  are  difficulties  which  I  conceive 
to  be  insurmountable.  The  double  canula,  according  to  my  observation, 
is  greatly  superior  to  any  other  means  for  the  purpose ;  and  I  cannot 
understand  how  it  is  possible  to  effect  the  object  in  any  other  manner. 
9  P.  M. — A  little  restless  to-day,  cheeks  flushed ;  Dover's  powders  aa 
usual,  and  to  be  kept  as  quiet  as  possible. 

Tuesday  (12<A),  9|  A.  M. — ^During  the  night,  his  mother  informs 
me,  he  has  been  more  than  usually  restless,  and  that  this  morning  there 
was  some  discharge  from  the  ear,  to  which,  with  slight  febrile  disturb- 
ances, he  has  been  occasionally  subject,  since  an  attack  of  scarlet  fever. 
Skin  hot;  pulse  125 ;  some  tumefaction  and  redness  about  the  wound, 
and  enlargement  of  cervical  glands.    Dover's  powder,  as  usual. 

Wednesday  {ISth)  9  A.  M. — ^Passed  a  tolerable  night.  Lips  of  wound 
continue  swollen,  with  an  un&vorable  looking  blush  on  surrounding  skin. 
Wound  to  be  kept  moistened  with  oil  or  lard,  and  air  excluded  as  much 
as  possible.  9  P.  M.— Blush  around  wound  looks  somewhat  erysipelar 
tons;  pulse  feeble,  alvine  evacuations  rather  whitish.  To  have  two 
grams  of  calomel ;  also  quinine,  grain  j.  every  4  hours. 
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Thttr$duy  (14/^),  9  A.M. — More  comfortable  in  all  respects  than  he 
lias  yet  been.  Desiring  that  the  larynx  should  resume  its  function  as 
-soon  as  possible,  I  removed  the  inner  eanula,  and  fitted  a  soft  cork  in 
the  external  opening  of  the  outer  eanula,  by  which  the  whole  current  of 
4ur  might  be  forced  through  the  larynx.  The  use  of  the  cork  is  of  prime 
importance,  not  only  to  ascertain  when  the  larynx  is  sufBciently  penrious 
:A>r  respiration,  but  also  to  cause  the  current  of  air  to  pass  through  it  as 
long  as  possible  at  a  time,  to  fit  it  as  early  as  possible  for  the  resumption 
•of  its  function.  The  respiration,  with  this  arrangement,  appeared  to  be 
perfect,  except  that  a  small  portion  of  air  escaped  with  a  hissing  sound 
through  the  wound*  Having  allowed  the  cork  to  remain  in  for  some 
time,  during  which  he  continued  to  breathe  easily,  I  removed  the  tube 
entirely,  being  anxious  to  get  rid  of  it  at  the  earliest  possible  moment, 
under  the  belief  that  a  foreign  body  in  such  a  situation  could  not  be 
otherwise  than  mischievous,  after  the  necessity  for  its  presence  had 
ceased;  and  also  under  the  suspicion  that  it  had  been  instrumental  in 
producing  the  irritation  above  mentioned.  It  was  not  done,  however, 
without  some  misgivings,  as  I  could  not  tell  how  much  air  passed 
through  the  wound,  and  therefore  could  not  be  sure  of  the  capacity  of 
the  larynx,  to  receive  and  deliver  sufficient  air  for  the  purpose  of  respira- 
tion. 6  P.  M. — Some  dyspnoea.  As  the  opening  has  become  narrowed, 
I  find  the  air  forced  through  the  mucus  and  pus  in  the  wound  with 
considerable  force,  producing  a  hissing  and  gurgling  sound,  which  leads 
me  to  believe  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  him  to  respire  through  the 
larynx,  when  the  wound  is  closed.    The  eanula  was  therefore  reinserted. 

i^rt(fay,  15th,  9  A.  M.— 'Find  him  quite  comfortable,  no  ill  effects 
having  resulted  from  removal  and  reintroduction  of  eanula,  as  I  feared 
there  would  be.  9.  P.  Mw — A  larger  volume  of  air  seems  to  pass 
through  the  larynx  when  the  cork  is  inserted,  and  less  through  the 
wound.  Canula  remained  corked  to-day  for  several  hours,  except 
towards  the  last,  when  it  began  to  give  him  some  inconvenience. 

Saturday y  1 6th,  9^  A.  M. — (Continue  quinine  as  heretofore. 
6  P.  M.— Quite  comfortable  to-day.  Cork  has  been  in  for  some  hours, 
during  which  he  talked,  whistled,  and  blew  his  toy  trumpet 

Sunday,  If  th,  10  A.  M.— Doing  well.  Cork  to  be  kept  in  as  long 
as  it  gives  him  no  uneasiness.  No  air  passes  through  the  wound  except 
when  he  coughs.  8  P.  M. — Cork  in  all  day.  Talks  and  whistles  with 
tolerable  ease.  Respiration,  however,  somewhat  noisy,  both  when  asleep 
and  awake,  which,  together  with  some  puffiness  about  the  lips  and  upper 
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palpebns,  detenniDed  me  to  remoye  the  cork  for  the  night,  belieiiDg 
from  tbeee  indications,  that  the  larynx  was  not  yet  sofSciently  relieved 
from  obBtmction  to  admit  enough  air  for  perfect  respiration. 

Monday^  18th,  9  A.  M. — ^Introduction  of  cork  this  morning  canses  a 
fttridulous  respiration.  9  P.Bf. — Comfortable  all  day ;  the  cork  has  not 
been  introdnced  since  morning. 

Tuemiay^  19th,  10  A.  M. — Introdaction  of  oork  causes  stridnlous 
respiration ;  and  being  under  the  impression  that  this  is  caused  by  the 
irritation  of  the  canula,  I  remored  it  by  way  of  experiment  Called  at 
3  P.  M^  and  found  him  sitting  up,  but  with  respiration  somewhat  noi^. 
Ordered  him  to  bed,  and  left  the  house  with  some  anxiety  for  the  result 
of  Hke  experiment  4^  P.  M. — Was  called  in  great  haste.  Found  him 
oomparatirely  quiet,  but  was  informed  that  his  breathing  during  sleep 
had  been  rery  laborious,  and  that  he  atroke  with  a  loud,  croupy  respira- 
tion ;  lips  lirid ;  respiration  noisy.  Had  some  difficulty  in  introducbg 
canula,  the  wound  having  contracted  rapidly.  Its  introduction  produced 
immediate  relief. 

WednMdey,  30th,  9  P.  M. — Has  been  perfectly  comfortable  to-day. 

Thursdaf^  21st. — ^Improvement  in  respiration  while  the  cork  is  in, 
is  very  slow.  Directed  to  have  him  inhale  vapor  of  hot  infusion  of 
catnip. 

Friday,  82d. — ^Doing  well.  To  inhale  a  few  drops  of  ol.  terebinth,  on 
hot  water,  in  place  of  infus.  of  catnip. 

Satwrday,  tSi. — Improvement  quite  perceptible;  voice  much  more 
smooth  than  it  has  been. 

Sunday,  24th. — Somewhat  rastlesB  through  the  nighty  with  symp- 
toms similar  to  those  of  the  11th.  Volume  of  air  passing  through 
larynx  greater  than  it  has  been.  Cork  to  be  kept  in  constantly,  if  it 
does  not  produce  too  much  uneasiness. 

Monday,  26th. — Another  restless  night,  but  no  unfavorable  symp- 
toms about  larynx  or  wound.    Cork  to  be  kept  in  constantly,  if  possible. 

Tktesday,  26th. — Passed  a  comfortable  night,  cork  remaining  in 
since  my  last  visit,  breathing  in  the  meanwhile  with  comfort  through 
larynx.    Removed  the  canula  and  brought  lips  <^  wound  together. 

Wednuday,  27th. — Has  breathed  with  perfect  ease  since  last  visit; 
lips  of  around  in  contact ;  whole  column  of  air  passing  tiirough  larynx. 

Tkur9dayy  2Sth. — Only  external  wound  remaining. 

I  have  purposely  gone  more  into  detail  in  this  instanee  than  I  should 
have  deemed  expedient  or  proper,  had  I  not  considered  it  important  to 
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present  the  Bucceafiive  stages  of  the  treatment  subsequent  to  the  operation, 
and  the  numerous  attendant  difficulties,  in  their  regular  sequence.  If 
the  more  salient  points  alone  were  given,  it  would  afford  but  a  faint 
idea  of  the  numerous  difficulties  to  be  encountered,  and  the  means  of 
overcoming  them.  The  success  of  the  operation,  indeed,  depends,  to  a 
very  great  degree,  upon  attention  to  the  apparently  small  details  ot 
management  subsequent  to  the  (^ration. 

Bemarka. — ^A  few  remarks  upon  some  of  the  details  of  treatment 
pursued  in  this  case  may  not  be  inappropriate.     First,  the  sise  of  the 
canula  should  be  regulated  by  the  age  and  size  of  the  child.    An  ample 
supply  of  air  must  of  course  be  furnished ;  at  the  same  time  it  is  very 
desirable  that  the  parts  should  be  distended  no  more  than  is  absolutely 
necessary.    The  discretion  of  the  surgeon  must  necessarily  guide  him 
in  the  selection.    2d.  A  variety  of  forms  have  been  used,  but  they  are 
generally  very  ill  adapted  to  the  purpose.    Mr.  Tiemann  has  them  now 
of  a  form  which  answers  well.    Sd.  The  distance  of  the  fenestra  from* 
the  external  opening  should  correspond  with  the  thickness  of  the  tissues- 
between  the  surface  of  the  skin  and  the  trachea,  and  should  be  made  to 
suit  each  case.    A  failure  in  the  proper  correspondence  between  them 
and  the  laryni,  it  will  be  seen  at  once,  would  most  materially  interfere 
with  the  free  passage  of  air,  and  consequently  with  the  success  of  the 
treatment    4.  There  should  always  be  corresponding  fenestra  in  the 
two  canulas ;  this  modification  (double  fenestrum)  is,  I  believe,  original 
with  myself.    It  was  first  suggested  to  me  in  the  treatment  of  a  success- 
ful case,  which  I  reported  in  the  New  York  Medical  Tifius  for  May, 
1854.    I  there  observed  that  as  the  tumefiiction  began  to  subside,  and 
the  tenacious  mucus  to  be  removed  from  the  larynx,  the  current  of  air 
began  to  pass  via  the  fenestrum  and  larynx;  and,  finally,  when  all 
obstruction  was  removed,  nearly  the  entire  current  so  passed,  notwith- 
standing that  the  external  opening  of  the  canula  was  unobstructed.    I 
drew  the  inference  that  if  there  was  such  readiness  in  the  air  to  pass 
through  the  larynx,  we  should  a£ford  it  the  earliest  opportunity  possible 
of  doing  so.    If  the  inner  canula  has  no  fenestrum,  as  is  usually  the 
case,  the  larynx  lies  entirely  idle  when  it  would  otherwise  be  in  partial 
operation,  and  daily  increasing  in  capacity,  even  when  the  external 
opening  in  the  canula  is  not  closed.    I  conceive  this  early  return  of  the 
air  through  the  larynx  to  be  important,  from  the  fact  that  .all  organs  are 
liable  to  abnormal  changes  when  they  cease  to  perform  their  peculiar 
functions,  which  unfit  them  to  a  considerable  extent  for  a  resumption  of 
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them  when  it  becomes  BecesBarj ;  and  it  would  be  fair  to  ooDcIude 
that  one  which  is  destined  to  ceaseless  action  from  the  cradle  to  the 
grave,  would  be  peculiarly  liable  to  such  changes.  Indeed,  the  fsilare 
of  the  larynx  to  resume  its  offices  after  the  removal  of  the  canula,  hsi 
often  occurred ;  and  I  am  aware  of  two  cases  in  this  city,  in  which  I 
think  this  failure  may  be  attributed  to  the  absence  of  the  fenestram  io 
the  inner  canula.  5th.  Following  out  the  principle  of  Csvoring  an  early 
return  of  the  air  per  vias  naturales,  I  used  the  cork,  and  found  it  of  very 
great  service.  Dr.  Hutchison,  who  used  it  at  my  suggestion  in  his  sue- 
^cessful  case  reported  in  the  New  York  Medical  Timee  for  Feb.  1856, 
expressed  much  satisfaction  with  it.  6.  The  time  for  removal  of  the 
'Canula  is  a  matter  of  some  difficulty,  as  will  be  perceived  by  the  repeated 
Attempts  made  before  the  final  and  successful  one.  I  know  of  no  guide 
l>etter  than  the  cork,  which  should  be  retained  a  good  many  houn 
before  removal,  after  which,  if  no  air  passes  through  the  wound  by  the 
side  of  the  canula,  the  attempt  may  be  made. 

The  success  of  this  case  and  of  others  which  have  come  under  my 
observation,  and  a  fair  number  reported  in  the  journals,  strengthens  me 
in  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  paper  before  refert^d  to,  published  in 
the  No.  of  this  Journal,  for  May,  1854. 


Oaee  of  Scirrhus  of  the  Cervix  Uteri^  cured  by  the  application  of  Actual 
Cautery.    By  Charles  A.  Budd,  M.  D. 

JBditor  New  York  Medical  Ttmee. 

Sir: — The  great  interest  and  happy  termination  of  the  following 
case,  as  well  as  the  extraordinary  result,  demonstrating  the  curability  of 
a  disease  heretofore  considered  as  beyond  the  reach  of  human  agency, 
have  induced  me  to  lay  a  record  of  it  before  the  profession,  through  the 
colurouR  of  your  journal.  The  great  allowance  with  which  Jobert*8 
assertion  of  having  cured  similar  cases  by  similar  means,  was  received, 
almost  deterred  me  from  making  a  report  of  the  present  case;  but  the 
permission  of  the  gentleman  under  whose  more  immediate  surveillsnce 
it  was,  having  been  obtained,  and  being  convinced  of  the  vast  importsoce 
of  acquainting  the  profession  with  the  result  of  a  treatment  having  M> 
many  theoretical  opponents,  *'  I  will  a  round  unvarnished  tale  unfold, 
premising  with  the  remark  that,  although  I  should  expect  some  increda- 
lity  to  have  been  manifested  had  the  case  occurred  in  private  practice. 
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still  its  public  nature,  both  as  regards  diagnosis  and  treatment,  should  be 
stifficient  to  warrant  its  acceptance. 

At  the  Obstetric  Glinique  of  the  New  York  Medical  College,  on 
Tuesday  morning,  September  26th,  1854,  Mrs.  Carley  presented  herself, 
giving  the  following  history : — Married ;  aged  40  years ;  the  mother  of 
ten  children,  the  youngest  of  which  is  two  and  a  half  years  old;  com- 
plains of  great  depression  of  spirits,  a  poor  appetite,  commencing  emacia- 
tion, a  constant  dragging  sensation  in  the  sacro-lumbar  and  supra-pubic 
regions,  some  difficulty  of  micturition,  frequent  severe  lancinating  pains 
through  the  pelvis,  some  leucorrhoea  of  a  fetid  odor,  constipated  bowels, 
and  a  feeling  of  heaviness  throughout  the  whole  hypogastrium.  This 
condition  had  been  developing  itself  a  year  and  a  half.  The  probability 
of  finding  malignant  disease  was  hinted  at  prior  to  making  a  digital  ex- 
amination ;  which  being  instituted,  the  following  condition  of  things  was 
ascertained  to  exist  The  uterus  was  low  down  in  the  pelvic  cavity ;  its 
cervix  enormously  enlarged,  measuring  three  inches  in  diameter,  causing 
no  pain  when  pressed  upon,  and  presenting  a  deposition  imparting  such 
a  peculiar,  indurated  and  nodulated  sensation,  that  Professor  Barker  at 
once  unhesitatingly  pronounced  the  disease  to  be  scirrhus  of  the  neck  of 
the  womb.  This  diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  several  medical  gentlemen 
present,  and  subsequently  by  Professor  Peaslee,  who  coincided  in  this 
opinion.  Upon  introducing  the  speculum,  it  was  necessary  to  exhibit 
sections  of  the  cervix  at  a  time,  it  being  by  far  too  much  hypertrophied 
to  enter  the  field  of  the  instrument ;  and  in  every  visible  point,  it  pre- 
sented that  peculiar,  pearly,  striated  appearance  which  does  not  exist  in 
any  other  pathological  condition  of  the  cervix  that  I  am  aware  of,  and 
which  is  considered  by  many  as  pathognomonic  of  scirrhus. 

The  treatment  was  commenced  the  subsequent  week,  and  consisted  of 
attention  to  the  general  health,  regulating  the  bowels,  digestion,  ^c, 
and  the  application  at  two  or  three  different  points,  of  the  actual  cautery 
raised  to  a  white  heat.  The  effect  of  this  was  to  cause  the  formation  of 
eschars  wherever  it  was  applied,  which,  being  thrown  off,  were  replaced 
by  healthy  granulations.  These  applications  were  made  about  every 
two  weeks  for  six  months ;  and  it  was  really  surprising  to  notice  the 
steady  improvement  which  followed,  both  in  the  general  health  and  loca] 
disease.  The  woman's  countenance  lost  the  peculiar  cachectic  appear- 
ance which  it  had  at  first  presented ;  her  appetite  returned,  her  spirits 
became  lighter,  and  the  cervix  diminished  rapidly  in  size,  losing  its  indu- 
ration ;  after  the  application  of  the  cautery  for  about  a  doaen  times,  the 
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cervix  bad  regained  iU  normal  sise  and  condition,  except  that  there  was  a 
slight  degree  of  engorgement  left  The  case  was  then  put  under  my  care 
for  the  application  of  the  tinct  of  iodine,  which  I  applied  twice  a  week, 
apparently  with  the  effect  of  curiDg  her.  She  subaequently  became 
pregnant  with  her  eleventh  child,  and  was  confined  some  four  or  five 
months  ago  with  a  child  at  full  time,  after  a  very  rapid  and  easy  ac- 
coBchement>  and  presented  herself  at  the  college  on  the  morning  of  April 
8th,  enjoying  perfect  health.  The  case  was  examined  before  the  class ; 
and  the  uterus  was,  to  all  appearances,  per/eetly  healthy, 

CHARLES  A.  BUDD,  M.  D. 
Niw  York,  April  18/A,  1856. 
No.  14  Irving  Place. 


Cutlery  for  the  Surgeon.    Bj  J.  P.  Batchxldxb,  M.  D. 

Cutting  instruments  have  two  sorts  of  edges,  the  beveled  and  the 
razor  edge.  In  the  first,  the  blade  is  more  or  less  slanted  from  each 
side,  and  the  angles  meeting  in  the  middle,  form  the  edge.  This  is  tiie 
kind  of  edge  which  the  cutler  gives  to  the  dissecting  knife,  and,  indeed, 
to  most  of  his  cutting  instruments;  but  it  is  not  the  edge  which  is  best 
adapted  to  meet  surgical  purposes  especially  when  nice  dissection  is 
required ;  it  is,  nevertheless,  well  suited  to  knives  employed  in  the  per- 
formance of  large  operations — as  amputations,  drc. 

The  smooth-cutting  edge  is  that  which  most  delights  the  surgeon, 
and  the  knife  which  he  prefers  and  generally  uses  is  thin  at  the  back, 
and  capable  of  receiving  a  delicate  edge,  to  achieve  which  in  the  true 
artisan  style  requires  more  adroitness  and  skill  than  most  surgeons  pos- 
sess. The  di£Sculty  is,  however,  readily  overcome  by  substituting  for  the 
hone,  the  strop  covered  with  a  dressing  prepared  and  applied  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner : — Put  a  few  ounces  of  refined  emery  into  a  quart  decan- 
ter, two-thirds  full  of  water,  agitate  and  let  stand  a  minute  or  two,  then 
pour  off  the  fluid  into  another  vessel,  a  wash-hand  bowl  for  instants,  and 
repeat  the  process  until  the  water  comes  off  nearly  or  quite  clear.  The 
finer  portion  of  the  emery,  thus  separated  from  the  coarser,  soon  sub- 
sides^ when  the  supernatant  liquid  should  be  decanted,  and  the  emery  in 
the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  when  dry,  gathered  up,  put  into  a  phial  and 
labeled — ^Fino-wasfaed  Smery ;  and  the  residuum  in  the  decanter  poured 
out  into  a  platter,  and  when  dry,  put  into  another  phial  and  labeled — 
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CoatBe-washed  Emery ;  which  will  make  an  ezceUent  dresaiog  for  the 
strop  on  which  the  edge  of  an  instrument,  particularly  that  of  a  large 
knife,  may  be  improved  or  perfected.  The  first,  the  fine-washed  emery, 
is  for  small  instruments^  requiring  a  keen,  smooth  edge — as  the  scalpel, 
cataract  knife,  lancet,  or  razor. 

The  application  of  these  powders  to  the  strop  is  as  follows : — Lay  a 
piece  of  common  tallow  about  the  size  of  a  kernel  of  com,  on  the  part 
of  the  strop  to  be  dressed,  and  work  into  it  with  a  pen-knife,  as  much  of 
the  emery  of  either  kind  as  it  can  be  made  to  contain.  The  tallow,  thua 
satnrated,  should  be  evenly  spread  over  the  surface  of  the  strop ;  when 
it  will  be  fit  for  use.  The  knife  or  instrument  to  be  sharpened,  ^ould 
be  made  to  pass  over  this  surface,  with  a  drawing  motion,  from  heel  to 
point,  or  the  reverse,  according  to  the  views  of  the  operator.  In  order 
to  prevent  rounding  of  the  edge,  the  instrument  should,  for  an  obvioua 
reason,  be  pressed  lightly  upon  the  strop.  A  razor  or  knife  thus  treated 
will  seldom,  if  ever,  require  grinding  or  honing,  especially  if  a  stfx>p 
dressed  with,  the  coarse  powder,  be  occasionally  used.  After  awhile, 
the  strop  becomes  smooth,  and  seems  to  take  no  hold  on  the  instrument. 
Thia  inconvenience  is  easily  obviated  by  scraping  off  the  coating  formed 
by  the  particlea  of  metal  which  have  been  rubbed  from  the  instrumenls, 
or  by  applying  from  time  to  time  a  little  more  emery  in  llie  manner 
directed.  To  the  surgeon  who  is  obliged  to  be  his  own  cutler,  it  is  a 
matter  of  considerable  importance  to  know  how  to  keep  his  knives,  or 
even  his  racor,  in  order. 


^mwiiragjBf  of  $mtM. 


L    NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 

Stated  meeting,  May  7, 1856.  The  President,  Dr.  Willard  Par- 
ker, in  the  chair. 

Hie  CommitUe  on  Admissions  recommended  for  Resident  Fellow- 
ship, Dr.  Henry  Guernsey,  comer  East  Broadway  and  Gouvemeur  street, 
and  Dr.  H.  GK>mez,  203  Bleecker  street,  spraduates  of  College  of  Phys. 
and  Surg.,  New  York,  1849 ;  and  for  Corresponding  Fellowship,  Dr. 
James  YT  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  severally  elected  Resident  Fel- 
lows: Drs.  Thomas  D.  Andrews,  H.  S.  Swift,  F.  U.  Johnston,  Jr.,  and 
Edward  H.  Parker.    The  Academy  then  went  into  a  ballot  upon  the 
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nomination  of  Dr.  Simpson,  when  he  was  nnanimouslj  elected  a  Cor« 
responding  Fellow. 

The  Academy  next  proceeded  to  ballot  upon  the  nomioation  of  Dr.  J. 
Henry  Clark,  oi  Newark,  N.  J.,  candidate  for  Resident  Fellowship. 
Quite  a  long  discussion  ensued,  the  point  at  issue  being  whether  Newark: 
was  in  ^  the  vicinity  of  New  York,''  to  which  locality  the  memben  of 
the  Academy  were  limited  by  their  charter ;  and  4he  question  was  pressed 
whether,  as  the  Academy  was  allowed  certain  delegates  to  the  State 
Medical  Society,  it  was  proper  to  elect  those  from  out  of  the  State  mem- 
bers, and  thereby  make  an  alien  eligible  to  be  sent  to  the  State  Society 
as  a  delegate.  Many  gentlemen  thought  it  was  desirable  to  extend  the 
scientific  and  ethical  benefits  of  the  ABSociation  as  &r  as  practicable. 
The  question  was  finally  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Admissions,  to 
report  upon  the  whole  subject. 

The  Recording  Secretary  presented  his  report,  and  ihe  Committee  on 
Finance  reported  several  bills,  which  were  ordered  to  be  paid.  Dr.  Van 
Pelt,  from  Committee  on  Finance,  remarked  upon  the  inequality  of  the 
charges  made  for  printing  notices  for  the  different  sections,  ^c,  and  also 
in  relation  to  postage  upon  the  same ;  and  the  whole  matter  was  referred 
to  Dr.  Van  P.,  as  Chairman  of  this  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Publication  reported  orally,  and  the  Trustees 
also  made  a  brief  oral  report.  The  report  of  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary was,  by  his  request,  laid  over  until  the  next  meeting.  The  Treas- 
urer presented  his  report,  showing  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $252  99. 
The  lAbrarian  reported,  showing  the  number  of  volumes  received  since 
his  last  report,  the  amounts  received  from  the  sale  of  the  Transactions,  Arc. 

Dr.  Detmold  called  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Transac- 
tions of  the  Academy  are  now  printed  and  distributed,  and  advocated 
the  adoption  of  some  different  plan,  whereby  greater  publicity  could  be 
given  to  them,  at  less  expense  to  the  Academy.  After  debate,  the  mat- 
ter was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication  and  the  Librarian, 
with  instructions  to  confer  with  booksellers,  drc,  and,  if  possible,  devise 
such  a  plan. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Vandervoort,  the  Librarian  was  authorized  to  pre- 
sent a  copy  of  the  publications .  of  the  Academy  to  the  library  of  the 
New  York  Hospital. 

The  Special  Committee  on  a  Building  for  the  Academy  made  a 
report,  setting  forth  the  feasibility,  under  certain  conditions,  of  secur- 
ing a  building,  and  advising  the  formation  of  a  committee  for  that  pur- 
pose. Dr.  Mubbard  offered  a  resolution,  continuing  the  present  Com- 
mittee as  a  permanent  Building  Committee,  and  clothing  them  with 
power.  After  a  long  debate  concemiog  the  propriety  of  conferring  such 
powers  on  the  Committee  as  was  proposed,  and  the  discussion  of  several 
propositions,  it  was  decided  that  uie  present  Special  Committee  on  a 
Building  be  continued,  and  that  they  be  instructed  to  present  to  the 
Academy  a  plan  for  the  constitution  of  such  a  committee  as  they  have 
Biigg^teid,  setting  forth  what  power  it  would  be  necessary  to  confer  upon 
said  committee. 
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The  order  of  business  was  now  suspended  in  order  to  reoeiye  reports 
from  the  Sections.  The  Section  on  Anatomy^  dtc.^  being  called  upon,  it 
was  stated  that  the  section  was  ready  to  report,  but  that  the  Secretary, 
supposing  that  there  would  be  no  opportunity  this  eyening,  had  left  the 
meeting.  The  Section  on  Theory  ana  Practice  reported,  recommending 
the  publication  in  the  Transactions  of  Dr.  Fosters  paper  on  Atelectasis, 
and  Dr.  Detmold's  paper  on  Anesthetics ;  and,  on  motion,  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  report  was  adopted,  and  the  papers  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication. 

Dr.  Beadle  stated  that  it  was  understood  that  the  Section  on  Anato- 
my was  prepared  to  recommend  the  publication  of  Dr.  Isaac's  paper  on 
the  structure  of  the  kidney ;  and  be  therefore  moyed  that  the  President 
be  empowered  to  confer  with  the  Chairman  of  that  section,  and  that,  if 
they  were  prepared  so  to  report,  the  paper  of  Dr.  Isaacs  be  referred  at 
once  to  the  Committee  on  Publication ;  which,  after  some  debate,  waa 
carried. 

The  Secretary,  by  consent,  commenced  the  reading  of  a  letter  from 
Dr.  F.  Campbell  Stewart  to  Uie  President,  dated  Edinburgh,  Marcb  7, 
1856 ;  but,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  the  completion  of  it  was, 
on  motion,  postponed  until  the  next  meeting ;  soon  after  which,  the  meet- 
ing was  adjourned. 


n.    PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

Extracts  from  the  Minutee, 

Reported  by  E.  Lbb  Jokbs,  M.  D.,  Recording  Secretary. 

Regular  Meeting,  Feb,  27,  1856. 

Dr.  Unnell  presented  a  stomach  and  a  portion  of  integument  remoyed 
from  a  man  who  had  died  of  scurvy.  The  man  was  one  of  a  crew  of 
twenty  manning  a  ship  which  sailed  from  Gibraltar  to  New  York,  where 
she  arriyed  after  a  passage  of  six  months.  When  one  month  distant 
from  Gibraltar  all  the  crew  was  taken  sick,  yomiting  blood  at  interyals 
and  rapidly  sinking.  Five  died  from  exhaustion,  apparently  from  loss  of 
blood.  After  arrival  here,  the  surviyors  took  board  in  Cherry  street, 
where,  shortly  after,  three  died.  Upon  the  stomach  can  be  seen  ulcers, 
yarying  in  size  from  two  or  three  lines  to  half  an  inch  in  diameter. 
This  portion  of  integument  shows  the  character  of  the  external  ulcers 
which  appeared  on  other  parts  of  the  body,  as  well  as  upon  the  leg,  from 
which  tills  specimen  was  remoyed. 

Dr.  Finnell  also  presented  a  sUmujxh  and  a  portion  of  a  liver,  from 
a  person  who  had  died  from  the  effects  of  strychnine.  No  morbid 
appearance  can  be  discovered  in  stomach,  excepting;  some  marks  of  irri- 
tation at  itB  large  end.    Upon  the  portion  of  liver  is  seen  a  cicatrix. 

Dr.  Dalton  inquired  if  there  was  any  history  to  account  for  the 
cicatrix,  inasmuch  as  he  had  seen  similar  marks  upon  the  livers  of  per- 
sons who  had  had  syphilis. 
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Dr.  Finndl  had  no  history  of  the  case. 

Dr.  IMUm  presented  a  fatty  tumor,  as  interesting  in  exhibiting  how 
dense  a  tumor  of  that  charaoter  may  become  by  the  inoorpcwation  of 
fibrooB  tissue.  The  tumor  was  removed  by  Dr.  Detmold  from  the  baek 
of  the  neck  of  a  perfectly  healthy  boy,  aged  nine  yean.  It  made  its 
appearance  ten  months  since,  and  gradually  increased  mitil  it  attained 
the  size  of  a  goose's  egg.  It  was  adherent  to  the  transverse  processes 
<ji  two  of  the  vertebrae,lobulated,  preseuting  to  the  touch  a  sensation  as 
if  bone  was  developed  in  its  center.  It  was  mostly  superficial,  the  skin 
being  in  nowise  discolored.  It  was  not  painful,  and  was  removed  on 
account  of  its  inconvenience. 

Dr.  Metcalfe  asked  if  it  was  not  uncommon  for  tumors  of  that  kind 
to  be  attached  to  bone.  He  thought  there  were  but  few  if  any  who 
would  not  have  considered  the  tumor  to  be  soirrfaus. 

Dr.  Metcalfe  presented  a  specimen  of  chyUmi  urine*  A  young  lady, 
aged  26,  native  of  Cuba,  unmarried,  of  nervous  temperament,  having 
previously  enjoyed  good  health,  beffan  to  be  dyspeptic  three  years  ago. 
From  time  to  time  pain  in  the  lumbar  regions  was  complained  of,  and 
on  several  occasions  she  passed  bloody  urine.  Two  years  ago,  for  a 
short  time,  she  had  been  troubled  with  swelled  feet  No  disturbance 
of  the  menstrual  function,  except  that  the  eatamenia  had  come  on  three 
or  four  days  later  than  the  regulkr  time,  and  sometimes  at  irregular  in- 
tervals. Three  months  before  coming  under  observation,  she  noticed  that 
her  urine  became  milky  in  color  as  it  was  passed.  No  diminution  of  the 
normal  quantity  was  observed.  It  had  a  peculiar  odor ;  an  acid  reac- 
tion; sp.  gr.  1019.  On  standing,  it  deposited  a  copious  sediment ;  the 
upper  part  being  somewhat  turbid.  The  sediment  wae  composed  of 
urate  of  ammonia,  and  of  very  unusual  abundance  of  renal  and  vesical 
epithelium.  Heat  and  nitric  acid  gave  copious  precipitate  of  albumen. 
Sulphuric  ether  agitated  with  the  urine  removes  the  fat,  which  collects 
in  quite  a  thick  layer  between  the  two  fluids.  Chloroform  affects  it  in 
a  similar  manner.  On  microscopic  examination  no  tube  casts  are  to  be 
found. 

From  time  to  time  small  whitish  clots  pass  with  the  urine  from  the 
bladder.  These  were  found  to  consist  of  an  amorphous  stroma,  entang- 
ling multitudes  of  oil  globules  and  epithelial  scales. 

The  patient  was  treated  by  tonics  and  generous  diet,  and  in  the  course 
of  two  months  was  quite  well  of  her  troubles. 

Dr.  Metcalfe  stated  that  he  had  been  informed  by  Brown-S^uard, 
that  it  was  not  uncommon  in  Cuba  for  persons  to  be  affected  as  in  this 
instance,  and  in  other  places  within  the  tropics,  especially  young  persons. 

Dr.  Bibhins  presented  a  mouse  having  upon  its  head  a  cutaneous  dis- 
ease, by  which  one  eye  had  been  destroyed. 

Dr.  Dalton  had  examined  the  incrustation  by  the  microscope,  and 
found  it  to  be  the  same  with  the  porrigo  favosa  affecting  man»  and  like 
that  which  affected  the  cat  presented  before  the  Society  some  months 
ago. 

Dr.  Gentry  presented  a  multilobular  fatty  liver,  as  a  curiosity.     It 
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was  taken  from  a  patient  of  intemperate  babits,  wbo  died  in  Bellevue 
Hospital  of  phthisis.  A  vomica  baying  formed  near  the  surface  of  the 
Inng,  perforation  of  the  pleura  followed,  and  pneumothorax  hastened  off 
the  patient  The  number  of  lobes  is  thirteen,  several  of  which  are  pedun- 
•culated,  but  the  majority  are  sessile ;  each  contributing  its  part  seem- 
ingly in  the  natural  function  of  the  organ,  being  supplied  with  the  neces- 
sary elements  therefor. 

Dr.  Metcalfe  thought  this  the  first  of  the  kind  presented  before  the 
Society. 

Dr.  0*Borke  said  that  several  years  ago  one  was  presented  rery 
similar,  having  twelve  lobules. 

Jugular  Meeting^  March  12,  1866. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Finnell  presented  two  stomachs  removed  from  persona  habit- 
ually intemperate.  The  larger  one  is  fh>m  a  man,  who  had  been  freely 
drinking  brandy  for  two  weeks  previous  to  death.  He  was  found  dead  in 
his  bed.  On  examination  it  exhibits  a  dark  slate-colored  appearance,  with 
much  renous  congestion  of  the  mucous  membrane.  The  odier  is  from 
a  ^n  drinker,  who  was  also  found  dead  in  his  room.  The  stomadb  re- 
sembles what  is  commonly  recognized  as  the  ^*  rum  stomach.'^  Also  a 
stomach  obtained  from  a  man  who  committed  suicide  by  cyanide  of  po- 
tassium. In  three  minutes  he  was  insensible,  and  died  in  twelve  minutes. 
It  simply  presents  a  fiery  red  appearance. 

Dr.  &.  Buck  presented  a  tumor^  removed  from  the  orbit  of  a  child 
five  years  old,  of  healthy  constitution.  It  was  first  observed  by  the  parents 
two  months  ago,  situated  on  the  upper  lid,  and  movable.  Of  late  it  has 
rapidly  increased,  though  from  the  first  unattended  with  pain,  nor  was 
vision  at  all  impaired.  When  first  seen  by  Dr.  Buck,  the  upper  lid  was  dis- 
tended, and  protruded  so  far  as  to  conceal  the  eye ;  its  surface  was  livid 
and  of  a  purplish  hue,  and  movable  over  the  swelling ;  which  was  elastic 
in  feeling,  somewhat  resembling  fluctuation.  It  was  thought  advisable  to 
remove  the  tumor,  which  was  accordingly  done,  after  etherizing  the  pa- 
tient, by  dividing  the  lid  perpendicularly,  throughout  its  whofo  extent, 
above  the  brow.  It  was  found  loosely  attached  to  its  membranes,  and 
no  difficulty  experienced  in  its  removal,  which  was  mainly  accomplished 
by  the  handle  of  the  knife.  It  seems  fatty  in  consistence  and  appear- 
ance.   He  thought  it  remarkable  from  its  locality  and  rapid  growth. 

Dr.  Clark  had  examined  it  with  the  microscope,  and  round  it  to  ex- 
hibit three  distinct  elemenlB ;  the  first  and  most  abundant  consisted  of  cau- 
date corpuscles.  The  cells  were  elongated,  and  seemingly  as  if  about  to 
'  be  formed  into  fibers ;  the  cells  packed  together,  their  long  axes  laying 
in  the  same  direction.  Another  portion  consisted  of  small,  rounded,  gra- 
nular cells  and  their  granules, — ^nothing  more.  It  mw^ht  be  classed  un- 
der that  division  called  recurrent  fibroid  tumors,  it  would  be  inter- 
esting to  follow  the  future  progress  of  the  case,  and  he  hopes  Dr.  Buck 
would  affain  report  to  the  Society  respecting  it. 

Dr.  IF.  H,  Van  Buren  exhibited  a  specimen  of  fracture  of  the  skull 
occasioned  by  a  blow,  involving  a  rupture  of  the  middle  meningeal  ar- 
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tery,  disorgaointion  of  the  brain,  with  production  of  pas.    (No  history 
given). 

Dr.  A.  Clark  presented  a  Bpecimen  of  cancerous  ditease  (melanotic 
variety!  of  the  liver,  very  similar  to  one  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  So- 
ciety aoout  a  year  since  by  Dr.  Sayre,  though  not  so  large ;  his  weigh- 
ing some  16  or  18  pounds,  while  the  one  shown  bv  Dr.  S.  weighed  2S 
pounds.  The  specimen  was  sent  to  him  by  Dr.  John  Turner,  of  King's 
County  Hospital,  who  writes  that  little  is  known  of  the  history  of  the 
case.  The  patient  stated,  that  about  a  year  since  he  first  experienced 
difSculty  of  breathing.  Four  months  ago  he  was  attacked  wiUi  pain  in 
the  right  side,  for  which  he  was  cupped,  etc.  The  left  eye  was  affected  at 
the  same  time,  and  sight  was  soon  lost.  The  liver  rapidly  increased  in 
size ;  and  after  admuBsion  to  the  hospital,  his  limbs  became  anasarcous, 
bowels  loose ;  he  assumed  the  cancerous  cachectic  appearance,  and  soon 
sank.  The  auiopey  revealed  the  liver  everrwhere  covered  with  mela- 
notic deposits  of  various  sizes.  The  heart  is  also  dotted  over  with  minute 
spots  of  black  cancer ;  the  lungs  and  kidneys  also  were  dotted  with  a 
similar  substance. 

Dr.  Jenkins  presented  for  Dr.  JB.  J7.  Parker  a  specimen  of  the  sim- 
ple perforating  ulcer  of  the  stomach,  situated  in  the  upper  anterior  por- 
tion of  the  organ,  near  its  lesser  curvature.  It  was  on  tiie  mucous  sur&ce 
about  ^  inch  in  diameter,  and  nearly  circular.  On  the  peritoneal  sur- 
£sce  it  was  cval,  its  diameters  being  •}  and  |  of  an  inch.  Its  appearances- 
were  those  usual  to  this  pathological  condition.  The  following  history,, 
meager  as  it  is,  is  all  that  could  be  obtained  by  the  coroner  called  to 
make  the  investigation  into  the  cause  of  death. 

The  subject  was  an  Irishwoman,  about  85  years  old,  who  died  March 
8th.  The  autopsy  was  made  26  hours  after  death.  Since  the  birth  of 
her  last  child,  now  6  months  old,  she  had  not  felt  entirely  well.  On  the 
4th  of  March  she  complained  of  a  **  pain  inside,"  but  kept  about  the  house 
until  the  7th,  when  she  went  to  bed  with  **  severe  cramps''  over  the 
whole  abdomen,  and  extreme  mental  anxiety  about  not  passing  urine, 
of  which  it  is  alleged  there  was  none  for  the  last  day  or  two.  The 
cramps  increased,  with  "choking  and  smothering"  (as  the  witnesses  said) 
until  death,  which  occurred  at  half  past  eleven  o'clock  the  next  morning.. 
During  the  last  24  hours  she  drank,  according  to  her  husband's  statement, 
about  2  water-pailfuls  of  tea.  About  six  quarts  of  fluid  were  found  in 
the  peritoneal  sac,  made  up  of  fluids  taken  as  drink,  serum,  and  half  a 
pint  of  pus.  Evidence  of  extensive  acute  inflammation  existed  through- 
out the  whole  peritoneum.  The  intestines  were  largely  distended  with 
flatus.  The  bladder  was  empty ;  the  liver  of  a  very  fight  color.  The  • 
stomach  was  about  one  third  full  of  ingesta,  as  castor  oil,  food,  etc  Be- 
side some  old  and  firm  pleuritic  adhesions,  the  other  organs  were  healthj. 
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AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Association  commenced  its  ninth  aiinual  meeting  at  Detroit, 
Michigan,  on  Tuesday,  May  6th,  at  11  A.  M.,  and  was  called  to  order 
by  the  President,  Dr.  G.  B.  Wood,  of  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Wm.  Brodik, 
of  Detroit,  Secretary. 

Dr.  PiTOHBR,  of  Michigan,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments, bade  the  delegates  welcome. 

The  roll  was  then  called ;  after  which,  a  recess  of  fifteen  minutes 
was  taken  to  allow  the  delegates  from  the  respective  States  to  report 
one  member  from  each  State  represented,  as  a  Committee  to  nominate 
oflScars  for  the  enaoing  year. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  reported  adverse  to  the  proposition 
of  Dn  N.  S.  Davis,  advising  a  departure  from  the  present  mode  of 
laboring  to  promote  a  higher  degree  of  culture  in  those  preparing  to 
become  members  of  the  medical  profession,  and  establishmg  in  those 
already  engaged  in  its  duties  a  habit  of  recording  the  results  of  their 
observations. 

The  President  announced  the  death  of  Dr.  John  C.  Warbbk,  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  in  that  city  on  the  4th  inst.  Dr.  Childb,  of  Mass.,  and 
Dr.  GBoaa,  of  Kentucky,  made  remarks  eulogistic  of  the  deceased* 
Dr.  Gross,  of  Kentucky,  Dr.  Childs,  of  Mass.,  Dr.  J.  R.  Wood,  of  N. 
York,  Dr.  Pitcher,  of  Michigan,  and  Dr.  Geddings,  of  So.  Car.,  were 
then  apoointad  by  the  President  to  draft  resolutions  of  respect  to  the 
deceased. 

The  Seeretary  read  a  letter  from  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  from  the  University  of  Nashville,  inviting  the  Association 
to  hold  its  uext  annual  session  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  ALbo,  one  tendering 
the  use  of  the  Hall  of  Representatives  of  that  State  for  the  purposes  of 
said  session.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Nominations. 

The  Committee  on  Nominatioins  unanimously  recommended  the  fol- 
lowing as  officers  for  the  ensuing  year :  Prendeni — Dr.  Ziva  PrroHSR,  of 
Detroit ;  Viee-Pr^Menta — Drs.  Thomas  W.  Blatohford,  of  New  York ; 
Wm.  K.  Bound,  of  Tennessee,  £.  GsDniNGS,  of  South  Carolina,  W.  H. 
Bbisbaks,  of  Wisconsin ;  Secretaries — Drs.  Wm.  BA^feix,  of  Michigao, 
R.  C.  FosTSii^  of  Tennessee ;  Treasitrer — ^Dr.  Caspar  wistbb,  of  Penn- 
sylvania.   Unanimously  confirmed. 

The  President  then  delivered  his  annual  address,  for  which  the 
thanks  of  the- Association  were  presented  to  him,  with  the  request  of  a 
copy  for  preservation  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Association.  He  then 
app<Mnted  a  committee  to  conduct  the  President  and  Vice-Presidents 
elect  to  their  seats.  Upon  taking  the  chair,  Dr.  Pitoh£r  made  a  neat 
address. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gunh,  of  Michigan,  it  was  Resolvedy  That  the 
resolution  passed  at  St.  Louis,  requiring  a  majoiity  of  the  Committee  on 
Publication  to  be  appointed  from  residents  of  the  place  where  the  meet* 
ing  is  held,  be  repealed. 

26 
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Dr.  Palm BB,  of  Illinois,  from  the  Committee  on  Prise  Eesays  and 
Volunteer  Communication^  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Committee, 
and  announced  Dr.  Hbkbt  Habtshornb,  of  Philadelphia,  the  author 
of  an  "  Essay  on  Arterial  Circulation,^  as  the  successful  competitor  for 
the  prise  this  year. 

Dr.  Blatohfobd,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee  on  "Hydro- 
phobia, and  the  Connection  of  the  Season  of  the  Year  with  its  Preva- 
lence,*' read  a  report  thereon.  The  Committee,  in  conclusion,  submitted 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Reiolved,  That  the  Secretary  transmit  to  the  Governor  of  each  State  a 
copy  of  the  statistical  part  of  this  report,  with  the  respectful  request  that  he 
would  bring  the  subject  before  the  Legrislature  of  the  State  over  which  he 
presides,  that  in  their  wisdom  they  may  devise  and  unite  upon  a  plan  by  whieh 
the  evil  may  be  mitigated,  if  not  removed. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  in  favor  of  holding  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  Adopted, 
after  some  discussion. 

Dr.  WisTBR,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Committee  on  Publication, 
made  the  annual  report. 

The  Committee  state  that  they  had  been  reluctantly  obliged  to 
omit  from  the  Transactions  two  valuable  reports  on  epidemic  diseases — 
by  Dr.  H.  Andbrson,  of  Alabama,  and  Dr.  £.  D.  Fennbr,  of  New  0^ 
leans, — ^but,  as  they  had  not  been  presented  to  the  Association,  and 
acted  on  by  that  body,  there  was  no  other  alternative ;  and  recommend 
that  the  following  resolution,  passed  at  the  last  session,  should  be  strictly 
enforced : 

Renolved,  That,  hereafter,  beginning  with  the  session  of  1856,  no  report, 
or  other  paper,  shall  be  entitled  to  publication  in  the  volume  for  the  year  in 
whieh  it  shall  be  presented  to  the  Association,  unless  it  be  plaeed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Committee  of  Publication  on  or  before  June  1. 

The  report  states  that  the  number  of  volumes  of  Transactions  now 
remaining  on  hand  is  as  follows :  of  Vol.  I.  41,  of  Vol.  IL  9,  of  Vol. 
III.  32,  of  Vol.  IV.  7,  of  Vol.  V.  816,  of  Vol.  VI.  68,  of  Vol.  VE. 
120,  of  Vol.  VIII.  351 ;  that  some  of  the  leading  journals  abroad  have 
expressed  a  strong  desire  to  complete  their  sets,  and  it  rests  with  the 
Association  to  iftermine  whether  the  missing  numbeia  shall  be  sup- 
plied ;  that,  as  only  seven  complete  sets  of  the  Transactions  are  now  in 
the  poeseseion  of  the  Association,  the  Committee  recommend  that  no 
copy  of  either  of  the  eiffht  volumes  which  is  necessary  to  the  complete 
sets  now  remaining  shall  be  disposed  of  separately,  or  with  any  number 
of  volumes  short  of  a  complete  set. 

Dr.  Atlbx,  of  Pa.,  made  some  remarks  upon  the'  report,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  stated  that  the  Smithsonian  Institution  had  been 
offered  as  a  permanent  place  of  session  for  the  Association.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving  that  the  Committee  on  Publication  preeerve  five  com- 
plete sets  of  the  proceedings.    Carried. 

Dr.  WiBTBB,  of  Pa.,  the  Treasurer,  read  his  annual  report  It 
recommends  that  the  Treasurer  be  requested,  at  an  early  date  after  the 
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adjournment  of  the  present  meeting,  to  address  a  circular  to  each  per- 
nument  member,  ann{mneing  the  ah^ogaiwn  of  the  reeolution  of  1864 — 
making  a  yearly  eubscription  to  the  Traneactione  obUgatory,  and  the 
eoneequent  restoration  to  menUferehip  of  all  those  dropped  from  the  pub- 
lished list  of  that  year — ^advertising,  also,  the  practicability  of  procur- 
ing back  numbers  of  the  Transactions,  with  information  as  to  the  cost 
at  which  the  series  of  volumes  may  be  rendered  complete,  or  an  entire 
set  furnished  by  the  Association.  By  the  Treasurer's  account  it  ap- 
neared  that  the  8th  vol.  of  the  Transactions  had  cost — ^for  engravings, 
$72;  for  lithographs,  $101;  for  printing  and  binding  1,100  copies, 
$1,748.  For  me  same  had  been  received,  by  assessments  and  sales, 
$2,468. 

One  of  the  members  stated  that  Dr.  Jambs  R.  Wood,  of  New  York, 
who  was  then  in  the  meeting,  had  lately  performed  an  operation  in  an 
extraordinary  case — ^removing  a  jaw-bone ;  and  moved  that  a  time  be 
appointed  for  the  Association  to  examine  the  part  extirpated.  Dr. 
Wood  said  he  had  not  with  him  the  article  spoken  of  by  the  gentle* 
man,  but  would  lay  it  on  the  desk  of  the  President  in  the  morning. 

The  President  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  A.  Still^  chair* 
man  of  the  Committee  appointed  last  year  to  consider  the  subject 
of  extending  the  lectures  of  each  chair  in  medical  schools  over  a  period 
of  two  years,  asking  a  continuance  of  the  Oommittee.    Granted. 

The  President  read  an  invitation  to  the  Association  to  attend  the 
session  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science, 
at  Albany,  in  August  next, — at  which  time,  also,  the  Dudley  Observa- 
tory will  be  inaugurated,  and  an  address  delivered  by  Hon.  Edward 
ErnnsTT.    The  invitation  was  accepted. 

The  ABsociation  then  adjourned  ta  meet  the  next  morning  at  9 
o'clock. 

SBCOND   DAT. 

The  Secretary  read  communicadone  fnm  Dr.  A.  J.  Semmes,  of  New 
York,  Dr.  J.  Taylor  Bradford,  of  Ey.,  Dr.  D.  M.  Reese,  of  N.  Y.,  Dr.  B. 
R.Peaalee,  of  Me.,  Dr.  J.  W.  Corson,  of  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Mark  Stephenson, 
of  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Beech,  of  Midi.,  and  Dr.  J.  C.  Hutchison,  of  N.  Y., 
asking  an  extension  of  time  in  which  to  report  upon  the  subjects 
assigned  to  them.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Nominations. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  he  had  received  a  resolution  adopted 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  inviting 
the  Association  to  meet  with  them  at  its  Semi-Centennial  Celebration, 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  February  next    Accepted. 

He  then  read  a  communication  fh>m  Dr.  Hamiiaon,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
tiansmittin^  the  second  part  of  a  report  upon  Deformities  after  Frac- 
tures and  Dislocations,  and  asUngfor  a  correction  of  the  minutes  of  last 
session  in  regard  thereto.  Dr.  M.  also  asked  that  he  be  permitted  to 
incorporate,  in  a  volume  upon  the  subject  he  is  preparing  for  publica- 
tion, that  portion  of  the  report  already  published  by  the  Association. 
Granted. 
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Dr.  Atlbi,  of  PcnnsylTaiiia,  offered  a  lesolntioD  that  the  reqaeet  of 
Dr.  H.,  b  regard  to  the  publicatioii  of  the  report,  be  granted.  Dr. 
LtHnauiT,  of  Tenaeesee,  oppoeed  the  resolution.  A  rimilar  request  was 
denied  at  the  session  of  the  Association  held  at  St  Louis.  On  motieo 
of  Dr.  PALMBBy  of  Illinois,  it  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee, 
which  was  made  to  consist  of  Drs.  Palmse,  of  Di.,  Atlbe,  of  Pa.,  and 
Hnxs,  of  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Govv,  of  Michiffaa,  the  gentlemen  (iron  Canada 
who  were  present  bj  general  invitation,  were  admitted  in  a  body  and 
requested  to  take  seaU  on  the  platform.  The  President  weloomed  them 
to  the  meetmg,  and  Dr.  Honnns,  in  behalf  of  his  Canadian  brethren, 
thanked  the  Association  for  the  courtesy  and  kindness  extended  to 
them. 

Dr.  Surroii,  of  Ey.,  olEared  a  reaolvtion  that  1,000  copies  of  the 
address  of  the  late  President,  Dr.  Woon,  be  pubKsfaed.    Adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Lihdc«t,  of  Tenn.,  it  was  resolved,  That  a 
Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  to  prepare  a  suitable 
minnte  in  reference  to  the  death  of  our  late  Secretary,  Dr.  P.  C.  Gooch,  <]€ 
Richmond,  Va.,  who  fell  a  martyr  while  contending  with  the  pestilence 
in  Norfolk,  in  1866.  Drs.  Lindslbt,  of  Tenn.,  Tbomsov,  of  Del.,  and 
Mbkbbkhall,  of  Ohio,  were  ^pointed  as  such  committee^ 

Dr.  Gbobb,  of  £y.,  from  Ck»mmtttee  appointed  the  dasf  previons^ 
rep<»rted  resolutions  reUtive  to  the  death  of  ur,  J.  C.  Warbbn,  of  Bos- 
ton.   Adopted,  and  refened  to  Committee  on  Pttblioation. 

Dr.  Gnoes,  of  Ey.,  read  a  report  on  **  The  Causes  which  Impede  the 
Ptoffress  of  American  Medical  Literatnre,''  and  in  conclusion  submitted 
resolutions  recommendiug,  1.  The  universal  adoption,  whenever  practi- 
cable,  by  onr  schools,  of  American  works,  as  text^books  for  their  pupils. 
2.  The  discontinuance  of  the  practice  of  editing  foreign  writinffs.  8.  A 
more  independent  course  of  the  medical  periodical  press  towaras  foreign 
productions,  and  a  more  liberal  one  towards  America ;  and  4.  A  better 
and  more  efficient  employment  of  the  feots  which  are  continually  fur- 
nished by  onr  public  Instf  tntiona,  for  the  elucidation  of  the  nature  of 
diseases  and  accidents,  and,  indirectly,  for  Ae  formation  of  an  original, 
a  vigorous,  and  an  independent  national  medical  literature. 

Ajfter  some  discussion,  the  reaolutions  were  bid  upon  the  table  until 
after  the  report  upon  ^  American  Medical  Literature,*'  by  Dr.  Bbbokbit- 
Bii>0B,  of  Kj^  shouki  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  a  comnnmioation  from  Dr.  P.  A.  Jswcrr,  of 
Connecticut,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  procure  Memoirs  of  tiie 
Eminent  and  Worthy  Dead.    Retered  to  Committee  on  Nominations. 

Dr.  BaxoKBiTBineB,  of  Kantaeky,  read  a  veport  npon  American 
Medical  Literature,  for  the  Pfiod  for  which  he  was  appointed,  1864r^, 
which  was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Hookbb,  aooepted,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publication. 

Adjourned  to  Thnrsday* 
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THIRD   DAT. 

A  communicatioii  from  Dr.  Wobtb,  of  Md.,  relative  to  a  report  upon 
the  Medical  Topography  of  the  eastern  shore  of  Marjland,  and  one 
from  Dr.  Thompson,  of  Ey.,  relative  to  a  report  on  **  Chloroform/* 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  K  S.  Lkmoinb,  of  St  Louis,  en* 
closing  an  autograph  letter  from  M.  Dubois,  Perpetual  Secretary  of  the 
Imperial  Academr  of  Medicine  of  France,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
the  copy  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Association  sent  to  Uia  Academy. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atlub,  of  Pa.,  the  President  was  authorueed  an* 
Aually  to  apooint  delegates  to  represent  this  Association,  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  British  Aa^iation,  the  American  Medical  Society  of  Paris, 
and  such  other  scientific  bodies  in  Europe  as  may  be  affiliated  with  it. 
Dr.  WiSTSB,  of  Pa.,  stated  that  Dr.  F.  C.  Stewart,  of  New  Tork,  was 
now  in  Europe,  and  wished  to  be  appointed  such  delegate. 

Dr.  Clskdenin  offered  the  following  .fietfo/ution:  That  a  committee 
of  one  be  appointed,  for  a  period  of  three  years,  with  instructions  to 
report  progress  at  each  annual  meeting  of  this  Societv,  to  investigate 
the  etiology  and  pathology  of  epidemic  cholera ;  and  that  said  commit- 
tee be  allowed  to  add  any  other  members  to  the  same  which  they  think 
may  be  necessary  to  further  the  objectB  of  the  appointment.  On  mo- 
tion, referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

.  On  motion,  the  names  of  C.  H.  Cleaveland  and  of  James  R«  McClin* 
tock  were  directed  to  be  stricken  from  the  list  of  permanent  members 
of  the  Association,  in  consequence  of  their  having  retrograded  into 
quackery.  • 

A  resolution  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Thbodobx  Bo- 
MBYN  Bbck,  of  Albany,  New  York,  was  passed,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  procure  memorials  of  the  eminent  and  worthy  dead,  with  the 
request  that  they  procure  a  memoir  of  Dr.  Beck  to  be  published  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  Association. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wistbr,  of  Penn.,  the  invitation  to  gentlemen  of 
the  medical  profession  of  Canada,  extended  to  them  by  the  American 
Medical  Association  at  iu  session  in  Philadelphia,  was  renewed  for  the 
meeting  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Dr.  Stokbr,  of  Pa.,  offered  the  following  amendments  to  the  consti- 
tution :  Ao^nd  article  8  so  that  it  shall  read,  ^'  Article  3.  The  regular 
meetings  of  the  Association  shall  be  held  annually,  and  commence  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  May.    The  Association  shall  meet  biennially  in  the 

city  of .    The  place  of  meeting  for  the  intermediate  year  shall  be 

determined  by  a  vote  of  the  Association." 

Amend  article  4  by  providing  for  one  permanent  and  two  assistant 
•ecretaiies,  and  also  specifying  the  duties,  dsc,  of  each.  Laid  on  the 
table  under  the  rule. 

Dr.  DoB8BT,of  Ohio,  offered  the  following  Besduthn :  That  in  May, 
1868,  and  every  third  year  thereafter,  this  Auodation  meet  at  Washing- 
ton City ;  and  that  the  present  officers  be  requested  to  correspond  with 
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the  Board  of  Maoiigen  of  the  Smithaooian  Institate,  in  regard  to  fur- 
nishing neceeeary  rooms  for  the  keeping  of  the  archives  of  the  Associa- 
tion.    Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

After  considerable  discussion  of  the  subject^  the  report  and  resolu- 
tions of  Dr.  Gross,  and  the  report  of  Dr.  Bbxokbnbidoe,  upon 
*^  American  Medical  Literature,"  were  accepted,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication. 

The  Secretary  presented  a  communication  from  Dr.  L.  H.  Stbinbr,  of 
Baltimore,  of  Committee  to  report  on  strychnia,  its  chemical  and  toxi> 
colodcal  properties,  submitting  that  paper,  and  expressing  his  r^et  at 
not  being  able  to  be  present  Accepted,  and  report  referred  for  publi- 
cation. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Palicbr,  of  111.,  Professor  in  the  Michigan  University, 
from  special  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  communication  of 
Dr.  Hamilton,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  leave  to  Dr.  H.  to  make 
use  of  the  materials  of  his  report  on  ^  Deformities  after  Fractures,'' 
which  is  in  course  of  publication  by  this  Association,  in  his  anticipated 
work  upon  ^  Fractures  and  Dislocations.'^ 

Dr.  Palmbr,  from  the  Committee  on  Plans  of  Organisation  for  State 
and  County  Medical  Societies,  also  presented  an  extended  and  able  report, 
which  was  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Dr.  Davis,  of  Illinois,  chairman  of  special  committee,  reported  on 
^  The  Changes  in  the  Composition  and  Properties  of  the  Milk  of  the 
Human  Female,  Produced  oy  Menstruation  and  Pregnancy,''  in  a  paper 
containing  numerous  valuable  details  of  much  interest  to  the  profession 
and  the  public,  obtained  by  careful  examination  and  comparison,  and 
showing  concluli?ely  the  ill  effects  of  lactation,  especially  during  the 
latter  ol  the  periods  referred  to.  Accepted,  and  referred  to  Committee 
on  Publication. 

Dr.  Chas.  Q.  Chandlbr,  of  Missouri,  who  was  to  report  on  *^  Ma- 
lignant Periodic  Fevers,"  submitted,  as  a  substitute,  a  paper  on  **  Sul- 
phate of  Cinchona,"  which  was  received  as  a  'Voluntary  contribution,'' 
and  referred  to  a  special  committee. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Nbwman,  of  Buffalo,  from  Committee  on  "  the  Sanitaiy 
Police  of  Cities,"  presented  an  elaborate  report,  embracing  details  m 
the  various  estimated  causes  of  disease  in  cities,  as  compared  with  rural 
localities,  together  with  numerous  valuable  statistics  of  mortality  in  the 
largest  cities  of  Europe  and  the  Union,  of  which,  at  the  r^uest  of  the 
Association,  he  gave  a  brief  verbal  abstract.  The  report  was  accepted, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

On  mot  f on  of  Dr.  Frost,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  the  thanks  of  the 
Association  were  presented  to  the  retiring  officers  for  the  zealous  and  effi- 
cient manner  in  which  their  duties  had  been  performed. 

Dr.  A.  J.  FoLLBR,  of  Me.,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Best 
Treatment  of  Cholera  Infantum,  Dr.  H.  Grbbk,  of  New  York,  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Use  and  Effects  of  Application  of  Nitrate 
of  Silver  to  the  Throat,  and  Dr.  FLtvT,  of  Louisville,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Best  Mode  of  Rendering  the  Medical  Patronage  of 


1856J  Amerioan  MediM  Awocuaion.  816 

the  National  GoTemment  Tributary  to  the  Honor  and  ImproTement  of 
the  FrofeBsion,  each  read  a  report;  all  of  which  were  accepted,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  Nominating  Committee  made  the  following  report :  Fw  Chair- 
men  of  Special  Cimmittees  for  1857 — ^Dr.  E.  R.  Peaelee,  of  Brunswick^ 
Me.,  on  inflammation,  its  pathology  and  its  relation  to  the  recuperative 
process;  Dr.  J.  C.  Hutchison,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  with  Charles  E;- 
Isaacs,  of  New  York  city,  on  the  anatomy  and  histology  of  the  cervis 
uteri ;  Dr.  J.  Taylor  Bradford,  of  Augusta,  Ky.,  on  the  treatment  of 
cholera;  Dr.  Mark  Stephenson,  of  New  York,  on  the  treatment  best 
adapted  to  each  variety  of  cataract,  with  the  method  of  operation, 
place  of  election,  time,  age,  &c. ;  Dr.  J.  W.  Corson,  of  New  York,  on 
the  causes  of  the  impulse  of  the  heart,  and  the  agencies  which  influ- 
ence it  in  health  and  disease ;  Dr.  D.  Meredith  Reese,  of  New  York,  on 
the  causes  of  infant  mortality  in  large  cities,  the  source  of  its  increase, 
and  the  means  for  ita  diminution ;  Dr.  J.  Foster  Jenkins,  of  Yonkers, 
New  York,  on  spontaneous  umbilical  hadmorrhage  of  the  newly  bom ; 
Dr.  Henry  Carpenter,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  on  the  use  of  instruments  in 
obetetricai  practice ;  Dr.  Alex.  J.  Semmes,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the 
measures  to  be  adopted  to  remedy  the  evils  existing  in  the  present  mode 
of  holding  coroners'  inquests ;  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims,  of  New  York  city, 
on  the  treatment  of  the  results  of  obstructed  labor ;  Dr.  J.  B.  Flint,  of 
Louisville,  Kj.,  on  the  true  position  and  value  of  operative  surgery  as  a 
therapeutic  agent ;  Dr.  G.  Volney  Doney,  of  Piqua,  Ohio,  on  the  causes 
and  cure  of  indigestion,  especially  in  relation  to  the  therapeutic  indica- 
tions to  be  deriv^  from  the  chemical  composition  of  the  deposits  in  the 
urine;  Dr.  C.  B.  Coventry,  of  Utica,  N.  V.,  on  the  medical  jurispru- 
dence of  insanity,  and  the  testimony  of  skilled  witnesses  in  courts  of 
justice ;  Dr.  Jos.  Leidy,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  on  human,  animal,  and 
vegetable  parasites;  Dr.  M.  D.  Damall,  of  Bainbridge,  Ind.,  on  the 
value  of  a  strict  attention  to  position  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the 
abdomen ;  Dr.  George  Sutton,  of  Aurora,  Ind.,  on  milk  sickness ;  Dr. 
Clarke  J.  Pease,  of  Janesville,  Wis.,  on  the  i>lending  and  conversion  of 
Uie  ^rpes  of  fever;  Dr.  B.  S.  Woodsworth,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  on  the 
best  substitute  for  cinchona  and  its  preparations  in  the  treatment  of  in- 
termittent fever  and  malarious  neuralgia ;  Dr.  Franklin  Hinkle,  of  Ma- 
rietta, Pa.,  on  the  use  of  cinchona  in  malarious  diseases ;  Henry  V. 
Campbell,  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  on  the  nervous  system  in  febrile  diseases ; 
Dr.  John  Neill,  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  on  the  laws  governing  the  de- 
posit of  bone ;  Dr.  John  W.  Greene,  of  New  York  city,  on  the  inti- 
mate effects  of  certain  toxicological  agents  in  the  animal  tissues  and 
fluids;  Dr.  George  Suckley,  U.  8.  A.,  on  the  medical  topography  and 
fauna  of  Washington  Territory ;  Dr.  Jas.  Cooper,  of  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  on 
the  flora  of  Washington  and  Oregon  Territories  ;  Dr.  Chas.  £.  Isaacs,  of 
New  York,  on  the  intimate  structure  and  the  pathology  of  the  kidney ; 
Dr.  Israel  Moses,  of  New  York  city,  on  the  diseases  incidental  to  emi- 
grants from  temperate  climates  in  their  transition  through  X])entral 
America ;  Dr.  T.  W.  Gordon,  of  Georgetown,  Brown  County,  O.,  on 


816  Ameruxm  JHedieal  Auoeiaiia^  [Jane, 

the  etiology  and  pathology  of  epidemic  cholera,  to  be  contimied  thiee 
yean,  and  with  power  to  add  any  other  memben ;  Dr.  EL  A.  JohsBoa, 
of  Chicago,  on  the  excretions  as  an  index  to  the  oi^|;anio  changes  goinff 
on  in  the  system ;  Dr.  D.  D.  Thompson,  of  Lonisville,  on  the  remedial 
effects  of  chlorofonn. 

Stakduto  GoMMiTTBis.  Committee  on  PubliemiUm. — ^Drs.  Francis 
O.  Smith,  of  Fa^  chairman ;  Caspar  Wister,  of  Pa. ;  Samuel  L.  Hol- 
lingsworth,  of  Pa. ;  Samuel  Lewia,  of  Pa. ;  H.  F.  Askew,  of  Del ;  Wm. 
Brodie,  of  Mich. ;  B.  C.  Foster,  of  Tenn.  Commtttee  on  Prige  Suay^ 
Drs.  Wm.  E.  Bolinff,  of  Tenn.,  Chairman ;  K  B.  Haskins,  of  Tenn.; 
Thomas  Lipscomb,  cl  Tenn. ;  A.  H.  Buchanan,  of  Tenn. ;  B.  W.  Avent, 
of  Tenn. ;  W.  A.  Cheatham,  of  Tenn.;  Paul  K  Eve,  of  Tenn.  Cbm- 
mittee  of  Arrangemmte—Tyn.  C.  K.  Winston,  of  Tenn.,  Chaiiman ; 
Ira  Conwell,  of  Tenn.;  William  D.  Haggart,  of  Tenn.;  J.  L.  C.  John- 
son, of  Tenn. ;  F.  A.  Ramsay,  of  Tenn.;  Geo.  Grant,  of  Tenn.;  J.  B. 
Lindsley,  of  Tenn.  On  Medical  EduettUon^Dn.  K  Geddings,  of  8. 
C,  Chairman;  C.  W.  Le  Boutillier,  of  MinnesoU;  G.  F.  Mitchell,  of 
Ohio ;  8.  W.  Clanton,  of  Ala. ;  &  W.  Butler,  of  N.  J.  On  Medical  Liter- 
ature^Dn.  R.  Hills,  of  Ohio,  Chairman;  D.  W.  Yandell,  of  Ey.;  R. 
R.  Porter,  of  Del.;  H.  A.  Johnson,  of  111. ;  Charles  S.  Swan,  of  Maine. 

To  fill  yacancies  in  the  Committee  on  Medical  Topography  and  Epi- 
demics :  New  Sampehire — ^Dr.  V.  P.  Fitch,  of  Amherst.  Cedifofnia — 
Dr.  Robert  Murray,  of  Fort  Miller. 

To  fill  vacancies  in  the  Committee  upon  a  Uniform  System  of  Regia- 
tration  of  Marriages,  Births,  and  Deaths :  VermmU — Dr.  Adrian  T. 
Woodward,  of  Castleton.  CbfUMcfiett^-.Dr.  Wm.  B.  Casey,  of  Middle- 
town.  Ftr^nMi— Dr.  R.  W.  Haxall,  of  Richmond.  CaUfomior^lh. 
Arthur  R.  Stout,  of  San  Francisco. 

They  recommend  the  continuance  of  the  '^  Committee  to  Procure 
Memorials  (tf  the  Eminent  and  Worthy  Dead,"  and  that  the  report,  as 
fsr  as  prepared,  be  rofisrred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Re]K>rts  from  Dr.  Worth,  of  Md.,  on  the  medical  topography  and 
epidemics  of  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland ;  Dr.  CikiN,  of  S.  C,  on  the 
epidemic  of  yellow  fever  in  Charleston  in  1854,  and  Dr.  FsNirfeii,  of  La., 
on  the  medical  topography  and  epidemics  of  Louisiana,  were  aooepted 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication ;  also,  a  report  from  Dr. 
Anderson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  medical  education. 

Dr.  GuNN,  of  Michigan,  said  that  three  communications  had  been 
handed  to  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  by  the  Secretaries^  which 
they  (the  Committee)  had  not  time  to  examine,  and  asked  that  a  special 
oommittee  be  appointed  to  report  on  volunteer  communications. 

Df.  PAuna,  of  III.,  offered  the  Mowing,  which  was  adopted  : 

Beeolved.  That  the  volunteer  communications  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  be  referred,  with  all  other  such  oommuni- 
cations,  to  a  special  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  residing 
at  the  place  of  publication  of  the  Transactions ;  and  if,  in  thnr  judg* 
ment,  the  papers  are  worthy,  they  be  referred  by  them  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Publication,  to  go  into. the  Transactions  of  the  Assoeiation. 
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The  President  appointed  as  Buch  committee,  Dn.  A  Stills,  S.  Jack- 
son (late  of  Northumberland),  and  F.  J.  B.  Biddle,  all  of  Philadelphia. 

The  authors  and  titles  of  the  volunteer  communications  were  an- 
nounced by  Secretary  Brodie  as  follows :  By  Dr.  0.  J.  Chandler,  of 
Bocheport,  Mo^  on  sulph.  cilkchona  in  periodic  diseases;  by  Dr.  bidor 
Gluck,  of  New  York,  on  formation  of  gun-shot  wounds,  Ike ;  by  Dr.  G. 
P.  Flachenberg,  on  an  improved  method  of  applying  compression  to 
the  scrotum. 

The  Committee  on  a  Uniform  Systeip  of  Registration  of  Maniages^ 
Births»  and  Deaths,  were  unable  to  make  a  report  at  preset,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  didath  of  their  chairman.  Dr.  Wiiaov,  of  Conn. 

The  Committee  on  Medical  Literature,  for  1866-6,  Dr.  Gkdllard,  of 
Charleston,  8.  C,  Chairman,  was  continued  for  another  year. 

Dr.  Nbul,  of  Philadelphia,  offared  a  resolution  that  no  medical  pre- 
paration, account  of  sui^cal  operation,  or  any  thing  else  designed  or  cal* 
cnlated  to  give  notoriety  to  an  individual,  be  laid  before  ue  Associa- 
tion, until  reported  upon  by  a  special  committee. 

Dr.  J.  Bb  Wood,  of  New  York,  supposed  that  the  resolution  was 
aimed  at  him,  in  eonseauence  of  his  having  brought  with  him  a  descrip- 
tion of  a  sew  form  of  disease,  in  which  he  had  removed  the  lower  jaw- 
bone ;  and  felt  wounded  by  its  tone.  But  Dr.  Null  disclaimed  any 
intention  of  personal  allusion  in  the  reedution,  and  said  that  it 
embraced  a  principle  which  should  never  be  violated.  After  some  dis^ 
oission.  Dr.  N.  withdrew  his  resolution. 

Dr.  GnoBs,  of  Louisville,  tendered,  in  behalf  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion and  the  citiaeas  of  Louisville,  an  invitation  to  the  Association  to 
oieet  in  that  city  in  May,  1868.    Placed  on  file. 

Dr.  DoBSBT,  of  Ohio,  offered  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted :— * 
That  the  Committee  of  the  Btiology  and  Pathology  of  Cholera  be  in- 
structed to  memorialize  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  requesting 
that  honorable  body  to  grant  every  necessary  assistance  which  can  or 
will  promote  the  objects  for  which  the  Committee  has  been  appointed. 

Dr.  Brodie  read  a  communication  from  the  Boys!  Medical  and  Chir- 
urgical  Society  of  London,  thanking  the  Association  for  their  present  of 
the  eighth  volume  of  their  Transactions.    Ordered  placed  on  file. 

Dr.  WiSTBR,  of  Pa.,  offered  a  resolution,  that  a  committee  of  three 
be  appointed  by  the  Preeident,  to  correspond  with  the  prcmer  ofiioer  <^ 
the  Smithsonian  Institute,  inquiring  into  the  possibility  ot  procuring  a 
chamber  in  that  institution  for  the  uses  of  this  Association ;  which  was 
accepted,  and  Drs.  Wibtkr,  of  Pa.,  Hali,  of  Washington,  and  J.  Ksill, 
of  Pa.,  appointed  as  such  committee. 

The  Uianks  of  the  Association  were  then  voted  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  Detroit,  for  the  use  of  its  large  and  commodious  hall  wt  its 
meetings,  and  acknowledgments  of  the  ho^itality  of  the  profession  of 
that  ci^,  aa  well  as  of  the  eitinsna  generally. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  9  A.  M.,  the  next  day. 
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rouRTH  DAT — Closing  Session, 

Dr.  LxNDBLKT,  of  TenD.  reported  a  minute  relatire  to  the  death  of 
Dr.  P.  Glaibobiii  Goooh,  of  Richmond^  Va.,  late  Seeretaiy  of  the 
ABsociatioD. 

Dr.  CooLiDOB,  U.  8.  A^  was  sabetitated  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Finlet, 
U.  S.  A.,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Topography  and 
Spidemicfl. 

Dr.  Atlbb,  of  Pa.,  offered  a  res'  lution  which  was  adopted :  That  all 
volontarj  communications  hereafter  presented  to  the  Araociation  shall 
be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  to  be  appointed  hj  the  President 
on  the  first  day  of  each  annual  meeting,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  exa- 
mine such  communications,  and  report  upon  the  propriety  of  their  pre- 
sentation and  reference  to  die  Committee  on  Pablication. 

Dr.  Lkidt,  of  Pa.,  offered  a  reeolution,  that  hereafiter  an  annual  piise 

of dollars  be  awarded  Ibr  the  best  memoir  or  essay  founded  on 

original  in?estiffations  of  the  author ;  and  in  case  of  no  memoir  or  essay 
being  presented  worthy  of  such  award^.the  prise  money  to  be  appropria- 
ted towards  the  expense  of  publishing  and  illustrating  such  memoirs  ss 
may  be  subsequently  deemed  worthy  of  an  award. 

The  resolution,  togeUier  with  the  suggestions  of  the  Committee  on 
Prize  Ettays,  as  to  whether  any  means  can  be  derised  to  eause  an  in- 
crease of  Uie  number  of  essays  presented,  was  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Drs.  Lbidt,  Wood,  and  C.  D.  Mnios,  of  Pa. 

Proposed  amendments  to  the  constitution  being  in  order.  Dr.  Smith,  of 
N.  J.,  moved  that  the  proposition  to  amend  by  providing  that  ^  any  mem- 
ber who  omits  to  pay  for  the  published  Traiuactions  for  three  successive 
years  shall  be  considered  as  withdrawn,"  be  laid  upon  the  table  until  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  the  Association.    Carried. 

The  Secretary  read  an  invitation  to  the  Association  to  attend  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Medical  Assodation. 
Accepted. 

Dr.  B.  K.  Smith  offered  the  following : 

Resolved^  That  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  report  to  the 
next  meetiog  oi  the  American  Medical  Association  a  classification  of 
those  diseases  which  involve  a  derangement  of  the  mental  manifesta- 
tions. Adopted,  and  Dr.  Smith  appointed  chairman  of  said  committee, 
with  power  to  choose  his  associates. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atlbx,  the  Committee  on  Publication  was 
requested  to  transmit  annually  to  the  Epidemiological  Society  of  Lon- 
don a  copy  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Ajseociation. 

Dr.  OuNK  offered  a  resolution  that  every  new  medical  institution 
not  heretofore  represented  in  this  body,  when  sending  delegates  here- 
after, shall  also  send  credentials  and  evidences  of  its  capacity  and  good 
standing.    Carried,  after  some  debate. 

Dr.  McGuooiN,  of  Iowa,  offered  a  resolution,  that  a  special  com* 
mittee  be  appointed  to  report  on  the  subject  of  ^'Stomatitis  matema," 
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which  was  adopted,  and  Dr.  MoG.  appointed  chairman  of  such  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bailbt.  of  111.,  Dr.  Davia,  of  Chicago,  was  re* 
quested  to  continue  his  observations  on  the  changes  prodaced  in  the 
composition  and  qualities  of  milk  by  pregnancy  and  menstruation ;  also 
the  oest  substitute  for  the  mother's  milk,  when  weaning  becomes  neces- 
sary ;  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Smith,  of  N.  J.,  the  resolutions  of  Dr.  Palmes, 
offered  the  day  previous,  were  taken  from  the  table  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication. 

The  thanks  of  the  Association  were  returned  to  those  railroad  Com- 
panies which  had  evinced  liberality  in  eonveyinff  delegates  to  and  from  the 
Association.  Also  to  the  press  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  who  have  taken 
so  much  interest  in  reporting;  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting. 

The  Association  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  May,  1857. 


fyntBpvkmt 


Editor  of  New  York  Medical  Times : 

Sir  : — In  an  article  in  the  number  of  the  American  Journal  of 
Medical  Sciences  for  April,  1856,  under  the  head  of  ^  Puerperal  Peritoni- 
tis in  the  foetus  and  new-bom  child,"  taken  from  the  Gazette  des  H6pi' 
taux^  Oct.  20th,  1855,  there  is  an  abstract  of  a  thesis  on  puerperal  fever, 
by  M.  Paul  Lorain,  in  which  he  has  traced  the  co-existence  of  peritoni- 
tis in  the  infant  with  puerperal  fever  in  the  mother.  His  opportunities 
of  investigation  were  afforded  him  in  the  Maternity  Hospital  in  that 
city,  of  which  institution  he  was  for  some  time  an  interne.  The  princi- 
pal characteristics  of  puerperal  peritonitis  in  newly  bom  children  are 
thus  described  by  Mons.  L. :  The  fruse  expresses  suffering ;  the  abdomen  is 
tense,  gives  a  tympanic  sound  and  appears  very  teikler  on  pressure ; 
respiration  ia  shallow,  short,  and  frequent ;  the  skin  is  yellow ;  the  child 
cries  incessantly ;  it  has  vomiting,  and  a  bilious  fluid  escapes  from  the 
mouth  and  nostrils;  the  pulse  is  small  and  much  accelerated;  there  ia 
generally  constipation ;  the  child  refuses  the  breast,  esjpedally  towards  the 
end  of  life.  The  progress  of  the  disease  is  very  rapid ;  it  generally  ter- 
minates (always  fatally,)  in  three  or  four  days.  Most  of  the  children 
die  in  ten  days  after  biith. 

One  of  the  most  important  forms  of  the  disease  is  the  adynamic, 
characterized  by  torpor,  somnolency,  haemorrhage  from  serous  and 
mucous  surfisces,  and  scorbutic  patches  on  the  skin.  In  these^eases,  death 
sometimes  occurs  within  forty-eight  hours  after  birth.  The  most  usual 
complication^  of  pnerperalperitonitis  in  the  infisnt  are  eryaipelaa,  menin- 
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gitifl,  and  somdiliDeft  pleurisy.  The  symptomB  of  some  of  these, 
especially 'of  meniogitiA,  occasionally  supersede  those  of  peritonitis. 
The  poii-mortem  appearances  arc  characteristic.  The  jaundice,  the 
l^at  enlargement  or  the  abdomen^  the  escape  cMf  green  fluid  from  the 
nostijls,  and  the  rapid  putie&ctiony  render  (he  bodies  of  those  who  have 
died  of  infantile  peritonitu  easily  recognisable.  The  peritoneum  con- 
tains an  efiiuion  of  serous  fluid,  render^  turbid  by  pus  and  fislse  mem- 
branes. The  spleen  is  often  double  its  normal  sise ;  m  some  rare  eases 
there  has  been  a  morbid  change  in  the  liyer. 

Last  winter  while  acting  as  assistant  physician  on  BlackwelFs  Island, 
I  had  occasion  to  make  a  nost-mortem  eiamination  of  a  child  seven 
days  old,  and  stated  that  it  had  died  of  puerperal  peritonitis.  Hits  was 
ridiculed  by  the  pbysiciaDs  on  the  Mand.  Snce  then  I  have  met  with 
an  account  of  this  disease  by  a  distinguished  French  physician,  of  whidt 
I  have  given  above  a  brief  summary.  In  strict  medical  language  it 
mi^ht,  perhaps,  not  be  proper  to  state  that  an  infant  died  of  puetpend 
peritonitis,  but  that  the  disease  was  sympathetic  fever^  contracted  from 
the  mother,  although  in  reality  it  is  the  same  affection. 

CHAS.  VAN  ALEN,  M.  D. 

St.  Mark's  Place,  May  1, 1866. 


(BhitariaL 


Bronzed  Skin  and  Disease  of  Supra-Renal  Capsuks. — ^We  revert  to  this 
subject  once  more,  for  the  purpose  of  stating  that  tiie  March  number  ef  the 
Medical  Times  and  Gazette  contains  a  tabulated  account  of  all  the  cases 
reported  to  the  editor  as  illustrating,  or  supposed  to  illustrate,  the  connection 
between  a  peculiar  change  of  color  of  the  skin  and  disease  of  the  anpra-renal 
capsules,  including,  also,  those  in  the  monograph  of  Dr.  Addison  upon  this 
subject,  aoaoanting  in  the  whole  to  twenty-seven.  The  conclusion  at  which 
Mr.  Hutchinson,  the  antbor  of  the  paper,  arrives,  is  that  ^its  fiMsts  tend  very 
conclusively  to  support  the  opinion  that  the  peeuKar  sjnptom  of  hroBxfa^ 
of  the  skin  is  really  mdioative  ef  a  iktal  cachexia,  and  of  ofgsnSo  diaeaae  ef 
the  supra-renal  capules.**  He  says  that  the  two  following  assertions  may  he 
made :— **  1.  No  single  ease  has  yet  been  recorded  in  which  a  ueH-tnarked  hvnz' 
ed  condition  qf  thin  existed  and  recovery  ensued^  nor  any  in  whieh^  tfier  death, 
the  supra-renal  capsules  were  proved  to  be  healthy.  2.  No  single  ease  has  yet 
been  recorded  in  tcAtdk,  t^ier  deaths  both  supra^renal  capsules  were  found  disor- 
ganixed  by  chronic  disease^  and  in  which  the  skin  during  life  had  not  assumii 
ike  bfonsied  eondOion.**  Ai  Mr.  H.  very  properly  remarkn,  **  the  changed  color 
of  the  skhi,  although  most  important  for  purposes  ol  diagnosis^  ia  probably  of 
very  mfaior  eonoeqnenee  among  the  other  departures  from  health  which  attend 
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reQal«eii]iBiil«r  diaeufi."  The  debility,  absence  of  marked  emaciation  and  aD»<. 
mia  which  attend  upon  it,  are  decided,  and  of  a  much  more  gntve  character. 
In  the  analTsia  of  Mr.  IL,  no  eaaee  are  admitted  in  which  the  color  waa  not 
owing  to  a  deposii  of  pigment,  in  contra^diatinotion  from  that  maddy  hne  of 
the  tkm  so  well  known  aa  conoeoted  with  protracted  btlioas  derange- 
ment, and  that  earthy  hne  prodaoed  by  malarial  cachexia.  A  strong  confirma- 
tion of  the  troth  of  this  conviction  would  seem  to  be  famished  by  the  fhcta 
stated  by  Mr.  H.,  that  the  intensity  of  the  entaneons  discoloration  seems  to 
be  in  direct  proportloa  to  the  extent  to  which  the  snpra-renal  organs  are  strnc* 
tnraily  disorganized,  and  to  the  length  of  time  they  have  been  so. 

Amtrieait  AbHeal  At joetotton*— *We  give  in  ov  preaent  nrnaber  a  fall 
outline  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Ninth  Amiaal  Meetrag  of  this  AMociatioB» 
which  took  place  at  DetroH  last  month,  though  stilt  obliged  to  curtail  the 
reports  of  the  leading  committees  and  some  of  the  resolntions.  About  three 
hundred  delegates  were  in  attendance,  the  larger  portion  from  that  section  of 
the  country ;  although  other  parts  were  fairly  represented.  The  meeting 
passed  off,  as  a  whole,  very  pleasantly,  and  was  quite  an  industrious  one,  so 
Cnt  aa  the  pasemg  of  resolutiona  and  the  appointment  of  committees,  dtc 
were  concerned.  The  publication  of  the  Tra&saotionB  is  to  be  continued  at 
Philadelphia.  Difference  of  ojonion  waa  manifested  on  some  points  con* 
nected  with  medical  education  and  medical  literature^  which  gave  rise  to  dis- 
cuaaioii.  The  aannal  prize  of  one  hundred  dollars  waa  awarded  to  Dr. 
Sdward  Hartshorne,  of  Philadelphia,  for  aa  essay  on  **  Arterial  Circulation." 
Evening  receptions  on  a  most  liberal  scale  were  given  by  some  of  the  lead- 
ing physicians  of  Detroit,  and  also  by  some  not  connected  with  the  profes- 
uon,  and  the  entertainmenla  were  varied  by  a  steam-boat  excursion,  including 
a  bountiful  supper,  in  which  about  two  hundred  ladies  and  six  hundred  gen- 
tlemen participated,  and  with  which  all  expressed  themselves  highly  gratified* 
The  next  meeting  of  the  Association  takes  place  at  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
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Physical  ExploraHon  and  IHagnoiU  of  Diseases  afeeHng  the  RiBSpir" 
atory  Organs.  By  Austin  Fliw,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Theor.  and 
Pract  Med.  in  the  Univenity  of  Louisville,  <fco.,  d^c.  Philadelphia: 
Blanchard  k  Lea,  1856.  pp.  0S6. 

An  orifirinal  worlc  from  die  pen  of  so  accomplished  a  teacher  and 
accurate  observer  as  Dr.  Flint,  and  especially  on  a  subject  with  which 
his  name  has  already  been  so  creditably  associated,  is  naturally  hailed 
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iriih  interest  by  all  who  take  pride  in  the  adTancement  of  American 
literature.  An  octavo  ▼olume  of  more  than  six  hundred  pages,  devoted 
^xclosiTely  to  the  phTsical  exploration  and  diafnoeis  of  diseasee  affeedng 
the  respiratory  organs,  must  present,  as  this  does,  a  Tery  full  exhibit  of 
the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  on  this  subiect  It  must,  also,  at 
the  same  time,  present  a  minuteness  of  detail,  and  frequently  a  nice  dis- 
crimination of  sounds  and  shades  of  sounds,  which  the  ordinary  practi- 
tioner can  hardly  be  expected  to  realize  in  his  own  experience,  or  even 
fully  appreciate  in  the  experience  of  another.  In  the  preparation  of  hie 
work,  Df,  Flint  has  availed  himself  of  the  latest  and  most  approved 
treatises  on  ih^  subject,  and  has  also  drawn  his  material  fron^  monographs, 
and  other  inddentid  sources  which  were  available  for  any  of  the  numer- 
ous points  upon  which  he  treats,  and  has  also  incorporated  certain  views 
whidb  are  known  to  be  original  with  himsell  Physical  signs  are 
thoroughly  examined  in  *'  their  individual  and  differential  characters,  their 
significance  and  diagnostic  relations,  separately  and  combined/'  without 
any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  author  to  limit  himself  on  the  score  of 
brevity.  He  has  endeavored  to  make  the  work  as  practical  as  possible, 
by  considering  the  various  topics  with  almost  exclusive  reference  to  their 
direct  clinical  bearings,  clinical  facts  being  studied  in  connection 
with  morbid  anatomy.  The  distinctive  characters  of  the  different  signs 
are  recapitulated  in  different  pathological  connections  for  the  purpose  of 
fixing  them  in  the  memory  by  means  of  repetition. 

Dr.  F.  ia  well  known  to  have  devoted  many  years  to  clinical  pa^ 
euitB,  and  during  this  time  to  have  paid  especial  attention  to  the  physi- 
cal exploration  of  the  chest  He  therefore  speaks  with  the  authority  of 
experience  upon  most  of  the  practical  points  in  his  work ;  and  with 
respect  to  certain  signs,  is  known  to  have  formed  original  views,  more 
-especially  as  to  the  value  of  pitch  in  distinguishing  certain  sounds,  and 
also  the  importance  of  determining  the  line  of  tiie  interlobar  fissure,  as  a 
means  of  distinguishing  between  tiie  percussion-dullness  of  lobar  pneu 
monitis  and  liquid  effusion ;  and  the  clinical  value  of  the  9oujfU  or  beUows' 
sound  accompanying  the  act  of  whispering,  as  a  sign  of  solidification. 
As  might  be  expect^  in  the  case  of  an  original  ob^rver  and  indepen- 
dent thinker,  the  results  of  his  observations  do  not  always  agree  with 
the  opinions  of  others.  He  does  not  regard  the  theory  of  consonance, 
advanced  by  Professor  Skoda,  of  Vienna,  as  satisfrctorily  established  ; 
nor  does  he  approve  of  the  classification  and  designation  of  physieal 
signs  of  that  distinguished  teacher,  at  the  same  time  that  he  acknowledges 
tlra  value  of  his  contributions  to  this  branch  of  science.  The  only 
changes  which  Professor  F.  proposes  in  nomenclature  are,  the  substitu- 
tion of  the  term  braneho-vedcular  for  rude  or  rough  respiration,  and 
the  use  of  the  terms  vesiculo-tympanitic  resonance,  applied  to  a  percus- 
sion sound  combining  the  tympanitic  and  vesicular  qualities,  and  bran- 
cho-cavimaiu  respiration,  denoting  mixture  of  the  cavernous  and  bron- 
chial modifications  of  the  respiratory  sound. 

^  Sixty  pages  on  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  respiratory 
apparatus  are  followed  by  nearly  three  hundred  devoted  to  the  physical 
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exploration  of  the  chest,  the  remaining  being  taken  up  with  the  diag- 
nosis of  diseases  afifecting  the  respiratory  organs.  An  analysis  of  a 
work  of  this  nature  would  not  be  of  use  to^  our  readers,  even  if  our 
limits  rendered  it  practicable ;  and  we  must  therefore  restrict  ourselves  to 
this  general  notice  of  its  plan  and  contents.  The  value  of  physical  ex- 
ploration of  different  organs  of  the  body  is  acknowledged  by  all,  and 
any  attempt  to  render  it  familiar  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  profession. 

Manvud  of  Chemical  Physiology,  From  the  German  of  Professor  G. 
G.  Lbhmann,  M.  D.  ;  translated,  with  Notes  and  Additions  by  J. 
Chester  Morris,  M.  D.,  with  an  Introductory  Essay  on  Vital  Force 
by  Samuel  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Inst,  of  Med.  in  the  University 
of  Penn.,  &c.  Illustrated  with  forty  woodcuts.  Philadelphia: 
Blanchard  &  Lea,  1856,  pp.  881. 

The  present  work  of  Professor  Lehmann  is  intended  to  afford  in  a 
oondensed  form  the  positive  facts  of  physiological  chemistry  which 
may  be  regarded  as  settled,  and  the  conclusions  from  them  which  the 
present  state  of  this  branch  of  sciecne  seems  to  authorize.  This  is 
confessedly  no  easy  task  in  a  department  which  is  now  being  so  actively 
Cttllivated,  and  by  so  many  able  minds,  and  is  in  a  state  of  such  constant 
progress,  and  which,  from  its  nature,  affords  so  much  ground  for  differ- 
ence of  opinion  among  inveetigatOTB.  The  more  unsettled  the  subject, 
the  greater  the  difficulty  of  presenting  an  epitome  of  it ;  but  we  know 
of  no  one  more  competent  to  undertake  suen  a  task  than  the  author  of 
the  present  work,  whom  his  larger  treatise  on  physiological  chemistry, 
recently  noticed  in  this  journal,  which  came  out  under  the  auspices  of 
Professor  Rogers  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  has  placed  among 
the  highest  authorities  on  this  subject. 

The  translator.  Dr.  J.  C.  Morris,  has  incorporated  in  the  text  addi- 
tional matter  of  a  more  purely  physiological  nature,  from  different 
flourcea ;  and  also  added  in  an  appendix,  short  notes  on  kindred  subjects 
not  treated  by  the  author,  as  circulation,  reproduction,  life  phenomena, 
Ac;  and  has  also  introduced  illustrations  from  various  sources.  These 
alterations,  he  says,  have  so  changed  the  character  of  the  work  as  to 
render  the  title  of  ^  Chemical  Physiologr  **  more  applicable  than  that 
originally  giyea  it  of  ^*  Hand-book  of  Physiologi<»il  Chemistry .**  Dr. 
M.  dissents  ftom  the  views  of  the  author  respecting  the  forces  ^operative 
in  living  organisms ;  and  has  been  furnished  by  Professor  Jackson  with 
an  article  stating  the  views  on  this  subject  which  he  has  advocated  and 
taught  for  many  years,  accompanied  by  remarks  on  Dr.  Lehmann's  doc- 
trine of  vital  foroes,  by  the  same  accomplished  teacher.  Dr.  L.  views 
the  complex  phenomena  of  life  in  but  one  aspect — that  of  their  chem- 
ical relations,  entirely  n^lecting  or  overiooking  the  physiological  or 
especial  organic  phenomena.  But  even  a  oondensed  view  of  the  arguments 
on  these  points,  would  be  out  of  place  at  this  time.  With  rega^  to  the 
work  itself^  we  feel  safe  in  quoting  the  authority  of  Dr.  J.,  mat  he  be- 
lieves it  to  be  the  best  adapted  to  initiate  the  student  in  a  knowledge  of 
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phyuological  or  or^nie  chemistry,  indispensable  to  a  sdentiilc  maikal 
education ;  an  omnion  whioh  he  practically  illustrates  by  adopting  it  as  a 
manual  of  this  branch  for  the  use  of  the  students  of  the  ItniTenity  of 
PeniwylTania. 

A  Praetieal  Hand-Book  of  Msdieal  Chemiitry.  By  Jorv  K  Bowman, 
F.  C.  S^  Professor  of  Practical  Chemistry  in  King's  College,  Lon- 
don. Siacond  American  from  the  third  and  revised  London  edition, 
with  illustrations.    Philadelphia :  Blanehard  k  Lea.  1855,  pp.  287. 

The  work  before  us  is  a  model  specimen  of  a  practical  hMidrbooky 
and  is  one  which  wiU  be  found  exceedingly  useful  to  both  student  and 
practidonw.  The  first  edition  supplied  a  want  which  was  felt  at  the 
time  of  its  appearance,  and  which  has  increased  to  suoh  an  extent  that  a 
third  edition  was  called  for ;  and  it  is  encoura^ng  for  the  pursuit  of 
this  branch  among  us  that  a  second  A"^"^?w  edition  has  been  deaaand- 
ed.  As  a  manual  containioff  instructions  for  the  examination  and  ana- 
lysis of  urioe,  blood,  and  a  fow  other  of  the  more  important  animal  pro- 
ducts, both  healthy  and  morbid,  its  directions  are  clear  and  explicit ; 
while  the  name  of  its  author  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  it  is  perfectly 
reliable.  Mr.  Bowman  has  embodied  in  the  present  edition  all  tb# 
recent  discoveries  in  medical  chemistry  which  have  been  aunounced  up 
to  the  time  of  its  publication,  an  important  point  in  a  branch  of 
science  in  which  progress  is  now  so  rapid.  The  iltustratioas  are  nnmer> 
ous  and  well  executed,  and  the  work  is  one  which  should  find  a  place  in 
the  libraiT  of  every  practitioner  who  sets  a  proper  value  upon  the  i^^pli- 
cations  of  modern  chemistry  and  microscopic  aoalysis  to  tae  practice  of 
medicine ;  the  importance  of  which  is  becomiDg  every  day  more  and 
more  apparent. 

The  PrinoMe$  and  Practice  of  OphthaUnie  Medicine  and  Sufyery. 
By  J.  Wharvon  Jonbs.  F.  R.  S.,  Prof,  of  Ophthalmic  Med.  and 
Surg,  in  Univers.  Coll,  London ;  etc.  etc.  "^th  one  hundred  and 
ten  illustrations.  Second  American  edition,  with  additions,  from 
the  second  and  revised  London  edition.  Philadelphia :  Blanehard 
<feLea.  1866.  12mo.  pp.  600. 

The  aim  of  the  author  of  this  excellent  manual  waS|  as  he  sajFs,  to 
afford  a  book  on  diseases  of  the  eye,  which  should  serve  at  once  as  a 
text-book  for  students,  and  as  a  book  of  reference  for  praotitioners ;  and 
he  has  been  mostsuccessfttl  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  in  view. 
While  principles  aire  carefiilly  discussed,  he  had  made  it  especially 
practiciD,  and  has  condensed  witl^Q  &  moderate  space  a  large  amount 
of  most  valuable  matter.  The  fiist  American  edition  of  the  work  appea^ 
ed  under  the  auspices  of  Dr.  Isaac  Hays,  which  is  a  sufficient  goatantee 
of  its  character,  if  any  were  needed  for  an  author  whose  reputation  is  so 
well  established  in  this  branch  of  science.  This  edition,  which  the  author 
has  materially  improved  in  arrangement,  and  in  which  he  made  addi- 
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tioQS  and  alterationB  required  to  bring  it  np  to  the  existing  etate  of 
knowledge  in  the  important  department  of  medicine  and  surgery  of  which 
it  treats,  has  passed  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Edward  Sfartshorne, 
who  has  introduced  some  short  notes  in  relation  to  details  of  treat- 
ment, aa  famished  by  his  own  observations,  both  abroad  and  at  home, 
and  more  especiallj  by  his  experience  as  surgeon  to  Wills  Hospital, 
well  known  as  one  oi  the  oldest  and  largest  eye  infirmaries  in  our  coun- 
try. We  feel,  therefore,  that  we  can  safely  recommend  it  as  the  best 
manual  on  this  subject  with  which  we  are  acquainted.  The  illustra- 
tions are  numerous  and  fairly  executM,  and  probably  convey  as  accurate 
ideas  of  diflferent  forms  of  disease,  as  can  be  expected  where  the  aid  of 
color  is  wanting,  an  aid  which  is,.Qf  course,  very  important  in  depi<(tinff 
affections  of  the  eye ;  but  which  could  not  be  afforded  in  a  work  intended 
to  be  sold  at  a  moderate  price. 

ClM€al  LechLTet  <m  the  J)i$eat$$  of  Women  and  CkUdren-  By  Qtjjv- 
inK&  8.  BsDvoao,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Pro£  of  Obstetrics,  the  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Obildren,  and  Olin.  Midwifery,  in  the  University  of  New 
York.  Third  edition,  carefully  revised  and  enlarged.  New  York : 
S.  S.  <k  W.  Wood,  389  Broadway,  1856,  Svo.  pp.  602. 

The  fact  that  the  lectures  of  Dr.  Bedford  have  reached  a  third  edi- 
tion in  nine  months  from  their  first  publication,  cannot  be  otherwise  than 
flattering  to  the  author,  as  it  very  satisGsu^torily  demonstrates  the  judg- 
ment passed  upon  his  labors  by  the  profession.  To  the  present  edition 
there  have  been  added  more  than  forty  pages  of  new  matter,  including 
the  appendix,  giving  the  results  of  treatment  in  many  of  the  more  inter; 
eating  cases;  which  latter  feature  will  greatly,  enhance  the  value  of  the 
work.  We  are  glad  to  see  also  annexed  a  carefully  prepared  alphabeti- 
cal table,  embracing  every  topic  treated  of  in  the  volume,  which  ena- 
bles the  reader  at  once  to  refer  to  any  special  subject ;  a  matter  of  great 
oonvenience  to  those  consulting  it 

In  his  description  and  treatment  of  disease.  Dr.  Bedford  in8i9ts  upon 
the  importance  of  a  correct  physiology  and  pathology,  and  throughout 
the  volume  furnishes  evidence  that  he  has  kept  pace  with  the  proffress 
of  these  sciences.  We  most  cheerfully  recommend  the  book  to  both 
practitioner  and  student,  as  being  fidl  d  practical  instruction,  and  a 
guide  in  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  to  which  it  is  devoted.  Those 
who  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  listen  to  Dr.  B.'s  clinical  instructions, 
will  recognise  in  this  work*  his  earnestness  in  impressing  upon  his  pupils 
the  necessity  of  tracing  effects  to  causes  in  the  treatment  of  disease ;  and 
will  also,  in  the  numerous  cases  here  brought  together,  find  striking  evi- 
dence of  his  cleverness  in  diagnosis.  The  publishers  have  performed 
their  part  well :  boUi  paper  and  typography  being  worthy  of  their  enter- 
prisii^  hons^.  T.  C.  F. 
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Curling  on  ths  IHuau»  1/  (he  TeMtU.  PhiladelphU :  Bianehard  &  Let. 
1856*  pp.  419.  NetigaQ*B  AUtu  cf  Cutaneous  Dueases,  Philadelphia:  Blaach- 
ard  &  Lea,  1856.  Chamber*  oa  DigeMdon  and  Ub  Deransfemenit,  New 
York:  S.  a  &  W.  Wood,  889  Broadway,  pp.  441.  Wri^t  on  ifyadadiM; 
their  Causes  and  their  Curs.  New  York:  S.  8.  A,  W.  Wood,  pp.  140. 
Sighi  and  Bkuing;  haw  ffrsserved  and  ha»  lost.  By  J.  Heoiy  ClarK  M.  D. 
New  York :  C.  Scriboer,  877  Broadway,  pp.  35L 


DoHBSTia  Bdietus  flbm^— The  new  wing  reoently  added  to  the 
alreadjr  eztenaiTe  buildings  of  this  institation  was  opened  on  the  lat  of  May, 
on  whioh  occasion  an  interesting  and  appropriate  addreas  was  given  by  Efr. 
IfeCready,  one  of  the  phyaiciana  of  the  Hospital  Thia  wing  is  a  sabstantial 
four-story  building  of  stone,  containing  fifteen  warda,  eaoh  containing  twenty 
beds,  a  bath,  and  a  water  closet  Also,  rooms  for  nurses,  so  anrauged  that  two 
wards  can  be  attended  from  each.  The  other  arrangements  are  most  complete 
in  their  character.  The  Governors  are  about  adding  another  story  to  the 
main  building,  raising  it  to  the  same  height  as  the  wing,  ao  that  the  accommo- 
dations of  the  entire  Hospital,  when  these  improvements  are  completed,  will 
be  ample  for  1,300  patients. 

New  American  Medical  Work. — We  understand  that  an  original  work  on 
the  Causes  and  Curativi  Treatment  of  Sterility,  by  Dr.  A.  R.  Gardner,  of  this 
city,  which  is  fully  as  well  as  beautifully  illustrateu  by  colored  engravings  and 
woodcuts,  will  appear  during  the  first  week  of  the  present  month.  We  shall 
hope  to  notice  it  more  particulary  in  our  next 

The  LouisoiUe  Review.-^A  bi-monthly  journal  with  this  title  haa  just  been 
commenced  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  under  the  editorial  care  of  Profl  S.  D.  Gross, 
of  the  University  in  that  cit;^,  and  Dr.  T.  G.  Richardson,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy  in  the  same  inatitution,  and  apoears  under  most  flattering  auspices. 
It  ia  to  take  the  place,  though  not  to  oe  the  continaation,  of  the  Western 
Journal  id  Medicine  and  Surgery — the  most  respectable  and  oldest  medical 
periodicill  in  the  south-west,  whioh,  we  regret  to  hear,  is  permanently  sus- 
pended.  The  corps  of  collaborators  is  large  aa  well  as  able,  and  we  cannot 
but  think  that  an  enterprise  ia  which  so  much  talent  is  enlisted  will  redound 
to  the  credit  as  well  as  to  the  benefit  of  the  profession  of  that  section  and  of  the 
country  generally.  It  is  their  intention  to  furnish  at  the  beginning  of  each 
new  volume  a  biographical  sketch  and  steel  engraving  of  some  one  of  the 
honored  dead  of  the  Southwest;  and  a  very  appropriate  as  well  as  successftit 
beginning  is  made  in  the  first  number,  in  a  beautifully  executed  and  very 
truthful  Rkenesa  of  Dr.  Drake,  with  a  notice  of  the  life  and  writings  of  this 
truly  distinguished  man.  This  number  also  conttuos  other  valuable  articles, 
and  among  others,  one  by  Dr.  N.  Bozeman,  of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  on  vesko^ 
vaginal  fittuky  with  an  account  of  a  new  mode  of  auture,  and  aeven  successful 
operations,  of  wtuch  we  ahall  speak  more  particularly  at  a  future  time.  The 
literary  character  of  the  work  is  highly  creditable,  and  the  mechanical  execn- 
tian  deserving  of  praise ;  and  we  trust  that  the  future  will  fulfill  the  promises 
of  the  present,  whioh  the  names  of  Its  ^Uit^  afford  ft  good  guarantee  will  be 
tfcecase. 
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WMc^  Jlfofta%.  Ct^.  For  tik«  loeefc  encttt^  JIfay  8,  1656,  343:— 
CoDSomptioii,  63 ;  apoplezj,  7;  pneumonia,  24  ;  croap,  10;  scarlet  fever,  30  ; 
measles,  4;  small-poz,  7;  typhus  fever  (including  **  typhoid "},  4.  Fm  the 
wedc  ending  May  10,  364  :--Con8umption,  47 ;  apoplexy,  4 ;  pneumonia,  16 ; 
croup,  10;  scarlet  fever,  30;  measles,  2;  whoopmg  cough,  4;  small-poz, 
18;  typhus  fever]  (including  **  typhoid  "),  6.  Far  the  toeek  ending  May  11  tK 
362: — Consumption,  69;  apoplexy,  8;  pneumonia,  19;  croap,  7;  scarlet 
fever,  21 ;  measles,  5 ;  smalUpox,  11 ;  tvphus  fever  (including  ^  typhoid"),  8. 
For  the  week  ending  May  2itK  322 : — Consumption,  42 ;  apoplexy,  4 ;  pneu- 
monia, 9;  croup,  8;  scarlet  fever,  26;  measles,  6;  small-pox,  13;  typhus 
fevmr(uielQding*' typhoid '0,2.  For  the  toeek  ending  May  Zlst  2S1  i-^oik' 
•nmption,  61;  apoplexy,  3;  pneumonia,  6;  croup,  16;  scarlet  fever,  16; 
measles,  4;  small  pox,  6;  typhus  fever  (including  **  typhoid  "),  2. 

WeMy  Comparison  tfike  Weather  and  Deaths  in  the  eiiy^  continued  from  the 
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The  general  health  of  the  city  remains  extraordinarly  good,  as  may  be 
seen  by  a  glance  at  merely  a  single  column  above,  that  of  the  **  Public  Institu- 
tions.'' Immigration  still  decreasing  also  lessens  our  **  bills  of  mortality." 
The  weather  has  been  more  changeable,  and  we  have  had  more  cloudy  days 
along  with  westerly  winds  than  usual  for  May.  In  reference  to  the  hygrome- 
ter, ue  characteristic  of  the  healthier  months  is  this,  viz. :  A  natural  unifor* 
mity  of  temperature  both  in  and  out  of  doors ;  so  that  the  capacity  of  the 
air  for  moistnre  shall  be  the  same  in  both  places.  May  has  accordingly  had 
the  smallest  mortality  this  year,  having  made  the  nearest  approach  to  this 
rule.  J.  P.  L. 


IBCEOLOfiT. 

In  jBoston,  May  4th,  Dr.  John  C.  Warrbn,  in  his  79th  year. 

Dr.  W.  graduated  at  Cambridge  in  1797,  at  the  age  of  19.  In  1806,  when 
only  26  years  of  a^e,  and  soon  after  the  completion  of  his  medical  stncties,  he 
was  appointed  Adjunct  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  at  Harvard  Col- 
lege, and  in  1816,  he  succeeded,  upon  the  death  of  his  faUier,  to  the  full  pro- 
fessorship (Hersey  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery),  the  duties  of  which 
be  discharged  with  eminent  ability  and  success  during  the  period  of  32  years. 
He  retired  in  1847  from  his  post  as  Hersey  Professor  of  Harvard  College, 
whoi  he  had  completed  his  70th  year. 

He  was  also  for  several  years  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 


dd8  JSfMtoXogy.  [Jone^  liM. 

Soeiety,  tnd  was  at  diflbrant  times  honored  with  eompliaMiiterr  diploun  hj 
the  Academy  of  Naples,  the  Medieal  Soeie^  of  Florence,  the  lMieo*CfaiI1l^ 
fficai  Society  of  London,  the  Academy  of  Medieine  at  Pnia,  and  aerenl  othor 
foreiffn  learned  and  acientifte  aaaoeiationa,  heddea  many  in  this  eoootry.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  retained  hia  position  and  promptly  diachai^  the 
duties  as  President  of  the  Boston  Sodety  of  Natnrsl  Iflatory,  which  instito- 
tion  sustains  in  his  death  no  ordinary  loas. 

Smce  his  retirement  from  the  active  duties  of  his  professorship  in  Ksnrard 
College,  Dr.  Warren  has  devoted  himself  to  the  stidy  of  the  natural  seieiiess. 
with  a  zeal  quite  unparalleled  at  his  advanced  age. 

The  announcement  of  the  death  of  thia  eminent  snrgvoo  was  reeelved  \ff 
the  profession  in  Boston,  as  elsewhere,  with  feetmgs  of  the  deepest  regret 
The  Suffolk  District  Medieal  Socie^  held  a  speeial  meeting  the  foHowfaig 
day,  when  Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes  offerea  resolattona  eiprassive  of  the  greait  lesa 
sustained  by  the  profeaaion  and  the  community,  prefacing  them  with  some 
very  eloquent  remarka.  Dr.  H.  J.  Bigelow  seeonded  the  resolutions,  and  ad- 
dressed the  Society  in  language  highly  appropriate  and  leeling.  Dr.  James 
Jsckson  remarked,  that  the  death  of  Dr.  Warren  oould  not  be  attributed  to 
any  disease  which  haa  a  distinct  name.  .  Hia  health  had  long  been  bad ;  within 
a  month  of  his  death,  he  was  suddenly  seized  twice  with  vertigo,  followed  by 
copious  fncal  discharges ;  from  these  he  soon  recovered.  A  raw  days  befora 
he  died  he  had  chills  and  rigora,  pain  in  the  head  and  limbs,  but  most  in  the 
abdomen :  loss  of  appetite,  uncontrollable  thirst,  and  ffreftt  tenderness  of  his 
body,  which  appeared  to  be  confined  entirely  to  the  mtegumenta.  Ifis  nsr- 
vous  system  was  also  variously  affected. 

The  posUmortem  examination  revealed  acute  inflammation  of  the  left  wrist 
Joint,  a  small  deposit  of  pus  near  the  first  rib  upon  the  liffat  side,  and  acuts 
perioardida;  near  the  pvloric  end  of  the  atomach  waa  a  smiol  cancerous-look- 
ing growth.  The  bladder  oontained  several  calculi  of  the  sixe  of  small  msN 
blsa.    There  waa  no  inflammation  of  the  veina. 

In  Jersey  City,  BCay  1 1th,  after  a  short  illness,  Wm.  R  pARKXKsoir,  M.  D.,  in 
the  46th  vear  of  liis  age,  for  many  years  House  and  Vaccine  Physician  of  the 
New  York  Dispensary.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  institft' 
tion,  resolutions  were  adopted  expressive  of  &e  great  loss  which  they  and  the 
poor  have  sustained  in  his  death.  He  served  the  institution  faithfullv  for]  six- 
teen years.  The  Vaccine  Department,  over  which  he  had  especial  control, 
owes  to  him  its  system  and  thoroughness. .  More  than  30,000  patients  have 
been  vaccinated  by  him,  and  the  dty  is  under  obligation  to  him  as  a  public 
benefactor. 

At  Hazelgreen,  fllinois,  May  2d,  James  G.  Pbrcival,  M.  D.,  the  Poet,  aged 
61  vears.  In  1824  he  was  appointed  an  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  U.  S.  Army, 
and  stationed  at  West  Point  to  lecture  on  chemistry ;  but  resigned  his  com- 
mission after  holdioff  it  a  few  months.  Dr.  P.  was  a  man  of  purely  seholarly 
tastes  and  eccentric  habits,  and  united  a  femarkable  love  of  seieutms  pvauits 
with  his  taste  for  poetrjr.  He  possessed  great  linguistic  aequiremento,  and 
aasisted  Noah  Webster  in  the  compilation  of  his  great  Dictionary.  He  had 
made  a  geological  survey  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and,  at  the  time  of  his 
deatii,  held  the  office  of  State  Geologist  of  Illinms. 

Reoentiy  in  London,  Mr.  Battfey,  tiie  eminent  Phafmaeeutisl  at  an 
advanced  age.  He  was  extensively  known  as  ths  pnoprietor  of  "Battlisy't 
Solution.**  ^    ^  . 
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dDrigraal  CnmnranirttteB. 

On  the  introduction  and  spread  of  Cholera  at  the  Marine  Hospital, 
Quarantine^  New  York,  during  the  years  1853,  '54,  ^65,  and  the  first 
six  months  of  1856.  By  Elisha  Harris,  M.  D.,  Physician  to 
Marine  Hospital. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  New  York  Medical  Times. 

Dear  Doctor  : — In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  thrown 
together  a  few  observations  made  at  this  institution  respecting  the  intro- 
duction and  spread  of  Cholera  at  this  Quarantine  establishment. 

The  pressure  of  unusually  arduous  duties  compels  me  to  furnish  you 
these  observations  written  currente  calamo;  and  I  would  crave  your  in- 
dulgence for  any  incompleteness  in  the  statements  of  facts,  as  well  as 
for  the  imperfect  study  we  have  made  respecting  them  :  they  are  given 
to  yon  as  they  stand  recorded,  and  as  they  were  imprinted  upon  the 
minds  of  those  who  observed  them. 

Truly  yours, 

ELISHA  HARRIS,  M.  D. 
Marinb  Hospital,  Quarantinb. 
June  2Zd,  1866. 

The  records  of  the  Quarantine  Hospital  for  the  years  1853,1854, 
1855,  and  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  1856,  exhibit  the  instruc- 
tive and  important  fact  that,  in  all  instances,  cases  of  cholera  have  been 
admitted  to  the  wards  from  shipboard,  immediately  previous  to  any 
prevalence  or  even  a  case  of  the  malady  in  the  Hospital  among  patients 
sick  of  other  diseases.  During  the  autumn  of  1858,  and  during  the 
winter  and  autumn  of  1854,  there  occurred  several  distinct  endemics  of 
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cholera,  each  dating  its  commencement  from  the  arrival  of  cholera 
patients  from  shipboard ;  and,  on  two  occasions,  this  malady  prevailed 
with  great  fatality  in  the  small-pox  and  the  typhus  wards,  during  the 
late  autumn  and  early  winter  months.  But,  as  is  well  known,  cholera 
was  prevalent  in  the  city  and  vicinity  of  New  York,  during  the  summer 
and  autumn  of  those  years;  and  on  that  account  it  cannot  be  positively 
affirmed  that  there  was  not  an  epidemic  cause  prevailing  which  predis- 
posed to  the  malady,  thongh  we  do  not  conceive  that  in  the  fall  and 
winter  months  referred  to  any  such  epidemic  influence  prevailed.  Du- 
ring those  seasons  in  the  years  1853  and  1854,  a  very  large  number  of 
emigrant  ships  arrived  at  Quarantine  with  cholera  on  board. 

During  several  preceding  months,  there  had  been  no  cases  of  cholera 
in  the  Hospital ;  but  soon  after  the  admission  of  cholera  patients  from 
shipboard,  sporadic  cases  of  that  malady  began  to  appear  in  the  various 
hospital  buildings  devoted  to  typhus,  smallpox,  and  other  diseases ;  and, 
gradually  increasing,  this  hew  and  inter-current  malady  soon  became  &r 
more  important  and  fearful  than  the  diseases  upon  which  it  was  super- 
imposed. This  was  particularly  the  case  in  the  hospitals  devoted  to 
small-pox,  And  which  were  necessarily  and  completely  isolated  from  all 
communication  with  the  cholera  and  the  typhus  wards. 

Previous  to  the  month  of  October,  1855,  the  last  arrivals  of  cholera 
on  shipboard  were  in  the  month  of  December,  1854  ;  and  the  records  of 
the  Hospital  exhibit  the  fact  thpt,  notwithstanding  the  endemic  preva- 
lence of  the  malady  in  the  various  wards  and  departments  of  the  institu- 
tion for  several  days  subsequent  to  those  arrivals,  cholera  entirely  dis- 
appeared with  the  discharge  of  the  last  cholera  patient  which  had  been 
received  from  ships. 

After  a  protracted  interval  of  about  nine  months,  cholera  again 
made  its  unwelcome  advent  from  French  and  German  ports,  where  the 
malady  was  in  a  certain  degree  prevalent  at  the  time  the  vessels,  in 
which  cholera  appeared,  sailed  from  those  ports.  The  first  arrival  of 
ships  with  cholera  in  the  year  1855,  was  on  the  7th  of  October;  the 
second  arrival  was  on  the  12th  of  the  same  month  ;  and  from  these  two 
vessels  we  received  four  well-characterized  cases  of  the  malady  in  ques- 
tion. It  may  here  be  remarked  that  these  vessels  were  not  overcrowded, 
and  that  the  passengers  were  generally  in  a  healthy  condition,  though 
several  deaths  had  occurred  on  the  voyage  from  diarrhoea. 

Two  of  these  cholera  patients  were  temporarily  placed  in  a  ward  in 
which  were  several  cases  of  typhus  fever.    These  admissions  were  on 
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the  12tli  day  of  October.  One  of  the  patients  remained,  and  died  in 
that  ward  on  the  16th.  On  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  October, 
two  of  the  typhus-fever  patients,  occupying  beds  very  near  \i^here  the 
cholera  patients  had  been  placed,  were  suddenly  attacked  with  cholera  ; 
and  in  less  than  four  hours  they  had  passed  to  the  stage  of  collapse. 
Oue  died  in  twelve  and  the  other  it;  fourteen  hours  from  the  inyasion  of 
the  malady ;  which,  in  these  cases,  had  come  on  par  explosion^  and  in 
persons  who,  of  all  others  in  the  ward,  might  have  hoped  to  escape,  or 
to  brave  such  an  attack  successfully.  One  of  the  men  bad  been  twelve 
days  in  the  Hospital  with  abdominal  typhus,  from  which  he  appeared  to 
be  rapidly  recovering'.  A  week  previously  he  had  suffered  considerable 
haemorrhage  from  the  bowels ;  but  this  had  ceased,  and  the  choleraic 
evacuations  were  purely  of  the  rice-water  character,  i^nd  all  the  history 
of  this  last  and  fatal  disease  was  exclusively  that  of  cholera. 

The  other  case  occurred  in  a  patient  who  had  been  in  the  Hospital 
four  days  with  incipient  abdominal  typhus,  and  whose  symptoms  had 
hitherto  all  been  favorable.  The  progress  of  the  cholera  in  this  case 
was  much  more  rapid  than  in  the  former ;  the  evacuations  were  far  more 
copious,  and  the  collapse  more  complete.  Seven  hours  after  the  onset  of 
the  evacuations,  respiration  had  nearly  ceased,  and  all  consciousness  had 
fled ;  when  we  injected  twenty-four  ounces  of  an  artificial  serum  into  one 
of  the  tibial  veins.  This  dernier  resort  had  the  good  effect  of  restoring 
animation  and  perfect  consciousness  to  the  patient,  and  it  seemed  to  stay 
the  progress  of  the  malady  most  completely  for  about  three  hours.  To 
such  a  degree  was  this  true,  that  the  collapsed  and  shriveled  surface 
became  full  and  warm,  the  heait  resumed  its  normal  force,  and  the  man, 
who  for  hours  had  presented  the  cadaverous  aspect  of  the  last  stage  of 
cholera,  again  sat  up  and  conversed,  giving  all  his  personal  history,  and 
expressing  all  the  last  wishes  which  his  friends  could  desire,  and  which 
were  essential  to  a  proper  settlement  of  his  worldly  affnirs. 

At  about  the  ninth  hour  from  the  first  attack,  the  choleraic  evacuations 
again  commenced,  and  the  patient  was  again  in  all  the  agonies  of  the 
disease  that  had  seemed  so  completely  arrested. 

I  venture  to  refer  to  this  episode  in  the  history  of  this  case  of  cholera^ 
as  it  strikingly  illustrates  the  utility  of  such  efibrts  to  protract  life  when 
any  important  business  affairs  are  to  be  finally  arranged  by  a  dying  man. 
As  to  the  actual  effect  of  any  mode  of  medication  in  the  worst  form  of 
cholera,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  among  physicians  who  have  seen 
much  of  the  malady. 
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Asking  the  pard<Hi  of  jour  readen  for  thii  divei^genoe  from  the  oarra- 
tiye  proposed,  we  will  now  notice  the  facta  which  stand  connected  with 
the  history  of  this  outburst  of  cholera  last  autumn  in  the  Marine  Hospital. 

During  the  entire  summer  and  autumn,  up  to  the  dates  before  given, 
the  hospital  wards  had  been  free  from  cholera,  and  there  had  been  in 
our  various  wards  and  in  the  various  maladies  received  here,  no  inter- 
current intestinal  affection  that  could  be  considered  premonitory  of  chol- 
era. It  is  true  that,  a  majority  of  our  fever  patients  being  Germans,  we  saw 
much  of  the  intestinal  ulcerations  which  are  peculiar  to  abdominal 
typhus ;  but  the  diarrhoea  that  occurs  in  those  cases  is  hemorrhagic, 
and  farthest  possible  from  any  resemblance  to  the  profluvia  of  cholera. 
Secondly,  the  malady  disappeared  completely,  as  soon  as  the  cases  men- 
tioned had  been  removed  from  the  institution.  Thirdly,  during  the  week 
succeeding  the  advent  of  cholera  in  our  wards  last  autumn,  a  large  num- 
ber of  patients  in  the  various  wards  were  suddenly  attacked  with  a  pain- 
less diarrhoea,  such  as  is  considered  precursory  of  cholera.  This  endemic 
of  diarrhoea  serosa  disappeared  with  the  last  cases  of  cholera.  No  similar 
endemic  of  cholera  or  of  serous  diarrhoea  has  since  been  witnessed  at 
this  establishment,  until  early  in  the  present  month.  On  the  evening  of 
June  1st,  the  steamer  ^'  Orizaba,"  from  San  Juan  del  Norte,  arrived  at 
Quarantine  with  several  well-characterized  cases  of  cholera  among  her 
passengers.  These  sick  persons  were  placed  in  a  small  hospital  building 
by  themselves ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  some  negative  points 
in  the  etiology  of  cholera,  all  unnecessary  intercourse  with  those  per- 
sons and  with  the  building  and  adjacent  grounds  was  forbidden,  as  the 
past  history  of  this  malady  warranted  the  belief  that  these  fresh  and 
imported  cases  would  prove  the  germs  of  sporadic  cases  within  the  Quar- 
antine inclosure.  The  isolation  of  these  patients  was  quite  complete, 
and  every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  any  exposure  of  the  evacua- 
tions, <fec.,  as  advised  by  Pettenkoffer.  One  of  the  three  cases  admitted 
was  moribund  and  died  immediately,  one  survived  six  days,  and  the 
other  recovered  and  was  discha^ed. 

On  the  8th  inst.,  at  5  P.  M.,  I  received  notice  that  a  patient  in 
another  building,  and  in  a  ward  situated  nearly  three  hundred  feet  from 
the  cholera  ward,  had  been  vomiting  and  purging  for  more  than  an  hour, 
and  that  he  made  no  complaint  of  his  sudden  illness.  I  was  imme- 
diately at  the  patient's  bedside,  and  found  that  he  had  discharged  about 
six  quarts  of  most  perfectly  characterized  rice-water  evacuations,  and  was 
now  rapidly  approaching  the  stage  of  complete  collapse. 
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Before  midnight  this  man  was  dead,  notwithstanding  our  most 
assiduoas  attentions,  and  the  interposition  of  all  the  available  means  of 
the  healing  art. 

The  patient  was  a  noble  fellow,  who  had  been  brought  in  from  ship- 
board some  two  weeks  previously,  suffering  from  acute  rheumatism;  and 
having  now  recovered,  he  was  being  treated  with  tinct  cinchon. 
comp.  et  opii,  and  was  nearly  read^  for  his  discharge  from  the  Hospital. 

No  other  cases  of  cholera  occurred ;  but  for  a  period  extending  from 
the  seventh  to  the  tenth  of  this  month,  there  occurred  several  sudden 
attacks  of  serous  diarrhoea  in  the  various  wards  of  the  establishment ; 
and  these  cases  were  observed  in  the  hospital  buildings  situated  at  the 
widest  extremes  of  the  grounds,  as  well  as  in  the  ward  where  the  last 
case  of  cholera  appeared. 

On  some  of  the  most  Important  Facts  respecting  Respiration.    By  Johk 
C.  Draper,  M.  D. 

It  is  the  object  of  this  paper  to  determine  the  following  fundamental 
£ftcU  respecting  respiration : — 

1st.  What  is  the  quantity  of  air  exhaled  in  one  minute  ? 

2d.  What  is  the  influence  of  rapidity  of  respiration  upon  this  quantity  f 

dd.  What  is  the  amount  of  wat»  excreted  by  the  lungs  in  one 
minute  f 

4th.  What  is  the  influence  of  the  rapidity  of  respiratory  movement 
on  this  quantity  ? 

Many  solutions  have  been  given  of  the  above  inquiries,  from  the  long 
received  assertion  that  there  are  seventeen  respirations  in  one  minute, 
and  seventeen  cubic  inches  in  each,  to  the  recent  experiments  of  Vierordt, 
which  show  that  there  are  sixteen  respirations  in  a  minute,  and  thirty 
and  a  half  cubic  inches  in  each.  Nor  is  it  difficult  to  account  for  the 
great  discrepancies  which  occur  in  these  statements,  when  we  consider 
the  manner  in  which  some  of  the  experiments  were  made ;  for  instance, 
in  determining  the  amount  of  air,  one  method  was  by  breathing  into  a 
graduated  gasometer,  and  displacing  the  water  contained  therein.  Now, 
if  we  recollect  that  the  normal  disturbance  of  pressure  taking  place 
during  placid  respiration  is  equal  to  only  one  inch  of  water,  we  see  how 
great  an  influence  this  method  of  performing  the  experiment  would 
have  in  falsifying  the  results. 

Another  element  of  error  is,  the  duration  of  the  experiments ;  in 
some,  the  quantity  contained  in  a  single  expiration  being  determined, 
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while  in  those  of  Yierordt,  which  are  the  best  we  have,  the  time  was 
only  one  minute. 

In  order  to  avoid  these  sources  of  error,  the  following  arrangement 
was  resorted  to. 

The  air  as  it  escaped  from  the  mouth,  was  conducted  into  a  metallic 
vessel,  kept  at  32^,  Fahr. ;  here  its  moisture  was  deposited,  on  account  of 
the  decreased  temperature.  A  thermomeler  was  placed  in  the  tube  which 
carried  the  air  out  of  this  condenser,  as  we  may  call  it ;  and  thus  the 
temperature  of  the  escaping  air  was  known. 

It  is  evident  that  by  the  use  of  such  an  instrument  all  error  caused 
by  the  influence  of  pressure,  would  be  avoided ;  for  it  required  no  more 
effort  to  expel  air  through  its  cavity,  than  it  does  to  drive  it  through  the 
trachea  and  the  narrow  chink  of  the  glottis.  And  from  the  increased 
weight  of  the  condenser,  the  amount  of  water  collected  during  an  exper- 
iment could  be  determined. 

Having  obtained  the  weight  of  water,  and  the  temperature  of  the 
air  as  it  escaped  fcom  the  condenser,  it  remained  to  determine  the  dew- 
point  of  the  air  as  it  escaped  from  the  mouth  ;  when,  by  means  of  the 
following  formula,  the  volume  of  air,  expired  in  a  given  time  could  be 
calculated  :  As  the  weight  of  water  in  one  cubic  foot  of  air,  at  the  dew- 
point  of  the  breath,  minus  the  weight  of  water  in  one  cubic  foot  of  air 
at  the  temperature  of  that  escaping  from  the  condenser,  is  to  1728  cubic 
inches,  so  would  be  the  weight  of  water  in  the  condenser  to  the  quan- 
tity of  air  expired. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  error  of  time,  which  has  entered  into  the 
researches  of  other  observers,  each  experiment  was  continued  for  the 
space  of  twenty  minutes ;  and  from  this  the  amount  per  minute  was 
more  exactly  calculated.  Having  thus  avoided  the  most  important 
causes  of  error,  we  may  now  proceed  to  give  the  results  of  some  observ- 
ations made  upon  the  above  principles;  and  first, — 

Of  the  amount  of  air  expired  in  one  minute, 

"Number  of  respiratioDB  in  one  minute,  16. 
Dew-point  of  breath,  94'*. 

Experiment  1, 619  cubic  incheiL 

2, 618     " 

8, 640     "        " 

4, 616      " 

5 621      " 

Average  per  minute,        ....  622      "        " 

Volume  of  each  respiration,        .        .        .  88.8.  *'        " 
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From  this  we  see  that  when  respiration  is  carried  on  at  its  normal 
rate  of  sixteen  movements  in  a  minute,  the  experiment  lasting  for 
twenty  minates,  there  are  exhaled  622  cubic  inches  in  one  minute,  and 
38  ^1^7  cubic  inches  constitute  the  volume  of  each  respiration,  repre- 
senting the  physiological  condition  of  the  function.  Let  us  now  see  the 
influence  of  decreased  rapidity. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  minimum,  I  breathed  during  the  same  space  of 
time  as  in  the  former  experiments,  but  at  the  rate  of  only  six  movements 
in  a  minute,  each  act  being  as  much  retarded  as  possible ;  thus  seeking 
to  obtain  the  smallest  amount  of  air  which  would  satisfy  the  system  • 
during  a  somewhat  lengthened  period  of  time.  The  results  of  the  observ- 
ations were  as  follows : 

Number  of  respirations  in  one  minute,  6. 

Experiment  1, 508  cubic  inches. 

"  2, 486      " 

8, 641      "         •« 

Average  per  minute,        .        .        .        .        511      "        " 

There  still  remains  to  determine  the  amount  which  is  exhaled  when 
respiration  is  hurried,  and  each  act  is  as  full  as  it  is  possible  to  make  it 
undei'  such  circumstances ;  thus  obtaining  the  greatest  volume  of  air 
that  can  be  introduced  into  the  lungs  per  minute,  the  experiment  being 
continued  for  twenty  minutes. 

The  result  of  one  trial  gives  the  following : 

Number  of  respirations  per  minute,  88. 
Experiment  1, 1077  cubic  inches. 

By  tabulating  the  foregoing  results,  we  obtain  the  following  : 

No.  of  respirations.  Cubic  inches  per  minute. 

6.  Least  amount  sufficing  for  wants  of  system,         .     511 

16.  .  Average  demand, 622 

88.  Utmost  extent  of  respiratory  operation,     .        .1077 

From  which  we  may  draw  the  following  conclusions. 

Ist.  The  amount  of  air  in  each  normal  respiration  is  88  ^  cubic 
inches,  the  number  of  acts  being  sixteen  per  minute. 

2d.  The  amount  of  air  introduced  into  the  system  depends,  for  the 
most  part,  on  the  rapidity  with  which  the  function  is  carried  on. 
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0/  the  water  exhaled  in  one  nUnute, 

For  the  solution  of  this  problem,  the  same  instrament  was  used  as  in 
the  experiments  given  above,  and  the  same  method  of  procedure  wab 
gone  through  with.  The  formula  by  which  the  results  were  calculated 
was  founded  on  the  preceding  one. 

By  means  of  it^  the  quantity  of  water  which  had  been  taken  from  the 
system  was  obtained,  throwing  aside  the  moisture  which  was  introdaoed 
during  inspiration,  and  which  has  been  a  frequent  cause  of  error. 

The  results  of  four  experiments  are  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  reBpirations  in  one  minute,  16. 

Dewpoint  of  hreath,  94®. 

Experiment  1.    Grains  of  water  per  minute,         .        .  4.8*78 

«  2.        "  «  "  .        .  4.689 

8.         "  "  "...  4.829 

"  4.        "  «  "  .        .  4.418 

Average, 4.416 

Let  us  now  consider  the  influence  of  the  rate  of  respiration,  and 
Ist.  Of  decrease  in  rapidity  of  movement. 

Number  of  respirations  per  minute,  6. 

Experiment  1.    Grains  of  water  per  minute,        .        .  8.602 

"  2.  "  *•  «  .        .  8.416 

"8.  «  «  "...  8.748 

Average, 8.686 

2d.  Of  increased  rapidity,  to  show  which  the  following  experiment 
is  given. 

Number  of  respirations  per  minute,  88. 
Experiment  1.    Grains  per  minute,       ....    ^.660 

Tabulating  these  experiments,  we  obtain  : 

No.  of  respirations^    6.    Grains  of  water  per  minute,   .    8.686 
•*  **        16.  "  *  **        .        4.416 

"  "        88.  "  "  "  .    7.660 

From  this  we  see,  that  the  quantity  of  water  exhaled  depends,  lUkB 
the  air,  on  the  rapidity  of  the  respiratory  act. 

These  experiments  were  all  continued  for  the  same  period,  viXf 
twenty  minutes.  They  were  all  made  at  a  temperature  of  56^,  and  a 
dewpoint  of  49^.     The  same  person  was  the  subject  of  each  experiment 


1866.]        Db.  Pobt'b  Ccms  of  Uhumted  Fraotwe.  337 


beiDg  a  healthy  adult,  weighing  130  lbs. ;  and  the  results  may  be 
summed  up  in  the  following  general  conclusions : 

Ist.  The  number  of  expiratory  acts  being  sixteen  per  minute,  each 
contains  88  ^^  cubic  inches  of  air. 

2d.  The  amount  of  water  exhaled  in  one  minute  at  a  temperature  of 
66®,  and  a  dew-point  of  49**,  is  4  ^Virtr  gi'ains. 

8d.  The  amount  of  water  and  air  exhaled  from  the  lungs  is,  for  the 
most  part  dependent  on  the  rapidity  of  the  respiratory  act,  increasing 
and  diminishing  therewith. 


Two  Oases  of  Ununited  Fracture  treated  hy  resection^  with  wire  suture. 
By  Alfred  C.  Post,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  University  Med- 
ical College. 

Casb  I. — Randall  HoUey,  printer,  bom  in  England,  «t.  22,  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  New  York  Hospital,  December  8th,  1846,  with  an  un- 
united fracture  of  the  radius  and  ulna  of  the  right  forearm.  Three 
months  before  his  admission,  a  deep  and  extensive  transverse  wound 
had  been  inflicted  with  a  saw,  dividing  both  bones.  Several  pieces  of 
dead  bone  have  since  exfoliated.  The  limb  has  been  supported  upon  a 
straight  splint  from  the  time  of  the  injury.  After  copious  and  long- 
continued  suppuration,  the  wound  healed,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
sinus,  which  still  remains  open.  No  bony  union  has  taken  place ;  and 
the  fragments  of  the  radius  and  ulna  move  upon  each  other  with  great 
freedom. 

Treatment, — The  forearm  was  firmly  compressed  by  splints,  applied 
to  its  palmar  and  dorsal  surfaces,  and  secured  by  a  bandage  so  as  to  pre- 
vent all  motion  of  the  fragments. 

Jan.  14th.  The  splints  have  been  removed  about  once  a  week ;  the 
ends  of  the  bone  well  rubbed  together,  and  the  splints  reapplied.  The 
mobility  of  the  fragments  continues  the  same  as  at  the  date  of  the  pa- 
tient's admission. 

Jan.  16th.  I  made  an  incision,  three  to  four  inches  long,  over  the 
posterior  edge  of  the  ulna,  at  the  seat/f  the  fracture ;  and  having  ex- 


838  Db.  Post's  Com  of  UhtmUed  Frackvre.       [July, 

poeed  the  ends  of  the  bone,  I  sawed  them  off.  I  then  made  a  transvene 
incision  acroes  the  posterior  aurface  of  the  foreann,  and  a  second  longi- 
tudinal incision  over  the  posterior  surface  of  the  radius.  I  found  a  Ta- 
oant  space,  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  length,  between  the  frag- 
ments of  the  radius.  I  judged  it  inexpedient  to  shorten  the  ulna  so 
much  as  would  be  required  to  bring  the  fragments  of  the  radius  in  con- 
tact. I  accordingly  drilled  a  hole  in  the  extremity  of  each  fragment  of 
the  ulna,  and  fastened  the  fragments  together  by  means  of  an  annealed 
iron  wire,  whose  extremities  were  twisted  together  and  left  hanging  out 
of  the  wound.  The  flaps  of  the  wound  were  then  brought  together  with 
sutures,  the  limb  placed  securely  on  a  straight  splint,  and  cold  water 
dressings  applied. 

Jan.  nth.  Slight  inflammation  about  the  wound.  Ordered  infus. 
sennse  com  p.  18  th.  Erysipelatous  blush  of  integument.  Directed  it  to 
be  painted  with  tinct.  iodine.  20th.  Sutures  removed.  2l6t.  Suppura- 
tion, with  unpleasant  odor.  Erysipelas  has  subsided.  Directed  com- 
presses, wet  with  a  dilute  solution  of  chloride  of  soda,  to  be  applied  over 
the  wound.  23d.  Wound  dressed  with  ung.  peniv. ;  occasionally  washed 
with  sol.  chlor.  soda  dilut.,  to  remove  unpleasant  odor. 

Feb.  6th.  Wound  is  nearly  healed;  granulations  occasionally 
touched  with  nitrate  of  silver. 

April  Yth.  Bony  union  between  the  fragments  of  the  ulna  has  be- 
come firmly  established.  There  is  less  mobility  between  the  fragments 
of  the  radius  than  before  the  operation.  In  attempting  to  untwist  the 
wire  suture  for  the  purpose  of  removing  it,  I  broke  the  wire,  and  a  por- 
tion was  left  imbedded  in  the  tissues  of  the  forearm. 

July  1 7th.  The  wire  remains  within  the  limb,  but  scarcely  occa- 
sions any  appreciable  irritation.  The  ulna  being  firmly  united,  while  no 
bony  union  of  the  radius  has  taken  place,  the  condition  of  the  patient  is 
much  better  than  at  the  time  of  his  admission ;  but  the  use  of  the  hand 
is  still  very  imperfect 

Cash  II. — Bernard  McDonough,  cartman,  set  41.  On  the  2d  Dec, 
1854,  he  fell  from  his  cart,  and  sustained  a  simple  fracture  of  the  right 
OS  brachii,  at  the  junction  of  the  lower  and  middle  third.  On  the  same 
day,  he  went  to  the  New  York  Hospital,  and  was  under  treatment  four- 
teen weeks ;  but  no  union  took  place.  He  had  been,  previously,  in  the 
daily  habit  of  using  alcoholic  drinks,  but  not  to  excess,  according  to  his 
own  account. 
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Oct  27th,  1855.  He  presented  himself  at  the  clinique  of  University 
Medical  College.  There  was  no  union  except  by  ligament;  the  frag- 
ments moved  freely  upon  each  other,  like  the  two  portions  of  a  flail.  I 
made  a  longitudinal  incision  upon  the  outer  side  of  the  arm,  and  exposed 
the  fracture;  after  which  I  carefully  divided  the  dense  fibrous  tissue 
which  united  the  fragments.  The  muscular  spiral  nerve  crossed  the  track 
of  the  fracture ;  Prof.  Van  Buren,  who  assisted  me  in  the  operation,  care- 
fully drew  it  aside,  so  as  to  protect  it  from  injury.  I  then  introduced  a 
chain  saw  over  the  rounded  end  of  the  lower  fragment,  and  sawed  it  off. 
After  cutting  off,  with  bone  forceps,  a  spur  of  bone,  I  turned  out  the 
lower  extremity  of  the  upper  fragment,  and  sawed  it  off  with  a  chain 
saw :  it  was  very  hard,  being  in  a  state  of  ebumation.  I  then  drilled  a 
hole  through  each  extremity  of  the  bone,  and  passing  an  annealed  iron 
wire  through  the  holes,  twisted  together  the  two  ends  of  the  wire  so  as 
to  hold  the  fragments  together.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were  then 
brought  together  with  fine  sutures  and  adhesive  plasters,  the  forearm  and 
arm  enveloped  in  a  bandage,  and  the  fracture  supported  by  four  splints. 
The  anterior  splint  was  connected  with  a  splint  on  the  anterior  surface  of 
the  forearm  by  means  of  a  brass  rod,  with  a  hinge  and  a  screw,  by  which 
the  elbow  was  maintained  in  a  state  of  flexion  at  a  right  angle.  The 
limb  was  supported  by  a  sling,  over  the  opposite  shoulder.  The  opera- 
tion was  performed,  at  the  patient's  request,  without  anaesthetics,  and 
was  borne  with  remarkable  fortitude. 

Oct.  29th.  Examined  the  wound^  and  found  that  the  edges  were 
adhering ;  but  the  limb  was  somewhat  swollen,  and  the  wire  had  disap- 
peared. 31st.  Removed  the  sutures.  The  greater  part  of  the  wound 
had  united  by  the  first  intention.  General  condition,  good.  The  patient 
has  walked  about  since  the  operation,  having  his  forearm  supported  by 
a  sling. 

Nov.  1st.  The  patient  complains  of  pain  in  his  arm,  and  in  the  epi- 
gastric region.  While  I  was  examining  the  wound,  it  burst  open,  and 
discharged  a  quantity  of  dark,  purulent  matter.  I  found  the  end  of  the 
wire  retracted  within  the  wound. 

Nov.  I'/th.  Every  thing  has  gone  on  favorably  since  the  last  report, 
until  within  the  last  three  days,  when  there  has  been  inflammation  of 
the  skin  and  cellular  tissue,  above  and  in  front  of  the  wound,  attended 
with  burning  pain.  I  found,  to-day,  distinct  fluctuation  about  two  inches 
in  front  of  the  upper  part  of  the  wound,  and  a  little  above  it.  I  made 
an  incision,  and  evacuated  more  than  half  an  ounce  of  pus.    20th.  There 
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has  been  a  conaidenible  discharge  of  pus  from  the  abeceas.  llie  original 
wound  is  nearly  healed.  The  swelling  has  subsided,  so  that  the  wire 
projects  half  an  inch  from  the  surface,  being  about  the  same  as  immedi- 
ately after  the  operation. 

January,  1856.  No  bony  union  has  taken  place.  On  attempting  to 
remove  the  wire,  I  broke  it  off  within  the  wound. 

The  causes  of  non-union  of  fractured  bones,  are  not  always  obTioas ; 
but,  in  the  two  cases  above  related,  I  think  there  can  be  no  reasonable 
doubt  as  to  the  agency  by  which  union  of  the  fragments  was  prevented. 
In  the  first  case,  the  fracture  was  compound,  the  injury  of  the  soft  parts 
very  extensive,  and  the  suppuration  copious.  The  extremities  of  the 
fragments,  bathed  in  pus,  lost  their  vitality,  and  subsequently  exfoliated. 
During  the  time  when  the  reparative  process  should  have  presented  its 
^  greatest  activity,  the  living  portions  of  tlie  respective  fragments  were 
separated  from  each  other  by  the  dead  portions ;  and  when  the  exfolia- 
tion was  complete,  the  vital  energies  of  the  part  had  been  exhausted  by 
long-continued  suppuration. 

In  the  second  case,  the  patient,  during  the  treatment  of  his  fraetnre, 
was  deprived  of  stimulants,  to  which  he  had  been  long  accustomed.  I 
believe  that  this  is  one  of  the  most  common  causes  of  non-union  in  frac- 
tures which  are  treated  in  public  institutions.  About  the  same  time  that 
McDonough  presented  himself  at  my  clinique,  I  had  under  my  care 
another  patient  with  ununited  fracture  of  the  os  brachii,  in  nearly  the 
same  situation.  This  patient  had  also  been  treated  at  a  hospital,  in 
which  he  had  been  deprived  of  his  accustomed  stimulus. 

Non-union  seems  to  be  more  common  in  fractures  of  the  os  brachii 
than  of  any  other  bone.  This  is  probably  owing  to  the  greater  mobility 
of  the  fragments ;  as  the  patient  is  usually  allowed  to  walk  about  with 
the  elbow  flexed,  and  the  forearm  and  hand  in  a  sling.  If  the  patient 
were  confined  to  bed,  with  the  elbow  extended,  and  long  splints  applied 
from  the  axilla  to  the  ends  of  the  fingers,  the  fragments  would  be  kept 
more  accurately  in  apposition,  and  more  completely  at  rest ;  and  there 
is  good  reason  to  believe  that  failure  of  the  reparative  process  would  be 
comparatively  rare.  As  other  injuries  are,  for  the  most  part,  more 
promptly  and  more  certainly  repaired  in  the  upper  than  in  the  lower 
extremity,  there  seeifts  to  be  no  reason  why  the  same  rule  should  not 
hold  good  with  regard  to  fractures,  if  rest  and  apposition  be  strictly 
maintained.  Prof.  Hamilton,  of  Buffalo,  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the 
profession  for  having  specially  directed  their  attention  to  the  importance 
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of  long  splints  and  an  extended  position  of  the  elbow,  in  the  treatment 
of  fractures  of  the  os  brachii. 

There  is  no  treatment  of  ununited  fractures  which  has  been  so  gener- 
ally successful  as  that  by  resection  of  the  fragments,  and  union  by  means 
of  a  wire  suture.  The  practice  of  wiring  the  fragments  together,  was 
introduced  by  the  late  J.  Kearney  Rodgers,  M.  D.,  of  this  city ;  and  I 
believe  that  all  surgeons  who  have  tried  it  are  satisfied  that  it  is  a  valu- 
able improvement  in  surgery.  As  far  as  my  observation  has  extended, 
the  operation  has  very  rarely  failed.  Its  failure  in  the  case  of  McDon- 
ough  may,  perhaps,  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  rest,  as  the  patient  in- 
sisted upon  going  out  and  attending  to  his  affairs,  during  nearly  the 
whole  of  his  treatment 

I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to  recommend  an  iDdiscriminate  resort  to 
this  operation,  in  all  cases  in  which  fractures  remain  ununited,  after  the 
usual  time  for  union  has  passed  by.  In  many  cases,  milder  methods 
will  succeed.  Among  these  means  are  the  careful  apposition  of  the 
fragments  with  suitable  splints  and  tight  bandages,  with  attention  to  the 
general  health ;  acupuncture,  with  electricity ;  and  drilling  the  ends  of 
the  bones.  I  may  also  mention  the  use  of  a  seton,  passed  between  the 
fragments,  and  worn  until  union  has  taken  place,  or  until  it  is  evident 
that  no  benefit  is  likely  to  result  from  their  continued  use.  But  when 
these  remedies  have  failed,  or  where  a  long  time  has  elapsed  since  the 
fracture  and  no  attempt  at  bony  union  has  been  made,  the  fragments 
being  very  loosely  connected  with  each  other,  I  think  that  the  only  ra- 
tional hope  of  securing  union  is  connected  with  the  resection  of  the  frag- 
ments and  the  wire  suture. 


Case  of  death  in  an  infant  in  consequence  of  a  Communication  between  the 
apex  of  the  Lrft  Lung  and  a  Fistulous  Track,  opening  on  the  posterior 
portion  of  the  neck,  near  the  second  cervical  vertebra.  By  G.  S. 
Bedford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women 
and  Children  in  the  University  of  New  York. 

C«  E.,  aged  four  months  and  nineteen  days,  was  born  on  the  26th  of 
November,  1855,  after  an  ordinary  labor  of  twelve  hours.  At  the  time 
of  his  birth,  he  was  a  remarkably  healthy  and  vigorous  infant;  was 
nursed  by  his  mother ;  and  continued  perfectly  healthy  until  early  in 
February,  when  his  bowels  became  much  deranged  in  consequence  of 
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the  improper  character  of  the  mother's  milk.  A  wet-narse  being 
obtained,  the  derangemeot  of  the  bowels  ceased,  and  the  child  continued 
to  enjoy  its  usual  good  health  until  the  26th  of  February,  when,  without 
any  apparent  cause,  it  screamed  every  time  it  was  moved,  and  appeared 
to  be  in  great  distress.  The  child^s  bowels  were  in  good  order ;  the  milk 
of  the  wet  nurse  was  excellent,  and  agreed  with  it,  the  child  taking  at 
all  times  freely  of  the  breast,  and  thriving  under  its  nourishment ;  the 
only  unnatural  feature  in  the  case  being  the  extreme  suffering  of  the 
infant  on  the  slightest  movement,  more  particularly  of  its  head.  Re- 
peated examinations  were  made,  but  nothing  could  be  detected  to  ao^ 
count  for  the  suffering,  until  the  3d  day  of  March,  when  a  small  tume- 
faction was  detected  on  the  upper  portion  of  the  neck,  on  the  side  of  the 
second  cervical  vertebra.  A  slippery-elm  poultice  was  immediately  or- 
dered, and  in  two  days  afterwards,  distinct  fluctuation  being  f<flt,  the 
abscess  was  opened,  and  there  escaped  a  wine-glass  fiill  of  purulent  mat- 
ter. The  child  was  immediately  relieved,  and  ceased  to  cry  on  motion. 
The  abscess  continued  to  discharge  freely,  and  it  was  soon  quite  evident 
that  fistulous  openings  were  forming  in  the  neck.  On  the  9th  of  March, 
a  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc,  gr.  i  to  ^  i  of  water,  was  thrown  duly 
into  the  sinuses,  with  some  apparent  good  effect ;  but  the  discharge  still 
continued,  and  the  sinuses  were  evidently  extending.  On  the  15th  of 
March,  the  infant  was  attacked  with  scarlatina  timpUx^  which,  however, 
soon  yielded.  The  sinuses,  one  rather  obKquely,  and  to  the  right,  the 
the  other  downwards  and  forward,  to  the  left,  continuing  to  increase,  I 
felt  some  anxiety  about  the  case,  and  requested  Dr.  Molt  to  see  it  on  2d 
of  April.  He  suggested  as  an  injection  3  i.  of  tincture  of  iodine  to  §  i. 
of  water,  once  a  day.  There  was  no  very  sensible  diminution  in  the 
discharge  for  several  days.  ^Considering  the  quantity  of  matter  dis- 
charged, it  was  remarkable  how  well  the  child  sustained  itself.  Up  to 
the  morning  of  the  13th  of  April,  nothing  unusual  occurred.  On  visiting 
the  infant  on  that  morning,  I  was  struck  with  the  change  in  its  appear- 
ance ;  it  was  evidently  in  a  state  of  collapse.  As  soon  as  I  entered  the 
chamber,  the  mother  told  me  that  about  7  o'clock  of  that  morning,  ^fae 
she  was  startled  by  a  peculiar  noise,  like  the  escape  of  air  from  the  open- 
ing in  the  child's  neck.  She  insisted,  as  did  the  nurse,  that  she  could 
not  be  mistaken.  If  her  statement  were  not  one  of  imagination,  the 
case  certainly  presented  a  very  serious  aspect ;  for  it  was  pretty  conclusive 
evidence  that  if  air  did  escape,  it  could  only  be  through  a  communication 
with  the  lungs.    The  sudden  state  of  collapse  gave  additional  weight  to 
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the  statement  About  two  hours  after  the  escape  of  air  was  heard,  the 
child  threw  up  blood,  which,  on  being  examined,  was  of  Ternrilion  color 
and  frothy,  and  evidently  came  from  the  lungs.  As  soon  as  I  heard 
these  facts,  I  was  anxious  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of  the  respiration ; 
and  on  applying  my  ear  to  the  left  lung,  both  anteriorly  and  posteriorly, 
I  found  no  respiratory  murmur  whatever ;  and  percussion  revealed  a 
dull  flat  sound,  at  the  upper  portion  of  the  lung. 

In  the  course  of  an  hour,  Dr.  Mott  saw  the  child  with  me.  It  con- 
tinued to  sink,  passing  occasionally  blood  from  its  lungs,  and  expired  on 
Tuesday,  14th  of  April,  at  3^  P.  M.,  just  ZZ\  hours  after  the  mother  and 
nurse  supposed  they  heard  the  emission  of  air  through  the  outer  opening 
in  the  neck. 

On  Tuesday,  15th  April,  at  1 1  o'clock,  a  post-mortem  examination 
was  made  by  Dr.  Alexander  B.  Mott  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Mott,  my 
son,  Dr.  Henry  M.  Bedford,  and  myself;  and  the  following  facts  were  re- 
vealed :  The  tract  of  the  sinus  on  the  left  side  of  the  second  cervical 
vertebra  passed  forward  and  downward  between  the  sheath  of  the  caro- 
tid artery  and  longus  colli  muscle,  terminating  at  the  apex  of  the  left 
lung,  where  ulceration  had  taken  place.  This  at  once  accounted  for  the 
unusual  phenomena  observed  before  death,  in  the  escape  of  air  through 
the  outer  opening,  and  the  passage  of  blood  from  the  lungs.  There 
was  pneumonia  of  the  left  lung. 

The  following  questions  very  naturally  present  themselves  as  con- 
nected with  the  above  case :  Ist,  Was  the  screaming  of  the  child,  for 
which  no  apparent  cause  could  be,  assigned,  due  to  the  pain  consequent 
upon  the  formation  of  a  deep-seated  abscess  in  the  neck? — I  think  so. 
2d,  Were  the  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  left  lung,  the  conse- 
quences of  the  communication  with  the  outer  opening  ? — I  think  so. 
dd,  Was  the  sudden  collapse  the  result  of  this  communication? — I 
think  so.  4th,  Under  the  circumstances,  could  science  have  afforded 
any  relief  to  the  child  ? — I  think  not.  5th,  Are  not  the  circumstances  of 
this  case,  <is  revealed  by  the  post-mortem  examination,  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  ib»  antecedent  history,  most  extraordinary,  and  do  they  not 
constitute  a  singular  and  interesting  exception  f — ^I  think  so. 

Internal  Derangement  of  the  Knee- Joint.    By  Gurdon  Buck,  M.  D. 
Attending  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Hospital. 

Under  the  above  title  the  late  William  Hey,  of  Leeds,  in  his  ^*  Prac- 
tical Observations  on  Surgery,  &c."  (Liondon,  1814),  has  described  an 
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ailment  affecting  the  knee-joint  anddenlj,  and  unaccompanied  by  any 
external  marks  which  would  disdoae  its  nature.  The  following  case 
corresponds  with  great  exactness  to  Mr.  H's.  description ;  and,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  one  of  rare  occurrence,  and  the  diagnosis  of  which  is  perplexing, 
a  report  of  it  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  columns  of  the  Times. 

On  the  morning  of  May  24th,  1856,  Mr.  S.,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  called 
on  account  of  a  lameness  of  his  left  knee  that  had  suddenly  occuned 
the  evening  before,  at  the  moment  of  rising  up  from  a  position  in  whidi 
his  knee  was  sharply  flexed  under  him.  He  could  now  no  longer  apply 
the  sole  of  his  foot  to  the  floor  in  walking,  but  was  obliged  to  bear  his 
weight  on  his  toes,  with  the  knee  maintained  in  a  slightly  flexed  position, 
and  as  if  ankylosed.  Any  attempt  to  straighten  the  knee  to  its  fbll 
extent  was  resisted  on  account  of  the  pain  it  produced,  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  anterior  space  between  the  inner  condyle  of  the  femur  and 
the  corresponding  head  of  the  tibia.  At  this  point  o/one,  pressure  gaye 
pain  when  applied  with  the  end  of  the  thumb  forced  deep  into  the  space 
between  the  bones.  It  was  thought,  too,  that  the  end  of  the  thumb  did 
not  penetrate  as  deep  into  this  space  as  in  the  other  knee.  There  was 
no  tenderness  on  pressure  of  any  other  part  of  the  joint  There  was  no 
swelling  or  other  change  in  the  form  of  the  joint  The  same  accident 
had  occurred  to  him  on  several  previous  occasions ;  but  Mr.  S.  had  been 
able  to  get  prompt  relief  without  surgical  aid,  by  having  the  limb 
stretched  and  repeatedly  flexed  and  extended.  In  this  instance,  how- 
ever, his  efforts  had  been  unsuccessful. 

Regarding  a  displacement  of  the  inner  semi-lunar  cartilage  forwards, 
as  the  cause  of  this  derangement  of  the  joint,  the  reduction  of  it  wss 
attempted  in  the  following  manner,  as  advised  by  Mr.  Hey:  The 
patient  being  placed  in  a  chair,  the  limb  was  raised  above  a  horizontsl 
position  and  the  leg  flexed  on  the  thigh  to  its  full  extent,  and  then 
extended  in  like  manner,  at  the  same  time  pressure  being  applied  over 
the  advanced  cartilage  with  the  end  of  the  thumb.  This  latter  move- 
ment of  extension  and  pressure  gave  severe  pain,  while  flexk)n  caused 
none.  This  maneuver  was  repeated  a  number  of  times,  till,  at  length, 
while  urging  the  extension  to  its  fiill  degree,  the  patient  suddenly 
grasped  the  knee  with  both  hands  and  begged  we  would  proceed  gra- 
dually, as  he  felt  the  cartilage  slowly  slipping  back  to  its  place.  In 
another  moment  he  sprang  upon  the  floor,  and  stamping  with  his  lame 
foot,  exclaimed  with  delight,  *^  I  am  all  right  again  !'' 
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Ciue  ofmppoiei  Idi^patkie  Dropty.    Bj  J.  P.  Batohbldbr,  M.  D. 

Miss ,  a  youDg  lady  of  sixteen,  of  sedentary  habits,  has  enjoyed 

uninterrupted  good  health  until  wiUxin  two  or  three  weeks.  Her  face 
is  bloated — ^particularly  about  the  eyes ;  lids  of  both  cedematous ;  has  a 
distressing  sense  of,  fullness  in  the  head,  but  no  headache-*indeed,  no 
pain  whatever  in  any  part  of  the  body.  Countenance  anssmic ;  lips  and 
tongue  pale ;  inferior  extremities  cedematous  between  the  foot  and  knee. 
The  oedema  commenced  about  the  ankles  and  extended  upwards  to  the 
knee,  without  affecting  the  foot.  The  cedematous  parts  were  very  firm-^ 
^most  hard — scarcely  pitting,  even  when  strong  pressure  was  made  on 
them  with  the  end  of  the  thumb.  Catamenia  regular,  but  had  been 
always  scanty,  though  attended  with  no  pain,  or  much  uneasiness,  or 
inconvenience  whatever.  Until  within  two  or  three  weeks,  her  health, 
as  stated,  had  always  been  good.  No  cause  for  this  sudden  effusion 
could  be  assigned.  Whenoe  this  invasion  of  dropsy  ?  From  the  mode 
of  attack  aAd  the  attendant  phenomena,  we  were  inclined  to  suspect 
disease,  either  of  the  kidneys  or  oi  the  heart.  First  of  the  kidneys : — 
The  quantity  of  urine  is  normal;  the  color  pale ;  specific  gravity  1010, 
1011,  or  *12 ;  has  little  of  the  urinous  smell ;  reddeos  litmus  paper  very 
slightly ;  does  not  coagulate  on  the  implication  of  heat  or  any  of  the 
3CidB ;  is,  in  fact,  very  little  affected  by  either,  except  that  it  is,  perhaps, 
rendered  somewhat  clearer  by  both.  Examined  with  the  microscope,  a 
few  fat  globules  were  discovered,  which  led  to  the  t^urmise  that  fatty 
degeneration  (a  very  rare  disease),  might  be  going  on  in  the  kidneys — 
one  or  both,  but  probably  not  to  any  considerable  extent;  which 
opinions  were  based  on  the  paucity  of  the  fat  globules  discovered  in  the 
urine ;  on  the  brief  duration  of  the  disease ;  and  also  on  the  fact  that 
there  appeared  to  have  been  no  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  water 
secreted.  This  last  circumstance  may,  however,  have  little  value  as  a 
criterion,  because  one  kidney  only  may  have  been  affected,  while  the 
other  performed  a  double  duty. 

Of  the  (Edema, 
**  Dropsy,  connected  with  disease  of  the  kidney,  may  commence 
with  the  respiratory  or  circukting  organs,  and  united,  either  from  the 
beginning,  or  as  the  effusion  proceeds,  with  disease  of  the  kidney ;"  or, 
^  commencing  with  disease  of  the  kidney  and  secondarily  affecting  respir- 
ation, or  circulation :  or,  the  kidney  may  be  the  only  organ  affected 
29 
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throughout  In  the  first  form,  the  STinptoms  indicating  that  the  kidney 
IB  becoming  involved,  are  siokneas,  yomiting,  purging,  pain  in  the  loins,, 
and  not  unfrequently  coagulable  urine.  The  second  form,  commencing 
with  the  kidney  and  involving  secondarily  the  respiration  and  drcola- 
tion,  begins  with  anasarca  only,  and  quickly  becomes  universal ;  and  in  a 
longer  or  shorter  time,  commonly  within  a  few  days,  symptoms  of 
inflammation  of  the  lungs  or  pleura,  or  of  both,  supervene." — Cydope- 
dia  ofPraetieat  Medicine^  Vol,  \^pcvg9  707. 

As  this  young  lady  is  of  a  consumptive  family,  and  from  all  appear- 
ance   is  herself  strongly  predisposed  to    consumption,  her   case  was 
closely  examined  in  reference  to  this  complication ;  and  although  there 
may  have  been  some  circumstances  favoring  this  view,  it  was  discarded, 
and  the  disease  analyzed  more  in  reference  to  the  heart  as  the  organ 
in  fault    The  pulsations  of  this  organ  were  regular,  feeble,  and  rather 
more  frequent    than    in    health — about    84    in    the    minute;    were 
quite  audible  in  the  epigastrium,  and  indeed  over  nearly  the  whole 
chest,  on  the  right  side  as  well  as  on  the  left,  but  less  clearly  pronounced. 
She  was  considerably  affected  with  palpitation  and  dyspnoea,  when  she 
ascended  a  flight  of  stairs  or  walked  with  only  a  slightly  increased 
rapidity.    These  symptoms  favored  the  supposition  that  the  heart  was 
involved,  and  might  possibly  be  the  primary  cause  of  the  dropsical 
effusion  ;  but  her  lips  had  at  no  time  exhibited  the  hue  usually  associa- 
ted with,  and  indicative  o^  disease  of  the  heart,  and,  moreover,  there 
was  no  disturbance  in  its  rhythm.    Rapidity  only,  and  not  irregularity 
of  action,  could  be  charged  against  this  organ.    The  flrmness  of  the  • 
oedematous  parts  and  the  suddenness  with  which  they  had  become  affected, 
seemed  to  warrant  the  suspicion  that  the  kidneys  were  in  fault;  but  the 
non-impressibility  may  be  accounted  for  by,  or  rather  imputed  mainly  to, 
t  e  suddenness  of  the  effusion  alone,  and  not  to  any  connection  with,  or 
dependence  on,  disease  of  the  kidney. 

This  patient,  under  the  use  of  digitalis  and  colchicum,  with  the  tar- 
trate of  iron  and  potash,  was  speedily  relieved.  What  was  the  precise 
nature  of  her  complaint? 
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^nimiritigH  iif  §mfys. 

L    NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 

Stated  meeting,  June  4,  1666.  In  the  absence  of  the  President, 
Dr.  J.  Bolton,  Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 

The  Committee  on  Admissions  recommended  for  Resident  Fellow- 
ship, Dr.  J.  H.  Hinton,  182  West  Twentieth  street,  graduate  of  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  1862 ;  Dr.  Isidor  Gltick,  691 
Broadway,  graduate  of  University  of  Vienna,  1847 ;  Dr.  Bradford  L. 
B.  Baylies,  Astoria,  New  York,  graduate  of  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  New  York,  1862;  Dr.  Frank  S.  Edwards,  169  Jane  street, 
graduate  of  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  N.  York,  1864 ;  and 
Dr.  Benj.  J.  Raphael,  646  Houston  street,  graduate  of  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons,  N.  York,  1839. 

The  Committee  further  reported  in  relation  to  the  nomination  of  Dr* 
Michael  E.  Foy,  which  was  rderred  back  for  further  inquiry,  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  had  called  upon  Dr.  F.,  and  had  also 
received  a  communication  from  him  in  which  he  denied  his  alleged 
connection  with  a  dnig  store.  The  Committee  thereupon  again  pre- 
sented his  name  to  the  Academy. 

In  relation  to  the  meaning  of  Article  8d  of  the  constitution,  referred 
to  the  Committee  at  the  last  meeting,  the  Committee  reported  that  the 
intention  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution  was  undoubtedly  to  confine 
Resident  Fellowship  to  practitioners  residing  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  recommended  that,  in  order  to  avoid  further  question,  the  Academy 
should  attach  a  definite  meaning  to  the  word  *^  vicinity  *'  employed  in 
the  article  referred  to.  Whereupon,  after  acceptance  of  the  Report  and 
discussion  thereon,  the  following  Resolution,  offered  by  Dr.  Watson  and 
amended  by  Dr.  Stevens,  was  adopted,  and,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Beadle, 
was  ordered  to  be  entitled  **  A  Resolution  explanatory  of  Article  III.  of 
the  Constitution." 

Resolved,  That  while  the  doors  of  the  Academy  are  always  open  to 
all  respectable  physicians,  yet  no  practitioner  residing  beyond  the  lim- 
its of  the  State  of  New  York  can  be  considered  eligible  to  Resident 
Fellowship. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  elected  Resident  Fellows :  Drs. 
Henry  Guernsey  and  H.  Gomez. 

The  Sections  being  called  on,  the  Section  on  Anatomy  made  a 
report,  recommending  for  publication  Dr.  Isaacs'  paper  on  the  structure 
of  the  kidney,  with  all  the  illustrations.  Dr.  Batckelder  remarked  that 
the  votes  from  the  various  sections  were  not  of  the  character  contem- 
plated by  the  originators  of  the  plan  of  the  sections.  They  were  now 
limited  to  a  bare  recommendation  to  print  or  not,  certain  papers  referred 
to  them.  The  committee  thought  that  they  should  analyse,  describe, 
and  give  full  and  critical  statements  of  the  character,  novelty,  or  any 
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peculiar  features  of  the  papers.  The  Section  on  Ifateria  Msdiea 
reported,  ginng  minutoe  of  a  diaoueaioo  in  the  eaction  conoeming  the 
value  of  the  Roohelle  Salt  in  rheumatiBm,  resulting  in  a  favorable  opin- 
ion of  its  effects.  The  section  also  reported  having  organised  for  the 
year  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Joel  Foster,  Chairman,  and  Dr.  Janes, 
Secretary.  The  other  sections  made  no  reports.  Reports  by  leave  being 
next  in  order, — ^the  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary^  Dr.  John  W. 
Green  (being  necessarily  absent),  presented  his  report^  "which  was  post- 
poned at  the  laat  meeting,  through  Dr.  Gardner ;  whiflh  included  a 
i«sum6  of  the  doings  in  his  department  since  the  iNrgnnisation  of  the 
Academy,  a  statement  of  the  present  condition  of  the  fbreigii  corre- 
spondences! and  a  correspondence  with  the  Department  of  State,  relative 
of  the  interchange  of  communications  througn  American  ministen  in 
foreign  countries  Appended  to  the  report  were  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted :  Resolved^  That  the  Foreign  Correapondinff  Secre- 
tary be  authorized  to  open  a  eorrespondenee  with  all  regular  Medical 
Societies  of  note  in  other  countries,  in  refeceniM  to  an  interebange  of 
Transactions. 

Besolvedf  That  the  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  be  authorised 
to  procure  an  official  seal  suitable  for  his  office. 

The  F.  C.  Secretary  also  laid  before  the  Academy  two  nuimbers  (8 
and  9)  of  the  Weekly  Journal  of  the  Imperial  Royal  Society  of  Physi- 
cians at  Vienna,  which  were  ordered  to  the  Library.  The  ceport  and 
documents  were  ordered  to  be  plaoed  on  file. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  having  passed  upon  bills  to  the 
amount  of  $290  42,  which  were  .ordered  to  be  paid. 

The  Treasurer  stated  that  ho  had  received  from  Dr.  John  Watson 
the  sum  of  $125,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  bills  for  printing  his 
Anniversary  Discourse.  Also,  that  Dr.  Watson  had  contriouted  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  $87  to  the  same  object 

On  motion  of  Dr.  McNulty^  the  thanks  of  the  Academy  were  ten- 
dered to  Dr.  Watson  for  his  donation. 

Dr.  McNvUty  inquired  when  the  Section  on  Theory  and  Practice 
would  report  on  the  subject  of  the  Yellow  Fever  at  Norfolk,  which  had 
been  referred  to  them  some  time  since. 

Dr.  Vandervoort  replied  that  owing  to  the  great  mortality  among 
the  Norfolk  physicians  who  had  remained  during  the  epidemic,  it  had 
been  impossible  to  obtain  the  data  necessary  to  make  such  a  report  as 
had  been  contemplated. 

Dr.  Balkley^  from  the  joint  committee  composed  of  the  Committee 
on  Publication  and  the  Librarian,  made  a  report  on  the  matters  referred 
to  tbem  at  the  last  meeting,  setting  forth  the  inexpediency  of  reprinting 
the  back  numbers  of  the  Transictions,  and  closing  with  the  following 
resolutions : 

Resolved^  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  present  to  republish  the  back 
numbers  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Academy, 

Eesolvedf  That  fifty  copies  of  the  first  volume  of  the  Transactions  of 
the  Academy,  when  completed,  be  bound  and  distributed  among  differ- 
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ent  bookseners  for  the  porpoee  of  sale.  The  report  was  accepted,  and 
the  resolutions  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Publication  having  asked  for  instrnctions  respect'^ 
ing  having  the  paper  of  Dr.  Simpson,  referred  to  them,  incorporated  in 
the  Transactions  of  the  Academy,  and  a  statement  having  t^en  made 
by  a  Fellow  that  this  paper,  which  was  read  to  the  Academy  at  the 
meeting  in  March  last,  had  been  alreadypublished,  it  was,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Stone,  and  after  debate, — Ordered,  Tbat  the  Committee  on  Publica- 
tion suspend  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  publication  of  Dr.  SimpsonV 
paper,  and  also  of  Dr.  Detmold's  paper,  which  was  based  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beadle^  the  order  of  business  was  suspended  ]» 
order  to  dispose  of  certain  documents  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary. 

The  letter  of  Dr.  P.  0.  Stewart,  dated  Edinburgh,  March  7, 1850,. 
was  then  read  and  ordered  on  file. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  John  Watson,  received  before  the  last 
meeting,  setting  forth  the  claims  of  Dr.  Wm.  W.  Reid,  of  Rochester,  to 
honor  for  bis  improvements  in  the  reductions  of  dislocations ;  and  offer' 
ing  the  following  resolutions : 

JResolvedy  1.  That  the  thanks  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medi« 
cine  are  due  to  Wm.  W.  Reid,  of  Rochester,  in  this  State,  for  his  valua* 
ble  improvements  in  the  treatment  of  luxations  at  the  hip  joint 

?.  That  a  gold  medal,  with  suitable  devices  and  inscription,  com- 
memorative of  the  aforesaid  improvement,  be  presented  to  Dr,  Reid,  at 
the  expense  and  in  behalf  of  this  Academy ;  and  that  the  intrinsic 
value  of  such  medal  shall  not  be  less  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

3.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  Academy,  with 
authority  to  devise  means  for  procuring  said  medal,  and  with  power  to 
carry  the  foregoing  resolutions  into  effect. 

Dr.  Alex,  H.  Stevem  seconded  these  resolotions.  He  felt  pride  as  a 
New  Yorker  in  this  invention  by  one  of  his  countrymen — the  profession 
should  honor  such  distinguished  merit — it  was  their  duty  to  claim  it  also 
for  America — it  is  now  &ing  used  in  London,  and  while  its  superiority 
to  any  other  method  is  universally  conceded,  yet  little  was  said  of  its 
American  origin— it  should  receive  from  the  Academy  some  token  of 
originalitv.  Dr.  Mott  was  expected  to  have  been  here  and  to  have  ad- 
vocated the  passage  of  the  resolution — he  gave  it  his  full  approbation. 

Dr.  ^arto*  wished  it  referred  to  a  select  Committee,  to  report  upon 
the  subject  in  its  general  bearings. 

Dr.  Batckelder  thought  the  first  case  of  reduction  of  the  thi^  hv 
manipulation,  was  by  Dr.  Smith,  of  Hanover,  about  1805.  He  himseu 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  demonstrating  it  on  the  dead  subject  He 
thought  that  Dr.  Reid's  success  was  owing  in  part,  perhaps,  to  the  in- 
strumentality of  chloroform. 

Dr.  Watson  said  that  it  was  not  pretended  that  exceptional  cases  of 
such  reductions  had  not  been  previously  made ;  but  the  claim  of  Dr. 
Reid  is  that  he  has  systematUBed  the  matter,  and  rendered  manipulation 
possible  in  all  cases. 

Dr.  Gardner  thought  that  there  were  other  discoverers  or  inventors 
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-more  worthy  of  such  a  dUtiogaishing  reward  than  the  person  selected ; 
-and  while  he  approved  of  the  Academy's  giving  testimonials  of  merit, 
he  thought  that  they  need  not  go  out  of  their  own  numbers  to  find 
•^ually  worthy  inventors ;  and  whereas  the  former  merely  substituted 
•manipulation  for  other  methods,  the  latter  had  discovered  a  method  of 
curing  ilU  never  bafore  relieved,  scarcely  palliated  in  any  great  propor- 
tion of  cases. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Barker,  the  letter  and  resolutions  of  Dr.  Watson 
were  referred  to  a  Special  Committee  of  three  to  be  appointed  by  the 
chair,  to  report  upon  the  whole  subject.  The  chair  appointed  Drs.  W. 
Parker,  Stone,  and  Markoe  such  committee. 

A  letter  was  read  from  J.  Foster  Jenkins,  resigning  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Publicatioo,  in  consequence  of  having  removed  out  of 
town.  His  resignation  was  accepted,  and  Dr.  George  Benedict  was 
chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Also,  a  note  from  Dr.  Joel  Foster,  announc- 
ins  the  receipt  of  forty-eight  copies  of  the  Transactions  of  the  State  Medi- 
cal Society  for  distribution  among  members  of  the  Academy,  and  invit- 
ing those  wishing  copies  to  call  upon  him  for  them. 

Unfinished  busioess  being  in  order,  Dr.  Van  Pelt,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  made  a  report  ooncerninff  .the  matter  referred  to 
him  at  the  last  meeting,  which  was  referred  back  to  him  with  power. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beadle^  it  was  then  resolved  that  the  subject  of 
Ununited  Fractures,  recommended  for  discussion  by  the  Section  on 
Surgery,  be  taken  up  at  the  next  meeting,  immediately  after  the  fourth 
order  of  business. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 


n.    NEW  YORK  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

ExtracU  from  the  Minutee.    Reported   by    E.  hn  Jokes,  M.  D., 
Recording  Secretary, 

Regular  Meetings^  March  26<A,  April  9th  and  2Bd,  1856. 

Regular  Meeting^  March  26,  1856. 

Dr.  Clark  exhibited  a  specimen  of  serous  eyets  of  the  kidney, 
removed  from  a  patient  affected  with  pleurisy,  accompanied  with  effu- 
sion on  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  but  without  pain.  From  January  to 
March  4th,  he  continued  to  attend  to  his  business,  though  at  times  he 
suffered  from  a  feeling  of  exhaustion,  and  from  attacks  of  paroxysmal 
dyspnoea.  From  the  4th  to  the  14th,  blisters  were  applied,  and  diuretics 
administered,  without  effect  At  this  time  slight  cedema  of  the  eye-lids 
and  feet  was  obserred.  The  urine  was  tested  and  found  albuminous. 
The  microscope  revealed  casts  in  abundance,  with  adhering  cells ;  some 
of  them  fatty,  and  some  markedly  granular. 

In  consultation  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  puncture  the  chest  (as 
the  dyspnoea  was  so  urgent),  and  evacuate  the  fluid.  The  operation  was 
performed  with  Wyman's  apparatus  (minute  canula  and  pump).    He 
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experieneed  much  relief,  and  immediately  laid  down  and  Blept  for  four 
hours,  vhioh  he  could  not  do  for  two  days  previous  to  the  operation, 
when  he  was  awakened  by  a  paroxysm  of  dyspnoea ;  the  next  day  at  10 
o'clock  he  was  easy  and  comfortable,  and  remained  so  for  twenty-four 
hours ;  when  the  dyspnoea  again  returned  and  continued  for  twenty- four 
hours,  when  he  died. 

The  dyspnoea  was  of  a  peculiar  sort^  not  such  as  is  produced  by  me- 
chanical obstruction,  either  in  the  air-passi^es  or  thoracic  cavities  ;  but 
seemed  as  if  the  involuntary  respiratory  influence  had  ceased,  and  respi- 
ration must  be  performed  as  an  act  of  volition.  He  would  tske  several 
full,  rapid  inspirations  in  succession,  then  the  breathing  would  grow  less 
4Kid  lees  deep,  till  it  seemed  almost  to  cease ;  again  the  deep  inspirations, 
succeeded  as  before  by  breathing  more  and  more  feeble. 

Post-mortem  examination  revealed  but  a  small  amount  of  fluid  in  the 
right  chest,  recent  lymph  on  the  side  tapped ;  an  old  patch  of  inflamma- 
tion on  the  pericardium ;  recent  lymph  over  peritoneal  surface,  and 
marks  of  old  peritonitis.  Nothing  else  of  note  observed,  except  a  num- 
ber of  serous  cysts  scattered  over  the  kidneys ;  their  surfaces  covered 
over  with  white  spots,  which  he  thought  evinced  the  highest  degree  of 
fatty  degeneration;  about  one-half  of  the  malpighian  bodies  were 
shrunken  to  one-third  their  natural  size,  and  invested  by  a  thick  tunic. 

As  to  the  source  of  these  serous  cysts,  Dr.  C,  thought  the  inquiry 
lateresting.  The  kidneys,  observed  Dr.  Clark,  present  no  perceptible 
dilatation  of  the  investment  of  the  malpighian  bodies ;  on  the  contrary, 
many  of  these  bodies  are  shrunken  and  invested  with  a  fibrous  tunic  as 
stated  above,  their  internal  organizatkn  being  no  longer  recognizable ; 
nor  was  there  to  be  found  any  closure  or  obstruction  in  the  uriniferous 
ductB,  no  irregular  enlargements  or  other  change,  except  what  is  usually 
found  in  fibrous  disease  or  degeneration  of  the  kidney.  The  epithelial 
lining  of  these  tubes  had  become,  in  some  portions,  fatty,  in  some,  gran- 
ular ;  but  none  of  the  cells  enlarged  or  changed  so  as  to  give  any  color  to 
the  opinion,  that  serous  cysts  are  produced  by  an  hypertrophy  of  these 
bodies.  Instead  of  any  of  these  changes,  and  perhaps  furnishing  a  key 
to  the  real  origin  of  serous  cysts,  cells,  of  a  kind  not  usually  found  in 
the  renal  tissue,  were  discovered  in  these  organs  in  great  abundance. 
Hieee  ceHs  are  deposited  in  the  stroma  of  the  kidney,  between  and  outr  . 
side  the  nriniferous  ducts ;  they  are  all  nucleated,  wiUi  transparent  walls, 
containing  some  granules  attadied  to  the  walls,  and  varying  in  size  from 
^^^  to  yIt  ^^  •^  *"^^  ^^  diameter,  irregularly  distributed  over  the 
kidneyrtind  disposed  to  form  in  clusters. 

The 'connection  between  these  microscopic  bodies  and  serous  cysts  so 
abundant  in  these  kidneys,  is  not  established  by  the  observation  of  a  cer- 
tain and  regular  size  from  one  to  the  other ;  but  the  existence  of  both  in 
the  same  organs  leads  to  the  conjecture  that  the  former  may  be  the 
origin  of  the  latter. 

Dr.  Marhoe  presented  a  specimen  of  suh-ungual  exostosis  removed 
from  a  young  man,  25  years  old,  which  made  its  appearance  five  months 
«ince,  as  a  wart  growing  under  the  Bail  «f  the  big  toe,  attended  by  ten- 
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dernean.  It  had  oontinaed  three  montht,  when  ita  tBorennngtise  and  tea* 
dern688  indaoed  the  patient  to  seek  relief.  Dr.  M.  wat  ooaaulted,  and 
found  the  integument  not  werj  tender,  and  this  warty  tnmor  growing 
out  from  under  the  nail,  attached  by  a  deep  base  to  the  phalanx.  L^ 
uor  potasse,  so  efficacious  in  remoTing  the  common  soft  com,  was  ap- 
plied,  giving  comparatiye  comfort  for  a  time.  The  tnmor,  however, 
again  increued,  and  the  pain  became  so  extreme  that  he  adriaed  ampu- 
tation of  the  toe.  He  removed  it«  and  the  tnmor  was  shown,  ex- 
tending from  the  extremity  of  the  toe  to  the  base  of  the  phalanx.  The 
disease  is  described  by  Dupuytren ;  and  in  Stanley's  work  on  diseaass  of 
the  bone»  a  full  account  may  be  found. 

Dr.  Detmold  had  observed  two  instances  of  this  disease ;  he  scraped 
it  off,  but  the  growth  reappeared.  He  then  nipped  it  off  with  the  for* 
ceps,  first  dividing  the  under  snrfisce  of  the  toe  down  to  the  bone,  leav- 
ing the  nail.    It  had  not  returned,  now  some  yeara  since. 

Dr.  J.  0.  Stone  presented  a  specimen  of  impeffaraU  anica,  oconrrmff 
in  an  infant  two  days  old.  When  called,  he  was  vomitiBg  a  greeaah 
matter.  The  probe,  on  being  introduced,  passed  up  one  inch,  when  it 
encountered  a  septum.  Fluctuation  being  apparent,  he  nerforated  wil^ 
a  bistoury.  Meconium  escaped,  and  there  also  was  considerable  h«mor- 
rhaffe,  so  much  as  to  render  plugging  with  strips  of  Unen  neoessary.  Hs, 
died  the  next  day.  FoihmarUm  examinati<m  showed  the  preeenoe  of 
two  or  three  ounces  of  blood  in  the  peritoneal  oavity,  and  a  laceration  at 
the  junction  of  the  gut  with  the  septum,  opening  into  the  abdomen. 

Dr.  Garrith  had  a  similar  case,  where  the  septum  waa  about  one  indi 
from  the  verge  of  the  anus ;  he  punctured  with  a  trochar ;  bougies  were 
introduced  for  three  months ;  the  patient  is  now  nine  montha  old  and  in 
perfect  health. 

Dr.  Agnew  desired,  in  the  presence  of  a  9tapkjfl<mMiou9  eye,  recently 
extirpated,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  certain  points  in  the 
pathology  of  ophthalmia,  which  would  seem  to  justify  the  more  frequent 
practice  of  extirpation.  If  it  is  true  that  inflammation  in  one  eye  may 
induce  or  maintain  disease  in  its  fellow,  and  that,  moreover,  the  qtump 
left  after  sinking  an  ^e,  may,  by  taking  on  morbid  action,  excite  in- 
flammation  of  a  destructive  tendency  in  the  remaining  eye,  then,  whv 
not  remove  the  diseased  and  sightless  globe,  or  an  inflraied  stump,  with 
a  view  of  stopping  or  curing  secondary  changes  of  the  fellow  eye.  And 
as  Mr.  Critchett's  method  of  extirpating  has  been  proved  to  be  witJiout 
risk,  why  not  extirpate  a  staphylomatous  globe,  instead  d  endeavoring  to 
sink  it,  provided  it  can  be  proved  that  the  coalescence  of  the  muscles 
which  are  cut  off  in  his  method  close  to  their  sclerotic  implantation,  fiir- 
nishes  a  movable  support  for  an  artificial  eye !  Having  seen  an  artificial 
eye  in  a  patient  upon  whom  Mr.  Critohett  had  performed  hSs  operatioUt 
he  can  teatify  to  its  nsefulnen  and  deception,  oj  this  way  may  we  not 
preclude  the  chances  of  a  diseased  stump,  avoiding  the  afcinoying  and 
not  uttfrequently  daagerous  primary  eflfoctSi  as  hsBmorrluffe  4ftet  cutting 
off  a  stq>hylomatous  cornea,  and  the  risks,  during  the  sufpnrali?^ 
process  of  sympathetic  translation,  Ac 
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He  desired  to  call  the  aUeiiti<m  of  the  Society  to  Mr.  Grit^ett'fl- 
valuable  paper  in  'the  November  number  of  the  London  Laneei^  and 
would  denre  to  eli(»t  from  membera,  facte  and  opinions  beating  upon  the* 
poiiit ;  for  if  the  reeults  ga^erod  m  l£r.  Critohett's  paper  are  true — and 
lie  is  a  gentleman  of  sound  judflrment  and  undoubted  veraoity-«-it  is  a. 
question  of  vital  importance  to  the  ophthalmic  surgeon. 

Beffular  Meeting  April  9^. 

Dr.  W.  O.  Livingston  presented  the  heart  of  a  Newfoundland  doff/ 
supposed  to  have  been  killed  by  leaping  from  a  window  in  the  fourUi 
story  of  the  building  in  which  he  was  usually  kept  He  was  found  dead 
early  one  morning  on  the  walk  directly  opposite.^  As  he  was  dways 
regarded  as  a  healthy,  and  a  remarkably  intoUigent  animal^  no  reason 
could  be  assigned  for  his  suicidal  leap. 

The  body  bore  no  external  marks  of  injury,  save  a  slight  escape  of 
blood  from  the  mouth.  Upon  taking  off  his  hide,  a  contusion  waa 
revealed  upon  his  left  haunch,  such  as  might  readily  be  caused  by  a  fall 
from  such  a  heicht.  The  brain  and  medulla  spina^s  were  quito  healthy^ 
as  were,  also,  all  the  abdomioal  organs,  save  a  numbw  of  recent  super- 
ficial lacerations  seen  in  different  portions  of  the  liver.  On  opening  the 
thorax,  Uie  right  pleurocardial  septum  was  found  broken  down,  a  large 
clot  filling  the  pericardium,  and  about  two  quarts  (more  or  less)  of 
fluid  ocou|>ying  the  right  pleural  cavity.  Upon  carefully  raising  the 
clot  from  Its  position,  a  laceration  was  discovered  in  the  walls  of  the 
right  auricle,  on  its  anterior  aspect^  about  an  inch  in  length,  with  jagged 
and  very  irregular  margins,  through  which  protruded  portions  of  &ree 
or  four  filamentary  worms,  resembling  very  closely  the  ^  mi  ^  of  the 
silk  worm  used  by  angers.  The  heart  was  now  separated  nam  its  con- 
nections and  carefully  examined,  when  ten  of  these  parasites,  varying  in 
length  from  six  to  ton  and  a  half  inches,  and  about  a  third  of  a  line  in 
diameter,  were  found  to  occupy  the  right  auricle  and  ventricle,  and  a 
single  specimen  was  found  in  the  pulmonary  artery. 

ProL  Daltony  who  very  kindly  examined  the  specimen  with  the  view 
of  detormining  its  charactoristic  and  zoological  position,  considers  it  a 
hitherto  undesoribed  speoies  of  spiroptera.  He  (Prof.  D.)  exhibited  to 
the  Society  the  genital  organs  of  we  male  as  seen  under  the  microeoope, 
showing  the  two  penes  and  convoluted  testes,  surrounding  the  straight 
intestinal  tube.  He  also  remarked,  that  the  sexes  were  about  equidly 
divided,  and  that  the  males  were  the  smaller  of  the  two,  having  also  a 
distinct  coil  in  the  anal  extremities.  A  preparation  was  here  shewn,  be^ 
belonging  to  the  museum  of  the  ^*  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,^ 
labeled  **  a  dog's  heart,"  filled  with  worms,  from  Hong  Eong,  China. 
The  two  specimens  appear  quite  similar. 

Dr.  Isaaci  remarked  that  a  number  of  years  ago,  while  in  the  ci^  of 
Baltimore,  he  examined  the  heart  of  a  dog,  which  died  from  the  ^cts 
of  an  operation  for  the  removal  of  the  spleen  ;  and  in  that  case  the  heart 
was  filled  with  apparently  the  same  species  of  womis.    Dr.  I.  also  added 
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that  in  his  case  the  animal  had  prenoiisly  exhibited  Bymptomt  of  dis- 
ease. He  was  short-breathed,  and  considered  asthmatic.  Here,  too, 
die  parasite  occupied  only  the  right  side  of  the  organ. 

Dr.  Canant  presented  a  mast  of  venereal  warfo  removed  from  a  yonng 
man,  21  years  old,  who  never  had  syphilis,  but  gonorrhosa  on  one  oo- 
•casion.  It  first  apppeared  in  July,  as  a  small  wart;  it  continued  to  in- 
crease until  it  attained  the  present  size. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  inquired  why  they  were  termed  venereal?  He, 
himself,  believed  that  they  had  no  connection  with  venereal  disease, 
-syphilis  or  gonorrhoea ;  he  had  seen  them  on  young  children.  They 
were  simply  warti,  altered  by  location,  and  occasionally  becoming  de- 
generated and  cancerous.  He  once  removed  a  mass ;  the  disease  re- 
turned as  epithelial  cancer. 

Dr.  Sayre  removed  a  similar  mass  from  a  boy  ten  years  old ;  no  re- 
turn of  the  disease  has  occurred. 

Dr.  Harrie  stated  that  he  had  removed  a  mass  of  warty  excrescences 
from  the  vulva  of  a  patient,  who  had  four  years  previously  been  operated 
upon  for  the  same  cause  in  Edinburgh.  No  return  had  occurred  nine 
months  after,  nor  had  she,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  ever  been 
affected  with  syphilis. 

Dr.  Bibblne  exhibited  four  specimens  of  fi«erom,  obtained  at  the 
Nursery  Hospital  five  years  since,  from  eaeee  of  eanerum  oris.  The 
disease  in  one  instance  involved  the  superior  maxillary  bones  on  either 
side  of  the  symphysis,  terminating  faully,  in  the  other  three,  the 
lower  jaw  from  the  angle  to  a  point  near  the  middle,  ending  in  recovery. 
The  ganmne  was  a  sequence  of  ulcerative  stomatitis,  beginnioff  at 
the  margin  of  the  gum  of  the  toolh  adjacent  to  the  part  of  the  cheek 
affected.  Patients  were  between  2^  and  4^  years  of  ace,  of  marked 
strumous  diathesis,  with  greatly  impaired  constitutions  from  repeated 
attacks  of  disease  during  their  stay  in  the  institution.  Removal  of  one 
or  more  teeth  and  the  thorourii  application  to  the  counted  portions 
with  a  swab,  doing  as  little  violence  as  possible,  of  a  wash  composed  of 
sulphate  of  copper  and  powdered  cinchona  and  water— made  three  or 
four  times  a  day  by  a  faithful  Dutch  nurse,  who  laid  the  children  across 
her  lap  with  their  heads  depending  so  as  to  admit  a  fbll  light  upon  the 
region  to  be  stimulated — probably  produced  the  favorable  results. 

The  opinion  was  advanced  that  cancrum  oris  may  occur  independent 
of  direct  mercurial  agency;  for  ulcerative  inflammation  of  the  mouth 
tending  to  gangrene  was  not  unfrequentlv  seen  in  children  who  had 
taken  no  medicine  for  three  or  four  months,  having  been  during  that 
time  in  the  nursery  for  the  well  upon  the  Island. 

Regular  Meeting^  April  23. 

Dr.  AUmzo  Clark  presented  a  specimen  of  hypertrophy  of  the  heart 
without  valvular  disease,  but  with  an  unusual  amount  of  atheromatous 
deposit  in  the  aorta,  which,  in  some  portions,  contained  ulcerations,  and 
in  others  were  bony  deposits.  It  was  obtained  from  a  aentleman  65 
years  old,  an  unusually  active,  energetic  person,  and  of  good  constitution. 
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Hb  habits  were  not  intemperate,  but  those  of  one  who  is  termed  a 
^  high  liver."  From  January  until  a  few  days  since,  he  attended  to 
business,  complaining  but  little,  and  that  chiefly  of  dyspepsia.  Some- 
time since  the  Ist  of  January,  disease  of  the  kidneys  became  evident 
on  examination  of  the  urine,  which  contained  albumen  and  abundant 
fatty  casts. 

The  case  is  interesting  from  the  fact  of  there  being  hypertrophy  to 
«nch  an  extent^  without  valvular  disease,  and  its  existence  ^r  so  many 
years  attended  with  so  slight  inconvenience,  and  the  large  amount  of 
atheromatous  deposit  in  the  aorta. 

Dr.  Clark  next  presented  for  Dr.  McCready,  a  hearty  showing  an 
unfirequent  degeneration,  a  fibrinout  or  atheromatous  deposit  on  the 
trictupid  valve^  the  amount  being  not  very  abundant  The  patient  died 
of  pneumonia  and  delirium  tremens.  I>r.  C.  also  presented  a  heart  re- 
moved from  a  patient  in  Bellevue  Hospital,  showing  rupture  of  one  of 
the  valves  of  the  pulmonary  artertf,* 

Dr.  Finnell  then  exhibited  for  Professor  Bedford,  a  portion  of  the 
left  lung  in  a  state  of  pneumonia^  removed  from  a  child  4^  months  old, 
which  died  on  the  14th  inst,  in  consequence  of  a  communication  between 
the  apex  of  the  left  lung  and  a  fistulous  track,  the  outer  opening  of 
which  was  in  the  posterior  portion  of  the  neck,  a  little  to  the  left  of  the 
second  cervical  vertebra  .f 

Dr.  Finnell  exhibited  an  uterus  removed  from  a  woman  upon  whom 
abortion  had  been  produced,  and  who  subsequently  died  of  peritonitis, 
with  the  following  history:  M.  McC,  aged  19  years,  being  about  four 
months  advanced  in  gestation,  was  desirous  of  having  an  abortion  pro- 
duced. She  was  advised  to  use  a  va{K>T  bath  of.  pennyroyal  and  tansy, 
and  remain  in  the  bath  at  least  twenty  minutes,  then  walk  to  42d  st 
and  back  again  to  her  residence  in  Spring  st.  as  quickly  as  possible,  also 
to  drink  freely  of  gin  and  tansy  before  leaving  the  house.  This  was  on 
the  7th  of  March.  On  returning  from  her  w^k,  she  complained  of  great 
distention  of  the  abdomen  by  flatus,  inability  to  walk,  and  a  feeling  of 
great  prostration.  At  the  end  of  a  week  labor  pains  came  on,  and  she 
was  soon  delivered  of  a  dead  foetus.  On  the  third  day  after  delivery,  she 
Boomed  well  enough  to  be  up ;  at  the  end  of  the  week  die  was  seised 
with  a  chill,  followed  by  fever,  which  terminated  in  death  on  the  428tli 
of  March,  three  weeks  after  delivery.  The  Autopsy  showed  extensive 
peritonitis  with  adhesion  of  all  the  abdominal  orsans  to  each  other ; 
about  a  pint  of  pus  was  in  the  pelvis  surrounding  me  uterus. 


*  ThiB  interesting  ease  will  be  published  in  ftill  in  our  next  number,  under 
the  head  of  Original  Commnnieations,  with  remarks  by  Dr.  Clark, 
f  Inserted  under  the  head  of  Original  Oommunicationa 
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Aeeidentt  in  the  Administration  of  Medicine. 

Paris,  ApHl  9ti^  1856. 

Tbx  Prefect  of  the  Police  has  recently  addresBed  to  the  ma^on  of 
the  rtrral  communea,  and  to  the  commiBBionen  of  the  poh'oe,  a  circn)tf 
relatire  to  accidents  caused  by  the  confiision  which  persons  nursing  the 
sick  are  liable  to  make  in  reg;ard  to  medicines  destined  to  be  ttken  in- 
temally,  and  those  reserved  for  external  use. 

'*  It  is  true,**  says  this  circular,  ^  that  with  a  riew  to  present  the  con- 
fosion,  apothecaries  ordinarily  indicate  by  these  words — uMtffe  extemed-^ 
that  the  medicine  would  be  dangerous  if  taken  internally.  But,  inde- 
pendently of  the  fiict  that  this  precaution  may  be  often  omitted,  it  is 
addressed  only  to  penons  who  know  how  to  read." 

To  remore  this  danger,  the  minister  pf  commerce  has  consulted  the 
conmiittee  of  public  hygiene  upon  the  measuree  proper  to  be  taken ; 
and  in  oomplianee  with  Uie  advice  of  this  Committee,  has  eetaUished 
oertain  regulations.  It  is  thought  the  end  may  be  attained  by  making 
it  obligatory  on  apothecaries  to  place  upon  the  vial  or  package  contain- 
ing poisonous  medicines  destined  for  external  use,  a  label  of  eomo  stiik* 
ing  color,  bearing  indication  of  sveh  use.  This  measure,  praetioed 
already  in  some  countries,  has  appeared  to  the  minister  to  merit  adop- 
tion in  all  the  departments ;  for  this  conventional  fllgn  oould  be  preserv- 
ative only  on  condition  of  beii^  uniformly  adopted. 

The  color,  ofmnge'redj  has  been  chosen  by  preference,  beoauie  it  is  of 
a  nature  to  strike  the  ev^.  Upon  this,  the  words,  medkinefDr  esttenud 
nee,  will  be  printed  in  black,  and  in  oharaetera  as  distinct  as  posaible. 

This  special  ticket  will  not  dispense  with  the  ordinary  label,  or  in* 
structicms,  which  ooflht  to  be  printed  on  vhOe  paper,  and  bear  the  name 
of  the  apodiecary,  the  designatioB  of  the  medicine^  and  all  the  indica* 
tions  necessary  ibr  its  administration,  dro.  A  certain  number  of  the 
orangt^-red  hheie  are  to  be  sent  to  toe  mayors  and  oommiasionen  of 
police  in  all  the  depertmenits,  that  this  prseautionary  measure  may  be 
uniformly  adopted.  Might  not  a  similar  system  be  adopted  for  the  United 
States,  upon  the  recommendation  of  t^e  American  Medical  Associa- 
ticDf 

DAVID  P.  HCHiTON. 
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Sihlinpptfiral  Xititm, 


The  Oauaes  and  Curative  Treatment  of  Sterility,  with  a  preliminaiy 
statement  of  tbe  physiology  of  generation.  With  colored  uthographs 
and  numerous  woodcut  illustrations.  ByAuousTtis  K.  Gardweb, 
A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Permanent  Member  of  Nat.  Med.  Association,  Fellow  of 
the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  *c.,  <kc.  New  York:  Dewftt 
if  Davenport,  160  and  162  Nassau  Street.    Pp.  170,  Svo. 

Dr.  Gaadnxr  regards  sterility  or  barrenness  in  the  female  as  almost 
always  the  conseouence  of  disease,  which,  in  a  vast  majority  of  cases, 
can  not  only  be  alleviated,  but  entirely  removed.  He  says,  that  ^  every 
woman  who  regularly  vMnsiruates  is  capable  of  leing  feeundaUd  under 
certain  conditions.''  After  a  pretty  full  and  clear  resum^  of  the  estab- 
lished facts  oonneeted'  with  Um  physiology  of  generation,  with  some  of 
the  theories  connected  with  its  details,  he  enters  into  the  consideration 
of  the  pathology  of  sterility,  enumerating  the  probable  as  well  as  the 
possible  causes  upon  which  it  may  depend,  passing  in  review  in  this  con- 
neetion  affections  of  the  vagina^  qflheoe  and  cervix  uteri,  dieeaeee  of  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus,  of  the  fallopian  iubes^qf  the  fimbriated  extremity^  and 
of  the  owury,  and  the  influence  of  fatness  in  producing  sterility*  The 
latter  third  of  the  book  is  devoted  to  its  theri^ieutics,  in  which  he  gives 
the  means  for  the  removal  of  these  causes,  as,  operation  on  the  hymen, 
treatment  of  strictures  of  the  vagina^  of  polypi,  cf  ulcerations  of  the  cervix 
uteri,  catarrh  of  the  uterus,  <tc. 

Dr.  G.  regards  obliquity  of  the  uterus  as  a  very  frequent  cause  of 
sterility,  but  says  that  by  far  the  most  common  cause  is  disease  of  the  os 
externum,  and  that  fecundation,  if  not  utterly  impossible,  is  at  least 
nearly  so  when  there  is  a  thick,  glairy,  albuminous  discharge  blocking 
up  the  08  externum.  He  believes  constitutional  syphilis  to  be  a  much 
more  frequent  cause  of  early  abortion,  from  an  imperfect  development 
of  the  ovum,  than  of  sterility. 

The  prognosis  of  our  author  in  cases  of  sterility,  is  certainly  more 
favorable  than  that  commonly  entertained  by  experienced  practitioners. 
He  thinks  that  in  the  vast  majority  of  females  it  may  be  predicted,  that 
entire  relief  can  be  afforded. 

Dr.  G*  deserves  the  credit  of  having  direoted  attention  to  diffetBnt 
diseases  and  affections  of  the  genital  organs  in  the  female,  which,  thou|^ 
more  or  less  familiar  to  the  practitiooer,  have  never  been  studied  so 
directly  in  their  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  sterility.  As  the  treat- 
ment of  such  affections  derives  no  peculiarity  from  such  bearing,  but 
little  more  is  given  us  in  this  part  of  his  subject  than  is  found  in  the  sys- 
tematic works  on  them.  In  this  as  well  as  in  some  other  points,  we 
aqust.  confess  to  some  disappoiutment  in  his  work,  and  do  not  think  that 
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be  has  done  jostiee  either  to  himeelf  or  to  bis  interestiDg  subject.  We 
bad  hoped  for  more  (acts,  and  more  of  the  results  of  bis  own  oksenrations 
bearing  directly  upon  the  patholc^  and  treatment  of  sterilitj,  than  he 
has  given  as,  and  for  a  worK  likely  to  prove  more  useful  to  the  profes- 
sion. The  field  was  to  a  certain  extent  an  unocoupied  one.  We  are 
aware  of  no  other  monograph  on  the  subject  in  our  language.  In 
the  work  of  Mr.  Whitehead  on  abortion  and  sterility,  only  twenty-two 
pages,  in  a  volume  containing  nearly  three  hundred  and  seventy,  are 
devoted  to  the  latter  subject,  and  of  this  small  number,  all  but  six  or 
seven  are  occupied  with  cases. 

The  mechanical  execution  of  the  book  is  deserving  of  the  high- 
est praise.  It  is  most  luxuriously  printed  on  paper  of  the  finest 
quabty,  and  rendered  attractive  by  five  beautifully  executed,  colored 
lithographs,  and  numerous  eoually  well  executed  wood-cuts,  a  part 
of  the  former  from  the  treatise  of  Dr.  Meigs  in  Vol.  VL  of  the 
Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Apsociation,  and  of  the  latter 
from  the  recent  valuable  work  of  Dr.  W.  Tyler  Smith,  of  London,  on 
leucorrhoea.  It  would,  however,  have  better  suited  our  individual  taste, 
had  these  beautiful  specimens  of  colored  lithographs  been  limited  to  the 
portrayal  of  diseased  parts  alone,  without  including  the  external  parts  of 
generation,  which  certainly  do  not  aid  the  professional  man  in  his  knowl- 
edge of  internal  disease;  while  the  practical  purpose  of  two  at  least  out  of 
the  five  would  have  been  equally  well  answered  by  plain  woodcuts.  Nor 
do  we  think  the  work  especially  embellished  by  the  engraving  which 
fiices  the  title-page.  If  thought  best  to  make  a  full  display  of  the  eiter- 
nal  organs  of  generation,  it  would  have  been  more  modest,  to  say  the 
least,  to  have  selected  some  other  place  for  such  an  exhibition. 

We  notice  that  the  same  enterprising  house  announces  as  in  pref«  a 
work  by  Dr.  Gardner  on  Abortion  and  Miscarriage,  and  also  the  speedy 
publication,  under  his  editorial  supervision,  of  Dr.  W.  Tyler  Smith's 
work  on  obstetrics,  now  in  course  of  publication  in  London. 

On  some  of  the  DtMeaiei  of  Womm  admitting  of  Surgical  Treatment. 
By  Isaac  Baker  Brown,  F.  R.  C.  S.  (by  exam.)  Surffeon-Accouch.  to 
St  Mary's  Hospital,  London,  Ac  d^c  Illustrated  by  twenty-four 
wood  engravings.  Philadelphia;  Blanchard  k  Lea,  1856,  pp.  2*76, 
oct 

We  are  happy  to  find  that  the  accidents  and  diseases  incident  to  the 
female  sex  for  which  the  aid  of  the  surgeon  affords  the  only  chance  i^ 
relief,  are  beginning  to  reoeive  that  attention  to  which  their  importance 
entitles  them.  The  amount  of  suffering  entailed  upon  their  unfortunate 
subjects  by  many  of  them,  and  the  serious  evils  in  their  train,  ffive  them 
a  claim  upon  the  profession  to  labor  for  their  relief ;  and  we  feel  pioud 
that  the  greatest  triumph  in  this  branch  of  surgery  was  achieved  by  one 
of  our  own  countrymen,  and  now  one  of  our  fellow-citisenB. 

Mr.  Brown  ffivea  us  in  his  work  the  results  of  his  long  and  devoted 
study  of  this  otass  of  affections,  and  of  his  management  of  them.  He 
divides  the  subjects  of  which  he  treats  into  two  sections: — I.  JHuaui 
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or  iMeeident$j  whieh  result  dirtetly  or  indirectly  from  parturition.  JL. 
Dieeases  or  aeeidentgof  the  female  organ  occurring  independently  of  prey- 
naney.  Under  the  first  head  he  describes  operations  for  1.  rupture  of 
perioemn;  2.  prolapsus  vagiDse;  3.  prolapsus  and  procidentia  uteri;  4. 
▼esico-vaginal  fistula;  5.  recto-vaginal  fistula;  6.  lacerated  vagina^ 
Under  the  eecoTid  head,  are  arrang^  operations  for  1.  polypus  uteri; 
2.  stone  in  the  female  bladder ;  8.  Tascular  tumor  in  the  meatus  urina- 
rius;  4.  imperforate  hymen;  5.  encysted  tumors  of  the  labia;  6.  dis* 
eases  of  the  rectum  resulting  from  certain  conditions  of  ihe  uterus ;  7.. 
ovarian  tumors. 

More  than  half  of  the  work  is  occupied  with  the  two  subjects  of  rup- 
'tured  perineum  and  ovarian  tumors,  to  the  former  of  which  over  sixty 
pages  and  to  the  latter  (an  affection  which  has  occupied  his  attention  since 
1880)  more  than  an  hundred  pages  are  devoted,  presenting  elaborate 
treatises  on  these  two  important  practical  subjects. 

Under  the  head  of  vesioo-vaginal  fistula^  Mr.  Baker  gives  due  praise 
to  the  ^  clamp "  suture  of  Dr.  Sims,  describing  the  operation  of  Dr» 
8.  for  this  accident,  and  giving  a  diagram  of  the  condition  of  the 
parts  presented  by  it,  Ac.  We  are  surpnsed  that  he  should  never  have 
heard  of  the  needle  for  deep-seated  operations,  invented  by  Dr.  Physick, 
until  it  was  brought  to  his  notice  by  Dr.  Wilkes,  of  this  city,  of  whom 
he  speaks  as  being  from  Philadelphia. 

The  work  of  Mr.  Brown  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  medical  litera- 
ture. It  is  evidently  the  production  of  one  who  describes  what  he  has 
himself  witnessed  and  done,  and  is  abundantly  supplied  with  cases  in 
illustration  of  his  views  and  practice.  It  is  the  only  one  in  our  lan- 
guage devoted  exclusively  to  this  class  of  diseases  of  women,  which  are 
for  the  most  part  imperfectly  discussed  in  the  standard  works  on  mid- 
wifery and  the  diseases  of  females,  and  without  definite  directions  re- 
specting the  more  important  operations  proposed  for  their  relief;  and 
must  therefore  be  acceptable  to  the  profession. 

Tramactions  of  the  State  Medical  Society.    Submitted  to  the  Legisla- 

ture,  Feb.  8,  1866.     Albany:  18d6,  pp,  264. 

• 

The  present  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  State  Medical  Society 
is  embellished  with  a  portrait  of  Dr.  T.  Romeyn  Beck,  one  of  its  former 
presidents,  whose  loss  our  profession  and  the  whole  country  have  recently 
been  called  upon  to  mourn ;  and  the  first  sixty  pages  are  devoted  to 
mementos  of  this  distinguished  scholar  and  public  benefactor,  nearly 
forty  of  which  are  occupied  with  an  eulogium  upon  his  life  and  character, 
in  the  form  of  an  anniversary  address  before  the  Society,  at  its  meeting 
in  February  last,  by  Dr.  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  President  of  the  Society. 

Reports  on  tubereuloeia  and  tubercular  pneumonia^  by  Dr.  0.  B.  Cov- 
entry, and  on  Beet  and  the  Abolition  of  Pain  in  the  treatment  of  Disease^ 
by  Dr.  Thomaa  W.  Blatchford,  are  then  given.  These  are  followed  by 
papers  on  the  treaimmit  ofpneumonia^  by  Dr.  Saunders ;  on  maligant  pue- 
tme  and  eercfuUms  ganyrene^  by  Dr.  H.  Townsend ;  on  fetation^from  coi- 
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tiion  toparturiticn^  hj  Dr.  Thomu  Goodsdl;  andoa«iMytl«tf  aaeous  tem* 
ort,  by  Di.  Alden  March,  Next  in  order  is  a  historic  no$iee  ^  didoear 
Hons  of  (he  femur f  hy  Dr.  Jas.  L.  Phelps,  of  this  city,  in  which  he  ^waids 
to  Dr.  Physick,  of  Philadelphia,  the  honor  of  having  first  reduced  a 
dislocation  of  the  femnr  by  the  mode  recently  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  profession  by  Dr.  Reid,  of  Rochester.  The  tenth  article  is  a  case  of 
chronic  nephriUe^  reeulting  in  dieorganizaUon  and  entire  obeorptMon 
^the  iubeiance  of  the  left  Udmsyy  communicated  by  Dr.  G.  J.  Fisher,  <^ 
Westchester  County.  Dr.  P.  Van  Buren  has  furnished  a  biognqfihioal 
sketch  of  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  Broadhead,  of  Clermont.  Columbia  Co., 
and  the  remainder  of  the  volume  is  taken  up  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Society  in  February  last,  list  of  officen  of  County  Medi- 
<»il  Societies,  honorary  and  permanent  nkemben,  ^  The  paper  of  Dr. 
March  is  illustrated  by  a  cut  representing  a  morbid  specimen  lemoved 
from  the  under  jaw  of  one  of  the  patients  whose  case  is  described.  Our 
limits  prevent  us  from  any  analysis  or  even  specual  notice  of  the  contents 
of  the  different  .papers,  of  which  some  of  them,  at  least,  are  worthy. 

A  Practical  Treatiee  on  the  Diteaeee  of  the  Teetie,  and  of  the  SpenneUic 
Cord  and  Scrotutn,  With  numerous  wood  engravings.  By  T.  B. 
CuBiiiKO,  F.  B.  S.,  SorgBon  to  the  London  Hospital,  £o^  d^.  Sec- 
ond American,  from  the  second  revised  and  enlarged  English  edi* 
tion.    Philadelphia :  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1856.   pp.  419,  8vo. 

This  work  of  Mr.  Curling  is  now  so  well  known,  and  its  merits  so 
highly  appreciated,  that  we  need  do  little  more  than  congratulate  our 
readers  upon  being  famished  with  a  handsome  reprint  of  the  second  En- 
glish edition,  revised  pnd  much  enlarged  by  its  distinguished  author. 
Tlie  progress  of  the  work  tbroagh  the  press  has  been  superintended  by 
Dr.  W.  H.  Gobrecht,  who  has  found  it  so  complete  in  its  recent  revision 
by  the  author,  that  he  has  only  introduced  some  illustrative  engravings, 
and  one  case  of  interest.  He  has  retained  a  few  of  the  notes  of  the  editor 
of  the  former  edition,  Dr.  P.  B.  Goddard ;  and  incorporated  in  their  appro- 
priate places  throughout  the  text,  the  cases  comprised  in  the  author's 
appendix.  The  reprint  contains  also  the  Anatomical  Introduction  of 
the  first  edition,  wmch  the  author  had  omitted  in  his  second,  and  which, 
by  a  different  typographical  arrangement,  is  now  retained.  A  work  so 
complete,  and  at  the  same  time  so  reliable  in  its  character,  and  embody- 
ing the  results  of  such  long  experience  as  that  of  Mr.  Curling  in  his 
study  of  those  diseases  of  which  it  treats,  is  one  which  the  practitioner 
can  hardly  afford  to  be  without. 

Headaches,  their  Causes  and  Cure,  By  Henry  G.  Wright,  M.  D., 
M.  R.  C.  8.  L.,  dpc,  <kc. ;  Physic,  to  the  St.  Pancras  Royal  Dispen- 
sary. New  York:  B,  8.  &  VT.  Wood,  889  Broadway,  1866.  Pp. 
140, 12mo. 

The  subject  of  this  unpretending  little  v<Jume  is  one  of  general  in- 
terest, there  being  perhaps  no  one  form  of  suffering  more  common  than 
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headache  in  some  one  of  its  varieties.  The  author  describes  these  dif- 
ferent varieties,  and  the  symptoms  of  each,  and  then  the  causes  and 
treatment  of  each  ;  and  has  presented  the  whole  matter  in  a  plain  and 
concise  shape,  which  renders  his  work  a  convenient  book  of  reference. 
He  treats  of  them  as  thev  appear  in  childhood  and  youth,  in  adult  life 
and  in  old  age ;  and  as  they  are  dependent  upon  the  circulating  system, 
the  digestive  organs,  or  organic  disease,  or  are  of  a  rheumatic  character ; 
and  without  presenting  anything  original,  describes  with  a  truthfulness 
which  every  practitioner,  and  especially  one  who  has  himself  been  their 
victim,  will  at  once  appreciate.  An  appendix  is  added,  containing 
formulae,  either  palliative  in  their  nature,  or  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
the  causes  upon  which  the  greater  part  of  these  painful  affections  are 
found  to  depend,  many  of  which  are  worth  remembering,  while  others 
partake  rather  too  strongly  of  the  polypharmacy  of  former  days. 


Materia  Medica  ;  or^  PJiarmacology  and  Therapeutics.  By  William 
TuLLY,  M.  D,  Vol.  I.,  No3.  16,  16,  and  17 ;  January,  February, 
and  March,  1856.  Springfield,  Mass.:  Published  by  J.  Church, 
M.  D.     1856. 

These  three  numbers  of  this  elaborate  work  include  the  Eresthistics, 
and  the  proems  to  the  classes  of  Euphraenics,  Oresthetics,  Antisbestics, 
and  Tonics,  of  our  author.  It  has  now  extended  over  or  about  eleven 
hundred  pages,  without  having  reached  the  end  of  the  first  volume. 


BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS  RECEIVED. 

The  Medical  Profemon  in  Ancient  Times.  An  Anniversary  Dis- 
course delivered  before  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  Nov.  7, 
1865.  By  John  Watson,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Hospital. 
Published  by  order  of  the  Academy.    New  York:  1856.    Pp.222. 

The  Transactions  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine ;  Vol.  I, 
Part  VII.  containing  a  paper  on  Atelectasis  of  the  Lungs. — By  S.  Co- 
nant  Foster,  M.  D.     New  York:  1856.    Pp.  17. 

Transactions  of  the  South  Carolina  Medical  Association^  at  the  extra 
meeting  in  Greenwood^  July  18,  1855,  an(£  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in 
Charleston,  Feb.  6,  1856.     Charleston,  S.  C. :  1856.    Pp.  64. 
30 
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Domestic. — New  York  Hosvitdl.'^PTot  W.  Parker  hu  been  cho«n  sur- 
geon to  this  institation  in  the  plAce  of  I>f .  Cheesman,  resigned. 

Dr.  V.  Mott  has  recently  tied  the  iotemal  iliac  artery,  for  the  second  time^ 
with  entire  snceess.  The  |)atient  was  a  yonng  woman,  who  was  soffering 
from  a  gluteal  aneurism  of  enormous  size,  resulting  from  a  stab  with  a  pen- 
knife when  a  child.  The  operation  was  performed  M>ont  three  months  sioca, 
and  she  has  now  recovered. 

New  Small-pox  Hnepiial-^We  are  happy  to  learn  that  the  new  Small-pox 
Hospital,  on  Blackweirs  Island,  is  nearly  completed.  It  is  well  situated  both 
for  isolation  of  its  inmates  and  for  ventilation,  and  its  architectural  merits 
are  said  to  be  of  the  highest  order,  and  its  internal  arrangements  very  judi- 
cious. Its  advantages  are  such  as  to  make  it  a  desirable  place  of  refuge  for 
strangers  in  our  city  who  may  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  the  victims  of  this 
loathsome  disease,  and  who  now  look  in  vain  for  those  comforts  and  thai 
attendance  in  hotels  which  such  an  establishment  will  afford. 

Registratim  of  Births  and  Deaths.-^The  new  City  Inspector,  6.  W.  Mor- 
ton, has  addressed  a  circular  to  physicians,  calling  their  attention  to  the  im- 
portance of  a  correct  registration  of  the  births  and  deaths  in  our  city,  and  ap- 
pealing to  them  to  make  prompt  and  correct  returns,  and  not  incur  the  penalty 
provioed  by  the  law  in  cases  of  refusal  or  neglect  He  offers  to  send  for  the 
returns  of  those  who  request  it,  and  will  leave  their  address  at  his  office.  No. 
6  Centre  street.  We  trust  that  every  practitioner  will  feel  himself  under 
obligation  to  comply  with  a  law,  the  important  bearings  of  which  upon  society 
are  so  manifest,  even  at  the  expense  of  some  personal  trouble.  These  retuins. 
are  required  to  be  made  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  each  and  every 
month. 

MelviUe's  Sutpenslory  Bandage,-— Our  attention  has  been  called  to  a  new 
suspensory  bandage,  marked  with  the  above  name,  which  seems  to  be  an  ex- 
cellent  article  of  its  kind.  It  is  made  of  silk  net-work,  and  very  neatly  fin- 
ished. Its  superiority  over  others  consists  in  its  nice  adaptability  to  the  parts, 
without  perineal  straps;  in  its  combination  of  the  desirable  qualities  of  elas- 
ticity, lightness,  and  strength ;  and  in  being  so  constructed  as  to  allow  the  free 
discharge  of  perspiration,  and  thus  not  heating  the  parts.  Messrs.  J.  ^  J. 
Coddington  are  the  agents  for  their  sale ;  and  they  may  also  be  found  at  the 
stores  of  most  respectable  apothecaries  in  the  central  part  of  the  city. 

Dr.  Mutter,  owing  to  ill  health,  has  resigned  the  chair  of  surgery,  longand 
ably  occupied  by  him,  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  and  has 
been  chosen  Emeritus  Professor.  Prof.  Gross,  of  the  University  of  Louis- 
ville, has  been  elected  to  supply  the  place  thus  made  vacant  Dr.  M.,  it  is  said, 
designs  to  present  to  the  College  of  Physicians,  of  Philadelphia,  his  valuable 
museum,  consisting  of  calculi,  bones,  wet  preparations,  casts,  models,  and 
drawings ;  and  also  to  endow  the  college  with  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars. 

Dr.  Joseph  Parrish,  founder  and  former  editor  of  the  New  Jersey  Medical 
and  Surgical  Reporter,  having  returned  from  Europe,  has  taken  charge  of  the 
Retreat  for  Imbecile  Children,  at  Germantown,  Philadelphia. 

New  Orleans  School  of  Medicine. — In  May  last,  a  new  school  of  medicine 
was  chartered  in  this  city,  with  a  faculty  composed  of  ten  professors.  The 
first  course  of  lectures  will  commence  on  the  17th  of  November  next,  and 


1866.]  Varia.  863 

continae  five  months.  As  one  of  the  requirements  of  graduation,  the  stu- 
dent is  obliged  to  attend  the  hospital  course,  delivered  by  the  professors  at- 
tached to  the  Charity  Hospital.  The  faculty  also  reserve  the  right  of  revok- 
ing the  diploma,  if  tiiey  become  satisfied  that  the  graduate  has,  at  any  time, 
engaged  in  irregular  or  unprofessional  practices. 

Prof.  Ackley  has  resided  the  chair  of  surgery  in  Geveland  Medical  Col- 
lege, which  he  has  occupied  since  its  organization.  He  was  regarded  as  an 
eminent  and  successful  surgeon,  and  a  brilliant  clinical  lecturer. 

University  of  Buffalo, — ^Prof.  Flint,  having  resigned  the  chair  of  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Louisville,  has  accepted  that  of 
*"  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathology  "  in  the  University  of  Bnfialo.  Prof.  Ed- 
ward M.  Moore,  of  Rochester,  has  been  appointed  to  the  chair  of  **  Surgical 
Anatomv  and  Surgical  Pathology,"  in  the  same  institution.  He  bears  the  repu- 
tation of  being  a  ready,  fluent,  and  practical  lecturer. 
I  Jefferson  Medical  College.  ^The  number  of  graduates  of  this  J 

i4i^^     from  the  first  commencement  held  in  1826,  to  that  of  1866  inclusive,  i 
*  ing  to  a  cata^gue  recently  published,  3,697. 

Hydrophobia, — ^Dr.  T.  W.  filatchford,  of  Troy,  in  his  paper  on  hydropho- 
bia, read  before  the  American  Medical  Association  at  its  late  meeting  in  De- 
troit, reports  the  following  curious  facts,  as  having  taken  place  in  Prussia : 

In  1810  there  were  in  that  kingdom  104  deaths  from  hydrophobia;  in  1811, 
117;  in '12,101;  in '13,86;  in '14, 127;  in '16, 79;  in '16,201;  in '17,228;  in 
'18, 260 ;  in  '19, 366 ,  making  a  total  of  1,668  deaths  in  10  years  m  Prussia  alone. 
It  is  mentioned  also  as  a  curious  factj  that  in  Cyprus  and  Egypt  hydrophobia 
never  has  been  known  to  occur.  It  is  believed  also  that  the  disease  is  incident 
to  no  particular  month  in  the  year,  as  statistics  show  on  the  whole  as  many 
deaths  at  one  month  in  the  year  as  any  other-rthere  being  no  real  difference 
between  summer  and  winter.  Dr.  B.  believed  that  the  constitutional  irasci- 
bility of  the  dog  was  the  true  etiology  of  canine  madness,  and  that  excision 
is  the  only  means  now  known  which  affords  any  reasonable  hope  of  success- 
ful prevention.  The  report  pronounced  as  an  utter  fallacy  the  general  idea 
that  the  dog-star  has  anything  to  do  with  the  origin  of  virus  in  the  dog,  or 
that  summer  has  any  special  preponderance  over  winter  in  the  existence  of 
eases  of  hydrophobia.  The  facts  submitted,  and  which  had  been  collected  by 
the  Committee,  show  the  following  facts : 

Out  of  72  cases,  64  were  bitten  by  dogs,  6  by  cats,  1  by  a  raccoon,  and  1 
by  a  cow.  Out  of  62  cases,  4  died  the  first  day,  9  the  second,  6  the  third,  18 
the  fourth,  4  the  fifth,  2  on  each  the  sixth,  seventh,  and  tenth  days ,  and  1  on 
the  twenty-first.  That  22  cases  occurred  in  March,  April  and  May;  17  the 
next  quarter ;  18  the  next;  and  22  the  last.  The  average  of  the  time  of  sick- 
ness  was  66  days ;  but  this  lengthy  average  was  enhanced  by  two  strongly 
marked  cases,  lasting  366  and  360  <iays  respectively.  The  usual  average  is 
41  days. 

FoREiair. — Relative  Mortality  of  different  occupations. — According  to  the  \ 

Fourteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Registrar-General  of  England,  the  relative  i 

mortality  of  farmers  between  the  ages  of  46  and  66  years  is  not  quite  12  in  a  1 

1000;  that  of  tailors  is  16.74  in  1000;  while  that  of  butchers  is  23.10  and  I 

that  of  inn-keepers  is  28.34  in  1000.    This  increased  rate  of  mortality  among  / 

butchers  is  an  unexpected  result  of  this  report,  that  occupation  being  generally  / 
supposed  to  be  favorable  to  health.                                                                 / 

Prof.  Owen  has  been  appointed  the  Head  of  the  Natural  History  Depart- 
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ment  of  the  British  Museum,  with  a  salary  of  £800  per  annum.  Being  emi- 
nently qualified  for  the  office,  his  appointment  has  given  general  satisfaction 
to  the  profession. 

Weekly  Mortality,  City.  For  the  toeek  ending  June  7,  1866,  337:— 
Consumption,  40;  apoplexy,  2;  disease  of  heart,  8 ;  pneumonia,  8;  croup,  7; 
searlet  fever,  15;  measles,  7;  small-pox,  17;  typhus  fever  including  ^  ty- 
phoid **),  5.  For  the  week  ending  June  14,  309 : — Consumption,  35 ;  apoplexy, 
3;  pneumonia,  13;  cholera  infantum,  6;  dysentery,  5;  croup,  10;  scarlet 
fever,  11;  measles,  3;  small-pox,  6;  typhus  fever  (including  '' typhoid  "),  9. 
For  the  week  ending  June  21,  324: — Consumption,  36;  apoplexy,  4; 
pneumonia,  10;  cholera  infantum,  2,  dysentery,  3;  diarrhoea,  7;  croup,  9; 
searlet  fever,  21;  measles,  8:  smalUpox,  15;  typhus  fever  (including 
^  typhoid '0)  4.  For  the  week  ending  June  28  ,372: — Consumption,  43; 
apoplexy,  3 ;  pneumonia,  10 ;  cholera  infantum,  12 ;  dysentery,  6 ;  diarrhoea,  8 ; 
croup,  8;  scarlet  fever,  18;  measles,  13;  small-pox,  3;  typhus  fever  (in- 
eluding '' typhoid  ")f  9. 

Notice. — We  regret  that,  owing  to  the  sickness  of  the  friend  who  has  fur- 
nished us  with  our  Meteorologicid  Reports  and  weekly  comparison  of  the 
weather  and  deaths  in  this  cibr  from  month  to  month,  we  are  unable  to  publish 
any  in  the  present  number  of  the  journal 
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DmD,  in  this  city,  June  3,  after  a  short  but  severe  illness,  Johh  K.  Towk- 

BfiKD,  Jr.  M.  D.,'in  the  29th  year  of  his  age. June  4,  Simon  Hazeltor, 

M.  D.,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age. In  Bergen,  New  Jersey,  June  6,  of 

typhoid  fever,  Henrt  B.  Mills,  M.  D.,  only  son  of  Rev.  Dr.  Mills,  of  Auburn, 
N.  Y.,  aged  26  years.  Dr.  Mills  was  a  graduate  of  Williams  College,  and 
received  his  medical  diploma  from  the  New  York  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons.  He  was,  during  the  past  year,  resident  physician  of  the  New  York 
Hospital,  and  was  about  locating  himself  for  the  purpose  of  practicing  the 
profession  of  his  choice,  and  for  which  he  had  qualified  himself  by  the 
improvement  of  the  advantages  which  he  had  eDJoyed,  when  he  was  removed, 

after  a  short  illness. In  Paris,  March  18th,  Dr.  N.  P.  Geedt,  aged  69  years, 

formerly  Professor  of  External  Pathology  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  Mem- 
ber of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  and  Surgeon  to  the  Hopital  de  la  Charite, 
author  of  several  works,  and  more  recently  of  a  treatise  on  Practical  Surgery. 
His  disease  was  pulmonary  consumption,  though  he  never  believed  himself 

laboring  under  this  fatal  affection. April    24th,  Henrt  Clutterbuck, 

M.D.,  aged  89  years.  Dr.  C.  was  the  author  of  several  essays  on  fever, 
inflammation,  and  other  subjects  connected  with  medicine ;  he  also  edited  the 
Medico- Ckirurgical  Review  from  1796  to  1809.  He  was  the  oldest  Fellow 
of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  and  occupied  the  chair  at  the  opening  meet- 
ing of  the  present  session. May  1st,  George  James  Guthrie,  President  of 

the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  aged  71  years.  His  death  was 
caused  by  disease  of  the  heart.  Mr.  Guthrie  commenced  the  study  of  medi- 
cine at  an  early  age,  and  when  he  was  but  sixteen,  received  the  appointment  of 
assistant  surgeon  to  the  29th  regiment.  On  the  experience  acquired  in  his 
Peninsular  campaigns,  Mr.  Guthrie  founded  his  valuable  contributions  to  mili- 
tary surgery,  which  work  has  been  much  enriched  by  the  results  furnished  by 
the  recent  Russian  campaigns. 
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Rupture  of  one  of  the  Valves  of  the  Pulmonary  Artery.     By  A.  Clark, 
M.  D. 

The  foUowiDg  case  was  reported  to  the  Pathological  Society  eight 
or  ten  weeks  ago,  and  I  supposed  it  might  be  considered  worthy  of  a 
place  in  their  pablished  Transactions.  I  expected  for  it  no  higher 
honor.  Bat  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Times,  on  receiving  a  copy  of 
these  Transactions,  has  returned  to  me  so  much  of  them  as  relate  to  thi» 
case,  with  the  request  that  I  would  present  it  as  an  Original  Communis 
cation.  He  suggests  that  the  accident  here  recorded  is  so  rare  that 
the  case  should  be  published  in  a  way  to  facilitate  reference  to  it,  should 
similar  be  hereafter  observed.  He  is,  perhaps,  right;  and  I  yield  to  his- 
request. 

The  report,  as  here  presented,  was  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Janes,  the* 
House  Physician,  under  whose  immediate  care  the  patient  was  treated. 
I  have  but  little  to  add  to  his  report.  There  are,  however,  three  or  four 
points,  each  of  which  may  merit  a  remark. 

1st.  A  murmur  with  the  heart-sound  was  almost  always,  while  the- 
patient  was  under  observation,  easily  distinguishable ;  yet  it  was  never 
loud,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  pulsations  was  so  great  as  to  render  it 
almost  impossible  to  fix  its  relations.  It  seemed  to  me  to  be  systolic- 
At  one  time  I  thought  it  was  most  distinct  over  the  middle  of  the 
proper  prsecordial  region.  At  another  time,  Drs.  El]k>t  and  Janes 
thought  its  greatest  intensity  was  at  the  base  of  the  heart,  and  over  the 
origin  of  the  great  vessels.  They  urere  probably  right.  It  did  not 
appear,  in  any  of  the  repeated  examinations,  to  be  diastolic;  yet  as  I 
supposed  the  mitral  valve  was  the  seat  of  the  rupture,  and  expected 
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therefore  a  systolic  murmur  if  any,  we  may  have  been  too  early  satis- 
fied with  what  appeared  to  be  such.  Besides,  the  distinction  between 
systolic  and  diastolic  murmurs  is  not  always  eaity  when  the  heart  is 
beating  at  the  rate  of  170,  or  even  at  144  times  in  the  minute. 

2d.  There  was  a  remarkable  congestion  of  the  scalp,  face,  and  neck, 
from  the  time  I  first  saw  the  patient  (April  1st)  till  her  death.  This 
did  not  subside  in  any  position  of  the  body.  The  jugular  veins  were 
always  as  large  as  the  little  finger,  but  no  pulsation  was  ever  noticed 
in  them.  This  congestion  of  the  surface  must  have  been  caused  by  the 
regurgitation  from  the  pulmonary  artery  into  the  right  yentricle,  and 
the  consequent  loading  of  the  right  auricle.  Since  the  autopsy,  I  have 
been  induced  to  consider  this  the  most  significant  fact  in  the  case, — the 
only  one  that  should  have  indicated,  with  any  degree  of  clearness,  the 
9eat  of  the  rupture. 

3d.  The  bleeding  from  the  lungs  was  a  very  striking  feature,  from 
the  time  I  first  saw  the  patient.  The  quantity  of  blood  expectorated 
could  not  have  been  less  than  a  pint  each  day.  It  was  a  steady  oosing 
from  the  pulmonary  vessels  through  the  whole  twenty-four  hours,  though 
the  quantity  was  not  strictly  uniform.  Yet  this  loss  of  blood  produced 
no  sensible  efifect  on  the  congestion  of  the  head  and  face.  This  bleediogv 
more  than  any  other  circumstance,  misled  me  in  the  diagnosis. 
Hnmoptysis  so  often  occurs  when  there  is  regurgitation  through  the 
mitral  valve,  that  I  hardly  thought  of  searching  farther  for  its  cause  in 
Diis  case.  But  the  autopsy  showed  that  the  aortic  and  mitral  valves 
were  both  sound.  The  tricuspid  valve  was  also  free  from  disease.  The 
muscular  tissue  of  the  heart  had,  to  some  extent,  undergone  the  fatty 
degeneration  of  Quain ;  but  this  could  not  have  produced  hiemoptysis. 
The  lungs  were  not  the  seat  of  any  of  those  changes  which  usually  pro- 
duce this  accident.  There  were  no  tubercles,  there  was  no  cancer.  In- 
deed, there  was  no  change  in  their  structure  but  such  as  seemed  to  be 
secondary  to  the  heart  losion.  The  rupture  of  the  pulmonary  valves 
must  have  caused  this  bleeding — but  how  f  The  point,  so  far  as  I  know, 
is  a  new  one  in  pathology, — how  regurgitation  from  the  pulmonary 
artery,  produced  by  rupture  of  its  valves,  can  cause  such  extraordinary 
leaking  from  the  pulmonary  vessels. 

4th.  The  mode  of  death  was  peculiar.  The  symptoms  which  im- 
m^ifttely  preceded  it  were  those  of  deep  narcotism.  The  right  heart 
seemed  to  lose  more  and  more  its  ability  to  receive  and  carry  forward 
the  venous  blood.    The  unaerated  fluid  drained  ofi^,  more  and  mora 
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-slowly  from  the  nenre-oenters ;  the  function  of  the  brain  gradually 
-ceased  ;  the  medulla  oblongata  became  less  impressible  by  the  respira- 
tory stimulus ;  the  left  heart  became  less  and  less  sensitive ; — and  so 
the  function  failed. 

Regarding  the  postmortem  appearances,  the  lungs  were,  as  is  stated 
hy  Dr.  Janes,  everywhere  crepitant  except  at  the  apoplectic  spots ;  yet 
they  had  some  of  the  fullness  and  much  of  the  color,  of  lungs  affected 
by  pneumonia  in  the  second  stage,— -of  a  dark  red  hue  throughout.  On 
cutting  into  them,  dark  blood  flowed  in  unusual  quantity.  In  a  word, 
they  were  deeply  congested.  The  pericarditis  was  slight;  and  there  was 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  it  had  materially  affected  the  issue.  It  had 
evidently  commenced  only  a  few  hours  before  death.  The  fatal  lesion 
was  a  separation  of  one  end  of  one  of  the  semi-lunar  valves  from  its 
attachment  to  the  pulmonary  artery.  It  had  been  torn  down  nearly  two 
lines  from  its  proper  connection,  so  that  the  fold  or  valve  of  which 
it  formed  a  part,  could  no  longer  meet  its  fellow  and  prevent  regurgita- 
tion. On  the  contrary,  this  portion  of  valve  in  diastole  would  yield  to 
the  reflux,  and  hang  downward  and  somewhat  into  the  right  ventricle. 
No  vegetations  had  been  formed  on  the  reddish,  torn  edge.  It  was,  how- 
ever, well  rounded,  and  somewhat  thickened.  It  could  not  have  pre- 
sented any  serious  obstacle  to  the  out-going  blood.  At  any  rate,  the 
obstruction  was  of  infinitely  less  importance  than  the  regurgitation; 
yet  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  physical  tignt^  correctly  studied,  an- 
nounced the  former,  and  at  best  left  the  latter  as  an  inference  from  the 
history  of  the  case  and  the  general  symptoms. 

A.  CLARK. 
266  Fourth  Avbnuk,  June  24,  1856. 


Case. — Ann  Ryan,  domestic,  aged  53  ;  admitted  to  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital March  29th.  With  the  exception  of  having  bad  the  small-pox 
and  typhus  fever,  the  patient  had  always  been  tolerably  healthy  till 
about  four  weeks  before  her  admission,  when,  after  an  exposure  to  cold, 
she  was  attacked  with  diarrhoea,  which  continued  till  her  admission. 
Three  weeks  before  her  admission,  while  in  the  act  of  lifting  a  heavy 
tub,  she  felt  something  give  way  under  the  left  shoulder,  and  immedi- 
ately fainted.  On  coming  to  her  senses,  about  an  hour  afterwards,  she 
felt  a  severe  pain  in,  and  violent  palpitation  of  the  heart.  Through  the 
remainder  of  that  day  and  the  succeeding  night,  she  had  frequent  fits 
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of  dytpnOBft,  and  for  the  two  foUowing  days  was  confined  to  her  bed  ; 
bnt  at  the  end  of  that  time,  she  was  able  to  get  np  and  walk  abont  the- 
room.  She  continned  able  to  do  no  fer  abont  a  week  or  ten  days,  when 
she  was  obliged  to  keep  her  bed  again  from  increasing  weakness. 

At  the  time  of  her  admission,  she  complained  of  pain  in  the  right 
hypochondriac  region,  diarrhoea,  want  of  appetite,  coogfa,  palpitation  of 
the  heart,  and  great  dyspnoea  on  exertion.  The  heart  was  beating  at 
the  rate  of  196  per  minnte ;  the  pnlse  conld  be  felt,  bnt  not  counted,  at 
the  wrist.  The  respiration  was  26 ;  cough  quite  troublesome ;  the  ex- 
pectoration, which  was  scanty,  consisted  of  mucus  streaked  with  blood. 
The  tongue  was  covered  with  a  thin,  yellowish  fur.  The  apex  of  the 
heart  beat  in  its  normal  position,  and  the  area  of  dullness  was  not  in> 
creased.  A  slight  murmur  could  be  heard  with  the  first  sound,  most 
distinct  over  the  base.  The  pulsations  were  so  rapid  that  it  was  impos- 
Mble  to  say  whether  or  not  there  was  any  diastolic  murmur.  The  res- 
piratory sounds  were  natural,  with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  sibi- 
lant rhonchuB. 

Ordered  Hoffman's  anodyne,  and  ammoniated  tincture  of  valerian. 
Whisky  was  given  moderately,  and  a  mustard  plaster  applied  on  the 
right  side. 

March  80. — The  patieot  felt  somewhat  better  than  the  previous 
evening;  had  several  short  naps  during  the  night;  had  fourscanty^ 
watery  evacuations  from  the  bowels,  and  vomited  once,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  yellowish  green  matter.  Pain  in  the  side  relieved  by  the 
mustard  plaster ;  physical  signs  not  changed  ;  pulse  188.  The  diar- 
rhoea continuing  quite  troublesome,  ten  grains  of  blue  mass  were  ordered 
at  night,  to  be  followed  in  the  morning  by  castor  oil  and  laudanum. 
Half  a  grain  of  morphine  was  ordered  at  bedtime. 

March  31. — ^The  patient  slept  better  than  usual,  and  had  no  passage 
from  the  bowels  during  the  night,  but  vomited  several  times.  In  the 
morning,  coughed  up  several  mouthfuls  of  dark,  bloody  matter.  Phys- 
ical signs  as  before;  pulse  1Y2.  Ordered  hydrocyanic  acid,  to  quiet 
the  stomach ;  but  that  producing  no  effect  upon  the  vomiting,  lime- 
water  and  milk  were  ordered  in  the  afternoon,  which  checked  it  Stim- 
ulants continued. 

April  1. — The  patient  slept  a  little  through  the  night  In  the 
morning,  the  bloody  expectoration  had  become  quite  copious.  At  the 
base  of  each  lung  a  sub-mucous  crepitus  could  be  heard,  but  no  dullness. 
Pulse  188.    Dr.  Clark  saw  the  patient  in  the  afternoon,  and  thought 
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the  murmur  was  most  distinct  half-way  between  the  base  and  apex  of 
the  heart 

April  2. — The  patient  slept  rather  better  than  the  night  previous ; 
thought  she  felt  some  better  in  the  morning.  The  expectoration  be- 
.came  more  profuse,  and  seemed  to  be  almost  pure  blood.  The  crepitus 
could  be  heard  more  distinctly,  and  over  a  larger  space  than  the  day 
before  ;  and  some  dullness  on  percussion  was  found  at  the  base  of  each 
lung,  most  marked  on  the  right  side.  Pulse  1?2.  The  diarrhoea  again 
became  troublesome,  but  was  readily  checked  by  opium* 

April  3. — ^The  bloody  expectoration  became  more  profuse ;  and  the 
patient  began  to  grow  gradually  weaker.  The  physical  signs  were  not 
changed.  The  stimulants  were  continued,  and  moderate  doses  of  mor- 
phine given. 

April  4. — About  11  o'clock  the  patient  grew  suddenly  worse;  the 
pulse  was  imperceptible  at  the  wrist,  tbe  hands  and  feet  became  cold, 
the  forehead  was  covered  with  a  cold  perspiration.  She  was  extremely 
restless,  and  unable  to  lie  down  more  than  a  minute  or  two  at  a  time. 
The  bloody  expectoration  was  more  copious  than  the  day  before.  Over 
about  two  thirds  of  the  lower  part  of  the  left  lung  behind,  and  over 
a  considerably  greater  extent  on  the  right,  sub-crepitant  r&les  could  be 
'heard ;  on  both  sides  in  front,  sibilant  and  sonorous  r&les. 

The  heart  was  beating  at  the  rate  of  144.  Carbonate  of  ammonia 
and  whisky  punch  were  freely  administered ;  and  in  a  short  time  the 
patient  became  easier,  and  continued  so  till  evening ;  when  her  respira- 
tions became  much  less  frequent  than  before.  At  12  P.  M.  they  were 
reduced  to  8  per  minute ;  the  pulse  was  92»  and  could  easily  be  counted 
at  the  wrist.  Tbe  hands  and  feet  were  warm ;  but  the  patient  was  in  a 
semi-comatose  state.  The  coma  became  more  and  more  profound,  and 
the  respirations  slower  and  slower,  till  4^  A.  M.,  when  they  ceased  alto- 
gether. 

Autopsy,  30  hours  after  death, — Decomposition  commencing ;  sur- 
face of  chest  and  abdomen  quite  green.  On  opening  the  chest,  the 
lungs  were  found  adherent  to  the  costal  walls  by  old  false  membrane. 
The  cavity  of  the  right  pleura  contained  about  six  ounces  of  serum, 
-deeply  colored  with  blood ; '  the  left  contained  about  four  ounces  of  a 
similar  fluid.  The  lungs  were  everywhere  crepitant,  except  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  anterior  edge  of  the  left,  about  the  size  of  the  first  joint  of  a 
Euan's  thumb,  and  a  spot  about  the  size  of  a  large  pea  in  the  same  lung, 
nrhich  were  solidified  by  an  apoplectic  e£fusion.    Liver  congested ;  spleen 
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ftoiall,  and  firmer  than  natural ;  kidneys  congested.  The  other  abdom- 
inal organs  were  healthy.  The  heart  was  very  flabby,  and  paler  than 
nathral.  On  the  pericardiom,  near  the  base  of  the  heart,  were  several 
patches  of  recently  effased  lymph,  looking  like  sanded  points,  llie 
mitral,  aortic,  and  tricuspid  valves  were  perfectly  healthy.  There  waa 
some  atheromatous  matter  in  the  coats  of  the  pulmonary  artery ;  and 
there  was  a  small  rupture  of  one  of  its  valves,  a  line  or  two  in  length. 

The  muscular  tissue  of  the  heart  was  found,  by  a  microscopical  exam- 
ination, to  be  fatty. 


Hptpital  Gangrene  ;  An  Inaugural  Thesis  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine,  College  of  Physicisns  and  Surgeons,  New  York.  (Pub- 
lished by  permission  of  the  Faculty).  By  Robert  Ray,  Jr.,  M.  D» 
New  York. 

On  referring  to  the  list  of  authorities  on  this  subject,  we  find  it  to* 
be  quite  short ;  indeed,  it  was  not  until  the  end  of  the  last  century  that 
any  definite  account  of  the  disease  was  written ;  as  far  as  we  know,. 
Pouteau,  and  his  successor,  Dussassoy,  both  of  them  Parisians,  having 
been  the  first  to  give  a  description  of  this  disorder.  This  was  in  1783. 
Not  long  after,  Sir  Gilbert  Blane  and  Dr.  Trotter  published  their  works. 
They  appear  to  have  studied  Hospital  Gangrene  principally  upon  ship- 
board. These  again  have  been  followed  in  the  present  century  by  Del- 
pech,  Boyer,  and  Larrey,  among  the  French,  and  by  Thomson,  Hennen, 
and  Blackadder,  in  England ;  while  at  present,  no  work  on  the  practice 
of  surgery  is  complete  without  an  account  of  the  disease.  Hospital 
gangrene,  then,  as  described  by  the  above-named  writers  under  the  vari- 
ous names  of  Gangroena  nosocomialis,  Pourriture  d^HOpital,  etc.,  etc.,  is 
a  species  of  phagedenic  ulceration  or  sloughing  which  attacks  the 
wounds  of  persons  confined  in  miasmatic,  ill- ventilated,  or  crowded 
apartments,  or  of  those  who  may  have  been  exposed,  even  though 
transiently,  to  the  effluvia  from  a  person  having  the  disease  upon  him. 
The  usual  mode  of  attack  and  the  progress  of  the  disease  are  as  fol- 
lows :  a  patient,  having  a  healthy  and  usually  granulating  sore,  sud- 
denly complains  of  a  severe  burning  pain  in  his  wound,  which,  on  ex- 
amination, is  found  to  present  one  or  more  points  of  a  yellowish-gray 
character  on  its  surface ;  or  else  a  black  dot  is  perceived  upon  some 
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part  of  the  circumference  of  the  ulcer.  These  affected  points  rapidly 
increase  in  number  and  in  size,  so  that,  often  in  the  course  of  twenty^ 
four  hours,  the  whole  surface  becomes  covered  with  a  characteristic 
substance  of  a  jellowish-graj  color,  tough,  and  adhering  quite  firmlj 
to  the  tissues  beneath.  Meanwhile  the  pain  increases,  the  edges  be- 
come tumefied,  everted,  and  of  /i  dusky  hue,  not  usually  surrounded  by 
much  inflammation  ;  and  whatever  may  have  been  the  previous  shat>e  of 
the  diseased  surface,  it  now  shows  a  marked  tendency  to  assume  the 
circular  form.  Matters  now  go  on  from  bad  to  worse;  the  ulceration 
rapidly  progresses,  destroying  in  severe  cases  everything  that  comes  in 
its  way,  muscles,  ligaments,  tendons,  and  even  bones,  it  is  said,  giving 
way  before  it — causing  repeated  hsemorrhages  by  the  erosion  of  the 
blood-vessels,  and  thus,  in  fatal  cases,  bringing  the  patient  to  the  grave^ 
his  nervous  system  being  prostrated  either  by  the  continued  loss  of 
blood,  or  by  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  disease.  The  constitutional 
symptoms,  however,  would  appear  to  vary  much  at  different  times,  and 
in  different  places ;  for  while  many  describe  these  symptoms  as  being 
the  consequence  of  the  local  trouble,  and  as  coming  on,  therefore,  at 
periods  varying  from  the  third  to  the  fifteenth  day,  others  afiSrm  that 
the  constitution  is  first  affected,  and  that  the  local  trouble  is  secondary 
to  it.  With  regard  to  the  tissues  most  readily  destroyed,  it  may  be 
said,  that  although,  in  aggravated  cases,  everything  gives  way,  in  the 
more  ordinary  form  of  the  disease,  the  skin  and  the  areolar  tissues  suf- 
fer most,  while  the  muscles,  large  blood  vessels,  and  tendons  resist  more 
successfully.  The  disease  appears  often  to  have  a  tendency  to  progress 
for  a  certain  number  of  days,  at  the  end  of  which  time  it  ceases  to 
advance,  appearing  therefore  to  be  self  limited.  To  this  rule,  however^ 
numerous  exceptions  will  be  found  to  exist;  indeed  many  writers  do 
not  appear  to  have  obeerved  it  at  all.  The  duration  of  the  ulcerating 
and  ploughing  procef^s  as  observed  in  the  New  York  Hospital,  ef'pecially 
during  the  summer  of  1854,  was  about  ten  or  eleven  days.  Bennet 
mentions  the  eleventh  day  as  being  often  critical.  As  this  period  is 
reached  then,  in  many  cases,  the  ulcer  having  ceased  to  spread,  the 
burning  pain  ceases,  the  gray  sloughs  are  separated,  the  edges  become 
flattened  and  approach  the  center,  while  granulations,  florid  and  abun- 
dant, are  seen  springing  from  every  part  of  the  surface.  The  rapidity 
with  which  large  chinks  left  between  the  muscles  by  the  sloughing  of 
the  areolar  tissue,  are  filled  up  and  obliterated,  and  the  wonderful  quick' 
ness  with  Y^ioh  the  largest  arteries  laid  bare  in  the  wound  are  enveloped 
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aad  hidden  bj  the  luxariant  g^nulatioiui,  has  been  a  repeated  sabject 
of  remark  by  the  surgeons  of  the  hospital ;  so  that  it  is  somewhat  straoge 
that  the  older  writers  do  not  i^pear  to  have  noticed  the  (act, — Hennen 
being  the  only  one  who  makes  any  allusion  to  it  at  all. 

The  subject  of  the  catues  of  hospital  gangrene  still  requires  a  great 
deal  of  study  before  it  can  be  satisfactorily  settled.  Its  origin  from 
direct  contagion  is  now  generally  admitted;  matter  taken  from  an 
affected  surface  being  capable  of  reproducing  the  disease  when  applied 
to  a  healthy  ulcer.  Hennen  goes  so  £sr  as  to  say  that  it  may  act  through 
the  sound  skin.  A  case  at  present  in.  the  New  York  Hospital  would 
:seem  to  show  that  its  spread  e?en  from  one  point  of  an  ulcer  to  the 
•remaiDder  of  the  surfiice  of  the  same  ulcer,  is  due  to  this  contagious 
property  of  the  discharge.  The  case  rderred  to  is  that  of  a  man  who 
had  an  issue  established  upon  his  back  for  caries  of  the  spine.  In  a  few 
days  the  center  of  the  ulcer  was  attacked  by  this  gangrene.  In  two 
4lays  more  the  whole  sur£sce  beneath  the  p<»ttt  first  attaoked  was  simi- 
lariy  affected,  while  the  portions  that  were  abowe  that  point  were  still 
bee  from  disease  some  six  days  later.  That  direct  contagion  is  only 
om  cause  is  proved,  however,  by  cases  occurring  at  times  and  in  places 
where  there  was  no  possibility  (^  accounting  for  it  in  that  way.  It 
Mwould  seem  often  td  arise  from  some  epidemic  constitution  of  the  atmos- 
phere, and  that  the  poison  thus  generating  it  is  closely  allied  to  that 
which  produces  typhus  fever,  and  other  similar  disorders.  This  suppcsi- 
^on,  though  ridiculed  by  Samuel  Cooper,  has  many  facts  in  its  frivor, 
<among  which  the  following  may  be  mentioned.  It  has  been  repeatedly 
AOticed  that  during  the  prevalence  of  hospital  gangrene,  a  great  many 
wounds  which  were  doing  well,  are  suddenly  retarded  in  their  process  <^ 
oure  by  assuming  a  dirty  or  a  sloii^hy  appearance,  which  passes  off 
spontaneously  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  Ulcers  partially  cicatrised 
are  very  apt  to  re-ulcerate  and  become  unhealthy,  simultaneously  with 
the  appearance  of  cases  of  hospital  gangrene  on  other  patients  in  the 
same  ward.  For  example,  a  fortnight  ago  a  patient  in  one  of  the  laige 
wards  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  was  attacked  with  this  gangrene. 
Within  a  day  or  two  after,  a  patient  in  the  same  ward,  whose  extensive 
bums  had  been  steadily  though  slowly  cicatrising  for  four  months,  had 
a  large  portion  of  his  cicatrices  re-ulcerate.  This  ulceration  extended 
for  several  days  and  then  ceased  ;  the  disease  still  continuing  to  progress 
on  the  patient  attaoked  with  the  affection  we  are  treating  of. 

Again,  in  1849,  the  disease  appeared  so  formidably  (yid  for  the 
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first  time)  in  the  wards  of  tbe  same  inatitutioQ)  that  it  was  deemed 
advisable  thoroughly  to  remodel  the  eotire  system  of  ventilation  of  the 
whole  establishment,  fX  a  very  great  expense.  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  allade  to  the  appearance  and  the  unprecedented  prevalence  of  typhus 
fever  throughout  the  city  of  New  York  at  that  same  period. 

Before  proceeding  to  speak  of  the  prognoHi^  there  are  one  or  two 
more  facts  which  I  shall  briefly  mention,  as  having  been  noticed.  The 
first  isy  that  specific  ulcers  are  nearly  exempt  from  this  disease — ^the 
patients,  for  instance,  who  are  in  a  hospital  with  the  venereal  disease 
are  but  seldom  attacked.  The  same  is  true  of  cancerous  growths, 
though  a  case  is  given,  farther  on,  constituting  an  exception  to  this  rule. 
In  the  second  plaoe,  we  will  notice  the  periods  of  exacerbation  which 
the  disease  presents  during  its  prevalence.  For  example,  in  a  large 
institation,  some  ten  or  twelve  new  cases  will  occur  within  two  or  three 
days,  and  after  that  scarce  another  patient  will  be  attacked  for  fifteen 
or  twenty  days,  when  another  group  of  cases  will  occur.  The  prognosis 
is  by  no  means  unfavorable  to  life — the  disease  being  more  to  be 
dreaded  for  its  retarding  the  cure,  enlarging  the  cicatrix,  and  for  solder- 
ing parts  together,  than  for  its  putting  life  in  danger. 

The  treatment  is  simple,  and  can  be  disposed  of  in  a  few  words. 
We  must  first  draw  the  line  between  the  cases  which  are  constitutional, 
and  those  which  are  local  at  first.  Of  the  former  we  see  but  little  in 
New  York.  The  first  symptoms  are  pain  in  the  head  and  in  the  limbs, 
coated  tongue,  ice^  followed  some  time  after  by  the  characteristic  local 
symptoms.  In  this  class  of  cases  we  should  doubtless  follow  the  direc- 
tions given  by  Hennen  and  others ;  namely,  emetics,  purges,  and  evacu- 
ants,  and  some  simple  local  application.  In  the  other  and  the  more 
common  form  of  the  disease,  we  rely  mainly  on  topical  applications, 
merely  supporting  the  system,  if  necessary,  by  tonics  and  stimulants, 
and  soothing  it  by  anodynes.  Locally,  the  best  plan  is  as  follows : — 
Cleanse  the  foul  surface  ofi"  thoroughly  by  water  and  pledgets  of  lint, 
and  then  cauterize  it  freely  with  nitric  acid,  kali  purum,  or  some  similar 
caustic,  and  then  make  some  local  stimulating  application,  such,  for 
instance,  as  a  yeast  poultice,  or  dilute  nitric  acid. 

The  French  are  very  partial  to  the  use  of  the  actual  cautery,  but 
that  is  never  used  in  this  country,  I  believe.  The  surfiMC  should  be 
cauterized  every  third  or  fourth  day.  Two  or  three  applications  are 
usually  sufiScient 

The  following  cases  illustrate  its  ordinary  course,  and  also  some  of 
its  occasional  peculiarities  : — 
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Caue  I. — ^Thit  18  an  ayerage  case  showing  the  ordinary  form  of  the 
disease,  and  the  treatment  employed.  Michael  Connor,  Ireland,  laborer, 
aged  29. — Admitted  into  the  New  York  Hospital  (Dr.  Cheesman  in 
attendance)  July  9,  1854.  Just  before  admission,  patient  got  his  foot 
caught  between  two  logs  of  wood,  thereby  completely  crushing  the  first 
three  toes.  Treatment^^The  remains  of  the  toes  remeFed,  and  the 
wound  dressed  with  cold  water.  9  cathartic.  July  IKA,  sutures  re- 
moved ;  an  erysipelatous  blush  is  perceived  about  the  foot ;  ordered 
poultice  and  9  ^pta.  Minder.  |  ss,  q.  4  h.  Juljf  14(A,  wound  suppur- 
ating freely.  July  19/A,  Doing  well — redness  entirely  gone ;  ordered 
to  be  dressed  with  ung.  peruv.  July  29th,  ulcer  continued  to  do  well 
until  to-day,  when  it  began  to  look  a  little  sloughy ;  ordered  yeaat  dress- 
ings. August  '1st  (Dr.  Van  Buren  m  attendance),  no  improvement ; 
ordered  to  be  touched  with  nitric  acid,  and  to  continue  the  yeast  cloths. 
August  2(f,  no  change.  August  4<A,  ordered  to  be  touched  with  chlo- 
roform, and  to  be  dressed  with  cloths  wet  with  sol.  chl.  sodse.  The 
ulcer  has  gradually  aipsumed  all  the  characteristics  of  hospital  gan- 
grene, and  is  still  spreading.  August  1th,  some  little  improvement — 
less  pain  ;  ordered  chlorat  potas.  grs.  zv.,  decoct  cinch.  %  ij.;  ter  in  die. 
From  this,  the  9th  day  of  the  disease,  the  ulcer  lost  gradually  its  pecu- 
liar features,  and  began  to  heal — patient  left  the  hospital  in  a  few  weeks, 
cured. 

The  beneficial  efiects  of  prompt  removal  tea  purer  atmosphere  were 
ascertained,  in  several  instances,  by  thereportsof  friends  of  patients  who 
were  removed  from  the  hospital  with  the  disease  upon  them.  Cue 
young  man  with  a  compound  fracture  of  the  leg,  who  was  sent  out  from 
the  hospital  with  the  wound  in  a  gangrenous  C'Ondition,  was  ascertained 
to  have  recovered  rapidly  after  leaving ;  whereas  had  he  remained,  am- 
putation of  the  limb  would  have  been  his  only  chance  of  life.  The  pro- 
priety of  amputating  with  the  disease  still  in  progress,  may  be  regarded 
as  an  open  question — the  experience  of  the  New  York  Hospital  shows 
cases  both  in  favor  of  and  against  an  operation. 

Case  U. — This  case  is  inserted  as  showing  that  the  disease  can  be 
developed  in  a  healthy  sore  which  may  have  been  exposed  to  contagion, 
notwithstanding  prompt  removal  to  country  air.    A.  B.,  boy,  aged  16 ; 

January  29, 1854— Dr.  J.  Watson  was  called  by  Dr. to  consult 

with  him  on  this  patient  at  Morrisania.  The  history  of  the  case  is  as 
follows  : — Some  tliree  months  before,  the  boy's  leg  had  been  amputated 
by  Dr.  Watson,  below  the  knee,  at  the  New  York  HospiUl.    Patient 
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did  well — ^the  Btump  bad  entirely  doeed,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
Bpot  of  the  sixe  of  a  shilling,  when,  a  day  or  two  before  going  home,  a 
man  affected  with  hospital  gangrene,  was  placed  in  the  bed  next  to  his. 
In  a  day  or  two  more  patient  went  home,  but  after  being  there  two  days, 
the  ulcur  began  to  look  sloughy ;  and  soon  the  whole  cicatrix  re-opened,, 
and  the  stump  put  on  the  characteristics  of  hospital  gangrene.  Dr.  W. 
first  saw  him  five  days  after  the  attack,  and  the  stump  presented  the 
tumefied,  everted  edges,  circular  form,  and  a  surface  covered  with  a 
tenacious  gray  slough,  etc.,  as  described  above.  The  wound  was  now 
well  cleansed,  and  then  freely  cauterized  with  kali  purum,  and  after- 
wards dressed  with  bal^.  peruv.  By  this  means  the  sloughing  was 
arrested,  and  the  high  constitutional  excitement  moderated.  Patient 
soon  began  to  recover,  and  the  wound  healed. 

Case  m. — ^This  case  shows  markedly  the  tendency  to  assume  the 
circular  form.  John  Green,  aged  64 — Admitted  into  the  New  York 
Hospital  June,  1856  (Dr.  Buck  in  attendance),  with  very  severe 
phlegmonous  erysipelas  of  left  leg,  of  some  two  weeks  standing.  Limb 
very  much  swollen,  and  very  tense.  Two  incisions  were  at  once  made — 
one  running  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  tibia,  and  another  one 
on  the  outer  margin  of  the  foot ;  patient  was  very  feeble.  Great  relief 
followed  these  incisions,  which  soon  began  to  granulate  nicely,  untit 
about  the  24th  of  June  (twenty-two  days  after  admission),  when 
portions  of  them  began  to  look  sloughy.  Several  smaller  incisions  had 
meanwhile  been  made,  to  give  exit  to  small  collections  of  matter.  One 
of  these,  a  little  above  the  external  malleolus,  looked  especially  un- 
healthy. It  was  ordered  to  be  freely  cauterized  with  acid  nitrate  of 
mercury,  and  dressed  with  ung.  peruv.  In  a  a  short  time  the  centra) 
portions  of  the  two  long  incisions  took  on  hospital  gangrene,  and  soon 
ulcerated  so  as  to  leave  a  surface  some  three  or  four  inches  in  diameter, 
circular  in  shape,  and  covered  with  the  gray  slough.  Meanwhile  the  ends 
of  the  incisions  continued  to  granulate,  and  finally  healed  up  entirely. 
The  ulcers  were  repeatedly  cauterized  as  above,  and  were  dressed  with 
yeast ;  but  notwithstanding  this  and  the  free  usei  of  stimulants  and  tonics^ 
they  spread  until  July  8th,  when  the  sloughing  ceased,  and  the  wound 
began  to  granulate  rapidly ;  the  patient  was,  however,  so  much  reduced 
by  the  repeated  hsmorrhages  that  took  place  during  the  progress  of 
the  disease,  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  he  will  survive.  This  case  alse 
disproves  the  assertion  made  by  some  that  the  disease,  when  once 
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it  attaekft  a  wound^  never  ttops  until  the  whole  of  the  aorboe  has  been 
affected. 

Ga8B  IV. — ^Thift  case  shows  the  entirely  local  character  of  the  disease 
in  some  caaeSf  and  the  mild  remedies  to  which  it  sometimes  yields, 
althoogfa  it  must  be  said  that  at  the  time  the  disease  was  decidedly  on 
the  decline  in  the  Hospital  generally.  A.  B.,  a  young  man,  was  obliged 
to  hare  two  of  the  adjoining  fingers  of  his  right  hand  amputated,  at  the 
New  York  Hospital.  The  stumps  soon  became  sloughy,  and  took  on 
the  features  of  hospital  gangrene ;  although  the  attack  was  not  so  active 
as  in  many  cases,  so  that  the  ulcers,  each  of  the  sise  of  a  fifty  cent 
piece,  enlarged  but  gradually.  This  continued  for  a  number  of  days, 
the  ordinary  treatment  being  employed  but  ineffectually.  One  morning 
the  stump  of  one  of  the  fingers  was  touched  with  arg.  nit.,  and  the  other 
stump  was  left  alone.  Next  morning  the  ulcer  that  had  had  the  arg. 
nit  applied  to  it  presented  a  perfectly  healthy,  granulating  surface.  No 
change  in  the  other  stump.  This  latter  was,  therefore,  now  treated  by 
the  same  remedy,  and  with  the  same  happy  result.  Patient  got  well 
after  this  without  any  further  trouble. 

Cask  V.-^This  case  shows  the  destruction  of  a  cancerous  growth  by 
hospital  gangrene.  W.  P.,  aged  65,  farmer — Has  had  an  ulcer  over  ' 
the  tibia  for  some  years.  A  year  ago  a  fungous  growth  sprung  up 
from  it,  and  has  gradually  increased  to  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg.  It  was 
pronounced  to  be,  to  say  the  best  of  it,  cancroid,  by  the  surgeons  of  the 
New  York  Hospital,  where  the  case  was  treated.  The  tumor  is  of  the 
epithelial  variety,  and  is  somewhat  pediculated.  It  was  treated  by 
mild  washes  at  first ;  but  in  about  ten  days  a  ligature  was  drawn  tight 
around  its  base.  Some  two  days  after  this,  some  sloughing  took  place 
around  the  edges ;  but  it  was  evident  the  tumor  was  not  strangulated. 
Three  days  later — the  8th  of  the  month — doughs  are  separating,  and 
are  seen  to  be  very  Buperfidal.  lOih^  does  well.  20<A,  appearances  of 
hospital  gangrene  were  to*day  perceived.  All  sloughing  from  the  liga- 
ture had  ceased  long  before.  The  sloughing  spread ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  ordinary  treatment,  did  not  cease  until  the  13th  day,  when  it 
stopped,  after  having  swept  away  the  entire  cancerous  growth,  injuring 
the  limb  so  much  that  the  leg  had  to  be  amputated.  Patient  lingered 
for  some  time,  but  finally  died  of  prostration  several  weeks  after  the 
operation. 

Many  more  cases  can  be  obtained  from  the  reciHrds  of  the  Hospital 
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dnriDg  the  summer  of  1854,  and  also  during  the  present  season.  Why 
the  disease  should  have  appeared  in  1854  and  1856,  and  tio^in  1855,  in 
the  same  baildings,  and  under  apparently  precisely  similar  cinmmstanoesy 
is  a  point  I  am  not  able  to  make  clear.  The  fact  is  there ;  and  it  must 
be  left  for  the  future  to  pronounce  upon  and  to  explain. 
Nsw  ToRK,  July,  1656. 


On  the  Uh  and  Abuse  of  Chemical  Baths.    By  G.  Huff,  M.  D.,  Lex- 
ington, Kentucky. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Nero  York  Medical  Times. 

DsAR  Sir. — Permit  me  to  hand  you  some  remarks  on  the  use  and 
abuse  of  chemical  baths,  which  may  lead  some  of  your  readers  to  give 
the  subject  due  consideration.    Very  respectfully,  yours, 

G.  HUFF. 

When  we  consider  the  deleterious  effects  of  mercury  upon  the  con- 
stitution at  times,  especially  when  its  use  has  been  injudiciously  perse- 
vered in  for  some  time  in  small  and  often  repeated  doses,  in  certain  con- 
stitutional diseases  in  which  mercury  is  commonly  resorted  to  as  a 
specific,  we  are  led  to  fear  that  it  often  proves  to  be  a  greater  evil  than 
the  disease  itself.  And  if  we  take  into  view  the  facility  and  certainty 
of  the  galvanic  action  in  the  elimination  of  the  deleterious  metals  from 
the  human  system,  and  its  practical  use  to  the  community,  its  applica- 
tion must  rank  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  discoveries  in  modem  thera- 
peutics. I  have  observed,  however,  through  life  that  the  more  valaable 
any  discovery  to  society,  the  greater  its  abuse  ;  and  in  no  case  has  this 
been  more  fully  verified  in  the  healing  art  within  the  last  half-century, 
than  in  the  transference  of  metals  from  the  human  system.  This  branch 
of  the  profession  is  left  entirely  too  much  in  the  hands  of  charlatans. 

Facts  proving  that  deception  has  been  practiced  to  a  great  extent 
have  come  within  my  own  observation  ;  and  recently  the  reputed  expe- 
rience of  the  editor  of  the  Louisville  (daily)  Journal^  in  the  supposed 
efficacy  of  chemical  baths,  and  more  especially  his  proposed  test  of  their 
action  by  means  of  ammonium,  have  caused  great  sensation  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  These  circumstances  led  me  to  make  an  experiment 
with  a  rabbit,  an  animal  that  never  had  taken  mercury  in  any  form ; 
and  I  herewith  forward  you  the  result,  viz.  a  copper  plate,  a  portion  ot 
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which  is  nicely  coated  with  a  light  metal  generally  known  as  tin.  By 
the  mercenary,  a  coating  like  this  is  continually  palmed  off  for  mercury 
taken  from  the  system  of  those  who  hare  supposed  themselves  sur- 
•charged  with  that  metal.  Those  persons  who  practice  such  feats  of 
legerdemain,  invariably  use  metallic  bath-tubs,  the  same  as  was  done  by 
myself  in  the  experiment  with  the  rabbit,  and  the  coating  of  light 
metal  upon  the  piece  of  copper  is  simply  a  deposition  of  tin  from  the 
tub ;  and  the  process  was  nothing  else  then  electroplating,  with  a  rabbit 
in  the  solution. 

Then,  again,  the  experience  of  the  editor  referred  to  proves  nothing, 
as  there  was  no  evidence  of  mercury  having  been  extracted.  The  sul- 
phide of  ammonium,  the  test  relied  on  by  him,  will  give  a  black  pre- 
cipitate with  lead,  copper,  bismuth,  tin,  and  lastly,  iron,  provided  the 
ttee  acid  be  neutralized,  which  may  be  done  in  this  experiment,  by  add- 
ing excess  of  sulphide  of  ammonia,  and  then  the  black  sulphide  of  iron 
will  be  precipitated  as  well  9S  with  mercury.  The  precipitate  of  mer- 
cury in  a  dilute  solution  turning  instantaneously  black  is  not  character- 
istic of  that  metal,  as  may  be  tested  by  any  person  by  merely  putting  one 
drop  of  a  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate  into  a  tumbler  full  of  water,  and 
having  stirred  it,  then  adding  a  few  drops  of  sulphide  of  ammonia,  when 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  precipitate  changes  from  a  lightryellow  quite 
rapidly  to  black  ;  but  unless  the  black  sulphide  be  reduced,  and  mercury 
obtained  from  it  in  a  metallic  form,  the  test  is  not  conclusive.  Had  a 
little  of  the  supposed  ^  black  sulphide  of  mercury  *'  been  dried  and  mixed 
with  cyanide  of  potassium,  or  carbonate  of  soda,  and  heated  to  redness 
in  the  sealed  end  of  a  small  glass  tube,  the  mercury,  if  preeent,  would 
have  been  sublimed  in  metallic  form  in  the  cold  portion  of  the  tube. 
But  it  does  not  appear  that  this  was  done,  and  consequently  there  is  no 
conclusive  evidence  that  mercury  was  obtained  from  his  system,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  he  was  probably  deceived.  The  bluck  sulphide  might 
have  been  either  the  protosulphide  of  tin,  or  of  iron,  which  change  may 
take  place  under  the  following  circumstances : 

1st.  If  a  patient  be  placed  in  a  metallic  bath  tub  of  copper  or  iron 
tinned,  containing  water  with  some  hydrochloric  acid,  with  a  bright 
plate  of  copper  under  his  feet,  and  the  negative  pole  connected  with  it, 
and  the  positive  pole  with  the  bathing  tub,  in  the  course  of  fifteen  min- 
utes or  less  after  the  battery  is  put  in  action,  the  copper  plate  will  be 
completely  coated  with  tin,  save  the  portion  that  was  covered  wiih  his 
feet ;  and  if  a  tumbler  full  of  the  solution  of  the  bath  be  tested  with  a 
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few  drops  of  sulphide  of  ammoDium,  it  will  give  a  black  precipitate  of 
protoBulphide  of  tin ;  which  it  would  not  have  done  previous  to  the  bat- 
tery having  been  put  in  action. 

2d.  The  same  effect  will  be  produced  if  the  patient  has  the  negative  * 
pole  in  his  hands,  with  his  feet  upon  a  polished  plate,  it  bein^  insulated^ 
and  the  positive  pole  in  contact  with  the  bathing  tub.  The  person  in 
connection  with  the  negative  pole  merely  serves  as  an  electrode  to  the 
plate  upon  which  a  deposition  of  metal  (tin)  is  wanted  for  deception. 
This  experiment  may  be  made  very  readily  by  any  person  having  a  bat- 
tery of  sufficient  power.  Persons  in  connection  with  a  battery  are  in 
this  way  led  to  believe  that  the  metal  thus  deposited  upon  the  plate  be- 
neath their  feet  passed  from  their  system,  as  they  felt  during  the  process 
{of  electroplating)  as  if  they  were  "  pierced  with  ten  thousand  needles.** 
This  would  answer  a  very  good  purpose  if  such  persons  would  recover 
from  their  infirmities  in  consequence  of  their  belief.  But,  alas  for  the 
poor  dupes  !  they  remain  without  benefit.  I  am  acquainted  with  a  per* 
«on  that  has  reaped  an  abundant  harvest  within  the  last  seven  months 
by  such  duplicity.  And  I  fear,  as  a  general  thing,  the  profession  is  not 
as  well  posted  in  electro-chemistry  as  they  should  be ;  as  I  have  known 
some  physicians  to  witness  the  modus  operandi  as  aforesaid,  and  sup- 
posed the  deposit  of  tin  upon  copper  was  the  **  Simon  pure  "  from  the 
human  system. 

3.  If  a  zinc  bathing  tub  be  used  under  the  same  circumstances  as 
the  preceding,  the  same  effect  upon  a  polished  plate  will  follow,  and  the 
solution  will  give  a  blackish  precipitate,  which  is  owing  to  the  iron 
always  being  present  in  the  commercial  ainc,  which  latter,  when  pure 
gives  from  its  neutral  solution  a  white  precipitate.  It  is  always  neces- 
sary to  add  the  sulphide  of  ammonium  in  slight  excess  to  neutralize  the 
acid  of  the  bath,  as  the  iron  will  not  precipitate  in  acid  solutions.  If 
there  is  much  organic  matter  present  in  an  acid  balh,  the  sulphide  of 
ammonium  will  give  a  dirty  sulphur  precipitate. 

It  is  certain  that  very  few  persons  in  any  community  are  aware  that 
tin  can  be  eliminated  in  solution  from  a  bath-tub,  and  deposited  upon  a 
plate  of  copper  within  the  said  tub ;  hence  the  credulity  of  the  public 
is  taxed  by  those  who  are  greedy  of  gain.  In  order  to  manage  fairly 
and  effectually  those  persons  who  suppose  themselves  surcharged  with 
mercury,  all  metallic  bath  tubs  should  be  dispensed  with,  and  thoee  only 
should  be  used  which  are  made  of  a  non-conducting  material,  such  as 
porcelain,  stone,  glass  or  marble.     A  simple  porcelain  foot-tub  is  as  good 
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utensil  m  cao  be  used  for  the  purpose,  as  it  is  not  at  all  neceaaary  to  im- 
merse  the  whole  person ;  the  immersion  of  the  feet  in  only  a  few  inches 
.  of  the  solution  being  all  that  is  required  fbr  the  process  of  transfening 
metals  from  the  human  system. 

It  is  truly  unfortunate  that  the  medical  profession  should  be  so  pre^ 
judioed  against  other  modes  of  treating  diseases  than  such  as  they 
learned  in  early  life,  just  as  if  science  is  not  progressive.  If  such  preju- 
dices did  not  exist,  the  public  would  not  suffer  so  much  by  empiricism ; 
and  if  they  patronize  men  without  science,  it  is  certain  that  they  hare 
lost  confidence  in  legitimate  practice. 

Lkiikotor,  Ey.,  AprU,  1866. 


I.    NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 

Stated  meeting,  July  2,  1856.  The  President,  Dr.  W.  Pabksr,  in 
the  chair. 

The  Committee  on  Admiesions  reported  as  candidates  for  Resident 
Fellowship  the  following  persons :  Dr.  Henry  M.  Lyons,  No.  160  Canal 
street,  graduate  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeoos,  New  York, 
1852 ;  Dr.  Allen  8.  Church,  673  Eighth  avenue,  graduate  of  Castleton 
Medical  College,  Vermout,  1848;  Dr.  George  McAllister,  695  Eighth 
avenue,  graduate  of  Berkshire  Medical  College,  Mass.,  1847;  and  Dr. 
John  G.  Sewali,  234  West  Thirtieth  street,  graduate  of  Harvard  Umver- 
sity,  1847. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Hinton  was  then  balloted  for  and  elected  Resident  Fellow. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  small  bills  for  postage  and  printing, 
for  payment,  and  then  called  the  attention  of  the  Academy  to  its  finan- 
cial conditioD.  The  treasury  of  the  Academy  is  in  a  low  state  in  conse- 
aueuce  of  the  remissness  of  members  in  payrag  their  annual  dues ;  and 
le  Committee  wish  to  urge  the  importaooe  of  their  prompt  payment. 
More  fands  are  needed  for  the  expenses  of  the  Academy ;  and  the  com* 
mittee  do  not  feel  authorized  to  recommend  an  additional  assessment 
without  obtaiuiug  the  decision  of  members  whether  the  deficiency  shall 
be  supplied  by  means  of  an  additional  tax,  or  from  the  interest  on  money 
in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  or  from  voluntary  contributions. 

The  diseuesion  of  the  subject  of  Ununited  Fractures  being  in  order, 
it  was  opened  by 

Dr.  Detmoldj  who  stated  the  causes  of  nonunion  to  be  both  local 
aod  constitutional ;  but  sometimes  no  cause  could  be  assigned.    The  old. 
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method  of  eaufling  QBton  waa^  to  excite  infiammAtion  between  tbe  frac- 
tured extremities  bj  friotioDY  blisters,  the  eeton,  dec.  Reneetion  and  wi* 
nag  the  ends  together,  was  another  mode.  Dr.  D.  sUted  that  Dr.  Mott's 
cases  (where  tfai  seton  had  been  employed)  were  only  suocessfiil  where 
it  had  been  neeeaaary  to  drUl,  in  order  to  introduce  the  seton ;  and  he 
thinks  Uiat  Dr.  Mott  was  misled  in  this  way.  Diefifenbaoh  resorted  to 
drilling  and  fastening  with  ivory  pegs.  Five  years  ago  Dr.  D.  had  tried 
boring  with  a  oommon  gimlet,  and  was  snccessful  in  all  cases.  A. Com* 
mittee  from  the  Academy  had  seen  one  of  these  operations.  This  method 
was  afterwards  olaimed  by  a  Western  surgeon  (Dr.  Brainaid). 

Dr.  Buck  referred  to  the  local  conditions  preventing  union,  such  as 
portions  of  muscle  or  tendon  getting  between  the  ends  of  the  bone.  Dr. 
B.  gave  the  history  of  a  case  in  which  union  of  the  humerus  was  pre* 
vented  in  this  manner.  In  the  tibia  and  fibula  it  is  sometimes  almost 
impoBsible  to  Iseep  the  upper  fragment  of  the  tibia  in  place,  and  the  union 
of  the  fibula  often  kept  up  this  difficulty.  Dr.  B.  spoke  of  Malgaigne^s 
apparatus  for  overcoming  this  displaceoEient*  .  He  had  both  failed  and  soo- 
ceeded  with  both  seton  and  exsection.  The  perforating  method  was  gen^ 
rally  successful  in  about  twelve  weeks.  Friction  was  useful  where  the 
cases  were  not  of  too  long  standing. 

Dr.  JDetmold  stated  that  he  had  been  successful  with  the  perforating 
method,  where  Dr.  Buck  had  failed  with  the  seton.  He  had  also  been 
very  successfol  in  a  fractured  ulna,  after  the  third  trial.  One  great  ad- 
vantage of  tbe  perforating  method  was  that  it  leaves  no  unpleasant  symp- 
toms. He  had  often  operated  at  his  office,  and  allowed  the  patient  to 
go  home.  Another  advantage  was  that  it  could  be  repeated  any  number 
of  times ;  another,  that  it  does  not  shorten  the  limb.  He  had  nerer 
fiuled  in  the  operation.  He  repeats  the  operation  in  one  week,  if  no 
union  has  taken  place. 

Dr.  Buck  stated  that  he  introduced  the  seton,  in  a  case,  by  means  of 
perforating,  and  union  followed ;  but  afterwards  it  was  again  broken,  and 
the  patient  came  under  the  treatment  of  Dr.  Detmold. 

Dr.  Parker  considered  this  question  important  for  all  practitioners, 
as  it  often  occurred  when  no  cause  could  be  assigned  for  it,  when  there 
was  no  fault  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon,  and  was  often  the  basis  of  mal- 
practice suits.  In  non-union  of  the  lower  extremities  of  hospital  patients 
ne  used  the  stareh  bandage,  recommended  all  possible  use  of  the  limb, 
together  with  good  diet,  fresh  air,  and  stimulating  drinks.  Exmion  (as 
introduced  by  White,  of  Edinburgh,  in  1760,  and  improved  by  J.  K. 
Bodgers,  of  this  city,  by  wiring  the  ends  together)  was  often  successftilly 
employed.  Electricity  is  useful ;  he  knew  of  one  case  treated  success* 
fully  by  this  agent.  Dr.  P.  had  noticed  that  operadons  on  the  upper  ex-' 
tremitiee  were  followed  with  less  success  than  on  the  lower,  and  asked  for 
an  explanation  of  this.  He  had  been  unsuccessful  with  the  drill :  and 
asked  if  any  benefit  was  derived  from  leaving  the  chips  or  borings  in  the 
hole.    He  thought  there  might  be. 

Dr.  JDetmold  agreed  wiUi  Dr.  Parker  that  these  bony  particles^  or 
debris,  served  as  a  nucleus  for  the  new  union. 
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Dr.  StQn$  thought  that  in  these  oases  of  fracture  it  was  espeeiallj 
important  to  ascertain  whether  the  case  was  one  of  delayed  unions  or  one 
of  true  faUe-^inni,  where  the  bones  were  corered  with  cartilage,  wad 
where  a  new  synovial  capsule  existed.  In  the  upper  extremity,  parti- 
cnhirly  in  the  humerus,  false  joints  were  not  uncommonly  found,  and  the 
fractured  extremities,  if  oblique,  could  not  be  readily  approximated.  In 
such  cases  he  did  not  beliere  the  operation  by  the  gimlet,  as  propoeed 
by  Dr.  Detmold,  would  be  likely  to  succeed,  or  that  any  operation  pro- 
mised success  unless  it  had  for  its  objects  the  removal  of  the  cartilage  and 
destruction  of  the  capsule,  and  the  approximation  of  the  broken  extrem- 
ities to  each  other.  In  the  lower  extremity,  especiallj  in  fractures  of 
the  tibia,  it  was  extremely  rare  to  meet  with  cases  of  false  joint  He  (Dr. 
Stone)  had  never  met  with  a  single  instance,  and  was  disposed  to  regard 
them  rather  as  cases  of  delayed  tmtcm,  which  would  readily  unite  if  a  very 
little  inflammation  could  be  excited.  Dr.  Stone  would  expect  to  obtain 
this  result  by  the  repeated  application  of  blisters ;  others,  by  rubbing  of 
the  bones  together;  but  Dr.  Detmold,  by  boring  with  a  gimlet  This 
su|y^;estion  ofDr.Detmold  was  a  useful  one;  but  in  the  fact  of  union 
taking  place  in  a  week,  it  proved  that  very  little  inflammation  was  neces- 
sary. Dr.  Stone  had  been  on  the  Committee  who  investigated  Dr.  Det- 
mold's  cases,  and  had  then  come  to  this  conclusion.  As  to  the  idea  that 
the  dust  or  debris  contributed  to  the  union,  he  must  oonfeae  that  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  truly  fanciful ;  he  should  suppose  that  the  dust 
must  necessarily  be  removed  in  abstracting  the  gimlet;  or,  on  the  sup- 
position that  it  might  possibly  be  left  behind,  he  should  regard  this  as 
an  untoward  accident^  which  would  be  likely  to  act  as  a  foreign  body  and 
produce  abscesses. 

Dr.  R,  S.  Kieeam  remarked  that  he  was  successful  in  one  case  of 
non-union  of  the  humerus,  by  means  of  the  starched  bandage. 

Dr.  Batchelder  remarked  that  fractures  are  solutions  of  continuity 
in  the  bones,  which  heal  in  the  same  way  as  do  like  solutions  of  con- 
tinuity [wounds]  in  the  soft  parts,  i.  e.,  by  the  first  or  second  intention. 
When  the  fractured  extremities  in  simple  fractures  are  brought  and 
kept  in  apposition,  the  lacerated  vessels,  pertinent  to  the  bone  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  fracture,  inosculate,  and  union  by  the  first 
intention  ensues,  as  in  wounds  in  the  soft  parts ;  with  this  exception,  that 
the  earthy  matter  which  immediately  surrounds  these  vessels  at  the 
place  of  fracture  must  be  first  absorbed.  This  preliminary  step  is  ac- 
complished in  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  according  to  the  age  of  the  pa- 
tient, or  size  of  the  bone.  When  the  crepitus  ceases  to  be  perceived,  it 
is  an  indication  that  the  absorption  of  the  earthy  matter  is  nearly  or 
quite  completed ;  and  as  motion  at  the  place  of  fracture  diminishes, 
we  infer  that  re-union  is  progressing  about  in  proportion  to  the  diminu- 
tion of  abnormal  motion ;  so  when  this  motion  has  ceased,  the  inference 
is  that  union  has  taken  place,  and  that  the  process  of  re-deposition  of 
ossific  matter  among  and  around  the  vessels,  has  begun,  or  will  soon  be- 
gin, and  continue  till  callus  is  completely  formed,  provided  the  fractured 
parts  are  kept  in  position  and  motionless.    If  much  motion  be  allowed, 
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the  newly  Ibrmed  vasoolar  tmion  will  be  broken  op,  and  the  re-union 
will  be  prevented,  and  the  process  have  to  be  gone  orer  with  again. 
When  the  parts  are  mach  disturbed  and  the  union  repeatedly  broken  up, 
the  vessels,  thns  foiled  in  their  attempts  to  repair  the  injury,  refuse  to 
renew  their  efforts ;  but  uniting  with  the  periosteum,  form  a  ligamen- 
tous union,  which,  while  it  serves  as  a  connecting  medium  between  the 
ends  of  the  bone,  keeps  them  asunder  and  prevents  bony  union.  To 
get  rid  of  this  interposed  ligamentous  substance,  and  cause  absorption  of 
the  earthy  matter  surrounding  the  vessels  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  fracture,  is  the  first  object  which  surgery  should  aim  at  as  essential 
to  the  cure.  In  the  larger  bones  this  ligamentous  union  is  very  con- 
spicuous, and  is  most  perfect  in  cases  of  ununited  fracture  of  the  neck 
of  the  femur.  In  these  cases,  the  capsular  ligament  is  folded  in  be- 
tween the  fractured  sur&ces,  and  acts  in  the  first  instance  as  an  extrane- 
ous body  which  tends  to  prevent  osseous  union,  but  which  in  the  end 
contributes  mainly  to  that  which  is  ligamentous.  The  objects  to  be 
aimed  at  in  all  our  endeavors  to  cure  ununited  fracture  are,  1.  to  set  rid 
of  this  interposed  ligamentous  substance ;  2.  to  promote  or  effect  &e  ab- 
sorption of  the  earthy  matter  which  surrounds  the  vessels  at  the  broken 
ends  of  the  bone ;  3.  when  this  is  accomplished,  to  bring  and  keep  these 
ends  in  apposition,  that  the  vessels  thns  prepared  may  inosculate  and 
unite  aa  they  should  do,  and  probably  would  have  done  in  the  first  instance 
if  they  had  had  fair  play,  or  if  there  had  been  no  fault  in  the  patient'ii* 
constitution.  The  method  which  Dr.  B.  has  adopted  and  practiced, 
^with  few  exceptions  in  favor  of  the  starch  dressing)  is  to  wind  a  bandage 
nrmly  around  the  affected  limb,  in  order  to  prevent  swelling  below  the 
part  to  which  the  appropriate  application  is  to  be  made.  This  done,  a 
piece  of  thick  sole-leather  soaked  m  water  until  perfectly  soft  and  pliable, 
cut  and  fitted  exactly  to  the  limb,  and  long  enough  to  reach  from  joint 
to  joint,  and  sufficiently  large  to  cover  the  whole,  is  to  be  applied  and 
bound  firmly  on  with  a  bandage.  While  this  dressing  is  being  consoli- 
dated, great  care  must  be  taken  to  put  and  keep  the  fractured  extremities 
in  perfect  apposition,  or  as  nearly  so  as  possible,  which  is  best  accom- 
plished, when  the  lower  extremity  is  the  affected  member,  by  relays  of 
aaaiBtants,  who  will  hold  the  parts  in  situ.  When  this  dressing  has  be- 
come dry  and  consolidated,  measures  should  be  taken  to  make  the  lower 
fragment  press  firmly  against  the  upper.  As  nothing  in  the  system  can 
resist  pressure,  and  as  newly-formed  parts  yield  readily  to  its  infiuence, 
the  interposed  ligamentous  substance  of  which  we  have  spoken,  and  also 
the  earthy  matter  immediately  surrounding  the  vessels  at  the  fractured 
ends,  are  soon  absorbed,  and  tne  vessels  which  have  been  thus  freed  d[ 
osseous  matter  will  unite,  and  the  union  be  re-established.  In  case  of 
a  lower  extremity,  it  may  be  proper  to  let  the  patient  get  up  and  move 
about  with  the  help  of  crutches,  and  perhaps  bear  more  or  less  weight 
upon  the  foot,  taking  care  to  do  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  cause  ^  as  little 
motion  between  the  fractured  ends  as  possible ;  especially  after  a  short 
time ;  as  motion,  if  kept  up,  would  infallibly  prevent  union.  If  it  be  the 
humerus,  the  patient  should  be  confined  to  his  bed,  and  an  apparatus, 
besides  the  rubber  splint,  be  so  contrived  and  applied  as  draw  the  lower  r 


884  Proc6€ding9  qf  Societies.  [Aug., 

fragment  up,  and  force  the  fractured  Burfacea  to  preaa  firmly  one  against 
theother*  which  cannot  be  so  well  done  in  the  erect  or  sitting  poetnre  as 
in  the  recumbent.  This  bone  (the  humerus)  is  the  one  in  which  the  ar- 
tificial joint  most  frequently  occurs,  and  in  which  the  usnal  methods  of 
cure  have  most  signally  failed.  In  reflecting  upon  these  facts,  it  has  oc- 
curred to  Dr.  B.  thi^t  both  these  accideota  were  to  be  imputed  to  oar 
mode  of  treating  these  fractures ;  splints  are  firmly  bandaged  on,  which, 
with  the  weight  of  the  limb  below  the  fracture,  prevent  the  muscles  draw- 
ing the  lower  fragment  up,  and  causing  it  to  make  the  requisite  pres- 
sure against  the  fractured  end  of  the  upper  position — in  which  opinion  he 
has  b^n  fully  confirmed  when,  finding  at  the  end  of  several  weeks  there 
was  no  union,  the  impending  evil  has  been  immediately  obviated  by  ap- 
plying an  apparatus  which  caused  the  fractured  ends  to  press  one  against 
the  other.  He  believes  that  this  method  of  treatment  will  effect  a  cove 
in  most  cases  of  ununited  humeri,  even  of  lonff  standing. 

In  compound  fractures,  union  tekes  place  by  Uie  second  intention,  which 
does  not  usually  commence,  or  is  not  appreciated,  until  the  external 
wound  is  nearly  or  quite  closed.  Dr.  B.  remarked  that  the  sterch  ban- 
dage, the  gutte  percha  splint,  and  probably  the  gypsum  bandage,  as  lee- 
ommended  by  Dr.  Mathysen  (which  he  had  never  tried)  will  no  donbt 
be  found  better  than  the  leather  splint  which  was  resorted  to  many  yean 
before  any  thing  was  known  of  even  the  starch  bandage,  or  the  "dextrine,'' 
as  reoommended  by  Prof.  Van  Buren. 

Dr.  Batekelder  exhibited  a  specimen  from  Dr.  Finneirs  collection,  of 
ununited  fracture  of  the  radius  and  ulna,  which  beautifully  illustivted 
the  manner  in  which  the  ligamentous  union  is  formed. 

Dr.  Finnell  remarked  that  the  man  to  whom  the  ulna  and  radius  re- 
ferred to  by  Dr.  Batohelder,  belonged,  had  good  use  of  his  arm.  In  St 
Vincent's  Uospitel  he  had  often  found  it  necessary  to  use  stimulants  freely. 
He  approved  of  electricity. 

Dr.  Fhelps  observed  that  all  present  must  conclude  that  the  main 
point  in  practice  was  to  secure  a  oertoin  amount  of  infiammation  in  the 
ends  of  the  bone  before  union  could  be  produced. 

Dr.  W.  Parker  said  that  the  question  seemed  brought  to  two  pmnts : 
1.  Where  there  is  union  by  ligament;  and  2.  where  there  is  a£alae 
joiut.  So  long  as  the  inflammation  is  mild,  there  is  no  union. 
Again,  there  is  such  a  thing  as  too  much  inflammation.  Diarrhoea,  lac- 
totion,  burns,  suppuration,  <Sec,  may  prevent  union.  A  physician  of  this 
city  who  had  a  fracture  and  an  injury  of  the  brain  was  severely  salivated, 
and  no  union  took  place  until  the  salivation  ceased,  at  the  end  of  thir- 
teen weeks.  The  system  must  be  brought  to  the  ordinary  standing  point, 
by  correcting  it  if  deranged,  and  bringing  it  to  a  proper  tone.  But  in  a 
false  joint,  an  operation  must  be  performed. 

Dr.  MeNulty  presented  an  instrument  for  the  purpose  of  introducing 
a  platinum  wire  between  the  ends  of  an  ununited  bone,  by  means  of  which 
he  proposed  to  pass  a  galvanic  current  to  act  as  a  cautery,  and  thus  pro- 
duce inflammation  and  union.  Dn  McN.  was  requested  to  give  the 
history  of  the  cases  in  which  he  might  try  it» 
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Unfinished  business  being  in  order,  Dr.  Detmold  begged  leave  to  de- 
cline the  honor  of  delirering  the  annual  oration,  on  account  of  ill  health, 
for  the  inaproreroent  of  which  he  was  soon  to  leave  for  Europe.  Hisres« 
ignatioQ  was  aocepted,  and  it  was  moved  to  postpone  the  election  of  a 
substitute  until  the  next  Tnee|;ing. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Oreen^  it  was 

Besolved,  That  copies  of  the  Atannal  Address  of  the  Academy  be  sent 
to  the  Foreign  and  Domestic  Periodicals,  according  to  the  usual  custom ; 
also  to  all  the  oorrespondinff  members  of  the  Academy. 

The  reeeiving  of  Scienitfie  Intelligence  being  now  in  order,  Dr.  Oris* 
com  begged  leave  to  introduce  Mr.  James  P.  Richards  to  the  Academy,  as 
a  man  who  had  devoted  his  attention  to  the  development  and  cultivation 
of  imbecile  persons;  remarking,  that  Mr.  R.  had  had  great  success  in  his 
benevolent  undertaking,  and  that  bis  physiological  investigations  relative 
to  the  causes  and  treatment  of  the  diseases  which  produce  the  condition 
called  idiocy  or  imbecility,  were  very  extensive. 

Dr.  Griscom  hoped  the  Academy  would  allow  Mr.  Richards  a  spe* 
dal  opportunity  of  presenting  the  subject  to  them.  Mr.  R,  thanked  the 
Aoademy  for  their  kindness,  and  gave  the  history  of  one  of  the  patienta 
he  had  had  under  treatment  for  two  years,  and  presented  lithographic 
plates,  illustrating  the  progress  of  his  cure.  Dr.  Beadle  moved  that  Mr. 
Biohards  be  imnted  to  present  his  subject  after  the  fourth  order  of  busi- 
ness of  the  meeting  of  October  next  Mr.  Richards  thanked  the  Academy, 
and  accepted  their  invitation. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 


II.  NEW  YORK  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

ExtToeie  from  the  Minutes.    Reported  by  E.  Lex  Jones,  M.  D., 
Recon^ing  Secretary. 

Regular  Meeting,  May  14,  1856. 

Dr.  Clark  presented  a  serous  cyst  in  the  broad  ligament  (not  con- 
nected with  the  ovary)  of  the  uterus,  about  the  size  of  the  two  fists, 
which  was  found  on  the  autopsy  of  a  patient  who  died  of  gangrene  of 
the  lungs,  but  was  not  recognized  during  life.  At  first  sight  he  had 
believed  the  tumor  to  be  ovarian,  but  upon  closer  investigation  decided 
that  it  was  not, — ^first,  because  there  were  in  the  same  broad  ligament 
several  other  distinct  cysts;  and,  secondly,  because  upon  evacuating  the 
tumor,  no  remains  of  the  ovary  could  be  found,  which  is  generally  the 
case  when  the  eflfusion  occurs  in  its  structure.  Upon  incising  its  walls 
a  clear,  light,  straw-colored  fluid,  amounting  to  about  24  ounces,  flowed 
forth. 

Two  tumors  were  then  presented  by  Dr.  Agnew^  which  showed  that 
peculiar  calcification  described  by  Mr.  Paget  as  a  disease  of  fibrous 
tumors.  The  first,  a  large  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus,  had  within  it  a 
calcified  »pot,  nearly  the  size  of  a  walnut  Nothing  connected  with  the 
history  of  the  case  was  known ;  and  the  object  of  its  presentation  was 
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to  draw  a  oornparison  between  it  and  a  small  fibrous  tumor  removed 
from  the  scalp  of  a  negro,  which  the  doctor  likewise  presented.  In 
this,  there  were  several  points  of  calcific  degeneration,  separated  one 
from  the  other  by  intervening  fibrous  texture.  The  tumor,  which  hav- 
ing been  once  removed,  returned,  was  about  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg, 
flattened  and  irregular  in  form ;  its  growth  had  been  of  eleven  yean* 
duration;  and  it  presented  nothing,  either  in  its  history  or  in  the  micro- 
scopic examination,  which  led  to  a  suspicion  of  maliffQancy.  The  ex- 
ammation  of  the  tumor  had  been  made  by  Dr.  Clark,  who  had  found 
in  it  fibrous  cells,  but  none  of  the  bright  oval  cells  described  by  Paget 
and  LeberL 

Dr.  Van  Buren  remarked,  that  while  in  uterine  tumors  calcific  de- 
generation is  very  common,  in  subcutaneous  tumors  it  is  very  rare.  He 
can  recall  but  two  cases  in  which  he  has  met  with  it ;  namely,  in  two 
fatty  tumors  which  he  presented  to  the  Society  some  years  ago. 

Dr.  Watts  mentioned  hanng  met  with  a  case  of  this  degeneration 
in  a  tumor  of  the  breast 

Dr.  Gardner  desired  to  know,  whether  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus 
were  not  much  more  frequent  in  the  black  than  in  the  white  female. 
Such  was  the  result  of  his  experience ;  and  he  quoted  in  support  of  it 
a  remark  to  that  effect  made  by  Dubois,  in  one  of  his  cliniques. 

Several  gentlemen  gave  confirmative  replies  to  the  question;  and 
Dr.  Sabine  stated  that  in  researches  on  the  subject,  instituted  by  him 
at  the  Colored  Home,  he  discovered  that  it  was  decidedly  the  exception, 
and  not  the  rule,  to  find  a  negress  arrived  at  mature  years  without  such 
a  growth  :  almost  all  have  one  or  more.  And  Dr.  Finnell  mentioned, 
that  in  a  negro  family  which  he  attended,  four  females  had  fibrous 
tumors  of  the  uterus. 

Two  specimens  of  atheromatous  degeneration  of  arteries  were  pre- 
sented. The  first,  bv  Dr.  C^ark,  showed  extensive  degeneration  of  the 
arteries  of  the  base  of  the  brain  of  a  person  who  had  died  of  arachnitis, 
after  having  been  for  a  length  of  time  paralyzed  ;  the  paralysis  occurring 
suddenly,  and  being  complete  on  one  side.  At  a  postmortem  examina- 
tion, the  basilar  and  upper  part  of  the  carotid  arteries  were  found  en- 
larged and  degenerated ;  the  same  atheromatous  alteration  was  observed 
in  the  minute  branches  of  the  vessel ;  and  upon  carefully  incising  the 
brain,  the  remains  of  nine  apoplectic  cyst^  were  discovered ;  the  largest, 
and  that  which  probably  caused  the  paralysis,  being  in  the  cms  cerebri 
of  one  side,  partly  isolating  the  pons  variolii  from  the  hemisphere  of  that 
side.  The  points  of  chief  interest  in  the  case  were, — ^first,  the  connection 
between  the  frequent  occurrence  of  apoplectic  effusions  and  the  degenera- 
tion of  the  arteries ;  and,  secondly,  none  of  the  effusions  having  been 
attended  with  evil  consequences  except  the  last,  which  was  so,  probably, 
merely  from  its  situation  in  the  crus,  cutting  off  so  much  of  the  cere- 
bral force  from  one  side.  The  probability  is,  remarked  the  doctor,  that 
in  the  large  majority  of  instances,  apoplexy  arises  from  rupture  of  arteries 
which  have  undergone  previous  degeneration ;  but  this  is  rather  surmised 
than  demonstrated ;  and  we  have  rarely  a  specimen  which  shows  so 
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plainly  the  connection  of  one  with  the  other.  We  frequently  see,  he 
continued,  cases  of  paralysis,  of  short  duration,  unaccompanied  by  any 
postmortem  appearance ;  the  disease  having  arisen  from  some  obstruc- 
tion of  the  cerebral  vessels.  He  is  uncertain  how  long  a  paralysis  thus 
caused  may  last;  but  generally  concludes  when  he  sees  it  continue  over 
two  or  three  weeks,  that  it  depends  on  the  effusion  of  a  clot. 

Dr.  J.  O.  Sewall  showed  a  number  of  tumors,  supposed  to  be  can- 
ceroui^  in  the  mesentery  and  liver,  while  another  at  the  pyloric  orifice 
had  ulcerated ;  and  there  existed  in  the  liver,  which  was  adherent  to  it 
at  this  point,  a  large  abscess. 

Caar. — ^J.  M.  aged  45,  Ireland,  nine  years  in  the  United  States ; 
dates  his  first  note  of  ill-health  at  Christmas,  1866.  Symptoms  have 
been,  in  general,  those  of  a  dyspeptic ;  anorexia,  emaciation,  and  con- 
stipation were  the  most  proraiueut.  Reports  no  stools  save  from  active 
cathartics.  Has  not  complained  of  pain,  so  far  as  his  wife  knows,  at 
any  time.  For  five  weeks  previous  to  his  death,  which  occurred  the  1st 
of  May,  has  had  constant  vomiting  of  food,  and  that  almost  directly 
after  its  ingestion.  Has  never  had  vomiting  of  blood  or  stercoraceous 
matter,  nor  has  he  passed  blood  per  aoum.  Has  never  had  jaundice, 
nor  lived  in  a  southern  clime. 

Was  seen  but  once,  about  forty-eight  hours  before  death,  when  he 
was  found  much  prostrated,  with  feeble  pulse  and  cool  skin.  His  flesh 
was  shrunken  and  withered,  and  he  was  emaciated  generally ;  abdomen 
flat  Complained  of  vomiting  and  want  of  sleep,  with  entire  lof^s  of 
appetite.     From  this  time  he  gradually  sank. 

Autopty^  about  36  hours  after  death  ;  rigor  mortis  well  established ; 
great  emaciation  ;  abdomen  somewhat  distended  with  gas.  Air  was 
noticed  in  the  cellular  membrane  along  the  Rpine,  opposite  the  umbilicus. 
Large  patches  of  ecchymosis  were  found  upon  the  intestines,  along  the 
spine,  and  scattered  through  the  abdomen.  At  left  extremity  of  the 
stomach,  and  encroaching  deeply  upon  and  into  the  substance  of  the 
right  lobe  of  the  liver,  was  a  large  indurated  mass,  binding  together  at 
this  point  this  viscus,  the  pancreas,  mesentery,  transverse  colon,  and  duo- 
denum, and  involving  them  all  in  a  common  disease.  Scattered  through 
the  right  lobe  of  the  liver,  adjacent  to  this  mass,  were  very  many  small, 
whiti^,  indurated  tumors.  For  a  space  of  two  or  more  square  inches, 
this  lobe  was  firmly  adherent  to  the  lateral  abdominal  walls.  Projecting 
from  the  xyphoid  cartilage  internally,  was  another  tumor  of  the  size  of 
a  pullet's  egg,  of  the  same  characteristics  as  those  referred  to,  and  scattered 
over  the  diaphragm  on  the  left  side,  and  imbedded  in  its  substance,  were 
very  many  smaller  ones,  some  of  which  affected  the  cup-shape.  Through 
the  mesentery,  also,  these  tumors  were  numerously  scattered,  and  of 
various  sizes.  The  lungs  were  healthy.  The  stomach  was  healthy,  save 
for  a  few  ecchymoeed  patches  here  and  there  scattered  over  its  surface. 
Upon  laying  open  the  pyloric  orifice,  it  was  found  to  terminate  very 
abruptly  in  a  large,  irregularly  shaped  abscess,  capable  of  containing  4 
or  5  ounces,  abounding  in  a  very  fetid,  dark,  thickened  fluid,  and  with 
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most  rough  and  nloerouft  walls.  lu  situatioii  was  chiefly  within  the 
iirer.  The  duodenam  was  lost  in  it,  but  the  traek  of  the  small  intestines 
could  be  traced,  prooeeding  from  it  Directly  opposite  the  transverae 
colon  it  had  ulcerated  into  it  by  a  round  opening  of  abont  2  inches  in 
diameter.  The  intestines,  removed  from  communication  with  the  ab- 
scess, seemed  healthy.  The  liver  was  not  enlarged,  but  softer  than 
natural. 

The  second,  presented  by  Dr.  Finneli,  showed  a  specimen  of  exten- 
sive cancerous  disease  of  the  stomach  ;  the  material  extended  from  the 
cardiac  to  the  pyloric  orifice.  Seven  months  ago,  she  complained  of 
pain  about  the  stomach,  and  entered  the  hospital.  A  tamor  was  dia- 
coTcred  in  the  region  of  the  umbilicus ;  a  portion  of  it  was  attached  to 
the  abdominal  wall,  and  appeared  about  to  perforate  it.  For  several 
months  she  vomited  a  black  material  and  became  emaciated  and  cachec- 
tic. At  the  autopsy  there  was  also  found  a  small  fibrous  tumor  in  the 
uterus,  and  one  from  the  spinal  column. 

Dr.  Ciark  remarked,  that  cancer  of  the  stomach  is  not  always  ao- 
oompanied  by  vomiting,  and  he  (Dr.  C),  has  observed  that  when  the 
pyloric  orifice  is  the  seat  of  the  disease,  vomiting  takes  place  unifomaly, 
and  at  regular  intervals  after  eating. 

Dr.  Sdtehelder  inquired  if  cancer  at  the  pylorus  does  not  increase 
the  size  of  the  stomach  ? 

Dr.  Clark  replied  that  it  did  not^  for  the  reason  that  gasaes  collect- 
ing behind  the  seat  of  the  disease  were  eructated,  and  do  not,  as  in  ob- 
struction of  the  intestines,  dilate  the  viscus. 

Dr.  Afres,  of  Brooklyn,  exhibited  a  specimen  of  Cdreinoma  <f  the 
(Esophagus^  perforating  the  Trachea. 

R,  89t.  63,  had  been  a  very  active  and  temperate  man-^without  . 
hereditary  disease  that  he  remembers,  and  enjoying  good  health.  About 
seven  or  eight  months  previous  to  death,  he  began  to  complain  of  un- 
easiness and  a  sense  of  obstruction  when  eating,  referred  to  the  sternal 
region.  This  became  so  urgent  that  he  would  rise  suddenly  from  the 
table,  striking  the  chest  with  his  hand,  and  thus  attempt  to  facilitate  the 
passage  of  food  along  the  osM>phagus,  expressing  the  fear  that  ^^some- 
thing was  wrong  there."  Paroxysms  of  this  kind  became  gradually 
more  frequent  and  violent,  and  eauallv  excited  by  solids  or  fluids — ^both 
being  now  often  regurgitated.  Atter  mur  months  had  elapsed,  he  began 
to  have  a  dry,  croapal  cough,  partial  aphonia,  pain  shooting  upwards  to- 
wards the  larynx  and  downwards  towards  the  chest.  At  this  time  (10th 
of  March)  he  consulted  Dr.  Oullen,  who  examined  him  carefully,  and 
reports  no  disease  of  lungs,  respiratory  murmur  normal  throughout  the 
chest,  and  no  dullness,  nor  much  emaciation,  very  little  constitutional 
disturbance,  regularity  of  functions,  and  good  sleep  at  night. 

Diagnotis. — Pressure  upon  the  oesophagus  from  some  organic  dis- 
ease, either  abscess,  cancer,  or  both.    Prognosis  unfavorable. 

Leeches  were  ordered  to  the  neck,  calomel  and  opium  administered 
until  slight  ptyalism  supervened,  and  a  blister  applied  over  the  sternum. 
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Under  this  treatment  the  pains  mitigated,  cough  became  moist  and  less 
tronblesome,  bat  never  disappeared,  and  the  dysphafiaa  continued.  Was 
able  to  be  out,  and  the  weather  being  changeable,  ne  imprudently  ex- 
posed himself. 

April  80th.  Difficulty  of  swallowing  and  cough  greatly  aggra- 
Tated.  Considerable  fever  and  thirst,  with  bounding  pulse  over  100  per 
minute.  May  2d.  Suddenly,  in  the  night,  began  to  expectorate  yellow- 
ish, fetid  pus,  without  blood,  but  with  large  quantities  of  mucua,  which 
continued  until  the  6th,  when  he  died. 

Daring  this  last  interval,  a  loud  mucous  r&le  was  perceptible  over 
the  upper  portion  of  the  right  lung,  and  any  attempt  at  swallowing  the 
blandest  fluid  was  followed  by  a  violent  paroxysm  of  cough  and  vomit- 
ing. Mind  clear,  extremities  became  gradually  cold,  pulse  feeble,  and 
death  took  place  by  asthenia. 

Postmortem  appearances, — Surface  of  body  slightly  jaundiced,  and 
general  emaciation  very  decided.  On  the  left  side  of  the  trachea,  and 
overlying  the  inferior  portion  of  the  left  thyroid  body  (which  was 
thereby  atrophied),  was  found  a  tumor  as  large  as  a  black  walnut,  some- 
what flattened — ^firmly  connected  to  surrounding  tissues — hard,  grating 
mider  section,  emitting,  on  scraping,  a  milky  juice,  and  having  all  the 
oharacteristics  of  true  carcinoma — probably  an  infiltrated  lymphatic. 
Heart  larger  than  natural,  cavities  dilated,  walls  thin,  and  muscular 
etraoture,  particolarly  of  right  side,  exhibits  marked  fatty  degeneration. 

Left  lung  healthy  and  non-adherent  Upper  third  of  right  lung 
firmly  connected  to  costal  pleura  by  old  adhesions,  and  rising  nigh  into 
the  oervioal  region.  The  apex  of  this  lung  was  found  likewise  firmly 
adherent  to  the  right  side  of  the  oesophagus  and  trachea,  and  the  neigh- 
boring cellular  tissue  firmly  condensed,  formed  a  hard  mass.  This  mass 
bears  evident  marks  of  inflammatory  action,  and  of  subsequent  degenera- 
tion and  softening,  forming  an  abscess  with  thick,  firm  walls,  which 
finally  ulcerated  its  way  into  the  cesophagus  and  trachea.  The  disease 
was  found  to  be  located  upon  the  anterior  and  right  side  of  the  former 
organ,  immediately  behind  the  point  where  the  trachea  bifurcates  into 
ri^t  and  left  bronchi.  The  bronchial  glands  found  in  this  locality  were 
iimltrated  with  cancerous  matter  in  a  state  of  degeneration.  The  hard, 
unyielding  wall  of  the  spinal  column  behind,  the  ribs  and  sternum  in 
front,  and  scarcely  less  yielding  adhesions  above  and  below,  will  readily 
account  for  the  increasing  pressure  upon  the  oesophagus  by  inflammatory 
swelling,  and  the  temporary  relief  from  treatment. 

Dr.  «/*.  O.  Hutehieon,  presented  a  sp^imen  of  the  kidney  of  a  man 
who  had  died  of  phthisis.  The  kidney  contained  a  phosphatic  calculus 
about  as  large  as  a  pea,  and  was  the  seat  of  an  abscess  which  contained 
thirty-two  drachms  of  pus. 

Dr,  H,  likewise  exhibited,  for  Dr.  Boyd^  of  Brooklyn,  a  foetus  and 
placenta  expelled  at  full  term,  whose  development  had  apparently  been 
arrested  at  the  sixth  month.  The  mother  had  quickened  at  the  fourth 
month,  and  shortly  after  had  an  attack  of  jaundice.  The  doctor  inquired 
if  the  jaundice  was  the  probable  cause  of  death. 
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Dr.  Clark  said  he  thougbt  the  plaoenU  had  uodergooe  fatty  degen- 
eration, but  he  did  not  see  how  the  ianodiGe  of  the  mother  could  hare 
been  the  cause  of  the  death  of  the  nstiM. 

,  Dr.  Willard  Parker  showed  a  leg  which  he  had  that  day  removed 
from  a  roan,  aged  85  years.  He  was  of  good  constitution,  and  1 5  years 
ago  had  sprained  his  left  ankle.  Five  years  after  the  accident,  he  con- 
sulted Dr.  P.,  who  directed  the  usual  remedies  for  inflammation,  and 
enjoined  repose.  In  January  last,  he  had  inflammation  in  the  joint ; 
and  three  months  ago  the  doctor  was  called  in  to  amputate.  He  ad- 
vised delay,  and  found  no  ulcer,  but  some  pus  over  the  internal  malleo- 
lus, which  he  discharged.  Within  ten  days  past  he  has  had  a  retnm  of 
the  violent  symptoms,  since  which  time  his  suffering  has  been  intense, 
nearly  equaling  that  of  tetanus.  On  examination  of  the  limb  after 
amputation,  the  lower  end  of  the  tibia  was  found  to  contain  an  absceas, 
sucn  as  are  particularly  described  by  Brodie.  No  pain  had  been  pro- 
duced by  pressure  of  the  foot  against  the  leg.  Dr.  Parker  had  seen  a 
similar  abscess  in  the  femur  of  a  woman,  some  years  ago. 

Dr.  HutchiBon  presented  a  portion  of  a  liver  which  had  undergone 
fatty  degeneration,  withi  the  foUowinff  history : — 

Thomas  G.,  aged  40,  bom  in  Ireland,  and  a  cabinet*maker  by  ocen- 
nation,  was  admitted  into  the  Brooklyn  City  Hospital  for  treatment^ 
JJLm^  5th,  1856,  about  4  P.  M. 

He  has  been  very  intemperate  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  for  two 
years  past  has  taken  from  a  pint  to  a  quart  of  bad  liquor  daily.  Had  a 
severe  attack  of  delirium  tremens  about  eighteen  months  ago,  and  some 
slight  attacks  occasionally  since.  In  relation  to  his  present  attack,  we 
could  only  learn  that  he  had  been  confined  to  his  house  about  three 
weeks,  and  had  been  delirious  for  the  last  three  days.  There  was  no  one 
with  him  from  whom  any  reliable  history  of  his  illness  could  be  ob- 
tained. 

When  brought  to  the  Hospital  he  was  delirious,  and  greatly  pros- 
trated ;  so  much  so,  that  his  pulse  was  scarcely  perceptible.  His  skin 
and  conjunctivae  were  intensely  jaundiced,  the  abdomen  distended  with 
fluid,  and  the  whole  surface  of  the  body  oedematous,  especially  the 
lower  extremities.  There  was  tenderness,  on  pressure,  over  the  entire 
surface  of  the  abdomen,  but  it  was  more  distinctly  marked  over  the 
right  hypochondrium.  The  superficial  veins  of  the  abdomen  were  con- 
siderably distended.  Two  ounces  of  brandy  were  at  once  given,  and 
milk  punch  allowed  freely  during  the  night 

6th.  Delirium  continues,  but  has  not  the  character  of  mania  a  potu. 
Slept  none  during  the  night,  pulse  100  and  rather  stronger,  bowels 
moved  slightly  this  morning,  discharge  clay-colored ;  passed  also  three 
ounces  of  dark,  thick  urine.  He  was  ordered  acid,  nitro-muriat  gtts.  r. 
ter  in  dis  ;  a  lotion  of  the  diluted  acid  over  the  hepatic  region ;  ten  grs. 
Dover's  powders  every  four  hours.    Brandy  pro  re  nata, 

(Tth.  After  taking  Dover's  powd^  at  0  o'clock,  he  fell  asleep,  and 
did  not  wake  for  about  sixteen  hours.  Delirium  continues,  pulse  95, 
feeble ;  a  very  small  quantity  of  urine  is  dischaiged,  containing  a  laige 
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qnantity  of  bile,  also  purpnrine  and  urate  of  ammouia.  Directed  pulv. 
BcUlsegprs.  ij.  diflri talis  grs.  ij.  every  eight  hours ;  Dover's  powder  at  night; 
and  milk  punch  freely.  8th.  Slept  pretty  well  last  night.  No  delirium ; 
passed  about  one  ounce  of  urine  in  last  twenty-four  hours ;  cathetor  in- 
troduced, and  eight  ounces  of  dark,  turbid  urine  obtained.  Continue 
treatment  lOtn.  Has  been  delirious  since  yesterday  afternoon;  in^ 
Somoia ;  pulse  06,  more  feeble ;  twenty  ounces  of  urine  by  catheter  in 
last  forty-eight  hours.  Milk  punch  increased.  11th,  Insomnia  and 
delirium  continue.  Jaundice  increasing,  paralysis  of  motion  in  lower 
extremities,  prostration  increasing;  six  ounces  of  urine  by  catheter  in 
last  twenty-four  hours,  of  the  same  character  as  before ;  stimulanta  freely. 
He  continued  to  sink  gradually,  and  died  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
12th. 

Autopsy^  thirty  hours  post  mortem.  Liver  one-third  larger  than 
normal,  of  greenish  brown  hue  generally ;  the  central  portions  of  the 
lobules  were  much  darker  than  the  circumference,  giving  the  organ  the 
appearance  called  '^  nutmeg  liver."  The  cells  were  filled  with  fat ;  some 
contained  bile,  and  detached  and  isolated  particles  of  yellow  coloring 
matter  here  and  there.    Pancreas  much  harder  than  natural. 

Kidneys  examined  microscopio^lly  by  Dr.  Isaacs,  with  the  following 
results : — '*  The  tubes  of  the  kidney  appear  enlarged  in  some  places, 
contracted  in  others,  and  filled  with  broken  down  or  disintegrated  epithe-- 
lium.  8ome  of  them  have  their  epithelial  cells  filled  with  yellow  color- 
ing matter,  which,  from  its  appearance  and  chemical  reaction,  I  take  to 
be  bile.  A  few  of  the  malpignian  bodies  were  tinged  with  this  yellow 
color ;  some  of  these  malpighian  bodies  were  enlarged,  some  contracted. 
The  fibrous  matrix  was  thickened,  the  meshes  being  larger  than  usual — 
the  intervening  fibrous  tissue  thicker  than  in  the  natural  state.'' 
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Alsidium  Blodgettii  in  Consumption  and  Scrofulous  Diseases, 

JEditor  New  York  Medical  Times: 

Dear  Sir: — I  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Medical  profession 
to  a  marine  plant  discovered  by  Dr.  A.E.  Rue,  on  the  coast  of  Australia. 
Dr.  R.  is  very  confident  that  he  has  discovered  some  very  valuable 
medicinal  properties  in  this  plant,  and  states,  in  the  most  positive  terms, 
that  it  is  a  specific  in  consumption  and  scrofulous  diseases. 

I  have  every  confidence  in  Dr.  Rue  as  not  being  disposed  to  specu- 
late on  the  Materia  Medica,  or  attract  attention  by  new  and  fashionable 
therapeutic  agents;  and  through  his  kindness  I  hare  been  furnished  at 
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different  times  witb  the  medicine  as  prepared  and  used  by  him,  and  also 
a  specimen  of  the  plant  Upon  examination  I  find  the  same  plant  was 
originally  discovered  by  Dr.  Blodgett,  and  is  accurately  and  minutely 
described  and  classified  by  Prol.  Wm.  H.  Hanrey,  of  Dublin  UniTeirsitj, 
in  his  classification  of  AlgsB.  The  following  is  his  description  of  it : — 
^Alsidium  Blodgettii — frond  subcompressed  below,  terete  above,  de- 
compound pinnate ;  pinn»  alternate,  patent,  close,  virgate,  the  lowest 
very  long,  set  with  short  setaceous,  spinous-toothed,  alternate,  distichoua 
ramuli ;  upper  branches  short  and  sub-simple ;  conceptacles  pedicellate, 
inflated,  urceolate,  variously  placed  on  the  ramuli.'* 

I  have  used  this  medicine  with  the  most  gratifying  results  in  many 
cases  in  my  own  practice  where  there  was  every  sign  of  tuhercular  di- 
position^  some  of  which  were  in  quite  an  advanced  stage ;  yet  not  aatie- 
fied  with  my  own  experience,  I  maced  it  in  the  hands  of  a  few  medical 
friends,  who  were  equally  well  pleased  with  its  success  in  these  diseases. 
From  what  I  consider  the  duty  of  every  medical  man,  I  have  decided 
to  make  these  facts  known  to  the  profession,  hoping  that  any  additional 
facts  pertaining  to  the  history  or  medicinal  propertaes  of  this ,  plant  will 
be  reported. 

Yours^Ac, 

BENJAMIN  PALMER,  M.  D. 
PiTTsriELB,  Mass.    July^  1856. 
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Digestion  and  its  Derangements, — The  Principles  of  Rational  Medicine 
applied  to  the  Disorders  of  the  Alimentary  CanaL  By  Thomas  K. 
Chambrbs,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  College  of  Physicians,  Physician  to 
St.  Mary's  Hospital,  London,  (be,  ^6.  New  York;  S.  S.  &  W. 
Wood,  i866.     pp.  441,  oct. 

The  subject  of  digestion  has,  of  late  years,  occupied  much  of  the 
attention  of  physiologists ;  and  its  important  connection  with  different 
pathological  states  of  the  system  has  given  rise,  within  a  comparatively 
short  period,  to  several  works  by  distinguished  practitioaen ;  and  it  m 
fortunate  for  the  advance  of  the  healing  art  that  it  has  been  studied 
from  as  many  different  points  of  view.  We  have  recently  had  occaaion 
to  notice  a  valuable  treatise  on  the  stomach  and  its  diseaaea  and  diaor* 
ders,  by  Dr.  Budd ;  and  have  now  a  work  on  digestion  by  Dr.  Ohamben» 
of  London,  very  different  in  its  character,  and  equally  valuable  in  its 
nature.  The  design  of  Dr.  C.  is  to  associate  the  pathology  of  these 
organs  witb  their  physiology,  rather  than  with  their  morbid  anatomy. 
He  thinks  that  **  juster  theoretical  views  are  elicited  by  looking  upon 
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diseaae  as  part  of  the  phenomeDa  of  life  than  as  the  prodtieer  of  appear- 
ances seen  after  death."  This  aasociation  of  pathoJogy,  he  considers  as 
especially  important  in  derangements  of  the  digestive  organs,  in  which 
class  of  diseases  morbid  anatomy  renders  ns  less  help  than  in  any  other. 
The  reason  of  this  is,  as  he  says,  that  ^  the  olhanges  seen  by  the  morbid 
anatomist  are  those  of  solids  exhibiting  faulty  nutrition^  a  process  essen- 
tially posterior  to  the  blood ;  whereas  the  process  whose  deraagementa 
we  have  to  consider  in  this  volume  are  essentially  anterior  to  the  blood. 
Besides  which,  even  when  the  derangement  does  depend  on  a  faulty  nu- 
tition  of  a  digestive  organ,  its  constituent  and  roost  important  parts  are 
so  delicate,  that  the  rough  process  of  death  generally  destroys  all  their 
peculiarities." 

The  first  part  of  the  book,  embracing  nearly  one  half,  is  devoted  to 
the  physiology  of  the  digestive  organs,  and  is  remarkable  both  for  the 
extent  of  research  which  it  exhibits,  and  the  very  judicious  and  clear 
manner  in  which  the  whole  of  this  still  obscure  and  complicated  sub- 
ject is  treated.  Our  author  first  describes  parts  of  the  orpanism  con- 
eemed  in  digestion  which  are  common  to  the  whole  alimentary  canal^  and 
then  takes  up  each  organ  separately,  and  passes  in  review  the  phjsioloffy 
of  each  of  its  component  parts.  The  very  valuable  summary  which  be 
has  given  us  of  this  branch  of  science,  embracing  the  views  of  authors 
not  accessible  to  all,  and  his  own  judidous  comments  upon  them,  as  well 
as  the  results  of  his  own  observations,  combine  to  render  this  part  of  the 
work  of  great  interest  and  of  great  practical  value* 

In  the  second  part  of  the  work,  after  an  interesting  chapter  on  Health 
and  Disease^  defining  the  limits  between  the  two.  Dr.  C.  proceeds  to  a 
critical  examination  of  the  different  diseases  of  the  alimentary  canal, 
following  the  same  order  in  which  he  studied  the  physiology  of  the 
different  parts,  and  pointing  out  the  connecting  link  between  their 
pathology  and  physiology,  and  basing  the  therapeutical  indications  upon 
the  same  foundation.  We  had  marked  many  passages  for  quotation 
from  both  parte  of  the  book,  and  were  constantly  tempted  to  mark 
more ;  but  finding  that  our  limits  will  allow  us  to  indulge  in  but  few, 
and  that  it  is  difficult  to  select  where  there  is  so  much  equally  worthy 
of  extract,  we  leave  our  readers  to  make  their  own  references  and  selec- 
tions, assuring  them  that  they  will  be  repaid  by  a  careful  perusal  of  the 
work.  It  is  rare,  too,  to  meet  with  a  medical  book  so  attractive  in  a 
literary  point  of  view.  It  is  written  with  a  classic  elegance  and  finish 
of  style  unfortunately  too  rare  in  this  department  of  literature,  inter- 
spersed with  remarks  and  quotations,  the  whole  showing  the  thorough 
scholar  as  well  as  the  practiced  ph3rsician. 

One  object  had  in  view  by  Dr.  C,  as  he  remarks  at  the  close  of  the 
volume,  besides  drawing  attention  to  the  function  which  is  its  special  ob- 
ject, is  to  give  an  example  of  that  mode  of  treating  pathology  and  practice 
which  may  justly  be  called  Rational  Mbdicihs — that  is,  the  deduction 
of  our  rules  for  the  management  of  diseases  from  the  scientific  observa- 
tion of  health.    In  this  point  of  view,  as  well  as  in  the  manner  in  which 
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GOT  author  has  aooomplished  his  task,  his  preseDt  work  will  add  to  the 
reputation  which  he  had  already  gained  for  himself  in  other  depart- 
ments of  labor. 

The  Messrs.  Wood  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  profession  for  bringing 
the  work  within  the  reach  of  the  American  profession,  and  also  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  executed  their  task.  It  is  reprinted  without 
note  or  comment. 

Th0  Microscope  and  iU  Bevelations,  By  William  B.  CABPsima, 
M.  D.,  F.  K.  S.,  F.  G.  S.,  Exam,  in  Physiology  and  Compar.  Anat. 
in  University  of  London,  dec,  dbc  With  an  Appendix  oontaining 
the  applications  of  the  microscope  to  Clinical  Medicine,  ^kc  By 
Francis  Gubnkt  Smith,  M.  D.,  ProC  of  Instit.  of  Med.  in  Med.  De- 
part, of  Pennsyl.  Coll.,  &c.  Illustrated  by  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  engravings  on  wood.  Philadelphia :  Blanchard  4k  Lea,  1856. 
pp.  724,  8vo. 

The  rapid  increase  which  is  constantly  taking  place  in  the  use  ct 
the  microscope,  both  as  an  instrument  of  scientific  research,  and  of 
curiosity  and  recreation,  leads  to  a  demand  for  works  wbich  shall  com- 
bine the  information  needed  in  the  selection  of  an  instrument,  and  in 
the  way  of  using  it ;  and  Dr.  Carpenter  has  conferred  a  great  favor  on 
all  needing  such  information  by  tne  very  fiill  and  accurate  instruction 
which  the  volume  before  us  supplies.  He  is  confident  that  the  chief 
English  manufacturers  of  these  instruments  are  .decidedly  in  advance  of 
their  continental  rivals,  and  says  that  the  great  objection  of  their  cost- 
liness which  has  been  made  to  English  instruments  is  now  being  re- 
moved, and  that  one  of  the  best  London  firms  (Messrs.  Smith  is  Beck) 
is  now  prepared  to  supply  a  microscope  of  excellent  quality,  at  a  price 
veiy  little  exceeding  that  paid  for  continental  instrumentSj  of  far  superior 
capabilities. 

After  an  Introduction  giving  a  History  of  the  Microscope  and  Mi* 
croscopic  Bestarch,  Dr.  C.  treats  in  successive  chapters  of  the  Construc- 
tion of  the  Microscope^  the  accessory  apparatus^  management  of  the  Mi- 
croscopSy  and  the  preparation,  mounting,  and  collecHon  of  objects;  and 
then  passes  to  the  microscopic  forms,  first  of  vegetable  and  then  of 
anivMii  life  ;  following  these  with  a  chapter  on  the  applications  of  the 
Microscope  to  geology  ;  and  concluding  with  a  chapter  on  the  inorganic 
or  mineral  kingdom,  and  polarization. 

The  Americsn  edition  has  been  reprinted  with  the  sanction  of  the 
author,  from  advance  sheets  furnished  by  him  to  the  publishers  here ; 
and  the  American  editor.  Dr.  F.  G.  Smith,  has  left  the  work  as  it  came 
from  the  author's  hands,  adding  in  the  form  of  an  appendix  what  seemed 
to  him  of  most  value  to  students  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  The  addi- 
tions consist  of  the  Clinical  Applications  of  the  Microscope,  which  Dr 
Carpenter  intentionally  omitted  in  his  work,  as  interesting  to  only  one 
division  of  his  readers ;  and  a  short  account  of  American  microscopes, 
their  modifications  and  accessories, — and  materially  enhance  the  usefulness 
of  the  work.    The  first  part  of  the  appendix  contains  a  judicious  com- 
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pendium  of  tlie  clinical  applications  of  the  instrameiit,  selected  from 
different  works  not  of  easy  access  to  the  American  student  at  home,  and 
presents  a  good  general  view  of  the  subjects  likely  to  be  of  most  prac- 
tical use  to  him.  The  part  devoted  to  American  instruments  gives  a 
brief  sketch  of  what  has  been  done  and  is  now  doing  in  our  country  in 
this  way,  and  shows  that  very  superior  instruments  can  be  furnished  here 
at  less  expense  of  time  and  money  than  is  required  for  a  supply  from 
abroad. 

The  volume  as  thus  presented  to  the  American  student,  furnishes  a 
moat  complete  as  well  as  most  reliable  guid<«  in  tho  use  of  this  instruc* 
ttve  as  well  as  entertaining  instrument,  and  one  of  which  many  will 
doubtless  be  glad  to  avail  themselves.  It  is  most  abundantly  illustrated 
by  over  four  hundred  engravings  on  wood,  upwards  of  one  hundred  of 
which  have  been  added  to  the  appendix  by  the  American  publishers,  and 
all  of  them  in  the  first  style  of  the  art.  The  typographical  execution  of 
the  work  is  also  of  the  most  creditable  kind,  and  the  volume  is  in  every 
respect  an  attractive  one.  / 

AUoB  of  Cutaneous  Diseases.  By  J.  Moorb  Nbligan,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  I.  A. 
Lecturer  on  Praot.  Med.  in  the  Dublin  School  of  Medicine,  Pbysi* 
cian  to  Jervis  Street  Hospital,  drc.  <Scc.  Philadelphia :  Blanchard 
if  Lea,  1856. 

Dr.  Neligan  is  well  known  as  the  author  of  one  of  our  best  practi- 
cal treatises  on  ^*  Diseases  of  the  Skin,''  as  well  as  of  other  works,  which 
have  given  him  position  in  the  profession  both  as  a  writer  and  a  practi- 
tioner; and  when  we  saw  the  announcement  of  his  intention  of  giving 
UB  pictorial  illustrations  of  cutaneous  diseases,  we  flattered  ourselves 
with  the  hope  that  we  should  soon  have  within  our  reach  what  is  a 
great  desideratum  to  the  profession, — a  true  and  faithful  delineation  of 
these  affections  in  a  form  which  would  be  at  the  same  time  perfectly 
reliable,  and  in  a  small  compass,  and  consequently  within  the  reach  of 
those  of  moderate  means.  But  our  first  examination  of  the  plates  as 
they  were  published  in  Dublin,  caused  the  regret  that  we  were  to  be 
disappointed  in  our  hopes;  and  we  now  begin  to  fear  lest  the  project  is 
impracticable,  after  its  failure  in  such  hands,  and  under  so  many  circum* 
stances  tending  to  favor  its  satisfactory  execution.  We  believe  that  Dr. 
Neligan  has  succeeded  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  and 
that  the  difficulty  lies  not  with  him,  nor  wholly  with  the  artists,  but 
mostly  with  the  art  itself;  which,  we  fear,  will  never  be  able  to  afford 
representations  of  the  varied  forms  of  cutaneous  disease  on  so  small  a 
scale  with  sufficient  fidelity  to  render  them  of  much  use  in  their  diag- 
nosis to  those  not  more  or  less  familiar  with  the  originals.  We  come  to 
this  conclusion  with  regret;  because  if  it  proves  to  be  well  founded,  we 
shall  be  compelled  to  depend  upon  the  larger  and  more  expensive  works, 
the  cost  of  which  must  necessarily  materially  circumscribe  their  circu- 
lation,  and  consequently  their  usefulness.     We  do  not  intend  to  say 
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that  the  plates  are  all  faalty.  On  the  oontrary,  some  of  them  a«e  quite 
good ;  at  the  same  time^  however,  even  one  familiar  with  those  diseases 
will  not  unfrequentlj  find  himself  at  a  loes  to  decide  what  «Hne  of 
them  are  intended  to  represent.  We  are  certainly  disappointed  in  it  as 
a  whole ;  and,  as  before  remarked,  regret  that  it  is  sa 

The  Atlas  of  Dr.  N.  consists  of  fifteen  plates  of  quarto  sise,  the 
whole  containing  eighty-five  illustrations  of  different  forms  of  cutaneous 
disease,  and  one  giving  a  very  faithfal  representation  of  the  parasiteB 
which  are  found  to  attend  upon  some  of  them.  The  ietterpross  contains 
but  little  else  than  a  yery  brief  sketch  of  each  figure,  with  reference  for 
an  account  of  the  case  to  the  chapter  and  page  of  Du  K.'a  work  on 
Diseases  of  the  Skin,  in  which  it  is  fully  described. 

Our  Philadelphia  friends  lyive  produced  a  reprint  in  their  characteris- 
tically good  style.  The  work  is  very  artistically  executed,  both  plates 
and  letter-press ;  but  they  could  not  be  expected  to  surpass  the  original, 
while  it  is  seldom  the  fact  that  such  works  of  art  are  improved  in  the 
copy. 

New  Remedies :  vnth  FormtUa  far  their  preparation  and  adminietr€h 
tion.  By  Roblst  Dunolison,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine,  d^c,  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia. 
Seventh  edition,  with  numerous  additions.  Philadelphia :  BUnchard 
&  Lea,  1856,  pp.  769,  oct 

The  profession  have  been  so  long  familiar  with  this  work  of  Dr. 
DungliBon,  and  find  so  frequent  occasion  for  reference  to  it,  that  we  need 
do  nothing  more  than  announce  the  appearance  of  a  seventh  edition, 
which  the  learned  author  has  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  twenty-«ight 
'*  new  remedies,"  and  the  introduction  of  matter  containing  the  results 
of  the  experience  of  others,  and  of  his  own  observation  and  reflection 
since  the  last  edition  was  published.  The  ^*  new  remedies  "  added,  in- 
clude, among  others  of  even  less  practical  value,  cauterization  and  ea- 
theteriem  of  the  larynx  and  trachea^  eedron^  cerium^  the  cklorides.of  bro- 
mine, of  irony  and  of  sodium^  einchonidne,  cod-liver  olein^  eonffelation^ 
galvanic  cautery y  hydriodie  ether ^  hyposulphite  of  soda  and  silver ,  m- 
unctumy  iodide  of  sodium,  permanganate  of  potassa^  phosphate  q^  lime, 
pumpkin,  quimdia,  rennet,  saccharine  carbonate  qf  iron  and  manyanese^ 
santonin^  tellurium^  and  traumatidne,  which  go  to  awell  up  the  bulk, 
already  too  unwieldy  for  effective  and  satisSctory  management,  and 
many  of  which  will  probably  pass  into  oblivion  by  the  time  that  another 
edition  of  the  work  is  called  for.  But  as  the  reporter  of  what  is  new, 
our  author  is  bound  to  give  them  a  place.  The  work  of  Dr.  D.  is  one 
which  bears  internal  evidence  of  having  cost  him  much  labor,  and  which 
he  has  rendered  of  great  use  to  the  profession ;  of  which  they  have  given 
him  the  best  and  most  substantial  evidence  by  the  demand  for  auoces- 
sive  editions  of  it,  and  of  which  we  trust  that  he  may  live  to  furnish 
many  more. 
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E98ay  on  Cholera  Infantum^  for  wbich  tbe  prize  of  the  New  York 
Academy  of  Medicine  was  awarded,  March  5th,  1856.  By  Jamxs 
Stcwart,  M.  T>^  author  of  '^  A  Practical  Treatise  od  the  Diseases  of 
Children."    New  York :  1866,  pp.  66.     (From  the  Author.) 

A  Disquisition  on  the  Ancient  History  of  Medicine,  comprising  criti- 
cal  notices  of  the  origin  of  medical  science,  its  vicissitudes  in  the  remotest 
times,  and  its  reconstruction  and  final  establishment  by  the  Greeks,  By 
Tbomab  L.  Waight,  M.  D.  Cincinnati :  1865,  pp.  84,  12mo.  (From 
the  Author). 

On  the  Ifature,  Treatment^  and  Prevention  of  Pulmonary  Consump- 
tion, and  incidentally  of  scrofula,  with  a  demonstration  of  the  cause  of 
the  disease.  By  Henry  MoCormao,  M.  D.  London,  1855,  pp.  Ill, 
l2mo.     (From  the  Author). 

Quarterly  Summary  of  the  Transactions  of  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians of  Philadelphia.  From  April  2d,  to  June  4th,  1856,  indoaive. 
1856. 

Pronouncing  Medical  Lexicon,  by  C.  H.  CLSAyELAKi),  M,  D.  Se- 
cond edition.     Longley  Brothers,  Cincinnati,  1856. 

History  of  the  Ligature  applied  to  the  Br achio- Cephalic  Artery, 
with  statistics  of  the  operation.  (Paper  read  before  the  Tenna*isee 
State  Medical  Society,  May,  186^).  By  Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D.,  Nashville, 
1856,  pp.  24.    (From  the  Author). 

Tm  Mutual  BespoTuibilities  of  Physicians  and  the  Community^ 
being  an  address  to  the  graduating  daaa  of  the  Medical  College  of  the 
University  of  Michigan.  Delivered  May  27,  1856.  By  Hbnry  P.  Taf- 
PAN,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Detroit^  Michigan,  1856,  pp.  25. 
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DoMfistic— Dr.  E.  H.  Parker  has  resigned  his  chair  as  Professor  of  Anat- 
omy of  tbe  New  York  Medical  College. 

CoU^e  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, — A  tablet  has  been  prepared,  to  be 
plaoed  in  tbe  new  boildio^  of  this  inatitation,  on  the  corner  of  Fourth  avenue 
and  Twenty-third  street,  in  honor  of  tbe  memory  of  fourteen  of  its  papila, 
who  died  of  peaiilential  disease  while  serving  in  the  public  hospitals  of  this 
eicj.  Following  tbe  appropriate  motto,  osc  m ba  orraherta  sunt,  are  the 
names  of  Gorham  Boales,  William  W.  Cahoon,  Henry  H  Curtiss,  Horatio  W. 
Gridley,  Henry  W.  Porter,  Lefroy  Ravenhill,  John  Soowden,  Francis  Bullock, 
Francis  P.  Colton,  Enoch  Green,  £libu  T.  Htsdges,  A.  Judson  Bond,  Da\id 
Seiigman,  and  Sidney  B.  Worth. 

The  American  Medical  Association  has  delegated  Dr.  IsmoR  Glttcc,  of 
this  city,  formerly  a  surgeon  in  Kossuth's  army,  to  the  Congress  of  Phyttioians 
and  Naturalista,  to  be  held  in  Vienna  on  the  25th  of  September  next 

Dr.  Harconrt  has  been  appointed  a  special  assistant  physician  to  Dr.  Harris, 
the  physician  of  the  Marine  Hospital,  at  Quarantine,  to  aid  in  tbe  duties  of 
his  stadon,  which  the  increasing  number  of  patients  there  renders  both  ardu- 
ous and  responsible. 
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SoltUion  of  Iodine  in  Water. — ^We  have  received  from  Dr.  Heniy  Anders, 
No.  3  Second  avenae,  a  bottle  eontaininflf  a  solution  of  iodine  in  water  by  a  new 
proceaa,  with  a  oerti6cate  from  Dr.  J.  R.  Chilton,  that  8uch  is  the  case,  and 
that  each  fluid  oance  contains  about  half  a  grain  of  iodine.  It  has  been  as- 
serted by  chemi<4t8  heretofore  that  onlv  one  seven-thousandth  part  of  i(»dine 
bv  weight  is  dissolved  by  water.  This  is,  therefore,  a  new  triumph  of  art 
We  have  no  experience  in  the  advantaire  which  is  claimed  for  this  over  other 
and  well  known  solutions  of  this  valuable  therapeutic  agent 

Fiftieth  Anniversary  tf  the  Oneida  County  Medical  *Voctrty.— The  Semi- 
centennial Anniversary  of  this  Society  was  ceiebrdted  at  Utiea,  to  commemor- 
ate its  organization,  which  took  place  fifty  years  from  the  6ih  of  July,  and  to 
do  honor  to  its  f«>unders  as  well  as  greet  its  survivors.  Dr.  Blair,  of  Rome, 
was  called  to  preside  at  the  festival;  and  on  taking  the  chair,  alluded  to  the 
fact  that  he  and  Dr.  Alexander  Whalley,  were  the  only  members  <if  the  Society 
there  present  who  took  part  in  its  organization.  The  anniversary  addre^ia 
was  delivered  by  Dr.  D.  6.  Thomas,  and  speeches  were  made  by  Drs.  Blair, 
Sturtevant,  Goodsell,  Coventry,  d^c. ;  and  the  occa8i(»n  seems  to  have  been  one 
of  much  gratification,  as  we  doubt  not  that  it  was  of  advantage  to  all  present 
We  notice  that  our  former  tellow-citizen,  Dr.  N.  U.  Dering,  is  President  of  the 
Society  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Harveian  Medical  Society  of  Edinburgh  and  Dr.  F,  Campbell  Stew^ 
art. — We  see  that  at  the  celebration  of  the  aimiversary  of  this  Si>ciety,  by  a 
dinner  not  long  since,  in  Edinburgh,  at  which  were  present  Profs.  Syme,  Simp- 
son, Christtison,  Bennett,  and  about  fifty  others,  our  accomplished  fellow-citi- 
zen,  Dr.  F.  Campbell  Stewart,  was  among  the  invited  guests.  Afier  the 
regular  toasts,  and  the  singing  of  several  songs  by  Prof.  Christison  and 
others,  among  the  speeches  made  was  one  by  Dr.  Stewart,  in  acknowledgment 
of  a  t088t  to  his  health,  by  Prof.  Simpson.  Dr.  S.  acknowledged  the  compli- 
ment to  him  as  a  representative  of  American  physicians,  though  he  diyclainMd 
the  idea  of  being  a  stranger,  while  he  was  but  one  generation  removed  from 
a  native  Scotchman.  Dr.  S.  spoke  of  the  great  importance  attached  to  social 
meetings  by  our  profession  in  this  country,  and  alluded  very  appropriately  to 
the  great  gathering  in  our  city  three  years  ago,  when  so  large  a  number  fnim 
every  part  of  the  Union  were  guests  of  the  physicians  of  New  York ;  and  also 
to  the  large  sum  of  money  then  raised,  not  merely  for  the  purpose  of  enter- 
taining those  who  then  assembled,  but  also  to  convey  to  our  friends  at  a  dis- 
tance an  idea  of  the  delights  pertaining  to  this  kind  of  commioffling,  so  that 
the  example  might  fbe  followed  in  other  places.  He  mentioned  aUo  the  use 
which  was  made  with  the  balance  not  expended  in  hospitality  to  our  gue»ts, 
and  expressed  the  hope  that  we  should  ere  long  have  a  Hall  which  should  cchd- 
pare  favorably  with  those  of  Edinburgh.  Dr.  S.  also  spoke  of  the  high  esti- 
mation in  which  the  profession  and  the  University  of  Edinburgh  are  held  in 
this  country,  and  concluded  his  remarks  with  the  following  sentiment:  ** So- 
cial professional  intercourse,  the  surest  guarantee  fur  mutual  esteem  and  eood 
fellowship." 

The  Abortion  Trade. — Under  this  caption,  the  Buffalo  Journal  makes 
some  comments  which  it  is  painful  for  a  conscientious  physician  to  reflect 
upon,  and  which  induce  the  belief  that  some  who  pass  for  respectable  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  are  too- much  in  the  habit  of  yielding  to  the  importuni- 
ties of  their  female  patients.  "  They  walk  into  the  oflSce  of  our  most  honor- 
able practitioners,"  it  says,  "state  their  case  with  the  same  ease  of  maoner 
which  would  mark  their  description  of  a  headache,  and  appeal  for  assistance 
with  as  perfec't  assurance  of  their  right  to  it  We  have  an  indirect  personal 
knowledge  of  physicians  who  never  refuse  this  kind  of  business ;  and  whenever 
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we  procure  any  positive  evidence,  we  mean  to  use  it  against  them.''  Oar  own 
city  is  far  from  being  exempt  from  this  vice,  and  we  are  knowing  to  the  fact 
that  many  married  females  resort  to  means  the  most  no  warrantable  to  produce 
ao  abortion,  which  not  unfrequently  is  followed  by  much  suffering  and  pro- 
tracted ill  health. 

Succeswr  of  Professor  Gross. — Dr.  D.  W.  Yandell  is  spoken  of  in  the 
Louisville  papers  as  the  probable  successor  of  Professor  G.  Dr.  Yandell  has 
the  reputation  of  being  a  vigorous  writer,  and  a  lecturer  of  uncommon  force 
and  eloquence. 

The  Mtfdical  Department  of  the  University  of  Nashville  has  the  largest  and 
best  fitted- up  museum  room  in  the  United  States.  It  is  65  feet  long  and  50 
feet  wide,  with  23  feet  from  floor  to  ceiling,  with  a  gallery  extending  entirely 
around  the  room.  Professor  Eve  has  gone  to  Europe  to  expend  six  thou»«ana 
dollars  ezclueivelv  in  purchases  for  it.  The  library  embraces  a  collection 
of  three  thousand  volumes. 

Weekly  Mortality,  City.  For  the  week  ending  July  5,  1856,  393:— 
Consumption,  39;  apoplexy,  9;  sun-ntroke,  4;  pneumonia,  8;  cholera  infan- 
tum, 34;  dysentery,  5;  diarrhoea,  16;  inflammation  of  bowels,  9;  croup,  3; 
scarlet  fever,  16;  measles,  19;  small-pox,  4;  typhoid  fever,  3.  For  the  week 
ending  July  12,  382 : — Consumption,  27  ;  apt^plexy,  5;  pneumonia,  7  ;  cholera 
infantum,  43 ;  dvHentery,  8;  diarrhoea,  14;  inflammation  of  bowels,  6; 
croup,  5;  scarlet  fever,  17;  measles,  13;  small-pox,  3;  typhus  fever  (includ- 
ing **  typhoid"),  6.  For  the  week  ending  July  19,531  : — Consumption,  42  ; 
apoplexy,  3;  sun-stroke,  5:  pneumonia,  7;  cholera  infantum,  93;  dysentery, 
13;  diarrhoea,  30;  inflammation  of  bowels,  7;  croup,  3;  scarlet  fever,  17; 
measles,  21  :  smali-pox,  5;  tetaouft,  3  ;  typhus  fever  (mcluding  ^Myphoid"),  7. 
For  the  week  ending  July  26,  631: — Consumption,  32;  apoplexy,  4;  sun- 
stroke, 8 ;  pneumonia,  7 ;  cholera  infantum,  168 ;  dysentery.  21 ;  diarrhoea,  27; 
inflammation  of  bowels,  8;  croup,  4;  scarlet  fever,  17;  measles,  16;  small- 
pox, 7;  typhus  fever  (including  "typhoid"),  5. 

Comparison  of  the  Weather  and  Deaths  in  the  city,  continued  from  the  June 
Number,  to  the  26th  day  of  July,  1856. 
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1'he  last  two  weeks  were  the  hottest  and  dryest  of  the  summer,  while  the 
previous  six  weeks  hud  been  quite  as  warm  and  damper  than  usual.  The  im- 
mediate influence  of  high  solar  heat  is  shown  directly  by  the  figures  corre- 
sponding to  the  29ih  and  30 ih  weeks.  The  following  has  been  kindly  furnished 
by  the  City  Inspector,  to  show  that  the  city  is  in  quite  as  healthful  a  condition 
as  in  former  years,  during  the  time  of  summer. 
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Number  of  Deaths  fir  the  corretwmding  weeks  in  July^  IBM,  *66,  and  *66,  wi& 
the  Mean  Temperature. 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  increase  of  deaths,  daring  the  hot 
weeks,  was  mostly  among  children;  and  this  was  to  be  expected,  from  the  fact 
that  most  of  the  children  of  the  poorer  classes  are  permitted  to  ran  ont  doors  all 
day  exposed  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  without  any  covering  to  their  heads;  aeauee 
by  which  adnlt  persons  are  frequently  deprived  of  life  in  a  few  hours.  The  city 
seems  to  be  perfectly  free,  at  the  present  time,  from  any  form  of  epidemic  disease. 

NECROLOfiT. 

Died. — Tn  this  city,  after  %  lingering  illness,  July  19,  James  Cockchoft, 
M.  D.,  in  the  64th  year  of  his  age.  Dr.  C.  enjoyed  for  many  years  an  exten- 
sive practice,  particularlv  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city. In  Brooklyn, 

July  18,  Dr.  Hiram  T.  Riggs,  of  No.   16  College  Place. fn  Paris,  April 

16th,  M.  ViDAL  (de  Cansin),  Surgeon  of  ]'H6pital  du  Midi,  aged  62  yenrs, 
of  a  chronic  disease  of  the  ki«iney 8.  Mons.  V.  was  an  ass<»ciat6  of  Bl.  Ric»rd, 
and  stood  high  as  a  practitioner,  and  also  as  a  writer.  His  two  most  impor* 
tant  works  were,  a  lYeatise  on  External  Pathology  and  Operative  Mtdidne^'m 
fiwii  volumes,  which  had  just  reached  a  fourth  edition;  and  a  Treatise  on  Vene- 
rea/ Diseases^  of  which  two  editions  were  published,  and  which  has  been  made 
familiar  to  American  readers  through  tiie  translation  of  Dr.  G.  P.  filackman. 

-  AIbo,  May  13th,  M.  Amussat,  one  of  the  most  diMtinguished  surgeons  of 
Paris,  in  the  69Lh  year  of  his  age.  His  death  was  attributed  to  the  fatigue 
incident  to  his  extensive  practice,  though  he  had  a  slight  diphtheritis.  He  is 
chiefly  known  by  his  invention  of  an  operation  for  artificial  anus,  by  an  open- 
ing in  the  lumbar  region ;  by  his  essay  on  the  ''Accidental  Introduction  of 
Air  into  the  Veins,"  (which  gained  a  prize  of  four  thousand  francs  from  the 

Academy  of  Science) ;  and  by  his  **  History  of  Lithontripsy.'' In  London, 

June  4th,  Sir  Alexander  Crichtor,  F.  R.  S.,  formerly  physician  to  the  Czar 
Alexander  1st,  age  92  years. 
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A  Case  of  Labor ^  with  anteflexion  of  the  uterus  in  that  state.    By  Isaao 
E.  Taylor,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  Belleyue  Hospital. 

Eliza  Strosse,  aet  42  years ;  Bingle;  primipara;  Dative  of  GermaDj,  was 
admitted  into  the  lying-in  ward  of  Belleyue  Hospital,  July  9th,  at  7  A.  M. 
She  was  always  a  healthy  woman ;  was  of  small  stature,  measuring,  in 
height,  4  feet  2  inches;  10^  inches  from  the  anterior  spine  of  the  ilium 
to  the  opposite  one.  The  formation  of  the  pelvis,  externally,  appeared 
to  be  normal.  The  uterus  presented  a  singular  appearance,  from  its 
jutting  so  much  anteriorly.  On  examination  per  vaginam,  the  os  was 
found  resting  near  the  sacrum ;  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum  was  felt 
by  the  finger ;  and  the  further  examination  of  the  pelvis  deemed  normal 
for  a  person  of  her  stature.  The  os  was  about  the  size  of  a  shilling 
piece,  and  natural ;  and  the  head  of  the  child  could  only  be  felt  when 
the  finger  was  hooked  and  passed  forward  towards  the  pubis;  the 
head  was  then  discovered  resting  on  the  right  pubis,  and  supposed  to  be 
in  the  right  oblique  diameter.  An  attempt  was  now  made  to  lift  the 
head  of  the  child  into  the  upper  strait  of  the  pelvis,  and  retain  it  there 
for  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  but  this  appeared  to  be  of  no  service. 
Repeated  efforts  to  do  this  were  made  during  the  progress  of  the  labor, 
but  without  success.  The  cause  of  this  failure  appeared  to  be,  the 
forces  of  the  body  of  the  uterus  having  no  influence  on  the  neck  of  the 
uterus ;  in  fact,  the  uterus  appeared  to  be  in  an  antefiexed  position,  for 
the  distance  from  the  pubis  to  the  diaphragm  was  only  6^  to  7  inches, 
though  the  body  of  the  ttterus  was  brought  as  much  on  a  plane  with  the 
spinal  column  as  it  was  possible,  and  thus  establish  the  proper  relation 
of  the  uterus  to  the  axis  of  the  pelvis. 

VOL.  5.  NO.  12.  84 
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She  continued  during  the  whole  of  Saturday  (July  5th),  with  pains 
every  twenty  minutes ;  and  when  she  was  seen,  at  10  P.  M.,  the  menabranes 
were  found  pressing  through  the  os  uteri  like  the  finger  of  a  glore. 
It  was  then  deemed  advisable  to  have  the  head  lifted  towards  the  upper 
strait  again,  and,  while  a  pain  occurred,  to  rupture  the  membranes,  under 
the  expectation  that,  if  sustained  there  whilst  the  pains  continued,  it 
might  be  kept  in  that  position,  by  the  contractions  of  the  uterus  more 
firmly  embracing  the  child,  and  thus  allow  the  head  of  the  child  to  press 
against  the  neck.  This,  however,  was  not  successful.  Bealiang,  th«r»- 
fore,  the  difficulties  which  the  case  presented,  it  was  considered  best  to 
give  her  an  opiate  and  see  her  early  in  the  morning.  She  slept  well 
during  the  night,  and  the  pains  were  renewed  again  at  6  A.  M.,  Sunday, 
July  6th;  her  condition  was  the  same  as  on  the  previous  evening. 
At  10^  A.  M.  she  was  again  visited  ;  the  os  uteri  had  dilated  to  the 
size  of  a  half-dollar,  when  it  was  proposed  to  turn  the  child  if  possible, 
and  if  that  could  not  be  accomplished,  to  suggest  the  c»sarian  section. 
The  mother's  strength,  at  this  time,  was  good ;  pulse  natural,  and  child's 
heart  beating  strongly  and  vigorously.  The  attempt  to  turn  did  not 
succeed,  as  there  was  so  much  rigidity  of  the  external  parts  that  only 
three  fingers  could  be  passed  through  the  os  uteri.  It  was  then  proposed  to 
wait  till  the  evening ;  and  at  8  P.  M.  she  was  visited  sgain.  On  exam- 
ination, the  OS  uteri  was  found  in  the  same  condition— of  the  sixe  of  a 
half-dollar — partially  dilatable,  and  pulse  about  85  to  90.  She  was  Buf- 
fering some  degree  of  tenderness  over  the  abdomen,  and  was  impatient 
to  be  delivered.  Finding  the  patient  in  this  condition,  and  with  no  im- 
provement, my  colleague  Dr.  G.  T.  Elliot  was  requested  to  join  me,  which 
he  did  about  9  P.  M.  It  was  suggested  by  him  to  try  the  warm  water 
douche  injection  into  the  uterus,  to  the  extent  of  a  gallon  or  more,  which 
was  done ;  and  then  chloroform  was  also  to  be  given  at  intervals,  and 
she  was  to  be  visited  again  at  10^  o'clock.  The  pulse,  at  that  time 
(10^  o'clock,  P.  M.),  was  130  ;  respiration  quick,  50  in  a  minute,  and 
the  OS  uteri  in  the  same  condition;  pains  full  and  useless;  the  abdomen 
somewhat  tender,  and  the  child  supposed  by  Dr.  BHiot  to  be  living.  I 
could  not  myself  hear  the  foetal  heart,  and  believed  the  child  dead.  The 
Caesarian  section  was  considered,  at  this  stage  of  the  labor,  to  be  as  fea- 
sible as  the  vaginal  csesarian  section  and  the  application  of  the  for 
ceps.  It  was,  at  this  crisis  of  affairs,  suggested  that  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker, 
our  associate,  should  join  with  us;  he  was  sent  for  and  arrived  at 
11^  o'clock.    It  was  now  decided  to  perfonn  the  vaginal  section  of  tha 
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neck,  apply  the  fc^cepe,  and  deliver.  The  neck  of  the  uterus  was  then 
divided  an  inch  or  so  on  each  side,  and  the  attempt  was  now  made  for 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  to  apply  the  forceps,  by  myself;  but  not  succeed* 
ing  perfectly,  as  the  head  was  resting  partly  on  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 
Dr.  Elliot  made  the  attempt,  and,  after  some  time,  succeeded.  His  whole 
force  was  then  applied  to  move  the  head,  but  without  avail.  An  attempt 
was  then  made  by  myself ;  and,  finding  so  n^uch  power  requisite,  it  was 
thought  best  to  perforate  the  head  (which  was  very  thick)  without  re- ' 
moving  the  forceps,  when  the  head  was  delivered  without  much  difSculty ; 
the  shoulders,  however,  requiring  some  traction — and  the  child  was  bom ; 
the  placenta  following  on  a  few  moments  after.  She  was  under  the  par* 
Ual  influence  of  chloroform  during  the  operation. 

The  pulse,  after  the  delivery,  was  140,  and  feeble.  Brandy  and  carbo- 
nate of  ammonia  were  given  at  6rst,  and  afterwards  half-grain  doses  of 
morphine,  for  two  or  three  hours,  to  quiet  her.  6he*  rested  tolerably 
during  the  evening,  with  the  pulse  the  same  as  during  the  day;  but  she 
gradually  grew  weaker  and  weaker  till  death  ensued,  at  9^  P.  M.,  on 
the  7th. 

Autopsy — Fourteen  hours  after  death. — Rigor  mortis  moderate.  In- 
testines lying  above  the  uterus.  The  uterus  filling  up  the  whole  of  the 
abdomen,  measuring  10  inches  in  length  and  9^  in  breadth.  No  peri- 
tonitis. The  uterine  walls  were  near  1^  inches  thick  in  the  center. 
Neck  of  the  uteris  4  inches  wide,  and  in  a  state  of  gangrene.  The 
points  of  the  incision  were  visible  to  the  extent  of  1^  inches  on  each 
side,  and  no  further  laceration ;  but  there  was  a  laceration  of  two  inches 
on  the  posterior  right  lateral  side.  The  pelvis  measured  8f  antero^pos- 
terior  diameter ;  4f  oblique  diameter ;  4f  transverse  divneter.  The 
child  was  a  male,  and  weighed  V  lbs.  and  13  oz.  without  the  brain. 

In  the  suggestion  of  the  c^esarean  section  in  a  case  of  this  nature, 
where  there  appeared  to  be  sufficient  space  between  the  pubis  and  sacrum 
(for  I  supposed  it  would  measure  3^  inches,  as  the  promontory  of  the 
sacrum  was  felt  by  the  finger,  and  the  pelvis  to  all  appearance  ample, 
provided  the  head  of  the  child  should  not  be  too  large  to  engage  in  it, 
or  the  head  too  firmly  knit  together ;  though  my  colleagues  thought  the 
pelvis  somewhat  diminished),  it  could  not  have  been  deemed  proper  or 
just,  with  so  much  space,  according  to  the  best  obstetric  authorities  on 
this  point,  at  the  present  day.  But  when  we  see  the  unfavorable  re- 
sult of  the  case,  and  the  rent  that  occurred  of  two  inches  in  the  neck,  in 
a  different  part  from  that  where  the  incisions  wer6  made,  I  cannot  but 
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believe  that  the  csesarean  aecUoD  woald  have  been  far  more  joat]  j  re- 
sorted to,  and  the  chances  of  tl^e  life  of  the  patient  better,  and  of  the  diild 
also, — especially  at  the  earlier  stage  of  the  labor,  and  eren,  I  may  say, 
at  the  time  the  delivery  was  effected.  It  is  very  evident,  from  the 
measurement  of  the  pelvis,  normal  for  a  female  of  the  height  of  4  feet  2 
inches,  that  a  living  child  could  have  been  born,  even  of  the  size  this  ^ 
In  a  case  very  similar  reported  by  Velpeau,  the  cesarean  section 
performed ;  but  in  that  instance,  it  was  not  until  at  a  very  late  stage  of 
the  labor,  and  the  patient  died.  I  consider  th^  present  case  instructive 
as  showing,  that  it  is  not  solely  in  cases  where  there  is  an  abnormal  con- 
dition of  the  pelvis  that  the  cassarean  section  should  be  performed ;  bat 
but  that  cases  may  occur,  as  in  this  instance  and  Velpeau's,  where  the  con- 
tractile action  of  the  body  of  the  uterus  produces  no  effect  on  the  neck  so 
as  to  admit  the  child  to  press  directly  upon  it,  and  thus  allow  of  its  un- 
dergoing its  natural  expansion ;  for  at  no  time  was  there  the  least  pres- 
sure of  the  head  of  the  child  on  the  neck,  as  it  did  not  engage  suffi- 
ciently in  the  upper  strait  to  do  so,  though  the  head  was  lifted  in  that 
direction  repeatedly;  and  it  is  possible  that  the  whole  fault  of  the  labor 
consisted  in  the  wrong  direction  of  the  forces  of  the  uterus,  prevented,  in 
some  degree,  also  by  its  being  so  small  anteriorly,  as  well  as  by  the  sixe 
of  the  child  filling  up  the  uterus  to  such  an  extent  as  to  preclude  the  due 
performance  of  its  natural  functions.  From  the  result  of  this  case,  I  am 
inclined  to  remain  of  the  opinion  that,  even  in  cases  of  this  nature,  it  is 
far  preferable,  and  the  chances  more  favorable  to  the  patient,  that  the 
caesarean  section  be  performed  ;  that  it  is  better  than  hysterotomy,  the 
forceps,  or  embryotomy,  and  the  necessary  fatal  results  following. 


SuggestioM  regarding  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood.    By  Edwakd  Rot- 
ton,  M.  D.  New  York. 

Mr.  EnrroR. — It  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  following  propositions 
and  deductions  may  suggest  to  your  readers  some  points  of  interesting 
reflection,  perhaps  of  novelty.  I  therefore  venture  to  submit  them  to 
their  consideration,  should  the  facts  and  views  here  recorded  seem  to 
you  to  merit  publication. 

The  pulse  is  synchronous  with  the  second  sound  of  the  heart,  or,  in 
other  words,  with  the  closing  of  the  semi-lunar  valves  of  the  aorta.  The 
closing  of  the  semi-lijnar  valves  is  occasioned  by  the  contraction  of  the 
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aorta ;  and  the  aorta  contracts  principally  in  obedience  to  the  nature  of 
the  texture  of  which  it  is  composed,  that  is,  the  elastic. 

It  is  generally  admitted  that  the  arteries  are  supplied  with  a  mus- 
cular coat,  and  that  they  contract  upon  their  contents. 

I  think  it  will  be  found  on  examination,  that  the  contraction  of  the 
arteries  is  simultaneous  with  that  of  the  left  yentricle  of  the  heart. 

From  the  foregoing  data,  the  following  conclusions  appear  to  me  to 
be  inevitable : — 

1st.  That  pressure  being  made  at  both  ends  of  the  aorta,  by  the  con- 
traction of  the  left  yentricle  of  the  heart  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  that 
of  the  arteries  on  the  other,  at  the  same  time,  the  aorta  is  forcibly  dis- 
tended by  the  blood  forced  into  it  from  the  left  ventricle ;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  india-rubber-like  tissue  of  which  it  is  composed  is  stretched 
beyond  its  natural  state  in  a  position  of  rest,  and,  like  indiarrubber,  will 
resume  its  original  condition  when  the  powers  which  haye  forcibly  pro- 
duced the  distention  are  taken  away.  This  taking  away  of  the  forces  is 
effected  in  the  following  nmnner.  1st.  The  left  yentricle  having  per- 
formed its  function  of  contraction  by  expelling  its  contents,  is,  accord- 
ing to  the  law  which  regulates  muscular  tissue,  reduced  to  a  condition  of 
relaxation ;  the  nervous  influence  called  into  action  by  the  presence  and 
pressure  of  its  contained  fluid  is  suspended ;  and  in  consequence  the 
cardiac  end  of  the  column  of  blood  contained  in  the  aorta  is  no  longer 
pressed  upon ;  and,  2d,  the  arteries,  for  the  same  reasons,  become  re- 
laxed, so  far  as  their  muscular  coat  is  concerned,  and  pressure  upon  the 
lower  end  of  this  same  column  of  blood  contained  in  the  aorta  is  thus 
removed.  We  can  now  see  how  the  aorta  is  left  free  to  act  according 
to  the  law  of  elastic  tissue.  It  contracts  upon  the  column  of  blood 
contained  within  itself,  and  by  thus  diminishing  its  caliber,  a  quantity 
of  blood  must  be  forced  out  of  it.  The  result  of  this  contraction  is  to 
press  the  blood  in  two  directions,  towards  the  heart  and  into  the  arteries ; 
but  in  the  first  direction  it  is  impeded  by  the  closing  of  the  semilunar 
valves,  and  therefore  a  quantity  of  blood  represented  by  the  difference 
of  the  capacity  of  the  aorta  in  its  dilated  and  undilated  conditions,  is 
driven  into  the  arteries. 

2d.  The  pulse,  or  the  enlargement  of  the  arteries,  is  produced  by 
the  contraction  of  the  aorta. 

3d.  As  the  blood  is  forced  into  the  aorta  at  the  same  time  the  ar- 
teries contract,  there  is  a  resistance  to  the  flow  of  the  blood  from  the 
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latter  IdIo  the  former;  and  for  the  same  reasons  g^ven  in  relation  to  the 
current  produced  by  the  contraction  of  the  aorta,  a  quantity  of  blood 
represented  by  the  difference  of  the  capacity  of  the  arteries  in  their 
dilated  and  undilated  conditions  must  be  forced  into  the  capillaries,  and 
through  them  into  the  veins. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  in  addition  to  the  other  agencies  already 
known  as  forces  in  carrying  forward  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  we 
have  the  contraction  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  arteries,  and  also  that 
of  the  aorta. 

From  this  view  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  we  can  see,  Ist,  a 
perfect  harmony  between  the  tissues  of  the  organs  and  their  natural 
functions  physiologically  considered ;  2d.  It  is  believed  that  these 
observations  will  throw  considerable  light  upon  many  diseases  of  the 
circulatory  apparatus,  not  explained  by  the  present  teachings  on  this 
subject ;  3d.  We  can  see  how  the  blood  may  be  slowly  forced  through 
apart  of  the  body,  although  it  be  in  a  state  of  paralysis;  4th.  We 
may  obsenre  that  in  cases  of  tonic  spasm  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the 
arteries,  the  flow  of  blood  may  cea^e  altogether ;  and,  5th,  On  the  other 
hand,  we  may  reason  very  naturally  to  the  conclusion  that  partial  or 
total  paralysis  of  this  same  muscular  coat  may  be  the  cause  of  very  ex- 
tensive arterial  engorgements ;  6th.  We  may  be  led  to  notice  many  cases 
depending  upon  the  want  of  sufficient  contractile  force  in  the  elastic 
ooat  of  the  aorta ;  lastly,  we  may  conclude  that  there  is  no  necessity  of 
imposing  upon  those  microscopic  organs,  the  capillaries,  a  function  and 
a  power  which  it  is  very  hard  to  believe  they  can  possess,  namely,  that 
of  being  grand  agents  in  carrying  on  the  circulation.  We  shall  observe 
that  they  are  admirably  adapted  to  certain  purposes,  being  made  wit! 
the  smallest  possible  diameter  in  order  that  the  atomic  elements  of  t}  d 
blood,  and  of  the  tissues  though  which  they  ramify,  may  be  brought 
into  suoh  near  relation  that  all  those  chemical  and  other  changes  may 
ooeur,  necessary  to  nutrition,  secretion,  and  elimination. 

It  may  be  proper  and  necessary  to  state,  that  the  commencements  of 
the  large  arteries,  springing  from  the  aorta,  which  are  not  supplied  with 
a  muscular  coat,  may  be  looked  upon  as  continuations  of  the  aorta,  and 
perfMtning  the  function  of  that  organ  heretofore,  in  this  paper,  assigned 
to  it.  The  aorta  and  those  commencements  of  the  arteries  are  here 
looked  upon  as  a  distinct  apparatus,  holding  a  middle  position  between 
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the  heart  and  the  arteries,  and  ezercidng  a  contractile  force  equal  to 
the  left  yentricle  of  the  heart  and  all  the  arteries  added  together. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

EDWARD    ROTTON,   M.  D. 

New  York,  Cor,  ^ih  Ave.  and  2Sd  St.^ 
July  9ih,  1856. 


Acute  Mania  symptomatic  of  inflamed  Bronchial  Membranes.     By  John 
G.  Meachbm,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Bulklet  : 

Dear  Sir: — As  the  following  case  possesses  some  interest,  I  place  it 
at  your  disposal. 

Miss ,  aged  23  years,  exercised  herself  violently,  washing,  which 

caused  a  very  profuse  perspiration,  and  while  in  that  heated  condition, 
sat  in  a  strong  current  of  air,  until  she  took  a  severe  cold,  producing  in- 
flammation of  the  bronchial  mucous  membranes.  She  had  a  sore  throat 
and  hoarseness,  pain  and  tightness  in  the  upper  part  of  the  chest,  air 
tended  with  some  difficulty  of  inspiration.  She  had  a  short  and  dry 
cough,  and  fever.  These  symptoms  continued  a  week,  when  she  be- 
came suddenly  deranged,  and  her  physician  was  sent  for. 

The  bronchial  symptoms  were  almost  entirely  maskf|d.  She  would 
answer  no  questions,  and  nothing  but  the  cough,  with  %  slight  expec- 
toration, remained  to  point  to  the  original  affection ;  consequently  he 
was  led  to  regard  the  disease  as  simple  idiopathic  mania.  After  treating 
her  three  or  four  weeks,  without  any  visible  improvement  in  her  condi- 
tion, he  advised  her  to  be  sent  to  an  insane  asylum,  as  the  only  place 
where  she  could  receive  proper  treatment,  and  be  cured.  At  this  time, 
which  was  about  five  weeks  from  the  first  attack,  I  was  called  to  see 
her.  She  was  then  in  a  state  of  violent  mania.  Her  ideas  were  given 
off  rapidly,  and  incoherently,  and  she  would  destroy  almost  every  thing 
upon  which  she  could  get  her  hands.  Her  countenance  was  wild  and 
furious.  The  pulse  was  a  little  accelerated.  The  cough  was  frequent 
and  teazing,  with  a  free  expectoration  of  a  yellowish  white  mucus,  of 
exceeding  tenacity.  It  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  on  account  of 
her  excitement,  that  I  could  make  any  physical  examination  of  the 
chest ;  but  I  was  enabled,  after  a  time,  to  satisfy  myself  that  she  was 
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laboring  under  decided  inflammation  <rf  the  hronehial  mucoui  memhwut. 
Her  Bystem,  in  other  respects,  as  far  as  I  could  discover,  was  normal. 

A  strong  counter-irritation  was  made  orer  the  chest  bj  means  of 
croton  oil ;  and  a  mixture  of  muriate  of  ammonia,  liquorice,  squills,  tart 
emetic  and  tinct.  of  opium,  was  given  every  four  hours,  and  a  large  blue 
pill  at  night  This  course  was  continued,  with  some  slight  exceptions, 
for  ten  days ;  when  the  cough  and  expectoration  ceased,  and  the  mind 
was  restored  to  its  natural  state.  Air  and  tonics  were  then  ordered,  and 
now,  four  weeks  from  my  first  visit,  she  is  entirely  well. 

The  mania  in  this  case  was  unquestionably  symptomatic  of  dUeoMed 
hronehial  membranes, 

John  G.  Mbachkm,  M.  D. 
Warsaw^  Wyoming  Co.y  N.  F. 


l^ns^M  %^m\s. 


NEW    YORK    HOSPITAL. 

Cases  of  Fracture  into  the  Knee-joint^  which  occurred  at  the  New  York 
Hospital  between  June  1,  1852,  and  August  1,  1856.  By  Henrt 
Van  Blarcom,  M.  D.,  Re^dent  Surgeon  of  the  Hospital. 

Thv  first  series  is  one  of  cases  of  either  the  tbigh  or  leg  commu- 
nicating directly  with  the  knee  joint ;  and  these  were  treated  without 
any  active  interference, — merely  by  perfect  rest,  with  some  cooling  lotion 
to  the  part  These  cases  convalesced  very  rapidly,  and  no  untoward 
symptom  developed  itself.  The  average  time  of  confinement  to  the 
splint  was  from  five  to  six  weekf»;  but  previously  to  this,  passive  motion 
at  the  joint  was  practiced,  at  the  end  of  about  three  weeks. 

Case  I. — William  Powell  was  admitted,  suffering  from  fracture  of 
the  thigh,  complicated  with  communication  with  the  knee-joint  by 
separation  of  the  condyles.  The  injury  occurred  while  he  was  in  a  state 
of  intoxication,  and  was  caused  by  a  fall  from  a  fourth-story  window, 
and  striking  on  some  flagging  below.  He  was  considerably  prostrated 
when  admitted.  Stimulants  were  freely  administered,  while  the  limb 
was  placed  on  a  double-inclined  plane.  Two  days  after  admission  he 
had  symptoms  of  delirium  tremens,  which,  however,  subsided  in  about 
thirty-six  hours.  During  the  paroxysm  of  delirium  tremens  it  was  with 
much  difficulty  that  the  joint  could  be  kept  quiet.  The  double-inclined 
plane  was  continued  to  the  limb ;  and  at  the  end  of  twenty-one  days, 
considerable  union  of  the  fragments  had  taken  place,— so  much  so,  that 
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passive  motion  was  oommenced.  Some  deformity  still  existed  at  the 
seat  of  fracture,  the  condyles  not  being  in  perfect  apposition.  Union 
continued  to  progress  day  by  day,  the  passive  motion  being  kept  up 
daily.  At  the  end  of  seven  weeks  his  thigh  was  firmly  united  ;  still, 
the  rigidity  at  the  joint  was  very  considerable.  At  the  end  of  ten 
weeks  he  was  discharged  cured,  passive  motion  in  the  interval  having 
almost  overcome  the  rigidity.  Still,  there  was  some  deformity  at  the 
knee.  During  the  whole  term  of  convalescence,  the  inflammation  had 
been  very  slight,  with  eflfusion  into  the  joint ;  but  this  all  subsided  at 
the  end  of  four  or  five  days. 

Case.  XL — John  Martin  fell  from  the  rigging  of  a  vessel  and  struck 
on  the  deck,  a  distance  of  about  forty  feet,  and  received  a  complicated 
fracture  of  the  thigh  at  its  lower  extremity.  The  condyles  were 
separated  from  the  shaft,  and  also  from  each  other.  There  was  con- 
siderable deformity,  and  crepitus  could  be  obtained  by  pressing  the  con- 
dyles together.  The  joint  was  distended,  and  the  condyles  projected 
on  either  side,  making  a  prominence.  The  limb  was  placed  over  a 
double-inclined  plane,  and  the  bones  brought  as  near  as  possible  to 
their  natural  position.  One  week  after  admission,  when  the  swelling 
had  nearly  all  subsided,  the  limb  was  placed  in  a  straight  apparatus, 
and  extension  and  counter-extension  made  on  it,  as  there  was  a  short- 
ening of  the  thigh  some  one  and  a  half  inches  on  admission.  This 
apparatus  was  continued  for  two  weeks,  but  did  not  have  any  effect  in 
reducing  the  shortening.  There  still  existed  deformity,  and  the  limb 
was  ajgain  placed  on  the  double-inclined  plane ;  and  in  three  weeks 
after  the  injury,  passive  motion  was  commenced,  union  progressing 
favorably  day  by  day.  In  four  weeks  and  a  half  the  limb  could  be 
bent  at  right  angles,  the  rigidity  was  quite  slight,  and  the  fragments 
were  nearly  consolidated.  He  continued  to  improve  week  by  week,  and 
at  the  end  of  six  weeks  the  fragments  were  firmly  united,  and  the  limb 
was  removed  from  the  plane ;  and  he  had  very  good  use  of  the  joint,  as 
there  was  not  much  rigidity  about  it ;  still,  there  was  one  inch  shorten- 
ing in  that  limb. 

Case  III. — Patrick  Clark,  shortly  before  admission  had  a  bank  of 
earth  fall  on  him,  causing  an  oblique  fracture  of  the  head  of  the  tibia, 
which  fracture  entered  the  knee-joint.  The  fragment  of  bone  was  dis- 
placed, and  threatened  to  come  through  the  skin.  Over  the  lower 
margin  of  the  fracture  there  was  a  laceration  about  one  inch  long,  but  this 
was  not  clearly  made  out  to  communicate  with  the  fracture.  He  was 
somewhat  prostrated  when  admitted;  but  by  the  free  use  of  stimulants, 
reaction  soon  came  on.  The  limb  was  placed  over  a  double-inclined  plane, 
and  secured ;  and  emp.  adbes.  applied  to  the  wound  over  the  seat  of  frac- 
ture, while  a  cold  lotion  was  applied  to  the  knee.  On  removing  the  adhe- 
sive plaster  one  week  after  the  injury,  the  wound  was  found  to  have 
entirely  healed.  The  limb  was  kept  perfectly  quiet,  the  joint  continued 
progressing  without  any  bad  symptoms ;  and  at  the  end  of  four  weeks 
after  the  injury,  some  considerable  union  had  taken  place.    The  limb  was 


410  Hotpiial  RtparU.  [Sept, 

then  remoTed  from  the  double-iocIiDed  plane,  and  a  starch  bandage 
and  pasteboard  splints  were  applied,  and  patient  ordered  to  be  ap  and 
about,  and  is  now  oonvalescing  rapidly. 

Cask  IV. — R.  Eotwistle,  about  half  an  hour  before  admission  had 
a  fire-«ngine  pass  over  the  lower  part  of  the  left  thigh.  On  admission, 
the  joint  was  considerably  swollen  and  distended;  and  on  examination 
there  was  found  to  be  an  oblique  fracture  of  the  lower  end  of  the  femur, 
entering  the  'knee-joint.  The  effusion  in  the  joint  continoed  for  a 
couple  of  weeks,  when  it  began  to  subside.  The  limb  had  been  im- 
mediately placed  over  a  double-iuclined  plane,  and  rest  enjoined  on  the 
patient;  he  had  no  bad  symptoms,  but  gradually  improved,  and  ia  now 
convalescing. 

Cask  V. —  *  ♦  *  *  White  wss  buried  beneath  a  brick  wall,  whioh 
fell  on  him,  and  caused  a  fracture  of  right  thigh,  splitting  the  condyles, 
and  separating  them  from  their  shaft.  The  head  of  the  tibia  on  tlie 
left  side  was  comminuted,  complicated  with  opening  into  the  knee-joint 
The  above  injuries  were  received  just  before  admission,  at  which  time 
the  joints  were  distended  from  effusion  into  the  cavities.  He  was  very 
much  prostrated  when  admitted.  The  right  limb  was  placed  over  a 
double-inclined  plane,  and  the  left  leg  placed  in  a  fracture  box ;  and 
stimulants  were  freely  given,  when  reaction  soon  came  on,  after  which 
he  took  an  anodyne.  The  parts  were  kept  very  quiet,  and  the  effusion 
into  the  joint  sub(»ided  at  about  the  end  of  ten  day^.  At  the  end  of 
four  weeks,  considerable  union  in  the  thigh  was  found  to  have  taken 
place.  There  was  very  considerable  rigidity  at  the  knee,  and  very  little 
mobility  of  the  fragments.  Five  weeks  after  admission  the  fracture  of 
the  leg  bad  progressed  so  favorably  that  it  was  placed  in  side  splints. 
In  six  weeks  after  the  accident,  the  thigh  was  removed  from  the  double- 
inclined  plane,  and  passive  motion  applied  daily  to  overcome  the  rigidity. 
The  other  joint  had  passive  motion  also  daily  applied.  The  joints  pro- 
gressed so  favorably  that  at  the  end  of  three  months  he  was  able  to 
walk  well. 

The  second  series  consists  of  fractures  complicated  with  communi- 
cation with  the  knee-joint  where  amputation  had  been  performed.  These 
cases  were  more  severe  than  the  previous  ones. 

Casb  I. — John  Bernard  was  caught  in  some  steamboat  machineiy, 
causing  a  compound  fracture  of  the  thigh  just  above  the  condyles. 
There  was  also  a  complication  by  the  separation  of  the  condyles  enter- 
ing the  joint.  The  condyles  were  detached  from  the  tibia.  Through 
the  opening  made  by  the  fragment  of  bone,  the  finger  could  be  parsed 
down  to  the  seat  of  fracture,  and  could  also  be  carried  into  the  knee- 
joint.  The  haemorrhage  from  the  wound  had  been  free  and  arterial,  pre- 
vious to  admission.  On  admission  there  was  free  venous  hemorrhage. 
There  was  extensive  swelling  and  ecchymosis  about  the  seat  of  injury. 
His  condition  was  very  good,  considering  the  loss  of  blood.  The  limb 
was  placed  over  a  double-inclined  plane,  and  the  wound  covered  by  a 
compress,  and  left  with  cold-water  dreesings.    Some  twenty-four  hours 
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after  the  accident,  when  reaction  had  fairly  come  on,  the  extent  of  the 
injury  was  found  to  be  so  great  that  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  operate. 
Patient  was  placed  under  the  influence  of  sulphuric  ether,  and  the  limb 
removed  at  the  junction  of  middle  and  lower  tnird.  Beaction  soon  came 
on  after  the  operation ;  but  in  forty-eight  hours  the  flaps  became  sloughy, 
and  the  patient  from  that  time  began  gradually  to  .fail.  He  continued 
failing,  until  at  the  end  of  five  weeks  after  the  injui^,  when  he  died. 

Oasb  II. — John  Frazer,  about  three  hours  before  admission,  as  near 
as  could  be  ascertained,  was  caught  between  a  passenger-car  and  a  plat- 
form. He  rolled  down  under  the  car,  and  did  not  £now  whether  the 
wheel  passed  over  his  leg  or  not ;  but  he  sustained  a  compound  fracture 
of  the  leg,  lacerating  the  muscles  very  extensively,  although  there  was 
only  a  very  small  opening  in  the  integuments.  There  was  very  free 
venous  haemorrhage  at  the  time.  The  fracture  of  the  leg  was  compli- 
cated with  a  communication  with  the  knee-joint.  He  was  considerably 
prostrated,  but  by  the  use  of  stimulants  reaction  gradually  came  on. 
Fifteen  hours  after  the  injury,  although  reaction  had  not  perfectly  taken 
place,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  operate  immediately.  Patient  was 
etherized,  and  the  limb  removed  at  the  knee-joint ;.  this  joint  was  f<^nd 
to  contain  blood.  The  operation  so  prostrated  him  that  he  did  not 
entirely  rally,  and  died  three  days  after  the  operation. 

The  third  series  is  one  in  which  the  injury  was  so  extensive  that  all 
interference  would  have  been  of  no  avail,  either  the  limb  being  so  man> 
gled,  or  prostration  being  so  great,  that  nothing  could  be  done. 

Casb  I. — John  Murray  had  a  large  dumb  waiter  fall  from  the  floor 
above  and  strike  him  on  the  head,  knocking  him  down,  and  resting  on 
him.  This  caused  a  comminuted  fracture  of  the  head  of  the  left  tibia, 
communicating  with  the  knee-joint;  there  was  also  a  comminuted  frac- 
ture of  the  patella  on  the  same  side.  This  limb  was  placed  on  a  single- 
inclined  plane,  such  as  are  used  for  fractures  of  the  patella ;  and  cold- 
water  dressings  were  applied  to  the  joint.  There  was  also  a  wound  of 
the  soft  parts  just  opposite  the  seat  of  fracture,  but  it  did  not  appear  to 
communicate  with  the  fracture.  Three  days  after,  the  wound  began  to 
discharge  unhealthy  pus.  Four  days  after  this,  a  large  bleb  formed 
over  the  inner  condyle,  and  in  one  week  a  slough  appeared,  which,  on 
separating,  left  an  opening  communicating  with  the  knee-joint.  He 
grew  weaker  from  the  time  the  slough  first  formed,  and  gradually  failed ; 
an  erysipelatous  blush  also  appearing  about  the  knee  at  this  time.  Two 
days  after  the  slough  separated,  several  abscesses  formed  just  above  the 
knee  in  the  thigh.  These  were  opened,  and  pus  flowed  freely.  He 
took  the  best  of  diet  and  stimulants ;  and  at  times  his  condition  would 
be  good,  but  he  would  soon  fall  ofl*  again.  The  erysipelas  disappeared 
in  three  days  after  its  first  appearance.  Two  weeks  after  the  injury 
three  more  abscesses  were  opened  in  the  thigh,  and  discharged  freely. 
His  strength  now  gave  way,  and  he  continued  gradually  to  fail.  A  week 
after  the  last  abscesses  were  opened,  free  arterial  haemorrhage  took  place 
from  the  openings  in  the  lower  part  of  the  thigh.    This  haemorrhage 


413 


Hospital  Beports.  D^ept, 


was  BO  free  that  it  became  necessarj  to  make  pressure  over  the  femoral 
artery,  to  cbeok  it.  The  loss  of  blood  and  his  previous  enfeebled  con- 
dition caused  great  prostration,  from  which,  in  a  few  hours,  he  died. 

Ca8b  II. — George  West,  while  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  fell  from  a 
sixth-story  window,  striking  on  some  flagging  below,  cau^ng  a  com- 
pound complicated  fracture  of  both  the  femur  and  tihia  of  the  right  side, 
with  considerable  haemorrhage.  These  fractures  were  complicated  by 
entering  the  knee-joint.  The  prostration  on  admission  was  very  great 
Stimulants  were  freely  administered,  but  failed  to  bring  on  reaction;  and 
he  died,  seven  hours  after  the  injury. 

Case  III. — ^James  Conway,  shoilly  before  admission  accidentally 
fell  from  a  fourth-story  window,  striking  on  the  pavement,  causing  a 
compound  fracture  of  the  thigh,  complicated  with  the  separation  of  the 
condyle,  and  the  fracture  entering  the  knee  joint  He  was  also  suffer- 
ing from  a  fracture  of  the  base  of  the  skull;  and  of  these  injuries  he  died 
in  one  hour  after  admission. 

Case  IV. — Peter  A.  Johnson,  half  an  hour  before  admission,  was 
run  over  by  a  railroad  car,  causing  a  compound  complicated  fracture  of 
the  leg,  which  also  communicated  with  the  knee  joint  He  was  very 
much  exhausted,  and  pulseless.  There  was  also  a  wound  of  the  artery, 
as  no  puliation  could  be  felt  on  the  foot  Leg  was  placed  in  a  fracture 
box,  and  stimulants  were  freely  given.  The  reaction  was  very  slight — 
not  sufficient  to  warrant  the  attempt  at  operation  ;  and  he  died  after  lin- 
gering for  three  days — perfect  reaction  having  failed  to  come  on. 

Case  V. — Samuel  Johnson,  one  hour  before  admission  was  assisting 
in  the  removal  of  a  large  plate  of  iron,  weighing  some  twelve  hundred 
pounds,  when  it  slipped  and  caught  his  thigh  against  a  platform,  causing 
a  compound  fracture  of  the  thigh,  which  was  complicated  by  the  crush- 
ing of  the  condyle,  and  communicating  with  the  knee  joint  The  lace 
ration  was  on  the  posterior  aspect  of  the  thigh,  and  about  the  size  of  a 
dollar.  No  pulsation  could  be  felt  in  either  the  anterior  or  posterior 
tibial  artery.  He  had  lost  a  great  deal  of  blood,  and  was  very  much 
prostrated.  There  was  free  arterial  hiemorrhage  when  he  came  in,  so 
much  so  that  it  was  only  controlled  by  pressure  over  the  femoral  artery. 
There  was  extensive  emphysema  about  the  knee  and  lower  part  of  the 
thigh.  Artificial  heat  was  applied,  and  stimulants  given;  but  in  spite  of 
these  means  he  continued  to  fnil,  and  at  the  end  of  four  hours  he  died. 

Case  VI. — James  Eiddell,  of  very  intemperate  habits,  while  in  a 
state  of  intoxication,  fell  down  a  flight  of  stairs,  causing  a  complicated 
fracture  of  the  thigh,  communicating  with  the  knee  joint,  with  separation 
of  the  condyles.  He  was  very  restless,  and  appeared  to  have  incipient 
delirium  tremens,  which  afterwards  became  more  evident  Tinct  of 
lupulin  and  porter  were  given,  without  any  benefit ;  during  one  of  his 
violent  paroxysms  he  died. 

Case  VII. — ^John  McGrath,  some  eight  days  before  admission  was 
ascending  from  a  coal  mine,  when  a  lat^e  drill  bar  struck  the  lower  third 
of  his  thigh,  the  end  of  the  bar  appearing  to  have  penetrated  as  &r  as 
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the  bone.  The  fracture  was  complicated  with  a  coromunication  with 
the  knee  joint.  On  admission,  the  thigh  was  oedematous  as  far  up  as 
the  trochanter,  and  there  was  also  an  erysipelatous  blush  aboye  the  thigh. 
The  wounds  looked  sloughy,  and  discharged  grumous  pus.  A  poultice 
was  applied  to  the  wound,  and  a  lotion  to  the  thigh.  Several  abscesses 
formed  in  the  thigh,  which  were  opened  and  discharged  freely.  His 
condition,  on  admission,  was  very  low ;  he  continued  to  fsil  daily,  and  at 
the  end  of.  eleven  days  he  died. 

Thus,  it  will  be  seen;  that  within  the  last  four  years  fourteen  cases  of 
fracture  into  the  kDce  joint  have  occurred;  and  that  out  of  these  only  five 
have  recovered — nine  having  proved  fatal. 


^rnaf  Mng5  nf  $nMts. 


I.— NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 

StaUd  Meeting,  Aug.  6,  1856.  The  President,  Dr.  W.  Parker,  in 
the  chair. 

Dr.  Fair,  of  Columbia,  S.  C,  was  introduced  to  the  meeting. 

The  Committee  on  Admissions  reported,  recommending  for  Resident 
Fellowship  the  following  persons:  Dr.  Frederick  Elliot,  No.  116  West 
Thirty- Fourth  st,  a  graduate  of  the  College  of  Physic,  and  Surgeons, 
New  York,  in  1851 ;  and  Dr.  Peter  Van  Buren,  West  Twenty-Second 
St.,  graduate  of  College  of  Physic,  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  1823. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  elected  Resident  Fellows :  Drs. 
Isidor  Glack,  Bradford  L.  B.  Baylies,  Frank  S.  Edwards,  Benj.  J.  Raphael, 
Henry  M.  Lyons,  Allen  S.  Church,  George  McAllister,  and  John  G. 
Sewall. 

The  Section  on  Obstetrics  made  a  written  report  No  reports  from 
the  other  Sections. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gardner ,  Dr.  Griscom  was  requested,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Chairman  of  the  Section  on  Public  Health,  to  call  the  Sec- 
tion together. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Watson,  Dr.  Fair  was  requested  to  favor  the 
Academy  with  the  results  of  any  experience  he  might  have  on  the  sub- 
ject of  yellow  fever. 

Dr.  Fair  stated  that,  living  in  an  inland  town,  he  had  not  had  much 
experience  in  that  disease,  the  only  cases  he  had  seen  having  been  such 
as  bad  been  brought  from  Charleston  and  Savannah,  during  the  preva- 
lence of  the  disease  in  those  cities;  the  disease  appearing  on  the  road,  or 
after  their  arrival.  They  were  twelve  in  number,  of  whom  ten  died ; 
and  post-mortem  examinations  were  made  of  all.  They  occurred  in 
various  localities ;  some  were  removed  to  a  pest-house,  isolated  from  the 
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oity.  One  lady  was  taken  ill  in  a  hotel  which  was  filled  with  boarders. 
The  landlord  poaitively  refused  to  have  her  sent  from  the  house,  if  every 
occupant  left  it  in  consequence.  He  was  sustained  by  the  physicians, 
and  few,  if  any,  boarders  left.  The  result  was,  that  not  a  case  of  yellow 
fever  occurred  among  the  physicians,  nurses,  or  inmates  of  the  house. 
In  fact,  not  a  single  case  occurred  in  the  city,  except  the  twelve  which 
originated  on  the  seaboard,  and  were  imported  into  the  town. 

Dr.  Bulkley  reported  six  cases  of  yellow  fever  as  having  been  brought 
to  the  New  York  Hospital  during  the  month  of  July,  all  of  which  could 
be  traced  to  some  known  source  of  infection. 

Dr.  B.  remarked,  in  connection  with  the  subject  of  the  contagion  of 
the  disease,  that  cases  had  been  occasionally  brought  to  that  Hospital 
during  the  past  four  or  five  years,  and  that  in  no  case  had  it  been  com- 
muoicated  to  any  of  its  inmates,  or  of  the  attendants. 

Dr.  Oriscom  also  mentioned  a  case  of  this  disease  as  having  been 
brought  to  the  Hospital  since  the  Ist  of  August  No  case  had  originated 
in  the  city  to  the  knowledge  of  either  of  these  gentlemen. 

The  President  remarked  that  Dr.  Alonzo  Clark  had  recently  been 
engaged  in  the  literature  of  this  disease,  and  the  Academy  would  be 
glad  to  hear  from  him. 

Dr.  Clark  stated  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  make  a  recital  with 
perfect  accuracy ;  but  so  far  as  his  memory  served,  he  would  ^ve  the 
results  of  his  reading. 

Dr.  C.  then  gave  a  brief  account  of  the  prevalence  of  yellow  fever  in 
this  city,  from  the  time  of  its  first  recorded  appearance,  presenting  many 
statistical  and  etiological  facts  of  interest  and  importance.  Almost  in* 
variably  the  weather  was  unusually  warm  and  dry.  In  1795  it  was 
warm  and  dry,  the  epidemic  commencing  after  a  rain.  Dr.  C.  had  no- 
ticed that  three  times,  extreme  heat,  followed  by  rain,  and  again  fol- 
lowed by  heat,  had  ushered  in  the  epidemic* 

Dr.  Clark  said  that  one  great  cause  for  the  less  amount  of  mortality 
in  1822  was  from  the  means  taken  to  isolate  it.  The  infected  district 
waa  fenced  in,  the  stores  shut,  and  business  suspended.  Many  left  the 
city.  In  1819  the  authorities  requested,  portions  of  the  city  to  be 
evacuated.  In  1822,  it  was  for  the  first  time  fenced  up,  and  the  infected 
portion  entirely  deserted.  In  every  case,  except  in  1822,  the  disease 
started  between  Whitehall  and  Market  streets.  In  1822  it  appeared 
originally  at  the  foot  of  Rector  street. 

Dr.  Isaac  Wood  said  that  he  remembered  a  sewer  which  opened 
near  the  locality  where  this  epidemic  commenced,  and  that  it  was  very 

*  As  the  statements  made  by  Dr.  Clark  were  neceuarily  imperfect,  from  hia 
haring  made  no  special  preparation  for  the  occasion,  we  called  upon  him  after 
the  meeting,  and  were  favored  with  an  opportnnitj  of  more  fall  and  more  correei 
abstracts  from  notes  made  by  him ;  and  have  thought  that  it  would  be  more  int«r- 
«stiDg  to  oar  readers  to  present  them  in  a  separate  form..  We  have  therefore 
done  so  in  an  editorial  on  this  subject,  in  which  we  have  also  noted  additional 
facta,  derived  from  other  sooroes,  and  hav«  thus  endeavored  to  give  the  leading 
facta  in  the  history  of  the  disease  in  New     ork  to  the  present  time. — Edxtob, 
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foul  and  noisome.  Dr.  Seaman,  the  editor  of  a'  medical  journal  at  that 
time,  noted  that  on  one  night  a  very  large  number  of  cases  occurred 
on  one  side  of  John  street,  and  that  it  was  observed  that  the  wind  had 
blown  strongly  from  the  opposite  direction;  and  he  acounted  for  it  by 
the  fumes  from  the  sewer. 

In  1822  the  regularity  of  the  march  of  the  epidemic  was  so  marked 
that  one  might  calculate  with  just  accuracy  its  advance,  and  where  it 
would  be  on  the  next  or  succeeding  day.  He  never  was  so  impressed 
with  awe  as  from  the  solitude  of  tJbe  deserted  city.  One  might  travel 
for  hours  through  the  vacant  streets  and  see  only  an  occasional  head 
peeping  through  the  half  closed  shutters,  and  this,  too,  when  there  were 
but  few  deaths. 

Dr.  Clark  said  that  in  1805  the  first  case  of  yellow  fever  appeared 
in  June,  but  its  presence  was  not  declared  until  the  28th  July.  Some- 
times its  appearance  was  as  late  as  the  middle  of  September, — ^generally 
in  the  beginning  of  August 

Dr.  Gardner  stated  that  he  had  lately  been  informed  by  the  ofScen 
of  the  customs,  that  they  were  scarcely  able  to  quarantine  either  vessels 
or  goods ;  that  all  manner  of  means  were  adopted  by  reckless  merchants 
in  order  to  bring  their  goods  to  the  city.  Perjury,  bribes,  threats,  were 
resorted  to,  by  those  who  would  risk  the  lives  of  thousands  rather  than 
hazard  a  tithe  of  their  gains.  Some  custom-house  officers  had  already 
died  from  foolish  rashness  in  entering  suspected  vessels,  but  that  from 
them  no  new  cases  had  sprung. 

Dr.  WaUon  said  that  the  Ameiican  journals  were  more  full  upon 
the  statistics  and  treatment  of  yellow  fever  than  upon  almost  any  other 
subject.  He  moved  that  Dr.  Clark  be  added  to  the  section  of  Public 
Health,  and  that  he  and  they  be  requested  to  continuo  to  investigate 
the  subject  of  yellow  fever,  and  report  to  the  next  and  following  meet- 
ings.    Carried. 

Dr.  Sayre  laid  before  the  Academy  specimens  of  wire  splints,  which 
were  referred  to  the  section  on  Surgery. 

Dr.  Griscom  reported  the  existence  of  a  patented  instrument  for 
fishing  for  tape-worm  by  means  of  a  gold  trap,  which  the  patient  is  to 
swallow,  and  by  means  of  a  string  attached  to  which,  the  worm  is  to  be 
pulled  up — when  caught.  Not  only  has  the  inventor  patented  the  in- 
strument, but  he  has  also  obtained  a  patent  for  the  plan  of  fishing  up 
tape-worms. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 

II.  NEW  YORK  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

Extracts  from  the  Minutes.    Reported  by  E.  Lee  Jones,  M.  D., 
Recording  Secretary. 

Regular  Meeting,  May  28, 1856.  Dr.  A.  Clark  presented  specimens 
firom  a  case  of  eenme  cysts  of  the  kidney,  complicated  with  apoplexy. 
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The  patient,  a  female,  aged  40  years,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  admitted 
into  Bellevtie  Hospital  on  the  11th  of  May,  1856.  At  the  time  of  ad- 
mission, she  appeared  stupid,  could  give  no  account  of  herself,  and  re- 
sisted all  attempts  to  undress  her,  so  that  the  nurse  thought  she  was 
drunk.  After  being  placed  in  bed,  she  was  restless,  occAsionally  mut- 
tering, until  about  1 1  o'clock,  when  her  breathing  suddenly  became 
slow  and  labored.  The  House  Physician  was  immediately  summoned ; 
but  when  he  reached  the  ward,  the  attack  had  passed  off,  and  she  was 
breathing  easily,  at  the  rate  of  about  twenty  a  minute,  expiration  pro- 
longed and  sighing ;  pulse  about  100.  She  resisted  attempts  at  exam- 
ination, and  could  not  be  fully  aroused.  The  pupils  were  Eomewhat 
contracted,  but  acted  well  when  the  candle  was  approached  or  withdrawn 
from  them.  There  was  no  paralysis  of  either  side,  but  the  right  cheek 
was  puffed  out  at  each  expiration.  At  2^  o'clock  she  had  a  convulsive 
attacK,  lasting  a  few  minutes;  her  condition  after  the  attack  remained 
nearly  the  same  as  before.  At  6  o'clock  the  nurse  reported  her  the 
same ;  her  bowels  had  moved  freely  at  5^  o'clock, — the  stool  dark  and 
very  offensive.  Soon  after  this,  another  convulsion  occurred.  Her  con- 
dition was  not  materially  changed;  at  11  o'clock  a  third  convulsion 
came  on,  and  immediately  after  she  died.  She  was  not  known  to  have 
passed  urine  since  her  admission  to  hospital. 

Autopsy,  9  A.  M.  Monday  10th.  22  hours  after  death.— On 
opening  the  cranium  a  large  clot  was  found  in  the  arachnoid  cavity,  on 
the  right  side,  filling  the  middle  fossa  and  the  space  between  the  cere- 
brum and  cerebellum,  and  extending  up  over  the  side  of  the  cerebrum 
to  its  superior  surface.  There  were  signs  of  recent  arachnitis.  Several 
ounces  of  bloody  serum  escaped.  The  liver  was  of  a  bronze  color,  quite 
small,  weighing  only  2^  lb«.  The  kidneys  were  found  greatly  increased 
in  size  and  weight,  extending  from  the  diaphragm  to  the  iliac-fossa. 
Their  surfaces  were  entirely  covered  with  serous  cysts,  which  were  full 
and  prominent  when  first  removed,  but  now  are  soft  and  flabby.  The 
right  kidney  measured  :  length,  9^ ;  width,  5^ ;  depth,  3, — ^inches.  The 
left  kidney  measured  :  length,  9^  ;  width,  5 ;  depth,  2}, — inches.  The 
weight  of  right  kidney,  47^;  left  kidney,  44^, — ounces. 

Dr.  Clark  observed  that  the  relation  between  uraemia  and  convul- 
sions was  frequently  seen,  and  he  considered  the  convulsions  in  this 
instance  a  consequence  of  ursemia  rather  than  of  apoplexy. 

One  remarkable  thing  in  these  cases  is  the  length  of  time  these 
serous  cysts  may  exist,  and  no  prominent  symptoms  be  present.  The 
disease  in  these  kidneys  had  doubtless  continued  a  long  time,  and  if  we 
can  credit  the  statement  of  her  husband,  she  had  never  experienced 
much  inconvenience  from  this  cause,  until  a  few  days  previous  to  her 
entrance  into  the  Hospital.  The  reason  of  this  is  probably  due  to  the 
fact,  that  these  cysts  are  formed  in  the  substance  of  the  organ,  and  the 
secreting  portion  remains,  the  kidney  structure  being  broken  up  be- 
tween, and  forming  a  part  of  the  walls  of  the  cyst.  Dr.  Clark  referred 
to  his  views  ezpreued  at  a  few  meetings  since,  that  these  cyats  will  be 
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found  not  to  depend  on  dilatation  of  the  investment  of  the  malpighian 
bodies,  nor  any  enlargement  of  the  natural  cells  of  the  tubes,  or  obstruc- 
tion of  the  uriniferous  ducts,  but  due  to  cells^  deposited  in  the  stroma  of 
the  kidney,  between  and  outside  of  the  ducts,  <&c.  (See  remarks  of  Dr. 
Clark  on  the  origin  of  serous  cysts,  in  the  Proceedings  of  March  26, 
1856,  in  our  July  No.) 

Dr.  Detmold  exhibited  the  globe  of  an  eye,  removed  after  the 
manner  practiced  by  Mr.  Grichett,  one  week  since.  8ome  six  weeks 
previous  to  the  operation,  the  patient,  a  woman  between  20  and  30 
years  of  age,  presented  herself  with  symptoms  of  amaurosis.  She  was 
dismissed  as  a  hopeless  case.  A  few  days  previous  to  its  removal,  she 
again  sought  his  advice.  At  that  time  the  eye  was  in  a  state  of  general 
inflammation,  the  lens  opaque,  and  pressed  close  against  the  concave 
surface  of  the  cornea,  at  the  lower  segment  of  which  was  a  small  scler- 
otic staphylomatous  tumor.  The  diagnosis  arrived  at  was  a  tumor 
within  the  ball  of  the  eye.  The  inflammation  was  intense,  pain  great, 
and  the  probable  sympathetic  inflammation  in  the  sound  globe  induced 
him  to  remove  the  eye. 

The  vitreous  body  has  disappeared,  the  pigment  dissolved,  and  when 
cut  into,  a  dirty  brown  liquid  flowed  out,  containing  a  few  filaments, 
which  seem  to  be  the  remains  of  the  retina.  At  the  point  where  the  optic 
nerve  passes  out,  two  or  three  small  tumors  are  seen. 

The  operation  was  performed  by  an  incision  around  the  cornea, 
about  a  line  from  its  circumference,  then  dividing  the  attachments  of 
the  muscles  and  the  optic  nerve  with  a  pair  of  curved  scissors. 

It  is  just  one  week  since  its  removal,  and  the  parts  have  almost 
healed ;  and  he  has  never  seen  more  perfect  motion,  or  a  case  more 
adapted  for  an  artificial  eye. 

Dr.  T,  C.  Finnell  presented  a  hearty  obtained  from  a  gentleman  46 
years  old,  a  free  liver>  and  of  active  habits,  who  died  suddenly  yesterday 
morning.  On  inspection,  abundant  atheromatous  deposit  is  seen  in  the 
aorta,  and  also  two  perforations  situated  just  above  the  aortic  valves ; 
one  of  them  complete,  opens  into  the  pericardium,  which  was  greatly 
distended  with  blood ;  the  other  was  incomplete. 

Dr.  Markoe  inquired  as  to  the  mode  of  death ;  how  long  he  lived  ? 

Dr.  Finnell  stated  that  death  was  instantaneous. 

Dr.  M.  said  that  this  mode  of  death  was  peculiar  to  ruptures  at  this 
point — that  in  a  dozen  or  more  instances  collected  by  him  a  few  years 
since,  death  invariably  occurred  extremely  suddenly.  He  supposes  the 
heart  emptied,  and  blood  poured  out  into  the  pericardium,  and  death 
ensues  before  a  second  contraction  takes  place. 

Dr.  Finnell  then  presented  a  stomach,  showing  the  effects  of  poison- 
ing by  arsenic ;  its  mucous  lining  was  intensely  reddened  throughout. 
The  patient  lived  6  or  7  hours. 

Regular  Meeting^  June  11,  1856.     Dr.  Aloftao  Clark  reported  on 
the  case  of  tumors  of  the  eye,  exhibited  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  So- 
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ciety,  by  Dr.  Detmold.  The  optio  nenre  iUelf  was  oot  implicatad 
in  the  disease.  The  tumor  seemed  to  be  oompoeed  of  two  dbtinct  puti, 
one  light  and  the  other  dark ;  in  the  center  of  the  light  portion  u  a 
dark  spot  A  fibrous  tunio  invests  the  tumor.  Microscopic  examioa- 
tion  shows  it  to  be  entirely  composed  of  that  variety  of  cell,  now  denied 
to  be  cancerous,  the  double-caudate  corpuscle  of  MuUer.  He  could  not 
divest  himself  of  the  idea,  that  these  tumors  were  of  a  malignant  nature ; 
and  those  holding  a  contrary  opinion,  admit  their  not  uofrequent  re- 
production, a  marked  characteristic  of  malignancy.  In  the  dark  por- 
tion, hiematoidine  exists  in  great  abundance ;  and,  in  fact^  the  whole 
tumor  is  more  or  less  darkened  by  its  presence. 

Dr.  Clark  next  presented  a  specimen  sent  to  him  by  Dr.  Bnrdett  of 
the  Flatbush  Hospital.  It  is  a  fibrous  tumor,  on  the  exterior  of  the  fun- 
dus of  the  uterus,  weighing  18  pounds. 

It  is  composed  of  two  distinct  portions — one  part  hard,  the  othu 
soft ;  the  two  blending  together  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  it  im- 
possible to  determine  where  the  one  ends  and  the  other  commences. 
Near  the  central  part  of  this  large  tumor,  were  cysta  containing  several 
ounces  of  serous  fluid. 

Now,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  soft  portion  ?  Is  it  cancerous  ?  If 
so,  we  have  a  solution  of  a  point,  often  the  subject  of  discussion  at  onr 
meetings,  whether  fibrous  tumors  ever  assume  a  malignant  character. 
This  softened  portion,  so  far  as  its  general  appearance  goes,  may  be  en- 
cephaloid  cancer,  or  the  soft  variety  of  fibrous  tumor.  But  with  this 
tumor  was  brought  the  liver,  16  pounds  in  weight,  which  contains 
several  masses,  large  and  small,  of  what  will  hardly  be  doubted  is 
encephaloid  deposit;  and  has  the  same  vascularity  and  general  con- 
sistence as  the  softened  portion  of  the  uterine  tumor,  and  seems  to  be  of 
the  same  character. 

The  microscopic  examination  was  not  entirely  satisfactory,  except 
as  demonstrating  the  two  deposits  as  identical  in  nature ;  if  one  ia  can- 
cerous, the  other  is — both  being  constituted  mainly  of  fibers  and  cells, 
the  latter  of  large  size,  more  or  less  fatty,  more  or  less  rounded  ;  the 
nuclei,  in  most  instances,  obscured  by  the  brownish  opacity  produced 
in  them  by  the  alcohol  in  which  the  specimen  had  been  macerated, — or 
otherwise  wanting.  If  so,  then  here  is  an  instance  showing  the  degen- 
eration of  fibrous  into  malignant  growths. 

Nothing  of  importance  occurred  in  the  progress  of  the  disease.  It 
was  removed  from  a  colored  woman,  40  years  of  age,  who  first  became 
aware  of  the  existence  of  the  uterine  tumor  about  seven  yeara  since. 
The  softened  portion,  being  about  one-fifth  of  the  whole  mass,  appeared 
mainly  as  one  large  mass ;  but  there  were  numerous  softened  spots,  in 
the  substance  of  the  tumor,  of  small  size. 

Dr.  McCready  presented  a  specimen  of  ulceration  and  perforatioD 
of  the  appendix  vermiforrois,  from  hardened  foeces. 

On  Wednesday,  June  4th,  he  was  called  to  visit  a  slight,  somewhat 
delicate  boy  in  appearance,  though  habitually  eijoying  good  healt]i« 
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Two  days  preyious,  immediately  after  dinner,  he  had  eaten  a  large 
piece  of  cocoa-nut.  From  that  time  he  h^  suffered  colicky  pains  in 
the  bowels.  He  had  vomited  slightly,  and  a  dose  of  castor-oil  had  been 
administered,  which  had  acted  freely.  He  was  fonsd  with  a  cool  skin, 
and  a  tranquil  expression  of  countenance ;  the  tongue  clean,  the  pulse 
about  100,  and  without  tension.  The  pain  complained  of  was  aggra- 
vated at  intervals,  and  was  located  in  the  epigastric  and  right  hypo- 
chondriac regions.  He  complained  of  tenderness  on  preasure;  but 
when  it  was  made  gradually,  he  bore  it  well.  A  dose  of  calomel  and 
Dover's  powder  was  ordered,  to  be  followed  in  the  morning  by  a  mix- 
ture of  rhubarb  and  soda.  The  medicine  operated  freely,  but  without 
affording  relief.  Morphine  in  full  doses  was  now  prescribed,  and  the 
pain  was  for  a  time  alleviated,  and  the  pulse  reduced  in  frequency. 
The  pain,  however,  returned,  and  the  pulse  rose  to  116.  The  abdomen 
was  slightly  swollen,  and  the  tenderness  referred  to,  in  the  sanie  resion 
as  before,  was  somewhat  increased.  He  complained  that  it  hurt  him 
to  rise,  or  to  turn  in  bed.  This,  however,  was  not  constant ;  since  he, 
on  different  occasions,  turned  and  raised  himself  to  a  sitting  posture,  at 
my  request,  without  complaint.  The  decubitus  was  natural,  generally 
on  the  side ;  legs  were  not  drawn  up ;  the  countenance  was  natural 
and  the  skin  soft;  He  was  put  on  the  use  of  calomel  and  opium :  two 
fgrains  of  the  former,  with  a  half-grain  of  the  latter,  being  ordered 
every  three  hours.  The  opium,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  diminished 
the  secretion  of  urine,  and  also  produced  slight  retention ;  the  patient 
passing  it  but  once  in  24  hours. 

On  the  morning  of  Sunday,  June  8th,  Dr.  Gurdon  Buck  saw  the 
child,  in  consultation.  The  symptoms  had  not  materially  altered ;  the 
pulse  ranged  from  116  to  120,  and  was  soft,  and  of  moderate  fullness; 
the  tongue  clean ;  the  skin,  countenance,  and  decubitus  natural.  As 
the  bowels  had  not  been  n»)ved  for  nearly  three  days,  a  large  enema, 
with  a  spoonful  of  castor-oil,  was  ordered ;  and  warm  fomentations  to  the 
abdomen,  which  had  previously  been  applied,  were  continued.  On 
visiting  the  patient  at  1  P.  M.,  his  coimtenance  was  sunken,  and  pulse 
very  frequent,  and  scarcely  perceptible.  The  skin  was  bathed  in  per- 
spiration, and  there  was  some  coldness  of  the  extremities.  The  pain 
was  gone,  and  the  little  patient  moved  freely  in  all  directions.  Soon 
after  the  administration  of  the  enema,  he  bad  a  large  watery  evacuation, 
and  had  passed  urine  freely.  This  was  followed  by  vomiting  of  a  quan- 
tity of  dark,  green-looking  fluid. 

During  the  afternoon  and  evening,  the  vomiting  recurred  several 
times  ;  and  acute  pain  in  the  abdomen  was  complained  of.  The  child 
became  exceedingly  restless,  tossing  about  in  bed ;  the  extremities  colder, 
the  countenance  more  livid  and  sunken,  and  finally  expired  at  about 
three  o*clock  on  the  morning  of  the  10th. 

Postmortem  examination^  14  hours  after  death.  Abdomen, — On 
opening  the  abdomen,  it  was  found  filled  with  a  considerable  quantity 
of  sero-purulent  fluid.    The  intestines  were  universally  glued  together 
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by  soft  adhesions,  which  were  readily  broken  up.  In  several  places 
where  two  folds  would  be  adherent,  there  would  be  at  the  place  of  ad- 
hesion, a  dark  brown,  circamscribed  patch,  with  a  well-defined  margin, 
resembling  so  closely  the  appearance  of  gangrene  after  strangulated 
hernia,  as  to  be  at  first  taken  for  gangrene  by  Dr.  Buck. 

The  intensity  of  the  inflammation  was  evidently  greatest  about  the 
hypogastric  region ;  and  raising  the  intestines  from  the  pelvis,  the 
effused  fluid  was  found  there  of  a  darker  color,  having  a  brownish 
tinge.    There  was,  however,  no  feculent  odor. 

Amid  the  mass  of  large  intestine  which  dipped  down  into  the  pel- 
vis, the  appendix  vermiforrois  was  found,  intensely  inflamed,  much 
enlarged,  and  having  a  flattened  appearance.  It  contained  a  concre- 
tion about  the  size  of  a  swollen  white  bean.  No  perforation  was  no- 
ticeable'. On  being  laid  open,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  appendix 
was  intensely  inflamed,  the  inflammation  extending  to  the  neighbor- 
ing large  intestine,  the  follicles  of  which  were  enlarged  and  prominent. 
The  concretion  consisted  apparently  of  a  small  feculent  mass  which 
had  formed  itself  around  two  or  three  minute  whitish  bodies  about  the 
size  of  strawberry  seeds.  The  appendix,  with  the  caput  coli,  was  re- 
moved, and,  after  maceration  one  hour  in  water,  several  minute  ulcera- 
tions were  evident ;  one  of  which,  about  the  size  of  a  pin's  head,  had 
perforated  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  The  other  organs  were  not 
examined. 

Dr.  Finnell  presented  an  instance  of  rupture  of  the  small  intestine, 
from  violence.  The  patient  from  whom  this  was  obtained,  was  30  years 
old,  a  stout,  healthy  man,  who  was  violently  beaten  about  the  head, 
and  kicked  in  the  abdomen.  He  instantly  complained  of  severe  pain 
in  the  bowels,  sickness  at  stomach,  and  great  prostration  of  strength. 
In  a  few  minutes  he  recovered  sufficiently  to  walk  home,  a  distance  of 
several  blocks.  The  pain  still  continuing,  a  physician  was  called,  who 
attended  him  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  took  place  thirteen 
hours  after  the  injury. 

The  autopsy  revealed  extensive  peritonitis  ;  and  a  circular  perfora- 
tion about  the  size  of  a  five-cent  piece  was  found  in  the  ilium,  about 
three  feet  from  the  coecum.  The  contents  of  the  intestine  passing  into 
the  peritoneal  cavity,  produced  inflammation  and  death. 

A  second  specimen  of  ulceration  of  the  appendix  vermiformis  was 
presented  by  Dr.  EnoSy  who  obtained  it  from  a  girl  7  years  old,  who 
complained  first  of  pain  in  the  bowels.  Supposing  It  to  be  intestinal 
irritation,  he  administered  a  cathartic ;  no  relief  followed.  Inflamma- 
tion then  set  in  actively,  with  pain, — ^rapid  pulse.  These  symptoms 
increased,  and  she  died  on  the  third  day. 

Sero-purulent  fluid  in  abundance  was  found  in  the  abdominal  cavity. 
The  appendix  was  perforated  at  its  junction  with  the  caput,  by  a  mass 
of  impacted  foeces.  The  opening  was  on  the  ccecal  side  of  the  foreign 
body. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Times  : 

Sir, — I  have  lately  received,  from  a  correspondent  \u  Paris,  an  inter- 
esting account  of  some  experiments  made  by  Professor  Claude  Bernard, 
touching  the  influence  of  carbonic  acid  on  the  function  of  respiration. 

If  you  think  the  paper  desirable  for  publication,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
place  it  at  your  disposal  for  that  purpose. 

Very  truly  yours, 

JOHN  T.  METCALFE. 
34  East  14th  St.,  August  Sth,  1856. 

Professor  Claude  Bernard  on  Respiration^  as  influenced  by  Carbonic 

Acid, 

Among  the  many  courses  of  medical  instruction  now  progressing  in 
this  city,  no  one,  perhaps,  excites  a  greater  interest  than  that  which  en- 
gages the  labors  of  M.  Claude  Bernard.  His  subject  is  '*  The  effects  of 
medicinal  and  poisonous  agents." 

Hitherto,  he  has  treated  principally  of  the  physiological  actions  of 
poisons ;  and  with  his  characteristic  ingenuity  of  experiment  upon  the 
living  body,  has  added  many  new  facts  to  science,  and  presented  in  a 
novel  light  some  facta  already  known.  It  may  interest  you  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  results  of  his  investigations  into  the  rationale  of 
poisoning  by  carbonic  acid.  I  send  you,  therefore,  the  following  ac- 
count, which  is  a  condensed  report  of  his  lectures  recently  given  upon 
this  subject. 

Experiment, — A  greenfinch  was  placed  under  a  bell-glass  of  two 
litres  capacity,  filled  with  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  oxygen  and  atmos- 
pheric air.  The  greenfinch  died  at  the  end  of  two  hours  and  a  half.  A 
linnet  was  then  placed  under  the  same  jar.  It  breathed  with  difSculty ; 
but,  at  the  expiration  of  fifteen  minutes,  was  withdrawn  uninjured. 
Another  greenfinch,  afterwards  placed  under  the  same  glass,  was  allowed 
to  remain  ten  minutes,  when  it  was  removed  alive. 

An  analysis  of  the  air  contained  in  the  jar  was  now  made.  The 
carbonic  acid  was  treated  with  potassa;  the  oxygen  with  pyrogallic 
acid ;  and  the  nitrogen  ascertained  by  difference.  This  gave  the  fol- 
lowing results:  O  39,  N  48,  C0»  18—100. 

The  experiments  of  Regnault  and  Reiset,  as  well  as  those  of  Bernard, 
have  established  the  fact  that  an  atmosphere  of  oxygen  is  not  poisonous. 
How,  then,  can  we  explain  the  difference  between  their  results  and  that 
just  obtained  \  Evidently  it  is  to  be  ascribed  to  this :  that  the  condi- 
tions were  not  the  same  in  the  two  cases.  In  the  experiments  of  Reg- 
nault and  Reiset,  the  carbonic  acid  was  removed  as  fast  as  it  was  gener- 
ated; bat  in  the  one  just  detailed,  that  precaution  was  not  taken ;  and 
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from  the  well-known  harmlessness  of  nitrogen,  it  is  to  the  carbonic  acid 
alone  that  it  is  possible  to  attribute  the  effects  produced. 

'  Nevertheless,  this  gas  may  be  injected  into  the  subcutaneous  cellular 
tissue,  into  the  veins,  and  into  the^arteries,  without  causing  any  symp- 
toms of  poisoning  whatever. 

Experiment  I. — A  litre  of  carbonic  acid  gas  was  injected  into  the 
subcutaneous  areolar  tissue  of  a  rabbit ;  the  skin  of  the  animal  being 
puffed  up  by  the  injection.  At  the  end  of  an  hour  the  swelling  had 
disappeared,  and  the  gas  had  been  almost  wholly  absorbed,  but  no  per- 
ceptible effect  had  been  produced  on  the  animal. 

Experiment  II. — A  dog  was  taken,  the  jugular  vein  exposed,  and 
thirty-two  cubic  centimetres  of  carbonic  acid  injected  slowly  into  the 
cardiac  end  of  the  vessel.  So  little  was  the  animal  disturbed,  that,  im- 
mediately afterwards,  a  similar  injection  was  made  into  the  arterial 
system. 

Experiment  III. — through  an  orifice  made  in  the  left  carotid  artery, 
a  long,  slender,  flexible  tube  was  passed,  until  it  reached  the  aorta. 
Into  this  tube  the  gas  was  forced  by  injection.  The  dog  showed  no 
signs  of  suffering,  and  when  released,  he  escaped  apparently  as  well  and 
lively  as  before  the  operation. 

An  animal  dying  in  an  atmosphere  of  carbonic  acid  exhibits  the 
same  negative  symptoms  as  when  placed  in  hydrogen  or  nitrogen  gas. 
^  There  are  no  convulsions  or  signs  of  suffering  such  as,  generally,  accom- 
^  pany  the  action  of  poisons ;  and  death  appears  to  take  place  simply  from 
deprivation  of  vital  air,  i.  e.  oxygen.  It  is  remarkable,  however,  that 
death  will  take  place  in  a  medium  containing  a  much  larger  proportion 
of  oxygen,  than  common  atmospheric  air;  provided  only,  a  certain 
amount  of  carbonic  acid  be  present.  Thus,  a  bird  placed  in  a  mixture 
of  equal  parts  of  carbonic  acid  and  oxygen  gases,  perished  almost  instan- 
taneously. 

The  following  solution  of  the  phenomenon  is  proposed  by  M.  Ber- 
nard: 

There  are  three  gases  which  are  simply  irrespirable,  and  which, 
though  incapable  of  supporting  life,  are  yet  incapable  of  destroying  it 
through  any  positively  poisonous  properties  they  possess.  These  three 
gases  are,  nitrogen,  hydrogen,  and  carbonic  acid.  The  latter,  which  re- 
sembles the  other  two  in  its  inaptitude  to  sustain  life,  differs  from  them 
by  its  much  greater  solubility  in  the  blood.  It  might  result  from  this, 
that  when  a  mixture  of  oxygen  and  carbonic  acid  arrived  in  the  lung, 
the  blood  passing  through  it  would  absorb  but  a  small  amount  of  oxy- 
gen, taking,  in  preference,  a  larger  quantity  of  the  more  soluble  gas. 
This,  at  least,  would  be  the  physical  tendency  of  the  phenomena ;  or,  in 
other  terms,  such  would  be  the  phenomena  taking  place,  could  the  ab- 
sorption of  the  gases,  in  the  process  of  respiration,  be  reduced  to  a  mere 
question  of  solubility. 

But  the  problem  is  a  far  more  complicated  one.  The  blood  that 
arrives  in  the  lungs  is  venous ;  and,  consequently,  highly  charged  with 
carbonic  acid.     In  traversing  the  lung,  it  not  only  absorbs  the  gas  it 
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•noomitera,  but  also  exhales  a  certain  proportion  of  that  which  it  holds 
in  solution ;  thua  giving  us,  instead  of  simple  absorption,  an  interchange 
of  gases.  In  order,  however  that  this  interchange  may  be  effected,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  gas  entering,  and  that  escaping  from  the  blood,  be  of 
a  dissimilar  nature.  Consequently,  the  presence  in  the  inspired  air  of  a 
notable  quantity  of  carbonic  acid,  has  a  tendency  to  hinder  the  escape 
of  this  substance  from  the  circulating  fluid.  If  the  vital  influence,  and 
the  nature  of  the  solution  of  the  carbonic  acid  in  the  blood — a  solution 
of  which  we  ill  understand  the  physioloffical  laws — were  not  capable  of 
complicating  the  question,  thus  modified,  it  might  be  said  that  the  car- 
bonic acid  contained  in  the  inspired  air,  prevents  the  entrance  of  oxygen 
into  the  blood,  not  only  by  its  tendency  to  replace  it,  because  of  its 
greater  solubility,  but  also  by  hindering  the  escape  of  carbonic  acid 
already  in  the  blood,  thus  offering  an  obstacle  to  haematosis,  which, 
although  leading  to  the  same  result,  is  yet  of  a  different  nature. 

In  this  way  may  be  explained  a  fact  which,  at  first  sight,  is  well- 
calculated  to  surprise  us.  In  experiments  where  animals  have  been 
allowed  to  perish  in  a  vitiated  atmosphere,  the  proportion  of  oxygen,  in 
different  instances,  has  varied  from  3,  6,  39,  to  60  per  cent.  On  the 
contrary,  the  presence  of  from  13  to  18  per  cent,  of  carbonic,  acid  is 
always  followed  by  a  fatal  result.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  in  these  ex- 
periments, death  has  been  determined  much  more  by  the  presence  of 
carbonic  acid,  than  by  the  absence  of  oxygen ;  and  what  is,  besides, 
known  of  the  properties  of  carbonic  acid,  justifies  the  belief  that  at  a  given 
moment  it  offers  a  complete  impediment  to  the  absorption  of  the  vital 
air. 

The  mechanism  indicated  to  explain  the  nature  of  this  obstacle  is  in 
accordance  with  all  the  facts  observed,  and  renders  a  satisfactory  account 
of  their  apparent  contradiction.  Nevertheless,  it  is  probable  that  facts 
more  numerous  and  more  closely  observed  will  enable  us  to  estimate  the 
vital  influence  in  the  production  of  asphyxia ;  an  influence  which,  thoug^h 
difficult  to  trace,  unquestionably  modifies,  in  a  thousand  instances,  t£e 
physical  phenomena  presented  in  the  living  economy. 

The  general  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  what  has  preceded  is,  that 
in  an  atmosphere  sufficiently  charged  with  carbonic  acid,  an  animal  dies 
by  privation  of  oxygen^  whatever  be  the  quantity  of  this  latter  gas  the 
medium  may  contain. 


YeUow  Fiver  in  New  York. — The  appearance  of  this  disease  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  onr  city,  and  the  apprehensions  felt  by  many,  even  of  the 
profession^  that  it  may  visit  us  in  an  epidemic  form,  have  led  na  to  devote  a 
few  pages  i>f  our  closing  number  to  a  sketch  of  the  history  of  its  existence 
aad  progreaa  among  na  in  former  years,  with  the  addition  of  some  of  the  lead. 
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mg  facts  connected  with  its  appearmnce  and  progress  np  to  thia  time  dnriog^ 
the  present  year,  which,  we  trust,  will  not  be  without  pretent  interest,  while 
it  may  also  prove  convenient  for  future  reference.  For  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  facts  connected  with  the  subject  previous  to  the  present  year,  we  are  in- 
debted to  Prof.  A.  Clark,  who  has  kindly  allowed  us  free  access  to  his  notes 
collected  for  another  purpose,  a  verbal  abstract  of  which  he  gave  at  the  last 
meeting  of  our  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  which,  instead  of  reporting  under 
the  head  of  '*  Proceedings"  of  that  body,  we  have — ^for  the  sake  of  greater 
accuracy  and  more  detail  than  were  possible  for  him  at  that  time>  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  without  notice  and  from  mere  recollection  of  his 
notes — ^thrown  together  under  the  present  form. 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  facts  and  statistics  of  the  present  year,  we 
take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  our  indebtedness  to  our  friend,  Dr.  E.  Harris, 
the  efficient  physician  of  the  Marine  Hospital  at  Staten  Island,  who  has,  on 
former  occasions,  laid  the  readers  of  the  Medical  Times  under  obligations  by 
his  valuable  contributions.  The  facts  respecting  the  occurrence  and  fatality 
of  the  disease  in  the  south  part  of  Brooklyn  and  its  neighborhood,  are  taken 
from  a  letter  on  the  subject  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Health 
of  our  city,  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Whiting,  former  Health  Officer  of  Quarantine,  pub- 
lished in  our  daily  papers. 

The  first  appearance  of  the  yellow  fever  in  the  British  Colonies  was,  accord- 
ing to  Sir  Gilbert  Blane,  at  Barbadoes,  in  1647;  its  first  appearance  on  the 
American  continent,  at  Boston,  in  1693.  In  1699  it  appeared  in  Charleston 
S.  C,  and  in  Philadelphia.  Its  first  appearance  in  New  York,  so  far  as  we 
know,  was  in  1702,  when  a  fatal  disease  prevailed,  which  is  recorded  under 
the  name  of  ^  the  great  sickness,''  and  which  was  probably  yellow  fever, 
although  there  is  no  substantial  authority  for  thus  naming  it.  Five  hundred 
died  up  to  Sept.  30  of  that  year,  and  seventy  more  during  the  succeeding  week. 
The  population  of  the  city  was  then  probably  about  6,000  or  7,000.  The 
mortality  was  so  great,  that  a  fast  was  proclaimed  by  the  Governor  in  conse- 
quence of  it. 

Its  next  appearance  in  the  city  was  in  1741  and  1742;  but  the  mortality 
was  inconsiderable  during  these  years.  According  to  Mr.  C.  D.  Colden,  in  a 
paper  written  in  1743,  it  appeared  chiefiy  in  parts  of  the  town  which  were 
built  on  swampy  ground,  from  which  the  water  could  not  be  easily  drained, 
and  there  was  a  filthy  smell  from  the  slips. 

It  appeared  the  next  time,  in  1747,  but  the  mortality  was  then  slight ;  and 
not  again  until  1791,  when,  according  to  Dr.  Seaman,  it  prevailed  to  a  consid- 
erable extent  in  a  part  of  Water  street,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Peck  Slip. 
In  1792,  according  to  the  same  authority,  there  '*  was  littie  alarm  about  yellow 
fever,"  and  probably  littie  or  none  of  the  disease  existed.  In  1793,  there  was 
none  of  it,  except  a  few  cases  brought  from  Philadelphia,  with  which  it  began 
and  ended.  In  1794,  there  was  some  alarm  on  the  subject,  and  a  Committee 
of  Investigation  was  appointed ;  but  the  mortality  seemed  to  have  been  ineon- 
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siderable.  Most  of  those  attacked  lived  or  had  worked  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  filthy  slips,  especially  one  known  as  <*New  Slip.**  Dr.  Seaman 
ascribes  the  existence  of  the  disease  mainly  to  the  cleaning  ont  of  this  slip^ 
which  was  in  a  filthy  state,  during  the  hot  weather  of  the  summer. 

In  1795,  it  is  spoken  of  as  a  great  scourge,  though  the  mortality  by  it  la 
not  given.  It  became  general  about  the  easterly  and  lower  part  of  the  town> 
a  part  spoken  of  as  containing  the  greatest  amount  of  decomposing  animal 
and  vegetable  matter.  The  disease  occurred  again  in  1796,  but  was  confined 
to  the  neighborhood  of  Whitehall,  where  there  were  new  fillings  of  docks, 
made  up  of  decomposing  materials.  It  again  appeared  in  1797,  in  which  year 
23  deaths  are  mentioned  as  taking  place  in  October,  which  were  all  that  had 
occurred  up  to  that  time ;  but  there  were  perhaps  half  a  dozen  deaths  by  it  sub- 
sequently. One  half  of  these  deaths  were  in  a  small  part  of  the  east  side  of 
Greorge-(now  Market)  street,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  remainder  about 
Flymarket  (the  foot  of  Maiden  Lane),  both  of  which  places  are  remarked  as 
being  full  of  filth  and  decaying  materials.  Dr.  Seaman  says  that  by  early  at- 
tention to  cleanliness,  the  deaths  were  reduced  to  30,  though  the  disease  was 
as  malignant  as  in  1795. 

1798  was  the  year  of  the  great  epidemic.  The  fever  began  in  August,  and 
did  not  cease  until  the  middle  of  November.  It  prevailed  at  first  in  parts 
where  there  was  new-made  ground,  but  aflerwards,  with  less  severity,  in  por- 
ti^s  of  the  city  which  had  been  previously  exempt  The  mortality  was 
aacribed  to  the  great  heat  and  moisture  of  the  season,  and  to  large  quantities 
of  spoiled  beef  and  fish  stored  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  A  heavy  rain  fell 
on  the  14th  of  August,  after  which  the  temperature,  which  had  been  very 
high,  fell  a  very  little,  and  subsequently  rose  again,  ranging  from  82*  to  90'' 
Fah.,  but  did  not  go  above  90<'  after  the  rain.  The  hottest  day  was  the  9th  of 
August,  when  the  thermometer  rose  to  96*'.;  and  from  the  14th  to  the  18th  of 
that  month,  it  ranged  from  78<'  to  90<'.  The  highest  temperature  in  1795  in 
July  was  88<^,  and  in  August,  93*" — ^in  1796,  the  highest  temperature  in  July 
was  88%  and  in  August  89°— in  1797,  in  July,  90«  ;  in  August  8a«— in  1798, 
in  July,  94<>,and  in  August,  96".  The  mortality  in  1798  was  2,086,  the  popu- 
lation of  the  city  at  that  time  being  about  55,000.  The  mortality  from  the  same 
disease  that  year  in  Philadelphia,  was  3,446.  Twelve  physicians  fell  victims 
to  it  in  this  city. 

In  1799  the  disease  began  early,  several  cases  having  appeared  in  July. 
The  number  increased  in  August,  and  reached  its  greatest  height  in  Septem- 
ber, declining  in  October,  and  becoming  nearly  extinct  by  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber. The  season  was  mild.  The  principal  seat  of  the  disease  was  the  new- 
made  ground  on  the  east  side  of  the  city.  The  desertion  of  the  inhabitants 
commenced  early  and  became  general,  especially  from  parts  of  the  city  where 
the  disease  commenced,  and  where  it  raged  with  the  most  violence.  The 
number  of  both  attacks  and  deaths  fell  far  short  of  those  of  the  last  year. 
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Ib  1800  it  appeared  only  in  a  slight  degree.  Intermittent^  remitteiit»  and 
yellow  fever  prevailed  togetiier,  in  low,  damp,  and  hitherto  mthealthy  parts  of 
the  city.  From  60  to  80  deaths  were  aseribed  to  yellow  fever.  In  only  two 
nstances  did  the  reoogniied  yellow  fever  occur  in  more  than  one  perMa  in 
the  same  family.  Deaths  were  distribnted  tlirough  twenty*five  atreeta.  Dr. 
Seaman  states  that  of  160  cases  seen  by  him,  all  bnt  one  occurred  in  peraoaa 
living  or  having  atores  in  Pearl  atreet,  or  between  that  street  and  the  East 
River.  There  waa  a  slight  frost  on  the  3d  or  4th  of  October,  but  the  diaeaae 
did  not  subside  immediately  on  its  occurrence ;  but  oontinued  for  ten  days 
afterwaxds.    It  prevailed  most  in  September  this  year. 

In  the  following  year  (1801),  it  commenced  about  the  middle  of  Septem- 
ber;  and  from  that  time  to  the  middle  of  October,  about  140  persona  died  of  it, 
besides  a  considerable  proportion  of  80  OMes  sent  to  the  Marine  Hospital 
The  greater  number  of  deaths  this  year  was  in  East  Rutgers  streetw  The  soil 
there  was  good,  but  there  was  a  filthy  lane  in  the  neighborhood  in  a  atate  of 
great  neglect,  and  which  waa  the  resort  of  most  degraded  occupants,  expelled 
from  bawdy  houses  in  other  parts  of  the  city,  to  which  the  authorities  would 
pay  no  atteotion.  The  next  principal  seat  of  the  disease  was  in  Front  and 
Water  streets,  between  Fly  market  and  Coffee  House  Slips.  It  also  prevailed 
to  a  less  extent  in  other  parts  of  the  city.  In  1803,  it  does  not  seem  to  have 
appeared  here,  though  it  prevailed  in  several  other  parts  of  the  country. 

In  the  year  1803,  from  the  18th  of  July  to  the  end  of  October,  from  /600 
to  700  are  reported  to  have  died  of  yellow  fever  in  the  city.  The  first  pub- 
lic alarm  was  caused  by  cases  in  Coffee  House  Slip  and  its  neighborhood ; 
but  it  appeared  in  other  places  about  the  same  time,  and  left  fewer  parts 
exempt  than  in  former  seasons.  The  principal  ravages  of  the  disease  were 
confined  to  the  streets  on  the  margin  of  the  two  rivers,  where  the  inhabitants 
were  mostly  the  poor,  uncleanly,  and  diasolute  classes.  The  weather  was 
pleasant  in  June,  but  became  excessively  hot  early  in  July ;  and,  with  the 
exception  of  four  or  five  days,  exceeded  in  continued  intensity  anythiog  before 
remembered — ^the  thermometer  ranging  frequently  above  90o,  aeldom  falling 
below  80o,  the  nights  affording  no  relief  from  the  heat  The  portions  of  the 
eity  first  affected  were  early  deaerted. 

In  1804,  there  waa  no  malignant  diaeaae  in  any  of  the  Atlantic  cities 
except  Charleston.  The  temperature  of  the  summer  and  autumn  here  was 
mild. 

In  1805,  the  first  caae  appeared  early  in  June,  in  Roosevelt  street,  in  mUd 
weather.  On  the  9ih  of  July,  the  weather  having  become  hot,  a  case  occurred 
in  an  alley  opening  into  Maiden'  Lane,  in  a  stable,  which  was  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  two  others  in  the  same  stable.  Another  case  appeared  in  Water 
street  on  the  24th,  and  on  the  6th  of  August  a  case  in  Greenwich  street,  and  soon 
after,  other  cases  of  a  suspicious  character  in  other  parts  of  the  town.  The 
weather  oontinued  warm  and  dry,  and  by  the  28th  of  Anguat^  the  drought  and 
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heat  were  severely  felt.  On  that  day  there  was  a  moderate  fall  of  raio ;  and 
ia  less  than  forty-eight  hours  the  number  of  cases  was  alarmingly  inereaaed  in 
air  parts  of  the  city.  It  was  declared  epidemic  early  in  Septembor,  and  con- 
tinned  to  prevail  with  variable  severity  nntil  the  latter  part  of  October.  The 
namber  of  deaths  reported  by  the  City  Inspector  was  270.  After  it  became 
epidemic,  the  greater  part  of  the  cases  were  from  the  low  and  made  grounds 
which  had  been  the  chief  seat  df  former  epidemics.  After  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember it  spread  to  the  North  River,  and  continned  in  Greenwich  street  and  its 
neighborhood  nntil  it  ceased. 

In  1805,  there  were  several  well-characterized  eases  of  yellow  fever  in  the 
course  of  the  season,  from  June  to  November,  though  there  was  nothing 
approaching  an  epidemic;  and  in  1807  there  were  a  few  sporadic  eases  (leas 
than  20),  mostly  in  September,  although  no  cases  appear  to  have  been  report- 
ed to  the  City  Inspector  during  either  of  these  two  years.  The  year  1808  was 
one  of  exemption  from  the  disease. 

In  1809,  the  yellow  fever  occurred  in  Brooklyn  from  July  until  late  in  Sep- 
tember, during  which  period  there  were  between  30  and  40  deaths.  Its  seat 
was  confined  to  the  neighborhood  of  a  new  dock  where  they  had  been  digging 
up  material  on  the  banks  which  was  offensive.  About  20  who  took  the  dis- 
ease in  Brooklyn  sickened  in  New  York,  of  whom  13  appear  to  have  died. 
These  persons  are  said  not  to  have  communicated  the  disease  in  a  single  in- 
stance. 

Prom  the  year  1810  to  1818  inclusive,  no  cases  of  death  by  yellow  fever 
are  reported  by  the  City  Inspector^  except  a  single  case  in  1817,  nor  is  any- 
thing said  in  the  journals  about  the  existence  of  the  disease  here. 

In  1819,  the  disease  again  appeared  in  a  mild  form,  and  hardly  deserving 
the  name  of  an  epidemic.  The  first  case  appeared  in  the  latter  part  of  Au- 
gust, and  63  cases  were  reported  in  the  whole,  of  which  37  died,  including  12 
at  Fort  Stevens,  and  probably  not  including  6  among  the  poor  sent  to  Fort 
Richmond.  The  weather  for  several  weeks  immediately  preceding  its  ap- 
pearance was  remarkable  for  the  unusual  and  continued  heat.  In  August  the 
thermometer  at  noon  never  stood  below  80'',  and  during  several  days  was  at 
or  above  90°.  The  atmosphere  was  unusually  calm,  and  there  was  but  very 
little  rain,  so  that  there  was  great  suffering  from  drought  The  disease  was 
almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  neighborhood  of  Old  Slip.  The  Board  of 
Health  recommended,  immediately  after  the  occurrence  of  the  first  two  cases, 
the  desertion  of  that  part  of  the  city  lying  between  pier  No.  8  Bast  River, 
and  Wall  street,  and  as  far  back  as  Pearl  street,  and  provided  quartern  for  one 
hundred  and  fifty  poor  persons  at  Fort  Richmond. 

In  1821,  the  yellow  fever  did  not  occur  in  the  city;  but  Dr.  Joseph Bayley, 
Health  Officer  of  that  year,  gives  an  account  of  29  cases  that  occurred  on  Staten 
Island,  **in  consequence  of  their  intercourse  with  the  Quarantine  grounds.** 
Dr.  B.  was  a  contagionlst,  but  he  thinks  that  all  but  three  or  four  of  these 
cases  had  their  origin  in  infection  spreading  from  vessels  at  or  near  the  Quar- 
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.ADtioe  wharf,  or  from  the  wuhiDg  of  fonl  clothing  brought  from  these TesMls. 
He  advisee  the  abandonment  of  the  parts  of  the  town  where  the  diaease  be- 
came fixed,  and  remarks  that  ^  since  experience  has  taaght  as  that  this  fatal 
malady  can  be  arrested  in  populous  places  by  deserting  the  infected  spot,  its 
ravages  have  become  limited.  If  the  same  measures  had  been  pursued  in  this 
city  in  the  years  1795  and  1798,  and  1803  and  1805,  or  in  the  year  1819,  it  is 
probable  that  an  equally  favorable  result  would  have  ensued."  He  believes 
that  he  has  fixed  the  period  of  incubation  of  yellow  fever  at  five  or  six  days, 
and  conceives  that  he  has  found  '^  proof  that  the  contagious  air  on  board  of 
vessels  is  not  communicated  250  feet  in  pure  air,  aided  by  a  favorable  (favor- 
ing) current  of  wind;*'  though  he  does  not  doubt  that  it  is  carried  a  consider- 
able distance.  Of  the  29  cases,  21  proved  fatal  The  disease  did  not  spread 
to  the  city  that  year. 

In  the  year  1822,  the  disease  began  in  the  city  on  the  10th  of  July,  in  a 
neat,  airy,  brick  house  on  Rector  street,  one  door  from  Washington ;  and  at  or 
about  the  same  time  a  person  was  attacked  on  the  S.  W.  comer  of  Washing- 
ton and  Rector  streets,  who  was  sent  to  the  New  York  Hospital,  and  died 
there  on  the  16th.  The  members  of  the  only  other  family  living  in  Rector  street 
between  Washington  and  Greenwich  streets  were  advised  to  leave  the  neighbor- 
hood, which  they  did  on  the  22d,  and  yet  one  of  their  sons  had  the  disease 
severely  after  reaching  Long  Island.  The  disease  gradually  spread  up  Rector 
street,  and  through  the  several  cross  streets  to  Broadway,  which  it  crossed,  and 
afterwards  traveled  northward  to  Fulton  street,  and  in  a  southerly  direction  to 
the  foot  of  Broad  street  and  Old  Slip,  a  few  cases  appearing  in  the  north- 
eastern side  of  the  city.  The  number  of  cases  increased  until  the  9th 
of  August,  before  the  Resident  Physician  was  willing  to  announce  its 
character.  After  that,  the  Board  of  Health  met  daily  till  late  in  October.  The 
disease  continued  to  spread  until  the  20th  of  September,  when  a  very  heavy 
rain  occurred,  followed  by  cold,  strong,  northerly  winds  for  two  days,  by 
which  the  out-door  poison,  or  that  in  the  streets,  seemed  to  be  entirely  de- 
stroyed. The  extension  of  the  infected  district,  which  till  then  had  been 
gradual  and  well-marked,  ceased,  and  in  four  or  five  days  the  cases  diminished 
till  the  8th,  when  not  one  was  reported  to  the  Board.  Shortly  after,  however, 
the  poison  again  showed  itself;  but  the  subsequent  cases  appear  to  have 
arisen  from  infection  shut  up  in  the  houses.  A  general  removal,  which  took 
place  from  the  lower  parts  of  the  city,  was  the  only  means  of  safety  left  the 
inhabitants.  The  number  of  deaths  by  yellow  fever  officially  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Health  this  year  from  the  commencement  of  the  epidemic  to  its  close, 
November  6th,  was  230,  the  number  of  cases  reported  having  been  41 1.  It  is 
proper  to  state  that,  according  to  the  Report  of  the  City  Inspector  for  that 
year,  the  number  of  deaths  by  yellow  fever  was  only  166.  According  to  the 
Report  of  the  Board  f  Health,  15  cases  and  7  deaths  occurred  from  the  10th 
of  July  to  1st  August;  95  cases  and  58  deaths  from  1st  August  to  1st  Sep> 
tember;  and  211  cases  and  109  deaths  from  the  1st  of  September  to  the 
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Ist  of  Oetober.  The  origin  of  the  disease  was  ascribed  by  Dre.  Walters 
&  Bajrley  (who  wrote  papers  on  the  subject)  to  the  landing-  of  the 
cargoes  of  six  vessels  from  Havana,  then  a  sickly  port.  The  records  of  the 
Revenae  Ddpartment  show  that  2,730  boxes  of  sugar  were  landed  within  the 
limits  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  yards  from  Rector  street  between  the  14th  of 
June  and  the  8th  of  August — more  than  half  this  quantity  from  the  2d  to  the 
8th  of  August.  This  sugar  was' brought  in  decked  lighters  from  Quarantine. 
Both  these  physicians  deny  the  existence  of  any  local  cause  adequate  to  pro- 
duce this  fever.  The  temperature  this  summer  was  high,  ranging  as  follows, 
at  2  o'clock,  for  four  months:  in  June  from  TO"  to  93",  one  day  only  falling 
to  65^,  stauding  at  or  above  80^  on  17  days,  and  at  oi  above  90^  on  six  days ; 
in  July  ranging  from  81^  to  96*^,  being  at  or  above  85^  every  day  but  6,  and 
.  mt  or  above  90^  five  days ;  in  August,  ranging  from  76^  to  94^,  falling  below 
80^  only  twice  during  the  month,  standing  at  or  above  85^  on  19  days;  and 
in  September,  ranging  from  70^  to  94^,  standing  at  or  above  86^  on  ten  days 
at  the  hour  mentioned.  In  October,  the  range  was  from  84^  to  ^4^,  but  th» 
average  was  not  high. 

Up  to  the  twenty.fifth  of  August  of  the  present  year,  there  had  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  Marine  Hospital  at  Quarantine,  one  hundred  and  thirty-three 
cases  of  yellow  fever,  and  in  addition  to  this  number,  eighteen  cases  had  oc- 
curred among  the  permanent  residents  within  the  Quarantine  ioclosure. 

One  case  of  the  disease  was  received  from  Havana  in  the  month  of  April ; 
but  no  other  cases  were  seen  until  June  18th,  when  the  bark  Julia  M,  HaU 
Joekf  from  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  arrived,  with  captain,  first  mate,  and  a  passenger 
sick  with  the  fever.  On  the  2 1st  of  the  same  month,  the  ship  Jaw  H,  OliddoUr 
from  Havana,  arrived,  havinir  a  passenger  and  four  seamen  dangerously  ill  with 
it;  and  from  the  same  vessel  three  other  cases  were  subsequently  received. 
These  were  all  of  a  strongly-marked  character ;  and  some  of  them  occurring 
many  days  after  the  ship's  arrival,  an  infected  condition  of  the  vessel  was  nat- 
urally inferred,  and  the  spread  of  the  infection  anticipated.  From  this  ship 
the  infection  did  spread,  until  at  least  twenty  of  the  stevedores  and  lighter- 
men who  were  engaged  in  unloading  her,  contracted  the  disease. 

On  the  second  of  July  one  case  of  yellow  fever  was  received  from  the' 
LUias;  on  the  third,  one  from  the  Eliza  Jane ;  and  on  the  sixth,  the  ship  Lady 
Franklin  arrived  from  Matanzas,  having  eight  cases  of  it,  and  one  seaman 
dead  with  it  Thus  the  prevalence  of  this  malady  seemed  fairly  inaugurated 
for  the  season. 

The  infected  vessels  were  principally  freighted  with  sugar;  though  the 
Jane  H,  Oliddon  had  a  portion  of  a  cargo  of  rags^  about  thirty  bales  of  which 
were  subsequently  stored  in  an  open  shed  upon  the  U.  S.  Government  Dock 
at  Quarantine. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  July,  a  stevedore,  who  had  been  engaged  in  unload- 
ing these  rags  from  the  Gliddonj  was  admitted  to  the  Marine  Hospital,  with 
black  vomit.    From  this  date,  the  fever  rapidly  spread  among  the  laborers  em- 
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ployed  in  nnloadiDg  the  infected  veaaelt,  whoie  cargoes  were  being  lightered 
to  the  AiUntio  Docks,  Brooklyn.  Thirty  of  these  men,  tick  with  the  fi^er* 
lisTe  been  conveyed  to  the  Marine  Hospital  from  the  citj,  and  from  Taiioiis 
parts  of  Staten  Island. 

Cases  of  yellow  feyer  have  already  been  received  ^m  as  numy  aa  tbir^ 
different  vessels,  arriving  from  the  various  West  Indian  ports.  Besides  these,a 
considerable  number  of  cases  have  been  admitted  from  the  city,  in  whick  the 
source  of  the  infection  could  not  be  completely  made  out,  owing  to  the  moii* 
bond  or  delirious  condition  of  the  patients ;  but  in  all  cases,  it  has  been  ascer- 
tained that  these  persons  had  been  freely  exposed  near  the  wateiside  in  the 
lower  wards  of  the  city. 

As  regards  the  special  cause,  or  causes,  which  are  believed  to  have  intro- 
duced aa  endemic  of  yellow  fever  within  the  Quarantine  iodosore,  it  seems 
highly  probsble  that  the  infected  goods  which  were  landed  upon  the  Gov- 
•rnment  Dock,  together  with  the  close  proximity  of  highly  infected  vessels 
lying  at  anchor  in  the  stream,  produced  an  infected  state  of  the  atoiosphere 
in  a  narrow  zone  by  the  waterside.  The  physician  of  the  Marine  Ho^tal 
reports  that  this  endemic  appears  to  have  ceased ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remsrk 
that  the  infected  goods  referred  to,  and  the  vessels  near  by,  were  long  since 
removed. 

That  our  readers  may  see  how  the  present  eompsres  with  psst  years  ot 
the  prevalence  of  yellow  fever  at  the  Quarantine  establishment,  we  sppead  the 
following  statistical  table,  which  haa  been  prepared  for  another  purpose  by  Dr 
Harris,  the  physician  of  the  Marine  Hospital,  and  which  he  has  kmdly  placed 
at  our  disposal: — 

A  Tabular  View  of  the  Statisties  of  TelJow  Fner  as  it  has  preaaiUd  in  tM 
Port  of  New  Torlc,  at  the  Marine  Hospital^  fr<ym  1799  to  1866. 
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The  average  mortality  at  this  Hospital  will  be  found  to  have  been  about  35 
percent 
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The  dLsMse  has  also  appeared  this  year  on  the  scmthem  end  of  Long  Island, 
in  that  portion  of  Kings  county  lying  along  the  Narrows  from  Red  Hook  to 
Fort  Hamilton,  the  first  ease  having  appeared  at  Fort  Hamilton,  in  the  latter 
part  of  July,  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Bailey,  Surgeon  of  the  Fort.  It  then  ap- 
peared in  the  yillage  of  Fort  Hamilton,  and  soon  after  at  Yellow  Hook  and 
Gowanus,  and  finally  at  Red  Hook ;  the  latter  place  behig  in  the  confines  of 
Brooklyn.  According  to  the  statistics  by  Dr.  Whiting,  which  appear  to  have 
been  collected  with  care,  73  cases  and  35  deaths  had  occurred  in  (his  region 
up  to  the  22d  of  August,  when  the  disease  seemed  to  be  decidedly  on  the  de^ 
dine.  Dr.  W.  has  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  disease  is  wholly  and  purely 
yellow  fever,  notwithstanding  the  doubts  on  this  point  which  have  been  ex- 
pressed by  some.  Most  of  the  cases  have  occurred  within  a  few  rods  of  the 
shore,  and  nit»ne  at  a  distance  of  more  than  fifty  rods,  a  fact  which  seems  fully 
to  warrant  the  opinion  that  the  disease  owes  its  origin  to  infected  vessels  at 
Quarantine  and  Gravesend  Bay.  In  no  case  has  it  been  communicated  to  a 
person  liviog  out  of  this  immediate  locality.  These  vessels  have  been  re- 
moved, and  the  disease  has  now  almost  ceased.  Another  account  (newspaper) 
states  that  the  disease  first  appeared  on  a  bluff  overlooking  Gravesend  Bay, 
where  infected  vessels  were  lying  at  anchor,  and  gives  £8  as  the  number  of 
deaths  at  Fort  Hamilton  and  Yellow  Hook.  All  accounts  agree  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  disease  from  infected  vessels  at  Quarantine. 

The  weather  during  the  last  two  weeks  of  July  was  very  hot  and  dry;  the 
mean  average  of  the  thermometer  having  been  85**  and  81^.  In  the  early 
part  of  August,  there  was  a  very  heavy  fall  of  rain,  after  which  the  heat  was 
somewhat  moderated ;  and  during  the  last  half  of  August,  the  weather  was 
unusually  cool,  for  the  season,  the  mean  average  of  the  thermometer  during 
the  last  two  weeks  having  been  71^  and  69^. 

We  have  thus  endeavored  to  give  a  condensed  and  continuous  account  of  the 
leading  facts  connected  with  the  existence  of  yellow  fever  in  and  about  our 
city,  from  the  date  of  its  earliest  appearance  up  to  the  latest  moment  before 
going  to  press  (Augast  29th),  and  have  intentionally  abstained  from  any  allu- 
sion to  the  controverted  points  which  have  at  times  caused  so  much  excite- 
ment in  the  profession,  and  which  we  have  now  neither  the  time  nor  the  space 
to  discuss.  Nor  will  our  limits  permit  us  to  indulge  in  any  remarks  of  a  gen- 
eral nature  on  the  subject,  nor  even  a  statement  of  some  of  the  practical  conclu- 
sions of  interest  and  importance  which  a  careful  study  of  the  facts  that  have 
been  mentioned  will  suggest  We  have  accomplished  the  task  which  we  pn>^ 
posed  to  ourselves,  and  must  now  dismiss  the  subject 


With  the  present  number,  the  New  York  Medical  Times  ceases  to  ex- 
ist It  will  be  remembered  by  its  friends,  that,  at  the  close  of  the  preceding 
volume,  the  subscriber  took  leave  of  his  readers,  supposing  that  the  leave 
would  be  a  final  one,  and  that  the  editorial  chair  would  be  again  occupied  by 
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the  founder  of  the  journal,  with  whom  he  had  also  been  a  part  of  the  time 
associated.  Circumstances  occurred,  however,  to  prevent  the  coDsnmnation 
of  saeh  ah  arran]pement  at  so  late  an  hoar,  that  he  yielded  to  the  necessities 
of  the  case,  and  resumed  his  position.  He  was  influenced  in  doing  so  mostly 
by  the  hope  that,  by  the  end  of  another  year,  some  one  would  appear,  better 
qualified  and  with  more  leisure,  to  fill  the  place  which  he  then  intended  most 
unconditionally  to  vacate.  The  year  has  passed,  however,  with  its  editorial 
labors  and  responsibilities,  and  such  an  one  has  not  been  found  ;  and  ail  that 
is  now  left  for  him  is  to  suspend  its  publication,  as  he  finds  its  entire  man- 
agement, as  both  editor  and  publisher,  entirely  incompatible  with  the  satiB- 
factory  discharge  of  his  other  duties. 

In  thus  chronicling  the  addition  of  another  Medical  Journal  to  the,  unfor- 
tunately too  long,  list  of  those  which  in  this  city,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  have 
run  a  brief  career,  he  flatters  himself  that  the  influence  of  the  New  York 
Medical  Times  will  not  cease  with  the  continued  appearance  of  its  pages; 
but  that  it  will  be  remembered  as  a  journal  which  ever  supported  the  honor 
and  respectability  of  the  profession,  and  which  contributed  its  quota  to  the 
advancement  of  medical  science  and  art ;  and  that  it  will  long  continue  to  be 
referred  to  as  the  repository  of  much  that  is  of  permanent  interest  in  the  pro- 
fession. He  looks  back  with  pleasure  upon  the  fact  that  it  has  ever  preserved 
the  character  which  its  founder  desired  to  give  it,  that  of  a  New  York  Journal^ 
and  has  never  been  the  organ  of  any  clique ;  and  that,  while  under  the  entire 
charge  of  the  subscriber,  it  has  ever  been  free  from  personalities  of  every  Idnd. 
To  his  editorial  confreres,  he  begs  leave  to  present  a  renewal  of  his  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  courtesy  ever  received  at  their  hands,  and  of  the  value 
attached  to  the  Times^  by  frequent  extracts  from  its  pages ;  and  he  desires 
also  to  tender  his  thanks  to  those  of  his  professional  brethren  who,  by  their 
many  kind  favors  in  the  way  of  contributions  to  its  pages,  have  given  the 
journal  much  of  the  interest  whjch  it  has  possessed,  and  of  its  value  for 
future  reference. 

H.  D.  BULKLEY. 


NOTICB  TO  SXJBSCBIBESS. 

The  subscription  list  of  the  New  York  Medical  Times  will  be  transferred 
to  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine,  a  bi-monthly  periodical,  which  is 
established  on  a  firm  basis,  having  now  completed  the  thirteenth  year  of  its  ex- 
istence, of  which,  during  the  last  three  and  a  half  years,  Drs.  S.  S.  Purple  and 
Stephen  Smith  have  been  both  editors  and  proprietors.  The  proprietorship  of 
the  Journal  has  recently  changed,  and  the  undersigned  will  now  be  associated 
with  these  gentlemen  in  its  editorial  management.  Subscribers  to  the  Medi- 
cal Times,  who  sre  not  also  subscribers  to  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine, 
will  receive  a  copy  of  the  new  series  of  that  Journal,  and  will  continue  to  be 
furnished  with  it,  on  signifying  their  wishes  to  that  effect. 

The  undersigned  is  happy  in  being  able  to  add;  that  the  gentlemen  who 
have  heretofore  favored  the  Times  with  their  contributions,  will  transfer 
their  interest  to  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine,  which  will  become  the 
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vehicle  of  their  future  commuDicatioDs,  and  which  will  thus,  he  trustii,  be 
rendered  still  more  worthy  of  that  confidence  and  support  which  it  has  ever 
enjoyed. 

H.  D.  BULKLEY. 
New  York,  Sept.  1, 1866. 
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The  Obstetric  Memoirs  and  Contributions  of  James  Y,  Simpson, 
M.  D.J  F.  R.  S.  E.,  Prof,  of  Midwif.  in  the  Univer.  of  Edinburgh,  Ac, 
Ac.  Edited  by  W.  0.  Priestley,  M.  D.,  Edinburgh,  formerly  Vice- 
Pres.  of  Paris  Med.  Soc;  and  Horatio  R.  Storer,  M.  D.,  boston, 
U.  S.,  one  of  the  Physic,  to  the  Boston  Lying-in  Hpspital,  Ac. 
Vol.  U.    Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  A:  Co.,  1856,  pp.  738,  oct 

We  gave  a  brief  notice,  in  our  January  number,  of  the  first  volume 
of  the  series  intended  to  gather  together  from  the  various  places  in 
which  they  have  appeared  from  time  to  time,  the  valuable  contributions 
of  Dr.  Simpson  to  obstetric  science ;  and  are  happy  to  be  able  to  an- 
nounce the  appearance  of  another  volume,  constituting  the  second  series, 
and  coming  out  under  the  same  favorable  auspices.  The  present  volume 
contains  a  variety  of  essays  and  contributions  by  this  distinguished  man, 
on  the  Pathology  of  the  Puerperal  Slate,  the  Physiology  and  Patholo- 
gy of'^he  Products  of  Conception,  and  the  Pathology  of  Infancy  and 
Childhood,  To  these  are  added  the  different  papers  and  communica- 
tions published  by  Dr.  S.,  on  the  use  of  Ancesthetics  in  Midwifery^ 
Surgery,  <kc.,  which,  although  most  of  them  have  already  appeared  in 
ibis  country  in  a  collective  form,  have  now  been  carefully  revised,  with 
additions  and  alterations,  and  incorporated  with  the  present  edition. 

Some  communications,  parts  only  of  which  had  been  formerly  pub- 
lished, are  completed  by  Dr.  Simpson  for  this  volume ;  and  other  contri- 
butions have  been  in  a  great  measure  rewritten  and  remodeled  by  him 
for  it.  Some  papers  also  appear  now  for  the  first  time, — as,  a  memoir 
entitled  Pathological  Researches  on  Puerperal  Arterial  Obstruction  and 
Inflammation;  and  the  essays  On  the  Rudimentary  Reproduction  of 
JSxtremities  after  their  Spontaneous  Amputation  ;  on  the  Practical 
Application  of  Chloroform,  as  a  topical  Ancesthetic,  to  mucous  and  cuta- 
neous surfaces;  and  on  Carbonic  Acid  Oas  as  a  local  Ancesthetic  in 
Uterine  Diseases,  &c.  Dr.  S.  has  also  added  several  brief  new  contri- 
butions, scattered  throughout  the  volume  in  the  way  of  foot-notes. 

The  subject  of  anaesthesia  in  its  different  forms  and  applications, 
with  the  various  agents  used  to  effect  it,  occupies  more  than  two  hundred 
and  fifty  pages  of  the  volume ;  and  is  thoroughly  discussed  in  all  its 
relations  and  bearings,  the  objections  to  its  use  considered,  its  advan. 
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tagea  dwelt  upon,  kt, ;  this  part  of  the  work  forming  a  valuable  sum- 
mary of  facts  and  opinions  on  this  important  point  of  practice.  A  brief 
Appendix  by  Dr.  Storer,  contains  a  further  account  of  the  American 
ease  of  alleged  double  hermaphroditism,  alluded  to  in  the  text  of  the 
work ;  and  mention  of  three  additional  cases  of  Congenital  Ichthyosis^ 
lately  put  on  record  by  Dr.  Gould,  of  Boston,  in  the  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal.  The  volume  will  prove  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  library  of  every  practitioner. 


Obstetric  Tables  by  Dr.  Pajot,  Agr6g6  Professor  to  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine,  Paris.  Translated  from  the  French,  and  arranged  by 
O.  A.  Crenshaw,  M.  D.,  and  J.  B.  McCaw,  M.  D.,  Richmond, 
Ya.  With  three  additional  tables  on  the  Mechanism  of  Natural, 
Unnatural,  and  Complex  Labor.  By  Nathan  P.  Rice,  M.  D.,  New 
York.     Richmond:  1856.  quarto. 

These  tables  have  evidently  been  prepared  with  great  care,  and  are 
very  simple  and  methodical  in  their  arrangement,  and  may  be  said,  in 
the  words  of  the  translators,  to  present  a  perfect  synopsis  of  all  the 
difficulties  of  midwifery.  There  are  eight  of  them  in  the  whole,  the 
first  five  of  which  are  by  Pajot,  and  contain  the  signs  of  pregnancy  in 
methodical  order,  classification  of  the  deformities  of  the  female  pelvis  in 
connection  with  child- bir thy  a  synopsis  of  the  treatment  of  haiemorrhagey 
and  the  prhicipal  obstetrical  operations.  The  remaining  three  by  Dr. 
Rice,  are  devoted  to  natural,  unnatural,  and  complex  labor,  with  a  sum- 
mary on  postpartum  hcemorrhage,  by  Dr.  McCaw.  We  have  thus 
within  very  brief  limits  a  summary  of  the  science  and  art  of  obstetrics, 
carefully  prepared  from  the  most  authentic  sources,  and  embodying  the 
experience  of  the  most  distinguished  in  this  branch  of  practice,  with  the 
name  of  each  especially  noted  where  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion,  be- 
sides giving  us  the  condensed  literature  of  the  subject  down  to  the  pres- 
ent day,  more  particularly  as  regards  the  continental  school  of  medicine. 
We  doubt  not  that  the  labors  of  the  translators  of  Dr.  Pajot's  tables,  as 
well  as  those  of  Dr.  Rice  in  the  compilation  of  the  tables  furnished  by 
him,  will  be  duly  appreciated,  and  that  the  work  will  prove  useful  to 
the  practitioner  as  well  as  to  the  student  of  medicine. 

A  Memorial  of  the  Life  and  Character  of  John  W.  Francis^  Jr.  New 
York:  1855.     pp.  143. 

Our  pages  have  already  recorded  their  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the 
gifted  subject  of  this  memoir.  Parental  affection  has  now  laid  another 
offering  on  the  altar  of  memory,  in  tlie  form  of  a  beautifully  printed 
volume,  with  a  strikingly  faithful  likeness  of  young  Francis,  and  a  most 
interesting  notice  of  his  life  and  character  by  H.  T.  Tuckerman,  a  guar- 
antee that  it  is  executed  with  taste  and  judgment  as  well  as  with  fidelity. 
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The  volume  contains  also  letters  of  condolence  to  his  parents  from  sev- 
eral of  our  most  distinguished  citizens,  all  breathing  the  same  admira- 
tion of  his  talents  and  acquirements,  and  love  for  his  character ;  and  its 
perusal  impresses  one  still  more  strongly  with  a  sense  of  the  irreparable 
loss  which  his  venerable  father  has  been  called  to  sustain  in  the  prema- 
ture removal  of  one  who  bid  so  fair  to  confer  additional  honor  upon  the 
name  he  bore,  and  to  be  an  ornament  to  the  profession  which  he  had 
chosen.  He  was  on  the  eve  of  graduation  as  a  doctor  of  medicine,  and 
fell  a  victim  to  a  fever  contracted  in  attendance  upon  a  poor  patient. 
A  more  remarkable  combination  of  tho  best  qualities  of  head  and  heart 
is  rarely  met  with  ;  and  one  can  eftsily  realize  that  his  distinguished 
father  should  be  bowed  down  under  the  magnitude  of  his  loss ;  but  he 
mourns  not  as  one  without  hope. 

The  Medical  Profession  in  Ancient  Times, — An  Anniversary  Discourse 
Delivered  before  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine^  Nov.  7,  1866. 
By  John  Watson,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Hospital.  Pub- 
lished by  order  of  the  Academy.  New  York  :  1866  ;  pp.  222. 
We  feel  that  this  interesting  work  deserves  farther  notice  than  the 
mere  acknowledgment  of  its  retJfeipt.  It  was  prepared  as  an  anniversary 
discourse  before  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine ;  but,  owing  to  its 
length,  was  only  partially  delivered.  Dr.  Watson  has  devoted  much 
attention  to  his  subject,  and  has  presented  us  with  a  sketch  of  our  profes- 
sion in  ancient  times,  which  will  repay  a  careful  perusal,  and  has  brought 
together  within  a  small  compass  a  mass  of  information  not  within  the 
range  of  the  ordinary  reader ;  and  one  does  not  know  which  most  to  admire, 
the  extent  of  his  research,  or  the  judgment  and  taste  shown  in  the  selec- 
tion of  material  from  the  abundance  before  him.  He  ^ves  the  names 
of  more  than  fifty  authors  whose  works  he  has  consulted,  and  alludes 
to  numerous  others.  The  present  volume  comprises  only  the  period  of 
Greek  and  Roman  antiquity  ;  and  we  are  happy  to  learn  that  he  has  on 
hand  the  materials  for  an  account,  of  a  similar  character,  of  the  profes- 
sion among  the  Arabs  of  the  East  and  West,  among  the  Byzantine  and 
Latin  Schools,  and  the  Monastic  Medical  Institutions  of  the  middle  ages, 
with  which  we  shall  hope  to  be  favored  at  some  future  time. 

Essay  on,  Cholera  Infantum  ;  for  which  the  Prize  of  the  New  York 

Academy  of  Medicine  was  awarded^  March   6,  1866.     By  Jambs 

Stewart,  M.  D.,  Author  of  "A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of 

Children."     New  York  :  1856 ;  pp.  66. 

Dr.  Stewart  has  the  advantage  of  an  established  reputation  as  an 

author  on  diseases  of  infants  and  children ;  and  we  know  of  no  one 

among  us  better  qualified,  both  by  previous  study  and  habits  of  careful 

observation  and  correct  reasoning,  to  do  justice  to  the  subject  of  this  essay. 

Cholera  infantum  is  a  disease  peculiar  to  our  country,  and,  as  is  well 

known,  carries  off  large  numbers  of  our  infant  population  at  a  certain 

season  every  year,  especially  in  our  Atlantic  cities. 

Dr.  S.  first  investigates  the  etiology  of  the  disease,  under  the  different 
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heads  of  aimospherie  heat,  excessive  humidity  of  the  air^  malaria,  period 
of  life,  and  inappropriate  food,  and  then  gives  the  general  phenomena 
which  characterize  it.  Under  the  next  head,  that  of  its  morbid  ana- 
tomy, we  have  the  result  of  the  postmortem  examination  of  thirty  cases, 
constituting  all  that  he  has  found  recorded  in  our  medical  periodicals 
for  the  last  fifty  years,  showing  that  the  lesion  exists  mainly  in  the 
mucous  follicles  of  the  intestines  and  the  liver.  Under  the  following  head, 
that  of  Pathology,  Dr.  8.  enters  into  a  critical  examination,  and  gives  a 
logical  explanation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  five  agents  enumerated 
under  the  head  of  etiology  act  in  producing  the  disease,  which  is 
well  worth  a  careful  perusal.  The  symptoms  of  the  different  stages 
are  next  passed  in  review;  after  which  he  proceeds  to  the  treat- 
ment of  the  disease  according  to  these  stages,  which  occupies  nearly 
one  third  of  the  essay,  and  which  is  judicious  and  rational,  and  shows  a 
practical  familiarity  with  the  disease.  We  should  be  glad  to  transfer 
some  of  the  sound  practical  views  of  Dr.  S.  to  our  pages,  did  our  limits 
permit ;  and  trust  that  the  circulation  of  the  work  will  not  be  limited  to 
the  members  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  in  whose  Transactions  it 
appears.  An  edition  for  general  circulation  would  doubtless  meet  a 
ready  demand.  Two  very  delicately  executed  lithographs,  show  the  mor- 
bid appearance  of  the  mucous  follicles  after  death.  An  Appendix  con- 
tains some  valuable  statistical  and  other  matter,  and  also  the  report  of 
five  additional  autopsies,  making  thirty-five  in  the  whole. 

Physician's  Tabulated  Diary — Designed  to  Facilitate  the  Study  <f 
Disease  at  the  Bed-side.  By  a  Physician  of  Virginia.  Bichmond, 
Virginia  :  J.  W.  Randolph.    1866. 

This  is  intended  as  a  "  diary,"  to  combine  a  record  of  the  ordinary 
buMness  memoranda  of  each  day  and  brief  observations  of  disease  at 
the  bed-side,  and  is  so  arranged  by  the  division  of  its  pages  as  to  endeavor 
to  embrace  leading  points  in  the  history  of  a  case  from  day  to  day.  If 
it  could  accomplish  all  that  its  author  hopes  from  it,  a  great  desideratum 
would  be  attained ;  but  it  seems  to  us  that  hardly  sufficient  space  is 
afforded  for  noting  enough  to  make  the  reports  really  valuable.  It  may 
be  the  means,  however,  of  leading  to  the  adoption  of  some  plan  which 
will  secure  the  desired  object. 

Materia  Medica ;   or.  Pharmacology  and  Therapeutics,     By  William 
TuLLY,  M.  D.  Vol.  1,  Nos.  18  and  19.  April  and  May,  1866.  Spring- 
field, Mass. :  1850;  pp.  128. 
The  April  and  May  Nos.  of  Dr.  Tully's  work  complete  the  subject  of 
Tonics,  also  of  Styptics  and  Adenagics,  and  enter  upon  that  of  Diu- 
retics,   The  work  has  now  extended  over  twelve  hundred  pages,  and  the 
numbers  appear  regularly  every  month. 

Banking's  Half -Yearly   Abstract  of  the  Medical  Sciences.     No.  21, 

January  to  June,  1856.     Philadelphia :  Lindsay  (fe  Blakiston.     1866. 

This  valuable  reprint  has  come  to  hand  with  its  usual  punctuality, 

and  continues  to  sustain  the  reputation  which  it  has  acquired  for  itself  by 

its  judicious  selections  and  careful  compilation. 
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Domestic — Prof.  J.  Le  Conte  has  resigned  the  Chair  of  Chemistry  in  the 
College  of  Phvsicians  and  Surgeons  of  this  city  ;  and  his  place  has  been  sup- 
plied Dy  the  election  of  Dr.  Samuel  St.  John,  of  the  Cleveland  Medical  Col- 
lege, Ohio.  Prof.  Le  C.  has  been  elected  Professor  of  Natural  History  in  the 
University  of  Georgia. 

Prof.  Timothy  Childs,  M.  D.,  of  PittsBeld,  Mass.,  has  been  appointed  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  in  the  New  .York  Medical  College,  to  supply  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  E.  H.  Parker. 

We  understand  that  the  expected  work  of  Prof.  Draper,  on  Physiology,  will 
appear  in  a  few  days.  It  is  to  be  a  large  octavo,  and  will  be  fully  illustrated 
by  engravings.  Prof  Clark  is  enga<red  in  the  preparation  of  a  new  edition  of 
the  classical  work,  on  Fevers,  of  his  friend  the  late  Prof.  Bartlett 

iV«r  York  Society  for  the  Relief  cf  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Medical  Mem 
— At  the  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  this  excellent  Char- 
ity, held  in  June  last,  the  following  were  chosen  Stewards  of  the  Anniversary 
Dinner  of  the  Society,  to  take  place  in  November  next:  Drs.  Beadle,  J.  d* 
Adams,  Clements,  S.  C.  Foster,  Hubbard,  C.  D.  Smith,  and  I.  E.  Taylor. 

Remarkable  Recovery  from  an  Over-dose  of  Croton  OH, — Recently,  in  this 
city,  an  infant  six  months  old,  having  a  slight  bronchial  affection,  its  mother 
thought  proper  to  give  it  5  gr.  ipecac,  as  a  gentle  emetic.  On  the  mantel-piece, 
by  the  side  of  the  vial  containing  the  ipecac,  was  a  vial  of  precisely  the  same 
size,  having  in  it  about  half  an  ounce  of  croton  oil.  By  mistake,  three  tea- 
spoonfuls  of  this  oil  were  given,  in  teaspoonful  doses,  at  short  intervals,  before 
the  error  was  perceived.  Slight  vomiting  followed,  but  only  one  or  two  mu- 
cous stools.  Three  drops  of  tinct.  opii  were  given,  and  the  free  use  of  flax- 
seed tea  directed.  No  unpleasant,  effects  followed,  and  in  a  few  hours  the 
child  seemed  to  be  quite  well.  The  oil  applied  to  the  chest  of  the  father,  had 
produced  an  abundant  crop  of  minute  pustules. 

Pennsylvania  Medical  College, — Dr.  J.  M.  AHen  has  resigned  the  Chair  of 
Anatomy  in  this  College,  and  Dr.  T.  G.  Richardson,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  haft  been 
chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Dr.  R.  has  long  been  connected  with  the  Louis- 
ville schools,  and  is  the  author  of  a  work  on  Anatomy,  of  which  subject  he  is 
well  known  as  a  successful  teacher. 

The  comer-stone  of  a  new  Asylum  for  the  Insane  was  laid,  on  the  4th  of 
July,  at  Northampton,  Mass.,  in  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of  people  from 
all  parts  of  the  State. 

Health  of  Boston, — The  mortality  in  the  city  is  reported,  by  the  Boston 
Med,  and  Surg,  Journal,  to  be  very  great  Cholera  infantum  is  quite  fatal, 
and  dysentery  and  malignant  scarlatina  very  prevalent,  and  carry  off  many  vic- 
tims. 

Legacy  of  the  late  Dr.  Treadwell, — The  Boston  Journal  contradicts  the 
statement,  made  in  several  newspapers,  that  the  late  Dr.  Treadwell,  of  Salem, 
had  Itft  the  bulk  of  his  property,  amouotiag  to  about  $100,000,  and  his  valu- 
able medical  library,  to  the  Medical  Department  of  Harvard  College.  His 
property  was  willed  to  his  mother  during  her  lifetime,  and  secret  instructious 
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left  for  its  disposal  after  ber  death.    Hia  library  ia  said  to  be  the  most  ezten- 
aive  and  valuable  in  New  England. 

Wttkly  Mortality.  Citt.  For  the  toeek  ending  Avg  2, 1856, 746 : — Con- 
sumption, 45 ;  apoplexy,  8 ;  sun  stroke,  9 ;  pneumonia,  5 ;  cholera,  1 ;  cholera 
infantum,  169;  dysentery,  28;  diarrhoea,  41;  iDflammation  of  bowels,  10; 
croup,  11;  scarlet  fever,  16;  measles,  8;  small-pox,  7;  typhus  fever  (in- 
cluding **  typhoid  "),  7.  For  the  week  ending  Aug.  9,  627 : — Consumpti(A, 
67;  apoplexy,  4;  pneumonia,  8;  cholera,  1;  cholera  infantum,  163;  dysen- 
tery. 22 ;  diarrhoea,  29 ;  inflammation  of  bowels,  9 ;  croup,  5 ;  scarlet  fever, 
9;  measles,  11;  small-pox,  3;  yellow  fever,  1;  tjrphus  fever  (incliiding 
** typhoid"),  9.  For  the  week  ending  Aug.  16,  651: — Consumption,  36; 
apoplexy,  2;  pneumonia,  8;  cholera  infantum,  176;  dysentery,  27;  diar- 
rhoea, 29;  iDflammation  of  bowels,  11 ;  croup,  4;  scarlet  fever,  10;  measles, 
16;  small-pox,  8;  typhus  fever  (including  **  typhoid*'),  10.  For  the  week 
ending  Aug.  23, 567 : — Consumption,  42  ;  apoplexy,  1 ;  pneumonia,  12;  cholera, 
1;  cholera  infantum,  125;  dysentery,  30;  diarrhoea,  35;  inflammation  of 
bowels,  5;  croup,  5;  scarlet  fever,  8;  measles,  5;  small-pox,  6;  varioloid, 
1 ;  yellow  fever,  1 ;  typhus  fever,  6.  For  the  week  ending  Aug.  30,  562 : — 
Consumption,  41;  apoplexy,  4;  pneumonia,  5;  cholera  infantum,  97;  dys- 
entery, 24;  diarrhoea,  13;  inflammation  of  bowels,  9;  croup,  2;  scarlet  fever, 
7;  measles,  5;  hooping-cough,  12:  small-pox,  6;  yellow  fever,  1  ;  typhus 
fever  (including  "  typhoid"),  11. 

Comparison  of  the  Weather  and  Deaths  in  the  city,  continued  from  July  S6lib 
to  August  23(2,  1856. 
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^he  weather  of  the  past  month  was  unusually  fine  and  temperate,  as  may 
be  seen  by  the  above  table.  The  city  still  continues  extremely  healthy.  The 
following  statement  of  the  deaths  of  children  from  the  diseases  of  summer, 
shows  whence  we  derive  our  large  bills  of  mortality  at  this  season. 

Total  number  of  deaths  from  cholera  infantum,  convulsions  infantile,  hy- 
drocephalus, marasmus,  teething,  ^^c. — in  the  Slst  week,  416  ;  32d,  376 ;  33d, 
354 ;  34th,  335 ;  35th,  314.  Total  in  5  weeks,  1,795  ;  toUl  mortality  of  child, 
ren  same  time,  2,457. — J.  P.  L. 


NECBOLOGT. 

Died. — In  this  city,  Aug.  8,  Auguste  Vetter,  M.  D.,  of  typhus  fever. 

In  Brooklyn,  Aug.  15,  of  effusion  on  the  brain,  Jomr  Cochran,  M.  D.,  aged  30 
years,  a  native  of  Ireland.  Dr.  C.  was  one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Brooklyn 
City  Hospital,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  professional 
brethren. 
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THE  DISEASES  OF  WOMEN  AND  CHILDfiEN;  by  G.  8.  Bs&roRP,  A.  1L,M.  D^ 

of  Obstetrica,  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  ChUdren,  axid  Clinical  Bfidwlfery,  in  thm  Unireraiiy 
or  New  York.  Pages,  563,  8ro.  Price  |S  75  by  mail,  trw  of  postage.  B.  8.  &  W.  Wood, 
261  Peart  Street,  New  York  City. 

This  eminently  practical  work,  which  has  only  been  recently  issued  from  tbe  preas,  is  ■Meting 
with  a  rapid  and  extended  circulation.  -It  is  a  store-house  of  knowledge  for  tbe  sladeiit  and  prac- 
titioner of  medicine,  fUll  of  practical  precepts  and  bed-side  Informailon.  Tbe  following  extracts 
from  the  medical  Journals,  will  be  read  with  Interest : 

**  We  hall  the  advent  of  such  a  work,  abounding  in  practical  matter  of  the  deepest  interest^  and 
illustrated  by  principles  and  laws  ordained  by  nature.  Nor  can  we  reflraln  fh>m  expressing  onr 
Burpri%c  and  gratiflcatiun  at  flnding  the  buck  so  remarkably  exempt  Trom  the  superfldal  Tiews  tliai 
abound  In  the  great  thoroughfare  of  medicine.'*— ^"ew  York  Joumul  of  M«Uciiu  amd  iMs  C^lUterml 
Sciences. 

"  Careful  examinatiou  of  the  work  has  convinced  us  that  the  result  proposed  to  bimaelf  by  the 
author,  has  been  most  BaUsfactorilj  attained.  The  subjects  have  been  developed  with  aasidally, 
euthuslasm,  and  no  ordinary  powers  of  clinical  Instmction.*'— JVIno  York  Medttai  Timea, 

<*  We  have  been  both  pleaded  and  Instructed  by  a  perusal  of  the  book,  and  confidently  reccsH 
mend  it,  therefore,  to  the  profession,  as  well  as  to  tlie  great  student  class  of  our  Union,  as  an  excel- 
lent  repertorium  of  clinical  medicine.  The  eminently  practical  ideas  of  the  aulbor,  dothed  le 
simple  and  perspicuous  language,  aie  delivered  In  quite  an  attractive,  aflhble^  and  off-hand  m»- 
neT.^—Pkiladelpkia  Medical  Examiner. 

**  A  work  of  great  practical  Interest—one  well  calculated  to  interest  and  instmct  tbe  busy  piac* 
titioner;  It  points  out  to  him  the  most  modem  therapeutical  agents,  and  (heir  method  of  adminlB- 
tration  :  and  above  all,  gives  beautirul  and  satisfactory  explanations,  physiologically,  of  tbe  symp- 
toms ol^  disease.  This  latter  quality  Is  a  great  merit  of  the  book.  As  a  IMthrul  repreeentatien  of 
the  daily  labors  and  duties  of  a  physician  of  our  day,  and  as  an  accurate  delineation  of  the  disenea 
of  women  and  children,  it  is  well  deserving  of  our  praise.**— Ftr^tata  Medical  and  Smrgieat 
Joumai. 

"  The  book  before  us  we  regard  as  sn  important  contribution  to  medical  science ;  and  we  fed 
it  our  duty  to  say,  that,  in  our  opinion,  the  author  has  rendered,  by  tbe  publication  of  this  voluaie 
an  acceptable  service  to  tlie  profession.  Tbe  work  is  full  of  praclicei  precepts,  presented  in  lan- 
guage at  once  iotelliglble  and  chaste.  For  the  practitioner  of  medicine,  it  is  Invaluable.  The 
student  will  find  It  a  vade  «i«e«iii  full  of  instructive  lessons."— CAar/MtMi  Madieai  Jonrnal  aad 
Review. 

**  Many  Important  facts  are  forcibly  impressed,  and  the  author's  Inminoua  exhortations,  even 
on  subjects  comparatively  inaignidcant  in  tnemselree,  are  generally  calculated  to  Impress  ooiKct 
rules  of  practice."—  Western  Lancet. 

^  No  one  can  read  this  book  without  becoming  convinced  that  It  contalna  moch  valuable  ia- 
Blruction,  and  is  the  result  of  a  large  experience  in  this  speciality.'*— A*ctp  Bempskire  Jaurnal  ^ 
Medicine. 

**  The  work  contains  graphic  descriptions  of  the  diseases  of  women  and  children,  with  Jodieioai 
advice  as  to  treatment.*'— Jnuton  Medical  and  Surgical  Joumai. 

'*  We  greativ  admire  the  author's  independent  course,  and  the  prlnciptes  on  which  be  bases 
his  practice.  VVe  consider  the  work  a  very  useful  one,  which  will  be  read  with  muehflntarest  sad 
profit  by  the  profession  generally.*^— Ctxcinfuat  MedicalJoumal. 


Ittfo  |0rli  «p|^|almic  S400L 


FOUBTH  SESSION. 


Dr.  mare  ST£PH£NS0N  will  deliver  his  FouavH  Oourss  ov 
Lbctures  on  the  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology  and  Treatment  of 
Diseases  of  the  Eye,  during  the  winter  of  1855-56,  at  the  New  York 
Ophthalmic  Hospitid,  No.  6  Stuyresant  Place,  near  the  junction  of  9th 
Street  and  dd  Ayenue. 

The  Introductory  will  be  delivered  at  the  Medical  College  in  14th 
Street. 

For  ftirther  particulars,  inquire  of  Dr.  S.,  at  No.  167  East  14th 
Street 

TBBmOlIAI.  OF  THE  CLASS  FOB  1854. 

_  t 

^Be9olvedy  That  we  highly  appreciate  the  professional  and  gentle- 
manly deportment  of  Drs.  Stephenson  and  Garrish,  the  attending  sur- 
geons .of  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital ;  not  only  in  their  skillful 
and  humane  attention  to  the  afflicted  poor,  but  also  in  their  readiness  to 
impart  instruction  to  the  members  of  the  Ophthalmic  School' 
Oet&Nov. 


H.  W.  HILLS, 
I>H^IlM^OEXJTIST, 

679  BSOASWAT,  one  doorbelov  Amity  street 

mW  YORK. 

September,  1855,  6mo. 
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ums) awarded  the  Inventor  by  Scientific  Societies  in  the  United 
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council  of  distinguished  Surgeons,  been  honored  with  the  award 
of  the  PRIZE  MEDAL  at  the  World's  Exhibition  in  London,- 
and  also  the  SILVER  MEDAL  (on\j  first  class  prize)  at  the  Crystal  Pal- 
ace, New  York,  for  *^the  best  Artificial  Leg.''  Pamphlets  sent  gratis  to 
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PALMER  &  CO.,  378  Broadway,  New  Tork, 

376  Chestnut  street,  Philadelphia;  or  Springfield,  Mass. 
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The  Nbw  York  Mbdical  Timkb  ia  pobllahed  on  the  Ist  of  erery  month.  CommoiiicatloBB 
for  pabUcttUon  may  be  addreMed  to  the  Editor.  No.  43  Bleecker  street.  Terms,  $3  per 
annum,  payable  In  advance. 

Terms  ef  AdTertlslag  in  the  New  York  Medical  Tlaeii. 
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C0Ueje  0f  ^Igskks  milif  ^argeons, 


NEW   YORK, 


Ttn  regular  Course  of  Lectures  for  the  Sevicm  of  1855-66,  commepcw  on 
Tuesday,  October  16,  1855,  and  will  be  continued  until  ThuFsdaj^  15tli.  Mardi- 
1656  (Commeucement  day), 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEVENS,  M.  D.,  LL.  D., 

Freatdent  of  the  College,  tmd  BmerituM  Profe$mn'  of  Climad  Surgtfy, 

JOSEPH  MATHER  SMITH,  M.  D^- 

Ptofe%9cr  of  Materia  Mediea  anid  Clinieal  Medieiiu. 

ROBERT  WATTS,  M.  D., 
ProfeuoT  of  Anatomy, 

WILLARD  PARKER,  M.  D., 

ProfeB9or  of  the  Prineiplc$  and  Practice  of  Burtfery,  and  Smryical  Anatcmy, 

CHANDLER  R.  OILMAN,  M.  D., 

ProfcMtor  of  Obetetriet,  the  I>ieea9e»  of  Women  and  Children,  and  Medical 
Jurieprudence. 

ALONZO  CLARK,  M.  D., 

Profeeaor  of  Patholoyp  and  Practical  Medicins. 

JOHN  C.  DALTON,  M.  D., 
Profeuor  of  Physiology, 

JOHN  LE  OONTE.  11  D., 
Lecturer  on  Chemistry, 

.JOHN  A.  LIDELL.  M.  D., 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  and  Curator  of  the  College  Museum, 

LEWIS  A.  SAYRE,  M.  D., 
Prosector  of  Surgery. 

GEORGE  T.  ELLIOT,  M.  D., 

Assistant  to  the  Professor  of  Obstetrics, 

THOMAS  DENHA9f ,  JanUor. 
Fkcb  : — Matriculation  Fee,  |6 ;  Graduation  Fee,  $25. 

Fees  for  the  full  Course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Professors,  |106 ;  but  students 
are  not  required  to  take  out  all  the  tickets  during  one  session. 

Studkntb  who  have  attended  two  full  courses  in  this  College,  or  who,  having 
attended  one  full  course  in  some  regularly  established  Medical  School,  shall  «k6- 
se^ucntly  attend  one  full  course  in  this  College,  are  admitted  to  subsequent  courses 
of  Lectures  on  pa3ring  the  matrieulation  fee  only. 

Geaduateb  of  this  College  are  admitted  without  fee;  Graduatbb  of  oUier 
Schools,  who  have  been  in  practice  three  yean,  and  Ideological  Students,  are 'ad- 
mitted on  general  ticket^  by  paying  the  matriculation  fee. 

For  further  information,  apply  to  R.  WATTS,  H.  D.,  Dealt 
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WINTER  COURSE  OF  LECTURES 

AT  THE 

NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  COLLEGE, 

(East  Tkirteeitk  street,  Mweem  TliM  aid  Fevth  iTeaiM.) 

HORACE  GREEN,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  EmerituB  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of 

Medicine,  and  Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs. 
R  H.  DAVIS,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Tlierapeutics. 
B.  FORDYCE  BARKER,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women 

and  Children. 
R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS,  M.  D.,  Prot  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurispmdence. 
J.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Prmciples  and  Operations  of  Sur- 
gery, with  Surgical  Pathology. 
EDMUrlD  R.  PEASLEE,M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 
EDWARD  H.  PARKER,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  General!!  Descriptive,  and  Micro- 

soopic  Anatomy. 

HENRY  G.  COX,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  of 

Clinical  Medicine. 
D.  S.  CONANT,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  Winter  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Oct.  16,  1856,  and  will 
continue  until  March  21. 

TERMS :     For  Summer  and  Winter  Coui-se,  inclusive,      $106  00 
For  Winter  Course  alone,  -  -  106  00 

For  Summer  Course  alone,     -  -  -      26  00 

If  Students  attending  the  Summer  Course  afterward  decide  to  attend  the 
Winter  Course,  the  |26  paid  will  be  placed  to  their  credit  on  taking  out  the 
tickets  for  tlie  Winter  Course.    Matriculation  Fee,  1^6  00. 

Letters  may  be  addressed  to  any  member  of  the  Faculty,  or  to 

R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS,  M.  D.,  6ean  of  the  Faculty. 
Nna  York  Medical  College,  Oct,  1, 1856. 

JOHN  J.  SCHROEDER, 

12  BIBLB  HOTT8B,  A8TOR  PX.AOB, 
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AVATOHIGAL  PLATES,  ftc,  ftc. 

At  the  very  lowest  prices,  and  mailed,  at  publishers'  prices,  all  over  tlie  country, 
free  of  postage,  on  receipt  of  the  amount. 

Hew  Medical  Books,  as  soon  as  published,  always  on  hand. 

Surgical  Instruments  of  the  best  make,  amongst  them, 

DH  MOTTS,  DR.   WILLARD  PARKERS,  AND  DR.  CARNOCHAN'3 
SURGICAL  CASES.    DR.  OILMAN'S  AND  DR.  BEDFORD'S 

FORCEPS,  d'c.  dbc. 
October,  1855. 


JOHN  J.  SOHROEDER, 

goohsdltr,  stationer,  antJ  Imjortcr, 

13  BIBLB  HOnSB,  A8TOR  PIu&OB, 
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AND 

PERIODICALS, 

AHATOMICAL  PLATES,  ftc,  fte. 

At  the  vol y  lowost  prices,  and  mailed,  at  publishers*  prices,  all  over  the  oountrr, 

fi'ce  of  iM».>?tagt'.  on  receipt  of  the  amount. 

New  Medical  Books,  as  soon  as  published,  always  on  hand« 

Surgical  Instruments  of  the  best  make,  amongst  them, 

DR.  MOn'S,  DR.   WILLARI)  PARKERS,  AND  DR.  CABXOCHAN'S 

SURGICAL  CASES.    DR.  OILMAN'S  AND  DR,  BEDjrORD'S 

FORCEPS,  ikc.  d'c. 

October,  1S55. 

SHEDDEN  &  NEERGAARD, 

APOTHECA&IES, 

BROADWAY,  cor.  28th  STREETT,  BOWERY,  con.  4th  SraiKr. 

A  choice  stock  of  Chemicals  and  Pharmaceutical  preparations ;  Herring  and 
Allen's  Extracts ;  English  Potassa  cum  Calce ;  Select  Powders,  &e,  Hhjaieiana' 
Recipes  dispensed  with  accuracy  and  dispatch.  Oct,  1855*St 
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aloBo;  and  ts  tnoh  *  mIo  wm  ontirelj  naezpeetod,  moio  timo  eh^ood  bcfort  tto 
pnUiahtrt  ware  roady  to  mmwot  orden  from  Now  York  tnd  W«t«im  mti«k  A 
aow  odition  la  bow  rood/. 

The  pnblishon  doom  it  propor  to  otato^  for  tlia  banailt  of  tha  }fwmgtr  praa- 
titionan,  tliat  Dr.  JaokMn  lia%  for  mora  tham  fifty  yaai%  atood*at  tlia  kaad  <rfkii 
profMiioa  in  Kaw  England,  and  tliat  ka  haa  ai^Joyad  nnuMial  opportunitiaa  Ibr 
aaqniring  information.  Tha  ratnlta  of  hia  riah  and  Tariad  azperienaa  arc  Lata 
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"  If  tha  Yonng  PhyaieiaB  will  kaap  thasa  lattara  hj  him,  or,  what  ia  baCtcr, 
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iama  of  Hippoarataf ,  whioh  hara  goramad  mamaal  praetioa  mora  than  aaj  other 
book  that  aTor  was  written.** — Extract  frcm  an  tUbvnU  rtaine  iy  Dr.  Olmn 
WtniM  Holm—,  tn  th»  Boitom  Mtdiad  aai  Smrgieol  JwmmL 

**It  will  be  a  laating  monnmant  of  tha  ihrawd  senaa,  aenta  pareaotioA,  aoenr- 
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In  one  handaome  Tolnme.  Price  $1  S5. 
"  Dr.  Hayward  atanda  amons  tha  foremoat  of  tha  medical  profeaaion  of  Boa- 
ton,  a  city  cdebratad  for  ila  akiBAil  phyaieiana  and  learned  anrareona  Hia  pra- 
feaaional  life  ooTcra  a  period  of  foriT  yeara.  *  •  •  In  thna  coilecttng  into  one 
handaome  aheaf  the  prodncta  of  his  pen.  Dr.  Hayward  haa  conferred  a  laatug 
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UNIVERSITY    OF    NEW    YORK. 

SESSION,    1856-7. 

Tni  Session  for  1850-7  will  begin  on  Monday,  Oct.  13,  and  wiU  he  coBthned 
until  the  let  of  March. 


C^ours^  of  Ifnslrurtidn. 


The  courses  of  lectures  given  will  be  on  anatomy — general,  deseripiiTe,  nTgi- 
cal,  and  pathological;  principles  and  operations  of  surgerj;  mAteria  medica  aad 
therapeutics;  iostitutes  and  practice  of  medicine;  obstetrics,  the  diaeases  of  woaea 
and  children,  with  clinical  midwifery;  chemistry  and  physiology;  clinical  surgery; 
clinical  roediciDe;  clinical  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  gentto-urinary  orgaai; 
clinical  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  women  and  children;  olinioal  lectures  on  phyneil 
diagnosis.     Five  Clinical  Leeturet  a  %ceek. 


4a(ult)|  of  Pdicin^. 


Rev.  Isaac  Ferris.  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Chancellor  of  the  Univeraity. 

Valkntink  Mott,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Sargieal  AnaU^. 

my,  find  Ex-President  of  the  Faculty. 
Martyn  Paine,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
Gunning  S.  BKDFORn,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics,  the  Diseases  of  Women  aai 

Children,  and  Clinical  Midwifery. 
Jouif  W.  Drapkr,  M.  I).,  LL.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Physiologr. 
Alfred  C.  Post,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery,  with 

Surgical  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 
William  H.  Van  Bursn,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  General  and  B^seriptiTe  Anatomy. 
John  T.  Metcalfe,  M.  P.,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Charles  E.  Isaacs,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

George  A.  Peters,  M.  D.,  Prosector  to  the  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Alexander  B.  Mott,  M.  D.,  Prosector  to  the  Emeritus  Professor  of  Sorg^y. 

John  W.  Draper,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  President  of  the  FacQitj. 


I     Full  Course  of  Lecture?, flO& 

Matriculation   Fee, $ 

Fee  for  Instruction  by  the  Demonstrator, 5 

Graduation  Fee,  ISO. 


A  limited  number  of  Beneficiaries  are  admitted  to  the  course  on  the  paymtft 
of  |25  and  the  Matriculation  Fee. 

Apply  at  the  Medical  College,  107  East  Fourteenth  Street,  to  CBAaus  W.  Pcsjiaii. 
Janitor. 

Jult,  1856. 
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BY  GUNNING  S.  BEDFORD,  A.M^  M.D^ 

Professor  of  Obstetrics,  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and 
Clinical  Midwifery,  in  the  Uniyersity  of  Hew  York 

THIRD  EDITION.  CABEFULLT  REVISED  AND  ENLARGED.    Sva    Mt  rpc 

S.  S.  &  W.  WOOD,  389  BROADWAY,  NEW  YOBX. 
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Tub  rapid  and  wide-«pread  circulation  of  this  eminentlj  practical  vork  it,  t? 
think,  without  prccedeot^having  reached  its  Thxbd  EDmoM  in  the  brief  penod  d 
MINI  MONTHS  froiD  thc  daj  of  its  first  publication.  Rarely  has  any  medical  pabS- 
eation  met  with  such  uniyersal  commendation  from  the  medical  press,  both  at  h<H2« 
and  abroad. 

**A hounding  in  prartiMil  mtt^er  of  the  deepest  Interest,  sod  lllaslnted  hj  ininelplcs  ni  \xwt 
ordnlnfod  by  nature.  The  rapid  cale  of  ihia  wrirk  we  belleye  to  be  nnprecedeoted  In  ibe  MstMT  tf 
iTiedtcal  literature  in  this  c<>niitrj,  which  mu»t  be  biffhly  gratlMng  to  the  aalbor.  ahofrlog.  ■•  It  ii^ 
ttio  d«'(n-ee  of  estimation  placed  npon  his  labors  hy  the  modlcai  public."— iV:  }".  Jimmal  vf  MtiL  aad 
the  Co'UfUral  ikienc^B. 

**  We  are  quite  sure  that  the  work  will  be  a  welcome  addition  to  profeeaioiisl  Hbrsito  la  €ntf 
Britoin,  as  well  aa  America."— -flrif.  and  Fur.  M^d.  Chir.  Revitto,  ^ 

**  We  think  this  the  moat  valuable  work  on  the  subject  ever  presented  to  the  profenfon.  Wa^ii 
pernstHl  every  pn^e  of  the  buuk  with  lulereat,  ao4  »[i«ak,  ihereforo,  from  personal  kaowledfe.*— Caa- 
cinntiU  Med.  Jour. 

''A  work  of  great  practical  interest— one  well  calculated  to  Interrat  and  Inatm^  the  hmf  pnaHio9B. 
As  a  faithful  ropre>enta»ion  of  the  daily  labors  and  duties  of  a  physician  oC  oar  dav;  and  as  aa  accanii 
dclinettiiin  of  the  dls^eaaes  of  women  and  children,  it  la  well  deeervlng  of  our  pralss.*'—  Virip*ta  JM. 
and  Surg.  J(fur. 

"  The  Buhjecta  have  boon  developed  with  no  ordinary  powers  of  oHnlesl  instroctkm.'*— iT.  F.  JM. 
Timet, 

**Dr  Bedf<>rd>  book  contains  much  u^fnl  and  practical  infunnstion,  Inatractivo  alike  to  popH  tsi 
phy>lcian.  The  nunibr  of  subjwrts  wlilch  rocfive  conhlderat'on  in  the  volnroe  la  rerv  great;  lDde«<l 
scarcely  any  di^eaM>,  properly  included  in  the  denomination  of  the  work,  la  left  ODiioticed.*'— i>aUia 
QuarUrly  Jour,  qf  Mtd,  iScteno^, 

**  We  can  f>rarc^ly  express  the  pleasure  with  which  we  see  the  seoond  editim  of  this  admirable  wed 
before  us.  We  content  ourselves,  iht- refi«re,  with  advblng  all  to  possess  themseU  ea,  aa  soon  aa  pontHa 
uf  a  c'»py  of  this  instructive  and  interesting  work.  It  will  be  found  a  valaable  addition  U»  every  medi- 
cal library,  and  a  perfect  treasure  as  a  book  of  reference  by  the  practi  ioner.^— CA«rWe«toi»  JfeoL  iJmr. 
and  Renew. 

**  We  have  been  both  pleased  and  Instructed  by  a  perurtal  of  the  book,  and  oonfldently  reoomme&i  It, 
then  fore,  to  the  profca-oion,  aa  an  excellent  reperturlum  of  clinical  m«dkAn^J"—J*hiiadtlpkia  JM. 
EjcunUner. 

*'  Professor  Bedford's  book  is  a  good  one.'^— AVir  Jertfy  Jferf.  R«porUr, 

^'Our  author,  who  is  creditably  known  by  other  works,  in  the  one  before  us  shows  himself  to  b«  a 
judicious  physician,  anxious  alike  for  the  goo<i  of  his  patients  and  of  bb  pupils;  one  who  haaacqulrel 
the  liAppy  art  of  teachincr  how  to  get  at  ttte  characteristics  of  disease,  ana  how  to  drag  st  the  ebaic  ti 
effects  until  Uie  miud  grasps  the  lirst  liuk  in  the  chain.''— ^anAitVs  lla{f-  Yearly  Ahutraci  t)f  ike  JUL 
Sciences. 

**Tbe  work  before  us  is  eminently  practical,  and  therefore  valnable  as  s  contribution  to  mediesl  ksovl- 
edge.  In  the  acconiiillHhtnent  of  the  tsisli,  ilie  snUior  ha^  evinced  a  degree  of  discernment  which  wlB, 
douht1e?w,  add  nriateritilly  to  his  already  extended  reputation.'*— &niM«ns  Med,  and  JSurg  Jtmntaiy 
Augu^Uiy  Georgia^ 

^  No  one  can  read  this  book  without  becoming  cnn\inced  that  it  contains  mneh  valaable  Instnulios, 
and  is  the  result  of  a  laige  experience  in  tlilb  specialty.''— JV^eto  Hampehire  J<n^.  t^ Med. 

**Tbe  work  contains  graphic  descriptions  of  the  dlseasea  of  women  and  children,  with  Jndiciooi  sdvkt 
as  to  treatuient."— A>«<</n  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

"  Many  important  facts  are  forcibly  impresfied,  and  the  author's  Inmlnoos  exhorta^ns,  even  on  sab- 
Jects  compAraMvely  iQbignificaDt  in  themselves,  are  calculated  to  impress  correct  rules  of  prsctioe.* 
—  WeMtem  Lancet. 

"  We  very  eiieerfully  recommend  this  work  to  our  resder^  a»  being  rich  snd  ftitl  with  prsetleal  ss^ 
go«tionH  in 'the  treatment  of  disease  at  the  bed  side;  it  will  be  a  very  pleaaant  sooroe  of  re&re&oe  f«r 
piiyslcians  in  the  hurry  aod  press  of  full  practice."—  Cindnnati  Med,  Observer. 

"We  cordially  atld  our  teMimony  to  its  >alue  as  an  eminently  practical  work,  based  upon  the  meat 
approved  physiological  principles.  We  hope  all  will  obuia  a  copy  of  the  book.^— ^tfantic  MeOuel 
and  Surgicai  Journal^  Georgia. 


PENNSTIiVANIA    OOLIiBaE. 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

SeMlon  of  1856-^57. 

The  regular  course  of  lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  October 
13th,  and  will  be  continued  until  the  let  of  March. 

FACULTY. 

DAVID  GILBERT,  M.  D.,         \  ^""""f^g  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 
'  '  (  Women  and  Children. 

ALFRED  STILLfi,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Thewyd:  Practice  of  Medicine. 

JOHN  NEILL,  M,  D.,  Prof  of  Surgery. 

J.  M.  ALLEN,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Special  d:  Surgical  Anatomy. 

JOHN  J.  REESE,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Medical  Chemistry. 

JOHN  B.  BIDDLE,  M.  D.,        j  ^''''^'    j^-^S'"''^"^*^'  •"*  ^""^"^ 
FRANCIS  G.  SMITH,  M.  D.,      Prof,  of  Institutes  of  Medicine. 

H.  W.  De  Saubsure  Ford,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy, 

Clinical  Inatruction  will  be  given  by  Professors  Biddle  and  Nbill 
at  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  Blockley,  during  the  entire  term  of  the 
session,  in  conjuOction  with  other  members  of  the  Medical  Board  of  the 
Hospital.  The  Students  of  Pennsylvania  College — both  first  course  and 
second  course — will  be  furnished  gratuitously  with  the  ticket  to  the 
Philadelphia  Hospital.  Second-course  Students  have  the  option  of 
receiving  gratuitounly  the  ticket  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  A 
Clinic  will  also  be  held  at  the  College  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday 
morning  throughout  the  session. 

Fees: — For  the  entire  Course  of  Lectures,    .  .        $105  00 

Matriculation  (paid  once  only),   .  .  5  00 

Graduation,  .  .  .  .  .  30  00 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  in  September,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Professors  of  Anatomy,  and  the  Demonstrator. 

Preliminary  Lectures  will  be  delivered  during  the  fortnight  preced- 
ing the  opening  of  the  session. 

JOE[N  J.  REESE,  M.  D.,  Registrar. 
No.  342  Walnut  Street,  below  Idth,  Philadelphia. 
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§i%tnm  af  tkt  ^fccst. 


This  Institution  is  now  open  for  the  reception  of  Patients.  Its  ob- 
ject is  to  combine  all  the  best  hygienic  and  medicinal  means  in  the  trest- 
ment  of  Diseases  of  the  Chest. 

The  House  is  commodious,  well  ventilated,  and  provided  with  the 
modem  conveniences.  It  is  situated  at  the  southwest  comer  of  Ghestont 
and  Park  Streets — a  high  and  healthy  locality  on  the  western  side  of  the 
river  Schuylkill  (formerly  West  Philadelphia),  is  surrounded  with  plea- 
sant walks,  rides,  d^c,  on  an  omnibus  route,  and  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  places  of  worship  of  various  religious  denominations. 

Charges  as  low  as  expenses  permit. 

Applications  for  admission  may  be  made,  in  person  or  by  letter,  to 
the  Matron,  Mart  Murray. 

Philadelphia,  May,  1856. 
4t. 


NOTICE. 


Mk  John  J.  Schroxdbr  has  ceased  to  be  the  publisher  of  the  New  Tobx 
Medical  TncBS ;  and  no  definite  arrangement  having  yet  been  made  with  any 
other  House,  communications  of  all  kinds  relating  to  the  Journal,  may  be 
sent  directiy  to  Dr.  H.  D.  Bulklbt,  No.  48  Bleecke^  Street. 

Subscriptions  for  the  present  volume  are  now  due ;  and  Dr.  B.  will  feel 
particularly  obliged  if  those  in  arrears  for  the  previous  volume  wfll  also  remit 
to  him  the  amount  due  without  further  delay. 

New  York,  Feb.  1, 1866. 


PAUOER'S  PATENT  LEG 

Has  now  attained  a  celebrity  unparalleled  in  the  histoiy  of  Sur- 
gical mechanism.  It  has  been  subjected  to  the  most  critical  ex- 
aminations and  comparisons,  at  thirty  exhibitions  of  distinguished 
Scientific  Societies,  m  common  with  every  other  substitute  for 
the  natural  leg ;  and  in  every  instance  declared  by  eminent 
judges  to  be  "  the  best  Artificial  Leg  "  extant. 

In  addition  to  thirty  Gold  and  Silver  Medals  (or  first  premi- 
urns)  awarded  the  Inventor  by  Scientific  Societies  in  the  United 
States,  he  has,  by  the  unanimous  approval  of  an  international 
council  of  distinguished  Surgeons,  been  honored  with  the  award 
of  the  PRIZE  MEDAL  at  the  Worid's  Exhibition  in  London,  • 
and  also  the  SILVER  MEDAL  (only  first  class- prize)  at  the  Crystal  Pal- 
ace, New  York,  for  '^the  best  Artificial  Leg."  Pamphlets  sent  gratis  to 
all  who  apply  to 

FALMEB  &  CO.,  378  Broadway,  New  York, 

376  Chestnut  street,  Philadelphia ;  or  Springfield,  Mass. 


GEO.  TIEMAN  &  CO., 

63    O SC .Au -F ZZ .21. no:   SIP., 

MANUFACTURERS    OF 

Snrgtral  aitli  |l(ittal  Ituttntntfttts, 

Apparatus  for  Gurratnre  of  Spine,  Wry-Heck,  Anchylosis,  Bow-Legs, 
Clnb-Eeet,  Splints  for  Fractures  and  Dislocations. 

TriiBsefi,  Orntohes,  Elastic  Stocldngs  for  Varicose  Yeios,  Enee  Caps^  Shonlder 
Braces,  Supporters,  and  Bandages  of  every  description. 

ffeinueh'9  Shears^  Razon^  ScUtort,  and  Cutlery,  conitantly  on  hand 


TheNsw  YoBK  Mbdioal  Tim bb  Ib  published  on  the  Ist  of  every  month.  CominnnicBtionB 
for  pablication  may  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  No.  43  Bleeeker  street.  Terms,  fS  per 
annum,  payable  in  advance. 

Terms  of  Adrerttfllsg  ia  the  Hew  Tsrk  Hedlcsl  TImm. 

OnePaffe, fS  00 1  Each  addiUonal  insertion,     .       .      SSOO 

Each addttionallnsertion,  .     S50    One^burthofaPage,        .       .       .150 

One  half  of  a  Page,  .  3  00  |  Each  additional  insertion,    .  1  00 

All  Adyertisements  for  less  than  three  months  must  be  prepaid . 


VALUABLE  MEDICAL  WOBK 


PHILLIPS,    SAMPSON  &  CO., 

HAVE  REOENTLT  PUBLISHED 

y^tttrs  to  a  Joiiiij  f  ^jsirian, 

BT  JAXXf  JACKWnr,  X.D.,  IX.  D^ 

Ffofwwr  Fmeritu9  of  th$  Theory  and  PracHee  of  Phyne  In  Uu  Vnimniiy  at 

Cmmbridge, 

In  1  Tol.  12ino.    Pri«6  |1. 

The  first  edition  of  1,600  copies  wm  insofiident  to  supply  the  Boston  trade 
aloee ;  »Dd  as  such  a  sale  was  eotirelj  unexpected,  some  time  elapsed  before  the 
publishers  were  readj  to  answer  orders  from  New  Tork  and  Western  citiea.  A 
new  edition  is  now  ready. 

The  publishers  deem  it  proper  to  state,  for  the  benefit  of  the  younger  prac- 
titioners, that  Dr.  Jackson  has,  for  more  than  fifty  yeais,  stood  at  the  head  of  his 
profession  in  New  Englaod,  and  that  he  has  enjoyed  uousuvl  opportunities  for 
acquiring  information.  The  results  of  his  rich  and  varied  eitperienee  are  here 
deuiled  in  simple  and  perspicuous  language,  and  it  is  belieyed  that  eyery  physi- 
cian and  medical  student  will  receive  great  benefit  from  its  perusal 

**  If  the  Toung  Physician  will  keep  these  letters  by  him,  or,  what  is  betf^er, 
cany  all  their  precepU  in  his  head,  he  will  be  surprised  to  find  how  large  a  por- 
tion of  his  medical  practice  will  be  provided  for  in  this  unpretending  oraele.  It 
is  not  a  large  volume  of  which  we  are  speaking,  but  it  is  larger  then  the  Aphor- 
iams  of  Hippocrates,  which  have  governed  medical  practice  more  than  any  other 
book  that  ever  was  written." — Bxtrmet  from  an  tiahormte  revUm  by  Dr.  Olieer 
Wendell  Hnlnut,  in  the  Bogton  Medical  and  Surgical  JournaL 

*'It  will  be  a  Issting  monument  of  the  shrewd  sense,  acute  perception,  aeenr- 
ate  generalization,  and  thorough  kindliness  of  its  eminent  author." — Bocton  Paai. 
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AND 

gliswUatiMns  lS^trti  on  UfMtal  ^abjttts, 

BT  QBOBOl  HATWABB,  X.  B. 

LaU  Prendc9i  of  tha  Mag$,  Mfd,  SocUiy  ;  late  Praf—or  •f  Surgary  in  Hm 
Unitereityt  ^e.  ^c 
In  one  handsome  volume.    Price  $1  Sfi. 
**I>r.  Hsyward  stands  amonfr  the  foremost  of  the  medical  profession  of  Bos^ 
ton,  a  city  celebrated  for  its  skillful  physicians  and  learned  surpeona    His  pro- 
fessional life  covers  a  period  of  forty  years.     *    *    *    In  thus  collecting  into  one 
handsome  sheaf  the  products  of  his  pen.  Dr.  Hayward  haa  conferred  a  lasting 
favor  upon  the  profes!>ion.     He  has  furnished  a  work  which  may  be  read  with 
advantage  and  consulted  with  profit  by  all.     It  abounds  in  facte  and  tables;  is 
replete  with  sound,  praetical  precepts^  and  rich  in  prudent  counsel.'' — LouinilU 
Journal  of  Medicine, 
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